
 

White Salmon City Council Meeting 
A G E N D A  

 
January 07, 2026 – 6:00 PM 

119 NE Church Ave and Zoom Teleconference 
Zoom Meeting ID: 845 7616 4617 

Call In: 1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
 

I. Call to Order  
A. Land Acknowledgement Statement 
B. Pledge of Allegiance 

II. Oath of Office  
A. Administration of Oath to Councilor Morella Mora 
B. Administration of Oath to Councilor Ben Giant 

III. Roll Call 

IV. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

V. Public Comment 

Any member of the public attending the meeting, either in person or via Zoom, will have 
an opportunity to provide general public comment. No registration is required, and each 
speaker will be allowed up to three minutes. Written comments may also be submitted 
by emailing them to erikac@whitesalmonwa.gov by Wednesday at 12:00 p.m. All 
submitted comments will be included in the Council packet and the official record. 

VI. Presentations 
A. City Highlights with the Mayor 

VII. Consent Agenda 
A. Approval of Mayor's 2026 Committee Appointments 
B. Approval of Utility Billing Grievance - 118 NW Cherry Street 
C. Approval of Utility Billing Grievance - 913 NE Vine Street 
D. Interlocal Agreement - District Court Services for Klickitat County 
E. Resolution 2026-01-639 - Local Bond Program Funding 
F. Approval of Vouchers 

VIII. Appointment of Mayor Pro Tempore 
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IX. Business Items 
A. Resolution 2026-01-638 - Expressing Support for White Salmon Valley School 

District EP&O Levy Renewal and Capital Bond 
1. Presentation 
2. Public Comment - Statements in support of or in opposition to the measures         

_are welcome. 
3. Discussion 
4. Action 

X. Reports and Communications 
A. Council Member/Committee Reports 
B. Department Head Reports 

XI. Executive Session (if needed) 

XII. Adjournment 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Approval of Mayor's 2026 Committee Appointments
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COUNCIL REPORT 
 
  Business Item                    X    Consent Agenda 
 
Needs Legal Review:       No 
Meeting Date:    January 7, 2026 
Agenda Item:      Appointments to City Boards, Committees, and WKRFA  
Presented By:   Marla Keethler, Mayor 
 
Action Required:  
Confirm updated committee appointments reflecting limited changes 
   
Motion for Business Item / Proposed Motion for Consent Agenda:  
Motion to confirm committee appointments as presented 
 
Explanation of Issue: 

City Council committee and board appointments are made to ensure effective representation and 
continuity of governance. The most recent comprehensive update to mayoral appointments occurred 
in Spring 2025, concurrent with Councilmember Mora’s appointment to City Council. 

At this time, the administration is recommending no wholesale changes to committee assignments. 
Instead, this action reflects a limited and targeted update, addressing only the vacancies created by 
the departure of Councilmember Jason Hartmann at the conclusion of his term. All other committee 
appointments remain as previously adopted by Council. 

The proposed updates are identified in the attached appointments list, with vacated positions noted 
in yellow. This approach preserves institutional continuity while ensuring all committees remain fully 
staffed and functional. 

Council Options: 

City Council has the following options available at this time: 

1. Confirm the updated committee appointments as presented. 
2. Modify the proposed appointments. 
3. Defer action and request additional information. 
4. Take other action as desired by Council.  

Fiscal Analysis: 
There is no direct fiscal impact associated with confirming these committee appointments. Staff 
support for committees is an existing operational function. Management of staff time related to 
committee coordination, meeting preparation, and follow-up continues to account for 
approximately 4–8 hours per month, inclusive of support for monthly meetings and associated 
administrative work. 
 
Diversity Equity Inclusion & Stakeholder Analysis: 
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In filling the identified vacancies, consideration was given to representation, lived experience, and 
the value of bringing forward new perspectives, while also maintaining necessary institutional 
knowledge on standing committees. 

In particular, committees with complex operational or interjurisdictional responsibilities—such as the 
Bingen–White Salmon Joint Wastewater Committee—benefit from continuity and familiarity with 
historical agreements, funding structures, and ongoing negotiations. The proposed appointments 
seek to balance these considerations while supporting effective governance and inclusive 
representation. 

