
  

 

 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
MEETING AGENDA 

 Online via Zoom and In Person at 
Tumwater Fire Department 

Headquarters, EOC, 311 Israel Rd. SW, 
Tumwater, WA 98501 

 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 
6:00 PM 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. New Medic Unit Proposal Briefing (Brian Hurley) 

4. MuniFin 201 - Expenditures (Troy Niemeyer) 

5. Ordinance No. O2023-014, Proposed Amendments to Tumwater Municipal Code Chapter 12.32 
Public Parks (Lisa Parks) 

6. Davis Meeker Garry Oak Tree Update (Lisa Parks) 

7. Mayor/City Administrator's Report 

8. Adjourn 

Meeting Information 
All Councilmembers will be attending remotely. The public are welcome to attend in person, by 
telephone or online via Zoom. 

Watch Online 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83514636488?pwd=aG1yS3FLU3RRb1hXVnNONmpYVmdqQT09  

Listen by Telephone 
Call (253) 215-8782, listen for the prompts and enter the Webinar ID 835 1463 6488 and Passcode 
467173. 

Public Comment 
The public may submit comments by sending an email to council@ci.tumwater.wa.us, no later than 
4:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Comments are submitted directly to the Councilmembers and will not 
be read individually into the record of the meeting. 

Post Meeting 
Video recording of this meeting will be available within 24 hours of the meeting.  
 
Accommodations 
The City of Tumwater takes pride in ensuring that people with disabilities are able to take part in, and 
benefit from, the range of public programs, services, and activities offered by the City. To request an 
accommodation or alternate format of communication, please contact the City Clerk by calling (360) 
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252-5488 or email CityClerk@ci.tumwater.wa.us. For vision or hearing impaired services, please 
contact the Washington State Relay Services at 7-1-1 or 1-(800)-833-6384. To contact the City’s ADA 
Coordinator directly, call (360) 754-4128 or email ADACoordinator@ci.tumwater.wa.us 
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TO: City Council 

FROM: Brian Hurley 

DATE: May 14, 2024 

SUBJECT: New Medic Unit Proposal Briefing 
 

 
1) Recommended Action: 

 
No action requested at this time. Any proposed agreement would be brought to Council. 

 

 
2) Background: 

 
Thurston County Medic One is recognized as the first county-wide tiered Emergency 
Medical Services response system in the nation. Since 1974, Medic One has partnered with 
the City of Tumwater to provide Advanced Life Support (ALS) services in Tumwater and 
Thurston County. The City of Olympia and Lacey Fire District 3 also provide ALS services 
under contract with Medic One. There are currently seven paramedic units providing ALS 
level patient care throughout the County. Due to increasing response times, Medic One is 
proposing to add an 8th medic unit. Data analysis has shown that the preferred location for 
the unit is Station T2 in Tumwater. The Medic One Operations Committee has 
recommended to the Emergency Medical Services Council that Medic One enter into 
negotiations with the City of Tumwater on an agreement to host the proposed new medic 
unit. The proposed unit would be placed in service by January 1, 2026. 

 

 
3) Policy Support: 

 
Strategic Priorities and Goals 2025-26 (Proposed) 
D. Provide and Sustain Quality Public Safety Services 

 Ensure timely, efficient, and effective public safety response in our community. 

 Explore and implement partnerships to improve efficiency of service delivery. 

 

 
4) Alternatives: 
 

 N/A 
 

 
5) Fiscal Notes: 

 
Under the current Advanced Life Support agreement with Medic One, the City is reimbursed 
for 80% of paramedic employee costs. The City will enter into negotiations with Medic One 
on a contract amendment for costs associated with any new paramedic firefighter staff. 

 

 
6) Attachments: 

 
A. None 
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TO: City Council 

FROM: Troy Niemeyer, Finance Director 

DATE: May 14, 2024 

SUBJECT: MuniFin 201 - Expenditures 
 

 
1) Recommended Action: 

 
No action, this is informational only.   
 

