TUALATIN IDEA COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY MARCH 16,2026 - 6:00 PM

TUALATIN LIBRARY, 18878 SW MARTINAZZI AVE.

CITYof
TUALATIN . .
Virtual meeting access

https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/86983405744
Passcode: 073817

A. Call to Order
B. Approval of Minutes

C. Communications
1. Co-Chairs
2. Council Liaison
3. Staff
4. Public

D. New Business

1. Tualatin Police Department

N

Cultivating Community
3. Autism Awareness Month Proclamation
4. ChachaluField Trip

E. Future Agenda Items
1. Community Groups

2. Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month Proclamation
F. Communications from Committee Members

G. Adjournment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this meeting location is accessible to persons
with disabilities. To request accommodations, please contact Jerianne Thompson, Library Director,
at jthompson@tualatin.gov or 503-691-3063 at least 36 hours prior to the meeting.

For those wishing to provide comment during the meeting, there is one opportunity on the agenda:
Public Communications. Written statements may be sent in advance to Library Director Jerianne
Thompson no later than 5pm on March 16, 2026.


mailto:jthompson@tualatin.gov

@

IDEA ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
I D January 13,2026

Inclusion Diversity

Present: Sunni Case Armstrong, Kelsea Ashenbrenner, Emily Baker, Laura
Engberson, Kolini Fusitu'a, Nina Ichikawa, Chris Paul, Samantha Peterson,
Maia Schroeder, Erinn Stimson, Councilor Christen Sacco
Absent: Evelin Hooper, Gerry Preston
Public:
Staff: Betsy Rodriguez Ruef, Community Engagement Coordinator
Jerianne Thompson, Library Director / Equity & Inclusion Officer
A. ALLT RDER
Chris Paul called the meeting to order at 6:18 PM.
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chris Paul called for any corrections to the December minutes. Erinn Stimson
moved to accept the December 2025 meeting minutes; Emily Baker
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
C. MMUNICATION

1. Co-Chairs: Chris Paul reported that the committee’s Annual Report
presentation was well received by City Council.

2. Council Liaison: Councilor Christen Sacco shared concerns raised about
affordable and accessible senior housing at last month’s Housing Forum. She
said the City will be conducting a Housing Needs and Capacity Analysis this
year. TriMet is considering service cuts that will impact public transportation
in Tualatin. Sacco shared information about the upcoming open house TriMet
will host in Tualatin and encouraged committee members to participate in
TriMet’s survey. She also said that information from last month’s Night of
Impact training was shared with City Council.

3. Staff: Jerianne Thompson shared information about food insecurity,
including a recent report from the United States Department of Agriculture
that said 1 in 8 Oregonians have been experiencing food insecurity,and 1in 6
children in Oregon. The Tualatin Food Pantry has reported serving a record
number of clients during recent weeks. Thompson announced the nominees
for committee co-chair: Chris Paul, Kelsea Ashenbrenner, Laura Engberson,
Nina Ichikawa, and Sunni Armstrong. Nominees each made a statement about



what they would bring to the position of co-chair. Ballots were distributed to
committee members, with results to be reported at the end of the meeting.

Betsy Rodriguez Ruef shared that she and Thompson recently met with
Kathleen Sullivan of Tualatin Food Pantry on partnership opportunities. She
also recently met with representatives from the African Youth & Community
Organization, and she provided information about trainings she and
Thompson attended by the organization Right2Be.

4. Public: None.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Annual Report: Chris Paul and Erinn Stimson gave the Annual Report
presentation to City Council on January 12. Committee members discussed
the presentation and comments from Councilors.

2. Community Groups: This topic was tabled.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Chachalu Field Trip: This topic was tabled.

2. Proclamations: Jerianne Thompson provided information about the City’s
Proclamation Policy and shared the list of cultural and topical proclamations
pre-approved by City Council for 2026. She also shared a list of other cultural
and topical celebration dates, drafted by Chris Paul, that could be considered
for proclamations. Committee members discussed proclamation topics of
interest; Nina Ichikawa suggested connecting with affinity groups at Tualatin
High School, when relevant.

3. Proclamation for Transgender Day of Visibility: Chris Paul and Emily
Baker shared a draft proclamation. Baker said that although transgender and
nonbinary individuals are not separate groups, it is important to name both
groups in discussing the discrimination they face. Paul said the intent of
Transgender Day of Visibility is to stand up, to recognize and value
transgender people. Committee members discussed suggested changes to the
text, with consensus to keep strong language, and they discussed creating a
presentation to accompany the proclamation that details the legal
protections transgender and nonbinary people in our community have, with
data about the threats they currently face. To reduce the text to one page,
Paul moved to amend the proclamation, combining statements about
transgender and nonbinary people having access to gender-affirming
healthcare, participation as authentic selves in public school, and
participation in community activities including sports being valued and
protected in Tualatin into one statement. Baker seconded, and the motion
passed unanimously. Maia Schroeder moved to recommend the Transgender
Day of Visibility Proclamation to City Council; Baker seconded. The motion
passed unanimously.
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4. Co-chair Election: Chris Paul and Sunni Armstrong were elected as co-
chairs, with 7 votes each.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
1. Community Groups
2. Chachalu Field Trip

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Laura Engberson requested time on the February agenda for the committee
to brainstorm ways to help community members impacted by recent federal
actions, to protect and maintain Tualatin’s diversity.

AD RNMENT
Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Minutes prepared by Jerianne Thompson & Betsy Ruef, staff
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CITYof
TUALATIN

Proclamation

DECLARING APRIL 2026, AS AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH IN THE CITY OF TUALATIN

WHEREAS, autism spectrum disorder [ASD] is a complex and lifelong developmental condition that
affects individuals across all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, according to Autism Society Oregon, the prevalence of ASD among children age 8-
years-old are, is 1-in-54. and among adults is about 2.21% of the population; and

WHEREAS, individuals with autism bring unique strengths, perspectives, and talents that enrich
our community and contribute meaningfully to the cultural, social, and economic vitality of the City
of Tualatin; and

WHEREAS, increased public awareness and understanding of autism promotes acceptance,
inclusion, and respect for individuals on the autism spectrum and their families; and

WHEREAS, Autism Awareness Month provides an opportunity to recognize the importance of
early diagnosis, access to services, community supports, and inclusive practices that allow
individuals with autism to reach their full potential; and

WHEREAS, the City of Tualatin is committed to fostering a welcoming, inclusive, and supportive
community where all residents are valued and have the opportunity to participate fully in civic life;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TUALATIN,
Oregon that Tualatin recognizes April 2026 as Autism Acceptance Month. The City of Tualatin, and
encourages all residents, businesses, schools, and community organizations to support efforts that
promote understanding, acceptance, and inclusion of individuals with autism and their families.

INTRODUCED AND ADOPTED this 13th day of April, 2026.

CITY OF TUALATIN, OREGON

BY
Mayor
ATTEST:
BY
City Recorder
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