Policy & Plan Implications: 
Confirming the proposed committee appointments supports effective City governance and 
ensures continued participation in required advisory, operational, and interlocal bodies. 
Maintaining continuity while addressing only necessary vacancies aligns with Council best 
practices and minimizes disruption to ongoing committee work. 
 
Recommendation of Staff/Committee: 
It is recommended that City Council confirm the committee appointments as presented, 
maintaining all previously adopted assignments and approving only the limited changes required 
to fill vacancies resulting from the conclusion of Councilmember Hartmann’s term. 
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Personnel & Finance 

Chair: Ben Giant 

Council Member: Doug Rainbolt 

City Ops 

Chair: David Lindley 

Council Member: Doug Rainbolt 

Community Development Committee 

Chair: Ben Giant 

Council Member: Morella Mora 

Lodging Tax Committee: 

Councilor: Ben Giant 

Tree Board 

Chair: Patty Fink 

Councilor: Morella Mora 

CityLAB Board 

Chair: David Lindley 

Councilor: Patty Fink 

West Klickitat Regional Fire Authority 

Councilor: David Lindley 

Councilor: Ben Giant 

Councilor: Morella Mora 

Klickitat County Solid Waste Committee 

Councilor: Patty Fink 

Bingen-White Salmon Joint Wastewater Committee 

Councilor: David Lindley 
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File Attachments for Item:

B. Approval of Utility Billing Grievance - 118 NW Cherry Street
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COUNCIL REPORT 
 

  Business Item     Consent Agenda 
 
Needs Legal Review:       No  
Meeting Date:    January 7, 2026 
Agenda Item:      Consent Agenda, 118 NW Cherry Street 
Presented By:    Jennifer Neil, Director of Finance 
 

Action Required:  
Approval of grievance request for 118 NW Cherry Street in the amount of $782.26. 
   
Motion for Business Item / Proposed Motion for Consent Agenda:  
Move to approve the grievance request for 118 NW Cherry Street in the amount of $782.26. 
 
Background of Issue: 
Customer submitted a grievance request on February 1, 2024.  
 
Explanation of Issue: 
Meter showed usage of 116,000 gallons of usage for November 2023 water usage. No leak 
alarm was triggered for this water usage. 
 
Council Options: 
City Council has the following options available at this time: 

1. Accept the Staff Recommendation and approve the Grievance. 
2. Revise the Staff Recommendation and disapprove the Grievance. 
3. Other action as may be desired by the City Council. 
4. Refer this issue back to staff for further work. 
5. Take no action on this matter. 

 
Fiscal Analysis: 
The adopted budget contains funds for this purpose. 
 
Recommendation of Staff/Committee: 
Staff recommend that the City Council authorize Jennifer Neil as Director of Finance to approve 
the Grievance. 
 
Follow Up Action: 
No follow-up action is required. 
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Account Information

Statement Date: 12/28/2023 Due: 01/23/2024
Billing Period: December 2023
Account Number
Service Address: 118 NW CHERRY ST

Due Date: 01/23/2024
Please Remit: 1,024.84
Check #:
Amount Paid:

White Salmon, WA  98672-0743

Account Information
Statement Date: 12/28/2023 Due: 01/23/2024
Account Number:
Service Address: 118 NW CHERRY ST
Service Number: 044225.1
Billing Period: December 2023
Water Units: 2.00 IN CITY RESIDENTIAL
Sewer Units: 2.00 IN CITY RESIDENTIAL

Account Name Meter Information
Previous Current Factor Date Consumption

W 484 600 1.0000 1206 116

White Salmon, WA  98672-0743

High Usage
Account Activity
Water Base 98.26Your Monthly Consumption Water Usage 798.26
Water Rights Fund 12.50

116 Sewer 115.82

58

0

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Message Account Balance
Previous Balance: 231.82
Adjustments: 0.00
Payments: 231.82
Current Charges: 1,024.84

Account Balance: 1,024.84
4684

30: 0.00 60: 0.00 90+: 0.00

Make Checks Payable to:
    City of White Salmon
    PO Box 2139
    White Salmon  WA 98672
    509-493-1133
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File Attachments for Item:

C. Approval of Utility Billing Grievance - 913 NE Vine Street
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COUNCIL REPORT 
 

  Business Item     Consent Agenda 
 
Needs Legal Review:       No  
Meeting Date:    January 7, 2026 
Agenda Item:      Consent Agenda, 913 NE Vine Street 
Presented By:    Jennifer Neil, Director of Finance 
 

Action Required:  
Approval of grievance request for 913 NE Vine Street in the amount of $1,837.52. 
   
