
 
 

AGENDA FOR LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MEETING NOTICE 
 
A Long Range Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 5:30 PM  

in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI. 
 
 

***SPECIAL NOTE*** 

The Citizen Participation Committee and the Long Range Planning Committee will be a combined 
meeting with two (2) agendas. 

On March 30, 2021 at a Special Council meeting, the Common Council appointed the Long Range 
Planning Committee (LRPC) to sit as the members for the newly created Citizen Participation 
Committee (CPC).  The CPC will meet first at 5:30 p.m. to take roll call and conduct business.  Once 
the CPC adjourns, the LRPC will take roll call and discuss agenda items.   

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/94727424692?pwd=MVIzK24wNHIrMWhQL2xNWkdHQWdTdz09 

Dial by your location:   +1-312-626-6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 947 2742 4692  |  Passcode: 874740 

 

1. AGENDA: 

A. Call to Order - Roll Call 

B. Approval of March 23, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

C. Discuss Design Standards Amendment for Properties Located in Transitional Area 

D. Reviewing Certificate of Appropriateness and Waiver Request - 411 Superior Avenue 

E. Reviewing Certificate of Appropriateness and Waiver Request - 111 E. Jackson St. 

F. Discussion on Food Truck Regulations 

G. Building Inspector Project Updates 

H. Administrator Updates 

2. NEXT MEETING DATE: ENTER DATE HERE 

A. May 25, 2021 

3. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

NOTICE: It is possible that a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in 
attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at 
the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  Please note 
that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through 
appropriate aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact JoAnn Cram, City Clerk, 
at 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI 54660. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
The City of Tomah Long Range Planning Committee met on Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. via 
Zoom teleconference.  The meeting access information was provided on the posted agenda. The meeting 
agenda notice was posted at City Hall and on the City’s website in compliance with the provisions of 
Section 19.84 Wisconsin Statutes.  
 
Call to Order – Roll Call:  Member Chair Travis Scholze called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  
Members present: Remy Gomez, Jeff Holthaus, Dustin Powell, Pete Reichardt, Travis Scholze, Tina 
Thompson, and Joanne Westpfahl.  Absent: Mike Murray and Shawn Zabinski.  Quorum present.   
 
Also in attendance:  City Administrator Brad Hanson, Alderperson Lamont Kiefer, and Deputy City Clerk 
Berta Downs. 
 
Approval of February 23, 2021 Minutes:  Motion by Westpfahl, second by Thompson to approve the 
minutes of the February 23, 2021 meeting.  Motion carried.    
 
Building Inspector Updates:  No updates at this time. 
 
Administrative Updates:  Hanson summarized about the different TID/TIF districts in Tomah, involving 
city resident land owners with their concerns of tax raises, inquiring property for the Fire Department storm 
water issues, and working on the grant process for the new Fire Department building.  Hanson advised 
he’d like the Common Council to formally recognize the Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) 
members to sit on the Citizen Participation Committee (CPC) for the CDBG Program and appoint them at 
the next available council meeting.  This new committee would require one member to be certified as a 
low income and would be kept confidential.  
 
Tax Increment District (TID) Cash Flow Reporting:  Hanson provided documentation of the cash flow 
for the city’s TID accounts.  The city is currently working with a multi-million dollar vendor that could 
potentially bring in 50 jobs to the city and would be constructed within an existing TID.     
 
Next Meeting Date:  April 27, 2021. 
 
