
 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2023 AT 5:30 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SECOND FLOOR, MUNICIPAL BUILDING - 106 JONES STREET 

By Phone or GoToMeeting: Members of the media and the public may attend by calling:(Toll Free): 1 
877 309 2073 or 1 (646) 749-3129     Access Code: 196-221-861 or https://meet.goto.com/196221861 
Please join meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. All public participants' phones will be 
muted during the meeting except during the public comment period.   

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM CITIZENS PRESENT 

Each individual who would like to address the Committee will be permitted up to three minutes for 
their comments 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES 

A. Review and Approve Minutes: 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Path Planning Task Force minutes from October 24, 2023. 

B. Review and Approve: Public Works minutes from November 28, 2023 

4. BUSINESS 

A. Review and take possible action: Weed Ordinance Appeal for Tristan Higgins 

B. Review and take possible action: Weed Ordinance Appeal for ADY Ventures, LLC 

C. Review and take possible action: Weed Ordinance Appeal for Lawrence McLaren 

5. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Persons requiring other reasonable accommodations for any of the above meetings, may contact the 

office of the City Clerk at mdunneisen@CityofWatertown.org, phone 920-262-4006 
 

A quorum of any City of Watertown Council, Committee, Board, Commission, or other body, may be 
present at this meeting for observing and gathering of information only 
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ENGINEERING DIVISION 
 

Jaynellen J. Holloway, P.E. 

920.262.4050 
Ritchie M. Piltz, CSI 

920.262.4034 

Maureen McBroom, ENV SP 

920-206-4264 

    Administrative Assistant     

Wanda Fredrick 920.262.4060 

Andrew Beyer, P.E. 

920.262.4052 

 
 
 
 
    Christopher Newberry 
                  920-390-3164 

 
 
 

MEMO 

TO:  Task Force Commissioners/Public Works Commissioners  

FROM: Jaynellen J. Holloway, P.E., Chairperson 

DATE:  October 24, 2023 

RE: October 24, 2023, Bicycle & Pedestrian Path Plan Task Force Meeting Minutes 

Bicycle, Pedestrian Path Task Force Room 2044 

October 24, 2023, 4:30 – 5:30 PM (America/Chicago) 

PRESENT: Maureen McBroom, Jaynellen Holloway, Carol Quest, Eric Schmid, Rod Laudenslager, Carol 

Quest, Steve Board, Joe Kallas 

 

Agenda Items: 

1) Meeting was called to Order by Maureen McBroom at 4:34 p.m.  Introductions were made. 

 

2) Review and take possible action:  Approve minutes of March 14, 2023, meeting and forward to 

the Public Works Commission for review and acknowledgement. 

Motion: Quest 

Second: Laudenslager 

Passed Unanimously. 

 

3) TAP Grant Update: City-Wide Bike & Pedestrian Plan Proposed Schedule: WisDOT Contacts 

Start next winter.  Draft RFP at WisDOT for review and approval. This body will be a reviewer 

of the plan.  It will be a master plan for the City to connect to both counties and state trails.  

Add grant amount. This would be a six-month, possibly up to nine-month study. 

 

4) TAP Grant Update: S. Church Street Grant Application:  Grant application due this week. S. 

Church between Air Park Drive and Jefferson Road.  This will be the third time we have 

applied.  It is an 80/20 grant. 

 

5) Review and take possible action:  Amend membership voting to include two (2) Engineering 

staff members as recognized voters.  

Motion: Kallas 

Second: Quest 

Passed Unanimously. 

 

6) Dodge County Trails Update by Bill Ehlenbeck, Director, Dodge County Land Resources & 

Parks Dept: Bill will attend the next meeting.  In the interim, Maureen gave an overview of the 

Dodge County Parks, Outdoor Recreation, and Open Space Plan. See attached.  They are 
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currently working on trails in and around Horicon.  They are interested in getting the bike route 

along N. Second St/Rd off road.   

 

7) Review and discuss: Future agenda items. 

1) Development of the Collective property to plan for pedestrian/bike trails in it. 

2) Update bike trails on the City’s GIS – as an update in a future meeting. 

 

 

8) Adjourn.  Adjourned at 5:07 pm.   

Motion: Laudenslager 

Second: Schmid.  

Motion approved. 

 

Next meeting: First Quarter of 2024. 
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2023 AT 5:30 PM

Commission members present: Alders Bartz, Board, Smith, Wetzel, Comm’r Thompson
City employees present: Wastewater Treatment Manager Pete Hartz; Strategic Initiatives and Development Coordinator
Mason Becker. City Attorney Steve Chesebro

1. CALL TO ORDER
5:43 pm

2. COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM CITIZENS PRESENT
NONE

3. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES
Public Works minutes from November 14, 2023
Motion to approve Ald. Board
2nd Ald. Bartz
Carried by unanimous voice vote

