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City and Borough of Wrangell 

Planning and Zoning Commission  

AGENDA  

 

 

Wednesday, April 14, 2021  Location: Zoom and Borough Assembly Chambers 

5:30 PM  City Hall  

 

Planning and Zoning Commission  Meeting  

April 14, 2021 

5:30 PM 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

B. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

C. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Minutes of Meeting of March 11, 2021 

E. PERSONS TO BE HEARD 

F. CORRESPONDENCE 

G. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Final Plat review of the Walker Replat, a subdivision and replat of Lot 12, within Block 
20, Wrangell Townsite; and Lot 3-B within Block 21, Wrangell Townsite and a portion of 
Lot 26, within Block 21, Wrangell townsite, creating Lot A, Walker Replat, zoned Multi-
Family Residential, requested by Mark and Nola Walker Family Trust. 

2. (PH)  Preliminary Plat review of the (the former Institute Property), a subdivision and 
replat of Lot 26, USS 3403; Blocks 1-3 and Tract A of Shoemaker Bay Subdivision (Plat 
87-5) including vacations of existing right-of-ways and utility easements, creating Lots 
1-40 within Block 1, and Tract A within Block 2, zoned Holding, owned by the City and 
Borough of Wrangell 

3. (PH)  Request for a zone change for Lot 1, Bradley Subdivision II from a Contract Zone 
Commercial  to Commercial District and for Lot D-A, Prunella Subdivision from Open 
Space/Public District to Commercial District, requested by Steve Prunella.  

4. (PH) Conditional Use permit request for a short term rental unit as a Bed and Breakfast 
or Extended Stay on Lot 1, Richard Gibb Subdivision,  zoned Rural Residential I, 
requested by owner Dale Parkinson  

5. (PH)  Variance permit request for a variance to the front yard setback and to the height 
requirement on Lot 8, Block 6, USS 1119 zoned Single Family Residential, requested by 
owners Greg and Tammi Meissner 
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6. Conditional Use Permit request for a cell tower on Lot 14, Block 5, USS 2127, zoned 
Single  Family Residential, owned by the City and Borough of Wrangell, requested by 
Lynx Consulting for Vertical Bridge 

H. OLD BUSINESS 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT 

J. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

K. ADJOURNMENT 
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City and Borough of Wrangell 

Planning and Zoning Commission  

 

 

 

Thursday, March 11, 2021  Location: Borough Assembly Chambers 

6:00 PM  City Hall  

 

Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting  

March 11, 2021   6:00 PM 

MINUTES 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 Present:   Terri Henson, Don McConachie, Kate Hein, Apryl Hutchinson,  Jillian Privett (arrived 

late) 

B. AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

C. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of February 11, 2021:  DM moves to approve; AH 2nds;  Approved Unanimous 

E. PERSONS TO BE HEARD 

F. CORRESPONDENCE 

G. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Conditional Use Permit application request for a home occupation for financial and tax 
assistant services on Lot 18A, Block 5, Wrangell Townsite, zoned Multi-Family Residential, 
owned and requested by Collin Dando, Dando Financial LLC 

Chair Opens Public Hearing for Items G1 and G2.  Mr. Dando is present and willing to answer 
questions. 

Closes Public Hearing. 

DM moves to approve the Findings of Fact and the conditional use permit as requested 
for an in-home office for financial services.   

AH seconds the motion 

Approved Unanimous 

 

2. Variance Permit application request for a variance to the off-street parking requirements for 
home occupations on Lot 18A, Block 5, Wrangell Townsite, zoned Multi-Family Residential, 
owned and requested by Collin Dando, Dando Financial LLC 

 (public hearing was opened conjointly with Item G1) 
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DM Moves to approve the Findings of Fact and the variance application for a variance to the 
off-street parking requirements not requiring an off-street parking place for the financial 
business 

AH seconds the motion 

Approved unanimous 

 

Staff started the recording of the meeting just prior to agenda Item 3. 