 

 
2) Background: 

 
As we prepare to embark on our biennial budget journey, the Finance Department will 
provide you with municipal finance educational sessions.  
 

April 23, 2024 Revenues 

May 14, 2024 Expenditures 

May 28, 2024 Debt 

June 11, 2024 Budget 

 
 

 
3) Policy Support: 

 
Be fiscally responsible and develop sustainable financial strategies. 
 

 

 
4) Alternatives: 
 

 n/a 
 

 
5) Fiscal Notes: 

 
n/a 

 

 
6) Attachments: 

 
A. none 
 
 

4

 Item 4.



TO: City Council 

FROM: Lisa Parks, City Administrator 

DATE: May 14, 2024 

SUBJECT: Ordinance No. O2023-014, Proposed Amendments to Tumwater Municipal Code 
Chapter 12.32 Public Parks  

 

 
1) Recommended Action: 

 
No action is requested. This item is for review and discussion only. 

 

 
2) Background: 

 

City staff recommended amendments to the Tumwater Municipal Code 12.32, which 
establishes rules and regulations for the City’s public parks, to extend these 
provisions to all City-owned properties and facilities (Attachment A). Currently, the 
rules governing different types of City properties and facilities vary, creating 
confusion for City employees as well as visitors to these locations. 

The proposed amendments that would be extended to all City properties 
address/restrict a variety of activities and uses including archery, advertising, dogs, 
fires, horseback riding, loitering or parking at night, restrictions on the use of 
property for private business, public events, smoking, use of alcohol, use of drones, 
violations, and wildlife endangerment.   

Additionally, the amendments change the enforcement provisions by decriminalizing 
violations and conforming to current legal standards for due process. Violations 
other than those required by statute to be criminal misdemeanors or gross 
misdemeanors would be reduced to civil infractions.  

The proposed amendments include a new section (12.32.065) to address situations 
where the City is required by law to suspend enforcement of the prohibition on night 
time loitering for indigent or houseless persons when there is no space available in 
reasonably accessible shelters.  Of the 26 different rules/restrictions established by 
the Ordinance, this “enforcement suspension” only applies to one section 
(12.32.020.F) related to “…loitering in the night…”.  This provision has created 
significant concern among community members worried about impacts to 
neighborhoods, to public health and safety and to parks operations.  

After receiving public comment in November, the City Council directed staff to 
conduct additional community outreach to both provide information and clarification 
around the proposed amendments, and to provide the community an opportunity to 
express their thoughts and concerns.  On February 12, 2024, staff held a 
Community Conversation at the Tumwater High School commons, which was 
attended by more than 100 people.  The feedback forms from that effort have been 
compiled and are attached to this report (Attachment B).  These comments are in 
addition to those already received via emails sent to the City Council, beginning in 
mid-November of 2023. 

At the work session, staff will review several potential alternatives the City Council 
may want to consider in determining the next steps for the proposed amendments.  
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Any action on these proposed amendments by the City Council would be considered 
at a future regular meeting of the Council.  

 

 

3) Policy Support: 
 
Build a Community Recognized for Quality, Compassion and Humanity 

 

 
4) Alternatives: 

 
The alternatives for future action on the proposed amendments that will be presented and 
discussed at the work session include: 
 

1. Don’t adopt the proposed amendments. 
2. Adopt the proposed amendments as currently written. 
3. Adopt modifications to the proposed amendments including two options related to 

Section 12.32.065: 

 Delete this section from the proposed amendments; or, 

 Modify this section to read as follows: 
 
“Enforcement of TMC 12.32.020(F) nighttime exclusion shall be suspended for persons 
who are indigent and homeless any time there is no space or beds available in reasonably 
accessible homeless shelters, to the extent such available space is required by law. 
 
At all times, regardless of the availability of shelter space or beds, it is unlawful to camp or 
store personal property, including camp facilities and camp paraphernalia, at any time in 
the following locations: 
 

A. Where such activity poses: 
i.  a substantial danger to any person, 
ii. an immediate threat or an unreasonable risk of harm to public health or 

safety, or 
iii. a disruption to vital government services. 

