
 

TOWN OF SYLVA 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, October 13, 2022 at 5:30 PM 

Board Room, 83 Allen Street Sylva, North Carolina 
   

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

All items listed and adopted are for discussion or possible action 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Consent Agenda 10-13-2022 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

REPORTS 

2. Mayor's Report 

3. Commissioner's Report 

4. Manager's Report 

NEW BUSINESS 

5. Allen Street Project Ordinance Update 

6. Bryson Park Project Ordinance Update 

7. Allen Street Award Approval 

8. Resolution of Intent-Section 30:  Streets and Sidewalks. (Public Solicitation) 

9. Planning Board Bylaws 

10. Poteet Bathroom Discussion 

CLOSED SESSION 

Pursuant to G.S 143-318.ll(a)(3) - Consult with Attorney 

ADJOURNMENT 
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AMENDED 

TOWN OF SYLVA 

ALLEN STREET LANDSLIDE CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the Town of Sylva, North Carolina, that, 

pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statues of North Carolina, the following 

capital project is adopted: 

 

Section  1. The project authorized is the for the engineering, building, and repairing of a landslide 

area along Allen Street.   

 

Section  2.  Allen Street is a municipal street meeting the requirements of a Powell Bill eligible 

street and recorded within the municipal street system of the Town of Sylva. 

 

Section 3. The project may be funded by financing through debt, grant funding, fund balance 

reserves, earmarked monies or other revenue sources that are applicable.  

 

Section 4.  The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the capital project within 

the budget contained herein.   
 

Section 5.  The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 

 

Revenues: 

Earmarked Money (GF 10-560-7600)                                                      $   426,000 

GF Fund Balance (Board Approved on June 10, 2021)                                324,000 

GF Fund Balance (6/30/2021 Capital Transfer)                                            490,500 

GF Fund Balance Appropriation (4/21/2022)                                               323,647 

DOT Contingency Funds Reimbursement                                                    750,000 

                                                                                                                  $ 2,314,147 

 

Expenditures:                                                                                               

Slope Stabilization                      $1,426,268 

Preconstruction Consulting Services                                                                 5,000 

Preconstruction Design Services                                                                   158,932 

Topo Survey                                                                                                      7,000 

Overhead Utility Relocation                                                                          141,000 

Rock Exclusion                                                                                                20,000 

Contingency                                                                                                   142,627 

Contribution to Allen Street Fund Balance                                                   413,320 

                                                                                                                  $ 2,314,147 

 

Section  6. The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the capital project ordinance 

sufficient detailed accounting records to satisfy the requirements of a grantor agency and any 

federal regulations if applicable. 
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Section   7.  If needed, funds may be advanced from the General Fund Balance for the purpose of 

making payments due. Any funds appropriated from Fund Balance will be approved by the Board 

of Commissioners. 

 

Section  8.  The Finance Officer is directed to report on a quarterly basis the financial status of 

each project element in Section 5. 

 

Section  9.  Copies of this capital project ordinance shall be furnished to the Clerk of the Governing 

Board and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project. 

 

Section 10.  Fund 22 (Allen Street Landslide Project) will account for the bookkeeping records 

of this project. 

 

 

Adopted this the 13th day of October 2022  

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Lynda Sossamon, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:       

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Amanda Murajda, Town Clerk    
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RESOLUTION OF INTENT 

2022-10 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN OF SYLVA  

TO CONSIDER AMENDING SECTION 30 OF THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES 

ENTITLED: STREETS AND SIDEWALKS. 

 

WHEREAS, N.C.G.S. §160A-174 authorizes the Board of Commissioners to establish and amend 

ordianances; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners finds it necessary to amend section 30 of the Town Code 

of Ordinances titled: Streets and Sidewalks; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners considers it advisable to conduct a public hearing for the 

purpose of giving consideration to the proposed amendments to section 30 of the Town Code of 

Ordinances.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Sylva 

that; 

 

(1) A public hearing will be held at 5:30 pm on the 10th day of November 2022, at Sylva 

Municipal Hall to consider proposed amendments to section 30 of the Town Code of 

Ordinances entitled:  Streets and Sidewalks. 

 

(2) The Town Clerk is hereby directed to publish the notice of public hearing for two 

successive weeks in the Sylva Herald. 

