
 
 

AGENDA FOR PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING NOTICE 
 

A Planning Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, May 01, 2025 at 5:30 PM  
in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI. 

 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2708608080?pwd=ZTZ0cmlLVEFEb1dzVDNwdi91UHFYQT09 

Meeting ID: 270 860 8080  

Passcode: 206751  

One tap mobile +13126266799,,2708608080#,,,,*206751# US (Chicago)  

AGENDA 

Call To Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Election: Chairperson 

Election: Vice Chairperson 

Election: Secretary 

Anyone Desiring to Appear Before the Commission 

Presentation and Open Discussion: Habitat For Humanity of Greater La Crosse (Kahya Fox) 

Approval: Recommendation to Staff on Way Forward for Sign of Don Roscovius 

Approval: Recommendation to Staff on Way Forward for Sign of Dr. Mark Mueller 

Approval: Certified Survey Map Submitted by Leigh Bardon 

Approval: 3 April 2025 Meeting Minutes 

Approval: Direct Staff to Develop Amendment to Municipal Code Sec. 8-61: Housing of farm and 
exotic animals prohibited 

Approval: Direct Staff to Develop an Ordinance Allowing Outdoor Dining in Downtown 

Approval: Special Meeting on Monday 5 May at 5:30pm to Receive City Detect Presentation 

Discussion: Future Agenda Items 

Approval: Future Regular Meeting Date Thursday 6 June at 5:30pm 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

NOTICE: It is possible that a quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in 
attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at 
the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  Please note 
that, upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through 
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Planning Commission – May 01, 2025   
 
appropriate aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact Becki Weyer, City Clerk, 
at 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI 54660. 
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CITY PLAN COMMISSION ROLL CALL SHEET  

THURSDAY 1 MAY 2025 5:30PM 

1. Mayor Paul Dwyer: 

2. Alderperson Scholze: 

3. Alderperson Glynn: 

4. Citizen Eric Prise: 

5. Citizen Tina Thompson: 

6. Citizen Brian Rice: 

7. Citizen Bryan Meyer: 
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HILLSBORO 
HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT

May 1, 2025

Kahya Fox, Executive Director
Habitat for Humanity of the Greater La Crosse Region
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ACCESS TO 
HOUSING
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ACCESS TO 
HOUSING
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THE 
BACKSTORY

• Hillsboro has long prioritized community 
revitalization and meeting critical housing 
needs. 

• Within the boundaries of a former Tax 
Incremental District (TID), efforts were made to 
address the growing demand for housing.

• There was a burst of housing development, 
but following the 2020 pandemic, construction 
slowed drastically.

• Recognizing the urgent need to create 
housing solutions to support the city's growth 
and workforce retention, Hillsboro turned its 
attention to try to solicit a developer to assist 
in housing development.
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ABOUT HILLSBORO
Community Data:

• Poverty in Wisconsin = 10.2%
• Poverty in Vernon County = 14.6%
• Wisconsin needs 123,000 affordable 

housing units

2010 Census:
• Population -  1,408
• Median household income -  $42,750
• Housing units -  662
• Median house vale -  $85,500

2020 Census:
• Population -  1,397
• Median household income -  $58,281
• Housing units - 675
• Median house value -  $135,800

Household Income –  Vernon County
Family of 4
• 60% Area Median Income (AMI)

 $52,988
• 80% AMI     

 $70,650
• 120% AMI     

 $105,960
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FLOOR PLAN EXAMPLE

10 new homes
• 3 Habitat for 

Humanity homes 
(60% AMI)

• 3 First- time 
Homeowners 
(80% AMI)

• 4 Market - rate 
homes (120% AMI)

9



CROSSMOD DESIGN
• 3-4 bedroom
• 2 bath
• Attached 2 -car garage
• Front porch + full basement
• E-Built - 40 -50% more energy efficient than 

standard stick built
• 7-8 kW solar array and battery backup
• Appraised between $351,000 - $363,00010



INTERIOR
DESIGN

Living Room & Kitchen
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INTERIOR 
DESIGN

Bedroom and bath
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Fits into community
Inc re a s e d  p rop e rty 
va lue s
Inc re a s e d  ta x- b a s e

Ad d re s s e s  g rowing  hous ing  ne e d s
Provid e s  hous ing  a c c e s s  to ra ng e  of 
inc om e s
W orkforc e  hous ing  op p ortunitie s

BENEFITS
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HABITAT’S MODEL

We assess families’ 
housing situations 
and note if they live 
in unsafe, 
overcrowded, 
poorly maintained, 
and/or 
inaccessible 
housing. We also 
consider how 
much of their 
income is spent on 
housing.

Need for 
Housing

Fa m ilie s  m us t b e  
a b le  to a fford  a  
m ortg a g e , re a l 
e s ta te  ta xe s , a nd  
hom e owne rs ’ 
ins ura nc e . W e  look 
for s te a d y inc om e , 
d e b t, a nd  c re d it 
his tory. 