 
B. In or upon any conservation lands, environmentally sensitive or geologically hazardous 
areas, or any natural areas abutting rivers, streams, creeks and their tributaries. 

 
C. Within one thousand (1,000) feet of a park, a daycare center or childcare facility (as 
defined in RCW 35.63.170(3-4)), or a public or private school (as defined in RCW 
28A.150.010 and RCW 28A.195.010)).” 

 

 
5) Fiscal Notes: 

 
N/A  

 

 
6) Attachments: 

 
A. Ordinance No. O2023-014, Current Proposed Amendments to TMC 12.32 
B. February 12, 2024 Community Conversation Feedback Forms 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 1 of 8 

ORDINANCE NO. O2023-014 

 

AN ORDINANCE of the City Council of the City of Tumwater, 

Washington, amending Tumwater Municipal Code Section 12.32, 

Public Parks, to expand application and enforcement of rules and 

regulations to all City-owned properties as more particularly described 

herein.  

 

 WHEREAS, the City’s parks, playgrounds, and other city-owned properties 

are intended for the healthy and safe enjoyment of all people; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is important that City rules and regulations are applied and 

enforced equally at all City parks, playgrounds, and other City-owned properties 

throughout the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the provisions of this Ordinance are 

in the best interests of and protect the health, safety, and welfare of the people of 

the City of Tumwater and the users of the City’s parks, playgrounds, and other city-

owned properties;  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

TUMWATER, STATE OF WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1.  Chapter 12.32, Public Parks, of the Tumwater Municipal Code is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Chapter 12.32 

CITY PROPERTY AND PUBLIC PARKS 

Sections: 

12.32.010    Definitions. 

12.32.020    Rules and regulations. 

12.32.030    Alcoholic beverages in city public parks. 

12.32.040    Permits. 

12.32.050    Vendors. 

12.32.055    Violation – Exclusion. 

12.32.060    Violation – Penalty. 

12.32.065  Enforcement suspended. 

 

A 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 2 of 8 

12.32.010 Definitions. 

 

A.    “Private events” means and includes any activity, celebration, wedding, 

sporting event, or similar event occurrence which is not open to the public and is 

conducted, at least in part, on city property or in public parks. 

B.    “Public events” means and includes any festival, celebration, fair, rally, 

sporting event, or similar occurrence which is open to the public and is conducted, 

at least in part, on city property or in public parks. 

C.    “Public parks,” as used in this chapter, means and includes all the properties 

owned and controlled by the city and operated as parks and/or recreation facilities 

available for the use of the public. 

(Ord. O2013-018, Amended, 09/17/2013; Ord. 1222, Amended, 03/20/1990; Ord. 616, Added, 

04/18/1972) 

12.32.020 Rules and regulations. 

 

For the conduct of persons using or frequenting city property including public parks, 

the following rules and regulations to be observed and enforced within the public 

parks are established: 

A.    All city ordinances shall apply to and be in full force and effect on city property 

and within the public parks of the city. 

B.    No person shall cut, remove, or damage any flowers, turf, trees or shrubs 

without prior obtained permission from the parks and recreation director or 

designee. This provision applies to all aspects of the natural or landscaped 

environment and to any structures and prohibits activities such as metal detecting 

and geocaching where those activities require digging or disturbing the landscape. 

C.    No person shall build any fire within a public park except in a stove or fireplace 

provided therefor. 

D.    No person shall ride or drive any horse or animal or permit any horse or 

animal to go upon any portion of any city property or public park except on the 

roads, regularly provided parking areas, and horse trails where designated. 

E.    No motor vehicle shall be operated, stopped, parked or left standing any place 

in a public park except on roads and parking areas provided therefor. 

