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CITY COUNCIL MEETING REGULAR SESSION 

Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 5:00 PM 

City Hall, 102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd, Sweeny, Texas 

AGENDA 

BE IT KNOWN that the City Council of the City of Sweeny will meet in Regular Session on Tuesday, 
June 20, 2023 at 5:00 PM. at City Hall, 102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd, Sweeny, Texas with the following 
agenda. Council is conducted under modified Roberts Rules of Order as approved by Resolution 102-16; 
July 19, 2016. In accordance with Chapter §551 of the Texas Government Code, if required, the Council 
may conduct an executive session on any of the agenda items provided the City Attorney is present.  

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

PLEDGES & INVOCATION; Invocation to be led by Pastor B.J. McCurdy 

EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 
551.071, 551.072 AND 551.074 

The City Council will now convene into executive session pursuant to the provision of Chapter 551 Texas 
Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained therein: 

1. Deliberations Regarding Real Property; Sec. 551.072; A governmental body may conduct a 
closed meeting to deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if 
deliberation in an open meeting would have detrimental effect on the position of the 
governmental body in negotiations with a third person - (Phillips 66 Property located at 1008 E 
Ashley Wilson Road).  

2. Deliberation Regarding Personnel Matters regarding the appointment, employment, evaluation, 
reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or employee, pursuant to Section 
551.074 of the Texas Government Code. (Director of Public Works) 

3. Consultation with Attorney, Pursuant to Section 551.071(1)(a)of the Texas Government Code; 
Construction Contract and Project Scope of 2019 Bond Issue Water Line Improvements 

4. Consultation with Attorney, Pursuant to Section 551.071(1)(a) of the Texas Government Code; 
Water System and Softener 

OPEN SESSION 

The City Council will now adjourn Executive Session, reconvene into Open Session pursuant to the 
Provisions of Chapter 551 Texas Government Code and take action, if any, on item(s) discussed during 
Closed Executive Session. 

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL 
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This item is available for those citizens wishing to address City Council on an issue not on the agenda.  Any 
item discussed cannot be voted on but could be considered for placement on the agenda of the next 
regularly scheduled meeting. Limited to three (3) minutes. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

All of the following items on the Consent Agenda are considered to be self-explanatory by the Council and 
will be enacted with one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless requested by 
the Mayor or a Council Member; in which event, the items will be removed from the consent agenda and 
considered separately. 

5. Minutes: Special Session, May 23, 2023 

6. Proclamation:   The 2023 Sweeny Girls 10U Softball Allstars 

REGULAR AGENDA 

7. Updates to Water and Wastewater System; Inframark 

8. Discussion/ Possible Action on Rehabbing Sewer on Mac Drive 

9. Discussion/ Possible Action on Agenda Request Received for City Owned Property Located 
Behind Sweeny Community Center; Jacob Strother 

10. Discussion/ Possible Action on Replat to Combine Two Adjoining Properties into One; 1604 
Milian Circle 

11. Discussion/ Possible Action on Replat of 10.879 acres located at Industrial Park  

12. Discussion/ Possible Action on Approving a Grant by Sweeny Economic Development 
Corporation to Sweeny Tire & Auto  

13. Discussion/ Possible Action on Amendment to the Sweeny Economic Development 
Corporations FY 2022/2023 Budget 

14. Discussion/ Possible Action on Sweeny Economic Development Corporations FY 2023/2024 
Budget 

15. Discussion/ Possible Action on Variance Requested to City Ordinance, Chapter 115; Mobile 
Food Establishments 

16. Discussion/ Possible Action to Amend Chapter 113 City Ordinance; Alcohol Sales 

17. Discussion/ Possible Action to Remove Jeff Farley from all City Bank Accounts and to add 
Mayor Dusty Hopkins to all City Bank Accounts.  

18. Discussion/ Possible Action on Scheduling a City Council Budget Workshop; FY Budget 
2023/2024 

19. Discussion/ Possible Action on Bid Received for Library/Community Center Repairs 

20. Discussion/ Possible Action of the Annual Adoption of the City of Sweeny's Investment Policy  
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21. Discussion/ Possible Action on Adopting a Local Homestead Exemption of 5% in the City of 
Sweeny. 

ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 

ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION 

 

I certify that the notice and agenda of items to be considered by the Sweeny City Council on June 20, 
2023 was posted on the City Hall bulletin board on ______________________________________, 
2023, at approximately _________. 

 

___________________________________  
Kaydi Smith, City Secretary 

 

I hereby certify that this Public Notice was removed from the City Hall bulletin board on 
__________________________________, 2023 at approximately __________.   

 

___________________________________  
Kaydi Smith, City Secretary  
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING SPECIAL SESSION 

Tuesday, May 23, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd, Sweeny, Texas 

MINUTES 

BE IT KNOWN that the City Council of the City of Sweeny will meet in Regular Session on Tuesday, May 
23, 2023 at 6:00 PM. at City Hall, 102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd, Sweeny, Texas with the following agenda.  

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

Mayor Hopkins called the meeting to order at 6 P.M. 

Mark Morgan Jr., Reese Cook, Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and Tim Pettigrew were all in attendance.  

City Officials present included the City Manager Lindsay Koskiniemi, Police Chief Brad Caudle, City 
Attorney Charlie Stevenson, City Secretary Kaydi Smith 

PLEDGES & INVOCATION 

The pledges were led by Reese Cook and the invocation was given by Attorney Stevenson.  

CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS CITY COUNCIL 

Tracy Butcher with Inframark gave Council an update on the Water Plant and Wastewater Plant.  Inframark 
is currently operating both the Water Plant and Wastewater Plant.    

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Minutes: Regular Session, May 16, 2023 
Mark Morgan Jr. made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular session from May 16, 
2023.   Tim Pettigrew seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

REGULAR AGENDA 

2. Discuss/Take action on Variance Requested to Chapter 156: Signs to Exceed Allowable 
Commercial Signage Requirements for Free-Standing Sign and Attached Building Signage; 904 
N Main Street 
Mark Pullen with Compadres Design Inc. addressed Council and stated the sign specs are the 
standard sizes that Dollar General normally places at their store sites.  He is asking for a 
variance to exceed the allowable sizes to match plans provided for the free standing and 
attached building signage.  Council members expressed concern of the illumination produced by 
the free-standing sign to be installed near the roadway and times of illumination. Compadres 
stated they use the colors on the sign in order to reduce illumination versus using white and 
corporate would be responsible for the timing of the signs.    
John Rambo made the motion to approve the variance due to affirmative findings required by 
the ordinance.  Mark Morgan Jr. seconded.  Mark Morgan Jr., Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and 
Tim Pettigrew were in favor.  Reese Cook opposed.  Motion Carried.  
 

3. Discuss/Take Action on Approving an ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND ORDERING THE 
ISSUANCE OF CITY OF SWEENY, TEXAS LIMITED TAX NOTE, SERIES 2023; SPECIFYING 
THE TERMS AND FEATURES OF SUCH NOTE; LEVYING A CONTINUING DIRECT ANNUAL 
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AD VALOREM TAX FOR THE PAYMENT OF SAID NOTE; AND RESOLVING OTHER 
MATTERS INCIDENT AND RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE, SALE, PAYMENT, AND 
DELIVERY OF A PAYING AGENT/REGISTRAR AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
Mayor Hopkins read a portion of the proposed ordinance aloud when announcing the agenda 
item. City Manager stated that we have applied for the TxDot Sidewalk Alternatives Grant and 
this has a reimbursement of 80%.  The City is responsible for the 20%, in which the City plans 
to use one hundred percent of the Sidewalk Fund to contribute.  The City is required to be able 
to show we can fund the project if granted.  Awards are expected to be completed by July or 
August of 2023. Scope of the project was reviewed with Council.   
Mark Morgan Jr. made the motion to approve the ordinance as read by Dusty Hopkins. Tim 
Pettigrew seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

4. Discuss/Take Action on City Donated Services  
Discussion was held on the services that the City donates and subsidizes for, which include 
Bennett Outlar Park, Sweeny Cemetery, Boy Scout House, Girl Scout House, and Marsh Vet 
Clinic.  This item was previously discussed sixty days prior. Concerns of the City owned 
property adjoining the Little League fields were addressed by the public attending.  Information 
was given stating we can only discuss the agenda item topic and the separate item would need 
to be addressed at a later date.  A member in the public asked why the Softball District 27 girls 
were not recognized, as they are in attendance, for their hard work in becoming the District 27 
Champs.  Councilman Rambo stated he was contacted today for recognition of the girls.  He is 
planning to put the recognition on next months agenda to include The Facts newspaper.    
Brian Brooks made the motion that the City sever ties with donating services, including water, 
sewer, trash, and electricity to the organizations of Bennett Outlar Park, Sweeny Cemetery, Girl 
Scout House and Boy Scout House effective with a thirty (30) day notice. Tim Pettigrew 
seconded.  Mark Morgan Jr., Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and Tim Pettigrew approved.  Reese 
Cook abstained.  Motion carried.  
 

5. Discuss/Take Action on Approving Contractor for Road and Utility Expansion and Improvements 
at the Sweeny EDC Industrial Park  
Colby Lowrie of Altimira approached Council on behalf of the Sweeny EDC.  Per Council’s last 
decision, he did reach out to Tindol to see if they would either, come down from the original 
award price to $940,000.00 or withdraw. Tindol agreed to withdraw by email confirmation.  
Lowrie then reached out to Southern Gulf Solutions for the previous bid submitted. Southern 
Gulf Solutions have increased their bid due to concrete prices.  Lowie explained the original 
Tindol bid and compared it to Southern Gulf Solution’s original and revised bid.  Sweeny EDC is 
also requesting approval for financing in the next agenda item.  Mayor and Council agreed to 
talk about both agenda items together.  Total cost of the project with contingency is 
$1,192,141.28.   Concerns were expressed on SEDC’s budget and the remaining fund balance 
if financing were to be approved.  Nina Christie, EDC President, stated a $4,992.63 monthly 
loan payment is obtainable by the EDC.  EDC receives all funds from sales tax revenue or 
investment earnings. Due to local businesses closing, April’s sales tax revenue has decreased, 
in which sales tax totals received were $46,113.09.  This is $8,000.00 less than average.  SEDC 
President stated that by completing this road and utility project, they will be bringing in additional 
sales tax once businesses are able to access the property and establish.   
Brian Brooks made the motion to accept the bid for $908,644.59 for Southern Gulf Solutions as 
the contractor for the road and utility expansion and improvements at the Sweeny EDC 
Industrial Park. Mark Morgan Jr. seconded.  Mark Morgan Jr., Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and 
Tim Pettigrew approved.  Reese Cook opposed.  Motion carried.  
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6. Discuss/Take Action on Approval of Resolution for Financing of the Road and Utility Expansion 
and Improvements at Sweeny EDC Industrial Park  
Continued discussion ensued regarding the finance amount for the Industrial Park utility 
expansion and improvements.  SEDC is pursuing a loan in the amount of $802,834.28.            
Monthly loan payments will be $4,992.63.  The loan term is for twenty-five years at 5.63% 
interest.  EDC plans to use $400,000.00 towards the road and utility expansion from their 
current accounts, leaving them with approximately $175,000.00 on hand.   
Reese Cook made a motion to table the item to have a joint meeting with EDC to discuss their 
new budget before approving financing.  Mark Morgan Jr. seconded.  Mark Morgan Jr. and 
Reese Cook approved.  Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and Tim Pettigrew opposed.  Motion failed.  
Brian Brooks made the motion to secure financing in the amount of $802,834.28. Tim Pettigrew 
seconded.  Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and Tim Pettigrew approved.  Mark Morgan Jr. and 
Reese Cook opposed.  Motion carried.  
 

