
 

White Salmon Community Development Committee Meeting  
A G E N D A  

September 21, 2020 – 5:30 PM 
Via Zoom Teleconference 

Meeting ID: 852 7439 3719 Passcode: 490334  
Call in Numbers: 

             669-900-6833                  929-205-6099             301-715-8592 
             346-248-7799                  253-215-8782             312-626-6799 

We ask that the audience call in instead of videoing in or turn off your 
camera, so video does not show during the meeting to prevent disruption. 

Thank you. 
 

Call to Order 

Discussion Items 
1. Proposed Rental Housing Code, WSMC 8.60 
2. Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 - October 15) Planning 
3. Native American Heritage Month - November Planning 
4. Proposed Resolution Endorsing Climate Emergency 
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AGENDA MEMO 
 
Needs Legal Review:   No 
Community Development 
Meeting Date:   September 21, 2020 
Agenda Item:    Proposed Rental Housing Code, WSMC 8.60 
 
Action Required 
Review proposed Rental Housing Code, WSMC 8.60 and provide recommendations to city council 
regarding adoption. 
 
Explanation of Issue 
The City Council has previously discussed the development of tenant protections. The attached 
proposed WSMC 8.60, Rental Housing Code takes the previous discussions and puts them in a 
code format. Staff and the city attorney have done an initial review and incorporated their changes. 
Staff is asking the Community Development Committee to review the proposed code and make a 
recommendation to the city council that it be adopted. The code will go through a final review by the 
city’s attorney before it is scheduled for a public hearing before the city council. 
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“EXHIBIT A” 
 

CHAPTER 8.60 
RENTAL HOUSING CODE 

 
Sections: 
8.60.010 Purpose and Intent. 
8.60.020 Definitions. 
8.60.030 Distribution of information required. 
8.60.040 Deposit requirements and installment payments permitted. 
8.60.050 Notice requirement generally—reasonable accommodation request. 
8.60.060 Notice to increase rent requirements. 
8.60.070 Notice to vacate requirements. 
8.60.080 Tenant relocation assistance 
8.60.090 Compliance and enforcement. 
8.60.100 Severability. 
 
8.60.010 Purpose and Intent. 
The purpose of this chapter is to establish regulations supporting the topic of increasing housing 
security, and to establish standards and enforcement mechanisms as they relate to rental housing 
within the City limits of White Salmon. 
 
It is the City’s intent to continue its long-term commitment to maintain vibrant and diverse 
neighborhoods within White Salmon. 
 
The regulations contained in this chapter balance the needs of the landlord, tenant, and the City 
while creating a partnership to ensure safe, healthy, and thriving rental housing in White Salmon. 
The City recognizes that the renting of residential property is a commercial venture where 
owners and landlords must evaluate risk, profit, and loss. Providing housing for White Salmon 
residents directly impacts quality of life at the most basic level, and therefore requires 
regulations to ensure that it is equitably undertaken. This chapter strives to ensure housing 
security for current and future residents, and addresses potential retaliation against tenants who 
make complaints about housing conditions. 
 
8.60.020 Definitions. 
Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this 
chapter: 
 
“Assisted housing development” means a multifamily rental housing development that either 
receives government assistance and is defined as federally assisted housing in RCW 59.28.020, 
or that receives other federal, state, or local government assistance and is subject to use 
restrictions. 
 
“Change of use” means the conversion of any dwelling unit from a residential use to a 
nonresidential use; conversion from one type residential use to another type residential use, such 
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as a conversion to a retirement home, emergency shelter, transient hotel, or short-term rental as 
defined in White Salmon Municipal Code (“WSMC”); the removal of use restrictions, including 
those in an assisted housing development; provided that an owner displacing a tenant so that the 
owner or immediate family member can occupy the rental dwelling unit shall not constitute a 
change of use. Any “change of use” are provided herein requires displacement of a tenant. 
 
“Days” means calendar days unless otherwise provided. 
 
“Demolition” means the destruction of any dwelling unit. Any “demolition” as provided herein 
requires displacement of a tenant. 
 