Adjournment:  Motion by Thompson, seconded by Gomez to adjourn at 6:09 p.m.  Motion carried.   
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 

Berta Downs  

Berta Downs, Deputy City Clerk, March 26, 2021 
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Memo 

  
 

  To:  Tomah Long Range Planning Committee 

  From:  Steve Tremlett, Community Planner 

  Subject:  Re: Downtown Design Standards Amendment ‐ Colors & Materials 

  Date:  April 19, 2021 

     
 
Long Range Planning Committee Members, 
 
There have been several waivers considered/approved allowing building to have vinyl siding  in the transitional 
area of the downtown, which is prohibited per the Downtown Design Standards.  The intent of the waiver process 
is to allow an exemption due to unique situations such as: 1) inability to meet the standard on their property; 2) 
it creates an undue hardship; or, 3) the  intent of the standard can be met successfully through an alternative 
design.  To maintain this as a special case exemption/waiver, I am recommending amending the standards to allow 
for vinyl siding in the transitional area of the downtown with two options provided.  Either option will relax the 
material restrictions that appear to be too stringent per recent waivers allowed. 
 
 

OPTION 1: No use on Superior Avenue, but allow use on all other sides. 
 

Colors & Materials (P24)  

 Standard #3: Prohibited building materials  include gravel aggregate materials, rough sawn wood, vinyl 
siding (Superior Avenue facades only), manufactured stone veneer, and polished stone. 

 Standard #5b: Transitional Area only, vinyl siding shall not cover more than seventy‐five (75) percent of 
all non‐Superior Avenue facing facades.  Vinyl siding is prohibited on facades facing Superior Avenue. 

 
OPTION 2: Allow for accent use on Superior Avenue, and use as the primary material on all other sides.  
(Note: increase in allowance of metal panel/siding systems on all other sides in this amendment as well) 
 

Colors & Materials (P24)  

 Standard #3: Prohibited building materials  include gravel aggregate materials, rough sawn wood, vinyl 
siding, manufactured stone veneer, and polished stone. 

 Standard #5: Transitional Area only, vinyl siding, metal panel/siding systems and other panelized products 
shall not cover more than twenty‐five (25) percent of facades facing Superior Avenue and shall not cover 
more than fifty (50) seventy‐five (75) percent of all other facades. 

 
 
Attachment: Design Standards: Colors & Materials (P24) 
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24 City of Tomah, WI

1. Day-glo or fluorescent colors are prohibited.

2. Bright colors are prohibited for the primary
facade color, but are acceptable as a secondary
color to highlight expression lines or details.

3. Prohibited building materials include gravel
aggregate materials, rough sawn wood, vinyl siding,
manufactured stone veneer, and polished stone.

4. Downtown Core Only, metal panel/siding
systems and other panelized products are
prohibited on facades that are visible from Superior
Avenue (i.e., Superior Avenue facades and corner
facades), and shall not cover more than twenty-five
(25) percent on all other facades.

5. Transitional Area only, metal panel/siding
systems and other panelized products shall not
cover more than twenty-five (25) percent of
facades facing Superior Avenue and shall not cover
more than fifty (50) percent of all other facades.

6. EIFS, metal panel/siding systems and other
panelized products are prohibited at the base
of the building where susceptible to damage (a
minimum of three (3) feet above grade).

7. A picture and a sample of each exterior material
and a facade illustration that indicates colors/
materials shall be submitted with the Checklist.

A. Muted tones are preferred for the primary
facade color (see color palettes on the right).
B. Preferred exterior finish materials include kiln-
fired brick, terra cotta, wood siding / details, fiber
cement siding, engineered wood siding (e.g., LP
smartside, TruWood), and high-quality natural cut
stone or brick veneer.
C. Where allowed, metal siding/panels are
encouraged to be horizontally-oriented and use
panels with deep/mega rib spacing (e.g., 7.2
panel) with a concealed fasteners system.
D. EIFS is discouraged as a principle facade
material.

APPROPRIATE Example of preferred 
colors for the primary facade, meeting 
Recommendation “A”.

INTENT: To reinforce the existing character, and to provide for variety and visual 
interest.

Colors & Materials

NOT PERMITTED 
(from top left to 
bottom right): 
aggregate material, 
vinyl siding, 
manufactured stone 
veneer, and polished 
stone.

NOT PERMITTED The above materials are not 
permitted as the primary building material on 
facades facing Superior Avenue, cross streets of 
Superior (up to alley) or river/riverwalk (from left 
to right): corrugated metal, ribbed metal and other 
panelized metal products.