F.    Parking or loitering in public parks Loitering in the night time is prohibited 

and all persons shall be excluded from the parks and city property between 

sundown and sunrise, except as may be permitted for public or private events under 

the order of the parks and recreation director or designee. 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 3 of 8 

G.    No person shall mutilate, deface, injure, or damage any building, installation, 

personal property, or piece of equipment in any public park. 

H.    No person shall dump or dispose of any household garbage in any public park. 

I.    No person shall litter, scatter, or dispose of any bottles, broken glass, waste, 

discard paper, or any liquid material of any kind in or around any part of any public 

park except in receptacles which are provided therefor. 

J.    City property including parks are open for public use on a “first come, first 

served” basis and sports fields and designated shelters on a reservation basis, as 

coordinated by the parks and recreation director or designee. 

K.    Overnight parking is prohibited except as may be permitted by the parks and 

recreation director or designee Except as otherwise permitted in TMC Chapter 8.30, 

it is unlawful to use, exhibit, display or possess any fireworks in any city park or on 

any trail. 

L.    It is unlawful to operate any remote control and/or motorized model aircraft, 

rocket, watercraft or similar device in any park, or to launch or land any hang 

glider or hot air balloon, except as may be permitted for public or private events 

under the order of the parks and recreation director or designee. 

M.    No person shall practice or play golf, archery or other games of like character 

or hurl or propel any airborne or other missile except at places set apart for such 

purposes within a park. 

N.    No person shall tease, feed, annoy, disturb, molest, catch, injure, threaten, kill, 

throw any stone or projectile at, strike with any stick or weapon, or fetter any 

animal, bird, fowl or fish in any park. Washington State Fish and Wildlife 

regulations apply to all sport fishing activities within city parks and on city 

property. 

O.    No person shall attach or post any sign, poster or notice or any other device of 

any kind for advertising in any park or along any trail, except as may be permitted 

for public or private events under the order of the parks and recreation director or 

designee. 

P.    No person shall erect any tents, bounce houses or any other temporary 

structures that require ground anchoring without first receiving authorization from 

the parks and recreation director or designee. 

Q.    No person shall park any vehicle or trailer in any park for the purposes of 

displaying of commercial or noncommercial signs or displaying such vehicles for 

sale. No person shall park any vehicle in any park for the principle purpose of 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 4 of 8 

washing, greasing, or repairing such vehicle except when repairs are necessitated 

by an emergency. 

R.    Shelter Decorations. Rentals/party decorations must be removed at the 

conclusion of each event and disposed of in the appropriate trash receptacles. 

S.    No person shall use, operate, play or permit to be used, operated or played in 

any park or on any trail any radio, tape/CD/MP3 player, television, musical 

instrument or any other device producing or reproducing sound at a volume that is 

audible at a distance of over thirty feet therefrom, except as may be permitted for 

public or private events under the order of the parks and recreation director or 

designee. 

T.    Dogs must be leashed within city parks and pet owners are responsible for 

clean-up and proper disposal of pet waste. 

U.    The use of the city’s golf course is for golf and golf related activities and no 

person shall use the facility for walking, jogging, or bicycle riding or permit dogs or 

other pets on the golf course except as may be permitted for public or private events 

under the order of the parks and recreation director or designee.  

V.    Persons operating a bicycle or other motorized or nonmotorized mobility device 

upon any trail shall operate the same in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate 

of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper under the conditions existing at 

the point of operation, taking into account the amount and character of pedestrian 

and other traffic, grade and width of the trail and the trail surface conditions, and 

shall obey all traffic control devices. Every person operating a bicycle or other 

motorized or nonmotorized mobility device upon a trail shall yield the right-of-way 

to any pedestrian thereon.  

W.    City parks may be closed to the public under the order of the parks and 

recreation director for safety, maintenance or other park conditions. 

X.    No person shall smoke or light cigarettes, cigars, tobacco or other smoking 

material, including electronic nicotine delivery devices including, but not limited to, 

electronic cigarettes, vapor cigarettes or similar products, within city parks or on 

city trails. The city’s golf course is excluded from this regulation. 