7. Discuss/Take action on water intrusion at ground level at Sweeny Community Library and 
proposed budget amendment. 
City Manager stated we recently had a large rain event in which the Library took on water.   
They have determined two issues from where the water is intruding: the parapets on the roof 
and the weep holes at ground level.  Nichole Tackwell and David Galloway with Brazos 
Commercial Roofing approached Council stating the water intrusion at roof level is due to the 
rust on the internal gutters.  The water intrusion at ground level is due to the weep holes in the 
brick. In order to fix at ground level, they would need to cut out and replace bricking up to three 
bricks high and insert a water proof backing prior to replacing.  This portion has been estimated 
at $28,500.00 and includes both the Library and Community Center. Additionally, for the roof 
intrusion, Brazos Commercial has placed silicone on the leaking area at no cost to the City.  
However, this is a temporary solution.  They will need to investigate further to see how much of 
the parapets and internal gutters will need repair. An option was given for Brazos Commercial to 
go ahead with the inspection to provide an estimate for necessary repairs, which would be 
$3,900.00.  This would require a budget amendment which the City Manager stated could be 
taken from Interest Revenue earned.  Council discussed options of waiting and discussing 
further at the Strategic Planning Session on June 10th, 2023.  
Reese Cook made the motion to approve $3,900.00 from Interest Revenue for Brazos 
Commercial Roofing to perform an inspection and provide an estimate.  Mark Morgan Jr. 
seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

8. Discuss/Take action on City-owned property at 111 W. 3rd Street, and corresponding lease 
agreements with Sweeny Economic Development Corporation, Sweeny Chamber of 
Commerce, and Brazoria County Appraisal District Tax office. 
City Manager stated the City received complaints by tenants of the smells at the 
SEDC/Chamber/Tax Office building.  She did have an environmental company come out and 
complete a full investigation including samples.  Samples came back positive for mold and the 
building is in deplorable condition.  Discussion ensued regarding insurance claims, current 
tenants, and path forward.  Council discussed revisiting the facility issues at the Strategic 
Planning Session on June 10th, 2023.  Attorney Stevenson stated that the tenant lease 
agreements do expire in September of this year and a thirty (30) day notice is required to cancel 
the lease or they automatically renew.    
No action; discussion only.   
 

9. Discuss/Take Action on Approving a Resolution to Require that Police Hired for Security During 
Events on City Property be Employed by the City of Sweeny. 
Chief Caudle approached Council on adopting a resolution that requires Sweeny PD to be used 
for all security events within the city limits. If Sweeny PD cannot assis, the Sweeny Police 
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Department would be responsible to obtain an outside agency.  Chief stated that in the past, 
other outside agencies have been hired by groups/renters before checking with Sweeny PD. He 
feels Sweeny PD should have first opportunity.    Councilman Rambo expressed concern over 
free enterprise and monopoly, as some groups check around for the lowest rates due to budget 
constraints.  Chief explained that they do try to work with organizations and stay at competitive 
rates.  Per the letter attached with the resolution presented, the Sweeny Police Chief would 
have the right to allow other accommodations for security if needed, but it would need to go thru 
Sweeny PD first.   
Tim Pettigrew made the motion to approve the resolution that requires any police hired for 
security during events on city property be employed by the City of Sweeny.  Item died for lack of 
second.   
Discussion ensued over the resolution verbiage versus agenda item language.  The resolution 
does not state employed by the City of Sweeny.   
Tim Pettigrew made the motion to adopt the resolution as stated. Reese Cook seconded.  All in 
favor. Motion carried.   
 

10. Discuss/Take action to remove Chad Makara from all Sweeny Police Department bank 
accounts and to add Brad Caudle, Erica Harris, and Karla Wilson as signors to all Sweeny 
Police Department bank accounts. 
John Rambo made the motion to remove Chad Makara from all Sweeny Police Department 
bank accounts and to add Brad Caudle, Erica Harris, and Karla Wilson as signors to all Sweeny 
Police Department bank accounts. Tim Pettigrew seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried.  
 