4. BUSINESS
A. Review and take possible action: Dupont class action lawsuit settlement participation to establish eligibility for
compensation from settlement funds
Currently drinking water tests show that the city of Watertown’s treated drinking water is safe and has zero detects for 29
different PFAS / PFOS chemical parameters, which were required to be tested for under the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency’s Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule #5 in 2023. However, the future of the water quality related
to PFAS / PFOS is unknown. Joining in this settlement impacts Watertown’s future rights regarding the unknown and
possible contamination from PFAS / PFOS. This settlement provides public water systems with access to funding that
can transform their infrastructure by establishing and maintaining state-of-the-art water treatment facilities equipped with
advanced technology for effectively removing PFAS / PFOS. This settlement coincides with a shifting regulatory
landscape and the likely adoption of new, enforceable standards for PFAS content in drinking water, including the
Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed maximum contaminant levels for PFOA / PFOS; if the public water system
opts out it will receive no funds to pay for compliance efforts and obligations, but would preserve legal rights for future
claims.
Both Hartz and Chesebro concurred that the best option for the City is to opt. Into the lawsuit.
This lawsuit is nationwide
Motion by Ald. Board to opt. into a class action lawsuit with Dupont to establish eligibility for compensation from settlement
funds
2nd Ald. Bartz
Carried by unanimous voice vote

B. Review and take possible action: 3Mclass action lawsuit settlement participation to establish eligibility for compensation
from settlement funds
Can insert paragraph 4.A. “Currently…claims” can be inserted here as it is a duplicate.
Motion by Ald. Board to opt. into a class action lawsuit with 3M to establish eligibility for compensation from settlement
funds
2nd Comm’r Thompson
Carried by unanimous voice vote

C. Review: Downtown River Corridor Opportunity Analysis RFP
Mason Becker appeared before the Plan Commission seeking ideas and thoughts and appeared before the Public Works
Commission for the same.

4

Section 3, Item B.



Smith asked what the expected cost to the RDA for the study. Becker $20-50k. Smith asked if the RDA has the funding.
Becker stated that there is money available in the RDA and that the study could be completed in 2024 and that the project
should be completed in 9 months.
Smith suggested partnerships along the corridor between public and private sector
Unsure of the scope of the study, but Smith spoke of the misuse of land south of the Milwaukee Street bridge. Board
asked that design standards be given to the developers in the corridor and broadening the scope along the entire
commercial face of the Rock River i.e. fromer Shopko/Pic n Save, east side of river from the former Pizza Hut property
south.

5. ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn at Ald. Bartz at 6:39 pm
2nd Ald. Board
Carried by unanimous voice vote

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Wetzel
Public Works Commission Chair
Note: These minutes are uncorrected and any corrections made thereto will be noted in the proceedings at which
these minutes are approved.
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MEMO 

TO: Public Works Commission 

FROM: Kristine Butteris, Director of Parks, Recreation, & Forestry 

DATE: December 6, 2023 

RE: Public Works Commission Meeting, December 12, 2023 

 

 
Review and take possible action: Weed Ordinance Appeal for Tristan Higgins 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
I received an email on September 5th from Matt Willmann of the Street Department asking if the email 
he forwarded to me about a weed ordinance complaint for 328 N. Warren St. should be directed to the 
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department. I forwarded this message on to the administrative assistant 
asking that a work order be put through to check on the property.   
 
On September 8th, Jeff Doyle, the Weed Commissioner Designee, emailed both myself and the 
administrative assistant to send a weed ordinance notice.  
 
The Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department crew was instructed to mow the property on October 
5th and invoiced the property owner on October 6th. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Email correspondence 
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MEMO 

TO: Public Works Commission 

FROM: Kristine Butteris, Director of Parks, Recreation, & Forestry 

DATE: December 6, 2023 

RE: Public Works Commission Meeting, December 12, 2023 

 

 
Review and take possible action: Weed Ordinance Appeal for ADY Ventures LLC 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
A phone call was received on June 28th, stating weeds are blocking the stop sign. Another phone call 
was received on July 13th, stating weeds are overtaking the sidewalk. Jeff Doyle, the Weed 
Commissioner Designee, reviewed the property on July 13th and send an emailed both myself and the 
manager to send a weed ordinance notice. We received another complaint on September 15th and 
instructed the park crew to mow the property that day.  
 
Attachments: 
 
Email correspondence 
Weed Ordinance Letter 
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MEMO 

TO: Public Works Commission 

FROM: Kristine Butteris, Director of Parks, Recreation, & Forestry 

DATE: December 6, 2023 

RE: Public Works Commission Meeting, December 12, 2023 

 

 
Review and take possible action: Weed Ordinance Appeal for Lawrence McLaren 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
512 South Tenth Street 
 
We received a weed complaint on July 19th about the 512 S 10th street property. The property was sent 
a notice on July 19th for weeds overgrowing the front and backyard areas. The property was eventually 
trimmed and mowed by the property owner. The property received another complaint on October 4th 
and the property was then mowed by the City on Oct 6th. 
 
The property owners father then asked to have me explain why we mowed the property. I explained to 
him that the City had already sent him a notice earlier in the year and per the City Weed ordinance, 
once the City sends the letter the property owner is to maintain the property the rest of the year. I 
explained this ordinance to him a second time. Initially he was not happy with the City but clearly after I 
explained the ordinance to him he was clearly not happy with his son. After the second ordinance 
explanation, he then gave me his son’s phone number, asked me to call him and to explain it to him. 
I then called the son and explained the ordinance to him. I also told him I had talked to his father about 
the ordinance, and his father told me to explain it to you. I told him his option is to bring it to the City 
council to see if any changes could be made. He didn’t sound interested in doing that. 
 
There was initially a little confusion about billing because the house next door, 906 Wisconsin Ave, also 
received the same timing weed ordinance notice and thought we billed the wrong address. 
 
This property has been called in multiple times due to lack of the property owner maintaining the grass 
and backyard areas in the last 2 plus years by neighboring property owners. 
 
Attachments: 
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Email correspondence 
Weed Ordinance Letter 
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