(Ord. O2020-022-S1, Amended, 02/16/2021; Ord. O2013-018, Amended, 09/17/2013; Ord. O2011-002, 

Amended, 03/01/2011; Ord. O99-014, Amended, 07/06/1999; Ord. O96-038, Amended, 09/17/1996; 

Ord. O94-036, Amended, 11/01/1994; Ord. 1222, Amended, 03/20/1990; Ord. 616, Added, 04/18/1972) 

12.32.030 Alcoholic beverages in city public parks. 

 

The sale, possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages, including unopened 

beverage containers, is prohibited on city property and in city public parks except as 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 5 of 8 

may be permitted by the parks and recreation director or designee at the city’s golf 

course or for public or private events. 

(Ord. O2007-009, Amended, 07/03/2007; Ord. 1301, Amended, 08/20/1991; Ord. 1222, Amended, 

03/20/1990; Ord. 1055, Added, 02/04/1986) 

12.32.040 Permits. 

 

A.    No person shall engage in sale of any merchandise or services or operate any 

concession within at any city property, including any public park without a permit 

previously obtained from the park and recreation department. Such permit shall 

include the posting of cash, cashier’s check, or bond, in the amount as established 

by resolution of the city council to guarantee the cleanup of the area. 

B.    No person shall use city property, including any city park, for a public event 

without first obtaining the necessary permit from the Tumwater police department. 

The fee for such use shall be established by resolution of the city council. 

C.    No person shall use city property, including any city park, for a private event 

without first obtaining the necessary reservation and permit from the Tumwater 

parks and recreation department. The fee for the reservation shall be as established 

by resolution of the city council. 

(Ord. O2000-002, Amended, 01/18/2000; Ord. O96-017, Amended, 07/16/1996; Ord. 1301, Amended, 

08/20/1991; Ord. 1222, Added, 03/20/1990) 

12.32.050 Vendors. 

 

In addition to obtaining a permit from the park and recreation department, Any any 

person, firm, or corporation wishing to sell or distribute any product in Tumwater 

public parks must contact the finance department (business licenses) to ensure 

compliance with TMC Chapter 5.04, Business Licenses. 

(Ord. 1222, Added, 03/20/1990) 

12.32.055 Violation – Exclusion. 

 

A.    Individuals or user groups may be banned from using specific city property, 

parks/, or facilities for behavior or cause. The parks and recreation director or other 

code enforcement official or officerdesignee may, by delivering an exclusion notice in 

person or by certified mail, exclude from a city park, anyone who within a city park 

or property: 

1.    Violates any provision of this chapter; or 

2.    Violates any provision of the Tumwater Municipal Code or Revised Code of 

Washington. 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 6 of 8 

B.    The offender need not be charged, tried or convicted of any crime or infraction 

in order for an exclusion notice to be issued or be effective. The exclusion may be 

based upon observation by the parks and recreation director or his/her designee, 

any enforcement officer, or upon civilian reports that would ordinarily be relied 

upon by police officers in the determination of probable cause.  

C.    The exclusion notice shall be in writing and shall contain the date of issuance. 

The exclusion notice shall specify the length and places of exclusion. It shall be 

signed by the issuing individual.  

1.    If the offender has not been excluded from any city park or property by an 

exclusion notice issued within one year prior to the violation, then the parks and 

recreation director or his/her designeeenforcement officer may exclude the 

offender from the city park or property in which the current violation occurred 

for a period not to exceed seven days from the date of the exclusion notice. 

2.    If the offender has been the subject of prior exclusion notices issued within 

one year of the current violation, then the parks and recreation director or 

his/her designeeenforcement officer, may exclude the offender from any or all 

city parks or properties for a period of ninety days from the date of exclusion 

notice. 

D.    The offender receiving the exclusion notice may seek a hearing to have the 

exclusion notice rescinded, the period of exclusion shortened, or the areas of 

exclusion reduced. The hearing shall be conducted by the hearing examiner 

pursuant to TMC Chapter 2.58. 