 

(3) The proposed amendment is as follows: 
 

  

Section 30-14. Public solicitation and begging upon the Streets and Sidewalks Regulated 
 

Public solicitation and begging upon the Streets and Sidewalks Regulated.  

 

A. DEFINITIONS:  

 

1. Accosting: approaching or speaking to an individual or individuals in such a manner as would cause 

a reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the commission of a criminal act upon his or 

her person, or upon property in his or her immediate possession.  

2. Beg, solicit or panhandle: use of the spoken, written, or printed word, or other acts as are conducted 

in the furtherance of the purpose of immediately collecting contributions for the use of one's self or 

others. As used in sections 1 through 3, the word "solicit," and its forms, includes begging and 

panhandling. 

3. Financial institution: any bank, industrial bank, credit union, savings and loan, or automated teller 

machine.  

4. Forcing oneself upon the company of another:  

a. Continuing to solicit in close proximity to the individual addressed after the person to whom the 

solicitation is directed has made a negative response, either verbally, by physical sign, by 

attempting to leave the presence of the person soliciting, or by other negative indication; 
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b. Blocking the passage of the individual solicited; or 

c. Otherwise engaging in conduct that could reasonably be construed as intending to compel or 

force a person to accede to a solicitation.  

 

B. PROHIBITED ACTS: 

It shall be unlawful for any person to beg, solicit, or panhandle, as defined in the subsection titled definitions 

above:  

1. By accosting another, or by forcing oneself upon the company of another; 

2. Within 100 feet of any financial institution; 

3. Within 100 feet of any intersection of a public vehicular road;  

4. Within 15’ of the edge of the pavement or top of the curb of a public vehicular road;  

5. Within 20 feet of any commercial establishment which is open for business; 

6. While the person being solicited is standing in line waiting to be admitted to a commercial 

establishment; 

7. By touching the person being solicited without that person's consent; 

8. By blocking the path of a person being solicited or blocking the entrance or exit to any building 

or vehicle; 

9. By following the person who has been solicited after that person has declined the request or 

walked away; 

10. By or with the use of threatening, profane, or abusive language, during the solicitation or 

following an unsuccessful solicitation;  

11. By or with the use of any gesture or act intended to cause a reasonable person to be fearful of the 

solicitor or feel compelled to accede to the solicitation; 

12. Between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; 

13. While under the influence of alcohol or after having illegally used any controlled    substance, as 

defined in the North Carolina Controlled Substance Act; 

14. By using false or misleading information such as stating that the donation is needed to meet a 

specific need which does not exist, is already met, or when the requestor already possesses the 

funds necessary to meet the stated need; or such as representing that the solicitor is a veteran 

when the requestor is in fact not a veteran of the military; 

15.  By indicating that the solicitor or any member of his family suffers from a physical or mental 

disability when such information is false; 

 

 

C. PENALTY: A violation of this section is punishable as a misdemeanor as set forth in N.C.G.S. §14-4.  

 

State law references:   

Authority to regulate soliciting in the highway, streets and right of ways. N.C.G.S. §20-175(d) 

Authority to prohibit or regulate begging, N.C.G.S. §160A-179  

    

 

This the 13th day of October, 2022. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Lynda Sossamon, Mayor 

ATTESTED BY: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk 
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BY-LAWS AND GENERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

 

TOWN OF SYLVA 

PLANNING BOARD 

 

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE 

 

 The Planning Board shall be governed by the terms of Chapter 160 D-301, of the General 

Statutes of the State of North Carolina, as well as the “Ordinance to Establish a Planning Board 

for the Town of Sylva.” All members of the Planning Board shall thoroughly familiarize 

themselves with these laws. For the purposes of this set of by-laws, the Sylva Planning Board 

shall hereafter be referred to as the “Board.” 

 

ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP 

The Board shall consist of 7 members appointed by the Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners.  

Section 1. All members shall have equal rights, duties and privileges on all issues brought before 

the Board.  

Section 2. Six at-large members must reside within the town limits of Sylva. One member shall 

reside within the town’s extraterritorial planning jurisdiction and shall be appointed by the 

Jackson County Board of Commissioners, however, shall the county board fail to make such 

appointments within 90 days, the Town Board may make such appointments. The extraterritorial 

jurisdiction shall have proportional representation on the Planning Board.   

