
NOTICE OF TOURISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS 

 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 

6:00 PM 

Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the City of Tomball Tourism Advisory Committee, to 

be held on Tuesday, October 26, 2021 at 6:00 PM, City Hall, 401 Market Street, Tomball, 

Texas 77375, for the purpose of considering the following agenda items.  All agenda items 

are subject to action.  The Tourism Advisory Committee reserves the right to meet in a closed 

session for consultation with attorney on any agenda item should the need arise and if 

applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government 

Code. 

 

 

A. Call to Order 

B. Public Comments and Receipt of Petitions; [At this time, anyone will be allowed to speak 

on any matter other than personnel matters or matters under litigation, for length of 

time not to exceed three minutes. No Council/Board discussion or action may take place 

on a matter until such matter has been placed on an agenda and posted in accordance 

with law  - GC, 551.042.] 

C. Approval of Minutes 

1. Approve the Minutes of the April 27, 2021 Meeting 

D. New Business 

2. Consideration of Application from Houston Repertoire Ballet for the Use of Hotel 

Occupancy Tax 

3. Consideration of Application from the Tomball Sister Cities Organization for 

Grant from Hotel Occupancy Funds. 

4. Appoint/Reappoint members to Positions 2, 5, and 8 of the Tourism Advisory 

Committee Board, expiring December 5, 2021 
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E. Adjournment 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that the above notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin board of City Hall, 

City of Tomball, Texas, a place readily accessible to the general public at all times, on the 22 day 

of October 2021 by 5:00 PM, and remained posted for at least 72 continuous hours preceding the 

scheduled time of said meeting. 

Tracylynn Garcia 

Assistant City Secretary 

 

 

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Requests for accommodations or 

interpretive services must be made 48 hours prior to this meeting. Please contact the City Secretary’s office at (281) 

290-1002 or FAX (281) 351-6256 for further information. 

AGENDAS MAY BE VIEWED ONLINE AT www.ci.tomball.tx.us. 
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City Council Meeting 

Agenda Item 

Data Sheet 
Meeting Date: 10/26/2021 

Topic: 

Approve the Minutes of the April 27, 2021 Meeting 

Background: 

 

Origination: City Secretary Office 

Recommendation: 

 

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda: Tracylynn Garcia, Asst City Secretary 

FUNDING (IF APPLICABLE) 

Are funds specifically designated in the current budget for the full amount required for this purpose? 

Yes:  No:  If yes, specify Account Number:   # 

If no, funds will be transferred from account  # To account # 

 

Signed Tracylynn Garcia  Approved by    

 Staff Member Date  City Manager Date 
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1.0 The meeting was called to order by Chair Holly Cook.  Other Committee members present 

were: 

 Rodney Hutson 

  Melanie Sutton  

   Raymond Francois 

  Chris McCall 

  Ted Meilke 

     

 Absent: 

  Steve Hughes 

 

 Late: 

  Paige Cassel 

  Jeffie Cappadonna 

     

 Others present: 

   

  Interim City Manager - David Esquivel 

  Assistant City Secretary - Tracylynn Garcia 

  Finance Director- Glenn Windsor 

  Director of Marketing- Mike Baxter 

  Administrative Assistant-Sasha Luna 

   

2.0 No Public Comments received.   

   

3.0 Motion was made by Rodney Hutson, seconded by Ted Mielke to approve the minutes of the 

October 27, 2020 Regular Tourism Advisory Committee Meeting. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

  

4.0 New Business:  

 

4.1 Motion to TABLE consideration regarding Application from Main Street Crossing for 

the Use of Hotel Occupancy Tax  was made by Ted Meilke, seconded by Paige 

Cassel. 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR 

TOURISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

CITY OF TOMBALL, TEXAS 

 
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 
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Minutes 

Regular Tourism Advisory Committee 

April 27, 2021 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

5.0  Motion was made by Jeffie Cappadonna seconded by Jeffie Cappadonna, to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried unanimously.   

 

     

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this             day of                                  , 2021. 

 

 

                                                  

Tracylynn Garcia             Holly Cook 

Asst. City Secretary      Chair 
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TAC Board Meeting 

Agenda Item 

Data Sheet 
Meeting Date: 10/26/2021 

Topic: 

Consideration of Application from Houston Repertoire Ballet for the Use of Hotel Occupancy Tax 

Background: 

 

Origination: Finance 

Recommendation: 

 

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda: Glenn Windsor, Finance Director 

FUNDING (IF APPLICABLE) 

Are funds specifically designated in the current budget for the full amount required for this purpose? 

Yes:    X No:        If yes, specify Account Number:   240-240-6359 

If no, funds will be transferred from account   To account  

 

Signed Glenn Windsor, CPA  Approved by   

 Finance Director 10/26/2021  City Manager Date 
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CITY OF TOMBALL 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES, RULES AND PROCEDURES 

 
NUMBER: 

22

 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  
      October 5, 2009 

 
 
PAGE  1  OF  2 

 
REVISED: 

October 5, 2009

 
APPROVED BY CITY MANAGER: 
      October 5, 2009 

 
SUBJECT 
 
 
HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX 
GRANT PROCESS 
 
 

 
SUPERSEDES: 

January 19, 2009

 
APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL: 
      October 5, 2009 

 
 

Guidelines for Expenditures, Requests for Funding, and Reporting 
 

Hotel Occupancy Tax 
Chapter 351.002 of the Local Government Code authorizes a municipality, by ordinance, to impose a tax on 
a person who pays for the right to use or temporarily take possession of a room located in a hotel/motel that 
is ordinarily used for sleeping.  The tax is imposed on the cost of the room itself and is not imposed on the 
cost of any food served or on any other services provided by the hotel/motel. 
 
The revenue derived from the municipal occupancy tax may only be used to promote tourism and the 
convention and hotel industry in the community.  For a city the size of Tomball and located in a county 
the size of Harris County, that use is limited to the following: 
 

1. the acquisition of sites for and the construction, improvement, enlarging, equipping, repairing, 
operation, and maintenance of convention center facilities or visitor information centers or both; 

2. the furnishing of facilities, personnel, and materials for the registration of convention delegates or 
registrants; 

3. advertising and conducting solicitations and promotional programs to attract tourists and convention 
delegates or registrants to the municipality or its vicinity; 

4. the encouragement, promotion, improvement, and application of the arts, including instrumental and 
vocal music, dance, drama, folk art, creative writing, architecture, design and allied fields, painting, 
sculpture, photography, graphic and craft arts, motion pictures, radio, television, tape and sound 
recording, and other arts related to the presentation, performance, execution, and exhibition of these 
major art forms; 

5. historical restoration and preservation projects or activities or advertising and conducting 
solicitations and promotional programs to encourage tourists and convention delegates to visit 
preserved historic sites or museums: 

a. at or in the immediate vicinity of convention center facilities or visitor information centers; or 
b. located elsewhere in the municipality or its vicinity that would be frequented by tourists and 

convention delegates; 
6. day-to-day operations, supplies, salaries, office rental, travel expenses, and other administrative costs 

only if those administrative costs are incurred directly in the promotion and servicing of those 
authorized expenditures listed in 1-5 above. 

 
Tourists are defined in Chapter 351 as an individual who travels from the individual’s residence to a 
different municipality, county, state, or country for pleasure, recreation, education, or culture.  Tourism is 
defined as the guidance or management of tourists. 
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CITY OF TOMBALL 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES, RULES AND PROCEDURES 

NUMBER: 
22

EFFECTIVE DATE:  
      October 5, 2009 PAGE  2  OF  2 

REVISED: 
October 5, 2009

APPROVED BY CITY MANAGER: 
      October 5, 2009 

SUBJECT 

HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX 
GRANT PROCESS 

SUPERSEDES: 
January 19, 2009

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL: 
      October 5, 2009 

Requests for Hotel Occupancy Tax Funding 
Any organization requesting the use of City of Tomball Municipal Hotel Occupancy Tax funds for an event 
that qualifies as an authorized use of funds as listed above must complete the “Application for Use of Hotel 
Occupancy Tax” a minimum of  45 days prior to the date of the event.  All requests for funding must be 
approved by the City of Tomball City Council.  Only one project may be requested per application. 
Applications for annual events must be submitted each year.  Funding approved in one year does not 
guarantee funding in subsequent years. 

Approved funding will be paid to the requesting organization on a reimbursement basis and will not be paid 
in advance.  The reimbursement paid to the organization will be based on the lesser of the actual costs or the 
amount originally approved. 

Reporting 
Subsequent to the event/purpose for which occupancy tax funding was approved, the organization receiving 
the funds shall submit a full accounting of the event/purpose and specifically highlight the costs to be 
reimbursed by the hotel occupancy tax.  In addition to the financial accounting of the event/purpose, the 
report shall also include a narrative describing how the event/purpose directly enhanced or promoted tourism 
and the convention and hotel industry in Tomball as well as the projected number of tourists or convention 
delegates coming to Tomball as a result of the event/purpose and the basis for the projection.  If the 
event/purpose is one that is ongoing throughout the year, the financial and narrative report shall be updated 
and submitted on a quarterly basis.  Reports shall be submitted to: 

Director of Finance 

City of Tomball 

501 James Street 

Tomball, TX 77375 

281.290.1417 
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CITY OF TOMBALL 

APPLICATION FOR USE OF HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX 

(Must be submitted no less than 45 days prior to the event) 

Applications may be mailed or hand delivered to: 

Organization Director:

Project or Event for which funding is requested:   

Date of Event:  

Description of project or event for which funding is requested:   

___________ 

______ 

Location of project or event: 

GRANT AMOUNTS: 

Amount Requested for Current Fiscal Year:    $ 
Amount Received for Previous Fiscal Year:    $  _ 
% increase requested over last year’s grant:  % 

Director of Finance 
City of Tomball 
501 James Street 
Tomball, TX 77375 

Applicant Organization:  Houston Repertoire Ballet

  Victoria Vittum, Artistic Director and Founder

The Nutcracker performance series

December 1-5, 2021 (8 performances, 2 dress rehearsals)

HRB's "The Nutcracker" is a classic holiday ballet enjoyed by all ages at affordable prices ($15 - $23) bringing approximately 

3,500 patrons and artists annually to Tomball's easily accessible venue.  The performance series features professional guest 

artists, elaborate costumes and sets along with exquisite dancing in a professionally staged performance drawing an 

audience from Houston and neighboring communities, and includes 3 free school performances for all TISD's 3rd graders.  

