
 

Common Council Minutes May 17, 2022 

 

CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – ROLL CALL  
A regular meeting of the Common Council was called to order by Mayor Michael Murray at 6:00 p.m. After the 

Pledge of Allegiance, roll call was taken. Present: Michael Murray, Richard Yarrington, Shawn Zabinski, John Glynn 

Mitchell Koel (arrived at 6:08p.m), Lamont Kiefer, Nellie Pater, and Dean Peterson. Absent: Adam Gigous. Others 

present: Kirk Arity (remote), Molly Powell (remote), Becki Weyer, Irma Keller, Tim Adler, Tina Thompson, Joe 

Protz, and Pam Buchda. Gregg Hagen videotaped the meeting. The meeting was available to the public via Zoom.  

All motions are unanimous unless otherwise noted. 

 

AGENDA: 

Adjourn to closed session for review of Senior Executive team, pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85 

(1)(c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public 

employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility 

Motion by Peterson, second by Zabinski, to adjourn to closed session. Motion carried. Adjourned to closed session at 

6:01 p.m. 

 

Meeting resumed to open session at 6:25 p.m. 

 

Request to Appear by Chad Madson for consideration of renewal of Neil Driskill’s beverage operator’s license 

Motion by Peterson, second by Koel, to approve the beverage operator renewal for Neil Driskill for the period of 

2022-2024. Discussion ensued regarding the necessity of the license if Driskill is working with another licensed 

bartender and if the bartender license should be allowed because of the alcohol related crime.  Motion carried with 

two negative votes. (Kiefer and Zabinski) 

 

Check Presentation from the Historic Preservation Committee to the Parks and Rec. Department 

Shawn Zabinski presented a check in the amount of $19,024.18 to the Parks and Rec. Department as a donation from 

the Historic Preservation Committee.  

 

REPORTS 

Mayor 

Mayor Murray thanked director Protz for his efforts at the Arbor Day event at Winnebago park.  

 

Senior Executive Team 
Chairperson of the SET team, Kirk Arity, submitted a monthly written SET Report. Arity covered the highlights with 

the Council, including a review of the current RFP for assessor, and the introduction of Vandewalle and Associates to 

the Long-Range Planning Committee.  

  

Public Safety 
Fire: Currently fully staffed, and there were 27 calls in the month of April. There has been an increase in motor 

vehicle accidents. Adler is creating an eligibility list for fire fighters due to pending retirements. Gerke Excavating 

has been working at the new Emergency Services building. Adler continues to have weekly update meetings with the 

architects, and they are looking for additional value engineering during the process. Thanks to the Public Works 

department for their assistance at the site. The first round of fire inspections is in progress. He is working on grants 

for both Fire and EMS. 

Ambulance: Currently fully staffed. Business as usual. Service has been very busy, there were 270 calls in April. 

Supplies are difficult to obtain due to supply chain issues. There have been some vehicle maintenance issues they are 

working through. The new quick response vehicle is in service. Thanks to Deputy Fire Chief Likely for his assistance 

in wiring the vehicle. Adler participated in an event workshop and is working on a large gathering emergency 

management plan.  

 

Library 

In April there were 1827 eBook checkouts and 4153 physical checkouts for a total of 5980 checkouts. Keller covered 

the upcoming events and programs at the library and encouraged health care providers, teachers, and other leaders to 

schedule group visits at the library. Keller listed the new books at the library. 

 

Senior & Disabled Services 7:08 

Buchda provided a written Senior & Disabled Services Department Monthly Report and covered the highlights with 

the Council. She covered the upcoming entertainment at the Sr. Center. Buchda appreciated the employees of the city 

for their services to the public. Buchda is looking for those interested in attending Move More, a class to get people 

sitting less and standing and moving more. In April 1,340 patrons visited the Center. There were 138 volunteer 

participations. Unfortunately, the contract that was approved for the summer rental of building at 1004 Superior fell 

through and it is now is available for rent immediately.  

 

Planning & Building Inspection 
Rolff submitted a written April Building Permit Report. 

 

Chamber/Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Had a very successful headshot event with Pichette Photography. Thompson has been busy with the career and job 

fair at the Tomah High School. There are 60 businesses registered. Thompson attended a downtown development 

conference last week focusing on public art. The mural is approved, just waiting on the artist for availability. The fire 
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alarm system at the Chamber and Visitor’s Center may have a fault in the grounding, a service provider will be doing 

a walk-through to find the problem and repair it.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Zabinski, second by Yarrington, to approve the following consent agenda:  

 

A. April 30, 2022 Cash and Investments Report 

B. Renewal of “Class B” Liquor and Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage Licenses, Class “B” Fermented 

Malt Beverage License, “Class C” Wine Beverage License 

C. Special Beer Permit Application for the Monroe County Tavern League January 13-15, 2023. 

D. Special Beer and Wine Permit Application for the North American Squirrel Association July 9, 2022 

E. Approval of Minutes from April 19, 2022 

F. Approval of Minutes from April 25, 2022 

Motion carried. 

