
 
 

 

CITY OF URBANA 

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY 
COMMISSION MEETING 

DATE: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 

TIME: 7:00 PM 

PLACE: 400 South Vine Street, Urbana, IL 61801 

MINUTES 
Members Present: Annie Adams, Susan Jones, Qiushi Huang, Bruce Michelson, Keenan Portis, Nancy   
            Westcott, Carmen Franks  

 

Others Present:  none 

Members Absent: Tommy Griscom, Sarthak Prasad  

A. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Annie Adams called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll was taken.  A quorum of members was 
present.   
 

B. Changes to the Agenda 
Annie motioned to add a discussion regarding the $2,500 budget that BPAC has to the agenda, Susan 
Jones seconded.  Motion approved with a unanimous voice vote.   
 

C. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
1. April 15, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

Susan Jones motioned to approve the minutes, Bruce Michelson seconded.  Motion approved with a 
majority voice vote.  There was an abstention by Nancy Westcott because she couldn’t find the April 
meeting minutes to look over. 
 

2. May 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
Susan Jones motioned to approve the minutes, Bruce Michelson seconded.  Motion approved with a 
unanimous voice vote.   

 
D. Public Input  

none 
 

E. Unfinished Business 
1. BPAC Goals & Initiatives 2024-2025 

There was discussion about if current meetings are effective for the goals & current initiatives or if 
they should be divided into sub-groups and each sub-group report back to the big group.  There is 
already one sub-committee for BikeShare; which consists of Bruce Michelson, Keenan Portis, & 
Sarthak Prasad.  After further discussion, it was decided to continue meeting each month and not 
add more sub-committees at this time.  BPAC will re-visit this topic during the scheduling of next 
year’s meetings. 
 
Bruce Michelson moved to adopt the Summary of Goals for FY2024-2025 as the Summary of Goals 
for FY2025-2026, Sue Jones seconded.  Motion approved with a unanimous voice vote. 
 

Approved 8/19/2025 



Carmen Franks will also send out BPAC topics & notes that she has been compiling since March 
2025.   
 

F. Reports of City Officials and Staff and Reports of Committees 
Bruce Michelson said that the sub-committee for BikeShare is waiting on negotiations between the 
bikeshare company and Champaign.  There are limits to what they can know. 
 
Carmen Franks gave the following updates on City projects and committees.  

1. Florida Avenue Shared Use Path – Plans are 90% complete and has cleared SHPO review.  The 
work is planned for 2026. 

2. Bakers Lane Shared Use Path – The final plan set is being prepared.  The next step is to secure 
easements.  Construction is still planned to begin in early Fall and completed in 2026.   

3. CDBG Sidewalk Improvements – The sidewalks were constructed in March and the sod was 
installed in May.  This project is complete. 

4. EQL Streetlights FY22 – Most of the new lighting circuits are ready to be connected to power.  
Construction is still underway..   

5. EQL FY25 Program – This includes sidewalks, ramps, streetlights, & some traffic calming 
devices on Broadway, Kerr, and Cottage Grove.  Sidewalk & streetlight design is underway and 
traffic calming design is about to begin. 

6. Lincoln Avenue Corridor Study – Final public input phase ended on May 30th.  This was 
presented to City Council on June 7th and will be presented again on July 21st. 

7. Lincoln Avenue Wascher to Killarney – SS4A grant funding is still under review by USDOT.  
Public outreach plan & concept plan are underway now.  Expected to bid the project for FY28. 

8. Florida Avenue Wright to Hillcrest – This is a roadway project.  Intersection design details are 
being reviewed by IDOT.   

9. Traffic Signal Improvements – Planning to update audio devices for pedestrian signals at up to 
14 signalized intersections. 

10. Sidewalk Improvements FY25 – Contractor is under contract for about 700 feet of sidewalk 
replacement in West Urbana.  A pre-construction meeting is planned for this week.  An 
additional 100 feet of sidewalk was added to the contract.  

11. The CIP was finalized and incorporated into the FY26 budget. 
12. Grant updates include:  

(1) 5 applications have been submitted for the IDOT Local Projects Grant 
(2) the City will not be pursue an HSIP Grant this year 
(3) the Safe Routes to School Grant cycle will open on August 1st and closes on October 13th  
(4) the ITEP Grant’s next cycle opens in August 2026 

 
Carmen attended the ADA Coordinator webinar.  Keenan also attended it. 
 
The Champaign-Urbana Active Transportation Group, which is hosted by CUUATS & RPC, started  
meeting in March. 

G. New Business 
1. Vacancies:  USD116 vacancy; BikeShare Subcommittee Coordinator 

Annie has tried to get the USD116 vacancy filled without any luck.  Carmen mentioned Linda 
Gibbons, who is on the Safe Routes to School Committee.  
 
The BikeShare Subcommittee Coordinator, Marcus Ricci, is no longer with the City of Urbana.  A 
question was asked as to if the subcommittee can still go forward without him.  After some 



discussion, it was decided that it can.  Bruce will setup the next few Zoom meetings for the 
subcommittee.   
 

2. $2,500 Budget (added during Changes to the Agenda portion of meeting) 
BPAC has $2,500 to spend and this money usually goes to Light the Night for bike lights.  Annie 
said the lights they get are usually inexpensive and dim.  Annie said that she has talked with a local 
bike shop and we could get 100 back & front lights or 200 back lights for the $2,500.  There were 
suggestions of giving out the lights at the Market [at the Square], at the bike shop as part of an event, 
or having police officers give them out when they see a bicyclist without a light.   
 
After more discussion, it was decided to make this a future topic when Sarthak is in attendance since 
he is part of the Light the Night.   
 

H. Announcements 
Kenna Portis announced that they had a final subcommittee meeting for King Park where they 
presented the new masterplan.  They will be presenting this to the board for approval in August and are 
hoping for construction to begin in the Spring or Summer of 2026, with it being completed in the Fall 
of 2027.  Keenan is also applying for an OSLAD grant for this project.    
 
Qiushi Huang made the following announcements: 
 1. MTD is replacing bus stop signs with new signs that have a QR code to be scanned by a phone to 
          receive route information in real time. 
 2. There are several diversions of current bus routes to serve the Marketplace Mall area. 
 3. MTD is hosting the IPTA conference at the end of September.  
 
Carmen Franks congratulated Bruce & Susan on their re-appointments to BPAC.  She also announced 
that the City has a new Community Development Department Head. 
 
Annie Adams had the following comments & announcements: 
 1. Annie thanked Carol Mitten, Marcus Ricci, Will Kolschowsky, and Tim Cowan for all of their  
     hard work while they were City employees. 
 2. RPC is seeking input on traffic fatalities via an interactive map and survey on their website. 
 3. Annie participated in the Full Moon Bike Ride to the Sidney Dairy Barn last week.   
 

I. Future Topics 
1. Bike light distribution discussion 
2. King Park master plan (Kennan Portis) 

 
J. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
  

 