11. Discuss/Take Action on Appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem 
Brian Brooks made the motion to appoint John Rambo as Mayor Pro-Tem.  Tim Pettigrew 
seconded.  Mark Morgan Jr., Brian Brooks, John Rambo, and Tim Pettigrew were in favor.  
Reese Cook opposed.  Motion carried.  
 

12. Discuss/Take Action on the Appointment of a City Official to the Fire Department Pension Board 
City Manager stated previously, Councilman Hayes held the liaison position.  Now that Hayes is 
no longer on City Council, the Fire Department Pension Board is needing an official to 
participate.  
Brian Brooks made the motion to appoint Mark Morgan Jr. as the city official to the Fire 
Department Pension Board.  John Rambo seconded.  Reese Cook, Brian Brooks, John Rambo, 
and Tim Pettigrew were in favor.  Mark Morgan Jr. abstained.  Motion carried.   

ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST 

John Rambo recognized the Sweeny Girls Softball Association 10U Team as they are District 27 
Champs.  He praised their outstanding hard work and dedication. He plans to add them to next months 
agenda and recognize the team.  

City Manager stated the playground equipment is stated to be delivered at the end of June.   

ADJOURN REGULAR SESSION 

Mayor Hopkins adjourned the meeting at 7:38 p.m. 

Passes and approved this ________ day of ________________________. 

_________________________________  

Kaydi Smith - City Secretary  
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CITY OF SWEENY 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

 

PROCLAMATION 
Recognizing the 2023 Sweeny Girls 10U Softball Allstars 

 

 WHEREAS, the hard work, dedication, sportsmanship, talent and team chemistry 
of the 2023 Sweeny Girls 10U Softball Allstars has enabled these athletes to earn the 2023 
District 27 Championship title; and 

WHEREAS, Manager Jake Strother, along with coaching staff Philip Johnson, 
Kathya Hammond, Shawn Haseloff, and Aaron Watson, along with grandparents, 
friends and family were integral in guiding the team to victory through their unwavering 
support; and 

WHEREAS, the following members of the 2023 Sweeny Girls 10U Softball Allstars 
are very much deserving of recognition for their on and off the field success: 

 

Kalyn Stone #1 Shyanne Jones #10 Knightley Hammond #21 

Karmyn Carter #3 Ella Strother #11 Allyson Toliver #27 

Emma Watson #7 Brelynn Keener #13 Charlie Haseloff #89 

Emma Strother #9 Danica Wilkerson #17 Elizabeth Paniagua #99 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, that we, the Mayor, and the City of Sweeny, 
hereby congratulate the 2023 Sweeny Girls 10U Softball Allstars for earning the 2023 
District 27 Championship Title.  

 IN WITNESS WHEROF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the 
City of Sweeny to be affixed this the 20th  day of  June, 2023. 

     

 

     _________________________________ 

         Mayor Dusty Hopkins 
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Inframark 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Water/Wastewater 

Subject Updates to the Water/Wastewater Systems 

Attachments N/A 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: - 

Amount Budgeted: - 

Account Number: - 

Additional Appropriation Required: - 

Additional Account Number: - 

 

Executive Summary 
Updates to the Water/Wastewater Systems 

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Update Only  
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06.20.2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

Yes Presenter(s) Strand Associates, City Engineer 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

No Department CIP, Sewer 

Subject Discussion and possible action on rehabbing sewer on Mac Drive. 

Attachments 
1) Sewer Map 
2) Email from Strand 
3) Anticipated costs for smoke testing  

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
City staff have received complaints from residents on Mac Drive concerning sewage backing 
up from the sewer system. Staff members have discussed this predicament with the city 
engineer and found there are a few variables attributed to the sewer failure. 
 
The sewer is shallow, and the line has several 90-degree angles. The layout of the line and 
depth of the sewer is not ideal. In addition, when there is heavy rain, the sewer is observed to 
back up. This is typically indicative of a inflow and infiltration problem, which means there is 
additional water intrusion into the system through fractures.  
 
Due to the age of the sewer infrastructure in that area of town I&I is a very likely contributing 
factor. The cost to upsize the sewer line in that area would be very costly. Smoke testing can 
identify areas of water intrusion and is a good starting point to determining project scope of 
repairing the sewer to avoid back-up’s on Mac Drive. 
 

  

Recommended Action 
Staff recommends smoke testing the sewer along Mac Drive. 
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Lindsay Koskiniemi

From: Huebner, William <William.Huebner@strand.com>
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 2:40 PM
To: Lindsay Koskiniemi; Clarence Wittwer
Cc: Ruiz, Morgan; Andrepont, Logan; Rusty Lofton
Subject: Mac Dr. Sewer
Attachments: Mac Dr. Sewer Map.pdf

Lindsay, 
 
As we discussed last week, the issues with the gravity line that receives flow from the Powell Li� Sta�on could be 
approached from a few different angles.  I have a�ached a PDF showing the route of the gravity line in yellow.  This 
follows from the force main discharge on Hammond and follows the route of exis�ng 12” pvc and clay lines through 
town and to the main trunk line on Ave A to the WWTP.  As you recall, the trunk sewer is being replaced as part of the 
GLO project (purple line).  It is possible that some of the flow problems upstream are being caused by this line due to it’s 
age, condi�on and size.  I can’t say for sure that the new GLO project will solve all these issues.   
 