Tomball High School Theatre, Leonard Chambers Fine Arts Wing 

330 Quinn Road Tomball, TX 77375    

2021
2019 16,500

**No amount was requested or granted in Fiscal Year 2020.

 19,800 
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Organization Budget Summary for Previous Fiscal Year  

City Funds  Other Funds Total 

Personnel

Contracted Services 

Travel

Rental Expense 

Depreciation/Mortgage N/A

Advertising  

Insurance

Other Expenses 

Volunteer Time N/A 

Donated Goods/Services N/A 

Total

Grants to an organization will not exceed  35% of the organization’s adopted budget for the fiscal year shown 
above. 

FUNDS FROM SOURCES OTHER THAN THE CITY OF TOMBALL 
Government Amount of Funds 
 Local ______________ 
 County ______________ 
 State ______________
 Federal ______________ 

Other Investors/Contributors 
 Individual ______________
 Corporate 
 Foundations 

___________ 
_____________ 

Fees 
 Admissions 
 Applications 
 Vendors 
 Tuition 

______________ 
______________ 
______________ 
______________ 

Concessions ______________

Memberships ______________ 

Subscriptions ______________ 

Other ______________ 
Total  $_____________ 

2019

$14,280 artistic staff 

 $780 security $29,600 orchestra
$10,500 guest artists

$2,040 guest artists

$13,617 Tomball ISD $5,910 studio
$687 trucks

$6,880 programs, fliers, pr, adv., etc.

$4,523 insurance

$1,566 costumes/props/set, $501 food 
$8,096 boutique, $9,122 ticket sales fees

$2,104 stage manager/crew/lighting

$250 flowers

$16,384

$40,880

$2,040

$20,214

$6,880

$4,523

$19,535

$16,751 $93,705 $110,456

*** The amount of Tomball exceeded 2019 grant amount of $16,500

$2,250 Texas Commission on the Arts (2020) 

$1,440 (board members/annual campaign, 2020)

$1,360 (2020)

$69,843 (2019)

$16,453 (boutique , silent auction, 2019) 

91,346 (LOSS of $19,110)

Where applicable, revenue from the 2019 performances was used. 2020 numbers were used for revenue not directly from the performances, as 
those are more predictive of 2021 revenue.  
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How many people do you expect will visit Tomball from out-of-town as a result of this project or event?   

Explain the basis for your answer to the preceding question:   

______

Are attendees for this event or users of this project expected to stay overnight in Tomball hotels or motels?  If 

you answer to this question is Yes, state the basis for your answer:   

____________

Organization Contact Name, Title, Address and Phone Number:  

Contact’s Signature: ______ 

Date:  

   HRB anticipates more than 3,200 patrons to attend

The Nutcracker, in addition to the more than 160 artists.  This is based on historical 95% attendance data as well as zip code data.  In 2018, 

just 12.1% of the audience was from Tomball, with more than half (54.6%) coming from Houston and Cypress (combined).  This 

demonstrates the draw The Nutracker exerts as a holiday tradition which in turn increases revenue in the Tomball area.     

   Yes.  The long days associated with 2 days of dress rehearsals  

and 8 performances (including 3 free performances for Tomball ISD 3rd graders) mandates that some of HRB's company members stay in the area throughout the 

week/weekend (some members live as far as Bryan, College Station, Waller, etc.). Feedback from HRB families following 2018 Nutcracker indicated that rooms from 

multiple hotels were rented in Tomball that week. In addition, HRB patrons and members shop and dine in Tomball through the Nutcracker performance series.

Ann Nguyen Moore, HRB Board Member

13410 Greenwood Manor Drive; Cypress, TX 77429

+1 832 746 4000, ann.n.moore@gmail.com
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VALIDATION OF APPLICATION 

The signatory declares that he/she is an authorized official of the applicant, is authorized to make this 
application, and certifies that the information in this application is true and correct to the best of his/her 
knowledge.  Signatory further declares that applicant, if previously funded by the City of Tomball, has 
successfully fulfilled all prior Grant contract obligations. 

_________________________________________  _________________ 
Signature of Authorizing Official  Date 

_________________________________________ 
Typed Name 

_________________________________________  __________________ 
Title within Organization Telephone 

_________________________________________ 
Email address 

Kelly Behrens 

HRB Board President

kelly@airinnovationsllc.com

832-439-9931

(please see signed original document delivered in person)
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NARRATIVE QUESTIONS 

Please look at the criteria in the grant guidelines when you answer the following questions.  Be specific and 
give examples.  Answers to individual questions should be as brief as possible and should in no case exceed 
one page. 

1. Describe the history and purpose of the organization.

2. Describe how any grant funds will be used.

3. List the programs and activities for the grant year.

4. Show evidence of growth in community support prior to the grant year.  Include the number of
performances, exhibitions, audience sizes, services or enrollment.  Be sure to include specific
information as to the percent of activities taking place within the City of Tomball.

5. How does your project/event qualify for use of Municipal Hotel Occupancy Tax funds as defined in the
Hotel Occupancy Tax Guidelines?

6. How do you publicize your activities?  How do you evaluate these efforts and what have you done to
increase the effectiveness of your marketing efforts?

7. Explain the public benefits to the City of Tomball that will result from your organization’s efforts.

8. What is your organization doing to bring visitors to Tomball, to stay in local hotels and otherwise
support the hospitality industry?
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OTHER REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 

The following information in required to process the grant application: 

1. Articles of Incorporation, if applicable

2. Constitution and/or By-Laws

3. If your organization’s budget exceeds $100,000 (exclusive of in-kind) attach a copy of the last
independent audit of financial records.  If no audit was completed, explain why.

4. Schedule of Board of Directors meetings for the period of October 1 of the current year through
September 30 of the following year.  Board of Directors meetings must occur at least once per
quarter.

5. Resumes of principal staff and artists or relevant job descriptions.

6. Depending on the nature of the project or event for which grant funding is requested, the
organization will obtain a Certificate of Insurance for liability coverage as outlined in the attached
Exhibit A.  The City of Tomball requires each grantee having an event in the City aimed to attract
both residents and tourists to have liability insurance to protect the public for acts by the grantee.
This mandated coverage does not cover the grantee or any of its members.  We encourage the
grantee to acquire insurance to cover itself and its members as it deems fit.  Please see your
insurance agent for the local government endorsement.  The cost of the local government
endorsement may be included as part of your budget to be considered for a grant.

OPTIONAL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

This should be additional material that you wish to attach that further explains the activities of your 
organization such as: 

1. Long Range Plan – 3-5 years
2. One labeled videotape of performance(s), exhibits, workshops, capital project and /or other

activities for which City of Tomball grant funds will be utilized.
3. Programs, publicity, articles, reviews, etc.
4. Letters of support from patrons or other organizations in the community.
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EXHIBIT A 

Organization shall procure and maintain for the duration of the grant agreement, insurance against claims for 
injuries to persons or damages to property which may arise from or in connection with the services performed 
or to be performed hereunder by the Organization its agents, representatives, employees, volunteers, officers, 
directors or sub-contractors. 

The organization shall maintain insurance with limits not less than $500,000 per occurrence, $1,000,000 
aggregate and will be as broad as ISO Form Number GL 0002 (Ed 1/72) covering Comprehensive General 
Liability and ISO Form Number GL 0404 covering Broad Form Comprehensive General Liability, or ISO 
Commercial General Liability coverage (“occurrence for CG 0001).  Coverage will include: A) Premises – 
Operations; B) Broad Form Contractual Liability, C) Broad Form Property Damage and D) Personal Injury. 

The policy will be endorsed to contain the following provisions:  The City, its officials, employees, volunteers, 
Boards and Commissions are to be added as “Additional Insured” in respect to liability arising out of any 
activities performed by or on behalf of the Organization.  The policy shall contain no special limitations to the 
scope of coverage afforded to the City.  The Organization’s insurance shall be primary and any insurance or 
self-insurance shall be in excess of the Organization’s insurance and shall not contribute with it.  Certificate 
must include a waiver of subrogation as regards to the workers compensation policy.  If your organization has 
no employees, and therefore doe not carry workers compensation insurance, you must provide to the City of 
Tomball a letter stating that you have no employees and therefore do not carry workers compensation 
insurance. 

Insurance shall be placed with insurers with an A.M. Best rating of no less than A:VI or a Standard & Poor 
rating of A or better. 

The Organization shall furnish the City with a certificate of insurance which shows the coverage provided. 
 The insurance policy will be endorsed to state that coverage shall not be suspended, voided, canceled, non-
renewed, reduced in coverage or in limits except after thirty (30) days prior written notice by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, has been given to the City. 
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NARRATIVE QUESTIONS 

 
1. Describe the history and purpose of the organization. 
 
The Houston Repertoire Ballet (HRB) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) dance organization. The youth 
ballet was conceptualized in 1994 and received non-profit status in 1995. HRB’s establishment 
arose from the need and desire to provide Northwest Harris County communities with the 
highest quality of dance education and performance experiences. HRB has grown to become 
the premier pre-professional ballet company in the area, requiring discipline and commitment 
from the dancers. Each season, it provides two major productions and a choreography 
production with recital. In both the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 seasons, the company accepted 
49 dancers who train and rehearse 15-20 hours weekly. 
 
HRB’s production of The Nutcracker in Tomball began in 1998, with a single show featuring only 
the second act. It has since flourished into a performance series featuring three abbreviated 
and five full shows including both acts, with the eighth performance added December 2018, 
featuring the Cypress Philharmonic's 39 piece orchestra at Tomball High School's Theatre. The 
annual series provides an affordable and accessible professionally staged production with 
beautiful sets, elaborate costumes, and talented dancers and musicians to Tomball residents, 
and simultaneously drawing in non-local patrons, thus supporting the community and enriching 
the residents.  
 
Due to state, local and TISD COVID-19 health protocols, HRB was unable to offer The Nutcracker 
performance series in 2020. Thus, this narrative references the most recent series from 2019. In 
addition, due to COVID-19 safety precautions, the 2021 performances will not include a live 
orchestra. 
 
The official mission of Houston Repertoire Ballet is as follows: 
“HRB is dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in the art of classical ballet, providing a program 
of the highest quality to local dancers through professional instruction, education and 
performance experience. To ensure quality, acceptance into the company is limited and by 
invitation only. The company gives talented, dedicated dancers the serious training needed for 
them to enter the professional world of dance, while providing cultural education and 
community service to surrounding cities.” 
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2. Describe how any grant funds will be used. 
 