Section 3. In the event of a vacancy on the Board, the Board of Commissioners shall appoint a 

new member to fill the unexpired term of the vacated position. 

Section 6. Members shall serve three-year terms. All members shall serve a maximum of three 

consecutive full terms, with the exception of the representative from the extra-territorial 

jurisdiction. Terms of initial appointments shall be staggered so that all terms do not expire 

simultaneously.  

Section 7. Any member who misses more than three (3) consecutive regular meetings, or more 

than half the regular meetings in a calendar year shall be replaced by the Town Board of 

Commissioners. Absences due to sickness, death, or other emergencies shall be excused 

absences.  

ARTICLE III. POWERS AND DUTIES 

Section 1. The Planning Board shall have the power to perform the following duties at the 

direction of the Board of Commissioners: 

1. Make studies of the Town and the surrounding areas; 
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2. Determine objectives to be sought in the development of the study area; 

3. Prepare plans for achieving these objectives; 

4. Develop and recommend policies, ordinances, administrative procedures, and other 

means for carrying out plans in a coordinated and efficient manner; 

5. Advise the Board of Commissioners concerning the use and amendment of means for 

carrying out plans; 

6. Perform any other duties that the Board of Commissioners may direct. 

 

ARTICLE III. OFFICERS AND SUPPORT STAFF 

Section 1. The officers of the Board shall be Board members and shall consist of a chairperson 

and vice-chairperson elected by a majority vote of the Board. Officers shall be chosen annually 

at the first meeting held after July 1st. Officers shall serve a one-year term and are eligible for 

reelection of additional terms.  

Section 2. The chairperson shall preside at all meetings and hearings of the Board and shall have 

the duties normally conferred by parliamentary usage of such office. 

Section 3. The chairperson shall have the privilege of discussing all matters before the Board, 

making motions or seconds and of voting thereon.  

Section 4. The vice-chairperson shall act for the chairperson in his/her absence and shall exercise 

the same powers and duties as the chairperson in such instances.  

Section 5. The Town Clerk shall keep all minutes, records, conduct all correspondence, arrange 

for all required public notices, notify members of pending meetings, their agenda, and generally 

oversee all aspects of the Board’s clerical work.  

Section 6. The Town Clerk shall keep the minutes of every meeting of the Board. The minutes 

shall show the record of all important facts pertaining to each meeting or hearing, every 

resolution acted upon by the Board and all votes of members of the Board upon any resolution or 

upon the final determination of any question. 

ARTICLE IV. MEETINGS 

Section 1. Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Board shall be held every month on the 

fourth Thursday of the month at 5:00 p.m. in the Town Hall provided that meetings may be held 

at any other convenient place in the Town of Sylva if directed by the chairperson in advance of 

the meeting. Faithful attendance at all meetings of the Board and conscientious performance of 

the duties required of members of the Board shall be considered a prerequisite of continuing 

membership on the Board. If a Board member fails to attend more than three (3) consecutive 

meetings, that member may be replaced.  
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Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Board may be called at any time by the 

Town Clerk. At least forty- eight (48) hours written notice of the time and place of special 

meetings shall be given, by the Town Clerk or by the chairperson, to each member of the Board.  

Section 3. Cancellation of Meetings. The Town Clerk may dispense with a regular meeting by 

giving written or oral notice to all members not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time 

set for the meetings.  

Section 4. Voting. All members may vote on any issue unless they have disqualified themselves 

for any reason. In all other matters, such as conducting general business of the Board and 

providing recommendations to the Board of Commissioners, issues may be decided by a majority 

vote provided a quorum is present. A quorum shall consist of at least four members.  

Section 5. Conduct of Meetings. All meetings shall be open to the public. The order of business 

at regular meetings shall be as follows:  

a) Determination of quorum 

b) Approval of previous minutes 

c) Review and recommendations on agenda items 

d) Consideration of additional agenda items 

e) Adjournment 

 

ARTICLE V. AMENDMENTS. 

 These rules may, within the limits allowed by law, be amended at any time by an 

affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Planning Board, provided that such 

amendment be presented in writing at a regular or special meeting preceding the meeting at 

which the vote is taken.  
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