
 

White Salmon Community Development Committee Meeting 
A G E N D A  

November 16, 2020 – 5:30 PM 
Via Zoom Teleconference 

Meeting ID: 873 8457 9926 Passcode: 143462 
Call in Numbers: 

             669-900-6833                  929-205-6099             301-715-8592 
             346-248-7799                  253-215-8782             312-626-6799 

 
 

Call to Order/Roll Call 

Action Items 
1. Proposed Housing Rental Code, WSMC 8.60 

a. Presentation and Discussion 
b. Action 

2. Proposed Resolution 2020, Regarding Climate Change Emergency 
a. Presentation and Discussion 
b. Action  

 
Please note members of the public will be allowed to interact with the committee members 
during the committee meeting to ask questions or make suggestions regarding the topics on 
the agenda. Please use the chat or raise hand feature in Zoom to indicate that you have a 
comment or a question. 
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File Attachments for Item:

1. Proposed Housing Rental Code, WSMC 8.60

a. Presentation and Discussion

b. Action
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AGENDA MEMO 
 
Needs Legal Review:   No 
Community Development 
Meeting Date:   November 16, 2020 
Agenda Item:    Proposed Rental Housing Code, WSMC 8.60 
 
Action Required 
Review proposed Rental Housing Code, WSMC 8.60 and provide recommendations to city council 
regarding adoption. 
 
Explanation of Issue 
The City Council has previously discussed the development of tenant protections. The attached 
proposed WSMC 8.60, Rental Housing Code takes the previous discussions and puts them in a 
code format. Staff and the city attorney have done an initial review and incorporated their changes. 
Staff is asking the Community Development Committee to review the proposed code and make a 
recommendation to the city council that it be adopted. The code will go through a final review by the 
city’s attorney before it is scheduled for a public hearing before the city council. 
 
The committee discussed this previously. Attached are some comments from Jim Ransier with some 
“calculator scenarios.” 
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Scenario 1 - 3+ Month Lease Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security 500.00$     3,100.00$  2,500.00$  2,500.00$  2,500.00$  
Move In Fees 100.00$     
Total 600.00$    No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 24% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent -$           3,100.00$  2,500.00$  2,500.00$  2,500.00$  
First Month Rent 2,500.00$ 

Installments No Below 25%
3 Monthly Installments -$           

Scenario 2 - 3+ Month Lease Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security 500.00$     3,533.33$  3,533.33$  3,533.33$  2,500.00$  
Move In Fees 100.00$     
Total 600.00$    No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 24% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent 2,500.00$ 5,600.00$  2,500.00$  2,500.00$  2,500.00$  
First Month Rent 2,500.00$ 

Installments Yes Last Month Rent Charged
3 Monthly Installments 1,033.33$ 

Scenario 3 - 3+ Month Lease Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security 1,000.00$ 3,333.33$  3,333.33$  3,333.33$  3,000.00$  
Move In Fees -$           
Total 1,000.00$ No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 33% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent -$           4,000.00$  3,000.00$  3,000.00$  3,000.00$  
First Month Rent 3,000.00$ 

Installments Yes % above 25%
3 Monthly Installments 333.33$     

Scenario 4 - 3+ Month Lease Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security -$           2,800.00$  2,800.00$  2,800.00$  2,100.00$  
Move In Fees -$           
Total -$           No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 0% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent 2,100.00$ 4,200.00$  2,100.00$  2,100.00$  2,100.00$  
First Month Rent 2,100.00$ 

Installments Yes Last Month Rent Charged
3 Monthly Installments 700.00$     
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Scenario 5 - 3+ Month Lease Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security 500.00$      1,400.00$   1,400.00$   1,400.00$   1,200.00$   
Move In Fees 100.00$      
Total 600.00$     No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 50% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent -$            1,800.00$   1,200.00$   1,200.00$   1,200.00$   
First Month Rent 1,200.00$  

Installments Yes % above 25%
3 Monthly Installments 200.00$      

Scenario 6 - Month to Month Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security 500.00$      4,050.00$   4,050.00$   2,500.00$   2,500.00$   
Move In Fees 100.00$      
Total 600.00$     No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 24% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent 2,500.00$  5,600.00$   2,500.00$   2,500.00$   2,500.00$   
First Month Rent 2,500.00$  