1.  A person receiving an exclusion notice longer than one day may file a 

written appeal before the hearing examiner to have the expulsion order 

rescinded or the duration of the exclusion shortened. The written appeal must 

be under oath and set forth all facts relied upon by the person for his or her 

contention that the order should be rescinded or shortened. The written appeal 

shall be accompanied by a copy of the order which is being appealed. The 

written appeal must be delivered to the city clerk or postmarked no later than 

seven calendar days after the issuance of the expulsion order. The hearing 

should occur within 10 business days after the written appeal is received by 

the city. The city clerk shall take reasonable steps to notify the offender of the 

date, time, and place of the hearing. 

2.  At the hearing, the violation must be proved by a preponderance of the 

evidence in order to uphold the expulsion order. The expulsion order 

establishes a prima facie case that the offender committed the violation as 

described. The hearing examiner shall consider a sworn report or a declaration 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 7 of 8 

under penalty of perjury written by the individual who issued the exclusion 

notice, without further evidentiary foundation. 

3.  If the violation is proved, the expulsion order shall be upheld; but upon 

good cause shown, the hearing examiner may shorten the duration of the 

exclusion. If the violation is not proved by a preponderance of the evidence, the 

hearing examiner shall rescind the order. If the hearing examiner rescinds an 

expulsion order, the order shall not be considered a prior exclusion for 

purposes of this section. 

4.  The expulsion order shall be stayed during the pendency of any appeal 

proceeding. 

5.  No determination of facts made by a person conducting a hearing under 

this section shall have any collateral estoppel effect on a subsequent criminal 

prosecution or civil proceeding and shall not preclude litigation of those same 

facts in a subsequent criminal prosecution or civil proceeding. 

(Ord. O2013-018, Added, 09/17/2013) 

12.32.060 Violation – Penalty. 

 

A.    Except for violations designated as misdemeanors/gross misdemeanors by 

statute, Aany person who violates any of the established rules and regulations set 

out in this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanoran infraction, subject to 

enforcement under TMC Chapter 1.10.  

B.    Notwithstanding subsection A of this section, criminal enforcement proceedings 

do not preclude or limit any other forms of enforcement available to the city 

including, but not limited to, enforcement under any provision of TMC Chapter 

1.10. 

(Ord. O2020-022-S1, Amended, 02/16/2021; Ord. O2011-007, Amended, 07/19/2011; Ord. 1222, 

Amended, 03/20/1990; Ord. 616, Added, 04/18/1972) 

12.32.065 Enforcement suspended. 

Enforcement of TMC 12.32.020(F) nighttime exclusion shall be suspended for 

persons who are indigent and homeless any time there is no space or beds available 

in reasonably accessible homeless shelters, to the extent such available space is 

required by law. 

 Section 2.  Corrections.  The City Clerk and codifiers of this ordinance are 

authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance including, but not 
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Ordinance No. O2023-014 - Page 8 of 8 

limited to, the correction of scrivener/clerical errors, references, ordinance 

numbering, section/subsection numbers and any references thereto.  

 

 Section 3.  Ratification.  Any act consistent with the authority and prior to 

the effective date of this ordinance is hereby ratified and affirmed. 

 

 Section 4.  Severability.  The provisions of this ordinance are declared 

separate and severable.  The invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, 

subdivision, section, or portion of this ordinance or the invalidity of the application 

thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the validity of the remainder 

of the ordinance, or the validity of its application to other persons or circumstances. 

 

 Section 5.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) 

days after passage, approval and publication as provided by law.   

 

 

ADOPTED this   day of    , 2023. 

 

 

 CITY OF TUMWATER 

 

 

   

 Debbie Sullivan, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

Melody Valiant, City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

  

Karen Kirkpatrick, City Attorney 

 

 

 

Published:  

 

Effective Date:  
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Community Conversation: Parks Rules & Regulations Feedback Form

Please email your completed form to  communications@ci.tumwater.wa.us.

