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Advisory Board Members Present:  
Adrienne Scritsmier 
Seiji Shiratori 
Ashleigh Sumerlin 
Tracy Sailors 
Sruthi Menon 
Aaron Reyna 
Sammy Scarpone 
Dave Schalk 
Lois Reimer- Emeritus (observing) 
 

 
Staff Present:  
Erica Behler – Recreation Coordinator 
 
 
 
Members of the Public Present:  
Graham Morris - JASO 
  
 
 

 

AGENDA ITEM ACTIONS 

CALLED TO 
ORDER 

6:02 p.m. 

Minutes 
 

A.  1/12/22 minutes approved (all in favor) 

Public 
Comment 

A. N/A 

Welcome & 
Presentation- 
Graham JASO 

A. Graham Morris of JASO (The Japan-America Society of Oregon) gave a 
presentation on the organization and how the board can get involved in the future.  
 
JASO is a 501c3 organization whose mission is “to support business and develop 
community by strengthening the US-Japan relationship” – established in 1907, 
JASO is the third oldest JAS in the United States. JASO is a membership 
organization and is volunteer driven, with 2 full-time and 1 part-time staff. 
 
Graham mentioned several workshops and events that JASO is putting on in the 
near future and encouraged the board to consider attending.  
 
Opportunities to Explore: 
Education Committee: Elementary Classroom Visits “Japan on the Road”- 
education committee (2-hour curriculum) grant funded (WLWV not enrolled) 
High School “Pacific Northwest Japan Bowl” – WLWV High School not enrolled 
Culture Committee- Sammy is a member! Shinnenkai, Beer Garden, Movie Nights 
Membership Committee- 150 Japanese companies in Oregon that have some sort 
of bricks and mortar (soy sauce factory in Salem) 
Workplace Language and Culture: presentations on workplace culture in japan 
(*could be a good fit for us to take this presentation) 
 
JASO Memberships available for groups/boards/organizations  
JASO is not currently working/collaborating with any other Sister City Boards or 
Orgs. Graham showed the JASO website which features a sister city map 
component.  
 
Dave expressed the need for the board to be more connected with the business 
community, and asked Graham if JASO had experience with importing Japanese 
products and introducing them to the greater Portland/Oregon community. Graham 
said that while JASO is not an economic development center or a chamber of 
commerce, they do work with many people in the business community. Graham 
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explained that JASO helps make connections with the Japan/American community 
and local Japanese businesses such as a Japanese dentist, a Japanese hair 
dresser, where do the Japanese kids go to school, etc… helps families settle in.  
 
This is a cool company Sammy mentioned that has sponsored JASO events in the 
past- could be a cool connection for us to make - https://kirikomade.com/  (I need to 
go here ASAP) 
 
Adrienne requested more information on how the programs like ‘japan on the road’ 
and ‘japan bowl’ etc… are getting into the schools. Graham explained that it’s 
usually the school that makes the request. The request form is online. This could 
be something that we approach the schools about after we learn a little bit 
more about the program.  
 
FYI- we are now bronze members of JASO listed under Wilsonville-Kitakata 
Sister City Advisory Board 
 

 

Budget Review A. Seiji - $1743 had been spent at the time of this meeting. (total budget is $20,000) 
 

Ashleigh mentioned the 35th anniversary of the sister city relationship will be coming up 
in October 2022, and is something to think about purchasing for during this fiscal year 
(fiscal year runs July 1 – June 30)  
 
Other notes: funds do not accrue. If we do not use the full amount in our budget, the 
money will go back into the general fund. Erica has requested the full $20,000 for the 
22/23 budget year.  
 

Survey Review A. Adrienne shared a draft survey she created in google forms. She created one for 
Wilsonville residents and one for Kitakata residents.  

 
Comments:  
Erica mentioned Let’s Talk Wilsonville! As an opportunity to post surveys for the 
Wilsonville community. You can find that community interface here: 
https://www.letstalkwilsonville.com/  
 
Dave requested that some terminology be added to the survey that says ‘short term 
host’ – this will help clarify that we are looking for host families to welcome a student 
for about 10 days to two weeks. (a lot of folks seem to think this is a much longer 
commitment) 
 
We will likely use Hanae to help translate the survey into kanji. 
 
Follow-up: Adrienne will continue to tweak the survey and then will send to Erica. 
Erica will then review and send the survey out to all board members for further 
comment.  

 

Review of 
School 
Meetings 
 

 
A. All board members expressed a lot of positive feedback about the school meetings. 

Erica has a follow up meeting with Tomita san and Hanae to review the meetings 
and talk next steps. 
 
Takeaway: Involve more school-aged children if possible, and involve community 
center seniors! 

https://kirikomade.com/
https://www.letstalkwilsonville.com/
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Pen-Pal Program struggling to gain participation 
Valentine’s Day Cards – order valentines for board members to fill out 
Order gift basket for City Hall 
 
Update: Package has been sent! 
 

Cherry Blossom 
Week 

 

 
A. Tracy gave an update on the Japanese Tea Ceremony on April 7. Tracy said she 

has been working with an individual named Barbara Walker who has done past 
demonstrations at the Japanese Garden in Portland. Tracy and Erica have since 
met with Barbara and she will be hosting demonstrations from 3:30pm – 6:30pm on 
Thursday, April 7 in Town Center Park. Weather permitting; demonstrations will take 
place on the stage in the park. If it raining, demonstrations will be moved inside the 
Parks and Rec Admin Office in Town Center Park. 

B. Erica gave an overview of the schedule she had created with the various events and 
descriptions. She also gave a brief update on the facebook event page, which can 
be found here: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/3108879699431265/?active_tab=discussion  

C. Erica briefly mentioned the possibility of getting a hot air balloon – risk management 
has since said no to this idea 

D. See event flyers below meeting notes 
E. Purchase mochi for handout during events –(has since been purchased- thank you 

Sammy) 
F. Kitakata will be sending some gift items to us for the photo contest giveaway 

Revisit Strategic 
Plan 

A. The board did not get to strategic plan review as Cherry Blossom week took priority 

Board 
Comments  

A. The board will temporarily move their monthly meetings to Tuesday evenings until 
the second week of May to accommodate a class that Erica is taking on Wednesday 
nights (Thanks team!) 

ADJOURN 7:55 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/3108879699431265/?active_tab=discussion
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NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
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LINK TO REGISTER: https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/crystal-bowl-

soundbath/10299 

 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/crystal-bowl-soundbath/10299
https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/crystal-bowl-soundbath/10299
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NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
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NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
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LINK TO REGISTER:  

https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/oil-painting-cherry-blossoms/10618 

 

 

 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/oil-painting-cherry-blossoms/10618
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LINK TO REGISTER: https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/the-birth-of-sake-

documentary-screening/10533 

 

 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/the-birth-of-sake-documentary-screening/10533
https://apm.activecommunities.com/cityofwilsonville/Activity_Search/the-birth-of-sake-documentary-screening/10533
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NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
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