“Director” means the City Administrator, or the City Administrator’s designee. 
 
“Displacement” or “displaced” means the demolition, substantial rehabilitation, or change of use 
requiring existing tenants to vacate the dwelling unit, but shall not include the relocation of a 
tenant from one dwelling unit to another dwelling unit with the tenant’s consent. 
 
“Dwelling unit” means a structure or part of a structure used as a home, residence, or sleeping 
place by one, two, or more persons maintaining a common household, including, but not limited 
to, single-family residences and multiplexes, apartment buildings, and mobile homes. 
 
“Housing costs” means the compensation or fees paid or charged, usually periodically, for the 
use of any property, land, buildings, or equipment for residential purposes. For purposes of this 
chapter, housing costs include the basic rent charge, but do not include utility charges that are 
based on usage and that the tenant has agreed in the rental agreement to pay, unless the 
obligation to pay those charges is itself a change in the terms of the rental agreement. 
 
“Immediate family member” includes the spouse or domestic partner, dependent children, and 
other dependent relatives. 
 
“Landlord” means a landlord as defined in and within the scope of RCW 59.18.030 and RCW 
59.18.040 of the Residential Landlord Tenant Act of 1973 (“RLTA”) in effect at the time the 
rental agreement is executed. As of the effective day of this ordinance, the RLTA defines 
“landlord” as “the owner, lessor, or sublessor of the dwelling unit or the property of which it is a 
part, and in addition means any person designated as representative of the owner, lessor, or 
sublessor including, but not limited to, an agent, a resident manager, or a designated property 
manager.” 
 
“Non-refundable move-in fees” means non-refundable payment paid by a tenant to a landlord to 
cover administrative, pet, or damage fees, or to pay for cleaning of the dwelling unit upon 
termination of the tenancy, but does not include payment of a holding fee authorized by RCW 
59.18.253(2). 
 
“Owner” means one or more persons, or entities, jointly or severally, in whom is vested: 
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A.  All or any part of the real title to property; or 
B.  All or part of the beneficial ownership, and a right to present use and enjoyment 

of the property. 
 
“Rental agreement” means a rental agreement as defined in and within the scope of RCW 
59.18.030 and RCW 59.18.040 of the state RLTA in effect at the time the rental agreement is 
executed. As of the effective day of this ordinance, the state RLTA defines “rental agreement” as 
“all agreements which establish or modify the terms, conditions, rules, regulations, or any other 
provisions concerning the use and occupancy of a dwelling unit.” 
 
“Security deposit” means a refundable payment or deposit of money, however designated, the 
primary function of which is to secure performance of a rental agreement or any part of a rental 
agreement.  
 
“Security deposit” does not include a fee. 
 
“Substantial rehabilitation” means extensive structural repair or extensive remodeling and 
requires a building, electrical, plumbing, or mechanical permit for the tenant’s dwelling unit at 
issue. Any “substantial rehabilitation” as provided herein requires displacement of a tenant. 
 
“Tenant” means any person who is permitted to occupy a dwelling unit primarily for living or 
dwelling purposes under a rental agreement and includes those persons who are considered to be 
tenants under the state RLTA, chapter 59.18 RCW and those tenants whose living arrangements 
are exempted from the state RLTA under RCW 59.18.040(3). For purposes of this chapter, 
“tenant” shall not include the owner of a dwelling unit or members of the owner’s immediate 
family. 
 
8.60.030 Distribution of information required. 
A.  Distribution of resources by landlord. 
 

1.  At the time a prospective tenant applies to reside in a dwelling unit, the landlord 
shall provide the prospective tenant with the landlord’s written rental criteria and, 
once created by the City, with a City of White Salmon informational website 
address designated by the City for the purpose of providing information about the 
property and its landlord, which may include, but is not limited to, local code 
enforcement information relating to properties within City limitsand a website 
address for the Washington Secretary of State for the purpose of providing 
information on how to register to vote or change their address, if the individual is 
already registered to vote. 