All feedback will be collated and distributed to members of the Tumwater City Council 

Please email your Attendee Feedback to the Communications Team. 

All feedback will be collated and distributed to members of the Tumwater City Council. 

PLEASE INDICATE THE TOPICS OF GREATEST INTEREST TO YOU: 
 Housing Solutions 

 Parks & Facilities Operations 

 Public Health & Safety 

 City Council Meetings & Ordinance Adoption Process 

COMMENTS: 

HOUSING SOLUTIONS PARKS & FACILITIES 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY COUNCIL MEETING & ORDINANCE ADOPTION 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ___________________ EMAIL: ____________________________ 

■

Homeless should NOT be allowed to loiter or 
sleep overnight in public parks. I have 
sympathy, empathy for them but the fact is 
many are not in their right mind, mental health 
issues or drugs. Crime is a common 
occurrence when they are allowed to 
congregate. The PUBLIC needs to be 
protected and given priority when it comes to 
public parks. As a woman, I am really, really 
tired of having to carry mace & constantly be 
"aware" of my surroundings. Please dso not 
allow loitering or camping overnight in public, 
cioty, county, state parks...

Mara Littrell

16

 Item 5.



Community Conversation: Parks Rules & Regulations Feedback Form

Please email your completed form to  communications@ci.tumwater.wa.us.

All feedback will be collated and distributed to members of the Tumwater City Council 

Please email your Attendee Feedback to the Communications Team. 

All feedback will be collated and distributed to members of the Tumwater City Council. 

PLEASE INDICATE THE TOPICS OF GREATEST INTEREST TO YOU: 
 Housing Solutions 

 Parks & Facilities Operations 

 Public Health & Safety 

 City Council Meetings & Ordinance Adoption Process 

COMMENTS: 

HOUSING SOLUTIONS PARKS & FACILITIES 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY COUNCIL MEETING & ORDINANCE ADOPTION 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ___________________ EMAIL: _________________________________ 

The best solution to homelessness is safe, 
stable, and affordable housing. Opening 
parks for overnight parking or basically 
camping, with no limit doesn't provide a 
stable or safe solution. It only shifts liability 
and kicks a problem down the road. Providing 
outreach and affordable housing would be a 
better solution for all involved. 

Opening parks for overnight parking will add a 
tremendous burden on the parks and their workers. 
With people using parks as their homes, bathrooms 
and facilities will need more cleaning and 
maintenance. When bathrooms are locked at night 
homeless persons will need to go in places not the 
bathroom or find other options. The amount of 
enforcement and compliants will put added demand on 
park resources. Parks and maintenance employees 
are not trained social workers. Money spent on these 
items could serve the entire community better by 
providing resources and stable shelter to those in need.

With homeless people living in our parks overnight, it 
will present new safety corcerns and liabilities. As a 
women, I will feel unsafe running by myself in and 
around the parks in early morning and evening hours. 
Having lived in an area with homeless encampments, I 
know there can be drugs and other unsafe items that 
can be left in areas where children will find like 
playgrounds and trails. I will be worried about bringing 
my kids to play in a park that they can no longer use 
safely. 

Parks are for everyone. I feel closing them at 
night to everyone gaves everyone the same 
rules. We can all exist and not change the 
dynamic to where it now feels like housed 
citizens feel less welcome to use the parks. 
Homeless persons are welcome to use parks 
in the same way as housed persons. 

Joselyn Colombo
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Community Conversation: Parks Rules & Regulations Feedback Form

Please email your completed form to  communications@ci.tumwater.wa.us.

All feedback will be collated and distributed to members of the Tumwater City Council 

Please email your Attendee Feedback to the Communications Team. 

All feedback will be collated and distributed to members of the Tumwater City Council. 