If the City were to look at upsizing the yellow line, that would be a substan�al project.  I can put together costs, but I can 
already say with confidence that this will be in the millions of dollars due to its overall length and loca�on.  A be�er 
op�on might be to conduct some smoke tes�ng of the system to iden�fy sources of Infiltra�on and Inflow.  The map 
shows a lot of this area to s�ll be old clay sewer lines and brick manholes.  Combine that with several service line leaks 
along the route, and we could iden�fy some significant areas that need line replacement to reduce I&I.  In lieu of 
spending money on the main (yellow) line, it may be more cost effec�ve to a�ack the smaller lines that are contribu�ng 
to the overall problem.   
 
If you would like, I can s�ll provide you with a cost opinion for upsizing the line along the yellow route, but the more we 
look at this, smoke tes�ng would be a be�er approach as a first step.  I can put together some budget numbers for 
conduc�ng a smoke test and manhole inspec�on for the area iden�fied in pink.  It would be a good idea to work the rest 
of the collec�on system into a periodic smoke tes�ng regimen in the future, but this pink area is what may be 
contribu�ng to the known problem right now.   
 
Let me know your thoughts.  If you have any ques�ons, please don’t hesitate to call. 
 
Thanks,   
 

 

 William Huebner, P.E.  
 Strand Associates, Inc.®  (F-8405) 
 979.836.7937 ext. 6240 
 william.huebner@strand.com | www.strand.com 
 P.E. (TX) 

   
 Excellence in EngineeringSM  
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A S S O C I A T E S®

Sweeny Sanitary Sewer Map
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Kaydi Smith 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

05/26/2023 Department Zoning  

Subject Replat; Combination of two properties into one; R2 zone 

Attachments Application, Replat (2), Deed 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required:  

Amount Budgeted:  

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
Applicant is requesting a replat to combine two properties into one, combining the 1.95 acres with the 

3.67 acres currently known as 1604 Milian Circle.  Combining the two properties would make the lot 

5.62 acres.   

The properties are within the R2 zone and do adhere to all zoning requirements.  

 

Local Government Code  -  Sec. 212.009.  APPROVAL PROCEDURE: INITIAL APPROVAL.  (a)  The municipal authority 
responsible for approving plats shall approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove a plan or plat within 30 days 
after the date the plan or plat is filed.  A plan or plat is approved by the municipal authority unless it is disapproved 
within that period and in accordance with Section 212.0091. 
Sec. 212.0091.  APPROVAL PROCEDURE:  CONDITIONAL APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL REQUIREMENTS.  (a)  A 
municipal authority or governing body that conditionally approves or disapproves a plan or plat under this 
subchapter shall provide the applicant a written statement of the conditions for the conditional approval or reasons 
for disapproval that clearly articulates each specific condition for the conditional approval or reason for disapproval. 

(b)  Each condition or reason specified in the written statement: 
(1)  must: 

(A)  be directly related to the requirements under this subchapter; and 
(B)  include a citation to the law, including a statute or municipal ordinance, that is the 

basis for the conditional approval or disapproval, if applicable; and 
(2)  may not be arbitrary. 

Added by Acts 2019, 86th Leg., R.S., Ch. 951 (H.B. 3167), Sec. 5, eff. September 1, 2019. 
 

Recommended Action 
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/GetStatute.aspx?Code=LG&Value=212.0091
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/86R/billtext/html/HB03167F.HTM
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/14/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Nina Christie 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Sweeny EDC 

Subject Approve survey for Trilogy Resources, LLC 

Attachments Survey 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required:  

Amount Budgeted:  

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
Sweeny EDC is seeking approval of survey for Trilogy Resources, LLC 

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Approve survey for Trilogy Resources, LLC  
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/14/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Nina Christie 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Sweeny EDC 

Subject Sweeny Tire and Auto Grant 

Attachments Grant application and estimates 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required:  

Amount Budgeted:  

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
Sweeny EDC is seeking approval of a grant to Sweeny Tire and Auto.  The current total is $19,273.98 

and is only valid until 6/15 the estimate is $500 more per lift if after 6/15.  We are asking to approve 

up to $22,000 to cover change in price of the lifts. 

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Approve grant to Sweeny Tire and Auto for up to $22,000.00  
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/14/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Nina Christie 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Sweeny EDC 

Subject Amend 2022 2023 Sweeny EDC Budget 

Attachments Budget 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required:  

Amount Budgeted:  

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
Sweeny EDC is seeking approval to amend 2022 2023 budget.  We received loan proceeds and 

approved a grant for Sweeny Tire and Auto. 

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Approve grant amendments to 2022 2023 budget.  
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2022 - 2023

$240,000.00

$300.00

$303,000.00

$543,300.00

$2,200.00

$900.00

$100.00

$3,500.00

$43,000.00

   Payroll Services including QuickBooks payroll $1,500.00

$5,000.00

$56,200.00

$1,000.00

$1,600.00

$10,000.00

$12,600.00

   Sales Tax Training $600.00

   ARCIT Conference $2,000.00

   TEDC $2,000.00

   Alliance Meetings $400.00

$5,000.00

$75.00

$395.00

$6,000.00

$525.00

$6,995.00

$14,000.00

$85.00

$14,085.00

$15,000.00

$374,920.00

$50,000.00

$0.00

$424,920.00

$8,500.00

     TOTAL INCOME

Category

     INCOME

Sales Tax Revenue

Interest Income

Move from Money Market Account

   Sweeny EDC Ads

     EXPENSES

Office

   Phone/Internet

   Rent

   Postage

   Office Supplies

   Employee Salary including medical benefits

   Legal Services

Total

Advertising

   Public Hearing Notices

Principal

   City Publication

Total

Training/Education/Conferences

Total

Memberships

Sweeny Chamber

Association of Rural Communities in Texas

The Economic Development Alliance

Texas Economic Development Council

Total

Loan

Interest

Total

Mowing Industrial Park

Projects

Industrial Park

Block Grant

Project - Other

Total

Promotions

Fireworks - Pride Day and 4th of July
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$8,500.00