Motion for Business Item / Proposed Motion for Consent Agenda:  
Move to approve the grievance request for 913 NE Vine Street in the amount of $1,837.52. 
 
Background of Issue: 
Customer submitted a grievance request on October 3, 2024, for August 2024, and September 
2024 water usage. 
 
Explanation of Issue: 
Meter showed usage of 224,000 gallons of usage for August 2024 and September 2024 water 
usage. Leak alarm notice was sent September 9, 2024, for August 2024 water usage. No leak 
alarm was noted for September 2024 water usage. Data logged meter showed continuous 
usage during both months, starting August 24, 2024 at 9:54am ending on September 28, 2024 
at 6:54am. 
 
Council Options: 
City Council has the following options available at this time: 

1. Accept the Staff Recommendation and approve the Grievance. 
2. Revise the Staff Recommendation and disapprove the Grievance. 
3. Other action as may be desired by the City Council. 
4. Refer this issue back to staff for further work. 
5. Take no action on this matter. 

 
Fiscal Analysis: 
The adopted budget contains funds for this purpose. 
 
Recommendation of Staff/Committee: 
Staff recommend that the City Council authorize Jennifer Neil as Director of Finance to approve 
the Grievance. 
 
Follow Up Action: 
No follow-up action is required. 
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File Attachments for Item:

D. Interlocal Agreement - District Court Services for Klickitat County
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COUNCIL REPORT 
 

  Business Item     X Consent Agenda 
 
Needs Legal Review:       Yes, Completed 
Meeting Date:     01/07/2026 
Agenda Item:       West District Court Interlocal Agreement 
Presented By:     Jennifer Neil, Director of Finance & Operations 
 
Action Required:  
Council is asked to authorize the Mayor to execute the 2026 Interlocal Agreement with 
Klickitat County for West District Court Services.  
 
Motion for Business Item / Proposed Motion for Consent Agenda:  
Move to authorize the Mayor to execute the 2026 Interlocal Agreement with Klickitat 
County for West District Court Services. 
 
Background of Issue: 
The City of White Salmon contracts with Klickitat County for West District Court 
Services through an interlocal agreement. The attached agreement is the proposed 
contract for calendar year 2026. 
 
The agreement is largely consistent with the City’s prior contract. The only substantive 
changes are: 

• A change in the term of the agreement from two years to one year, allowing for 
annual review and adjustment 

• Clarification and formal inclusion of interpreter services billing, which was 
requested by the City to close a previously open issue and align practice with 
contract language 

 
All other provisions, including cost allocation methodology, billing structure, and service 
scope, remain unchanged. 
 
Council Options: 
City Council has the following options available currently: 

1. Accept the Staff Recommendation. 
2. Revise the Staff Recommendation. 
3. Other action as may be desired by the City Council. 
4. Refer this issue back to staff for further work. 
5. Take no action on this matter. 
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Fiscal Analysis: 
There is no new or unanticipated fiscal impact associated with approval of this 
agreement. 
Court service costs continue to be calculated based on the City’s pro rata share of West 
District Court filings, consistent with prior years and the adopted District Court budget. 
Interpreter services will be invoiced separately, as clarified in the agreement, consistent 
with governing law and current practice. 
 
Recommendation of Staff/Committee: 
Approval of the agreement as presented. 
 
Follow Up Action: 
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF WHITE SALMON AND KLICKITAT 

COUNTY FOR DISTRICT COURT SERVICES 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is made this ___ day of ________ by and between the CITY OF WHITE SALMON, a 

municipal corporation, hereinafter called “City” and KLICKITAT COUNTY, a political subdivision of the 

State of Washington, hereinafter called “County.” 

