
MINUTES FOR COMMON COUNCIL JUNE 18, 2024 
 

A Common Council was held on Tuesday, June 18, 2024 at 6:30 PM in the Council Chambers at City 

Hall, 819 Superior Avenue, Tomah, WI.  
 

Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Paul Dwyer at 6:30 p.m. Roll call was taken after the Pledge of 

Allegiance. Present: Paul Dwyer, Travis Scholze, Richard Yarrington, Shawn Zabinski, John Glynn, Patrick Devine, 

Nellie Pater, and Dean Peterson. Absent: Nicole Hart. Also present: Tim Adler, Irma Keller, Pam Buchda, Becki 

Weyer, Kirk Arity, Joe Protz, Tina Thompson, and Molly Powell. The meeting was available via Zoom and was 

recorded by Hagen Sports Network. All motions are unanimously approved unless otherwise notated.  

 

ANYONE DESIRING TO APPEAR TO COUNCIL 

Mark Tralmer, the owner of a downtown business, appeared before the Council to request the city do more for 

downtown business owners; specifically, assistance with beautification of the downtown. He also voiced concerns 

about the city needs to do more for small businesses thrive in the downtown area. He also gave his opinion on the 

need for a city administrator, and his opinions on how the city should not be enforcing the sign ordinance. 

 

Jim Stroh from 1022 Superior Ave. and owner of Stroh’s barbershop appeared to voice his dissatisfaction with the 

enforcement of the sign ordinance in the downtown area and his feelings that the ordinance is being enforced 

unfairly. 

 

Jim Weinzetl from 115 Schaller St. and the executive director of the Tomah Area Historical Museum appeared to 

voice his support for keeping the parade on Superior Ave. due to lack of bathrooms on Butts Ave. and the reduction 

of traffic to the museum if the parade is moved.  

 

Don Roscovious from 524 Kilbourne Ave appeared to voice his support for keeping the parade in the downtown area 

due to concerns about parking and bathrooms and his opinion that it will not be well attended.  

 

Troy Gilson from 1130 Charles Dr. appeared to voice his opinion about keeping the parade in the downtown area as 

it supports his downtown business.  

 

Sue Hackett, the owner of the Brick Sip Haus appeared to speak to the Council about the Downtown Thursday 

Nights location and her support of keeping DTN and the parade in the downtown area as it supports her business. 

 

Michael Weber from 1320 Lakeview Drive appeared to voice his opinion on keeping the parade downtown due to 

tradition. He also agreed that the signs should not be enforced downtown for business owners.  

 

Mayor 

The Mayor said it has been a busy month with issues and phone calls from residents. He thanked the citizens who 

came to the Council meeting to voice their concerns.  

 

Discussion on Reinstatement of City Administrator Position and Dissolution of the Senior Executive Team 

With the attrition of the Building Inspector, the mayor said that it is a good potential time to hire an Administrator 

who could take on some of the tasks of the previous Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator. The Mayor previously 

met with members of SET who said they will support the mayor’s decisions.  

Nellie Pater stated that the SET was not intended to be permanent and that with the growth of Tomah, the city may 

have to look at things in a different light. She commended the current SET but is looking towards future growth.  

Yarrington stated that SET has done a wonderful job and is in favor of keeping the SET unless a highly qualified 

candidate can be found.  

John Glynn stated that the Council has failed to let the public know what the SET has done for the city, and why it 

was put into place. That SET took over the duties of the City Administrator when previous administrators did not 

work out. He praised the SET for overcoming the large budget shortfalls in the past three years, encouraging and 

promoting teamwork throughout the city, and appreciated their contributions to the city during a trying time. He said 

that if the Council decides to hire a City Administrator, they need to come up with a better hiring plan than used in 

the past.  

Travis Scholze shared his negative experience working with previous City Administrators and the high costs 

associated with them. He defended the SET against the comments that things have not been getting done in the city. 

He stated the SET does a fabulous job.  

Zabinski stated that SET has done a phenomenal job and stepped up to the plate when asked. She would like to see 

more economic growth and opines they would see more of that with a City Administrator. She also talked about 

accountability and there should be a check and balance system.  

The Mayor stated that the City Administrator position is what he believes to be the best idea. He said he is not stating 

that the SET is doing a bad job and stated it has been successful. He said that forward thinking and considering 

options is important.  

 

Parade and Downtown Thursday Night Location Discussion 

Glynn stated that he appreciates Police Chief Scott Holum for producing a plan to modify the parade in the interest of 

safety due to the cross traffic in the downtown area. He likes the idea of the parade downtown, but his opinion is that 

the staging area for the parade is the majority of the problem. He suggested that the parade staging area be moved to 

Williams St. and should be coordinated with Downtown Thursday nights. Pater stated that the businesses downtown 

want to keep the parade downtown to support their businesses, and we need to find a way to make the current area 

safer without moving it. She also opined that there is a problem with parking and side streets during Downtown 
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Thursday Nights. She stated she does not have a problem with DTN being downtown but the safety of the parking, 

people, and semi-trailers during the event. She also voiced concerns about people leaving the area with alcoholic 

beverages and driving after drinking. She asked that the Chamber find a way to increase the safety and monitoring of 

this event. Zabinski stated she thinks the non-profits need to get more involved to help with street security. The 

Mayor gave his opinion that the Council should listen to most people who he has spoken with and keep the parade 

downtown, despite the security concerns. He also opined that more business owners farther down the road should be 

included. The mayor asked Kirk Arity if it would be possible to route traffic down Jackson Street and to Butts Ave 

instead, which Arity affirmed could be looked at as a potential change.  