 
2.  In the event a prospective tenant cannot reasonably access the internet and at their 

request, a landlord shall provide the prospective tenant a paper copy of the 
property and landlord information that can be found on the website identified 
above. 
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B.  Distribution of information packets by landlord. 
1.  The Director shall prepare and update as necessary, summaries of this chapter, the 

Building Code  (WSMC 15.04), state RLTA (RCW 59.18), Forcible Entry and 
Forcible and Unlawful Detainer (RCW 59.12), and Fair Housing laws, describing 
the respective rights, obligations, and remedies of landlords and tenants, including 
information about legal resources available to tenants. 

 
2.  A landlord shall provide a copy of the summaries prepared by the Director to any 

tenant or prospective tenant when a rental agreement is offered, whether or not the 
agreement is for a new or renewal agreement. 

 
3.  Where there is an oral rental agreement, the landlord shall give the tenant copies 

of the summaries described herein, either before entering into the oral rental 
agreement or as soon as reasonably possible after entering into the oral rental 
agreement.  

 
4.  For existing tenants, landlords shall, within 30 days after the summaries are made 

available by the City, distribute current copies of the summaries to existing 
tenants. 

 
5.  The initial distribution of information to tenants must be in written form and 

landlords shall obtain the tenant’s signature documenting tenant’s receipt of such 
information. If a tenant refuses to provide a signature documenting the tenant’s 
receipt of the information, the landlord may draft a declaration stating when and 
where the landlord provided tenant with the required information. After the initial 
distribution of the summaries to tenants, a landlord shall provide existing tenants 
with updated summaries by the City, and may do so in electronic form unless a 
tenant otherwise requests written summaries. 

 
6.  The packet prepared by the Director includes informational documents only, and 

nothing in the summaries therein shall be construed as binding on or affecting any 
judicial determination of the rights and responsibilities of landlords and tenants, 
nor is the Director liable for any misstatement or misinterpretation of the 
applicable laws. 

 
C. Notice of resources. A landlord is required to provide a copy of a resource summary, 

prepared by the City, to any tenant when the landlord provides a notice to a tenant under 
RCW 59.12.030. 

 
8.60.040 Deposit requirements and installment payments permitted. 
A.  Installment payments, generally. Upon a tenant’s written request, tenants may pay 

security deposits, non-refundable move in fees, and/or last month’s rent in installments as 
provided herein; except that the tenant cannot elect to pay the security deposit and non-
refundable move-in fees in installments if (1) the total amount of the security deposit and 
nonrefundable move-in fees does not exceed 25 percent of the first full month’s rent for 
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the tenant’s dwelling unit; and (2) payment of last month’s rent is not required at the 
inception of the tenancy. Landlords may not impose any fee, charge any interest, or 
otherwise impose a cost on a tenant because a tenant elects to pay in installments. 
Installment payments are due at the same time as rent is due. All installment schedules 
must be in writing, signed by both parties. 

 
B.  Fixed-term tenancies for three months or longer. For any rental agreement term that 

establishes a tenancy for three months or longer, the tenant may elect to pay the security 
deposit, non-refundable move-in fees, and last month’s rent, excluding any payment 
made by a tenant to the landlord prior to the inception of tenancy to reimburse the 
landlord for the cost of obtaining a tenant screening report, in three consecutive, equal 
monthly installments that begin at the inception of the tenancy. 

 
C.  Month-to-month or two-month tenancy. For any rental agreement term that establishes a 

tenancy from month-to-month or two months, the tenant may elect to pay the security 
deposit, non-refundable move-in fees, and last month’s rent (excluding any payment 
made by a tenant to the landlord prior to the inception of tenancy to reimburse the 
landlord for the cost of obtaining a tenant screening report) in two equal installments. The 
first payment is due at the inception of the tenancy, and the second payment is due on the 
first day of the second month or period of the tenancy. 