 

WHEREAS, the County has an established District Court System; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has been utilizing the services of West District Court with an interlocal agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has historically paid its pro rata share of the Judge’s salary and benefits; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County had entered into a contract in 2024-2025 expanding the pro rata share paid by the 

City to include the salary and benefits of the Judge and salaries and benefits of West District Court personnel; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Interlocal Agreement is to set for the terms of usage of West District Court 

by the City pursuant to RCW 39.34.180; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT AGREED by and between the parties as follows: 

 

(1) West District Court Services. The County and its District Court shall furnish to the City the facilities and 

services of the West District Court for all cases wherein the City is the plaintiff in the West District Court, 

over which the West District Court has jurisdiction, for purposes of enforcing violation of state statutes or 

city ordinances committed by persons within the City’s jurisdiction that constitute gross misdemeanors, 

misdemeanors, or civil infractions. Nothing in this Agreement shall permit the City to regulate the 

administration of the court. 

 

(2) Compensation. 

 

The method for determining the current year’s annual charge shall be determined by the average 

percentage of the municipality’s previous 3 years of total Court Filings.  The adopted District Court 

budget expenses shall multiply this percentage for the year. 

 

(a) Calculation of Percentage of Usage. The parties have determined, and do hereby agree, that in return 

for facility usage and services of the District Court, the City shall pay the County, the City’s pro rata 

share of the total costs of the salaries and benefits of the West District Court judge and courtroom 

personnel. The Washington State Caseload Reports will be the source for this utilization. The pro rata 

share shall be an amount equal to the ratio of the total number of violations filed wherein the City is 

the plaintiff, whether infractions or criminal violations, to the total number of (1) violations filed by all 

jurisdictions in West District Court, plus (2) felony complaints filed in West District Court, plus (3) 

small claims cases filed, plus (4) civil cases filed, plus (5) civil protection orders, plus (6) petitions for 

anti-harassment orders, plus (7) parking infractions. 

 

(b) Costs to be Allocated by Percentage. The total costs allocated by paragraph (2)(a) above shall include, 

but are not limited to, and the salaries and benefits of the West District Court judge and salaries and 

benefits of the West District Court personnel, for the adopted budget year excluding (i) the costs of 

public defense for criminal defendants in West District Court; and (ii) the costs of housing of prisoners 

that are reflected in a separate budget line and in agreement with the Klickitat County Department of 

Corrections.  

 

(c) Time Period for Determining Percentage.  The ratio described above in paragraph (2) (a) shall, for each 

year, be determined by the average percentage of the City of White Salmon’s previous 3 years of total 

Court filings. 
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(d) Interpretation Costs. Interpreter fees and expenses are not subject to waiver and will be invoiced 

quarterly to the City of White Salmon and must be paid in accordance with this Agreement, except 

where prohibited by governing law.  

(3) Billings. The County will invoice the City annually for the City’s pro rata share of the agreed- upon figure 

for the calendar year. All sums due to the County shall be paid within thirty (30) days of mailing such invoice, 

via regular mail or electronic mail. 

 

(4) Distributions of Revenues to the City. All money received by the West District Court pursuant to court 

action in a case filed by the City, including penalties, fines, bail forfeitures, fees and costs, except as otherwise 

prohibited herein, shall be paid by the West District Court to the City; provided that the County may retain 

all money received as payments of assessments for probation costs ordered in the City’s cases. The City shall 

not be entitled to any revenue received by West District Court other than revenues received pursuant to court 

action in a case filed by the City. 

 

(5) Term. This Agreement shall be effective upon execution by the parties and recording with the Klickitat 

County Auditor and shall remain in effect through December 31, 2026, unless earlier terminated pursuant to 

the terms of this Agreement or extended by written amendment. The Parties will negotiate the cost of West 

District Court Services every year. The County is responsible for sending a proposal to the City no later than 

October of 2026. 

 

(6) Termination and Notice of Termination. This Agreement is terminable by either party without cause if 

such party provides written notice of intent to terminate in accordance with RCW 3.50.810 and 35.20.010. 

Any such notice from the City must be received by the Chairperson of the Klickitat County Board of County 

Commissioners by the statutorily required date, and any such notice from the County must be received by the 

Mayor of the City by the statutorily required date. 

 

(7) Ownership of Property. All real and personal property used in the operation of West District Court has been 

and shall continue to be acquired by the County, owned by the County and may be disposed of at the discretion 

of the County. 

