
 

CITY OF WESTWOOD, KANSAS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

4700 RAINBOW BLVD. WESTWOOD, KS 66205 

Monday, March 04, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 

Welcome to your Westwood City Council meeting. This meeting may be attended remotely via Zoom: 

Access Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89009964959 

Access by Phone: (312) 626-6799 / Webinar ID: 890 0996 4959 

[Note: This agenda is subject to changes, additions, or deletions at the discretion of the Governing Body] 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Administer the Affirmation of Office to Kevin Breer and Mark Neibling and Oath of Office to 
Emily Keyser 

II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MEETING MINUTES 

A. Consider approving the March 4, 2024 Planning Commission meeting agenda 

B. Consider approving the February 5, 2024 Planning Commission meeting minutes 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 

A. Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) regional efforts on housing (Katie Killen, Housing 
Program Manager; Josh Akers, Research Manager at MARC) 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

VIII. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Administrative Report (City Administrator Leslie Herring) 

IX. UPCOMING ITEMS 

A. April Guest Presentation: Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) regional efforts on 
environmental sustainability (Tom Jacobs) 
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B. Annual legalities training (April) 

C. May Guest Presentation: Contain the Rain and Heartland Tree Alliance programs (Bridging the 
Gap staff) 

D. Election of officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary) (May) 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

Regular meetings of the Westwood Planning Commission are held at 7:00 PM on the first Monday of 
each month. The next regular meeting of the Westwood Planning Commission will be held Monday, 

April 1, 2024, at 7:00 PM at Westwood City Hall or virtually, depending on current public health 
protocols in place. The City Calendar may be accessed at www.westwoodks.org. To receive further 

updates and communications, please see or sign up for the following: 

 

Westwood Buzz Email: https://bit.ly/3wA4DWx 
  
Facebook: City of Westwood Kansas-Government 
  Westwood, KS Police Department 
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City of Westwood, Kansas 
Planning Commission Meeting 

4700 Rainbow Boulevard 
February 5, 2024 – 7:00 PM 

 
Commissioners Present:  Ann Holliday 

Samantha Kaiser 
David Kelman 
Mark Neibling 
Sarah Page, Chair 
Matt Prout 
M. Scott Weaver 

     
Commissioners Absent:  Kevin Breer, Vice Chair 
    Clay Fulghum 
 
Staff Present:   Leslie Herring, City Administrator 
         
Call to Order 
Chair Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM on February 5, 2024.  
 
Approval of Agenda and Meeting Minutes 
Chair Page called for modifications or discussion of the February 5th meeting agenda or January 8th 
meeting minutes or a motion for approval. Commissioner Niebling moved to approve both the agenda 
and minutes. Commissioner Prout seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Public Hearings 
None. 
 
Presentations 
The Planning Commission received a presentation from Godfrey Riddle of Civic Saint on his project to 
use Compressed Earthen Blocks (CEBs) in building safe and affordable housing.  
 
Old Business 
2024 Issues of General Interest and Training Needs and Requests 
 
City Administrator Herring presented the staff report included in the meeting packet and referenced the 
January 8, 2024 meeting minutes for the listing of topics discussed to-date.  
 
The following independent study topics were claimed by Planning Commissioners for the following 
meeting dates: 
 

 August 5, 2024 – Street tree requirement for new construction projects (Commissioners Kelman 
and Prout) 

 September 9, 2024 – Pedestrian-friendliness, traffic calming, lowering speed limits 
(Commissioner Kaiser and Chair Page) 
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The Planning Commission discussed the schedule of guest speakers (listed in the staff report in the 
meeting packet) and thanked Herring for coordinating them. Chair Page asked Herring to advertise the 
speakers and presentations to the broader community through the City’s communication channels.  
 
New Business 
None. 
 
Chair Page thanked Commissioner Weaver for his service to the City on the Planning Commission as he is 
not seeking reappointment at the conclusion of his second term. Tonight will be his final meeting. 
Commissioner Weaver reflected on his time on the Planning Commission and his thoughts on the 
importance of civic participation.  
 
