
 

CITY OF WESTWOOD, KANSAS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

4700 RAINBOW BLVD. WESTWOOD, KS 66205 

Monday, July 07, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 

Welcome to your Westwood City Council meeting. This meeting may be attended remotely via Zoom: 

Access Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89009964959 

Access by Phone: (312) 626-6799 / Webinar ID: 890 0996 4959 

[Note: This agenda is subject to changes, additions, or deletions at the discretion of the Governing Body] 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MEETING MINUTES 

A. Consider approving the July 7, 2025 Planning Commission meeting agenda 

B. Consider approving the May 5, 2025 Planning Commission meeting minutes 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Review recodification suggested changes to Chapter 16 of the Westwood City Code 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Annual review of the Planning Commission bylaws, per Article 6 Section 4 of the bylaws 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PLANNING COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

VIII. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Administrative Report (City Administrator Leslie Herring) 

B. Public Works Report (Public Works Director John Sullivan) 

IX. UPCOMING ITEMS 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

Regular meetings of the Westwood Planning Commission are held at 7:00 PM on the first Monday of 
each month. The next regular meeting of the Westwood Planning Commission will be held 

Thursday, August 4, 2025, at 7:00 PM at Westwood City Hall or virtually, depending on current 
public health protocols in place. The City Calendar may be accessed at www.westwoodks.org. To 

receive further updates and communications, please see or sign up for the following: 

 

Westwood Buzz Email: https://bit.ly/3wA4DWx 
  
Facebook: City of Westwood Kansas-Government 
  Westwood, KS Police Department 
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https://www.facebook.com/people/City-of-Westwood-Kansas-Government/100064359892945/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068108156666m
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City of Westwood, Kansas 
Planning Commission Meeting 

4700 Rainbow Boulevard 
May 5, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

 
Commissioners Present:  Clay Fulghum 

Ann Holliday  
David Kelman 
Emily Keyser 
Scott McCracken 
Mark Neibling 
Sarah Page, Chair  

 
Commissioners Absent:  Kevin Breer, Vice Chair 

Samantha Kaiser 
 
Staff Present:   Leslie Herring, City Administrator 
    John Sullivan, Public Works Director 
    Kathryn Dumovich, City Attorney for Planning Commission 
         
Call to Order 
Chair Sarah Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM on May 5, 2025. 
 
Approval of Agenda and Meeting Minutes 
Chair Page called for modifications or discussion of the May 5, 2025 Planning Commission meeting 
agenda, February 24, 2025 City Council-Planning Commission joint work session minutes, and March 3, 
2025 meeting minutes or a motion for approval. Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the agenda 
and meeting minutes. Commissioner Keyser seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Public Hearings 
 
Presentations 
Annual Legalities Training 
The Planning Commission received the annual legalities training from MVP Law Attorney Kathryn 
Dumovich. The presentation was included in the meeting packet. 
 
Old Business – None. 
 
New Business 
Election of officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary) 
Chair Page asked that City Administrator Herring provide the staff report. City Administrator Herring 
presented the report included in the meeting packet.  
 
Chair Page stated that Commissioner Breer has taken a different role in his professional life and that it 
has been difficult for him to attend Planning Commission meetings regularly. Page stated that Breer 
would be open to someone else serving as Vice-Chair and welcomed nominations. Commissioner 
Neibling asked Commissioner Fulghum if he would be willing to accept the nomination for Vice-Chair. 
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Fulghum affirmed. Page moved to elect Clay Fulghum as Vice-Chair. Second by Neibling. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Kelman asked Page whether she would be willing to serve another term as Chair. Page 
affirmed. Kelman moved to elect Page as Chair. Second by Neibling. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Commissioner Kelman moved to elect Leslie Herring as Secretary. Second by Fulghum. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Announcements/Planning Commissioner Comments 
Chair Page shared that she would like for the Planning Commission to initiate a review of the massing 
and density of new single-family detached houses in Westwood to determine whether changes to the 
City’s zoning ordinance are warranted based on community concerns and building trends.  
 
Staff Reports  
Administrative Report (City Administrator Leslie Herring) 
Herring shared an update on the following items: 

 Recodification process 

 Mission Road construction project 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Commissioner Fulghum to adjourn the meeting. Second by Commissioner Kelman. Motion 
passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM. 
 