Use of metal 
products as an 
accent material 
above the base 
of the building 
is allowed; 
however, use 
as a primary 
facade material 
is prohibited.  

NOT  PERMITTED

APPROPRIATE

Standards

Recommendations
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Memo 

  
 

  To:  Tomah Long Range Planning Committee 

  From:  Steve Tremlett, Community Planner 

  Subject:  Re: Food Truck Regulations 

  Date:  April 19, 2021 

     
 
Long Range Planning Committee Members, 
 
There  has  been  interest  in  setting  up  food  carts/trucks/vendors  in  the  City  with  the  latest  request  in  the 
downtown. This use does provide a benefit to the community (and the downtown), as it provides a unique place 
of activity and can offer a low cost start‐up opportunity for an eatery/café/restaurant.  However, it can also detract 
if not maintained/run/designed properly. 
 
Current City  regulations do not describe how  to permit  this use. A direct sellers permit  is  required under  the 
Chapter 32 (Peddlers, Solicitors and Direct Sellers); however, it does not address in great detail specific criteria 
related to the location and operations of food carts/trucks/vendors.   
 
There are two major concerns with allowing this use: 1) How do you procedural approve and keep track of this 
temporary use?; and, 2) What regulations should be established with the use (during operation and during off 
hours) and should the requirements differ by location ‐ downtown vs. another location? 
 
To  begin  this  conversation,  I  am  providing  regulations  and  design  standards  developed  in  other Wisconsin 
communities.  The first attachment provides additional regulations under the Peddlers, Solicitors and Direct Sellers 
Chapter with the second providing design standards and recommendations for use in the downtown.  The latter 
might be something to consider for the downtown (non‐transitional area), but revised to be a bit more relaxed on 
the standards. 
 
 
 
 
Attachment: Sun Prairie Ordinance Language; Wisconsin Dells Design Standards (Food Vendor) 
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A.  Any person delivering newspapers, fuel, dairy products or bakery goods to regular customers 
on established routes;  

B.  Any person selling goods at wholesale to dealers in such goods;  

C.  Any person selling agricultural products which such person or member(s) of his or her 
immediate family has grown;  

D.  Any permanent merchant or employee thereof who takes orders away from the established 
place of business for goods regularly offered for sale by such merchant within this county and 
who delivers such goods in their regular course of business;  

E.  Any person who has an established place or business where the goods being sold are offered 
for sale on a regular basis, and in which the buyer has initiated contact with, and specifically 
requested a home visit by, such person;  

F.  Any person who has had, or one who represents a company which has had, a prior business 
transaction, such as a prior sale or credit arrangement, with the prospective customer;  

G.  Reserved;  

H.  Any person holding a sale required by statute or by order of any court and any person 
conducting a bona fide auction sale pursuant to law;  

I.  Any employee, officer or agent of a charitable organization who engages in direct sales for or on 
behalf of such organization, provided that there is submitted to the city clerk proof that such 
charitable organization is registered under Section 440.42, Wisconsin Statutes. Any charitable 
organization not registered under Section 440.42, Wisconsin Statutes, or which is exempt from 
that statute's registration requirements shall be required to register under this chapter. Except 
those persons who are not members of the organization and who have been independently 
contracted by and receive compensation for their solicitation activities from the herein described 
organizations, these persons are required to obtain a solicitor's permit;  

J.  Any person who claims to be a permanent merchant; provided, that there is submitted to the city 
clerk, proof that such person has leased for at least one year, or purchased, the premises from 
which he or she is conducting business;  

K.  No permit shall be required of any vendor participating in the Downtown Farmer's Market.  

(Ord. 596, § 1, 4-7-2015) 

5.32.040 - Registration.  

A.  Applicants for registration must complete and return to the city clerk an application form furnished by 
the clerk which shall require the following information:  

1.  Full name (first, middle, last), permanent address and telephone number, and temporary 
address and phone number, if any.  