The funds provided by the City of Tomball’s Hotel Occupancy Tax are earmarked for the 
Tomball community, either by direct spending or via enrichment. The facility rental expenses, 
which is budgeted at approximately $15,000 for the 2021 series, is paid directly to Tomball ISD. 
In addition to ticketed performances, HRB provides Tomball ISD's third grade students three (3) 
free performances, which fulfill the arts component of their curriculum and bring the magic of 
live theatre directly to the students, a first time experience for many. High school special needs 
students and dance students are also invited, contingent on enrollment numbers. The expenses 
of these two components alone more than returns Tomball’s annual investment. 
 
The stage crew is comprised of Tomball Stage students and director, a lighting director who is a 
Tomball resident, along with HRB volunteers and an HRB stage manager. The Tomball students 
are compensated for their work while gaining valuable technical live production experience. In 
addition, HRB provides two $750 scholarships annually to support graduating Tomball Stage 
students. Please note – due to budget restrictions and the cancellation of the 2020 
performance series, HRB was unable to provide these scholarships during the 2020-2021 
season. 
 
The funds are further distributed to Tomball area vendors for expenses related to security, 
flowers, production of the Arts & Education booklets distributed to Tomball ISD 3rd grade 
students at the free school day performances, and refreshments for the dancers, backstage 
crew and volunteers. In addition, local purchases, including those of meals and snacks, made by 
production performers and personnel and patrons before and after the shows, benefit Tomball 
businesses. Food and other items are typically purchased from local Tomball establishments 
including Chili’s, Starbucks, Chik-Fil-A, Pizza Hut, Kroger, Wal-Mart, and Target.  
 
From 2017 to 2019, grant funds were also applied to support the expansion of our Nutcracker 
Experience, a successful outreach program involving third grade participants from Decker 
Prairie Elementary school and fourth grade participants from Tomball Elementary and Rosehill 
Elementary schools. Because of safety precautions related to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 
and insufficient planning time due to the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 protocols in 2021, 
HRB was unable to implement our much-loved program in both the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 
seasons. However, we are eager to resume this program in the 2022-2023, should 
circumstances allow. 
 
The city of Tomball grant funds are dedicated to the support of the local Tomball economy, 
while bringing the arts and patrons directly to the Tomball community. Any remaining funds 
will be directed towards publicity expenses which bring awareness and patrons to the event in 
Tomball. 
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3. List the Programs and activities for the grant year. 
 
The Tomball Hotel Occupancy Tax grant funds are fully applied to support the production of The 
Nutcracker in Tomball, enriching its arts community while encouraging the patronage of 
residents from other areas. 
 
HRB’s presence in Tomball will begin at “move-in” at the beginning of the week, followed by 
dress rehearsals on Wednesday, December 1 and Thursday, December 2, 2021. 
On Thursday, December 2, HRB will perform one (1) free show for Tomball ISD third grade 
students. On Friday, December 3, HRB will perform two (2) additional free shows for Tomball 
ISD third grade students.  
 
All three performances for Tomball ISD third grade students, which take place during school 
hours and fulfill the arts component of their curriculum, provide an abbreviated performance 
that includes an educational talk as well as an informational Arts & Education booklet. Our 
designers are in the process of redesigning the booklet, and a sample will be provided as soon 
as possible. The cost of printing the Arts & Education booklets is approximately $800-$900. 
 
The evening of Friday, December 3, HRB will perform the season’s first full performance of The 
Nutcracker. The following Saturday and Sunday, December 4-5, will include two (2) full length 
performances. 
 
The lobby is set and decorated for the holidays, including a large Christmas tree, the HRB 
boutique, a silent auction area, and refreshments provided by Tomball High School's Jr ROTC as 
their own fundraiser. 
 
HRB's season continues with an April performance series, Celebration of Dance, with a season 
finale, Choreography Project, in May. These performances are also held at Tomball High School 
Theatre. HRB brings the arts to the city of  Tomball to delight area residents with affordable and 
accessible live performances while bringing in outside visitors and additional revenue to the city 
of Tomball each year. 
 
Arts & Education abbreviated performances for Tomball ISD third graders 
(Times are determined by TISD) 
Admission: FREE 
Thursday, December 2 – 12:15 pm 
Friday, December 3 – 9:45 am, 12:15 pm 
 
Full performances 
Admission: $18-23  
Friday, December 3 – 7:00 pm 
Saturday, December 4 – 2:00 pm, 7:00 pm 
Sunday, December 5 – 1:00 pm, 4:30 pm 
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4. Show evidence of growth in community support prior to the grant year. Include the 
number of performances, exhibitions, audience sizes, services  or enrollment. Be sure to 
include specific information as to the percent of activities taking place within the City of 
Tomball. 
 
The Nutcracker Experience - In 2017, HRB and Tomball Elementary School launched an 
outreach program, The Mother Ginger Experience. The program was developed with Tomball 
ISD's Fine Arts Director, JD Janda, and supported by the school principal, Chad Schmidt. No prior 
dance experience was required, and after auditions, a group of boys and girls were selected to 
participate in the program. Rehearsals, costumes, shoes, and tights were provided free for all 
participants. The students learned simplified choreography which they performed in one of 
HRB’s two free 2017 The Nutcracker Arts & Education performances. Due to the success of the 
program, and with much enthusiasm and encouragement from JD Janda and the elementary 
school principals, HRB expanded the outreach program, renamed The Nutcracker Experience, to 
include Decker Prairie Elementary in 2018. The 2018 program involved nearly 40 students, 
including nine males, and two participants received full tuition scholarships from an HRB patron 
to continue their dance training in weekly ballet classes at Ballet Center of Houston. The 2018 
participants received 12 weeks of free dance instruction from HRB's highly qualified instructors 
at their respective elementary school campuses, and all tights, leotards, shoes and costumes 
were provided free of charge. The 2018 participants performed the roles of “little angels,” 
“little soldiers,” or “Mother Ginger's polichinelles.” In 2019, the program was expanded further 
to include Rosehill Elementary fourth grade students, and a total of 70 students from Tomball, 
Decker Prairie, and Rosehill Elementary Schools participated in the Nutcracker Experience.  
These students auditioned, without prior dance experience required, at each school campus. 
Rehearsals with simplified choreography were taught free of charge by highly qualified HRB 
instructors on a weekly basis with costumes, tights, shoes, leotards and other materials 
included free of charge. Again, the student participants performed the roles of “little angels,” 
“little soldiers,” or “Mother Ginger's polichinelles ” in the three free HRB Arts & Education 
productions provided to Tomball ISD third graders on December 6-7, 2019. 
 
Ticket Sales - In 2019, 95-100% of seats for the five (5) ticketed performances of The Nutcracker 
were sold, with similar expectations for 2021. The seating capacity at the Tomball High School 
theatre is approximately 3,600 for the 5 ticketed shows (reserve handicapped seats and blocks 
for videographer). HRB's The Nutcracker continues to exceed patrons’ expectation as its 
continued growth supports the need for high quality arts productions in Northwest Harris 
County, while attracting patrons to Tomball. 
 
Live Orchestra - In 2013, HRB was joined by a live orchestra, the Cypress Philharmonic, for The 
Nutcracker full performances. This has elevated the production to one that would mirror almost 
any professional company’s Nutcracker production, and has additionally increased attendance 
by drawing in a new audience. HRB's ticketed audience has steadily increased from 85% in 2010 
with 3 full performances and one abbreviated show, to near capacity with four full shows and 
one abbreviated show for 2016-2018. In 2015, HRB added a 5th reduced price ticketed 
performance to meet demand, an abbreviated Arts & Education performance on Friday 
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evening, which was and continued to be an advanced sell-out success every single year. For 
2019, this abbreviated performance included the addition of the Cypress Philharmonic. 
 
COVID-19 implications - However, as it has for countless institutions, particularly non-profit 
performing art organizations, 2021 presents a quandary due to health concerns and the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The highly popular components of our program, 
the Nutcracker Experience and inclusion of the Cypress Philharmonic orchestra in the 
productions, are temporarily placed on hold. However, as supported by the strong history of 
the production’s popularity, HRB harbors no misgivings regarding its ability to return to full 
capacity, and continue both the outreach program and inclusion of the live orchestra, as soon 
as circumstances will allow.  
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5. How does your project/event qualify for use of Municipal Hotel Occupancy Tax funds as 
defined in the Hotel Occupancy Tax Guidelines? 
 
HRB’s production of The Nutcracker in Tomball directly satisfies  “The Guidelines for 
Expenditures, Requests for Funding, and Reporting” published by the City of Tomball City 
Council on October 5, 2009 in article #4: “the encouragement, promotion, improvement and 
application of the arts, including....dance… and other arts related to the presentation, 
performance, execution and exhibition of these major art forms.” 
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6. How do you publicize your activities? How do you evaluate these efforts and what have 
you done to increase the effectiveness of your marketing efforts? 
 
HRB’s extensive marketing campaign includes poster and flyer distribution, print 
advertisements and press releases, as well as a strong social media presence, promoting name 
recognition and awareness of The Nutcracker in Tomball. The reputation and quality of HRB's 
The Nutcracker has made it a staple of Tomball's holiday season. In addition, HRB’s casting of 
acclaimed guest artists, such as Houston Ballet principal dancers Jared Matthews (an HRB 
alumnus) and Yuriko Kajiya, provides additional marketing power. 
 
HRB's extensive flyer and poster campaign is supported by a team of dedicated HRB volunteers. 
Houston area businesses are historically mapped, targeted and tracked to increase 
effectiveness.  
 
HRB utilizes a publicity liaison to ensure local media sources, neighborhood newsletters and 
family event locators are targeted and extend notices via the internet and direct email to 
previous patrons. 
 
As every publicity dollar spent is crucial, HRB evaluates its marketing techniques. Online ticket 
orders are accompanied by an inquiry regarding the manner in which a patron learned about 
HRB's The Nutcracker in Tomball. 
 
Unique to 2017, due to flooding, Houston Ballet cancelled school performances that are 
frequented by many public, private and home education groups. Feedback from audience 
members revealed that the situation produced a draw for HRB’s Arts & Education performance 
and in 2018, the Arts & Education performance sold out more than a week before the 
performance date. Although the circumstances were unique to 2018, feedback has indicated 
the effects of  the additional exposure were not temporary, and continued to influence ticket 
sales in the following season. 
 