3. Conditional Use Permit application request for a home occupation for a quilt shop on Lot A-1, 
Torgramsen Subdivision, Plat No. 2010-2, zoned Single Family Residential, owned and 
requested by Lisa Torgramsen 

Chair Opens Public Hearing: 

Closes Public Hearing: 

KH Moves to approve the Findings of Fact and the conditional use permit as requested 
for an in-home quilt shop. 

JP seconds the motion 

Approved Unanimous 

 

4. Request to amend the Single Family Residential zoning of a portion of Lot A1-A, Torgramsen-
Prunella Subdivision to Commercial (the zone of the remaining portion of the 
parcel),  requested by the Wrangell Cooperative Association 

JP Moves to recommend to the Assembly to approve the draft ordinance for a zone 
change for a portion of Lot A-1A Torgramsen-Prunella Subdivision from Single Family 
Residential to Commercial 

KH seconds the motion 

Approved unanimous 

 

H. OLD BUSINESS 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT 

J. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS :   Meetings are  now able to be held in 

person. Commissioners are interested but will do either. Poll will be taken prior to next meeting on 

April 8.  

K. ADJOURNMENT 
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City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Agenda Item G1 

 

Date:  April 8, 2021 

To:   Planning and Zoning Commission 

From:  Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director  

Re:  Final Plat review of the Walker Replat, a subdivision and replat of Lot 12, within 

Block 20, Wrangell Townsite; and Lot 3-B within Block 21, Wrangell Townsite and a 

portion of Lot 26, within Block 21, Wrangell townsite, creating Lot A, Walker Replat, 

zoned Multi-Family Residential, requested by Mark and Nola Walker Family Trust. 

Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approving the final plat. 

Recommended Motion:  

Move to approve the  Final plat of the Walker Replat. 

Findings:  

The Walkers are purchasing a small lot owned by the American Legion #6 that immediately 

abuts their house.  They are also eliminating lot lines of their existing lots so that their house sits 

on a single lot.  
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City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Agenda Item G2 

 

Date:  April 5, 2021 

To:   Planning and Zoning Commission 

From:  Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director  

Re:  Preliminary Plat review of the (the former Institute Property), a subdivision and replat of Lot 

26, USS 3403; Blocks 1-3 and Tract A of Shoemaker Bay Subdivision (Plat 87-5) including 

vacations of existing right-of-ways and utility easements, creating Lots 1-40 within Block 1, and 

Tract A within Block 2, zoned Holding, owned by the City and Borough of Wrangell  

Background: 

Changes to the Institute Master Plan design by the Assembly included single family residential 

for the entire northern portion of the property. This is the preliminary plat to begin the 

development phase. 

Recommendation:  

Staff recommends approving the preliminary plat. 

Recommended Motion:  

Move to approve the  Preliminary plat of the Shoemaker Bay Subdivision II, with 

vacations of existing right-of-ways and utility easement subject to the following: 

1) The name of the subdivision will likely change 

2) The upper boundary of Lot 33 should terminate with the edge of the right-of-way.  

 

Findings:  

This is the proposed survey design for the development of the former Institute Property creating 

40 residential lots.  Lots vary in size from 17,000 square feet to 41,000 square feet.  There is at 

least a 100’ setback between the streams on each side of the development (Institute Creek and 

the unnamed creek traverseing the middle of the property.  Initial 35% complete utility design 

has been provided to Borough staff to review. The Corps of Engineers wetland fill permit  

There had been earlier discussions with Wrangell Cooperative Association about naming the 

Subdivision as part of the healing process of past memories and the cooperative effort to 

develop the land.  The Borough has reached out several times to initiate that process but are 

still waiting to hear back from the Executive Director.  

The existing platted right-of-ways and utility easements through the property per Plat No. 87-9, 

in the area of the former buildings, are being vacated in this plat and new streets and utility and 

public access easements are being created. 
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The property is zoned Holding, and the Commission has been working on a Medium Density 

Residential District for the lots within this proposed subdivision. This draft district along with the 

others the Commission have developed are still being reviewed by the Attorney and staff, and 

hopefully will come to the Commission in May or June at the latest for the zone change and new 

code. 