 
D.  A tenant’s failure to pay a security deposit, non-refundable move-in fees, and last 

month’s rent according to an agreed payment schedule is a breach of the rental agreement 
and subjects the tenant to a ten-day notice pursuant to RCW 59.12.030(4), and shall mean 
that the entire amount of any outstanding payments shall become due when the next rent 
payment is due, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the landlord and tenant. 

 
E.  Paying in installments does not apply to a landlord obtaining a tenant screening report, 

which report cost paid by the tenant shall be limited to the standard and actual cost of the 
tenant screening report. Tenant is entitled to a receipt showing itemized cost of actual 
screening report. 

 
F.  No security deposit may be collected by a landlord unless the rental agreement is in 

writing and a written checklist or statement specifically describing the condition and 
cleanliness of or existing damages to the premises and furnishings, including, but not 
limited to, walls, floors, countertops, carpets, drapes, furniture, and appliances, is 
provided by the landlord to the tenant at the beginning of the tenancy. The checklist or 
statement shall be signed and dated by the landlord and the tenant, and the tenant shall be 
provided with a copy of the signed checklist or statement. 

 
G.  A landlord must place any required security deposit in a trust account and provide a 

written receipt and notice of the name, address, and location of the depository and any 
subsequent change thereof to the tenant, in compliance with the requirements of RCW 
59.18.270. 
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H.  Nothing in this Chapter 8.60 prohibits a landlord from bringing an action against a tenant 
to recover sums exceeding the amount of the tenant’s security deposit for damage to the 
dwelling unit for which the tenant is responsible. The landlord may seek attorney’s fees 
for such an action as authorized by chapter 59.18 RCW. 

 
8.60.050 Notice requirement generally – reasonable accommodation request. 
A landlord shall review and comply with all reasonable accommodation requests, as required in 
WSMC 8.60.030, received from a tenant related to the service of any notice required by this 
chapter. 
 
8.60.060 Notice to increase rent requirements. 
A landlord is required to provide the minimum written notice, as outlined in Chapter 59.18.140 
RCW, as it currently exists or is hereinafter amended, whenever the periodic or monthly housing 
costs to be charged a tenant will increase by any amount charged the same tenant for the same 
housing unit. 
 
8.60.070 Notice to vacate requirements. 
A.  The notice requirements provided in this subsection apply when premises are rented with 

monthly or other periodic tenancy and apply before the expiration of a fixed-term lease, 
unless the lease automatically converts to a month-to-month or periodic tenancy at the 
end of its expiration. 

 
B.  Requirement for notice to tenant when tenant displaced. When a tenant is to be displaced, 

a landlord may only terminate the tenancy by providing a tenant with written notice of at 
least 120 days preceding the end of the month or period of tenancy. For any notice 
provided under this subsection, the landlord shall also serve at the same time the Tenant 
Relocation Information Packet. 

 
C.  Requirement for notice to tenant for no cause termination. Unless provided otherwise 

under federal or state law applicable to low-income or affordable housing programs or 
under subsection B above, a landlord may only terminate a tenancy for no cause by 
providing the tenant written notice of at least 60 days preceding the end of the month or 
period of tenancy. Notices that are exempt from this subsection include, but are not 
limited to, notices authorized under RCW 59.12.030, as it currently exists or as 
hereinafter amended. 

 
D.  Notice requirements, generally. 
 

1.  Notices provided in this section shall comply with RCW 59.12.040, as it exists 
and as hereinafter amended. 

 
2.  The notice shall list the name of the tenant and the dwelling unit number. 
 
3.  Proof of any service under this section must be made by the affidavit or 

declaration of the person providing the notice. 
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When a copy of the notice is sent through the mail as provided in this section, service 
shall be deemed complete when such copy is deposited in the United States mail. 
 

E.  Tenant meeting. A tenant who receives a 120-day notice as provided herein may request 
an in-person meeting with the landlord to discuss the upcoming termination. If such 
request is made, the landlord shall schedule, notify tenants in writing, and hold such a 
meeting within 20 days of such request, at a time and location reasonably convenient for 
the parties. A landlord may schedule and hold one meeting for multiple tenants and 
requests. A landlord holding such meeting at a reasonable time and location shall meet 
the requirements herein, regardless of whether the impacted tenants attend. 