Installments Yes Last Month Rent Charged
2 Monthly Installments 1,550.00$  

Scenario 7 - Month to Month Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security 1,000.00$  2,000.00$   2,000.00$   1,500.00$   1,500.00$   
Move In Fees -$            
Total 1,000.00$  No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 67% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent -$            2,500.00$   1,500.00$   1,500.00$   1,500.00$   
First Month Rent 1,500.00$  

Installments Yes % over 25%
2 Monthly Installments 500.00$      

Scenario 8 - Month to Month Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Security -$            2,700.00$   2,700.00$   1,800.00$   1,800.00$   
Move In Fees -$            
Total -$            No Installment (for comparison)
Percentage 0% Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4
Last Month Rent 1,800.00$  3,600.00$   1,800.00$   1,800.00$   1,800.00$   
First Month Rent 1,800.00$  

Installments Yes Last Month Rent Charged
2 Monthly Installments 900.00$      
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File Attachments for Item:

2. Proposed Resolution 2020, Regarding Climate Change Emergency

a. Presentation and Discussion

b. Action
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AGENDA MEMO 
 
Needs Legal Review:   No 
Community Development 
Meeting Date:   November 16, 2020 
Agenda Item:    Proposed Resolution Endorsing Declaration of Climate Emergency and 

Emergency Mobilization Effort to Restore a Safe Climate 
 
Action Required 
Review proposed resolution endorsing the declaration of climate emergency and emergency 
mobilization effort to restore a safe climate submitted by Community Upcycle. 
 
Explanation of Issue 
Attached is the resolution as presented to the city council. The city council has remanded the 
proposed resolution back to the Community Development Committee. David Lindley, Council 
Member submitted comments which are attached. He referenced the Hood River resolution so it is 
also attached. 
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Resolution 2020-11-509 
Declaring Climate Emergency and 
Cost-Saving Action Plan 
Page 1 

RESOLUTION 2020-11-509 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF WHITE SALMON, WASHINGTON, 

DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND COST-SAVING ACTION PLAN 
 

WHEREAS, the world is already seeing the impacts of a warmer climate in rising seas, 
and more frequent and intensifying wildfires, droughts, floods, and other extreme weather 
events; and 

 
WHEREAS, global warming over 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels will negatively 

affect human health, livelihoods, food security, water supply, human security, and economic 
growth resulting in species loss and extinction.1 In April 2016 world leaders recognized the 
urgent need to act by signing the Paris Agreement, agreeing to pursue “efforts to limit the 
temperature increase to 1.5°C”;2 and 

 
WHEREAS, restoring a safe and stable climate compels the City of White Salmon to 

participate in a global effort to rapidly and safely reduce existing greenhouse emissions and 
drawdown excess carbon from the atmosphere; to protect our economy, land, people, and all 
species; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of White Salmon acknowledges that our local community is 

extremely vulnerable to wildfire and that climate change intensifies the threat of increasingly 
severe fire events and associated public health risks; and 

 
WHEREAS, the burning of fossil fuels generates local toxic emissions in addition to 

climate emissions, which contribute significantly to local public health costs, reduced 
productivity, and premature deaths; and 

 
WHEREAS, the operating costs of clean-energy infrastructure, such as renewable energy 

generation, zero-emission vehicles, and energy efficient buildings, are lower than comparable 
fossil-fueled infrastructure, and the payback periods continue to decrease; and 

 
WHEREAS, electric vehicles reduce emissions, dramatically cut fuel and maintenance 

costs, and expand the electric grid thus lowering electricity ratepayer costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, clean-energy infrastructure enables independent, local energy microgrids 

which reduce wildfire risk, provide emergency power, and expand transportation options; and 
 

  

 
1 IPCC, 2018: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the 
threat of climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty [V. Masson-Delmotte, et al. (eds.)] 
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/download/ 
2 United Nations, 2016: Paris Agreement. 
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf 
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Resolution 2020-11-509 
Declaring Climate Emergency and 
Cost-Saving Action Plan 
Page 2 

