
 

TOWN OF SYLVA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, July 10, 2025 at 5:30 PM 

Board Room, 83 Allen Street Sylva, North Carolina 
   

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

All items listed and adopted are for discussion or possible action 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. July 10, 2025 Consent Agenda 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

REPORTS 

2. Mayor's Report 

3. Commissioner's Report 

4. Manager's Report 

NEW BUSINESS 

5. Fireman of the Year Award Presentation 

6. Resolution to Accept Grant--Recreational Trails Program 

7. Resolution of Exemption from Architect/Engineer/Surveyor Qualifications-Based Selection 

8. Resolution of Support and Acceptance of Funding--Duke Energy Foundation Local 

Environmental Impact Grant 

ADJOURNMENT 
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R2025-08 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of Grant Funding  

from the N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
 

 

Whereas, it is the desire of the Town of Sylva, to provide quality, recreational opportunities to the residents 

of Sylva, NC, and 

 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva is committed to the improvement, long-term stewardship, and maintenance 

of Pinnacle Park, and  

 

Whereas, investment is needed to expand the trail system to provide additional safe and accessible user 

experiences, and the Pinnacle Park Master Plan has identified additional trail sections that would 

create a loop for users; and  

 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva was awarded grant funding from the N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural 

Resources, Division of Parks and Recreation, Recreational Trails Program to connect the West Fork 

and East Fork trails, construct a footbridge, and provide access to a waterfall that has not previously 

been accessible to the public; and 

 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva has received the grant from the N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural 

Resources, Recreational Trails Program in the amount of $92,000 for the construction of 1.9 miles 

of sustainably built hiking trails and a creek crossing; and 

 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva will be required to provide matching funds of $23,000.  The matching funds 

have been approved in the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Budget and will be appropriated from the Fisher 

Creek Fund; and  

 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva desires to accept the grant money awarded and construct 1.9 miles of trails 

and a creek crossing; and 

 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, the Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners accepts the grant from the 

N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Recreational Trails Program and authorizes 

the Town Manager, in conjunction with the Town of Sylva Finance and Public Works Departments, 

to proceed with the grant agreement formal steps to hire a trail builder. 

 

 

Approved this the 10th day of July 2025. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

 

 

______________________________ 

Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk 
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R2025-09 

RESOLUTION FOR EXEMPTION FROM ARCHITECT/ENGINEER/SURVEYOR 

QUALIFICATION-BASED SELECTION PROCESS 
 

 

Whereas, G.S. 143-64.31 requires the initial solicitation and evaluation of firms to perform architectural, 

engineering, surveying, construction management-at-risk services, and design-build services 

(collectively “design services”) to be based on qualifications and without regard to fee; and 

Whereas, the Town of sylva proposes to enter into one or more contracts for design services for work on 

the Town of Sylva Recreational Trails Program Grant RTP2024-1031 Administration; and 

Whereas, G.S 143-64.32 authorizes units of local government to exempt contracts for design services from 

the qualifications-based selection requirements of G.S 143-64.31 if the estimated fee is less than 

$50,000; and 

Whereas, the estimated fee for design services for the above-described project is less than $50,000; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Sylva that  

1. The above-described project is hereby made exempt from the provisions of G.S. 143-64.31. 

2. This resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 

Approved this the 10th day of July, 2025. 

 

_____________________________ 

Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk  
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R2025-10 

 

Resolution of Support and Acceptance of Funding 

Duke Energy Foundation – Local Environmental Impact Grant 
 

 

Whereas, it is the desire of the Town of Sylva to provide quality, recreational opportunities to the 

residents of Sylva and to provide accessibility to a wider range of public users; and 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva is committed to the improvement, long-term stewardship, and 

maintenance of Pinnacle Park; and 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva adopted the Pinnacle Park Master Plan in April 2025 and the plan 

identified signage and trail accessibility improvements as a need within the park; and 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva plans to enhance the pedestrian environment by improving 

approximately 303 linear feet of an accessible section of the Forest Therapy Trail and add 

interpretive signage along the trail to provide educational information about Pinnacle 

Park’s biological and ecological resources; and 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva submitted an application to the Duke Energy Foundation in the 

amount of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) to hire a professional trail builder to 

grade, smooth, and widen a 303-foot portion of the Forest Therapy Trail and to pay to 

design and install signage along the trail; and 

Now Therefore, the Sylva Town Board of Commissioners authorizes the Sylva Town Manager, 

Paige Dowling, to accept the Duke Energy Foundation’s Local Environmental Impact 

Grant, if awarded, and to hire a professional trail builder and have signage designed and 

installed. 

 

 

Approved this the 10th day of July 2025. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

 

 

______________________________ 

Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk 
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