
Town of Yacolt

Town Council Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 9, 2023
7:00 PM

Town Hall

Call to Order

7:00 PM

Flag Salute

Roll Call

Council Members Present: Ian Shealy, Kandi Peto, Joshua Beck, Ronald Homola, Marina Viray

Also present: Mayor Katelyn Listek, Town Attorney David Ridenour, Public Works Staff Terry Gardner

and John Parker, and Clerk Stephanie Fields

Late Changes to the Agenda

None

Approve Minutes of 12-12-22 Meeting and Public Hearings (with one minor spelling change)

2"'*: Beck

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Homola, Viray

Motion Carried

Motion: Homola

Nay:0

Citizen Communication

Anne Van Antwerp made a comment about her broken toe.

Unfinished Business

Records Room Review Update

Clerk Fields gave a quick update on the records room review: not much got done in the month of

December due to illness, but progress should be moving forward again this month.

Ordinance #589: Mayor and Council Stipend Increases
With a revised version of the Ordinance on Council's desks, (the revised version is included with

these minutes) Councilmember Homola made a motion to adopt the new Ordinance, thereby

approving Mayor and future Council Member stipend increases.
Motion: Homola Z"'*: Viray

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Homola, Viray
Motion Carried

Nay:0
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Executive Session

Mayor Listek closed the public meeting and asked all of Council and Attorney Ridenour to join her in

an executive session to discuss employee performance, prior to decisions being made regarding

wage adjustments. The session ran from 7:10 - 7:25, and was then extended twice, until a final

reconvening of the regular public meeting at 7:50pm.

Employee Wage Adjustments

Following the Executive Session, Councilmember Beck moved that all three staff members' wages

be increased across the board to the maximum budgeted rate for this year. The increases would

result in the following new hourly rates for staff members as follows: Terry Gardner: $30.29, John

Parker: $25.97, and Stephanie Fields: $28.85.

Second: ShealyMotion: Beck

Aye: Shealy, Beck, Flomola, Viray
Motion Carried

Nay:Peto

Note: at this point. Attorney Ridenour advised that Washington Statues require that an Ordinance

be drafted and signed by the Mayor in order to increase the Clerk's wage. Council asked that this be

done before the next meeting, and to make all three staff members' raises effective as of January 1^*

of this year.

New Business

New Council Chambers Electrical Bids

After some discussion regarding the bids not being apples-to-apples, and specific types of fixtures

not having been decided upon, Councilmember Beck moved that we table approval on any bids until

they are brought back before them, apples-to-apples, with more specifics.
Motion: Beck

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Flomola, Viray
Motion Carried

2"^: Peto

Nay:0

New Council Chambers Drywall Bids

These bids were also not apples-to-apples for true comparison. Some of them included paint and
some did not. Councilmember Flomola asked that this also be brought back to Council once they are

made to be apples-to-apples.
Motion: Flomola

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Flomola, Viray
Motion Carried

2"'*: Beck

Nay: 0

Paint Striper Machine Bids

As Council reviewed the bids, and Clerk Fields reminded them that a maximum of $30,000 was

budgeted for Capital Equipment purchases in the Transportation Impact Fees fund in the 2023

Budget, Attorney Ridenour advised that a purchase of this size requires a Call for Bids. There was

some discussion regarding looking for a used striper, and the possibility of hiring the striping to be

done rather than buying the machine. Councilmember Shealy suggested we solicit for more bids.

Motion: Shealy

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Flomola, Viray
Motion Carried

Peto

Nay:0
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Rotate Mayor Pro Tern
Councilmember Beck nominated Councilmember Peto to rotate in as Mayor Pro Tern

2"'*: Homola

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Homola, Viray
Motion Carried

Motion: Beck

Nay: 0

Rotate Finance Committee

Councilmember Homola nominated Councilmember Shealy to rotate onto the Finance Committee
Motion: Homola

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Homola, Viray
Motion Carried

2"'^: Viray

Nay: 0

Town Clerk's Report

● Will be receiving a $56,225.00 reimbursement from the Transportation Improvement Board

this month, for last summer's crack-seal project

●  Due to its relatively low risk factors, Yacolt qualified for significantly lower insurance rates than

most municipalities

● Will soon be closing out 2022 and posting all 2022 financial reports on the Town website

● W-2s and 1099s should be out by next week or the week after

●  Update to the Records Review update: Financial records are done; HR and Information

Management are almost done; then only 4 more boxes of Agency Management records to go

through. They're seeing light at the end of the tunnel!