 

Discussion on Direction for Enforcement of Signage and/or Modification of City Ordinance  

Glynn stated that Superior Ave is a State Highway, and the city and its citizens are required to meet state statutes for 

signs and there is not much that the city can do about it. Pater stated that signs people should not put signs on the 

boulevard and should be fined if they do. Arity was recognized by the Mayor, and stated there are perceived 

variances in enforcement due to different property lines. Scholze stated it is their duty to enforce the ordinances of 

the city, state, and country, and expressed that if the public is unhappy with the laws, they should look at 

amendments, rather than persecute city employees for doing their jobs.  

 

Jim Stroh was recognized by the Council for speaking. He claimed that the law has never been enforced in the past 

and there is such a thing as discretionary enforcement and that the state is not enforcing it so the city should not 

either.  

 

The Mayor recognized Mike Weber to speak and again give his opinion that enforcement of this issue takes away 

from the city and its business owners.  

 

The Mayor stated that when he ran for the position, he wanted the city to be more business friendly and signs do not 

hurt a thing and wants to know why it is being enforced now and that officials need to use common sense and stope 

impeding businesses from advertising with their signs on city sidewalks.  

 

The Mayor recognized Don Roscovious to speak and stated that the Tractor Pull sign over the road should not be 

allowed, that he was complaining so it should be taken care of tomorrow.  

 

The Mayor recognized Michael Weber to speak, and he said signs should be allowed all over the city, not just on the 

state highways.  

 

The Council spoke at length at options to follow the law but still assist businesses.  

 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Pater, to have the City Attorney look at state statues and the current ordinance, and 

bring back suggestions and/or an amendment, and for city staff to defer complaints and enforcement other than in the 

center median on Superior Ave., until addressed at the next council meeting. Motion carried.  

 

Public Safety May Monthly Report 

Chief Adler provided a monthly written report. He said that the Fire/EMS departments are working with the Tomah 

Police Department on the upcoming Downtown Thursday Nights and the Independence Day parade. They are still 

waiting for the completion of the ambulance remount and anticipating a July completion. They are still waiting for 

insurance company information on the downtown building fires.  

 

Library 
Director Keller said there were 6,360 total checkouts from the library last month. She discussed the upcoming events 

and the new books at the library. Keller directed the public to the library’s website at https://tomahpubliclibrary.org/.  

 

Senior & Disabled Services Department monthly report 

Buda provided a monthly written report. The Senior Center will be closed on July 4th and Friday July 5th, but the meal 

site will be open.  

 

May 2024 Building Inspection Permit and Code Enforcement Reports 

Written Building Inspection and Code Enforcement Reports were provided.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Motion by Zabinski, second by Scholze, to approve the following consent agenda:  

 

A. Renewal of “Class B” Liquor, Class “B” Fermented Malt Beverage, and “Class C” Wine Beverage 

Licenses 

B. Special Event Outdoor Cabaret Licenses for North American Squirrel Association for Winnebago Park 

located on Brandon St. in Tomah, WI for an event on July 6th of 2024. 

C. April 30, 2024 Cash and Investments Report 

D. May 31, 2024 Cash and Investments Report 

Motion carried.  

 

 

Approval of Tomah Transit Procurement Policy 

https://tomahpubliclibrary.org/
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Motion by Glynn, second by Yarrington, to approve the Tomah Transit procurement policy as submitted. Motion 

carried.  

 

Resolution Authorizing Payment of Monthly Bills 

Motion by Zabinski, second by Scholze, to approve the resolution authorizing payment of monthly bills in the 

amount of $1,217,846.24. Motion carried.  

 
Alternate parade route Discussion and Decision 

At the Committee of the Whole meeting in May, Chief Scott Holum presented an alternative parade route due to 

concerns about public safety using the current downtown route. The alternate route would travel down Butts Ave. 

Tina Thompson told the council they could mitigate safety issues by paying for extra security during the event. Chief 

Adler suggested moving the staging area to the Tomah Middle School and use Clark Street to enter the parade.  

 

Motion by, second by Glynn to move the staging area of the parade to Williams St. There were no aye votes and 

seven (7) no votes. Motion failed.  

 

Motion by Peterson, second by Pater, to leave the parade route in the downtown area on Superior Ave., and let staff 

determine the best route for staging. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance Amending Chapter 16 of the City of Tomah Ordinances 

Motion by Glynn, second by Zabinski, to waive the first verbatim reading of the Ordinance amending Chapter 16 of 

the City of Tomah Code of Ordinances. Motion carried  

 

Motion by Scholze, second by Yarrington, to waive the second verbatim reading of the ordinance amending Chapter 

16 of the City of Tomah Code of Ordinances. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Scholze, second by Yarrington, to adopt the ordinance amending chapter 16 of the City of Tomah Code of 

Ordinances. Motion carried.  
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Approval of amendment of Recreation Park Emergency Operations Plan 

Motion by Peterson, second by Zabinski, to approve the amendment to the Recreation Park Emergency Operations 

Plan. Motion carried.  

 

Approval of Contract Between the City of Tomah and General Engineering for Inspection Services 

Motion by Scholze, second by Peterson, to approve the contract between the City of Tomah and General Engineering 

for Inspection Services. Motion carried.  
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Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Establishing Parameters for the Sale of Not to Exceed $2,640,000 

General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2024A 

Motion by Glynn, second by Zabinski, to approve the Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Establishing 

Parameters for the Sale of Not to Exceed $2,640,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2024A. Motion 

carried. 
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ADJOURN 

Motion by Scholze, second by Peterson, to adjourn. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Mayor Paul Dwyer 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Attest: Rebecca Weyer, City Clerk 