HRB's publicity campaign brings patrons to Tomball as 88-90% of tickets sold are from outside 
of Tomball zip codes.  
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7. Explain the public benefits to the City of Tomball that will result from your organization's 
efforts. 
 
The City of Tomball will experience increased revenues in areas of shopping, dining, and hotel 
occupancy directly related to hosting HRB's The Nutcracker. The production will also provide 
cultural enrichment to Tomball residents and the students of Tomball ISD and elevate Tomball's 
artistic landscape. 
 
With a direct partnership with JD Janda, TISD's Fine Arts Director, HRB will once again present 
three free matinee programs in 2021 to all TISD's third grade students, and thus fulfilling the 
arts component of their curriculum. With educational budget cuts as well as constraints on 
missing curriculum time, it would be impossible to bring the students to a venue outside of 
Tomball. HRB provides these performances at no cost to TISD, as part of HRB's community 
engagement, serving others while also allowing its dancers valuable performance experience. 
Furthermore, HRB offers two $750 scholarships to Tomball Stage members to apply to their 
education after high school graduation, building community relationships and providing 
another investment in Tomball. 
 
Tomball High School's JR ROTC also benefits from HRB's The Nutcracker as they serve 
refreshments during the performances as a fundraiser for their own organization. 
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8. What is your organization doing to bring visitors to Tomball, to stay in local hotels and 
otherwise support the hospitality industry? 
 
Annually, The Nutcracker attracts more than 3,500 patrons and more than 200 artists and 
volunteers to Tomball during the busy holiday shopping season. Approximately 88-90% of 
ticketed patrons reside outside the Tomball zip codes. Please see the attached pie chart 
demonstrating ticket sales for the full length performances and abbreviated Arts & Education 
performance  based on zip code data**. This demonstrates a direct draw of a non-local 
population into the Tomball vicinity to shop, dine, run errands, and enjoy Tomball. This impact 
will be felt Wednesday, December 1 – Sunday, December 5, 2021. 
 
The Nutcracker is a unique event to Northwest Houston as it brings a professionally staged live 
theatre production complete with professional guest artists and, in prior and hopefully future 
seasons,, a live orchestra, to Northwest Houston. This event elevates Tomball as a destination 
for patrons to enjoy this holiday classic close to home at an easily accessible and affordable 
venue. This performance series compliments the city's other enrichment efforts. 
 
Several HRB dancers who reside in Bryan, College Station, Waller, and other distant areas, often 
choose to stay in Tomball area hotels. Many of the company dancers who are residents of 
Houston and surrounding areas also choose to stay in Tomball area hotels to avoid multiple 
commutes throughout a week/weekend of demanding rehearsals and performances. Since 
2016, HRB has coordinated with the General Managers of Tomball area hotels to negotiate a 
discount for patrons and dancers during Nutcracker weekend, encouraging their patronage of 
Tomball specific businesses. These hotels include Holiday Inn, Hampton Inn and Suites, 
America's Best Value Inn and Suites, Comfort Inn and Suites, and La Quinta. The information is 
also shared with patrons who call to inquire about area hotels. Please find an attached copy of 
the email sent to HRB company members in 2019. HRB plans to coordinate with the General 
Managers of Tomball area hotels to negotiate a discount rate for patrons and dancers in 
December 2021.  
 
** Please note, the data is from the 2018 performances. HRB migrated to a new ticketing 
vendor after the 2019-2020 season, and ticketing data from the 2019 performances were 
unavailable from the previous agent. 
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Nutcracker 2019 Hotel Discounted Rates offered Dec. 4 – Dec. 9
(Reduced Rate depends upon Room availability)

1.   Hampton Inn and Suites
      14100 Medical Complex Dr.
      Tomball
      281.357.1500

http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/A/AMATBHX-HRB-20191204/
index.jhtml

2.  Residence Inn
    14303 Medical Complex Dr.

    Tomball

    832.955.1750

Houston Repertoire Ballet presents The Nutcracker

3.  Holiday Inn Express & Suites
     14055 Park Dr.
     Tomball
     832.639.4900

Holiday Inn Express - The Nutcracker

4.  Comfort Inn & Suites
     13636 Michael Road
     Tomball
     281.290.7070

http://www.comfortsuites.com/ires/en-US/html/ArrivalInfo?hotel=TXA50&srp=LHRB2&pu=no

Reservation by Phone only:

1.  La Quinta Inn & Suites
    14000 Medical Complex Dr.
    Tomball
    281.516.0400

Call and reference Houston Repertoire Ballet Nutcracker.  The 2018 rate was $99 for double Queen or single 
King.  Discount should be about the same or near that amount.

2.  America's Best Value Inn & Suites
     24420 Park Road
     Tomball

    281.255.9030

    Manager requests that patrons call and reference "Nutcracker."

    Discount: $62+ tax for Double Queens   $73 + tax for King

3.  Tomball-Rosehill RV Park
     19611 FM 2920
     Tomball 

     832.728.9905

15% Discount. Owner requests that patrons call and reference Houston Repertoire Ballet Nutcracker
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http://www.comfortsuites.com/ires/en-US/html/ArrivalInfo?hotel=TXA50&srp=LHRB2&pu=no
https://www.hiexpress.com/redirect?path=hd-area&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=TMBPW&_PMID=99801505&GPC=HRB&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1566331325699&key=GRP


 
 
 

The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Other Required Documentation 

1. Article of Incorporation 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Please refer to the attached 501(c)(3) letter 

Houston Repertoire Ballet is classified as a “non-profit organization – dance.” 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Other Required Documentation 

2. Constitution or By-Laws 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Please refer to the attached Houston Repertoire Ballet by-laws. 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Other Required Documentation 

3. Financial Records 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Houston Repertoire Ballet’s fiscal year mirrors our seasons, which run from August 1 – July 31. 

Please refer to the attached copy of HRB’s most recent 990 (*not sent electronically). 
 

HRB does not conduct and independent audit of financial records. HRB does not receive 
government funds which would require such an audit. Additionally, HRB does not have bank 

loans or lines of credit. 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Other Required Documentation 

4. Board of Directors and Meeting Schedule 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Please refer to the attached: 
2021-2022 Board of Directors 
Schedule of Board Meetings 
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Houston Repertoire Ballet is a registered Non-profit(c)(3) dance organization. Tax ID #76.0479345 

  
 

 
 

 
 

2021-2022 Board of Directors 
 

President 
Kelly Behrens  

34328 Howell Rd  
Waller, TX 77484  

832-439-9931 
kelly@airinnovationsllc.com 

 

Publicity 
  Ann Moore  

13420 Greenwood Manor Dr 
Cypress, TX 77429 

832-746-4000 
ann.n.moore@gmail.com 

 

Production 
Jason Althaus 

20802 Oak Orchard Ct 
Cypress, TX 77433 

jalthaus@comcast.net 
713-252-3418 

 

Production Assistant 
     Michael Stewart  
8519 Star Hollow Ln  
Houston, TX 77095 

stewart_mj@yahoo.com 
713-569-7853 

 

Artistic Director 
Victoria Vittum 

    909 W. 16th St 
Houston, TX 77008  

713-628-6907 
  victoria@balletcenterofhouston.com 

 

Volunteer Coordinator 
     Andrea Young       

 7442 Parkcross Place  
 Cypress, TX 77433  

832-331-8261 
 jdaayoung@sbcglobal.net 

 Vice-President 
Susan Wheelock 

     10602 Gt. Plains Ln  
Houston, TX 77064  

281-477-9270 
someonenamedsusan@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Shanan Burkhart 

16711 Highland Country Dr 
Cypress, TX 77433 

817-229-9207 
shanankf@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer 
Laurie Sanders 

 12910 Northpointe Bend Lane  
 Tomball, TX 77377  

585-421-9642 
 home.sandersegmail.com 

 

Fundraising/Corporate Giving 
Kelly Behrens  

34328 Howell Rd  
Waller, TX 77484  

832-439-9931 
kelly@airinnovationsllc.com 

 

Grants 
  Ann Moore  

13420 Greenwood Manor Dr 
Cypress, TX 77429 

832-746-4000 
ann.n.moore@gmail.com 

 

Children’s Guild Liaison 
Susan Wheelock 

     10602 Gt. Plains Ln  
Houston, TX 77064  

281-477-9270 
someonenamedsusan@hotmail.com 

8515 Jackrabbit Road 
Houston, Texas 77095 

+1 281 940 4721 
hrbdance.org 
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Houston Repertoire Ballet is a registered Non-profit(c)(3) dance organization. Tax ID #76.0479345 

  
 

 
 

 
 

2021-2022 Board of Directors Meeting Dates 
 
2021-2022 Season 
For the 2021-2022 season, HRB meetings are typically conducted on the first Monday of each 
month at 8:00 pm. 
 
Thursday, August 12, 2021 
Monday, September 13, 2021 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
Monday, November 1, 2021 
Monday, December 6, 2021 
Monday, January 3, 2022 
Monday, February 7, 2022 
Monday, March 7, 2022 
Monday, April 4, 2022 
Monday, May 2, 2022 
Monday June 2, 2022 
Tuesday, July 5, 2022 
 
2022-2023 Season 
Monday, August 1, 2022 
Tuesday, September 6, 2022 
 
 
 

8515 Jackrabbit Road 
Houston, Texas 77095 

+1 281 940 4721 
hrbdance.org 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Other Required Documentation 

5. Resumes of Principal Staff and Guest Artists 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 
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Victoria Vittum – Founder and Artistic Director 
 
Victoria Vittum is a nationally recognized teacher and choreographer. She was with the 
Houston Ballet, under the direction of Ben Stevenson from 1997-2003. There she taught open 
adult classes, in the upper academy and the company. She has served as Resident 
Choreographer for the Gwinnett Ballet Theater in Atlanta, Georgia and guest teacher at the 
Washington School of Ballet. She taught for Margo Marshall School of Ballet and served as 
resident Choreographer and Associate Artistic Director of City Ballet of Houston from 1981-
1993. Ms. Vittum not only directs her own school, Ballet Center of Houston, but also serves as 
Artistic Director of Houston Repertoire Ballet. 
 