2.  Height, weight, gender, color of hair and eyes, date of birth, driver's license number or state 
issued identification number, and state issuing driver's license or identification.  

3.  Name, address, email address and telephone number of the person, firm, association or 
corporation that the direct seller represents or is employed by, or whose merchandise is being 
sold.  

4.  Street address and telephone number from which business will be conducted, if any.  

5.  Nature of business to be conducted and a description of the goods offered, and any services 
offered.  

6.  Proposed method of delivery of goods, if applicable.  

Item F.
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7.  Make, model and license number of any vehicle to be used by applicant in the conduct of his or 
her business, state of vehicle registration.  

8.  List of last cities, villages, towns, not to exceed three, with name of contact persons and 
addresses where applicant conducted similar business, prior to making this application.  

9.  Address and phone number where applicant can be contacted for at least seven days after 
leaving this city.  

10.  Statement as to whether applicant has been convicted of any crime, ordinance or statutory 
violation within the last five years; the nature and date of the offense and the place and date of 
conviction.  

11.  The applicant may be requested to come to the municipal building to pick up the permit or for 
additional clarification concerning the information received on the application.  

12.  A photograph approximately two inches by two inches showing the head and shoulders of 
such person, which has been taken not more than one year prior to such application.  

13.  A copy of any other license or permit required by the State of Wisconsin, Dane County, or the 
city of Sun Prairie for the applicant's business activity.  

14.  If vending is for outdoor sales applicant shall provide a site plan for the location where the unit 
will be located. The plan shall include a drawing showing the street address, location of unit, 
signage to be used, traffic and pedestrian flow. The site plan will also state the size of the 
vending unit and equipment specifications.  

15.  A mobile vendor applicant will submit a description and specification of the unit the sales will 
be conducted from.  

B.  In addition to the above requirements outdoor vendors shall also provide the following information:  

1.  The zoning for the property upon which the outdoor vending activities will occur and a copy of 
the approved zoning permit, if necessary.  

2.  Written authorization from a landowner to the outdoor vendor to use the landowner's premises 
for outdoor vending activities. The authorization document shall give the address of the property 
and the beginning and ending dates for such authorization.  

3.  A sign-off of the application document that the applicant has met with and received approval 
from a member of the city planning department, and that the application complies with city 
zoning requirements and permits.  

4.  If the outdoor vendor is to be located in a city park the applicant shall also provide a sign-off of 
the application document that the applicant has met with and received approval from the 
recreation and public works directors, and that the application complies with all requirements of 
that department.  

C.  Applicant shall present to the city clerk for examination and to make copies:  

1.  A driver's license, state issued ID, or passport as may be reasonably required;  

2.  A state certificate of examination and approval from the sealer of weights and measures where 
applicant's business requires use of weighing and measuring devices approved by state 
authorities;  

3.  A state health officer's certificate where applicant's business involves the handling of food, 
clothing, humans or animals and is required to be certified under state law; such certificate to 
state that applicant is apparently free from any contagious or infectious disease, dated not more 
than ninety (90) days prior to the date the application for a permit is made.  

D.  Permit Registration Fee.  

1.  At the time the application is returned, the fees shall be paid to the city clerk. The fee for a 
solicitor's permit shall be: thirty dollars ($30.00) per week; sixty-five dollars ($65.00) per month; 
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three hundred dollars ($300.00) per year. Annual licenses issued on or after July 1 shall be 
issued for one-half the required fee. In addition to the fees stated, all processed applications will 
be assessed the actual cost of the background check as incurred by the city.  

2.  Door-to-door solicitors and mobile vendors must apply for a separate permit for each person.  

3.  An outdoor vendor may employ one assistant without payment of an additional permit fee. Each 
person must file a separate application form.  

4.  If the application is for an outdoor vending permit to be located in a city park the applicant shall 
pay the registration fee, plus any expenses for additional services for cleanup and maintenance 
of the location as authorized by the public works director.  

