A GROWING COMMUNITY SINCE 1883

AGENDA FOR LAKE COMMITTEE

A Lake Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, May 16, 2024 at 5:00 PM
in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI.

https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/27086080807?pwd=2TZ0cmILVEFEb1dzVDNwdi91UHFYQT09

Meeting ID: 270 860 8080
Passcode: 206751

Dial by your location
1312 626 6799

Call to Order / Roll Call
Introduction of New Members
Elect Chair & Vice Chair
Approve Minutes

March 2024 Minutes

AP w N PF

5 Adaptive Management

6 Climate Change Task Force Update

7. Warden Update

8 Lakes & Rivers Water Testing Training Seminar
9 Lake Tomah Management Plan

10. Golden Sands Weed Survey

11. Boat Dock Approvals

12. Discussion and Recommendation on Boat Dock Ordinance
13. Kayak Launch Update

14. Chairman Updates

15. Future Meeting Date: July 18, 2024

16. Adjourn

NOTICE: It is possible that a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in
attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information. No action will be taken by any governmental body at
the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice. Please note
that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through
appropriate aids and services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Becki Weyer, City Clerk,
at 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI 54660.




Minutes FOR LAKE COMMITTEE
A Lake Committee was held on Monday, March 25, 2024 at 2:00 PM in the 2nd Floor at City
Hall, 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI.

The meeting was called to order by Lamont Kiefer at 2:00 PM

Call to Order / Roll Call

Roll call was taken with Commissioners, Lamont Kiefer, Kim Mello, JoAnne Klinker, Duane
Chapman, Lee Lang, John Rusch, JoAnne Klinker, and Kevin Arkeketa present. Also present,
Director Kirk Arity, Bob Micheel, Jodi Lepsch, Warden Modjeski, Kurt Rasmussen and Tommy
Hill.

Approve Minutes
Motion by Lang, second by Arkeketa to approve January 2024 Minutes. All ayes. Motion carried.
Discussion with DNR Representatives on Management Options for Lake Tomah

Questions were organized by the Committee and Jodi Lepsch from Wisconsin DNR went through
the questions with the Committee and residence in attendance. There was input from Kurt
Rasmussen who is a water quality biologist with the DNR and Tommy Hill who is a fish biologist
with the DNR.

Adaptive Management

Bob Micheel gave an update on adaptive management. He stated the DNR recently hired Brad
Robertson and he will handle any Ag related.

Climate Change Task Force Update

Bob Micheel gave an update on climate change task force. 6-8 farms in the county have planted
cover crops. 27 weather stations in areas known for flooding. 70 well water samples were taken.
Residents will receive their data in the mail and there will be an informational meeting at the end of
April to go over results.

Warden Update

Warden Modjeski stated there have been no complaints in the last month. Ducks and geese are
seen south of the buoy line in Lake Tomah.

Boat Dock Approvals

-None
Discussion on Ordinance Regarding Boat Dock Removals

Sec 30-84: Discussion on the possibility of rewriting the ordinance.
Tree Removals

Tree at the condos was removed. A resident approached the street dept about an oak tree on their
property. The City will not remove the oak tree as it is still alive but the resident can trim the tree.

Chairman Updates/Upcoming Annual Committee Reorganization

JoAnn Klinker and John Rusch seats will be open 4/1/2024. John Rusch says he will retire from his
position and has a recommendation for his seat once the mayoral election is complete. JoAnn
Klinker expressed she would like to stay with the committee.

Future Meeting Date: April 18, 2024
No April meeting is needed. Next Lake Committee meeting will be May 16, 2024.
Adjourn Motion by Lang, second by Mello to adjourn at 4:08PM.

Written and submitted by Casey Kinnear
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QUESTIONS:

1.

How does aquatic vegetation spread? Seeds and/or root systems
Depends on the vegetation.