The upper right hand corner is where the road in the future will continue uphill to additional 

residential land. In an earlier draft  there showed a cul-de-sac and two additional lots on either 

side. Those lots and cul-de-sac have been removed for this plat and will be included at such 

time that the road is extended. After conversation with the surveyors, it was decided to remove 

the lots and cul-de-sac until the exact road alignment and extension are determined. This will 

provide an area for snow removal as well as keep options open for the road extension.  

The 30’ public access and utility easement parallel to the highway through the center of the 

development follows the drainage behind the existing fill of the former developed site. The idea 

was to keep the drainage path for stormwater flow and potentially have trail access from the 

undeveloped southside to Institute Creek. 
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Agenda Items G3 
 
 

Date: April 5, 2021 

 
To: Planning and Zoning Commission 

 
From: Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director 

 
Re: Request for a zone change for Lot 1, Bradley Subdivision II from a Contract Zone 

Commercial  to Commercial and for Lot D-A, Prunella Subdivision from Open Space/Public to 

Commercial requested by Steve Prunella.  

 
Background: 
Alpine Minimart has been operating under a Contract zone modifying the Single Family 
zoning designation to Commercial since 1988. The Contract zone has expired and the owner 
is requesting a permanent zone change.  
 
Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approving the requested zone change so that both parcels are now 

permanently zoned Commercial District.  

 
Recommended Motion:  
Move to recommend to the Assembly approval of the requested zone change for Lot 1, 
Bradley Subdivision from a Contract Zone Commercial to Commercial District and for Lot 
D-A, Prunella Subdivision from Open Space/Public District to Commercial District and 
develop an ordinance for the map change for Assembly approval. 
 
 
Review Criteria: 

Amendments: Chapter 20.76 

Single Family Residential: Chapter 20.16 

Commercial District: Chapter 20.44 

Open Space/Public:  Chapter 20.32 

Findings: 
 
The decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission is a recommendation to the Assembly. 
 
During the process of selling the adjacent Lot D-B, Prunella Subdivision, (formerly Lot 2 Bradley 

Subdivision II and a portion of Lot D, Health Care Subdivision), it was discovered that the 

Contract Zone issued in 1988 for Lots 1 and 2 Bradley Subdivision II had expired in 2018.  The 

Prunella Subdivision was completed in 2020 for the sale and now  Mr. Prunella is requesting 

that the two lots he still owns be rezoned to Commercial rather than renew a Contract Zone.   
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The adjacent lot  (Lot D-B, Prunella Subdivision) owned by SEARHC is comprised of two zones. 

The origial portion of the Lot (formerly Lot 2 Bradley Subdivision II) has reverted back to the 

Single Family Residential District and the  new portion of the lot (formerly a portion of Lot D, 

Prunella Subdivision) is still zoned Open space/Public.  

Mr. Prunella is requesting an official change to the zoning map from Single Family Residential to 

Commercial for Lot 1, Bradley subdivision II and for Lot D-A, Prunella Subdivision from 

Open/Space Public to Commercial.   The Lot 1 property with Alpine Minimart and Gas Station 

has been utilized for commercial purposes and approved for a gas station since 1988 with the 

approval of the Contract Zone. The Contract Zone originally also included Lot 2 (now Lot D-B) 

which is currently owned by SEARHC.  Lot D-A was originally part of the larger tract where the 

hospital is located and zoned Open Space/Public but was sold to Mr. Prunella in 2010 for 

potentially expanding his business.  It is still zoned Open Space/Public.  