Ms. Vittum received her early training from Julio de Bittencourt and also holds a B.A. Degree in 
Dance Education from Lamar University. She has choreographed for professional and civic 
companies throughout the country as well as having her work presented at the Edinburgh 
Festival in Scotland. 
 
Ms. Vittum has been the recipient of numerous awards such as: two Monticello Choreography 
Awards, Illinois State University choreography competition Winner, two nominations for the 
General Electric American Choreographer Plan. Most recently Ms. Vittum was the recipient of a 
Choreography  Fellowship (1998) awarded by the Cultural Arts Council of Houston and the 
Texas Commission for the Arts for outstanding Choreographic merit and contribution to the City 
of Houston. 
 
Barbara LeGault – Ballet Mistress 
 
Barbara LeGault is a graduate of Houston’s High School for the Performing and Visual Arts. 
Barbara LeGault trained under Margo Marshall and is formerly with City Ballet of Houston. 
Since that time she danced many lead roles with the Pittsburgh Ballet Theater and the Louisville 
Ballet. She was directed by Alun Jones and Helen Starr. In 1979, Jones paid Ms. LeGault the 
ultimate compliment by creating his Cinderella especially for her. She Also danced with 
Tennessee Festival Ballet, directed by David and Anna Marie Holmes, and with the Summer 
Festival Ballet In Lisbon, Portugal. Her repertoire includes appearances in Don Quixote, Swan 
Lake, The Nutcracker, and Sleeping Beauty.  
 
Other roles to her credit are appearances in the Houston Grand Opera productions, 
Mefeistofoles and Aida. Ms. LeGault has been on the teaching staff of American Academy of 
Dance, NHDT headquarters, since 1987. She is currently a faculty member of Ballet Center of 
Houston and the Ballet Mistress for Houston Repertoire Ballet. 
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Kristy Nilsson – Resident Choreographer/Outreach Program Coordinator 
 
An HRB alumna, Kristy Nilsson began her training at Ballet Center of Houston. She was a Dance 
Honors Student at Houston's High School for the Performing & Visual Arts and University of 
Oklahoma, before going on to perform with Charleston Ballet Theatre and Atlanta Ballet. Ms. 
Nilsson has choreographed more than 100 concert works (including 11 full-length/narrative 
ballets) which have been performed by 29 companies in 12 states in the U.S. & Canada, and has 
won choreographic recognition from Regional Dance America, the Southeastern Regional Ballet 
Association and Dance Canvas. Her works for Houston Repertoire Ballet include two narrative 
ballets: A Midsummer Night's Dream and The Racketty-Packetty House, and two contemporary 
ballets: Rhapsody in Blue and The Unkindest Year. "Miss Kristy" has been a full-time ballet & 
modern dance instructor since 2001 and enjoys teaching all ages from Pre-Ballet for preschool-
aged children through Pre-Professional dancers and adults. Kristy is happily married to dance 
photographer Scott Nilsson, a former dancer, and is delighted to be on faculty at Ballet Center 
of Houston, teaching alongside some of the very instructors who shaped her career and love for 
dance. 
 
Joseph Modlin – Guest Artist 
 
In 1993, Joseph Modlin, an Indiana native, began training in classical and modern dance 
performance at Ball State University and performed with Anderson Young Ballet Theatre, both 
under the direction of Ms. LouAnn Young. Joe moved to Houston in 1997, and began a 
performance and teaching career that has spanned 19 years, seven professional companies, 
and continues extending to flourish in the Houston community and nationally. 
 
Mr. Modlin has performed/worked with Hope Stone, Inc., Houston Repertoire Ballet, Chrysalis 
Dance Company, Houston Dance Theater, Allegro Ballet, Freneticore, and Woodlands Dance 
Company. He has been invited to work as a guest artist with independent choreographers and 
performance artists such as Leslie Scates, Erin Reck, Amy Ell, Karen Stokes, Lindsey McGill, Toni 
Valle, and Sara Draper. 
 
Matthew Rusk, St. Louis Ballet  – Guest Artist  
 
Born in Tucson, Arizona, Matthew Rusk received his formative training at Houston Ballet and 
the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, where he graduated with honors in dance. 
He also spent summers at School of American Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, and the Royal 
Ballet School. He is an alumnus of Indiana University, where he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Ballet with an Outside Field in Psychology. While at IU, he was the recipient of the Premier 
Young Artist Award and the Ken C. Whitener Fund for Ballet Excellence, and performed 
principal roles in George Balanchine’s Emeralds, Four Temperaments, Divertimento No. 15, and 
Swan Lake, and Marius Petipa’s La Bayadere (Kingdom of the Shades). Professionally he joined 
Cincinnati Ballet in 2015 before transferring to Saint Louis Ballet in 2016, where he is currently 
in his sixth season. His repertory at SLB includes Romeo (Romeo and Juliet), Cavalier and Snow 
King (The Nutcracker), Bluebird (Sleeping Beauty), and principal roles in Balanchine’s Who 
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Cares?, Twyla Tharp’s Nine Sinatra Songs, and Gerald Arpino’s Reflections. He has also guest 
performed with Nevada Ballet Theatre, appearing in Christopher Wheeldon’s Carousel and 
Septime Webre’s Alice in Wonderland.  
 
Leah Slavens Haggard, freelance – Guest Artist 
 
Leah Slavens Haggard began her ballet training at the Ballet Center of Houston under the 
direction of Victoria Vittum and continued at the Pacific Northwest Ballet School as a 
Professional Division student. Leah went on to dance professionally with The Grand Rapids 
Ballet, Utah Regional Ballet, and The Suzanne Farrell Ballet where she has performed in Kent 
Stowell's Swan Lake, and George Balanchine's Walpurgisnacht, Stars and Stripes, Gounod 
Symphony, Danses Concertantes, and Serenade among many other ballets and original works. 
Most recently as a freelance performer, she has been able to perform with Ballet Memphis, 
Aspen Santa Fe Ballet, Indiana Ballet Theater, and Deos Contemporary Ballet. Leah is also a 
certified holistic nutrition health coach and human nutrition master's student, who works with 
dancers and students on dancer nutrition and wellness education. 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Other Required Documentation 

6. Certificate of Insurance 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
 

Please refer to the attached Certificate of Insurance. 
  

42

Item 2.



���������������������������������������	��
����
�����
����
�� ��������������������������������������������������������	���
�	�����	
�	

���
���	
�����
	����������	
������������������	
�����������������������	���
	�������������
��	��
�������
�����
�������
��	���
���������	����������	�������������	
��������
	��������������������	���
����
����	���
	���	
�����������	
������������
����������
���
��������������	�������������
�������	����	��������
�������������������	
�������	���
������ !"�#"$ %&�#' "�!()*"$�%+�',�������	
�
��
������� !"�-()%#.�%"+��/0+ �!'1"�������	
�
��
������-$(1%+%(,+�($�2"�",*($+"*���������	����	
������������+023"# � (� !"� "$/+�',*�#(,*% %(,+�(�� !"�-()%#.��#"$ '%,�-()%#%"+�/'.�$"40%$"�',�",*($+"/", ����+ ' "/", �(,� !%+�#"$ %&�#' "�*("+�,( �#(,�"$�$%5! +� (� !"�#"$ %&�#' "�!()*"$�%,�)%"0�(��+0#!�",*($+"/", �+�����	����� �	
�����
������	
�������
	������� ���������
	���6���
�������� �
������������	���
���	������ 
����7�
����� �
���������
���������
���������
���������
���������
���������	������� ������������
������ ������	
�
������89:;�:;�8<�=>?8:@A�89B8�89>�C<D:=:>;�<@�:E;F?BE=>�D:;8>G�H>D<I�9BJ>�H>>E�:;;F>G�8<�89>�:E;F?>G�EBK>�BH<J>�@<?�89>�C<D:=A�C>?:<G�:EG:=B8>GL�E<8I:89;8BEG:EM�BEA�?>NF:?>K>E8O�8>?K�<?�=<EG:8:<E�<@�BEA�=<E8?B=8�<?�<89>?�G<=FK>E8�I:89�?>;C>=8�8<�I9:=9�89:;�=>?8:@:=B8>�KBA�H>�:;;F>G�<?�KBA�C>?8B:EO�89>�:E;F?BE=>�B@@<?G>G�HA�89>�C<D:=:>;�G>;=?:H>G�9>?>:E�:;�;FHP>=8�8<�BDD�89>�8>?K;O�>Q=DF;:<E;�BEG�=<EG:8:<E;�<@�;F=9�C<D:=:>;L�D:K:8;�;9<IE�KBA�9BJ>�H>>E�?>GF=>G�HA�CB:G�=DB:K;L�
��
�� �����	���
����
�� ����
��
�� �������� �	
����
����� �	
������������������� �	
������������������� 
������	�������
���
���
�
����
��� >B=9�<==F??>E=> R=DB:K;SKBG> <==F? GBKBM>�8<�?>E8>G�C?>K:;>;�T>U�<VVWXXYZVY[ RK>G�>QC�TBZ\�]ZY�̂YX_]Z[ RC>?;<EBD�̀�BGJ�:EPF?A RM>EaD��BMM?>MB8>�D:K:8�BCCD:>;�C>?b M>E>?BD�BMM?>MB8> RC<D:=A���������� C?<P>=8 D<= C?<GF=8;�S�=<KCc<C�BMMR<89>?b R���	�	��
��
����
��� =<KH:E>G�;:EMD>�D:K:8�T>U�UVVdeYZf[ RBEA�BF8< H<G:DA�:EPF?A�TCYX�̂YX_]Z[ R<IE>G�BF8<;�<EDA ;=9>GFD>G�BF8<; H<G:DA�:EPF?A�TCYX�UVVdeYZf[R9:?>G�BF8<;�<EDA E<ES<IE>G�BF8<;�<EDA C?<C>?8A��GBKBM>�TCYX�UVVdeYZf[ RR�����

��
��� <==F? >B=9�<==F??>E=> R�������
��� =DB:K;SKBG> BMM?>MB8> RG>G ?>8>E8:<E�R R�	�g�����	���
����	
�
�����
	�����h�
����
��� 
�� C>?�;8B8F8> <89>? RBEA�C?<C?:>8<?cCB?8E>?c>Q>=F8:J>�<@@:=>?cK>KH>?�>Q=DFG>Gi���',*' ($.�%,�
��:j�\Y_O�eY_VXdkY�WZeYX�G>;=?:C8:<E�<@�<C>?B8:<E;�kYl]m ��
 >LDL�>B=9�B==:G>E8 R>LDL�G:;>B;>�S�>B�>KCD<A>>R>LDL�G:;>B;>�S�C<D:=A�D:K:8 R���������	
�	��	������	
��
	����	
�������
������	���non���**% %(,')��"/'$p+��#!"*0)"��/'.�2"�'  '#!"*�%��/($"�+-'#"�%+�$"40%$"*��������������	
��� ��
��

