
 

TOWN OF SYLVA 
SUPPLEMENTAL BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

Thursday, March 26, 2026 at 9:00 AM 

Board Room, 83 Allen Street Sylva, North Carolina 
   

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

All items listed and adopted are for discussion or possible action 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

1. March 26, 2026 Consent Agenda 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

REPORTS 

2. Mayor's Report 

3. Commissioner's Report 

4. Manager's Report 

5. Public Works Department Report 

6. Police Department Report 

7. Fire Department Report 

8. Main Street Report 

9. TWSA Board Report 

10. Pinnacle Park Report 

NEW BUSINESS 

11. Recognition of Appreciation 

12. Resolution in Support of Jackson County Library 

13. Local News Day Proclamation 
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14. Resolution of Exemption from Architect/Engineer/Surveyor Qualifications-Based Selection--

Ritz Parking Lot 

15. FY 2025-2026 Audit Contract 

16. Special Event Request--Jackson Co. Farmer's Market--Alcohol Service 

ADJOURNMENT 
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R2026-04 

 

TOWN OF SYLVA 

NORTH CAROLINA 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF KEEPING THE JACKSON COUNTY LIBRARY 

COMPLEX UNDER THE CONTROL AND LEASING AUTHORITY OF THE 

JACKSON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WHEREAS, the Jackson County Public Library serves as a vital educational, cultural, and community 

resource for the residents of the Town of Sylva and Jackson County; and 

WHEREAS, the Jackson County Library Complex — including the library building, the community 

gathering spaces and the old Jackson County courthouse— represents a significant public investment in 

literacy, lifelong learning, historical preservation, and equal access to information; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Sylva has historically used the community and meeting rooms in the old 

courthouse when the Town’s meeting room was not large enough to accommodate; and  

WHEREAS, the Jackson County Public Library system has historically maintained stewardship, 

management, and leasing authority over the Jackson County Library Complex, ensuring that decisions 

regarding use of the facilities are aligned with the library’s mission and consistent with community needs; 

and 

WHEREAS, maintaining the library’s control and leasing authority promotes stability, continuity of 

operations, and responsible space management that prioritizes public benefit, educational programming, 

and community access; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Sylva recognizes the Jackson County Public Library as a trusted and capable 

public institution, whose governance structure and oversight mechanisms ensure that use of the Library 

Complex is devoid of partisan politics, ensures the best interests and continued public use by the residents 

of Sylva and Jackson County; and 

WHEREAS, transferring, reducing, or altering the library’s authority over the Jackson County Library 

Complex could jeopardize the consistency, accessibility, and mission-driven use of these facilities, 

potentially impacting local residents, community organizations, and public services; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Sylva wishes to affirm its support for the Jackson County Public Library’s 

continued management role and to encourage cooperative decision-making that protects the long-term 

public interest. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Sylva that 

the Town hereby expresses its strong support for keeping the Jackson County Library Complex under the 

direct control, management, and leasing authority of the Jackson County Public Library; and 
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R2026-04 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town encourages Jackson County leadership and the Jackson 

County Library Board to work collaboratively to ensure that all future decisions regarding the facility 

continue to prioritize public use, educational access, cultural programming, and the long-term mission of 

the library system; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Jackson County Board 

of Commissioners, the Jackson County Library Board of Trustees, and the Fontana Regional Library 

administration. 

Adopted this the ___ day of __________, 2026. 

 

______________________________ 

Mayor Johnny Phillips, Town of Sylva 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Town Clerk 
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Town of Sylva 

Local News Day Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Americans overwhelmingly say local news and information is the most important 

and most trusted source of news; 

WHEREAS, local journalism is a foundational element of a functioning and healthy democracy; 

WHEREAS, local journalism equips communities for civic engagement and action;  

WHEREAS, communities across the state are joining together to recognize and celebrate the 

importance of local news on April 9th; 

WHEREAS, the Sylva community relies on trusted local news for reliable, vetted information, 

both in daily living and in moments of crisis; 

WHEREAS, Sylva is home to several news outlets;  

WHEREAS, Sylva recognizes the critical importance of local news in many forms; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS PROCLAIMED by the Town of Sylva Board of Commissioners, 

that April 9, 2026, is “Local News Day” in the Town of Sylva and commend its observance to all 

residents. 

SOURCES 

https://localnewsday.org/ 

https://www.theajp.org/news-insights/the-state-of-local-news-and-why-it-matters/ 

https://projectforcivichealth.org/why-local-news-media-is-important-to-democracy/ 

https://knightfoundation.org/articles/case-study/nc-news-ecosystem/ 

https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/10/29/how-americans-trust-in-information-from-

news-organizations-and-social-media-sites-has-changed-over-time/ 

 

Approved this the 26th day of March 2026. 

 

      ____________________________________ 

       Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk 
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R2026-05 

RESOLUTION FOR EXEMPTION FROM ARCHITECT/ENGINEER/SURVEYOR 

QUALIFICATION-BASED SELECTION PROCESS 
 

 

Whereas, G.S. 143-64.31 requires the initial solicitation and evaluation of firms to perform architectural, 

engineering, surveying, construction management-at-risk services, and design-build services 

(collectively “design services”) to be based on qualifications and without regard to fee; and 

Whereas, the Town of Sylva proposes to enter into one or more contracts for engineering services for a 

preliminary engineering report for the Ritz Lot Downtown Stormwater Inlet Rehabilitation and 

Capacity Improvement Project; and 

Whereas, G.S 143-64.32 authorizes units of local government to exempt contracts for engineering services 

from the qualifications-based selection requirements of G.S 143-64.31 if the estimated fee is less 

than $50,000; and 

Whereas, the estimated fee for the preliminary engineering report for the above-described project is less 

than $50,000; and 

Whereas, the preliminary engineering report is required prior to executing a grant project for this project; 

and 

Whereas, the engineering for design services for the project will be subject to qualification-based selection; 

and 

Whereas, this qualifies as a water quality expenditure 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Sylva that  

1. The above-described project is hereby made exempt from the provisions of G.S. 143-64.31. 

2. This resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 

Approved this the 26th day of March, 2026. 

 

_____________________________ 

Johnny Phillips, Mayor 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Amanda W. Murajda, Town Clerk  
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