The Planning and Zoning Commission needs to make the following findings: 

1. Findings as to need and justification for the proposed change including findings as to the 
effect which the proposed change would have on the objectives of the comprehensive 
plan; 

The Comprehensive Plan Policy32: Designate areas for commercial and industrial 

development in logical locations to promote economic opportunity and satisfy current 

and future needs.  Since 1988 there has been commercial activity on these lots. In 

recent years there has been increased commercial type activities surrounding Alpine 

Minimart and Gas Station with the construction of the clinic and hospital, the WCA 

Offices and Transportation site, and the ministorage units.  These lots being 

permanently zoned Commercial provide an opportunity to expand the existing business 

or provide additional services compatible to the existing commercial uses, supporting 

implementation of Policy 32. 

2. Findings as to the effect which the proposed change would have on property owners in the 
area of proposed boundary changes, including changes in traffic flow, population, density, 
off-street parking, sewer and water services;  

As mentioned above, there has been increased commercial activities near Wood Street 

access.  Two contract zones for the WCA transportation facility and the mini storage 

were granted and the hospital and clinic construction has increased Wood Street traffic. 

Traffic has increased on Wood Street because of the clinic and hospital but Zimovia 

Highway is the main access into town so traffic would have increased minimally due to 

the medical facilities.  Density has not increase, rather uses have changed. Sewer and 

water services are provided.  

3. Recommendation as to the approval or disapproval of the change.  

Staff is recommending approval of the permanent change to the zoning map rather than 

renewing a contract zone.  
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City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
 

AGENDA G4   
 

Date:  April 6, 2021 
 
To: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
From: Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director 
 
Re: Conditional  Use permit request for a short term rental unit as a Bed and Breakfast 
or Extended Stay on Lot 1, Richard Gibb Subdivision,  zoned Rural Residential, requested 
by owner Dale Parkinson. 

 
Review: 
Applicants are seeking to start a bed and breakfast or an extended stay accommodation 
via AirBnB in their home at 3.5  mile Zimovia Highway.  The applicant applied for the 
same in 2019 but due to access issues  the request was not granted.  
 
Recommendation:   Staff recommends approval of the proposed Bed and Breakfast. 
 
Recommended Motion: Move to approve the findings of fact and the conditional use 
permit request for the operation of a 1 unit Bed and Breakfast, subject to the 
following: 

1) Provide Guest Guidance or similar document on noise,  behavior,  to 
encourage respect for the residential district and neighbors. 

2) Access by all guests must be from the driveway directly off Zimovia 
Highway.  

3) Provide two onsite parking areas per code requirement. 

 
Review Criteria: 
 
  Chapter 20.28: Rural  Residential I 
  Chapter 20.52: Lot Standards: 
  Chapter 20.68: Conditional Use Permits 
 
Findings of Fact: 
 
Applicant is seeking to start a Bed and Breakfast or an extended stay accommodation in 
their home  at 3.5 mile Zimovia Highway. Their lot is 18,578 square feet and they are 
connected to sewer and water. 
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One and two family dwellings are permitted outright in the Rural Residential 1 (RR1) 
district  (WMC 20.28.020(A)).  Home occupations and Cottage Industries are permitted 
in the RR1 district by a conditional  use permit granted by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission (WMC 28.28.040(A and Q)).  Typically Bed and Breakfasts have been 
reviewed as a home occupation because owners reside on the premises and vacation 
rentals are reviewed as a Cottage Industry.  A B&B/extended stay (and shorter than 30 
days) in this facility would be reviewed as a home occupation as the owners live onsite.  
A long term rental in addition to the primary residence, would be permissible without 
need for a permit. 
 
The upper floor of an addition is utilized for the Bed and Breakfast and consists of 1352 
square feet.  Applicants have indicated the B&B space has kitchen, bathroom and two 
bedrooms with a living area open with kitchen.  The unit could accommodate up to 6 
people, but would only be rented to one group at a time.    
 
Off-street parking requirements for the residence and short term rental is at least 2 
places – one for the residence and one for the rental unit are required. Applicant has 
indicated at least 6 delineated parking places could be provided if necessary. 
 
At the time of the original application in 2019, the home’s only access by vehicle was to 
the back of the house via a rocked road from Zimovia Highway across Mental Health 
Trust Lands and then across an easement through the adjacent property owned by 
Brenda and Dave Mork.  
 