WHEREAS, the City of White Salmon is committed to resilient infrastructure, cost 
reductions, and sound municipal environmental policy; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of White Salmon recognizes the need for community education 
and participation in the planning and implementation of White Salmon’s climate policy. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WHITE SALMON AS FOLLOWS:  
 

1. The City of White Salmon declares that a climate emergency threatens our 
community, our region and the world. 

 
2. The City of White Salmon commits to take steps to: 
 

a. Reduce reliance on fossil fuels in municipal operations 
 
b. Pursue local policies (e.g., adopt municipal code) and reforms that 

promote environmental stewardship and overlapping economic 
sustainability; 

 
c. Reduce municipal net greenhouse gas emissions with a target of reducing 

emissions by no less than 45% by 2030 and net zero by 2050 per 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change guidance.3  

 
d. Initiate efforts to formulate adaptation and resilience strategies in 

preparation for intensifying climate impacts such as wildfires;  
 
e. Work on climate issues in conjunction with neighboring communities with 

whom we share our fragile resources. 
 
3. That in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the transportation sector (the 

largest generator of local greenhouse gas and toxic emissions) the City of White Salmon shall 
consider:  

 
a. Planning for the phase out of fossil fuel using vehicles and replacing the 

fleet at useful life-end, with electric vehicles. 
 
b. Updating building codes to be electric vehicle ready as of December 31, 

2021. 
 
c. Addressing the expansion of pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure  

 
3 IPCC, 2018: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the 
threat of climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty [V. Masson-Delmotte, et al. (eds.)] 
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/download/ 
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Resolution 2020-11-509 
Declaring Climate Emergency and 
Cost-Saving Action Plan 
Page 3 

 
4. That in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the built environment (the 

second largest generator of local greenhouse gas emissions) White Salmon shall consider: 
 

a. The adoption of stricter above-code sustainable design strategies by 
providing resources and incentives for new construction and major 
renovations alongside the local electric and gas utilities and encourage 
builders to adopt the AIA 2030 challenge4, utilizing Zero Tool5 and 
encouraging builders to follow current ASHRAE guidelines.6  

 
b. Banning all new natural gas hookups (representing the large majority of 

building-related emissions) for remodels or new construction for units 
larger than 600 square feet, as December 31, 2021.  

 
5. The City of White Salmon commits to withdraw any city resources invested in the top 
200 oil, gas and coal companies. 
 
6. The City of White Salmon shall consider adopting local policies and incentives in its 
codes that pursue a net gain of trees, in recognition of the positive effects that plants and trees 
have on air and water quality, ecosystem biodiversity, carbon capture, and ultimately, human 
health. 
 
7. The City of White Salmon commits to pursuing opportunities and funding from the 
Klickitat Public Utility District, Klickitat County and the State of Washington to address the 
climate and ecological emergency and its impacts through existing hazard mitigation and 
emergency management programs. 
 
8. The City of White Salmon commits to creating a community task force and direct said 
task force to research, study and advise. The Task Force is to produce an annual report accessible 
to the public on city progress toward the above resolutions. 
 
9. The City of White Salmon commits to public education and community participation 
addressing the ecological crisis. 
 
10. The City of White Salmon commits to keeping the concerns of vulnerable communities 
central to all climate change mitigation planning processes and to proactively seek participation 
of such communities. 
 
11. The City of White Salmon joins a call for a regional, national, and international climate 
emergency mobilization effort. 
 
  

 
4 ARCHITECTURE 2030. The 2030 Challenge. https://architecture2030.org/2030_challenges/2030-challenge/ 
5 ARCHITECTURE 2030. Zero Tool. http://zerotool.org/zerotool 
6 Commercial ASHRAE Standard 90.1-2019, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings. 
Commercial ASHRAE, Standard 90.2-2018, Energy Efficient Design of Low-Rise Residential Buildings. https://www.ashrae.org 
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Resolution 2020-11-509 
Declaring Climate Emergency and 
Cost-Saving Action Plan 
Page 4 

This resolution shall take effect after its passage by the City Council. 
 