$543,300.00          GRAND TOTAL

Total
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AMEND 2022 - 2023

$240,000.00

$300.00

$303,000.00

Loan $792,141.28

$1,335,441.28

$2,200.00

$900.00

$100.00

$3,500.00

$43,000.00

   Payroll Services including QuickBooks payroll $1,500.00

$5,000.00

$56,200.00

$1,000.00

$1,600.00

$10,000.00

$12,600.00

   Sales Tax Training $600.00

   ARCIT Conference $2,000.00

   TEDC $2,000.00

   Alliance Meetings $400.00

$5,000.00

$75.00

$395.00

$6,000.00

$525.00

$6,995.00

New Loan

$29,031.90 $15,031.90

$5,023.62 $4,938.62

$34,055.52 $19,970.52

$15,000.00

$1,147,090.76

$28,000.00

$22,000.00

$1,197,090.76

     TOTAL INCOME

Category

     INCOME

Sales Tax Revenue

Interest Income

Move from Money Market Account

   Sweeny EDC Ads

     EXPENSES

Office

   Phone/Internet

   Rent

   Postage

   Office Supplies

   Employee Salary including medical benefits

   Legal Services

Total

Advertising

   Public Hearing Notices

Principal

   City Publication

Total

Training/Education/Conferences

Total

Memberships

Sweeny Chamber

Association of Rural Communities in Texas

The Economic Development Alliance

Texas Economic Development Council

Total

Loan

Interest

Total

Mowing Industrial Park

Projects

Industrial Park

Block Grant

Project - Other Sweeny Tire and Auto

Total

Promotions
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$8,500.00

$8,500.00

$1,335,441.28          GRAND TOTAL

Fireworks - Pride Day and 4th of July

Total
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/14/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Nina Christie 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Sweeny EDC 

Subject Approve 2023/2024 budget 

Attachments 2023/2024 budget 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required:  

Amount Budgeted:  

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
Sweeny EDC is seeking approval of 2023/2024 budget.  

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Approve 2023/2024 budget  
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2023 - 2024

$189,428.64

$20,000.00

$772,170.76

$981,599.40

$2,200.00

$12,000.00

$100.00

$2,000.00

$16,300.00

$46,440.00

   Payroll Liabilities $6,500.00

   J and K Payroll $900.00

   Quickbooks Payroll and monthly employee charge $900.00

$54,740.00

$10,000.00

$500.00

$500.00

$10,000.00

$11,000.00

   Sales Tax Training $600.00

   ARCIT Conference $2,000.00

   Executive Director Training $2,000.00

   Mileage Reimbursement $500.00

   Alliance Meetings $400.00

$5,500.00

$75.00

$395.00

$300.00

$525.00

$1,295.00

$44,529.60

$15,382.96

$59,912.56

$5,000.00

$667,851.84

$50,000.00

   Office Supplies

Category

     INCOME

Sales Tax Revenue

Interest Income

Loan

     TOTAL INCOME

     EXPENSES

Office

   Phone/Internet

   Rent

   Postage

Total

Total

Employee

   Employee Salary including medical benefits

Total

   Legal Services

Advertising

   Public Hearing Notices

   Sweeny EDC Ads

   City Publication

Total

Training/Education/Conferences

Projects

Memberships

Sweeny Chamber

Association of Rural Communities in Texas

The Economic Development Alliance

Texas Economic Development Council

Total

Loan

Principal

Interest

Total

Mowing Industrial Park

Industrial Park

Block Grant
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$80,000.00

$797,851.84

$20,000.00

$20,000.00

$981,599.40

Total

          GRAND TOTAL

Project - Other

Total

Promotions

Fireworks - Pride Day and 4th of July
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Kaydi Smith 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Developmental Services 

Subject Variance Request to Chapter 115; Mobile Food Establishments 

Attachments 
Variance Request Application, Additional Information by Requestor, COS Ordinance 
Chapter 115, COS Ordinance Chapter 110  

Variance Requested to Chapter 115; Mobile Food Establishments 

Will not fall strictly under Peddlers as the Mobile Food Establishments are noted under the City Ordinance as 

temperature controlled and this trailer will be stationary at an already established property not under the mobile food 

establishment’s ownership. 

The City does not currently have a semi-permanent option; this is being evaluated to amend the current ordinance with 

provisions on time allowances. Both the MFE and Peddlers Ordinance are contradictory to each other in several 

aspects, therefore, needing a reviewal for both with possible amendments. 