���	
��	�
���
��	��������	��������������	
�����������
��

������	���������������	
������������	���
	�������

������
��������
����	���
�������������	
������	����	
������	�������������
������qnrss6tonu���	����	��	����	
���))��%5! +��"+"$1"*�!"���	���,'/"�',*�)(5(�'$"�$"5%+ "$"*�/'$p+�(����	�����	���tu��tonv�ow�xySyz{|����yySy}

~����������������������������������~������������������ ������������
����������

���������������������� ��¡��������¢£�¡¤¥ ����������~¦§�¤¦̈ ¤��£©�ª������£��«¬£����� �����­��¡����ª������£��«¬£����� �����~¦§�¤¦̈ �®«̄ «®¤¦ª®«�°±²²«¤ ³���́�������ª������£��́�¡µ��� ����������¶±́ ·®±°°ª¤�®���¤«�± ¤¥ �����
´ �̧���̧�����̧����̧���¹ �̧���̧����̧���̧���¨ ��������� ���������� ���������� �̧���̧���´ �̧���̧���¨ ��������� ����������
�����¶±́ ·®±°°ª¤�®���¤«�­̧�~¦§�¤¦̈ �̧¤¥������¤¦³°±²²�ª�������°±·«®��®¤¦³°±²² ¤¥ �����

����������

43

Item 2.



 
 
 

The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Optional Supporting Documentation 

1. Long Term Plan 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Please refer to the attached: 
HRB’s Long Term Plan 
The Nutcracker Experience (2019) 

Copy of 2019 Letter to 3rd and 4th grade students and parents 
Copy of 2019 Audition Application 

HRB Alumnus 
HRB 2021 Accomplishments 
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Houston Repertoire Ballet 
Long Term Plan 

 
Houston Repertoire Ballet will continue its mission of providing high quality dance training for 
company members and exceptional performance series for northwest Houston communities. 
 
HRB is thankful for the support from, and its reputation in, the Tomball community, as it 
continues to enrich the artistic element of Tomball and attract residents of other communities 
to enjoy the arts in Tomball. 
 
HRB adopts a conservative fiscal position and balances investments in costumes, sets and 
choreography with affordable ticket prices, without sacrificing quality. These goals are made 
possible through volunteer support and community grants and giving. 
 
In 2017, HRB initiated an outreach program, directly collaborating with the Tomball 
Independent School District (TISD) on the implementation of The Mother Ginger Experience. 
The program offered Tomball Elementary  students, identified by Tomball Fine Arts Director JD 
Janda, twelve weeks of dance instruction and rehearsals, culminating in the participation in the 
two free 2017 The Nutcracker Arts & Education performances for TISD 3rd graders. All tights, 
leotards, shoes and costumes were provided free of charge to all TISD participants. One 
participant received a full-tuition scholarship, provided by an HRB patron, to continue weekly 
dance classes at Ballet Center of Houston for the remainder of the school year.  
 
In 2018, the program was renamed The Nutcracker Experience, and was expanded to include 
students from Tomball and Decker-Prairie Elementary schools. The 2018 program involved 
nearly 40 participants, including nine boys, and two participants received full tuition 
scholarships from an HRB patron to continue their dance training in weekly ballet classes at 
Ballet Center of Houston. The 2018 participants received 12 weeks of free dance instruction 
from HRB's highly qualified instructors at their respective elementary school campuses, and all 
tights, leotards, shoes and costumes were provided free of charge. The 2018 participants 
performed the roles of “little angels,” “little soldiers,” or “Mother Ginger's polichinelles.” In 
2019, the program was expanded further to include Rosehill Elementary fourth grade students, 
and a total of 70 students from Tomball, Decker Prairie, and Rosehill Elementary Schools 
participated in the “Nutcracker Experience.”  These students auditioned, without prior dance 
experience required, at each school campus. Rehearsals with simplified choreography were 
taught free of charge by highly qualified HRB instructors on a weekly basis with costumes, 
tights, shoes, leotards and other materials included free of charge. Again, the student 
participants performed the roles of “little angels,” “little soldiers,” or “Mother Ginger's 
polichinelles ”in the three free HRB Arts & Education productions provided to Tomball ISD third 
graders on December 6-7, 2019. Unfortunately, COVID-19 restrictions surrounding facility use 
required the temporary cessation of The Nutcracker Experience during the 2021-2022 season. 
HRB plans to return to the program in its full capacity, possibly with additional elements and 
elementary schools, in the 2022-2023 season. 
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In 2019, HRB  expanded the role of the Cypress Philharmonic orchestra, which had previously 
been restricted to Saturday and Sunday performances of The Nutcracker, to include the Friday 
night performance. Unfortunately, COVID-19 restrictions have rendered the inclusion of a live 
orchestra infeasible for the 2021 performances, but we anticipate the full participation of the 
Cypress Philharmonic at the five full performances in the 2022 The Nutcracker series. 
 
During the 2020-2021 season, HRB implemented new funding campaigns, including a House of 
Pies fundraiser, to supplement its income. Due to the success of the ventures and the 
enthusiasm of its volunteers, HRB plans to continue these fundraisers and research out 
additional options. Furthermore, in the current 2021-2022 season, HRB has redesigned its 
Corporate and Small Business Sponsorship campaign material and benefits, with the goal of 
expanding its outreach to local business entities. These projects will expand our ability to 
balance outstanding performance series with affordable ticket prices. 
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Student Name:
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Audition Number

School:

Parent Name:
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You give your permission for yCIur student te attend the audition
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HRB ALUMNI in the DANCE INDUSTRY

2020 Diana Basaldua Bulter University - Dance Program*
 Savannah Gonzalez Belhaven University - Dance Program*
 Justin Pidgeon Kirov Academy, Washington, DC*
2019 Marissa Escalente Milwaukee Ballet Pre-professional Trainee program*
 Hannah Pidgeon Louisville Ballet Pre-professional Trainee program*
 Quinn Price Joffrey Dallas Trainee progam*
2018 Finn Adams Houston Ballet Professional Division, Estonian National Ballet*
 Kaitlyn Blake Belhaven University - Dance Program*
 Andrew Medina United Ballet Theatre, FL*
 David Vecseri Houston Ballet Professional Division; Artist in residence HRB*
 Reilly Wiggins Sam Houston State University - Dance Program*
2017 Julia Gundzik Washington Ballet Trainee Program; Cincinnati Ballet Trainee*
 Andreina Hurtado University of Texas - Dance Program*
 Kyla Patton University of Texas - Dance Program*
2016 Kendall Jackson  Belhaven University - Dance Program*
2015 Emma Biondillo Sam Houston State University - Dance Minor, Kinesiology Major; BCH Faculty*
 Kaitlyn Jones University of Texas - BFA Dance
 Chelsea Knipp Tulane University Ballet/Psychology Major;                                              
  New Orleans Ballet Assoc Faculty*; New Orleans Ballet Theatre*
 Mallory Pruitt Brigham Young University - Dance Program*
 Rebecca Webb University of Utah - Dance/Choreography Program; Choreographer*
 Sarah White Belhaven University - Dance Program*
2014 Andrew Vecseri Houston Ballet - Corps de Ballet*
2013 Jessica Lohr 
 Claire White Texas Ballet Theater; Nashville Ballet; Alabama Ballet; BCH Faculty;   
  Uptown Dance Company, Houston*
2011 Kristen Newsom Sam Houston State University, BFA; BCH Faculty
 Leah Slavens Haggard The Suzanne Farrell Ballet; Grand Rapids Ballet; freelance ballerina*
2010 Melissa Dooley Pittsburg Ballet Theatre, Alabama Ballet
 Kaitlin Mouton David Taylor Dance Theater
 Amaris Sharrat Nevada Ballet; Ballet Nebraska; American Midwest Ballet, NE*
2009 Reagan Hand 
 Nicole Plunkett University of Texas - Dance Major
 Kate Simpson Shaw Louisville Ballet, Charleston Ballet Theater
2008 Amy Skipton University of Texas - Dance/Physical Therapy Major
2007 Morgan Buchanan Colorado Ballet - Soloist*
 Emily Dyson University of Oklahoma-BFA Dance Pedagogy; Dance Kaleidoscope, Indiana*
 Allison Wardwell University of Texas - Dance Major
2006 Evelyn Monzalvo Disney Productions*
2005 Erin Goodman Elder University of Kansas Dance Company
2003 David Armendariz David Taylor Dance Theater, Havanna Nights
2002 Emily Rupp Dallas Contemporary Ballet - Director
2001 Dorothy Carter Dayton Ballet
 Kelly Coleman Carolina Ballet, Harid Conservatory
 Jared Matthews American Ballet Theatre; Houston Ballet, Principal;    
  Estonian National Ballet Assistant Artistic Director*
 Amanda Powell Carnival Cruise Lines*
2000 Catherine Busch Silkwood Chara Dance Company, BCH Faculty
 Elizabeth Keller Miami City Ballet, Ballet Idaho,                                                                
  Idaho Regional Ballet Associate Artistic Director*
 Patricia Monzalvo Universal Studios & Disney Productions
 Anysley Stephenson Pointe Park College, Pittsburg, PA, BFA-Jazz
 Victoria Wadsworth Simo Texas Ballet Theater, Ballet and Pilates by Victoria - owner*
1999 Beri Brown Disney Character Performer*; BCH Faculty*
 Kasha Liggett Southern Methodist University-Dance/Business Major;                                 
  
1998 Desiree Rausch Pussy Cat Dolls; Back-up dancer for Michael Jackson;                           
  Sandra Organ Dance Company; LD Dance Company*
1997 Kristy Dawson Nilsson Atlanta Ballet; Charleston Ballet Choreographer & Teacher;                    
  BCH Faculty & HRB Resident Choreographer*
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All dancers were accepted by audition. * Denotes summer program planning to attend.