 
F.  The notices required herein do not apply when: 
 

1.  A landlord terminates for nonpayment of rent or for other cause allowed by the 
state RLTA, chapter 59.18 RCW, or the Forcible Entry and Forcible and 
Unlawful Detainer Act, chapter 59.12 RCW; or 

 
2.  A landlord is required to repair the dwelling unit due to a violation of the Building 

Code, WSMC 15.04 and is found to be either derelict or unfit. 
 

8.60.080 Tenant relocation assistance. 
A.  Tenant relocation assistance for condemned or unlawful dwelling. Landlords are required 

to comply with the relocation assistance and related requirements pursuant to RCW 
59.18.085, Rental of condemned or unlawful dwelling – Tenant’s remedies – Relocation 
assistance – Penalties. 
 
 

8.60.090 Compliance and enforcement. 
A.  Compliance. 
 

1.  Any rental agreement or renewal of a rental agreement in a residential unit in the 
City of White Salmon entered into after the date this code becomes effective, shall 
include, or is deemed to include, a provision requiring the provisions outlined in 
this chapter. 

 
2.  A landlord is prohibited from engaging in reprisals or retaliatory actions pursuant 

to RCW 59.18.240 and 59.18.250, as they exist or are hereinafter amended, 
including reprisals or retaliatory actions against a tenant’s good faith and lawful 
rights to organize. 

 
3.  Pursuant to provisions of the state RLTA (Chapter 59.18 RCW), landlords may 

not evict residential tenants without a court order, which can be issued by a court 
only after the tenant has an opportunity in a show cause hearing to contest the 
eviction (RCW 59.18.380). 
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a.  In addition to any other legal defense a tenant may have, it is an additional 

affirmative defense to an unlawful detainer action that a landlord failed to: 
 

(1)  Give a 120-day or 60-day “no cause” notice to a monthly or 
periodic tenant as provided in Section 1.95.070, with service 
conforming with RCW 59.12.040, prior to the end of such month 
or period, unless a different for cause notice period is specifically 
authorized by law; or 

(2)  Provide relocation assistance in a timely manner as provided in 
Sections 8.60.080 or 8.60.090. 

 
b.  Any rental agreement provision which waives or purports to waive any 

right, benefit or entitlement created by this section shall be deemed void 
and of no lawful force or effect. 

 
4.  Joint and Several Responsibility and Liability. Responsibility for violations 

subject to enforcement under this chapter is joint and several, and the City is not 
prohibited from taking action against a person where other persons may also be 
potentially responsible persons, nor is the City required to take action against all 
potentially responsible persons. 

 
B.  Rebuttable Presumption. 
 

1.  If a landlord provides a 60-day notice to vacate under WSMC 8.60.070.C, and 
within 90 days after the tenant vacates the dwelling unit, the landlord commences 
activity to demolish or substantially rehabilitate or change the use of the dwelling 
unit, the City shall presume that the landlord intended to avoid the 120-day notice 
to terminate requirement in WSMC 8.60.070.B. 

 
2.  To overcome the presumption in subsection B.1, the landlord must demonstrate 

by a preponderance of evidence that either the termination was due to proper 
cause or, in the case of substantial rehabilitation, that the tenant left the dwelling 
uninhabitable such that substantial rehabilitation was necessary to rent the 
dwelling. 

 
C.  Powers and duties of the Director. 
 

1.  The Director is authorized to enforce this chapter and may promulgate rules and 
regulations consistent with this chapter, provided that the Director shall hold one 
or more public hearings prior to adoption of final rules and regulations. 

 
2.  The Director shall attempt to settle by agreement any alleged violation or failures 

to comply with the provisions of this chapter; provided that nothing herein shall 
create a right or entitlement of a landlord to settlement by agreement. 
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3.  The Director is authorized to request records from landlord and the landlord shall 

allow the Director access to such records, as well as a complete roster of tenants 
names and contact information, when requested, with at least five business days’ 
notice and at a mutually agreeable time, to investigate potential violations of the 
requirements of this chapter. 