 

(8) Waiver of Binding Arbitration. Provided that this Agreement is not earlier terminated pursuant to the terms 

stated above, this Agreement will expire on December 31, 2026, unless a written renewal Agreement is 

executed prior to such date. The City and the County waive and release any right to invoke binding arbitration 

under RCW 3.62.070, 35.20.010, 39.34.180 or other applicable law as related to this Agreement, any 

extension or amendment of this Agreement, or any discussions or negotiations relating thereto. 

 

(9) Indemnification Regarding City Ordinances. The City agrees that the County does not assume any liability 

or responsibility for or release the City from any liability or responsibility which arises in whole or in part 

from the existence or effect of City ordinances, rules or regulations, policies or procedures as well as any and 

all case filed by the Municipal Prosecutor and/or cited by members of City Police Departments. If any cause, 

claim, suit, action or administrative proceeding is commenced in which the enforceability and/or validity of 

any City ordinance, rule, regulation, policy or procedure is at issue or conduct or acts of Municipal Prosecutor 

and/or City Police Departments the City shall defend the same at its sole expense and if judgment is entered 

or damages are awarded against the City, the County, or both, the City shall satisfy the same, including all 

chargeable costs and attorney fees. This provision shall survive the termination of this Agreement. 
 

(10) General Indemnification. The City and the County each agree to defend and indemnify the other and its 

elected and appointed officials, officers, employees and agents against all claims, losses, damages, suits, and 

expenses, including reasonable attorneys' fees and costs, to the extent they arise out of, or result from, the 

negligence or willful misconduct of the indemnitor or its elected or appointed officials, officers, employees 

and agents in the performance of this Agreement. The indemnitor' s duty to defend and indemnify extends to 

claims by the elected or appointed officials, officers, employees or agents of the indemnitor or of any 

contractor or subcontractor or indemnitor. The indemnitor waives its immunity under Title 51 of the Revised 

Code of Washington solely for the purpose of this provision and acknowledges that this waiver was mutually 
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negotiated. This provision shall survive the termination of this Agreement. 

 

(11) Captions. The paragraph and subsection captions used in this Agreement are for convenience only and shall 

not control or affect the meaning or construction of any provisions of this Agreement. 

 

(12) Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire Agreement and understanding of the parties with 

respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior oral or written understandings, agreements, 

promises or other undertakings between the parties, including but not limited to the interlocal agreement 

executed by the parties in 2009 for District Court Services. 

 

(13) Governing Law. This Agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws and court rules of the State 

of Washington in effect on the date of execution of this Agreement. In the event any party deems it necessary 

to institute legal action or proceedings to ensure any right or obligation under this Agreement, the parties 

agree that such action shall be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction situated in Klickitat County, 

Washington. 

 

(14) No Third-Party Rights. Except as expressly provided herein, nothing in this Agreement shall be construed 

to permit anyone other than the parties hereto to rely upon the covenants and agreements herein contained 

nor to give any such third party a cause of action (as a third-party beneficiary or otherwise) on account of any 

nonperformance hereunder. 

 

(15) Amendment or Waiver. This Agreement may not be modified or amended except by resolution or ordinance 

adopted by the City and the County. No course of dealing between the parties or any delay in exercising rights 

hereunder shall operate as a waiver of any rights of any party. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties here to have signed this agreement this ____ day of _________, 2025.   

City of White Salmon 

White Salmon, Washington 

 

_______________________ 

Mayor Marla Keethler 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

   

White Salmon City Attorney Shawn MacPherson 

 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 Klickitat County, Washington 

 

 ___________________________________ 

Chairman 

 

 ___________________________________ 

Commissioner 

 

 ___________________________________ 

Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

Clerk of the Board 

___________________________________ 

In and for the County of Klickitat, 

State of Washington 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

   

Klickitat County Prosecuting Attorney 
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File Attachments for Item:

E. Resolution 2026-01-639 - Local Bond Program Funding

77



 

 

COUNCIL REPORT 
 

  Business Item      Consent Agenda 
 
Needs Legal Review:       Yes, Completed 
Meeting Date:     01/07/2026 
Agenda Item:       Resolution 2026-01-639 
Presented By:     Jennifer Neil, Director of Finance & Operations 
 
Action Required:  
Move to adopt the resolution reaffirming Ordinance No. 2024-04-1163, updating 
designated authorized agency representatives, and authorizing execution of required 
certificates and documents for the LOCAL Bond Program financing.  
 