 

Committee of the Whole 

Tomah Police Department request for a recruiting and retaining bonus structure 

Motion by Pater, second by Zabinski, to approve the recruiting and retaining bonus as presented for sworn officers 

other than the Police Chief. Motion carried.  

 

Purchase of ladder truck 

Motion by Yarrington, second by Zabinski, to authorize Chief Adler to proceed with the potential purchase of the 

ladder truck from the Village of Howard in the amount of $175,000. Motion carried. 

 

Resolution Authorizing Payment of Monthly Bills 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Pater, to approve the resolution authorizing the payment of monthly bills in the amount 

of $1,429,408.71. Motion carried.  

 
Ordinance amendment allowing the issuance of "Stop Work" orders from the City of Tomah Building/Fire 

Inspectors 1st reading, 2nd reading, adoption 

Motion by Koel, second by Zabinski, to waive the first verbatim reading of the ordinance amendment allowing the 

issuance of "stop work" orders from the City of Tomah Building/Fire Inspectors. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Glynn, to waive the second verbatim reading of the ordinance amendment allowing 

the issuance of “stop work” orders from the City of Tomah Building/Fire Inspectors. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Peterson, to adopt the ordinance amendment allowing the issuance of “stop work” 

orders from the City of Tomah Building/Fire Inspectors. Motion carried. 
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Public Works Commission 

Resolution for the Approval of roadway function classification change 

A motion was made in the April 2022 Council meeting to approve the roadway classification change. This 

Resolution adopts that change. Motion by Kiefer, second by Koel, to approve the resolution approving the roadway 

function classification change. Motion carried.  
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Ordinance Amending Section 38-35 of the City of Tomah Municipal Code 1st Reading, 2nd Reading, 

Adoption 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Kiefer, to waive the first verbatim reading of the ordinance amending section 38-35 

of the City of Tomah municipal code. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Glynn, second by Zabinski, to waive the second verbatim reading of the ordinance amending section 38-

35 of the City of Tomah municipal code. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Kiefer, to adopt the ordinance amending section 38-35 of the City of Tomah 

municipal code. Motion carried. 

 
 

 

Planning Commission 

Zoning ordinance amendment allowing for Plan Commission review of Commercial/Industrial site plans;1st 

reading, 2nd Reading, adoption 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Yarrington, to waive the first verbatim reading of the zoning ordinance amendment 

allowing for the Planning Commission review of Commercial/Industrial site plans. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Glynn, to waive the second verbatim reading of the zoning ordinance amendment 

allowing for the Planning Commission review of Commercial/Industrial site plans. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Peterson, to adopt the zoning ordinance amendment allowing for the Planning 

Commission review of Commercial/Industrial site plans. Motion carried. 
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Zoning ordinance amendment allowing for Butcher Shops as a permitted use in the B-Business District;1st 

reading, 2nd Reading, adoption 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Kiefer, to waive the first verbatim reading of the Zoning ordinance amendment 

allowing for Butcher Shops as a permitted use in the B-Business District. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Glynn, to waive the second verbatim reading of the Zoning ordinance amendment 

allowing for Butcher Shops as a permitted use in the B-Business District. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Zabinski, to adopt the Zoning ordinance amendment allowing for Butcher Shops as a 

permitted use in the B-Business District. Motion carried. 
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Ambulance Commission  

Resolution authorizing change to 2022 City of Tomah position count 

The Ambulance Commission has approved the addition of a full time bookkeeper for the Tomah Area Ambulance 

service. The position would be funded with Ambulance funds. There was discussion on where there is a need for the 

additional position. Motion by Yarrington, second by Zabinski, to approve the Resolution Authorizing a Change to 

the 2022 City of Tomah position count with the addition of one full time bookkeeper for the Tomah Area Ambulance 

Department. Motion carried. Motion by Zabinski, second by Yarrington, to approve the presented job description and 

changing the grade to grade G.  Motion carried. 

 

 
 

APPOINTMENTS: 

Appointment of Sandra Vierck to the Ambulance Commission to fulfill the the term of Wayne Kling ending 

April 2023 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Pater, to accept the Mayor’s appointment of Sandra Vierck to the Ambulance 

Commission to fulfill the term of Wayne Kling ending April 2023. Motion carried. 

 

Appointment of Rick Murray to the Board of Appeals to Fulfill the Remaining term of Wayne Kling ending 

April 2023 

Motion by Pater, second by Glynn. Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion by Kiefer, second by Zabinski, to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor Michael Murray 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Attest: Rebecca Weyer, City Clerk 