Ability to 
Pay

Fa m ilie s  c om m it to 
a t le a s t 15 0  hours  
of s we a t e q uity , 
working  a long s id e  
volunte e rs  on 
Ha b ita t p roje c ts . 
Future  
hom e owne rs  m us t 
ta ke  hom e owne r 
e d uc a tion a nd  
c re d it c ouns e ling  
c la s s e s  p rior to 
p urc ha s e .

Willing to 
Partner
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COMMITMENT TO AFFORDABILITY

Habitat will create a mortgage 
package for EACH homeowner 
ensuring they pay no more 
than 30% of their gross 
income on their house 
payment.

• Subsidized interest rate to as 
low at 0%

• Downpayment assistance
• Purchase price
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NEXT STEPS Community Committee to help with:
1.Family  selection
2.Local  contractors
3.Volunteers
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THANK YOU!
Kahya Fox
kahya@habitatlacrosse.org

Josh Finch
admin@hillsborowi.com
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MINUTES FOR PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

A Planning Commission was held on Thursday, April 03, 2025 at 6:30 PM in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI. 

 
 

 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2708608080?pwd=ZTZ0cmlLVEFEb1dzVDNwdi91UHFYQT09 

Meeting ID: 270 860 8080  

Passcode: 206751  

One tap mobile +13126266799,,2708608080#,,,,*206751# US (Chicago)  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Meeting called to order by the Commission Chair, Mayor Paul Dwyer, at 6:30pm. 

Roll Call 

1. Mayor Paul Dwyer:   Present 

2. Alderperson Scholze:   Present 

3. Alderperson Glynn:   Present 

4. Citizen Bryan Meyer:  Present 

5. Citizen Brian Rice:   Present 

6. Citizen Eric Prise:  Present 

7. Citizen Tina Thompson: Not Present 

Chairperson States Rules of Order 

 Mayor Paul Dwyer stated that the City Council had just received training on the rules of order and 
reminded members present to adhere to said rules. 

 

ANYONE DESIRING TO APPEAR TO BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

No action will be taken by the Planning Commission under this agenda item.  Members of the public will 
adhere to the rules of order stated by the Chairperson. 

1. Mr. Don Roscovius addressed the Commission regarding an issue he is having regarding 
compliance with a sign on his property at 205 Arthur St.  The sign was installed in 2007; however, 
in the public right of way in violation of local ordinance.  However, Director Morales was able to 
working with LaCrosse Sign Company and retrieved a sign permit that the City of Tomah had 
issued at the time of installation.  Mr. Roscovius would like the City Plan Commission to decide on 
whether or not he can keep the sign. 

 

TRAINING 

A. Vandewalle & Associates Planning Commission Training 

 Mr. Ben Rohr of Vandewalle & Associates delivered a virtual presentation on the duties, 
responsibilities, and authorities of the City Planning Commission under Wisconsin State Statutes. 

B. Review of Wisconsin State Statute 62.23 
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 Director Morales asked the members if they had any questions regarding Wisconsin State Statute 
62.23; there were none. 

C. Review of Municipal Ordinance Chapter 2: Administration, Division 4: City Plan Commission 

 Director Morales asked the member if they had any questions regarding the City of Tomah 
ordinance established the City Plan Commission; Mr. Bryan Meyer asked two questions regarding 
Certified Survey Maps.  It was determined that the City Plan Commission retained the authority to 
approved CSMs. 

 

APPROVAL 

A. March Meeting Minutes 

 Motion to approve the March Meeting Minutes: Mr. Price 

 Second: Mr. Meyer 

 Discussion: None 

 Vote:  

o Mayor Paul Dwyer:   Yay 

o Alderperson Scholze:   Yay 

o Alderperson Glynn:   Yay 

o Citizen Bryan Meyer:  Yay 

o Citizen Brian Rice:   Yay 

o Citizen Eric Prise:  Yay 

o Citizen Tina Thompson: Not Present 

 

B. Site Plan Review: 1100 Superior Avenue 

 Motion to approve the site plan: Mr. Prise 

 Second: Mr. Rice 

 Discussion: Director Morales reiterated that the site plan for said property met all checklist 
requirements.  Alderperson Scholze asked if the Downtown Design Standards levied any additional 
requirements for the site plan.  Director Morales answered that the site plan was compliant with 
DDS.  The property owner and contractor for the project were both in attendance to answer 
questions; they were not summoned. 

 Vote:  

o Mayor Paul Dwyer:   Yay 

o Alderperson Scholze:   Yay 

o Alderperson Glynn:   Yay 

o Citizen Bryan Meyer:  Yay 

o Citizen Brian Rice:   Yay 

o Citizen Eric Prise:  Yay 

o Citizen Tina Thompson: Not Present 
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DISCUSSION 

A. April Reorganization 

 Director Morales gave amplifying information regarding the memorandum in the agenda packet 
and asked if there were any additional questions; there were none. 

