
 

Urban Forestry Commission 
 Cravath Lakefront room 2nd floor 312 West 

Whitewater Str, Whitewater, WI, 53190 *In Person 
and Virtual 

Monday, January 27, 2025 - 5:30 PM 

Citizens are welcome (and encouraged) to join our webinar via computer, smart phone, or 
telephone.  Citizen participation is welcome during topic discussion periods. 

Topic: Urban Forestry Commission 

Time: Jan 27, 2025 05:30 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86768255089?pwd=8vA9L8CaBLakbMnrbB3NBf7RWI3SZd.1 

Meeting ID: 867 6825 5089 

Passcode: 695681 

Dial by your location 

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Please note that although every effort will be made to provide for virtual participation, unforeseen 
technical difficulties may prevent this, in which case the meeting may still proceed as long as there is a 
quorum. Should you wish to make a comment in this situation, you are welcome to call this number: 
(262) 473-0108. 

 
 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A committee member can choose to remove an item from the agenda or rearrange its order; however, 
introducing new items to the agenda is not allowed. Any proposed changes require a motion, a second, 
and approval from the Committee to be implemented. The agenda shall be approved at each meeting 
even if no changes are being made at that meeting. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Items on the Consent Agenda will be approved together unless any committee member requests that an 
item be removed for individual consideration. 

1. Approval of October 10, 2024 Minutes 
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HEARING OF CITIZEN COMMENTS 
No formal Committee action will be taken during this meeting although issues raised may become a part 
of a future agenda.  Participants are allotted a three minute speaking period. Specific items listed on the 
agenda may not be discussed at this time; however, citizens are invited to speak to those specific issues 
at the time the Committee discusses that particular item. 

To make a comment during this period, or during any agenda item: On a computer or handheld device, 
locate the controls on your computer to raise your hand. You may need to move your mouse to see 
these controls. On a traditional telephone, dial *6 to unmute your phone and dial *9 to raise your 
hand. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

2. Treasurer's Report 

3. Discussion and possible action on segregated funds between City and Urban Forestry 
Commisison. 

STAFF REPORT 

TREE CITY 

4. Discussion on how is funding going to be secured on a continual basis for the future? 

5. Discussion and possible action regarding 2025 Tree Sale 

A. Amount to spend on trees 

B. Making sure order contains more of what people are requesting 

6. Discussion and revision of current Landscaping Guidelines policy. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

NEXT MEETING DATE FEBRUARY 25, 2025 

ADJOURNMENT 

A quorum of the Common Council may be present. This notice is given to inform the public that no 
formal action will be taken at this meeting. 

Anyone requiring special arrangements is asked to call the Office of the  
City Manager / City Clerk (262-473-0102) at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
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Urban Forestry Commission Meeting 
Monday, October 10, 2024 – 4:30 PM 

Cravath Lakefront Room 
312 W. Whitewater Street 

Whitewater, WI 53190 
Hybrid Meeting 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Present: Bill Chandler, Josh Kapfer, Kerry Katovich, Sherry Stanek, Carol McCormick, 

Brienne Brown 

Absent: Ryan Tevis, Nick Alt 

Staff: Brian Neumeister, Kevin Boehm 

Guests: None 

 

Meeting called to order at 4:30 by Chandler 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Motioned for approval by Brown. Seconded by McCormick. Ayes: Chandler, Kapfer, 

Katovich, Stanek, McCormick, Brown. Nays: None 

3. Approval of Minutes from March 25, 2024 

Motioned for approval by Brown. Seconded by Stanek. Ayes: Chandler, Kapfer, Katovich, 

Stanek, McCormick. Nays: None  

4. Hearing of Citizen Comments 

No Comments 

5. Election of New Treasurer 

Motioned by McCormick to appoint Stanek as treasurer. Seconded by Brown. Ayes: 

Kapfer, Katovich, McCormick, Brown, Chandler. Nays: None. 

6. Treasurers Report 

a. Treasurers report. No report was given. Stanek will provide a report at the next meeting 

after reviewing the account information provided to her at this meeting. 

b. Discussion and possible action on segregated funds between City and Urban Forestry 

Commission.  Discussion was had on how the city would like the banking to be done. If it 

is going to be linked to the City as it currently is, it will have to be subject to annual 

auditing. It can be overseen by the city, the money cannot be spent without the 

approval of the commission and would only be spent on items that fall under the 
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purview of the commission. Trees, Purple Martin, Starin Park Arboretum, etc.  It was 

unanimously decided to table to the next meeting after Stanek has had time to interact 

with the City Finance Department to gather more information. 

7. Staff Report 

1. Update on spring 2025 Tree Order. Neumeister provided the purchase order to the 

commission for the trees that were ordered for the city spring tree planting in 2025. Streets 

and Parks staff have been working on tree removals and pruning throughout the city. 

8. Considerations/Discussions/Reports 

a. Discussion and recommendations to Finance Committee on the Proposed Framework 

for Improving Public Participation. Boehm gave a brief overview of the proposals from 

the Finance Committees recommendations on public participation at council, committee 

and commission meetings. Discussion was had that this commission has no opinion 

either way on the recommendations brought forward. 

b. Discussion regarding small shrubs for landscape guidelines. Discussion was had on why 

this list is important, no decision was made.  

9. Tree City 

a. How is funding going to be secured on a continual basis for the future? Motioned to be 

tabled until Alt is present by McCormick, Seconded by Chandler. Ayes: Chandler, Kapfer, 

Stanek, Katovich, McCormick, Brown. Nays: None. 

b. Discussion and possible action regarding amount to spend on 2025 Tree Sale. 

Motioned to table until Alt is present by Stanek. Seconded by Katovich. Ayes: 

McCormick, Brown, Stanek, Katovich, Kapfer, Chandler. Nays: None 

10. Bird City 

a. Update on Purple Martin House solicitation. Discussion was held and it was decided to 

wait until the need increases. 

11. Future Agenda Items 

a. None 

12. Adjournment 

a. Motioned by McCormick to adjourn at 5:11 PM. Seconded by Brown. Ayes: Chandler, 

Brown, Kapfer, Katovich, Staneck. Nays: None  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kevin Boehm 

Kevin Boehm  
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Urban Forestry Commission Agenda Item 

Meeting Date: January 27, 2025 

Agenda Item: Landscaping Guidelines   

Staff Contact (name, email, phone): Taylor Zeinert tzeinert@whitewater-wi.gov 262-473-0148 
 

BACKGROUND 
(Enter the who, what, when, where, why) 

Plan and Architectural Review Commission (PARC) has asked that the Urban Forestry Committee to re-

evaluate the landscaping guidelines for new development. The guidelines are outdated and not clear for 

developers. Further, when asked at the PARC the urban forestry representative noted that they were unsure 

if the numbering or scoring scale was still in use.  

The PARC has asked that the Urban Forestry Committee review and update the landscaping guidelines.  

PREVIOUS ACTIONS – COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Dates, committees, action taken) 

- PARC asked that the Urban Forestry Committee review the landscaping guidelines. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT  
(If none, state N/A) 

N/A 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the committee review the guidelines. 

ATTACHMENT(S) INCLUDED  
(If none, state N/A) 

 2010 Landscaping Guidelines 

 Urban Forestry Updated approved Plants 
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