The original tract of land (currently split between Mork’s and Parkinson’s) was 
subdivided in 1997 and the easement recorded because at that time it was believed that 
the access belonged to Department of Natural Resources as a legitimate right-of-way. It 
wasn’t until approximately 8 years ago that the Attorney General’s office issued an 
opinion that the R.O.W. lot belongs to Mental Health Trust as a legal lot with no right-of-
way encumbrances.  
 
During the review of the previous application, Dave and Brenda Mork submitted a letter 
opposing the Conditional Use permit because of commercial use of the easement and 
safety and privacy concerns from additional individuals using the easement directly 
behind their house.  The Trust Land Office, after reviewing the application by Mr. 
Parkinson, issued a letter of no objection.  Mental Health Trust was not directly giving 
access permission to Mr. Parkinson across their property, but they were not denying 
access either.   Access was the key factor for the permit not being approved. Discussions 
centered on the option to construct a driveway directly from Zimovia Highway to the 
residence so multiple short term visitors and strangers were not utilizing an access 
easement across private residential property for a commercial purpose. In 2020, Mr. 
Parkinson was able to construct a driveway from the Highway to the residence.  
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Conditions of Approval for conditional use applications include: 
 
1) Minimal impacts on adjacent neighbors from noise, traffic, appearance, yards etc.  
Access for the B&B can be via a newly constructed driveway off Zimovia Highway.  This 
should resolve the access and privacy concerns voiced by the Mork’s previously.   
 
There may be some increase in traffic to the Parkinson residence by overnight guests. 
The access by guests should not be on the easement behind the Mork’s property. Traffic 
increase should be no more than if the unit was rented for long term use as an 
apartment to an individual or family  which is an allowable use within the zone. Many 
visitors do not have vehicles, although some do and a few rent cars. Because this facility 
is not located near downtown, it is likely guests would have a vehicle or the applicant 
would be providing transportation.  The applicant should state clearly in 
communications with guests that access is via the driveway, not the easement behind 
the house.  
 
The current appearance or yards of the residence should not change because of the 
short term rental use.  If noise is an issue due to unruly guests, the noise can be 
monitored and corrected since owners live onsite.  
 
2) Provisions of sewer and water:  The lot is connected to City sewer and water. 
 
3) Entrances and off-street parking available without safety issues: Access to the B&B 
can be via the newly constructed driveway off Zimovia Highway.  Adequate off-street 
parking is available for both the residents and guests, meeting the parking requirements 
for the proposed use.  Guests have a separate easily accessible entrance to the upstairs 
unit adjacent to their parking area.  
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City and Borough of Wrangell 
 

Agenda Item G5 
 
Date: April 6, 2021 
 
To: Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
From: Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director 
 
Re:  Variance permit request for a variance to the front yard setback and to the height requirement 
on Lot 8, Block 6, USS 1119 zoned Single Family Residential, requested by owners Greg and 
Tammi Meissner 
 

 
Background: The applicants are preparing to build a permanent residence on the above described 
lot. They received a Conditional Use permit in March 2020 for a trailer on the lot until the new house 
was constructed. 
 
Review Criteria: 
  Single Family Residential: Chapter 20.16 
  Standards: Chapter 20.52 
  Variance Permits: Chapter 20.72 
 
Recommendation:   Staff recommends approval of the setback and height requests. 

 
 
Recommended Motion:  Move to approve findings of fact and the Variance requests for a two 
(2) foot variance to the height requirement and a front yard setback of five (5) feet (a 15 foot 
variance) for both sides of the house per the submitted drawing.  
 
 
Findings of Fact:    
 
The applicant is preparing to build a permanent residence on the above described lot.   
 