Naiya BYrne  Louisville Ballet
Sara Bills Ballet Chicago, Nutmeg Ballet Conservatory*  

Amelia DiClaudio Interlochen Center for the Arts (partial scholarship)*
Wlliam CAleb Emory Houston Ballet Academy, Joffrey Chicago*, YAGP (high scores) 
Beverly Emory Joffrey Chicago*, Oklahoma Ballet 
Lily Han Louisville Ballet, Texas A&M University Summer Intensive*

carolina Hauger Ballet Austin, Bolshoi Ballet*, Boston Ballet, Ellison Ballet,      
The Washington School of Ballet

Katelyn Hurst Ballet Austin, Joffrey NYC*(accepted to 12 Joffrey national & 
international schools)

Danika McNees Louisville Ballet*
Mai-Linh Moore Ballet Austin*
Chantal Noble Houston Ballet Academy*, Louisville Ballet 
Katherine Oliver Ballet Arizona*, Ballet West, The Washington School of Ballet
Hortense Pelletan ABT, International Ballet Masterclasses in Prague*,           

Louisville Ballet, Royal Ballet 
Isabella Scavone Houston Ballet Academy*
Evangeline Seek 

Houston Ballet Academy*, Louisville Ballet, Tulsa Ballet
Kessa Vorderburggen Bolshoi Ballet, Ellison Ballet*
Allison Wheelock Charlotte Ballet*, Louisville Ballet
Anna Young 

2021 Summer Intensive accomplishments
HRB COMPANY MEMBER
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Optional Supporting Documentation 

2. The Nutcracker 2019 – Performance Video 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
HRB’s 2018 performance of The Nutcracker can be accessed at the following link: 
 
https://youtu.be/C47arqSpggg 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Optional Supporting Documentation 

3. Publicity and Programs 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Please find attached the following: 
 
2019 The Nutcracker Calendar Listing 
2019 Media Mentions 
2019 Poster and flyers (resized for application) 
2019 Program (separate attachment) 
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- more - 

 
♦♦ CALENDAR LISTING ♦♦ CALENDAR LISTING ♦♦ 

 
For More Information: 
Eileen Ansel Conery 
Eileen.conery@att.net 
713-856-8780/832-816-8780 

 
 
 

HOUSTON REPERTOIRE BALLET’S 21ST ANNUAL PERFORMANCE OF THE 
HOLIDAY CLASSIC THE NUTCRACKER 

 
LIVE MUSIC BY THE CYPRESS PHILHARMONIC FOR SELL-OUT PERFORMANCES DECEMBER 6, 7, & 8 

 
 WHO: Houston Repertoire Ballet (HRB), Houston’s premier pre-professional ballet company, 

celebrates its 24th season, beginning with its 21st annual performance series of The 
Nutcracker, featuring professional guest artist Jared Matthews as the Cavalier, and Joseph 
Modlin as Herr Drosselmeyer, with the Cypress Philharmonic directed by Glynnes 
Lanthier. 

 
WHAT: The Nutcracker’s brilliant blend of beautiful costumes, lavish sets, and fresh choreography 

creates a magical storybook world enjoyed by children and adults alike. With a cast of 
more than 100 HRB dancers and area children, and musical performance by the Cypress 
Philharmonic, HRB’s masterful production is the highlight of the holidays! 

 
WHEN/WHERE: Friday, December 6 at 7 pm – abbreviated Arts & Education performance is perfect for 

young children – tickets for this performance are only $15. 
 Saturday, December 7 at 2 pm & 7 pm 
 Sunday, December 8 at 1 pm & 4:30 pm 
  
 Tomball High School Theatre 
 30330 Quinn Road 
 Tomball, Texas 77375 
 

TICKETS: Cost is $25 for adults, $20 for students & seniors. 
 For ticket information, call 281-940-HRB1 (4721) or visit www.hrbdance.org. 

 
OUTREACH: HRB has received a generous grant from Texas Commission on the Arts, enabling HRB to 

expand its outreach mission to children currently attending two Title-1 schools. Students 
from each campus will participate, free of charge (including class attire, costumes, and 
other supplies), in one-hour ballet classes on Saturdays, and will receive dance instruction 
in the “Nutcracker Experience.” These children will have the opportunity to participate as 
dancers in three HRB Nutcracker Arts & Education school performances, for an audience 
of their peers comprising more than 1,500 Tomball ISD third graders. 

 
 HRB dancers are committed to sharing the arts with the community. Community 

engagement events include costumed appearances at various nursing homes, group events, 
and at Arts & Education performances. HRB brings three matinee performances to Tomball 
ISD third grade students, fulfilling the arts component of their curriculum. To request an 
outreach event for your organization, call 281-940-HRB1 (4721). 
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HOUSTON REPERTOIRE BALLET’S 21ST ANNUAL NUTCRACKER/PAGE 2 OF 3 

- more - 

 
GUEST BIOS: Jared Matthews – Assistant Artistic Director, Estonia National Ballet 

Jared Matthews, an HRB alumnus, was born in Houston and received his early ballet 
training with Ballet Center of Houston under the guidance of Victoria Vittum and Gilbert 
Rome. He was awarded a full scholarship to study at North Carolina School of the Arts 
summer program, as well as the School of American Ballet and American Ballet Theatre. 
While attending American Ballet Theatre’s Summer Intensive Program in 2001 as a Coca 
Cola Scholarship winner, he was invited to join ABT’s Studio Company. Mr. Matthews 
joined American Ballet Theatre (ABT) as an apprentice in 2002 and was appointed a 
Soloist in August 2007. Most recently, he joined Estonia National Ballet as assistant artistic 
director. 
 
His repertoire while at ABT includes Franz in Coppélia; Lankendem in Le Corsaire; a Step-
sister’s Escort in Cinderella; Espada in Don Quixote; Lysander in The Dream; the Turning 
Boy in Études; Albrecht, Hilarion and the peasant pas de deux in Giselle; Gaston in Lady 
of the Camellias; Rakitin in A Month in the Country; Camille in The Merry Widow, and 
many others. During his time at the Houston Ballet, he created the leading roles in C. to C. 
(Close to Chuck), Glow-Stop, One of Three, and Thirteen Diversions. Mr. Matthews 
distinguished himself in several roles, including Solor in Stanton Welch’s La Bayadère; 
Romeo and Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet; the male lead in Paquita; the Prince in Ben 
Stevenson’s The Nutcracker; and Lysander in John Neumeier’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. His repertoire highlights also include Albrecht and Hilarion in Giselle, Camille in 
The Merry Widow, Lensky in Onegin, as well as numerous other ballet classics. 
 
As a guest artist, Mr. Matthews has appeared with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and with 
both the Noriko Hara Ballet and the Kamakura Ballet Company in Japan. He has toured as 
a guest artist with Les Ballet GranDiva. He also has appeared in the 2008 Hopes and Prize 
Gala in Japan. In America, he has danced with Rochester City Ballet, Civic Ballet of 
Chicago, Houston Repertoire Ballet, New England Dance Ensemble, West Virginia Dance 
Festival and the 2007 and 2008 Chicago Dancing Festival. Mr. Matthews appeared on So 
You Think You Can Dance, performing the pas de deux from Don Quixote. Mr. Matthews 
has taught technique and partnering classes for the David Howard Foundation’s A Month 
of Sundays program, West Virginia Dance Festival, at workshops in Yokohama, Japan and 
at local dance studios in the United States. 
 
Mr. Matthews joined Houston Ballet as a first soloist in 2014. Mr. Matthews was promoted 
to the rank of principal dancer after a well-received performance as Lucentio in John 
Cranko’s production of The Taming of the Shrew on Saturday, June 20, 2015. After retiring 
from the Houston Ballet at the end of the 2018/2019 season, he took on his latest role as 
assistant artistic director of Estonia National Ballet. 
 
Joseph Modlin 

 In 1993, Joseph Modlin, an Indiana native, began training in classical and modern dance 
performance at Ball State University and performed with Anderson Young Ballet Theatre, 
both under the direction of Ms. LouAnn Young. Joe moved to Houston in 1997, and began 
a performance and teaching career that has spanned 20 years, seven professional 
companies, and continues extending to flourish in the Houston community, as well as 
nationally. Joe has performed/worked with Hope Stone, Inc., Houston Repertoire Ballet, 
Chrysalis Dance Company, Houston Dance Theater, Allegro Ballet, Freneticore, and 
Woodlands Dance Company. He has been invited to work as a guest artist with independent 
choreographers and performance artists, such as Leslie Scates, Erin Reck, Amy Ell, Karen 
Stokes, Lindsey McGill, Toni Valle, and Sara Draper. 
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HOUSTON REPERTOIRE BALLET’S 21ST ANNUAL NUTCRACKER/PAGE 3 OF 3 
 

ABOUT HRB:  The Houston Repertoire Ballet (HRB) is a non-profit 501(c)(3), founded by Victoria 
Vittum and Gilbert Rome, both nationally acclaimed teachers and choreographers who 
served as its co-artistic directors. Today, Ms. Vittum oversees training and programming 
with an equal eye to serving the needs of the community. Since 1995, HRB has contributed 
to the cultural fabric of Harris and Montgomery Counties by providing excellent dance 
training to the area’s young ballet stars and dance educators of tomorrow, while also 
presenting high-quality productions at affordable prices. The Nutcracker in December, and 
the Celebration of Dance in April introduce area children and their families to the world 
of classical and contemporary ballet. HRB closes its season in May with the Choreography 
Project, a free-admission program initiated to discover, mentor, and give artistic voice to 
our choreographers of tomorrow. Today, HRB is considered the premier pre-professional 
ballet company in the Houston region, and is recognized for sharing its gifts with the 
community and beyond. Many of HRB’s dancers advance to professional ballet companies 
throughout the country. HRB graduates have danced with New York City Ballet, American 
Ballet Theatre, Miami City Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Atlanta Ballet, Pittsburgh 
Ballet Theatre, Houston Ballet, and other prestigious companies. 

 
MISSION: HRB’s mission is dedicated to providing the finest classical ballet instruction, education, 

and performance experience to local gifted students, and preparing them for a professional 
career in the world of dance. HRB is committed to serving the suburban Houston region 
with high-quality theatre productions that educate, engage, and entertain residents of all 
ages and perpetuate their appreciation of dance as an art form. 