5.  The permit fee for a mobile food vending unit shall be one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) per 
year. The permit shall be good from January 1 through December 31 of the year for which the 
permit is granted. A permit is required for each cart. The fee for each mobile food vendor is 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00). In addition to the fees stated, all processed applications will be 
assessed the actual cost of the background check as incurred by the city.  

6.  Upon payment of such fee, the signing of such statement, and approval from the appropriate 
departments, the city clerk shall issue the applicant a permit and date the entry.  

E.  Sponsors for Juveniles.  

1.  No person under the age of eighteen (18) years of age shall be permitted to engage in 
solicitation activities except as provided in this subsection or as provided as exception under 
Section 5.32.030.  

2.  An adult person may act as a sponsor for one or more persons under the age of eighteen (18). 
The sponsor shall apply for and obtain a permit required by this section before any door-to-door 
sales, mobile food vending, mobile vending, or outdoor vending activities are engaged in by the 
juveniles being sponsored. A sponsor shall at the time of application provide the city clerk with a 
list of the names, addresses and telephone numbers of all juveniles being sponsored. Each 
sponsor and juvenile sponsored shall complete an application and pay the appropriate fee.  

3.  The sponsor shall be responsible for supervising and controlling the conduct of all persons 
under eighteen (18) years of age who engage in door-to-door solicitation activities under the 
sponsor's permit. The sponsor shall be liable for payment of any forfeiture imposed for 
violations by the juvenile of any of the terms and conditions of the sponsor's permit, including 
the regulations and restrictions set forth in this section.  

4.  A sponsor shall comply with all requirements of applicable state and federal employment laws, 
including laws pertaining to the employment of minors.  

5.  The sponsor shall require all persons under eighteen (18) years of age to wear such 
identification as required under this section, so that it is clearly visible at all times when the 
individual is engaged in solicitation activities.  

F.  Requirements for Mobile Food Vending. The following restrictions apply to all mobile food vendors 
and mobile food vending units operating within the city:  

1.  All mobile food vending units must comply with the Public Health Madison and Dane County 
requirements for mobile food establishments.  

2.  Food vending units may locate in any legal parking space within a city right-of-way, except on 
arterial streets or on the same side of the street as residential uses.  

3.  Mobile food vending units may not locate within two hundred (200) feet of the property line of a 
fast-food restaurant or restaurant as defined in Section 17.08.040.  

4.  Mobile food vending shall only be permitted between the hours of seven a.m. and nine p.m.  

5.  Seating for consumer consumption of products sold is not allowed within the right-of-way.  
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6.  Mobile food vendors shall provide a minimum four foot clearance on sidewalks and rights-of-
way for pedestrian access and traffic.  

7.  When operating in the public right-of-way, serving and dispensing of food products shall be 
directed toward the sidewalk or terrace area immediately adjacent to the food vending unit.  

8.  No mobile food vendor shall conduct business within twenty (20) feet of a fire hydrant.  

9.  A mobile food vending unit shall maintain clear access and visibility of cross walks and street 
corners.  

10.  No mobile food vendor shall conduct business within three hundred (300) feet of school 
property during school hours, unless written permission is granted by the school superintendent 
or other equivalent authority and such documentation is placed on file with the city clerk.  

11.  To encourage the integrity, comprehensiveness and success of special events, the Sun Prairie 
Farmer's Market, or other city approved events, no mobile food vending units shall be permitted 
on public streets, sidewalks or in any city parks within five hundred (500) feet of the event 
premises where the city of Sun Prairie has issued a special event permit or other approval 
during the hours approved for such event, unless the mobile food vending unit is part of the 
aforementioned event.  

12.  Connection of a mobile food vending unit to a public source of electricity, water or sewer is 
prohibited.  

13.  No mobile food vendor may use any public property such as light poles or other utility poles, 
flower planters, trees, or other amenities to attach any ropes, posters, signs, electrical cords, or 
other objects used in his/her operations.  