The lot is almost a triangular lot as well as a corner lot and by definitions of Lot lines - rear, front and 
side (WMC 20.08.460-480), setback requirements for corner lots are 20 feet for all yards.  There are 
basically two Front Yards and two Back yards.  Standard setback requirements for the Single Family 
Residential District is 5 foot for side yards and 20 foot for front and back yards.   The residence has 
a Fourth Street address so for purposes of this report, that lot line and the other lot line bordering on 
the ROW will both be considered the front yard and the two remaining property lines the back yard.   
 
Per WMC 20.52.080, height of structures in the Single Family District should not exceed 25 feet. The 
applicant is proposing a maximum height of 27’ from grade. The only room on the second floor will 
be a single bedroom with a vaulted ceiling and no attic space. Lower edge of roof line is at 20 feet 
and windows at 16 feet to allow access by firefighters.  
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A Variance application must meet four criteria (WMC 20.72.050). 
 
1. Exceptional Physical Circumstances:  The lot is a triangular shaped lot as well as a corner lot 

and thus by the Wrangell codes has stricter setback standards at 20’ on all sides.  The triangular 
shape prevents placement of a house and garage without needing a variance.  

2. Strict application would result in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships: Strict 
application could eliminate the garage by forcing the house backwards in order to meet the 20 
foot setback on all property lines. The structure’s height could be reduced to 25 feet by 
eliminating crawl space and thus minimize access below the residence.  

3. That the granting of the variance will not result in prejudice to others, or be detrimental to 
public health, safety or welfare: The granting of the variance will not prejudice others in the 
area. with similar construction.  The variance request is consistent with other structures nearby 
on Evergreen.  

4. Granting of the variance is not contrary to the comp plan for single family residential 
development. 
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APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 

CITY OF WRANGELL 

PLANNING AND ZONING 

P.O. BOX531 

WRANGELL, AK 99929 

Application Fee $50.00 

I. The undersigned hereby applies to the City of Wrangell for a variance.
II. Description: {use additional paper if necessary)

Legal description of the area requested for the variance P,,,,z.c.t!Fc,.__ 0 < - a o s- c../ 1 8 
, i3couc.- 4, .t.... <>r g 

Lot {s) size of the petition area ---'�=-.·'"--C'J...;:Oa...O;;;;.___,S--..--_--__________ _ 

Existing zoning of the petition area __ _,S""'·'-;-_,....._iZ..--"--------------
Current zoning requirements that cannot be met {setbacks, height, etc.): ___ _ 

'5c"rr3tl"IC.K,f 

Proposed change that requires this variance /2e:--oucuv4 'S £'Tr51'+<ie.f 
--n:, ;4 t...:..."'•v:::- ffl> ,-r,t ,77) �-,c:,5v 1 ;V p,.e_�Fe=fc� C:.. cc.�?,;N 

Ill. Application information: {use additional paper if necessary) 
Explain details of the proposed development f,it!"w ffe--rzrf c��l().f'"712,,:..e:";:-;&.•.v 

'?oattr...-'=5' iA.>•'-'- l�AJc./c'c!'+c,J./ 01,� P,2H?AZ. rz l1N�:S 
A variance may be granted only if all four of the following conditions exist: 

That there are exceptional physical circumstances or conditions --? ,,, ,, _,, � ,, �-
f F?-<r7,;v�,..,...c:;71c._ "-"1,., applicable to the property or to its intended use or development _ . . n -7.€� which do not apply generally to the other properties in the same S'�.a ... �u-�-

zone. �- Cc · s;, 

-= v,e>v�.,-.:, ,'v-;r::;- /.J€
That the strict application of the provisions of this ordinance would yt::-.r 
result in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships. /9·,}etF n nr ,In ,.,,,__G A..O 

C,. /ja'2,ltt;e!° O'!V c._.-,C-�
That the granting of the variance will not result in material damage 
or prejudice to other properties in the vicinity nor be detrimental to ,., _ � _ 
the public health, safety or welfare. fac .,- ;-,P� o,-s tJ� rd,,,t?PZi'f:r 

That the granting of the variance will not be contrary to the objectives 
of the Comprehensive Plan. 