 
D.  Notice of Violation. 
 

1.  If a violation of this chapter occurs, the Director shall issue a Notice of Violation. 
A Notice of Violation shall include: 

 
a.  The street address or a description of the building, structure, premises, or 

land in terms reasonably sufficient to identify its location where the 
violation occurred; 

 
b.  A description of the violation and a reference to the provisions of this 

chapter which have been violated; 
 
c.  A description of the action required to comply with the provisions of this 

chapter; 
 
d.  A statement that the landlord to whom a Notice of Violation is directed 

may request a hearing. Such request for hearing must be submitted in 
writing and must be received by the City Clerk no later than ten days after 
the Notice of Violation has been issued;’ 

 
e.  A statement that penalties will accrue as provided in this chapter; 
 
f.  An Advisory Letter to provide the Landlord with a timeline of the process 

and an invitation to conciliate. 
 

2.  The Notice of Violation shall be delivered, in writing, to the person to whom the 
Notice of Violation is issued by personal delivery or first-class mail. 

 
E.  Civil Penalties. 
 

1.  Any person violating a provision of this chapter shall be subject to the penalties as 
outlined below. 

 
a.  For a violation of Distribution of information required (WSMC 8.60.030), 

Deposit requirements and installment payments (WSMC 8.60.040), Notice 
requirement generally (WSMC 8.60.050), or Notice to increase rent 
requirements (WSMC 8.60.060), a landlord shall be subject to the 
following penalties: 
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(1)  For the first violation for each affected dwelling unit, $500; and 
(2)  For each affected dwelling unit for each subsequent violation 

within a three year period, $1,000. 
 

b.  For a violation of a Notice to vacate (WSMC 8.60.070), Tenant Relocation 
Assistance (WSMC 8.60.080, and Retaliation prohibited (WSMC 8..60 ?), 
a landlord shall be subject to the following penalties: 

 
(1)  For each violation from the date the violation begins for the first 

ten days of noncompliance, $250 per day, per dwelling unit; 
(2)  For each violation for each day beyond ten days of noncompliance 

until compliance is achieved, $500 per day, per dwelling unit. 
 

3.  If the tenants have already relocated, but a violation of the notices required 
pursuant to Section 1.95.070 can be demonstrated by the City by a preponderance 
of the evidence, then any person violating any provision of this chapter shall be 
subject to a penalty in the amount of $1,000 per dwelling unit for which the 
violation occurred. 

 
4.  The Director may waive or reduce the penalty if the landlord comes into 

compliance within ten days of the Notice of Violation or shows that its failure to 
comply was due to reasonable cause and not willful neglect. If the Director finds a 
willful violation of this chapter, which resulted in a Notice of Violation outlined 
above, the Director may issue a Penalty that shall be $1,000. 

 
5.  Any civil penalties paid by the landlord shall be kept by the City. 
 

F.  Administrative Review by Director. 
 

1.  General. A person to whom a Notice of Violation or penalty is assessed may 
request an administrative review of the Notice of Violation or penalty. 

 
2.  How to request administrative review. A person may request an administrative 

review of the Notice of Violation or penalty by filing a written request with the 
Director within ten days from the date the Notice of Violation or penalty was 
issued. The request shall state, in writing, the reasons the Director should review 
the Notice of Violation or penalty. Failure to state the basis for the review in 
writing shall be cause for dismissal of the review. Upon receipt of the request for 
administrative review, the Director shall review the information provided. The 
City has the burden to prove a violation exists by a preponderance of the 
evidence. 

 
3.  Decision of Director. After considering all of the information provided, the 

Director shall determine whether a violation has occurred and shall affirm, vacate, 
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suspend, or modify the Notice of Violation or penalty. The Director’s decision 
shall be delivered, in writing, to the person to whom the notice of violation was 
issued by personal delivery or first class mail. 

