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DATE:  Monday, May 5, 2025  
TIME:        7:00 p.m. 
PLACE: 400 S. Vine Street, Urbana, IL 61801 

The City Council Committee of the Whole of the City of Urbana, Illinois, met in regular session Monday, 
May 5, 2025, at 7:03p.m. 

ELECTED OFFICIALS PHYSICALLY PRESENT: DeShawn Williams, Mayor; Darcy Sandefur, City 
Clerk, CM Christopher Evans, CM Shirese Hursey, CM Jaya Kolisetty, CM Chaundra Bishop, CM Grace 
Wilken, CM James Quisenberry  

ELECTED OFFICIALS ABSENT: CM Maryalice Wu 

STAFF PRESENT: Bourema Ouedraogo, Bridget Broihahn, Matt Roeschley, Elizabeth Hannan, Seok 
Hyun Cho, Demond Dade, Andrea Ruedi, Will Kolschowsky, Kevin Garcia, Marcus Ricci 

OTHERS PRESENT: John Gutzmer, Chief Information Officer at Urbana School District #116; 
Kathleen Groark, Representative on behalf of DRA Properties, LLC, and Verizon Wireless 

Chair:  Chaundra Bishop, Ward 5 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

With a quorum present, Chair Bishop called the meeting of the Urbana City Council to order at
7:03p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting

a. 04-28-2025 City Council Meeting Minutes

Motion to approve by CM Hursey, seconded by CM Kolisetty.

Voice Vote:
AYE: Evans, Hursey, Kolisetty, Bishop, Wilken, Quisenberry
NAY: None.

3. Additions to the Agenda

None.

4. Presentations and Public Input

a. Here to Serve “U” Month Proclamation

Mayor Williams proclaimed May 2025 as “Here 2 Serve U” Month in honor of the dedicated
City of Urbana employees encompassing essential services, first responders, safety inspectors,
administrative professions, the City Clerk’s office, grant administrators, planners, and others.
Encouraged the community to engage with critical issues surrounding municipal services and
recognize the contributions of the City’s professionals.
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b. Building Safety Month Proclamation

Mayor Williams proclaimed May 2025 as Building Safety Month in honor of the City of
Urbana’s Building Safety Division who ensures the safety and livability of homes, buildings,
and infrastructure throughout the City. Encouraged residents to get involved and raise
awareness about building safety on a personal, local, and global scale.

c. Public Input

Anonymous urged Council to keep Imagine Urbana in Committee of the Whole until a
housing study has been conducted. Stated further meetings within each Ward are necessary to
gather further input from residents and provide more explicit statistics as well as clarifications
on the questions asked. Disagreed with City Staff citing Moves from the unapproved Imagine
Urbana to justify an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance despite finding the content of the
amendment to be agreeable.

Written Public Input expressing concern regarding Ordinance No. 2025-05-015 was 
received from the following individual and read by CM Wilken: Tom Schroeder. Written 
Public Input calling for the Champaign County State’s Attorney to drop the charges 
against six pro-Palestinian Activists was received from the following individual and read 
by CM Kolisetty: Rohn Koester. Written Public Input in opposition to rezoning plans 
allowing little homes to be built in proximity to expensive homes was received from the 
following individual but was not read: Vicki Trimble. Written Public Input calling for 
the City of Urbana to uphold its status as a Sanctuary City was received from the 
following individual but was not read: Adam Nichols. 

4. Staff Report

None.

5. New Business

a. Ordinance No. 2025-05-014: An Ordinance Amending the Urbana Zoning Ordinance
(Amend Section VI-5.B for Clarity and to Update Regulations Allowing Stairs to Encroach
into Required Yards / Plan Case No. 2500-T-25) – CD

Presented by Kevin Garcia, Principal Planner & Zoning Administrator. The Ordinance
approves an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to allow stairs that are used to access
buildings and outdoor living areas to encroach into required yards up to six inches from
property lines. The amendment would also clarify some language in the Zoning Ordinance
without changing its intent. Kevin Garcia stated the purpose of the amendment is to allow
for stairs to access buildings and outdoor living areas, such as porches and decks, to
encroach into required yards up to six inches from property lines. Shared Plan Commission
reviewed the proposed amendment on their April 17 meeting and unanimously
recommended approval to City Council. Stated this amendment originates from the denial
of Ordinance No. 2025-02-004 where the request was acceptable, but there were no special
circumstances to support the variance request. Stated as part of the denial, Council directed
City staff to draft an Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance regarding porch stairs.
Questions and discussion followed.
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Motion to approve to the consent agenda by CM Quisenberry, seconded by CM Hursey. 