/Yo--

Explain how your application, 111eets these conditions: ('t>eN�,e_ Lor- n, ;Ott:£5" 

Note: A variance shall not be granted because of special conditions caused by 
actions of the person seekin.9- relief or for reasons of pecuniary hardship or 
inconvenience. A variance ,shall not be granted which will permit a land use in 
a zone in which that use is �rohibited. 

A schematic site plat must be attached showing the type and location of all 
Proposed uses on the site, and all vehicular and pedestrian circulation patterns 
relevant to those uses. 

I hereby affirm that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
I also affirm that I am the true and legal property owner or the authorized agent thereof for 
the property subject herein. 

SIGN URE (5) OF THE OWNER (5) OF THE LAND IN PETITION AREA 
?v 8c x /) ,,J-3 Jo& .Fo,e7>/ -4 ✓f::C 

ADDRESS 

c;)4o&-/ 
DATE 
:z,)7 3os oEJ</3

TELEPHONE 
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WRANGELL VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

PHONE: (907) 874.3223      FAX: (907) 874.3939      EMAIL: wrgfd@wrangell.com 
P.O Box 794 Wrangell, Alaska 99929 

 
 
 
            

April 8, 2021 
 
 
 
Planning and Zoning,  
 
After review of the plans submitted by Greg and Tammi Meissner with regard to their proposed 
building at Parcel 01-005-418, Block 6, Lot 8. It has been determined that the proposed 
elevation is within acceptable limits as the space in the peaked portion of the building will be 
uninhabited and will remain vaulted ceiling with no attic space.  
 
Following the Wrangell Borough Code and the International Building Code 2012 this request  is 
approved as submitted. 
 
 
 

Tim Buness 

Fire Chief Tim Buness 

37

Item 5.

mailto:wrgfd@wrangell.com


 

17311 135th Avenue NE, Suite A-100, Woodinville, WA 98072 
 
 

 
 
 
25 February 2021 
 
Carol Rushmore 
Economic Development Director 
City and Borough of Wrangell 
P.O. Box 531 
Wrangell, AK 99929 
 
Re:  Vertical Bridge Project US-AK-5261 Stikeen Wireless Communication Site project 
narrative. 
 
Ms. Rushmore, 
 
The following is a brief description of the proposed project based on final zoning 
drawings (FZD’s) dated 1/19/21 and included as part of this narrative: 
 
Vertical Bridge proposes to install a 150’ monopole communication tower on 50’ x 50’ 
fenced, leased portion Lot 14 (aka Parcel number 01-005-327) owned by the City of 
Wrangell.   
 
Access to that site will be via a new, non-exclusive 20’ wide access and utility easement 
across the southern portions of Lots 12 and 13 (aka parcels 01-005-323 and 01-005-
325).  While there is an alley identified to the south of these latter two parcels, 
topography (i.e., steepness of that area) render this route unusable as an access point to 
the proposed Vertical Bridge lease area. 
 
The communication tower and lease area are designed to accommodate three additional 
wireless carriers.  In addition, there will be site ownership identification placards with 
emergency contact information clearly visible together with all applicable warning 
signs and the tower will be equipped with anti-climbing devices. 
 
The initial tenant for this site will be Verizon Wireless whose 4G antennas will be 
positioned at a height of approximately 147’ above ground level and which will occupy 
a portion of the lease area as shown on the FZD’s.  Included as part of this installation 
will be a back-up generator.   
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17311 135th Avenue NE, Suite A-100, Woodinville, WA 98072 
 
 

 
 
The coverage objective for the Verizon wireless communication facility will be the 
north end of Wrangell Island including the residential areas, the airport, and the islands 
to the North. 
 
Granting the permit to proceed with this project will greatly enhance wireless coverage 
in the are and will provide an opportunity for other wireless carriers to provide coverage 
to the north end of Wrangell Island. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this proposal please feel free to contact me by 
either email jaro@lynxconsulting.org or by telephone at 206-661-5010. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Joel Aro 
 
Attachments: 
 
Final Zoning Drawings 
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