 
G.  Appeals to the Hearing Examiner of Director’s Decision. Appeal of the Director’s 

decision shall be made within ten days from the date of the Directorr’s decision by filing 
a written notice of appeal, clearly stating the grounds that the appeal is based upon, with 
the Hearing Examiner, which appeal shall be governed by WSMC ________. 

 
1.95.100 Severability. 
If any provision or section of this chapter shall be held to be void or unconstitutional, all other 
parts, provisions, and sections of this chapter not expressly so held to be void or unconstitutional 
shall continue in full force and effect. 
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AGENDA MEMO 
 
Needs Legal Review:   No 
Community Development 
Meeting Date:   September 21, 2020 
Agenda Item:    Proposed Resolution Endorsing Declaration of Climate Emergency and 

Emergency Mobilization Effort to Restore a Safe Climate 
 
Action Required 
Review proposed resolution endorsing the declaration of climate emergency and emergency 
mobilization effort to restore a safe climate submitted by Community Upcycle. 
 
Explanation of Issue 
As discussed at the retreat and in prior conversations, and as evidenced by natural events in the 
past week, the climate is changing and measures should be taken to mitigate the impacts of 
increased risks resulting from those changes (especially wildfires) to ensure public safety and 
preparedness. Community Upcycle has submitted the attached proposed resolution endorsing 
declaration of climate emergency and emergency mobilization efforts to restore a safe climate. The 
Mayor would like the committee to review the proposal and determine if this is a declaration they 
would like to bring forward to the council. Should the proposal move forward, the Mayor further 
recommends that the committee evaluate the proposed recommendations and revise or refine as 
needed. Therefore, the adoption for consideration would be one that accounts for appropriate 
timelines and the city’s available resources and financial capabilities. 
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RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE DECLARATION OF A CLIMATE EMERGENCY AND 
EMERGENCY MOBILIZATION EFFORT TO RESTORE A SAFE CLIMATE 

  
WHEREAS, in April 2016 world leaders recognized the urgent need to combat climate change by 
signing the Paris Agreement, agreeing to keep global warming “well below 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels” and to “pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C.” 
 
WHEREAS, the world is already seeing the impacts of a warmer climate in rising seas and increased and 
intensifying wildfires, droughts, floods, and other extreme weather events. 
 
WHEREAS, human activities will likely result in global warming of 1.5°C or more above pre-industrial 
levels1; 
 
WHEREAS, global warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels will negatively affect human 
health, livelihoods, food security, water supply, human security, and economic growth, and will 
result in species loss and extinction2; 
 
WHEREAS, limiting global warming to 1.5°C will require rapid and far-reaching transitions in 
the way we manage energy, land use, urban, transportation, and industrial systems3; 
 
WHEREAS, in October 2018, the United Nations released a special report which projected that limiting 
warming to even the dangerous 1.5°C target this century will require an unprecedented transformation of 
every sector of the global economy by 2030; 
 
WHEREAS, restoring a safe and stable climate requires a Climate Mobilization, an emergency 
mobilization on a scale not seen since World War II in order to reach zero greenhouse gas emissions 
across all sectors of the economy; to rapidly and safely drawdown and remove all the excess carbon from 
the atmosphere at emergency speed and until safe, pre-industrial climate conditions are restored; and to 
implement measures to protect all people and species from the consequences of abrupt climate 
breakdown; 
 
WHEREAS, the City of White Salmon acknowledges that our local community is extremely vulnerable 
to forest fire and that climate change intensifies the threat of increasingly severe fire events. 
 
