
 

TOWN OF SYLVA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING 

Thursday, July 24, 2025 at 9:00 AM 

Board Room, 83 Allen Street Sylva, North Carolina 
   

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

All items listed and adopted are for discussion or possible action 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. July 24, 2025 Consent Agenda 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

REPORTS 

2. Mayor's Report 

3. Commissioner's Report 

4. Manager's Report 

5. Public Works Department Report 

6. Police Department Report 

7. Fire Department Report 

8. Main Street Report 

9. Planning Board Report 

10. TWSA Board Report 

11. Pinnacle Park Report 

NEW BUSINESS 

12. Volunteer Service Award Presentation 

13. Historic Preservation Commission Update 

14. Proclamation:  Cal Raleigh Day 
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15. Proclamation:  Contributions to Major League Baseball 

16. Community Table Lease 

17. Special Event Request--Private Wedding Alcohol Service @ Bridge Park 

ADJOURNMENT 
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PROCLAMATION 

of the  

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

Honoring Cal Raleigh 

 

In Recognition of winning the Major League Baseball Home Run Derby and Declaring  

July 14, 2025, as 
 

“Cal Raleigh Day” 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners would like to recognize Jackson 

County native, Cal Raleigh, who has risen to national prominence as a professional baseball 

player and catcher for the Seattle Mariners, bringing pride and recognition to the Town of Sylva 

and Jackson County for his achievements on the field; and 

 

WHEREAS, Cal’s journey from the ballfields of Jackson County to the Major Leagues is a 

testament to his talent, perseverance, and the strong community values that shaped him; and 

 

WHEREAS, Raleigh has etched his name into baseball history as a clutch performer, notably 

with his iconic walk-off home run in 2022, earning admiration from fans across the country; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2025, Cal Raleigh became the first catcher and switch hitter ever to win 

the MLB Home Run Derby, with an electrifying performance of 54 total home runs, making 

history and inspiring fans across the country; and 

 

WHEREAS, his victory – accomplished with his father pitching and brother catching – was not 

only a testament to athletic ability but a celebration of family, community, and North Carolina 

pride; and  

 

WHEREAS, known for his strength, perseverance, and leadership behind the plate, Cal Raleigh 

has become a fan favorite for his athletic excellence, hardworking nature, and the uplifting spirit 

he brings to the game; and 

 

WHEREAS, Cal’s continued success inspires young athletes throughout Jackson County and 

beyond to dream big, stay determined, and take pride in their roots; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY PROCLAMED that the Town of Sylva Board of 

Commissioners do hereby declare July 14, 2025, as “Cal Raleigh Day” in the Town of Sylva and 

call upon our citizens to recognize and celebrate this historic achievement by a hometown hero.  

 

Adopted this 24th day of July 2025. 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

Attest:  

 

_____________________________ 

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk 
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PROCLAMATION 

of the  

Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners 

Honoring the Town of Sylva for Its Contributions to 

Major League Baseball 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Sylva, North Carolina, nestled in the heart of the Great Smoky 

Mountains, has long been a community that values hard work, perseverance, and the pursuit of 

excellence; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jackson County has produced multiple individuals who have reached the highest 

levels of professional baseball, leaving a lasting legacy in Major League Baseball (MLB); and 

 

WHEREAS, Johnny Oates, born in Sylva in 1946, played 11 seasons in the MLB as a catcher 

for five teams including the Baltimore Orioles and New York Yankees. Known for his defensive 

prowess, Oates later became a celebrated manager, leading the Texas Rangers to three American 

League West titles and earning American League Manager of the Year in 1996. He is honored in 

both the Texas Rangers and Baltimore Orioles Halls of Fame; and 

 

WHEREAS, Cal Raleigh, a graduate of Smoky Mountain High School, has emerged as the 

MLB premier catchers. A switch-hitter for the Seattle Mariners, Raleigh became the first catcher 

in MLB history to hit 93 home runs in his first four seasons, won both the Gold Glove and 

Platinum Glove Awards in 2024, and was named an All-Star and Home Run Derby Champion in 

2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, Zebby Matthews, also a Smoky Mountain High School alumnus, made his MLB 

debut with the Minnesota Twins on August 13, 2024, delivering an impressive performance with 

five strikeouts and no walks over five innings. A product of Western Carolina University, 

Matthews represents the next generation of Sylva’s baseball excellence; and 

 

WHEREAS, these athletes have not only represented the community on the national stage but 

have also served as role models for young people in our community, demonstrating that with 

dedication and determination, even the loftiest goals are within reach; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners do 

hereby recognize and celebrate the community’s proud legacy of producing Major League 

Baseball talent and encourages continued support for youth sports and community pride. 

