
 

City and Borough of Wrangell 

BOE Hearing  

AGENDA  

 

 

 
 

 

Monday, May 13, 2024  Location: Borough Assembly Chambers 

5:30 PM   
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

2.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

3.  OATH AND AFFIRMATION   

a. The Borough Clerk shall give the Oath to the Hearing Officers and the Borough Assessor.  

The Borough Clerk shall give the Oath to the Appellant(s) at the time in which their 
appeal is due to be heard by the board.  

4.  APPEAL TO BOE ON LATE APPLICATION(S) RECEIVED   

5.  BOARD OF EQUALIZATION PROCEEDINGS 

a. Property Tax Appeals   
 

6.  ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
Board of Equalization  
AGENDA STATEMENT 

 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE: 
DATE: May 13, 2024 

Agenda NO. 5 
 

Property Tax Appeals   

   

SUBMITTED BY: 
 Mike Renfro & Martins & Martins Onskulis, Borough Assessor’s 

 

Robbie Marshall, Senior Staff Accountant 
 
 

  

ATTACHMENTS: The appeals that were not resolved are listed below. There might be others that 
will be presented at the hearing. If so, those exhibits will be distributed to the board at the hearing.   

 

The Borough Assembly, sitting as the Board of Equalization will hear each 
appeal individually and make one of the following motions, based on the 
Appellant’s presentation and the Assessor’s presentation.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION MOTION: 
Move to accept the Real Property Tax Assessment prepared and presented by the Borough Assessor, 
in the amount of $___________________________ for Property Number _________________________. 
 

or 
 

Move to amend the Real Property Tax Assessment from $______________________ to 
$________________________ for Property Number _________________________. 
 
Appeals to be heard are from: 
 

Appeal # Name Parcel Number 

1 Sherri & Royce Cowan 04-003-402 

2 Sherri & Royce Cowan 04-002-323 

3 Jack Carney 02-021-117 

4 Richard Owenson 03-020-217 

5 Elizabeth Fortner Guyor 03-021-402 

6 Elizabeth Fortner Guyor - Gallery 03-021-403 

7 Jennifer Hatch (did not respond to assessor) 03-021-404 

8 John Bartlett (did not respond to assessor) 01-004-307 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT:  
At the close of the filing period for accepting Property Tax Appeals (April 19, 
2024, at 5:00pm), the borough had received 38 appeals.  
 
The Borough Assessors have made contacted or have attempted to contact all 
appellants.  
 

 If all appeals cannot be heard on this day, the BOE hearing will continue each 
day thereafter (excluding weekends) as per WMC: 

o 5.04.140 Publication of notice of equalization hearings.  
 ... The board of equalization meetings shall be held ........ and continue each day thereafter 

until its scheduled business is completed.  
 

 

 Those appellants who did not accept the decision of the assessor are listed on 
this agenda statement.   
 

 Those appellants who were unresponsive to the assessor (did not respond 
to the assessor) are listed on this agenda statement.  
 

 If there are unresolved appeal applications that are not included on this agenda 
statement, they will be printed out and provided to the board at the hearing.  

 

 The appellants who did accept the decision of the assessor will not come 
before the BOE.  
 

 All appeals submitted to the BOE will be in the order that they were originally 
submitted and subsequently signed by the appellant requesting a hearing 
before the BOE. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Board of Equalization Procedures as per WMC 5.04.210 
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A. The borough assembly will sit as the board of equalization. The mayor shall be the presiding 
officer. If the mayor is unable to perform the duties of presiding officer, the remaining board 
members shall appoint a presiding officer from the membership. 

B. The procedures in this section govern hearings before the board of equalization. The 
hearings will proceed in the order outlined below. 

1. Oath or Affirmation. The board of equalization hearing officers, the appellant, witnesses, and the 
borough assessor(s) shall each subscribe to the following affirmation: 

Appellant, witnesses, and borough assessor(s): Do you promise and affirm that the 
evidence and testimony you are about to give before this Board shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth? 

2. Assessor’s Opening Statement. The assessor will provide a brief opening statement on the 
board of equalization hearing proceedings. 

3. Appellant’s Presentation. The appellant shall have a total of five minutes to present their case. 
The appellant may appear in person or by phone and may be represented by an agent or attorney. The 
appellant may testify, call witnesses on their behalf, and present evidence and argument. The assessor 
may cross-examine the appellant or any other witness that testifies on behalf of the appellant. 

4. Assessor’s Presentation. The assessor will present evidence, testimony, and argument to 
support the assessed value of the property and may rebut evidence presented by the appellant. The 
assessor may recommend to the board to adjust the property’s assessed value. The appellant may cross-
examine the assessor. 

5. Appellant’s Rebuttal. At the conclusion of the assessor’s case, the appellant may present 
additional evidence or argument to rebut any evidence which was presented by the assessor. The 
appellant may not present new evidence other than that which is necessary to rebut the assessor’s 
evidence. 

6. Questions. The presiding officer may allow board members to ask questions of the assessor, the 
appellant, and any witnesses. 

7. Decision. Following steps in subsections (B)(1) through (6) of this section, the presiding officer will 
close the hearing and no further evidence shall be offered or considered. The board will then deliberate 
and decide on the appeal. 

B. Exhibits. Any exhibits to be offered at the hearing must be properly labeled and must be provided to the 
borough clerk at least three business days prior to the hearing. 

C. Absent Appellant. Appeals shall be heard in the order in which they were received. If an appellant is not 
present at the time scheduled, the appeal may be moved to the bottom of the appeal list and taken up after all 
other appeals have been considered by the board. If any appellant fails to appear, the board may proceed with 
the hearing in the appellant’s absence upon whatever written material the appellant has submitted. If the 
appellant is absent and has not submitted competent evidence, the appeal shall be dismissed. 
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D. Burden of Proof and Grounds for Adjustment. The appellant bears the burden of proof. The only 
ground for adjustment of a property’s assessed value is proof by a preponderance of the evidence of unequal, 
excessive, or improper valuation based on evidence before the board. 

E. Decisions of the Board. 

1. The board’s decision shall be in the form of a motion containing specific findings of fact which support 
the motion, and the vote on the motion shall be taken by roll call. If no motion is passed by the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the members voting at a meeting at which a quorum is present, the assessment as 
determined by the assessor shall be deemed upheld. 

2. A decision, once made, may not subsequently be reconsidered, amended, or rescinded by the board. 
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