Motion for Business Item / Proposed Motion for Consent Agenda:  
Move to adopt the resolution reaffirming Ordinance No. 2024-04-1163, updating 
designated authorized agency representatives, and authorizing execution of required 
certificates and documents for the LOCAL Bond Program financing. 
 
Background of Issue: 
On April 17, 2024, City Council adopted Ordinance No. 2024-04-1163, authorizing the 
City to finance the acquisition of equipment through the Washington State Treasurer’s 
LOCAL Bond Program in an amount not to exceed $551,512, plus related financing 
costs. 
 
The LOCAL Program has already reviewed and approved the City’s financing request 
under that ordinance. Acting under this existing authority, the City has proceeded with 
acquisition of the approved equipment and is now actively working with the State 
Treasurer to complete reimbursement processing. 
 
Since adoption of the ordinance, there have been changes in City staff and designated 
agency representatives, as well as newly seated Council members as of January 1. As 
a result, Treasury’s legal counsel has requested updated resolutions and certifications 
reflecting the City’s current authorized officials to finalize reimbursement. 
 
Council Options: 
City Council has the following options available currently: 

1. Accept the Staff Recommendation. 
2. Revise the Staff Recommendation. 
3. Other action as may be desired by the City Council. 
4. Refer this issue back to staff for further work. 
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5. Take no action on this matter. 
 
Fiscal Analysis: 
There is no new or unanticipated fiscal impact associated with approval of this action. 
However, approval of the updated resolution is required in order for the City to seek 
reimbursement through the Washington State Treasurer’s LOCAL Bond Program for 
equipment that has already been acquired under existing authority. Without this 
administrative update, reimbursement cannot be processed. 
 
Recommendation of Staff/Committee: 
Adopt the resolution 
 
Follow Up Action: 
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CITY OF WHITE SALMON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-01-639 

A RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING ORDINANCE NO. 2024-04-1163, UPDATING DESIGNATED 
AUTHORIZED AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES, AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF 

RELATED DOCUMENTS FOR THE LOCAL BOND PROGRAM FINANCING 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of White Salmon previously adopted Ordinance No. 
2024-04-1163 on April 17, 2024, authorizing the acquisition of personal property and 
execution of a Local Agency Financing Contract with the Washington State Treasurer under 
RCW Chapter 39.94; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 2024-04-1163 and the City’s approved Notice of 
Intent, the Washington State Treasurer, through the LOCAL Bond Program, has previously 
authorized the City of White Salmon to finance the acquisition of personal property in an 
amount not to exceed $551,512; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2024-04-1163 authorized designated agency representatives to 
execute financing and related documents on behalf of the City; and 

WHEREAS, since adoption of the ordinance, certain City officials and staff positions have 
changed; and 

WHEREAS, the Office of the State Treasurer has requested updated resolutions and 
certifications reflecting current authorized representatives for purposes of reimbursement 
under the LOCAL Bond Program; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITE 
SALMON AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Reaffirmation of Prior Authorization 

The City Council hereby reaffirms and ratifies Ordinance No. 2024-04-1163 in full. Nothing 
in this Resolution is intended to modify, supersede, or expand the financing authorization 
approved therein. 

Section 2. Designation of Authorized Agency Representatives 

The following individuals are hereby designated as Authorized Agency Representatives for 
purposes of the LOCAL Bond Program financing and related reimbursement 
documentation: 

• Mayor, City of White Salmon 

• Director of Finance & Operations 
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• City Clerk 

• Public Works Director 

Any two (2) Authorized Agency Representatives shall be required to execute documents on 
behalf of the City unless otherwise required by law or the Treasurer. 

Section 3. Authorization to Execute Documents 

The Authorized Agency Representatives are authorized and directed to execute the 
reimbursement requests, certificates, and any other documents required by the 
Washington State Treasurer in connection with the financing authorized by Ordinance No. 
2024-04-1163. 

Section 4. Effective Date 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of White Salmon, Washington, at a regular meeting 
thereof this 7 day of January 2026. 