 

Adopted this 24th day of July 2025. 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

Attest:  

 

_____________________________ 

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

JACKSON COUNTY 

 

 THIS LEASE AGREEMENT made, executed and delivered this the ___ day of 

__________, 2025, by and between the TOWN OF SYLVA, a municipal corporation 

existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of North Carolina, hereinafter  “The 

Town,” and THE COMMUNITY TABLE, INC. of North Carolina, a non-profit 501(c)3 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of North Carolina, 

hereinafter “Community Table;” 

 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

 

 THAT, subject to the terms and conditions hereinafter set forth The Town does 

hereby let and lease unto the Community Table, and the Community Table does hereby 

accept as lessee of The Town, the following described lands: 

 

 BEING in the Sylva Township, Jackson County, North Carolina, and being 

known as the Community or Club House building situated on the old high school lot in 

the Town of Sylva, together with the right to use the adjacent parking lot. 

 

 TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described lot of land, and all privileges 

and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in any way appertaining to The Town, and its 

successors in office, upon the following terms and conditions: 

 

I 

 

 This lease shall begin upon signing and shall continue until June 30, 2028. 

 

II 

 

 As rental for the premises, Community Table shall pay to The Town the sum of 

One Dollar per year, due and payable on or before July 1, 2023. 

 

III 

 

 The Community Table shall be responsible for all costs and expenses associated 

with the upkeep and repair of the interior and exterior of the building, including but not 

limited to any repairs and maintenance, routine or necessary, to the roof, heat, plumbing, 

electrical, windows, and kitchen appliances.  

 

IV 

 

 Any remodeling, painting or changes to the building under Paragraph III shall be 

first submitted to The Town for approval and no work shall be commenced without first 

securing the written authority of The Town. All expenditures shall be at the expenses of 

Community Table. All repairs, maintenance, remodeling or changes to the building shall 
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become part of the property and become the property of The Town, free from any claims 

of the Party of the Second Part. 

 

V 

 

 The Party of the Second Part shall provide and pay for all utilities including 

electric, heat, water and sewer charges on the premises. 

 

VI 

 

 Should the building on the premises be destroyed or rendered unfit for use and 

occupancy by fire or other casualty, this lease shall thereupon terminate. 

 

VII 

 

 Community Table shall not sublet nor assign any part of the premises without the 

written consent of The Town.  Notwithstanding, Community Table may allow other 

community groups to use the building and may charge, at its discretion, other such groups 

for such use of the facility and utilities. 

 

VIII 

 

 The Town shall maintain hazard insurance of the structure; Community Table 

shall maintain a contents or renter’s insurance policy on all personal property of 

Community Table used or kept within the structure. 

 

IX 

 

 It is understood and agreed that Community Table is a non-profit corporation 

organized for the purpose of providing nutritious meals to the community.  As such, the 

building may be used under the lease for all Community Table related business. 

 

X 

 

During the term of this lease, the building shall be maintained in a good state of 

repair and the grounds surrounding the building shall be kept in a neat and orderly 

condition. The Town expressly reserves the right to enter on the premises for the purpose 

of inspecting the grounds and premises. 

 

XI 

 

 It is understood and agreed if Community Table fails or neglects to do any act 

called for in this lease, and shall remain in default for a period of fifteen (15) days after 

written demand, then The Town may, at its option, declare this lease in default, re-enter 

and take possession of the premises, and declare the lease cancelled. 
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XII 

 

Either party may terminate this lease upon 60 days written notice to the other 

party.  Upon such termination, Community Table’s obligations to repair and maintain are 

relinquished provided that the structure, heat, plumbing, roof, etc. are in good repair and 

working order at the time of such termination. 

 

  

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this lease to be 

executed in their respective names by their respective officials, and their seals to be 

hereto affixed and attested by their proper officers, all by proper authority duly given on 

this the day and year first above written. 

 

 

       TOWN OF SYLVA 

 

 

       By: _________________________ 

                     Mayor Johnny Phillips 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

Attest: _________________________ 

            Clerk 

 

 

       THE COMMUNITY TABLE, INC. 

     

 

 

       By: _________________________ 

              Executive Director 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

Attest: _________________________ 

 Treasurer 
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