Page asked Herring to speak to the status of selecting and appointing Weaver’s replacement. Herring 
stated that two candidates responded to the call for interest in the appointment and that the selection 
process was under way with a request from the Mayor to City Council for consideration of the 
appointment scheduled for the February 8, 2024 City Council meeting. The new Planning Commissioner 
is expected to be named at that time and sworn in at the March 4, 2024 Planning Commission meeting. 
Commissioner Kelman noted his surprise that only two residents were interested in the appointment 
considering how much interest there has been from the community in the Planning Commission’s work 
over the past year.  
 
Staff Reports 
City Administrator Report – Leslie Herring 
Commissioner Weaver asked for a status update on the sale of City-owned property to Karbank for the 
redevelopment project at 50th & Rainbow approved in the Fall of 2023. Herring shared that the City 
Council declared invalid a resident petition to call for a referendum on the sale of City-owned property 
and that now the City is seeking a judgment from the Johnson County District Court on the validity of 
the resident petition to determine whether a special election can be called. The matter is currently 
working through the Court process.  
 
Herring also shared that there are multiple staff reports included in the January 11, 2024 City Council 
meeting packet that Planning Commissioner may be interested in reviewing: A report on current work of 
the Administration Department, a report on the 2024 work plan for the Administration Department, and 
a report on the Park Planning Steering Committee, which is set to begin work in March 2024. 
Specifically, Herring noted the following projects and their status: 
 

 Mission Rd. 2025 Improvements and upcoming public meeting on the plans 

 Rainbow Blvd. PSP study open house to gather additional public input was held on Saturday, 
January 27, from 2 – 4 PM at Westwood City Hall and was well-attended 

 Community survey planned for this Spring, which results will be used to create a Governing Body 
Strategic Plan 

 
Commissioner Kelman requested an update on filling the City’s Building Official position. Herring shared 
that Nick Finck has been spending a lot of time at the Building Official’s desk and is doing a great job so 
far shadowing neighboring building officials who are helping to cover our inspections and plan review 
and studying for certification exams.  
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Adjournment 
Motion by Commissioner Weaver to adjourn the meeting. Second by Commissioner Kelman. Motion 
passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:08 PM. 
 
Upcoming Items 
None.  
 
 
APPROVED: _____________________________________      
  Sarah Page, Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: _________________________________________      
      Leslie Herring, Secretary 
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Presented by:

Katie Killen
MARC Housing Program Manager

Josh Akers
MARC Research Manager

March 4, 2024

WESTWOOD, KANSAS

PLANNING COMMISSION
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ROAD MAP

• Regional Housing Partnership 
scope and framework

• Where we’ve been and where we 
are going

• Research and data 
underpinning the work
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SCOPE
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FRAMEWORK

4
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TOOLS – Housing Data Hub
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TOOLS – KCHousingLocator.com
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https://www.kchousinglocator.com/
https://www.kchousinglocator.com/
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TOOLS – Research
• Financing tool business plans

• Developer needs assessment

• Regional plan review

• Advocacy assessment

• Homeownership resources
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• Regional community land trust consortium

• Regional housing fund

• Coordinated regional grants

• HUD Community Project Funding 

• MO ARPA Coordination

• HUD PRO Housing Application

ASSETS
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NETWORKS
• Regional Housing Partnership Strategy Committee

• KCRHP.org
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The State of Housing in 

the United States and 

the Kansas City Region

• Over 50% of U.S. households 
are cost-burdened

• Over 42% of MARC region 
households are cost-burdened

• KC ranks near the bottom in peer metro 
comparison of wage growth

• Average household spends 46% of 
income on housing + transportation 

• Moderate-income households spend 56% 
on housing + transportation
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LIHTC Expiration Dates 
Threaten to Widen 
Affordable Rental 
Housing Gap

KC Region set to lose 10,351 affordable housing units or 
51.4% in next 10 years

• Combined with the existing gap of 64,000 units, 
the total gap could approach 75,000 units 

Source: National Housing Preservation Database data, updated December 2023.