 
CITY OF WHITE SALMON, WASHINGTON 

       

____________________________   

Marla Keethler, Mayor    

 

ATTEST:       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 
 
___________________  ______         

Erika Castro Guzman, City Clerk   Shawn MacPherson, City Attorney 
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File Attachments for Item:

A. Resolution 2026-01-638 - Expressing Support for White Salmon Valley School District EP&O 

Levy Renewal and Capital Bond

1. Presentation

2. Public Comment - Inviting Support/Opposition

3. Discussion

4. Action
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COUNCIL REPORT 
 

 X  Business Item                         Consent Agenda 
 

Needs Legal Review:       Yes, Completed 
Meeting Date:    January 7, 2026 
Agenda Item:      Resolution No. 2026-01-638 - Expressing Support for 

White Salmon Valley School District EP&O Levy Renewal 
and Capital Bond 

Presented By:   Marla Keethler, Mayor 
 
Action Required:  
Consider adoption of a resolution expressing City support for the White Salmon Valley School 
District’s 2026 EP&O Levy renewal (Proposition No. 1) and Capital Bond measure (Proposition 
No. 2). 
   
Motion for Business Item / Proposed Motion for Consent Agenda:  
Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2026-01-638 expressing support for the White Salmon Valley 
School District’s 2026 Educational Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy renewal and Capital 
Bond measure. 
 
Explanation of Issue: 

The White Salmon Valley School District (WSVSD) has placed two measures on the February 
2026 ballot for voter consideration: a renewal of the Educational Programs & Operations 
(EP&O) Levy and a Capital Bond measure to modernize aging school facilities and establish a 
unified K–12 campus. 

The attached resolution expresses the City of White Salmon’s support for these measures, 
recognizing the interconnectedness of strong public schools, a resilient community, and long-
term economic vitality. While the City does not operate or fund the WSVSD, City Council has 
the ability to express a policy position acknowledging the broader community impacts of 
educational infrastructure, enrollment stability, and school facility conditions. 

Over the past year, WSVSD has conducted an extensive public engagement and outreach 
process, including the work of a Citizens Committee, technical and financial analysis, and 
community input, culminating in the proposal now before voters. 

Council Options: 

City Council has the following options available at this time: 

• Adopt the resolution as presented. 

• Amend the resolution. 

• Defer action for additional information or discussion. 

• Take other action as desired by Council. 
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Fiscal Analysis: 

There are no fiscal impacts to the City’s budget associated with adoption of this resolution. The 
resolution does not commit City funds, impose costs, or obligate City resources. 

For contextual purposes, the School District continues to experience declining enrollment, which 
results in reduced per-capita state funding. The proposed Capital Bond is structured to 
maximize anticipated state construction assistance, leveraging local property tax contributions 
with approximately $34 million in projected state match funding. Adoption of the resolution does 
not alter or affect City finances. 

 
Diversity Equity Inclusion & Stakeholder Analysis: 

Washington State’s school funding formulas continue to disadvantage rural districts, where 
declining enrollment and per-capita funding structures create persistent inequities compared to 
urban systems. 

The School District’s approach seeks to address these challenges by maximizing per-dollar 
state match opportunities and investing in facilities that equitably serve all students. From a 
broader equity perspective, modern, safe school facilities support educational access, staff 
retention, and community confidence in rural education systems. The resolution acknowledges 
these structural considerations without directing or influencing voter outcomes.  

Policy & Plan Implications: 

Adoption of the resolution is consistent with the City’s broader goals related to community 
vitality, economic resilience, and support for families. Expressing support for the School 
District’s measures recognizes that educational infrastructure is a key component of long-term 
community stability and workforce retention. 

The resolution does not create new policy obligations or modify existing City plans.  

Legal Considerations 

Expressing institutional support through adoption of a resolution does not conflict with 
Washington State laws governing municipal electioneering, provided no public funds or 
resources are used to advocate for or against a ballot outcome. The proposed resolution is 
limited to stating the City’s policy position. 

The Council meeting at which this resolution is considered will include an opportunity for public 
comment, allowing residents to speak in support of or opposition to the City taking this action 
prior to Council deliberation. 