Public Works Department Report

● We've just had some huge wind events; besides lots of branches blowing down, the

readerboard by the cemetery was blown down; otherwise no other significant damage
observed

●  Town Park has been cleaned up; Rec Park and Ballfields are bad- they are next for clean-up

● Will be taking down the Christmas lights this week

●  The new readerboard is next on the big task list

Attorney's Comments

Cautioned everyone to watch out for spam emails - he told a story about how he got caught up in a

scam just before Christmas.

Citizen Communication

None

Approve to Pay Bills on Behalf of the Town

2"'': Shealy

Aye: Shealy, Peto, Beck, Homola, Viray

Motion Carried
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Council's Comments

Shealy - Inspired Learning is going to start doing once/month home-school co-ops on the 2"^

Friday of every month, at 6;30pm., open to any age/grade level

Viray - Happy New Year! She sees great energy in this Council, and looks forward to a happy,

prosperous year

Homola - NCEMS will be working this week to select an interim Chief to replace Shaun Ford

Mayor's Comments

It's been a wonderful first meeting of the year. She's looking forward to getting a lot

accomplished this year. She is planning to attend AWC's City Action Days Feb. 15-16, and invited

any Council Members who are interested in going to join her. Happy New Year to all; Council is

working so well together; she's grateful for everyone in this room.

Adjourn

9:14 pm

1

Mayor Katelyn Listek Clerk Stephanie Fields

fj. Ih-'U-£pJ ^'^3
Approved by Council vote on
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ORDINANCE #589

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON, PROVIDING FOR
INCREASED STIPENDS FOR THE TOWN’S MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE TOWN

COUNCIL; AMENDING CHAPTER 2.20 OF THE YACOLT MUNICIPAL CODE, [OFFICERS’

COMPENSATION]; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Recitals

Whereas, the Town of Yacolt. (hereafter ""Town ” or ""Yacolt"), desires to provide compensation to its

Mayor and Council members in accordance with Washington law;

Whereas, pursuant to RCW 35.27.130, the Town's Mayor and members of the Town Council may receive

a salary or compensation for their services to the Town at such levels as the Town Council may establish

by ordinance;

Whereas, pursuant to Chapter 2.20 of the Yacolt Municipal Code, (hereafter ""YMC'), the Mayor’s

compensation is currently set at Seven Hundred Dollars ($700.00) per month, and the compensation

of Council members is cun'ently set at Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each meeting attended that relates to
Town business;

Whereas, at its regular Council meeting held on December 5, 2022, the Town Council decided to increase

the Mayor’s monthly stipend to One Thousand Dollars, ($1,000.00), effective as of January 1,2023;

Whereas, at its regular Council meeting held on December 5, 2022, the Town Council decided to increase

the Council members’ stipend to One Hundred Dollars, ($100.00), per meeting, and to maintain the

current maximum compensation of Three Thousand Dollars, ($3,000.00), per Council member per

calendar year;

Whereas, Article XI, §8, and Article XXX, §1, of the Washington State Constitution provide generally

that the salary or compensation of any voting elected public officer of the Town shall not be increased or

decreased after the election of such public officer or during the term of office for which the officer was
elected;

Whereas, Yacolt’s 2023 Budget, adopted by Ordinance #588 on December 12, 2022, contains adequate

appropriations for the increased stipend amounts in its General Fund, (Fund #001); and,

Whereas, the Town Council of the Town of Yacolt is in regular session this 9* day of January, 2023, and
all members of the Town Council have had notice of the time, place, and purpose of said meeting;

NOW THEREFORE, be it Ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Yacolt, Washington:

Section 1 - Adoption of Recitals: The foregoing Recitals are hereby ratified and confirmed as being

true and correct and are hereby made a part of this Ordinance upon adoption hereof

Section 2 - Amendment of YMC Chapter 2.20 - Officers’ Compensation: Chapter 2.20 of the YMC

[Officers’ Compensation] is hereby amended as set forth below. New text is shown by underline.
Deleted text is shown by strikethrough.
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Section 2.20.010, Compensation of the Mayor: YMC Section 2.20.010,

[Compensation of the Mayor], is hereby amended as set forth below.

2.1

2.20.010 Compensation of the Mayor.

The compensation paid to the mayor of the town of Yacolt shall be as follows:

A. Mayor’s Stipend. The mayor shall receive compensation for his or her

services in the form of a stipend of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) $700.00 per
month, effective January 1.2023.

B. Effective Date of Adjustments to the Compensation of the Mayor. The salary
payable to the mayor may be revised from time to time by ordinance, but any

decrease in the salary payable to the mayor shall not be applicable to the term then
being served by an incumbent mayor or to the tenn of a mayor-elect if such

ordinance decreasing the mayor’s salary is adopted on or after his or her election.