ADOPTED by the Council of the City of White Salmon, Washington. Dated this 4th day 
of  November, 2020.       
 
      _________________________________________ 
      Marla Keethler, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
___________________________________ __________________________________________ 
Jan Brending, Clerk Treasurer  Kenneth B. Woodrich,  City Attorney 
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From: David Lindley
To: Jan Brending
Subject: Climate Resolution (2020-11-059)
Date: Friday, November 13, 2020 11:57:30 AM

Jan -

Below are my thoughts on the draft Climate Resolution (2020-11-059), please share with the
Community Development Committee for their consideration.

General Comments 

Consider the intent of using the word "Emergency" given it is not being utilized to invoke
emergency authority, it is merely to communicate urgency or crisis.  Is that the tone we want
to take?  Or would it be more beneficial to pass a Climate Adaptation Strategy or a Climate
Resilience Plan?  From my vantage, I would rather focus on clear policy direction and
establishing a task force to provide direction, rather than hand waving or alarm bell ringing, I
think there is plenty of that.

I think less is more at this point, consider the Resolution Hood River passed, I think it is more
straightforward and doesn't box them into corners on what will or will not be considered.  The
current WS version seems oddly specific and general in its tone.  Calling out specific things
like considering banning natural gas hook-ups implies emphasis on that, which may be critical
but it de-prioritizes items that aren't explicitly identified.  Consider what the appropriate level
of specificity on a topic is (fossil fuel use, EV, building codes, etc)

Strike specific non-relevant portions such as divestment from the "top 200 oil, gas and coal
companies".

Currently the Resolution doesn't identify Climate Resiliency as an emphasis i.e. a focus on
protecting/conserving the quantity and quality of municipal drinking water, promoting native
vegetation on private land, promoting on-site storm-water retention, etc.  Even some general
mention of these actions would set the City up for initiatives in the works or areas we know
we are going to need to address (White Salmon Source Reliability Study, future storm-water
management efforts).   If we pursue large projects in the future regarding stormwater or a
drinking water source change we will need public funding and funders like to see plans or
Resolutions that specifically call out such actions.  The Resolution specifically calls out
increased wildfire risk, we should be mindful this risk isn't just to the City proper but also to
our forested municipal watershed (Buck Ck) and we could be proactively cooperating with
DNR to reduce fire risk to protect the source of our drinking water.

Consider identifying some of the stakeholders who would be included in the Task Force and
inviting their feedback on the Resolution language so there is buy-in from the start.

Overall, I hope the Resolution reads less like boilerplate from 350.org and other organizations
and more like a specific policy focus for the City of White Salmon.

Specific Comments

Recitals (Whereas statements) would benefit from one that ties actions or areas of
consideration in the Resolution to the existing Comprehensive Plan or recent Community
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Visioning outreach.

The third recital states "restoring a safe and stable climate compels...", reconsider wording, I
am not sure "restoring a climate" or "stabilizing a climate" are obtainable or really the
objective.  In this same recital, "drawdown excess carbon" is odd phrasing, drawdown could
be removed.

In Resolved section 2d, "Initiate efforts to formulate adaptions and resilience strategies..." see
comments above about making this more central to Resolution, if it stays like current version,
consider expanding scope beyond wildfires i.e. severe weather events, stormwater run-off,
reduced water availability and drought.

Add the word inclusion in community participation whereas statement (see HR example).

In Resolved section 2e, could emphasize working in conjunction with diverse communities
within the City and "neighboring communities".

The resolved sentence calling for a net gain in trees (6) could be expanded to include
promotion of native, low water landscaping and rain capture.

Resolved sentence 10 calls for keeping the concerns of vulnerable communities central to all
climate change mitigation planning, consider inserting "and impacts to tribal treaty resources"
after vulnerable communities.

The last resolution (11) states the City of WS joins a call for a regional, national, and
international climate emergency mobilization effort, this omits tribal and native calls for
action which have been at the forefront.

David Lindley (he/him/his)
City Council Position #2
DavidL@ci.white-salmon.wa.us
509-830-0034
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