Upcoming Items 
 
 
APPROVED: _____________________________________      
  Sarah Page, Chair 
 
ATTEST: _________________________________________      
      Leslie Herring, Secretary 

4

Item B.Section II, Item



WESTWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION 
Staff Report 
Meeting Date: July 7, 2025 
Staff Contact: Leslie Herring, City Administrator 
 

 
Agenda Item:  Review recodification suggested changes to Chapter 16 of the Westwood City Code 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Recodification is the process by which all adopted ordinances (and modern, current State and Federal 
laws, where applicable) are integrated into a City’s Codebook so that the Codebook reflects the current 
and comprehensive laws of the City.  
 

 In January 2023, CivicPlus (which acquired MuniCode) embarked on a recodification of the 
Westwood Municipal Code. City staff provided access to all necessary City materials and 
CivicPlus went to work reviewing and preparing the Code for public, searchable online access.   

 In February 2024, City staff received the Code sections for review and from there worked with 
CivicPlus staff, the City Attorney, and the Governing Body and Planning Commission to review 
and tweak the City Code to prepare it for final review and adoption.  

 In July 2024, the Planning Commission reviewed and provided input and changes to the Zoning 
Ordinance (Chapter 16 of the City Code) 

 In October 2024, the City role in review of the Code sections concluded and CivicPlus began 
finalizing the Code for consideration and adoption by the Governing Body.  

 In June 2025, CivicPlus provided the final Code document and ordinance for adoption of the 
recodification. Once CivicPlus receives the Council-approved ordinance, they will activate the 
online searchable City Code on the City’s website.  

 
STAFF COMMENTS:  
The intent of recodification is housekeeping, to ensure consistency and legality of the code provisions 
and to address any confusion or conflicting elements of the code.  
 
The following is a summary of the notable edits to the Zoning Ordinance, advanced by Planning 
Commission in July 2024: 
 

a. 4.3.2(K) – clarifying process for applicants who want to build within 5-foot setback.  
b. 4.3.2 Table – Cleaning up references to side yard setbacks. 
c. 4.3.12 – Cleaning up to be consistent with RV parking regulations in 14-217, which also covers 

this topic.  
 
The Zoning Ordinance changes can be viewed via this link to the Planning Commission July 2024 meeting 
packet. A clean version of the draft for adoption is included in this (July 2025) meeting packet. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The Planning Commission should review the Zoning Ordinance as presented 
and annotated in the meeting packet and should discuss any deviations or additional edits requested. 
Once the Planning Commission is satisfied with the edits, City staff will schedule a public hearing to 
formally consider the edits and prepare this Chapter for adoption by City Ordinance by the Governing 
Body.  
 
Although there is interest from the Planning Commission to make more substantive changes to the 
zoning ordinance relative to recent cases and matters, that review process can occur simultaneously but 
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separately from this recodification. Any additional changes to the Zoning Ordinance can be achieved via 
the text amendment process and recommended to the City Council for adoption by ordinance once the 
Planning Commission determines what amendments it would like to recommend for consideration. 
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
I move to direct the Secretary to publish notice of public hearing for August 4, 2025 to consider 
amendments to the City’s zoning ordinance. 
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WESTWOOD PLANNING COMMISSION 
Staff Report 
Meeting Date: July 7, 2025 
Staff Contact: Leslie Herring, City Administrator 
 

 
Agenda Item: Conduct Annual Review of Planning Commission Bylaws 
 

 
Background/Description of Item 
 
The Planning Commission bylaws provide for the following: 
 

ARTICLE SIX 
Miscellaneous 

 
SECTION THREE: Amendment of Rules. These Bylaws may be amended or repealed for stated 

reasons by affirmative vote of three-fourths (3/4) of the voting members of the Commission. 
 

SECTION FOUR: Bylaw Review. The Westwood Planning Commission shall review, amend and 
approve these Bylaws in June of every year. 
 
Staff Comments/Recommendation 
 
The Planning Commission members are encouraged to review the Bylaws (available via this link to the 
City’s website) ahead of the meeting. Any modifications identified by individual members should be 
raised and discussed amongst the Planning Commission at the meeting. If and when the Planning 
Commission feels comfortable proceeding with any amendment to the Bylaws or approval of the Byalws 
without revision, a motion may be made from the floor.  
 
Suggested Motion: 
 
I move to amend/approve the Planning Commission Bylaws following this July 2025 annual review of the 
Bylaws, in accordance with the provisions of same.  
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