10,351 51.4%

Source: National Housing Preservation Database data, updated December 2023.
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LIHTC Expiration Dates 
Threaten to Widen 
Affordable Rental 
Housing Gap

1,258 59.4%

Johnson County set to lose 1,258 affordable housing units or 
59.4% in the next 10 years

• If added to the existing gap of 7,710 units, total shortage 
could reach 8,968 units for ELI renters

Source: National Housing Preservation Database data, updated December 2023.Source: National Housing Preservation Database data, updated December 2023.
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Data Tools to 
Dig Deeper

LIHTC property information 
on the Housing Data Hub
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Housing and Transportation Costs 

Stretch Household Budgets

30.50%

24.40%

25.70%

21.10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Mod-Income HHs

All Households

Percent of Household Income Spent on 
Housing and Transportation Costs in 

the Kansas City Region

Housing Transportation

• Moderate-income households spend more 
than 56% of their income on housing and 
transportation costs.
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This mismatch 
and associated 

costs are 
evident in 

Johnson County

Data Source: Center for Neighborhood Technology’s Housing and Transportation (H+T©) Affordability Index. 
The index uses 2019 data from ACS and LEHD as inputs. 

21%30%Johnson County, KS

Percent of household income spent on housing and 

transportation costs by county for median-income households.
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Spatial Mismatch of 

Jobs and Housing is 

Partly to Blame for 

High Costs

• Communities with higher incomes and 
higher home values have more low-
wage jobs than low-wage workers.

• To balance this spatial mismatch:

• Johnson County would benefit from 
more affordable housing.

• Eastern portion of Kansas City would 
benefit from more jobs.
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Investor Impact on Single-

Family Housing in the KC 

Region 

• 157,000 single-family rentals in 
Kansas city region.

• 25% of all the region’s single-
family homes. 

• 20% are owned by individuals or 
companies with 10 or more 
properties.
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Investor Impact on Single-

Family Housing in 

Johnson County

• There are 29,000 single-family 
rentals in Johnson County.

• Nearly 16% of all Johnson 
County’s single-family homes. 

• 10% are owned by individuals 
or companies with 10 or more 
properties.
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Investor Impact on 
Single-Family Housing 
in Westwood

City % SFR that are Rentals % SFR Rentals that are 

Investor-Owned

Westwood, KS 18% 16%

Johnson County, KS 16% 10%

KC Region 25% 20%
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Investor (10+) 
Impact on 
Single-Family 
Housing in 
Westwood
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Investor Impact on 
Single-Family Housing 
in the KC Region 

• Nearly 30,000 single-family 
rentals in the region are owned 
by companies holding 10 or 
more properties. 

• Around 3,000 single-family 
rentals in Johnson County are 
owned by companies holding 
10 or more properties.

973

421

144

486

1,001

Johnson
Mid-America Regional Council Tabulations of County Parcel Data
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Investor 
Impact on 
Single-Family 
Housing in 
Westwood, 
KS

10 to 25
91%

26 to 50
4%

101 to 500
5%

RENTALS BY SIZE OF INVESTOR-OWNER 
HOLDINGS
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Mega-Investors are Buying Properties 
throughout the Region

Johnson County,
Kansas

• Amherst 298

• Blackstone 323

• Cerberus 238

• HomeVestors 74

• VineBrook 40
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Data Tools 
to Dig 
Deeper
Interactive maps on the 
online data story
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RESOURCES

• CLT webinar and resources

• Housing locator webinar

• Developer needs assessment webinar

• Housing Data Hub

• Housing Data Research
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https://www.marc.org/news/economy/community-land-trust-webinars-help-inform-region-about-valuable-homeownership-tool
https://www.marc.org/news/economy/greater-kansas-city-regional-housing-partnership-announces-launch-free-housing-locator
https://kcrhp.org/2023/11/28/kansas-city-regional-housing-partnership-developer-assessment-and-recommendations/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ff430550582544d587b764bd4601810e/page/Demographics/
https://www.marc.org/news?topic=305


QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
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Katie Killen | kkillen@marc.org

Josh Akers| jakers@marc.org
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