Is dredging the muck layer with the weeds and roots an effective weed control method?
Dredging will provide a couple years of relief. It is expensive and doesn’t provide much relief.
Chemical treatment is not an option.
a. If so, how long can we expect it to last? 5, 10, 15, 20 yrs?
Less than 5 years.

Pros and cons of putting several small 20 ft deep pockets in the lake bottom during a dredging
process?
It would create a habitat for fish but wouldn’t solve weed problem.

Thoughts on a plan to dredge in phases for 3 to 5 yrs to accomplish weed control goals. Then
hopefully no need for say, 10 yrs. Repeat the process, when necessary, as a long-term
management plan???

Vegetation will come back and dredging would need to be done every year or every couple of
years.

Is a weed harvester that pulls weeds more effective than ones that cuts them? Wouldn’t you be
dealing with less maintenance with no cutting bar?

There are 3 types of harvesters. Cutting, roller ball, and pulling. If a pulling harvester is used a
dredging permit is also needed from the DNR. Jodi suggested a harvester would be best for Lake
Tomah. Jodi suggested prior to any method used, a plant study should be done on the Lake.

When weed harvesting is necessary, isn’t it necessary to continue it from that time forward until a
major project is initiated and completed, such as dredging?
There is no one and done solution for weeds. Any process will need to be repeated year after year.

Do we need or should we consider collecting any more information or data from the lake or the
watershed?

Kurt Rasmussen believes no additional sampling is needed as there is plenty of data on Lake
Tomah.




GOLDEN SANDS RESOURCE CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, INC,
Conservation That Works!

1100 Main Street, Suite #150, Stevens Point, WI 54487 | (715) 343-6215 | goldensandsred.org

A 507(c)3 non-profit conservation organization

AGREEMENT
City of Tomah (Tomah Lake) &
GOLDEN SANDS RC&D COUNCIL. INC.

This contract entered into by and between the City of Tomah and Golden Sands Resource
Conservation & Development Council, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as Golden Sands) for the
purpose of a 2025 Curly Leaf Pondweed (CLP) Project and Point Intercept (PI) Survey at
Tomah Lake in Monroe County. The City of Tomah agrees to pay Golden Sands up to
$7,934.00 for work performed in carrying out the 2025 CLP project and Pl survey. Project
Budget is attached starting on page 2. These costs include labor, equipment, mobilization
and direct costs to complete this project. If extra mobilization is required because of weather
or other environmental factors, additional mobilization charges may apply.

Golden Sands agrees to:

e Perform a spring 2025 visual survey of CLP and map all populations found. Provide
maps and summary to the city of Tomah.

e Perform a summer 2025 aquatic plant Pl survey to provide updated plant data. Enter
all data and provide a summary to the city of Tomah and WDNR.

e Provide a final invoice 60 days following project completion..

The City of Tomah agrees to:

e Pay invoices within 30 days of receipt.

4/12/2024
Executive Director, Golden Sands RC&D Council, Inc. Date
Signature Date

Print Name and Title of authorized representative for City of Tomah

We are a 501(c)3 non-profit conservation organization celebrating over 50 years of solutions for a healthy environment and economy.

Serving the Wisconsin Counties of Adams, Columbia, Green Lak a au, Marathon, Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Taylor, Waupaca,
Waushg ood




PROJECT BUDGET

2025 CLP Survey
Expenses Amount of Expense
Labor: Travel, field work, reporting, & equipment
decontamination* (2 staff) $1,650
Boat $300
Equipment $50
Mileage $107
Fuel $15
Total Project Expense $2,122

* Decontamination of equipment is required

2025 Point-Intercept Survey

Expenses Amount of Expense
Labor: Travel, field work, reporting, & equipment

decontamination* (2 staff) $3,850

Boat $900
Equipment $50

Mileage $107

Fuel $30

Lodging & meals $648

Total Project Expense $5,585

* Decontamination of equipment is required

Combined Total Project Expense

Expenses Amount of Expense
CLP Survey Total Project Expense $2,122
Pl Survey Total Project Expense $5,585
Total Project Expense $7,707
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