Variance Requested: “Variance request is to bring in a sno-cone trailer to open during the months of the 

summer/fall 

Beal’s Bubbles Washeteria has agreed to allow Sister’s Sweets LLC to occupy space to conduct business on 

their property lot next to their building, sharing the allotted parking for their business” 

Variances Requested within scope of Temporary Permit 

 Usage Period; Requesting allowable for up to 4/5 months; Temporary permits are for 24 hours usage; Section 
2.01(a) 

 Pricing; we charge a daily rate and feels is too expensive to pay each day throughout the time period of 
operation (4/5 months daily fee); Section 2.01; Daily rate is $75.00 

 Requesting temporary hookup to Beals Bubbles water supply by water hose (would need BF preventer); 

Temporary usage states no city utilities will be available; Section 2.01(c) 

Consideration on allowing variance to the permit fees associated- Sales Tax is allocate for the business’ address, 

which is not a Sweeny address.  By Temporary usage it is not required for the business to have Sweeny listed as the 

origin of sale on their Sales Tax ID- only for Permanent Permits 

Variances Requested within scope of Permanent Permit 

 Property is not owned by the food establishment requesting permit; Property must be owned by the food 
establishment applicant and owner; Section 3(a)2 

 Sales Tax ID is not naming COS as origin of sale; Permanent permit requires the mobile food establishment 
provide Sales Tax ID naming the City of Sweeny as the origin of sale; Section 3(a)3 

 Setup utility account; Would be connecting to existing business owner’s for water usage (Beal’s Bubbles); 

Ordinance states: be connected to the City of Sweeny water and sewer system in a manner that complies 

with the current codes of the City of Sweeny and setup required utility account; Section 3(a)4 

 Removal of wheels and be tied down; Is requesting to stay mobile; Required per permanent; Section 3(b)3 

 Fully Skirted; Required per Section 3(b)4 

 Annual permanent permit fee is $150.00 
 

Executive Summary 

Variance Needed per Type Temporary Permanent 

Usage Length (24hrs/Perm) X  

Permit Fee X X 

Utilities Hookups/ Account X X 

Sales Tax  X 

Property Ownership  X 

Parking  X 

Setup 
Requirements/Wheels/Skirting 

 X 
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 
 

 

Approval of the variance requested to allow Sister Sweets LLC to occupy at 602 N Main as a 

(tem/perm) mobile food establishment until ___________date, with a fee of ___________, and 

granting all variances needed within the type of permitting specified.  

OR 

 Deny the variance requested. Requestor must meet the specified guidelines within the City’s 

code of ordinances as stated.  

Recommended Action 
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CHAPTER 115: MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS

Section

   115.01   Permit requirements

   115.02   Temporary food establishments

   115.03   Permanent food establishments

   115.04   Fees

 

   115.99   Penalty

§ 115.01 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS.

   No person shall operate a mobile food establishment, whether temporary, permanent, without first obtaining a permit
issued by the city. The fee for this permit shall be established by the permanently adopted fee schedule of the city. The
following regulations shall apply to all permits granted under this section.

   (A)   Any mobile units, as defined under Tex. Health and Safety Code Chapter 437, making application to register and sell
within the Sweeny city limits may not be more than five years old.

   (B)   All permits shall be issued on an annual basis and shall expire and/or renew upon the first day of each calendar year.

   (C)   Prior to issuing the permit, the city shall inspect the proposed food establishment to determine that it complies with
state laws and regulations.

   (D)   The regulating authority shall suspend the license if violations of the Tex. Health and Safety Code Chapter 437
and/or Tex. Admin. Code, Title 25, § 229.161 are found; and/or if the violation creates an immediate threat to the health and
safety of the public.

   (E)   The food vendor permit shall be displayed on the mobile food unit at all times.

(Ord. 107-20, passed 12-15-20)

§ 115.02 TEMPORARY FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS.

   (A)   Definition. For the purpose of this section, the following definition shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or
requires a different meaning.

      TEMPORARY FOOD ESTABLISHMENT. A food establishment that operates for a period of no more than 24 hours at
any one time and which has a day rate fee, and not the annual fee specified in § 115.01, which is payable prior to operating
the temporary establishment. Fees are not prorated, are non-refundable. and subject to change. All fees are established by
City Council.

   (B)   A temporary food establishment must obtain a temporary permit prior to setting up. Any temporary permit issued
hereunder shall be for a maximum 24 hours. An application for temporary food establishment must be submitted seven days
prior to the designated time for the permitted use.

   (C)   A permitted unit must be readily moveable as stated under the Texas food establishment rules as adopted and
amended and under Tex. Health and Safety Code Chapter 437. A MOBILE FOOD ESTABLISHMENT means an operator of
a vehicle mounted, self- or otherwise propelled, self-contained food service operation designed to be readily moveable
(including, but not limited to, catering trucks, trailers, push carts and roadside vendors) and used to store, prepare, display,
serve or sell food that requires temperature control.

   (D)   No city utilities will be available.

   (E)   A temporary food establishment is only allowed to establish operations within a commercial, industrial, or
institutionally zoned area. The City Manager or his/her designee has the discretion to determine all permitted locations.

   (F)   Permission from the property owner of the specified location is required in a signed written statement which is to be
presented at the time of the application.

   (G)   Any application for a temporary food establishment must include Brazoria County health inspection report approval
and City of Sweeny Fire Marshal inspection report approval.

(Ord. 107-20, passed 12-15-20)

§ 115.03 PERMANENT FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS.