14.  Food vending and adjoining areas shall be kept clean and free from litter, garbage, rubble, and 
debris at all times. All mobile food vending units shall be equipped with at least one leak-proof 
container for the deposit of waste, garbage, litter and refuse. All such containers shall be kept 
covered with tight-fitting lids. When leaving vending area, the mobile vendor and his/her 
employee(s) shall be responsible for the removal of all litter resulting from the vending 
operations.  

15.  The permitee or other operator of a mobile food vending unit shall be present with the mobile 
food vending unit at all times during which products are displayed or sold, except that a licensee 
or other operator may leave his/her vending location and mobile food vending unit unattended 
during lawful vending hours for a maximum of four hours, provided the mobile food vending unit 
does not impede pedestrian or vehicular access or traffic.  

16.  The Sun Prairie Police Department shall have the authority to remove or cause the removal of 
any food vending equipment, mobile food vending unit, food, beverages, goods, wares or 
merchandise found on the highway, street, alley, sidewalk, public right-of-way or other vending 
location in violation of this chapter. In addition to any forfeiture that may be imposed, the violator 
shall also be liable for any removal, towing and storage charges incurred by the city as a result.  

17.  Mobile food vendors, who have obtained a permit through the city of Sun Prairie and obtained 
written permission from the property owner, may locate on private or public property other than 
in the right-of-way, up to thirty (30) days per calendar year, provided the mobile food vending 
unit does not impair traffic flow or obstruct vision for intersecting streets, driveways, sidewalks 
or other traffic areas. Vendors may operate up to an additional thirty (30) days on private 
property, but no more than sixty (60) days in total, subject to approval of the property owner and 
the city clerk.  

18.  If locating a mobile food vending unit on public property, the permit application is subject to 
review and approval by the public works and police departments prior to issuance by the city 
clerk.  

(Ord. 596, § 1, 4-7-2015) 
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32 City of Wisconsin Dells, WI
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INTENT: The City of Wisconsin Dells has determined that such service can create an 
enjoyable atmosphere for visitors that would serve as a benefit for the community, 
provided that such service is planned and managed properly.

Outdoor Food Service - General

Standards
1. Outdoor food service shall be on private 
property and shall be tied to the on-premise 
business (i.e., selling similar products already 
available in the store).

2. Outdoor food service areas shall meet the City’s 
Code Section 19.811(A) or 19.811(B), whichever 
is applicable. Vending Unit(s) shall meet the 
Outdoor Food Service - Vending Unit standards in 
this handbook (pages 34-35).

3. All ancillary structures of a permanent nature, 
including, but not limited to, storage facilities, 
restrooms and seating pavilions, shall comply 
with all applicable building standards within this 
handbook and applicable City, County and State 
building requirements.

4. Private Outdoor Commercial Food and 
Beverage Service (Large Scale) shall be no more 
than fifty (50) percent of the floor area of the 
restaurant/tavern, unless conditionally approved 
by the DRC.

5. Private Outdoor Commercial Food and 
Beverage Service (Small Scale) shall be no more 
than fifteen hundred (1,500) square feet in size.

6. All outdoor food service areas open to the 
public shall be ADA compliant.  Non-paved 
flooring surface is prohibited in these areas, 
unless approved by the DRC.  Floor coverings are 
prohibited, including artificial turf, paint, and 
carpet.

7. Building entrances shall have a direct clear path 
unimpeded (minimum of five (5) feet) for ingress 
and egress. 

8. Dining furniture (e.g., tables, chairs, bar stools, 
picnic tables, etc.) shall be of commercial grade, 
and shall be constructed primarily of finished-
grade wood, metal or composite material.  
Prohibited dining furniture include: lightweight 
materials, unstained/unpainted pressure-treated 
wood, and/or primarily plastic.  

StandardsAPPROPRIATE  EXAMPLES

Item F.

stremlett
Text Box
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Recommendations
A. Umbrellas constructed of metal is discouraged.