Voice Vote: 
AYE: Evans, Hursey, Kolisetty, Bishop, Wilken, Quisenberry 
NAY: None. 

b. Ordinance No. 2025-05-015: An Ordinance Approving a Special Use Permit (102 East
Michigan Avenue / Plan Case No. 2501-SU-25 – DRA Properties, LLC) – CD

Presented by Marcus Ricci, Planner II with John Gutzmer, Chief Information Officer at
Urbana School District #116 and Kathleen Groark, Representative on behalf of DRA
Properties, LLC, and Verizon Wireless available for questions. The Ordinance approves a
special use permit for a wireless cellular tower with antennas on the Urbana School District
#116 (USD116) campus in the Conservation-Recreation-Education (CRE) Zoning District.
Marcus Ricci reviewed the special use permit. Shared the Plan Commission reviewed the
special use permit on their April 17 meeting, and they voted to recommend it for Council
approval. Stated the recommendation also includes the waiving of requirements for security
fencing and landscaping, with the condition that construction is in general conformance
with the submitted site plan. Stated the cellular tower is to improve cellular coverage for
USD116 staff and students on the High School and Middle School campus as well as
nearby residents. Further added the improved service will better emergency response times.
Mentioned the cellular tower aligns with Objectives 33.1 and 33.4 of the 2005
Comprehensive Plan to improve utility services for residents. Stated the Plan Commission
received two objections to the special use permit, and they also received a letter of support
from the Urbana Police Department. Stated the Telecommunications Act of 1996 reserves
the right of regulating the placement of a cellular tower based solely on health concerns to
the Federal Communications Commission. Further stated the special use permit is subject
to review by Council at 5-year intervals to determine if technology has advanced far enough
to make the cellular tower outdated and if the permit should be terminated or modified to
adjust to the changes. Provided background on the additional waivers, noting the cellular
tower is replacing an existing light pole on campus athletic grounds that is already fenced in
with similar light poles that do not have any vegetative buffers. Added the cellular tower
will not be able to be scaled without specialized equipment and training. Questions and
discussion ensued.

Motion to approve to the regular agenda by CM Kolisetty, seconded by CM Wilken.

Voice Vote:
AYE: Evans, Hursey, Kolisetty, Bishop, Wilken, Quisenberry
NAY: None.

6. Old Business

a. Ordinance No. 2025-04-013: An Ordinance Approving a Comprehensive Plan (Imagine
Urbana / Plan Case No. 2502-CP-25) – CD

Presented by Andrea Ruedi, Senior Advisor for Integrated Strategy Development and Kevin
Garcia, Principal Planner & Zoning Administrator with an afterword from Mayor Williams.
The Ordinance approves the Imagine Urbana Comprehensive Plan. Andrea Ruedi provided
an overview of the presentation stating it will contain responses to feedback received from
its prior appearance at Committee of the Whole, provide options on how to proceed, and
will end with comments from Mayor Williams. Shared Imagine Urbana will be updated to
include a joint letter and photo from Mayors Williams and Marlin, responses to public
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feedback from the website were shared online as well as being made available outside of 
Council Chambers as physical copies, and broken weblinks to City plans were fixed 
throughout the document. Spoke on an update to Big Move 1 that changes the focus to 
people and inclusiveness rather than being on buildings, as suggested by CM Wu. Kevin 
Garcia displayed the differences between the 2005 Land Use Map and 2025 Place Types 
Map through hatched lines illustrating where changes were made from 2005 to the present. 
Spoke on the general areas of conflict between the Urbana Zoning Ordinance and Imagine 
Urbana as well as where it does align in specific areas. Spoke on a lost condition in the 
Zoning Ordinance where if a new business was utilizing an already existing building in a 
neighborhood, current parking requirements would not have to be met and provided an 
example of how the current parking requirements prohibited a prospective business owner 
from establishing a small café in an existing building. Shared the example of Buena Vista 
Court and how it could not be developed in its current state without 45 Major Variances. 
Illustrated how the lot adjacent to Buena Vista Court could potentially be developed to 
current regulations in various hypothetical configurations. Stated a single-family home built 
in a similar design to the houses at Buena Vista Court would go on the market for an 
estimated amount of $260,000 for an 1,100 square foot building while the highest amount a 
house in Buena Vista Court has sold for is $125,000 in 2020. Andrea Ruedi presented three 
recommendations on how to move Imagine Urbana forward through approval, approval 
with amendments made, or continuing to keep the item in Committee of the Whole for 
further discussion. Mayor Williams shared appreciation for the work that gone into forming 
the Imagine Urbana Comprehensive Plan. Voiced preference for the item to stay in 
Committee of the Whole to continue developing an understanding of Imagine Urbana and 
continuing to incorporate further public input into the plan. Questions and discussion 
followed. 

Motion to keep in Committee of the Whole by CM Quisenberry, seconded by CM 
Kolisetty. 

Voice Vote: 
AYE: Evans, Hursey, Kolisetty, Bishop, Wilken, Quisenberry 
NAY: None. 

7. Council Input and Communications
CM Wilken shared congratulations to Mayor Williams for completing a full meeting as Mayor. Mayor 
Williams congratulated all elected officials for completing their first meeting. Chair Bishop echoed 
congratulations to Council and Mayor Williams for their successful elections and cherished the recent 
excitement felt within the community.

8. Adjournment
With no further business before the committee of the whole Chair Bishop adjourned the meeting at 9:06 
p.m.

Seok Hyun Cho

Deputy City Clerk
This meeting was video recorded and is viewable on-demand HERE.      Minutes approved: 5/12/25

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-nmJ-Y6Fj8
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