Recommendation of Staff/Committee: 
 
It is recommended that City Council adopt Resolution No. 2026-01-638 expressing support for 
the White Salmon Valley School District’s 2026 EP&O Levy renewal and Capital Bond measure, 
recognizing the importance of strong schools to a strong community while maintaining clear 
fiscal and legal boundaries for the City. 
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Resolution No. 2026-01-638 
Resolution Expressing Support for White Salmon Valley School District EP&O Levy Renewal 
and Capital Bond 

CITY OF WHITE SALMON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-01-638 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WHITE SALMON EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR 
THE WHITE SALMON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT’S 2026 EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAMS & OPERATIONS (EP&O) LEVY RENEWAL AND CAPITAL BOND 
PROPOSITION NO.  1 AND 2. 

WHEREAS, the White Salmon Valley School District has approved submission to voters within 
the District the consideration of Proposition No. 1 and 2: the renewal of the Educational 
Programs & Operations (EP&O) Levy and a Capital Bond to modernize aging facilities and 
create a unified K–12 campus, and; 

WHEREAS, strong communities are built on strong public schools, and the City of White 
Salmon recognizes that safe, modern, and adaptive school facilities are essential to the long-
term success, well-being, and economic vitality of our residents; and  

WHEREAS, the EP&O levy is not a new tax, but a renewal of existing local funding that covers 
approximately 16% of the district’s annual budget—supporting classroom staffing, programs, 
athletics, safety needs, and student services that the State of Washington does not fully fund, 
and; 

WHEREAS, the District’s proposed $77.8 million bond is the culmination of multiple years of 
study, technical analysis, extensive community engagement, and the work of the District’s 
Citizens Committee, which unanimously recommended a unified K–12 campus as the most 
effective, efficient, and future-ready solution for addressing aging and outdated school facilities, 
and;  

WHEREAS, the district’s current facilities no longer meet the needs of today’s students or 
teachers, are spread across aging and inefficient buildings, and lack the flexibility necessary to 
support next-generation learning environments; and 

WHEREAS, the bond is projected to unlock approximately $34 million in anticipated state 
construction assistance funds, maximizing local investments through significant state match 
opportunities, and; 

WHEREAS, the District’s finance subcommittee identified a critical timing factor: due to state 
formulas and declining enrollment trends, the available state match (SCAP value) would 
decrease by roughly $8 million if a bond does not pass in 2026—meaning that delaying action 
would leave substantial state dollars on the table and diminish long-term fiscal efficiency for 
local taxpayers, and; 

WHEREAS, approving the bond in 2026 positions the community to capture all available state 
matching funds, avoid unnecessary cost escalation, and invest wisely in long-term community 
assets that benefit families and future generations; and 

WHEREAS, modern, safe, and well-designed school facilities are essential for attracting and 
retaining educators, supporting student achievement, and ensuring that children in White 
Salmon, Bingen, and the broader valley have spaces that reflect the value our community 
places on education; and 
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Resolution No. 2026-01-638 
Resolution Expressing Support for White Salmon Valley School District EP&O Levy Renewal 
and Capital Bond 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that thriving schools strengthen neighborhoods, bolster 
workforce stability, support economic development, and reinforce the shared identity and 
resilience of the entire White Salmon Valley; 

WHEREAS, in compliance with RCW 42.17A.555, the public meeting notice included the title 
and number of the White Salmon Valley School District Proposition No. 1 and 2, and members 
of the public were given an equal opportunity to express opposing views on the measures. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WHITE SALMON, WASHINGTON, THAT the City of White Salmon hereby expresses its 
support for the White Salmon Valley School District’s 2026 EP&O Levy renewal and Capital 
Bond Proposition No. 1 and 2, recognizing these proposals as fiscally responsible, community-
driven investments that maximize state funding opportunities and address urgent facility 
modernization needs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City encourages all eligible voters to become informed 
about these measures and to participate in the February 10, 2026, election. 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of White Salmon, Washington, at a regular 
meeting thereof this 7 day of January 2026. 

 
CITY OF WHITE SALMON, WASHINGTON 

       

____________________________   

Marla Keethler, Mayor    

 

ATTEST:       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_________________________         

Erika Castro Guzman, City Clerk   Shawn MacPherson, City Attorney 
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