
Minutes for Common Council Meeting September 20, 2022 

 

Call to Order - Pledge of Allegiance - Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Michael Murray at 6:40 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, roll call was 

taken. Present: Michael Murray, Richard Yarrington, John Glynn, Mitchell Koel, Lamont Kiefer, Nellie Pater, and 

Dean Peterson (remote). Absent: Shawn Zabinski and Adam Gigous. Also present: Kirk Arity, Molly Powell, Becki 

Weyer, Shane Rolff, Tim Adler, Irma Keller, Pam Buchda, and Tina Thompson.  

 

Victor Kennedy from East Foster St. appeared before the council to talk about the need to address youth 

homelessness and other youth programs. Kennedy passed out studies of homelessness in the federal, state, and local 

area and will follow up with City Directors with further information. 

 

Presentations: 

Tomah Area School District Update by Dr. Charles M. (Mike) Hanson II, Ed.D. Superintendent 

Dr. Mike Hanson gave a short update on the School District for the first few weeks of the school year. He covered 

the core values, pillars of excellence, and how they are planning to use resources to best support the district mission, 

vision, and goals. The school is discussing a new operational referendum to replace the current referendum that is 

ending next year.  

 

Mayor 

The mayor urged caution with the increased amount of people in the area due to Cranfest. The City Council, Police 

and Fire Chief, SET, and the City Council have been invited to the Cardinal ribbon cutting on October 3rd at 10:00 

a.m.  

 

Resolution in Recognition of Curt Witynski and Gail Sumi 

Motion by Yarrington, second by Pater, to approve the Resolution in Recognition of Curt Witynski and Gail Sumi. 

Motion carried.  

 

 



Common Council – September 20, 2022   
 
 

Resolution for Appreciation of Service of Rachel Muehlenkamp 

The mayor read the resolution commending Rachel Muehlenkamp on her years of service to the city. Motion by 

Yarrington, second by Pater, to approve the Resolution for Appreciation of Service of Rachel Muehlenkamp. Motion 

carried.  

  
Senior Executive Team 
Arity let the Council know that the SET recommends any proceeds for the City’s Dickie Property Donation go to the 

Senior Center. Motion by Pater, second by Koel to approve proceeds from the Dickie Property Donation be allocated 

to the Senior Center. Motion carried.  

 

CDBG compensation discussion 

In the August Council meeting it was suggested the SET discuss additional compensation for the Treasurer due to 

additional duties of the CDBG. After discussion, the SET agrees that it is not necessary to look at increasing the 

salary for the Treasurer at this time. 

 

It was suggested to the SET to continue to brainstorm on additional housing opportunities in Tomah. The housing 

assessment has been completed and further information will come to the Council. It was also requested to bring back 

information regarding the information brought to the council by Mr. Kennedy above. 

 

Public Safety 
Adler provided the monthly Public Safety Report and provided a summary and answered questions from the council.  

Fire: will be hosting interviews to fill upcoming vacancies. There will be a new mutual aid agreement with the VA.  

EMS: One full time position has been filled. Jenna Quakenbush will be starting in early October. Three new part-

time EMTs and Paramedics have also been hired. There has been one resignation notice received from a full-time 

employee. $124,080 will be received in grants to the EMS this fall to purchase equipment. Adler gave an update on 

the Public Safety building progress.  
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Library 

The library had 2017 eBook checkouts and physical 5,817 checkouts last month. The summer reading program is 

wrapping up. Keller covered participation numbers and upcoming library events. Keller covered a curated collection 

that was put together in memory of Donita Alexander. The SHORT film festival begins this week.  

 

Senior & Disabled Services 
Buchda provided a Senior & Disabled Services Department Monthly Report and covered the highlights with the 

Council. Buchda is looking for instructors for either Tai Chi or meditation. Buchda outlined the upcoming programs. 

She is also looking for volunteers for Halloween and the Arts and Crafts Fair. The Halloween Party will be 4:30-6:30 

p.m. on October 31, 2022. 

 

Planning & Building Inspection 
Rolff provided the August Building & Code Enforcement Permit Reports and entertained questions from the Council. 

Additional information for code enforcement were included in the packet reports.  

 

Chamber/Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Thompson was not present. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

Motion by Glynn, second by Koel, to approve the following consent agenda: 

 

A. Approval of Minutes from August 16, 2022 

B. Special Beer Permit Application by Tomah Fire Department for November 5, 2022 

C. August 31, 2022, Cash and Investments Report 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Pater, second by Kiefer, to postpone the Special Beer and Wine Permit for The Tomah Chamber & 

Visitor's Center for Night Market Event 10/20/2022 to the October Council meeting due to needing updated 

paperwork. Motion carried.  

 

Committee of the Whole 

Approval to add Accident Insurance to Employee Benefit Options 

Motion by Koel, second by Glynn, to approve adding Accident insurance as an employee benefit option. Motion 

carried.  

 

Resolution Accepting Donation of Property 

Motion by Yarrington, second by Koel, to approve the Resolution Accepting Donation of Property. Motion carried. 

22.47 acres is included in the donation. The City is looking at putting in a disc golf course.  
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Approval of Offer to Purchase Land 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Koel, to approve the offer to purchase 1/8th of the land otherwise donated in the motion 

above. Motion carried. 

 

Resolution for Payment of Monthly Bills 

Motion by Yarrington, second by Koel, to approve the resolution authorizing the payment of monthly bills in the 

amount of $4,234,016.43. Motion carried.  

 

 
Fire Department Hose Purchase  

Motion by Kiefer, second by Koel, to approve the purchase of the fire house from the contingency account. Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Updated Truck Driver Job Description 

Motion by Yarrington, second by Pater, approve the updated Truck Driver job Description while including language 

to include recycling and delivering to appropriate dump sites. Motion carried.  
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Planning Commission 

Approval of Resolution of 2022 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Public Participation Plan 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Glynn, to approve the Resolution of the 2022 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Public 

Participation Plan. Motion carried. 

 
Discussion and Consideration of Downtown Design Standard Zoning Ordinance Amendments,1st reading 

Motion by Pater, second by Kiefer, to waive the first verbatim reading of the Ordinance amending the Downtown 

design standard ordinance. Motion carried. 

 

Amendment of Ordinance Section 8-1, & 8-61 (Housing of Farm & Exotic Animals) First Reading 

Motion by Glynn, second by Pater, to waive the first verbatim reading of the Amendment of Ordinance Section 8-1, 

& 8-61 (Housing of Farm & Exotic Animals. Motion carried. 

 

Amendment of Ordinance Section 18-129 (Substitute Buildings) First Reading 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Pater, to waive the first verbatim reading of the Ordinance Amending Section 18-129 

(Substitute Buildings). Motion carried. 

 

Ambulance Commission 

Tomah Area Ambulance Service Per-Capita Rate Increase  

Motion by Yarrington, second by Kiefer, to approve the Tomah Area Ambulance service per-capita increase to $2.50 

as recommended by the Ambulance commission.  

 

General 

Accept Tally Report for August 9, 2022 Partisan Primary Election 

Weyer presented the Tally report from the August 2022 Partisan Primary election. Motion by Pater, second by 

Yarrington, to accept the August 9, 2022 election tally report. Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURN 
Motion by Koel, second by Kiefer, to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.  
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______________________________ 

Michael Murray, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Attest: Rebecca Weyer, City Clerk 

 

 

 

To Be approved 10/18/2022 