PLEASE INDICATE THE TOPICS OF GREATEST INTEREST TO YOU: 
 Housing Solutions 

 Parks & Facilities Operations 

 Public Health & Safety 

 City Council Meetings & Ordinance Adoption Process 

COMMENTS: 

HOUSING SOLUTIONS PARKS & FACILITIES 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY COUNCIL MEETING & ORDINANCE ADOPTION 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _____ EMAIL: ______________________________ 

I live in a small apartment complex for low-income elderly and/or 
disabled adults, owned by Catholic Housing Services. The city owns 
a narrow, one-block strip of land with a sidewalk that runs next to 
one side of our property. Residents, including me, are very 
concerned about allowing homeless individuals to sleep on this land. 
We already deal with car prowls, theft of items from our small 
porches, and overdosed addicts at our front doors. We are an 
extremely vulnerable population, and that small strip of land is where 
residents take their service dogs out for walks. If indigent individuals 
are to sleep there, the City must provide a toilet, running water, and 
trash disposal for their use. Without these, people will use the grass 
and bushes to relieve themselves, exposing us and our service dogs 
to hepatitis and other preventable diseases. Law enorcement are 
also already spread very thin, and the issues affecting us are often 
considered low priority "nuisance" calls. Without policing and public 
health supports, these probems will only get worse.

The process that resulted in the proposed 
ordinance changes is far from transparent. 
This is obvious to the 50-plus people 
attending the community conversation--and I 
had to be very persistent myself to be 
directed to the proposed ordinance changes. 
It was my clear impression that the City 
Council and city planner really did not want 
this much public interest or involvement. You 
can do a lot better than that.

Alexandra Pierce
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More information on the proposed amendments to Parks Rules & Regulations is available on the 
City website. 

  

Please let us know if you are no longer interested in receiving information or notices about this 
topic. 

  

Ann Cook | Communications Manager 

City of Tumwater Executive Department 

555 Israel Road SW | Tumwater, WA 98501  

 

www.ci.Tumwater.wa.us 
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TO: City Council 

FROM: Lisa Parks, City Administrator 

DATE: May 14, 2024 

SUBJECT: Davis Meeker Garry Oak Tree Update 
 

 
1) Recommended Action: 

 
No action is necessary, this will be an update on the issues associated with the Davis 
Meeker Garry Oak tree.   

 

 
2) Background: 

 
The David Meeker Garry oak tree has been a fixture in the community for at least 400 years 
and is a treasured landmark with many stories to tell.  In the spring of 2023, an 18-inch 
diameter branch fell from about 50 above the ground, landing partially in the south bound 
lane of Old Highway 99.  This is a busy arterial street that carries an average of 
approximately 20,000 cars every day.  
 
Fortunately, no one was harmed by the branch when it fell.  However, because of the amount 
of decay in the failed branch, as well as the numerous structures, vehicles and people that 
move near and under the tree, the decision was made to have a detailed risk assessment 
completed. 
 
The City’s contract tree professional, Kevin McFarland, performed the assessment, which 
included additional evaluations by a climbing arborist who assessed the upper canopy and 
by a sonic tomography specialist.  All three professionals are ISA Certified Arborists Tree 
Risk Assessment Qualified.  The resulting report was further reviewed by another ISA 
Certified Master Arborist Tree Risk Assessment Qualified Municipal Specialist from the City 
of Olympia, providing a third-party review of both the methodology used and the 
recommendations contained in the report.  
 
Because the Davis Meeker Garry oak tree is listed on the City of Tumwater Historic Register, 
the City’s Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) was asked to consider delisting the tree 
from the register.  The HPC considered the request to delist the tree at their public meetings 
held on March 21, 2024 and April 18, 2024.  At these meetings, the HPC accepted public 
comment, a presentation from City staff was provided at the March meeting, and Mr. 
McFarland was present at both meetings to provide answers and clarifications regarding his 
report.  After considering all of the information presented to them, at the April 18, 2024 
meeting, the HPC voted to recommend the Davis Meeker Garry oak tree remain on the 
City’s Historic Register. 
 
A discussion of the next steps related to the Davis Meeker Garry oak tree will be presented 
at the City Council Work Session.  

 

 
3) Alternatives: 
  
 No action is proposed for this item, it is informational only. 
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