WHEREAS,  the City of White Salmon is committed to sound municipal environmental policy and the 
reduction of the City’s contribution of greenhouse gasses into the environment;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of White Salmon recognizes the need for full community participation and 
inclusion in the planning and implementation of large-scale change at all levels of government; 
 
NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED,  the City of White Salmon recognizes the global climate 
crisis; 

 
1 IPCC, 2018: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas 
emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty 
[MassonDelmotte, V., P. Zhai, H.-O. Pörtner, D. Roberts, J. Skea, P.R. Shukla, A. Pirani, W. Moufouma-Okia, C. Péan, R. Pidcock, S. Connors, J.B.R. Matthews, Y. Chen, X. 
Zhou, M.I. Gomis, E. Lonnoy, T. Maycock, M. Tignor, and T. Waterfield (eds.)]. 
2 IPCC, 2018: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas 
emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty 
[MassonDelmotte, V., P. Zhai, H.-O. Pörtner, D. Roberts, J. Skea, P.R. Shukla, A. Pirani, W. Moufouma-Okia, C. Péan, R. Pidcock, S. Connors, J.B.R. Matthews, Y. Chen, X. 
Zhou, M.I. Gomis, E. Lonnoy, T. Maycock, M. Tignor, and T. Waterfield (eds.)]. 
3 IPCC, 2018: Global Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas 
emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty 
[MassonDelmotte, V., P. Zhai, H.-O. Pörtner, D. Roberts, J. Skea, P.R. Shukla, A. Pirani, W. Moufouma-Okia, C. Péan, R. Pidcock, S. Connors, J.B.R. Matthews, Y. Chen, X. 
Zhou, M.I. Gomis, E. Lonnoy, T. Maycock, M. Tignor, and T. Waterfield (eds.)]. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon commits to take steps to 1) reduce reliance 
on fossil fuels in municipal operations and to pursue local policies (e.g., adopt municipal code) and 
reforms that promote environmental stewardship and sustainability; 2) reduce municipal net greenhouse 
gas emissions as quickly as possible with a target of reducing emissions by no less than 50% by 2030 and 
net zero by 2035 with appropriate financial and regulatory assistance from Klickitat County, the region, 
and State and Federal authorities, and 3) initiate efforts to formulate adaptation and resilience strategies in 
preparation for intensifying climate impacts;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon directs the Vehicle Fleet and other 
departments to report back within 90 days on the feasibility for the rapid phase out of fossil fuel 
production, power generation, and use within White Salmon limits, including immediate changes to 
building codes, local ordinances, and permitting processes to prevent the construction of new local fossil 
fuel infrastructure; as well as fossil-fuel dependent municipal fleets.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon commits to advocate to the local PUD and 
County  and State officials for opportunities and funding to address the climate and ecological emergency 
and its impacts through existing hazard mitigation and emergency management programs.; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon commits commits to report back within 90 
days on the establishment of a Climate Emergency Mobilization task force to oversee the city-wide 
mobilization effort, with all necessary powers to coordinate White Salmon climate and environment 
programs including the development of a 10-year “Climate Mobilization Action Plan” to guide the 
climate emergency response, as well as all climate mitigation, resilience, adaptation, engagement, 
education, advocacy, and research and development programs. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon underscores the need for community 
participation, inclusion, and support, in efforts to rapidly reduce greenhouse-gas emissions and 
the city’s climate impact; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon  commits to keeping the concerns of 
vulnerable communities central to all climate change mitigation planning processes and to 
inviting and encouraging such communities to actively participate in order to advocate directly 
for their needs; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon commits to make no new investments in the 
top 200 oil, gas and coal companies and to sell any existing investments in oil, gas, and coal within the 
next 2 years. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon joins a nation-wide call to limit or 
reverse climate change at all levels of government;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon joins a national-wide call for a regional, 
national, and international climate emergency mobilization effort focused on rapidly catalyzing a 
mobilization at all levels of government to reverse global warming and the ecological crisis;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City of White Salmon calls on Klickitat County, the State of 
Washington, the United States Congress, the President of the United States, and all governments and 
people worldwide to declare a climate emergency, initiate a Climate Mobilization to reverse global 
warming and the ecological crisis, and provide maximum protection for all people and species of the 
world; and, 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in furtherance of this resolution, the City of White Salmon shall submit 
a certified copy of this resolution to [FEDERAL, STATE, REGIONAL, COUNTY ELECTED 
OFFICIALS, RELEVANT AGENCIES] and request that all relevant support and assistance in 
effectuating this resolution be provided. 
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