Any increase in the salary payable to the mayor shall not be applicable to the term
then being served by an incumbent mayor if the incumbent mayor casts a tie

breaking vote in favor of such ordinance increasing the mayor’s salary; provided,
that if the mayor does not cast such a vote, then his or her salary may be increased

during his or her term of office effective immediately on such date as may be

provided in the ordinance.

2.2 Section 2.20.020, Compensation of the Members of the Town Council: YMC

Section 2.20.020, [Compensation of the Members of the Town Council], is hereby
amended as set forth below.

2.20.020 Compensation of the Members of the Town Council.

The compensation paid to the members of the town council of the town of Yacolt
shall be as follows:

A. Council Member Compensation. Council members shall receive

compensation in the form of a stipend, in the amount of One Hundred Dollars.

($100.00) $50.00 for attending any meeting of the town of Yacolt. This fee is

payable for attendance at any regular or special meeting of the town council, as well

as attendance at any meeting that is adjourned due to lack of quorum. The fee is also

payable for attending any meeting of any other group or organization where the

council member is attending such meeting as a representative of the town, and the

meeting is reasonably related to town business.

B. Maximum Annual Compensation. In no event shall the total compensation for

any one council member exceed $3,000 in any single 12-month calendar year.
C. Effective Date of Adjustments to the Compensation of Council Members.

The compensation payable to the members of the town council may be revised from

time to time by ordinance, but any decrease in the compensation payable to the

members of the town council shall not be applicable to the term then being served
by an incumbent council member or to the term of  a council member elect if such

ordinance decreasing the council member’s compensation is adopted on or after his

or her election. Any increase in the compensation payable to the members of the
town council shall not be applicable to the terms then being served by incumbent

council members at the time such ordinance is adopted.

Section 3 - Instructions to the Clerk: The Town Clerk is directed to perform the following tasks:

///
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Codification of Ordinance; Upon the Effective Date of this Ordinance, the Town Clerk is

directed to send a copy hereof to Code Publishing Company of Seattle, Washington, so that

the provisions of this Ordinance may be promptly reflected in the Yacolt Municipal Code.

3.1

3.2 Implementation of Stipend Increases: The Town Clerk is directed to increase the

compensation of the Mayor and the members of the Council pursuant to this Ordinance

only when the circumstances surrounding the increase as to each Officer satisfy the

conditions and requirements of Article XI, §8, and Article XXX, § 1, of the Washington

State Constitution, and the requirements of YCC 2.20.

Section 4 - Severability: If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this
Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, or

its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remaining portion of this Ordinance

shall remain in full force and effect, and the application of the provision to other persons or
circumstances shall not be affected.

Section 5 - Effective Date: The Town Clerk shall certify the adoption of this Ordinance and cause it, or

the following summary of it, to be published once within fifteen (15) days of adoption in the Town's legal

newspaper of record. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption and publication,

according to law.

Town of Yacolt - Summary of Ordinance #589

The Town Council of the Town of Yacolt adopted Ordinance #589 at its regularly

scheduled Town Council meeting held on January 9, 2023. The content of the Ordinance
is summarized in its title as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON, PROVIDING FOR
INCREASED STIPENDS FOR THE TOWN’S MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE

TOWN COUNCIL; AMENDING CHAPTER 2.20 OF THE YACOLT MUNICIPAL

CODE, [OFFICERS’ COMPENSATION]; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

The effective date of the Ordinance is January 18, 2023.

A copy of the full text of the Ordinance will be mailed upon request to the undersigned
at the Town of Yacolt Town Hall, P.O. Box 160, Yacolt, WA 98675: (360) 686-3922.

Published this 18* day of January, 2023.

Stephanie Fields, Town Clerk

th
PASSED by the Town Council of the Town of Yacolt, Washington, at a regular meeting thereof this 9

day of January, 2023.

TOWN OF YACOLT

Katelyn J. Listek, Mayor

Town of Yacolt
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Attest:

Stephanie Fields, Town Clerk

Approved as to Form:

David W. Ridenour, Town Attorney

Ayes: _

Nays: _
Absent:

Abstain:
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TOWN CLERK’S CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance is  a true and correct copy of Ordinance #589 of the Town of

Yacolt, Washington, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON,
PROVIDING FOR INCREASED STIPENDS FOR THE TOWN’S MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE

TOWN COUNCIL; AMENDING CHAPTER 2.20 OF THE YACOLT MUNICIPAL CODE,

[OFFICERS’ COMPENSATION]; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE” as approved

according to law by the Town Council on the date therein mentioned. The Ordinance has been published

or posted according to law.

Attest:

Stephanie Fields, Town Clerk

Approved: January 9, 2023

Published: January 18, 2023

Effective Date: January 18, 2023
Ordinance Number: 589
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