B. Short Term Vacation Rentals 

 Director Morales reiterated that the number one challenge facing the City is housing, and reiterated 
the comments from the memorandum in the agenda packet.  Mr. Rohr explained the reasoning 
behind the two options for draft ordinances.  Mr. Prise gave historical context on how long the City 
has dealt with this issue.  Alderperson Scholze pointed out the complicated nature of this issue and 
its relation to tourism.  Several members asked Director Morales and Mr. Rohr if there were other 
examples closer to Tomah for a draft ordinance.  More research is needed.  Members generally 
agreed that further discussion on an ordinance is prudent. 

C. Department of Economic Development and Zoning Monthly Update 

 Director Morales gave brief updates regarding Operation Welcome Home, Operation Phoenix, and 
Operation Clean Tomah.  He stated that there has not yet been a significant increase in permit 
applications, but that the spring and summer building season is approaching.   

D. Downtown Master Plan Status Update 

 Director Morales and Mr. Rohr gave an update regarding the Downtown Master Plan.  Mr. Prise 
asked what the way forward is with red items.  Mr. Rohr explained that one of wins the City has 
achieved is the Façade Improvement Grant Program, and that traction had been gained on several 
projects. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

Department of Economic Development and Zoning Monthly Report 

 There was a general consensus for this item next month. 

Downtown Master Plan Update 

 There was a general consensus for this item next month. 

Operation Welcome Home - Project Habitat For Humanity 

 Director Morales elaborated on the work that has been done for Operation Welcome Home and 
that it is the appropriate time to invite Habitat For Humanity to give a presentation on doing a 
project in Tomah.  There was a general consensus for this item next month. 

Mr. Prise requested that Mr. Roscovius’s sign issue be added to the agenda for next month. 

 There was a general consensus for this item next month. 

 

FUTURE MEETING DATE 

1 May 2025 at 5:30pm in the City Council Chambers 

 

ADJOURN 

 Motion to adjourn the meeting: Mr. Prise 

 Second: Alderperson Scholze 

 Discussion: None 
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 Vote:  

o Mayor Paul Dwyer:   Yay 

o Alderperson Scholze:   Yay 

o Alderperson Glynn:   Yay 

o Citizen Bryan Meyer:  Yay 

o Citizen Brian Rice:   Yay 

o Citizen Eric Prise:  Yay 

o Citizen Tina Thompson: Not Present 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:51pm. 
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Sidewalk Dining Proposal

By Brick Sip Haus

800 Superior Ave, Tomah

Proprietors: 

Blaine and Sue Hackett

651 303-849064



Not To 

Scale

Exhibit 1

Artists Rendering
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9.5’ Light Post to 

Building

4.5’ Seating Area

Brick Sip Haus

800 Superior Ave

E Monroe St

Not To 

Scale

Exhibit 2
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Why Sidewalk Seating?

1. Economic Benefits: Outdoor seating will increase our 

capacity, enabling us to serve more customers and boost 

revenue. This translates to higher local tax contributions and 

more jobs for residents. Studies show that outdoor dining can 

increase restaurant sales by up to 30%, directly benefiting 
the local economy.

2. Community Enhancement: An inviting outdoor dining 

area will create a lively, social atmosphere, drawing more foot 

traffic to downtown. This will benefit neighboring businesses 

and strengthen our city’s reputation as a destination for 
residents and visitors alike.

3. Alignment with City Goals: Outdoor seating supports 

Tomah’s commitment to vibrant public spaces and 

sustainable urban planning. Our proposed setup will 

complement the city’s aesthetic, using tasteful, eco-friendly 
materials and adhering to all zoning and safety regulations.
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Our Plan

• Location and Design: We propose a compact, sidewalk 

seating area designed to maintain pedestrian flow. The setup 

will include removable furniture for flexibility and seasonal 
adjustments.

• Safety and Compliance: We will adhere to all city 

regulations, including permits, noise control, and sanitation 

standards.
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Addressing Concerns

We understand concerns about space, noise, or aesthetics. Our 

design ensures minimal disruption and regular cleaning to 
maintain cleanliness.

Q: Where are you wanting your tables?

A: Tables in the front, roped in area leads them back into bar. 

Table signs with rules.

Q: What hours would you operate outdoors?

A: We will operate outdoors on sunny days when we are open

Q: Would drinks outside be served in glass and if so, what 

would be your plan for cleaning up broken glass?

A: We could devise a plastic option. Or we would shop vacuum  
all glass.

Q: How do you plan on making sure drinks aren’t carried 

outside of your serving zone? 
A: We would have people go out the left door an that is roped in

Q: How can you guarantee drinks aren’t provided to people 

under 21

A: Because of the big glass window, we can see the area and 

the bartender would do regular checks. We will also have table 
signs regarding this.
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Conclusion

Approving sidewalk seating for will enrich Tomah’s dining culture, 

support local commerce, and create a more vibrant community 

hub. We are eager to collaborate with the Council to make this 

vision a reality and invite you to visit our restaurant to discuss 

further.

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to your support 
and am happy to answer any questions.
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