B. Branded umbrellas including business logos are 
discouraged.

C. Use of living plants and flowers to soften hard 
surfaces is strongly encouraged.

D. Use of a mix of square and round table styles, 
as well as a multiple sized tables, is encouraged.

9. Structures used to provide shelter to customers 
shall be permanent in nature. 

10. Receptacles shall be provided, maintained and 
approved by DRC. 

11. Raised seating areas over public right-of-way 
(i.e., more than four (4) feet above the adjacent 
ground level) shall not have tables placed closer 
than two (2) feet from the edge, unless a system 
is in place to catch/stop potential items from 
going over the edge (e.g., solid wall, glass railing, 
breathable fabric, etc.).  Opaque fabric attached 
to a railing is prohibited, and shall not meet this 
standard.

12. Dumpsters shall not be used for customer 
disposal, and if dumpsters are located in the 
outdoor food service area they shall be screened.  

13. Umbrellas shall use a canvas-type fabric, shall 
complement the building style and color schema, 
and shall provide a minimum of seven (7) foot 
vertical clearance.

14. Sales from RVs, Food Trucks and tents are 
prohibited.

A P P R O P R I A T E 
Both examples on 
the left show how 
table layout can help 
to mitigate potential 
dropped items from 
a balcony. Either 
place chairs against 
railings (vs. tables) 
and/or use planters 
or other aesthetically-
pleasing barriers.

APPROPRIATE  EXAMPLES

Item F.
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INTENT: The City of Wisconsin Dells has determined that such service can create an 
enjoyable atmosphere for visitors that would serve as a benefit for the community, 
provided that such service is planned and managed properly.

Outdoor Food Service - Vending Unit

Standards
1. Vending Unit shall be either a Food Cart or 
Food Trailer.   

2. Vending Unit shall be on private property and 
shall be tied to the on-premise business (i.e., 
selling similar products already available in the 
store).

3. Vending Unit shall meet applicable standards 
in this handbook, specifically Signage Design - 
General (pages 10-15) and Outdoor Food Service 
- General (pages 30-31).

4. If designed with a base, it shall be solid, 
permanent, and use high-quality materials  (e.g., 
wood fencing/ platform, solid concrete, brick wall, 
etc.).  Plastic materials, concrete block, fabric, 
and other loose materials are prohibited base 
materials.  

5. Vending Unit shall be located on a paved pad, 
and shall adhere to the setback requirements of 
the underlying zoning district or a minimum of six 
(6) feet from all property lines, whichever distance 
is greater.  

6. If multiple (vending unit) pads are proposed, 
they shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet a part.

7. Vending Unit shall not be more than twenty-six 
(26) feet long or more than ten (10) feet tall. 

8. Vending Unit shall be constructed of quality 
materials and shall be designed as one cohesive 
unit.

9. Vending Unit shall have integral roofs or 
umbrellas.  

10. Awnings or umbrellas affixed to the Vending 
Unit shall be comprised of metal or canvas-type 
fabric, and shall provide a minimum of seven (7) 
foot vertical clearance.

11. Vending Unit shall enclose or screen from 
view of the right-of-way and abutting residentially 
zoned property all accessory items not used by 
customers, including, but not limited to, tanks, 
barrels, or other accessory items.  

APPROPRIATE  EXAMPLESAPPROPRIATE  EXAMPLES

Item F.
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Recommendations
A. Designs that incorporate faux looking materials 
is discouraged (see exmaple below).

B. An adjustable/pop-up panelized roof system is 
discouraged (see image below).

NOT PERMITTED  EXAMPLES

NOT PERMITTED Food trucks are not allowed in 
the downtown.

12. Floor coverings are prohibited, including 
artificial turf, paint, and carpet.

13. Generators are prohibited from being used 
with the Vending Unit.

NOT PERMITTED  Exposed (unscreened) 
accessory items (such as gas tanks) and use of 
floor coverings are prohibited.

NOT PERMITTED Loose straw-like skirts at the 
base of the food cart is prohibited.

Item F.
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