 
 

Major funding provided by the City of Tomball and Texas Commission on the Arts. 
Sponsored by Air Innovations LLC and Vintage Wellness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#    #    # 
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Houston Repertoire Ballet’s The Nutcracker  
2019 Media Coverage 

 
 
Houston Chronicle: 
https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/tomball/events/article/Houston-Repertoire-Ballet-
prepares-for-21st-14866770.php 
 
Houston Chronicle: 
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/entertainment/theater/article/What-s-on-Houston-stages-
this-week-14875913.php 
 
Culturemap: 
https://houston.culturemap.com/eventdetail/houston-repertoire-ballet-presents-the-
nutcracker/ 
 
Click2Houston.com 
https://www.click2houston.com/community-calendar#/details/Houston-Repertoire-Ballet-
Celebrates-its-21th-Nutcracker-Season/5558264/2019-12-07T19 
 
Click2Houston.com 
https://www.click2houston.com/community-calendar#/details/Houston-Repertoire-Ballet-
Celebrates-its-21th-Nutcracker-Season/5558264/2019-12-08T14 
 
Click2Houston.com 
https://www.click2houston.com/community-calendar#/details/Houston-Repertoire-Ballet-
Celebrates-its-21th-Nutcracker-Season/5558264/2019-12-08T19 
 
Click2Houston.com 
https://www.click2houston.com/community-calendar#/details/Houston-Repertoire-Ballet-
Celebrates-its-21th-Nutcracker-Season/5558264/2019-12-09T13 
 
Click2Houston.com 
https://www.click2houston.com/community-calendar#/details/Houston-Repertoire-Ballet-
Celebrates-its-21th-Nutcracker-Season/5558264/2019-12-09T16 
 
Tomball ISD: 
https://www.tomballisd.net/apps/news/article/1127924 
 
The Dance Dish: 
https://thedancedish.org/houston-repertoire-ballets-holiday-classic-nutcracker/ 
 
Klein ISD: 
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https://news.kleinisd.net/2019/11/25/klein-isd-students-featured-in-the-houston-repertoire-
ballets-21st-annual-performance-of-tchaikovskys-the-nutcracker/ 
 
Spring ISD: 
https://news.springisd.org/2019/11/a-springwoods-village-middle-school-student-to-dance-in-
the-houston-repertoire-ballets-the-nutcracker/ 
 
Woodtrace Community: 
https://woodtracecommunity.com/news/tomball-high-school-dancer-cast-houston-repertoire-
ballet%E2%80%99s-nutcracker 
 
Mommy Poppins: 
https://mommypoppins.com/houston-kids/event/indoor/houston-repertoire-ballet-presents-
the-nutcracker 
 
Kids Out and About: 
https://houston.kidsoutandabout.com/content/houston-repertoire-ballet-presents-its-21st-
annual-nutcracker-performance 
 
Katy Magazine: 
https://www.katymagazineonline.com/post/katy-students-perform-in-the-nutcracker 
 
Guide Star: 
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/76-0479345 
 
Community Impact: 
https://communityimpact.com/houston/bay-area/event-calendar/20/10/21/get-ready-for-the-
holidays-with-these-5-the-nutcracker-themed-events-in-league-city/ 
 
Tomball Community News: 
https://wildwoodcommunities.com/news?page=6 
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The City of Tomball 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant Application 

 
Optional Supporting Documentation 

4. Letters of Support 
Houston Repertoire Ballet – The Nutcracker 2021 

 
Please find attached letters of support from: 
 
1. JD Janda, Director of Fine Arts Tomball ISD 
2. Chad Schmidt, Principal Tomball Elementary 
3. Lauren Anderson, Houston Ballet Program Manager of Education and Community 
Engagement and dancer  with Houston Ballet from 1983 – 2006 
4. Gilbert Rome, cofounder and former co-director of Houston Repertoire Ballet 
 
Please find attached a testimonial from: 
 
Jared Matthews, Assistant Director of the Estonian National Ballet, Former Houston Ballet 
Principal Dancer and Houston Repertoire Ballet alumnus, 2001.   
Jared wrote this testimonial performed as the Cavalier in HRB’s The Nutcracker, 2017-2019. 
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d%w
Houston BalleT

June22,2018

To Whom lt May Concern:

My name is Lauren Anderson. I was a dancer wifh the Houston Ballet from 1983 - 2006. I am currently

Program Manager of the Education and Community Engagement department of the Houston Ballet. I

met Victoria Vittum when she came to teach ballet at Houston Ballet in 1998. I have known her for

many many years.

I have been a guest artist with Houston Repertoire Ballet, for which she is the Artistic Director. I know

the quality of her work as she has produced many dancers that have attended Houston Ballet

summer programs or have become members of the company and other ballet companies across the

nation.

As a person that leads the outreach program at the Houston Ballet, I know firsthand the importance

this experience brings to so many underserved children, particularly in the title one schools. I highly

support Ms. Vittum and Houston Repertoire Ballet in their efforts to expand the outreach program for

the Tomball lSD.

Please feel free to contact me at any time.

Sincerely,tu@
Ladren Anderson

Program Manager

Education and Community Engagement

la nderson@houstonba llef.org

713-535-3286

601 Preston Street I Houston, Texas 77OO2 I P713.523 6300 | F 713.523.4038 i houstonballet.orq
64

Item 2.



City of Tomball 
501 James Street 
Tomball, TX 77375 
 
       Gilbert Rome 
       424 West Solidelle 
       Chalmette, LA 70043 
 
 
Dear Members: 
 
I have had the opportunity and pleasure of working with Victoria Vittum for forty years. During this 
time, I recognized her ability as an instructor, choreographor and her ability to stage classical and 
modern ballets.  Over this period, the Inner City Program was formed under the direction of 
Margo Marshall (City Ballet of Houston).  Vicky auditioned hundreds of inner city children 
rehearsing them, as well as the company dancers. 
 
During our tenure with City Ballet of Houston, Vicky and I developed a friendship and a respect 
for each other's work.  In 1994, we decided it was time for us to join forces and form Houston 
Repertoire Ballet.  In 1996, we received our non-profit designation and the mission of the 
organization was established.  After a career spanning fifty years, I retired in 2005 but have 
continued to act in an advisory capacity.  It gives me great pleasure to have played a part in 
creating HRB and in knowing that since my retirement, the company has continued to grow 
artistically as well as in size and in its mission.  
 
The company has become an asset in its community of Tomball and North Houston. HRB's 
annual Nutcracker has joined with the Cypress Philharmonic for its Nutcracker season.  Its 
performances to sold out houses in Tomball have allowed HRB to develop its spring concert 
season and an outreach program.   
 
Many Houston Repertoire Ballet dancers have subsequently joined New York City Ballet, 
Houston Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Colorado Ballet, and many others.   
 
Houston Repertoire Ballet's having your support would be instrumentally significant in growing its 
mission.  Thank you for your time in making this consideration.   
 
Yours very truly, 
 
 
 
 
 
Gilbert Rome 
cofounder and former co-director of Houston Repertoire Ballet 
former member of National Ballet of Canada, Opera House Frankfurt Germany, Opera House 
Cologne, Germany, Houston Ballet, HSPVA, co-director of City Ballet of Houston  
 
P.S.:  To name a few produced by HRB -  
Mr. Jared Matthews, Principal Dancer with Houston Ballet 
Elizabeth Keller, Miami City Ballet 
Trey MacIntyre, Dance Project and principal with Idaho Ballet 
Morgan Buchanan, soloist with Colorado Ballet' Amaris Sharratt, Nebraska Ballet 
Janie Taylor, New York City Ballet 
Davida Haas, Houston Ballet and Joffrey Ballet  
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I have danced with American Ballet Theatre in New York for thirteen years achieving the
rank of Soloist.  I am currently in my third year as a Principal Dancer with Houston Ballet.
Throughout my career I have traveled the world performing in many famous opera houses and
theaters. I would not be where I am today without Victoria Vittum and Houston Repertoire
Ballet.

Victoria creates an environment where hard work and discipline is the foundation for
success.  Her  eye  for  detail  and  solid  classical  ballet  background  provide  students  the
opportunity  to  truly  learn and understand the art  form.  I  spent  all  of  my pre professional
training with Victoria and HRB. They gave me everything I needed to prepare for a professional
career in dance. Under Victoria's guidance I was slowly and methodically challenged year after
year  in  order  to  further  my  development.  Step  by  step  she  taught  me  classical  ballet.
Performing with HRB gave me the experience of being on stage in front of an audience and
showing all that we had worked on in the studio. These experiences were crucial to me as a
young dancer.

Victoria and HRB continue their mission of training young classical dancers. I am proud
to call myself an alumnus, and I am forever grateful for all they have given me.

Jared Matthews
Principal Dancer
Houston Ballet
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TAC Board Meeting 

Agenda Item 

Data Sheet 
Meeting Date: 10/26/2021 

Topic: 

Consideration of Application from the Tomball Sister Cities Organization for Grant from Hotel 

Occupancy Funds. 

Background: 

 

Origination: Finance 

Recommendation: 

 

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda: Glenn Windsor, Finance Director 

FUNDING (IF APPLICABLE) 

Are funds specifically designated in the current budget for the full amount required for this purpose? 

Yes:    X No:        If yes, specify Account Number:   240-240-6359 

If no, funds will be transferred from account   To account  

 

Signed Glenn Windsor, CPA  Approved by   

 Finance Director 10/26/2021  City Manager Date 
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City Council Meeting 

Agenda Item 

Data Sheet 
Meeting Date: October 26, 2021 

Topic: 

Appoint/Reappoint members to Position 2, 5, and 8 of the Tourism Advisory Committee Board, 

expiring December 5, 2021 

Background: 

Tracy contacted all Board Members whose terms were expiring via email: Ted Mielke, Chris McCall, 

and Raymond Francois. She received a response from R. Francois who is committed to being allowed to 

serve the board in his current capacity. 

 In addition, an application was received from Kailey Moore who has expressed to serve on the board. 

She is eligible to serve on the board as a Tomball Business owner. 

Origination: City Secretary Office 

Recommendation: 

n/a 

Party(ies) responsible for placing this item on agenda: Tracylynn Garcia, Asst City Secretary 

FUNDING (IF APPLICABLE) 

Are funds specifically designated in the current budget for the full amount required for this purpose? 

Yes:  No:  If yes, specify Account Number:   # 

If no, funds will be transferred from account  # To account # 

 

Signed Tracylynn Garcia  Approved by    

 Staff Member Date  City Manager Date 
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