   (A)   Food trucks and/or trailers are an operation that stores, prepares, packages, serves, or otherwise provides food for
human consumption such as: a food service; an operation that is conducted in a permanent facility or location where
consumption is on or off the premises; and regardless of whether there is a charge for the food and as further defined under
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Tex. Admin. Code Title 25, § 229.371(6). Prior to operating as a permanent food truck or food trailer as provided above, all
owners or operator shall:

      (1)   Obtain a permit prior to setup to include the generalized annual registration fee due at the beginning of each
calendar year. The City of Sweeny does not pro-rate registrations and all fees are nonrefundable;

      (2)   Be located in a commercially zoned area and property must be owned by the food establishment applicant and
owner;

      (3)   Provide sales tax ID naming the City of Sweeny as the origin of sale; and

      (4)   Be connected to the City of Sweeny water and sewer system in a manner that complies with the current codes of
the City of Sweeny and setup required utility account.

   (B)   All food establishments must adhere to the adopted International Fire Code, adopted National Fire Protection
Association, the adopted International Building Code, city ordinances for connection of utilities, Texas Health and Safety
Code, Texas Administrative Code, Texas Water Code, Texas Department of State Health Services, and the Brazoria County
Health Department. Applications shall be obtained and submitted to the Building Department for possible permit issuance
adhering to the above codes and are also to include the following, but not limited to:

      (1)   Backflow preventers shall be installed prior to water connection as stated in § 151.07 and the International Building
Code.

      (2)   Grease traps shall be installed prior to sewer connection if any frying is permitted by the Fire Marshal.

      (3)   Food establishment must remove wheels and be tied down in accordance with the current city codes.

      (4)   Food establishment shall be fully skirted.

      (5)   Commercial compliance of ADA restrooms and hand washing station; including plans as stated in the IBC, or a
property form filled out by neighboring business within 200 feet allowing permission of restrooms to be used by
establishments employees and customers.

      (6)   The minimum acceptable surfacing for the unit's pad and parking shall consist of a minimum of eight inches
compacted sand-stabilized shell limestone, or lime-stabilized crushed aggregate base meeting State Department of
Highways specifications or a minimum of six inches reinforced concrete pavement (3,000 P.S.I.) reinforced concrete (§
152.51(B)(l)) and shall be accessible to Fire Department apparatus and capable of supporting the imposed load of fire
apparatus (International Fire Code, Appendix D).

      (7)   Permanent locations must include a minimum of five parking spaces. Each space must be a minimum of nine feet
by 18 feet, as determined in the Zoning Ordinance under § 10-162(24).

   (C)   All permanent mobile food establishments must submit Brazoria County health inspection report approval and City of
Sweeny Fire Marshal inspection report approval upon application submittal.

(Ord. 107-20, passed 12-15-20)

§ 115.04 FEES.

   The following schedule of fees is hereby established for permanent and temporary permits issued pursuant to this chapter;
future revisions of these fees shall be accomplished by action of the Council. The fees are as follows:

 
Type of Fee Amount

Annual registration fee $150
Daily temporary fee $75
Fire Marshal inspection $80

 

(Ord. 107-20, passed 12-15-20)

§ 115.99 PENALTY.

   Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor upon conviction and in
accordance with Tex. Loc. Gov't Code § 54.001. Each day shall constitute a separate offense.

(Ord. 107-20, passed 12-15-20)
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CHAPTER 110: PEDDLERS AND SOLICITORS

Section

   110.01   Purpose

   110.02   Definitions

   110.03   Permit required

   110.04   Application for permit

   110.05   Issuance and duration of permit

   110.06   Permit fees

   110.07   Permit to be carried on person; presentation upon request

   110.08   Revocation of permit

   110.09   Surety bond required

   110.10   Refusal to leave premises prohibited

   110.11   Posted restrictions

   110.12   Restricted hours

   110.13   Customers’ rights; cancellation

   110.14   Exemptions

§ 110.01 PURPOSE.

   This chapter is and shall be deemed an exercise of the police powers of the state and of the city for the public safety,
comfort, convenience and protection of the city and the citizens thereof, and all of the provisions of this chapter shall be
constructed to the accomplishment of this purpose.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)

§ 110.02 DEFINITIONS.

   For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a
different meaning.

   PEDDLER or SOLICITOR. Any person, partnership, firm or corporation going from house to house or from place to place
in the city soliciting, exhibiting, selling, canvassing for or taking orders for or offering to sell or take orders for any goods,
wares, merchandise, foods and subscriptions to magazines, publications, newspapers, photographs or services. The same
shall also include any persons, partnerships, firms or corporations soliciting, exhibiting, selling, taking orders for or offering to
sell or take orders for the goods, wares, merchandise, food, publications or services upon or from a truck or other vehicle
whether on the streets or from any property whatever in the city, whether public or private. Also, anyone who solicits orders
and, as a separate transaction, makes deliveries to purchasers as a part of a scheme or design to evade these provisions
shall be deemed a PEDDLER or SOLICITOR. The terms PEDDLER and SOLICITOR shall also be synonymous with
ITINERANT MERCHANT and TRANSIENT VENDOR, as well as each other.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)

§ 110.03 PERMIT REQUIRED.

   It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, firm or corporation to peddle, sell, solicit, exhibit or take orders for or offer
to take order for any goods, wares, merchandise, food or subscriptions to magazines, publications, newspapers,
photographs or services without first having obtained a permit to do so from the city, except as provided for in § 110.04.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 110.04 APPLICATION FOR PERMIT.

   (A)   Every person desiring to obtain a permit or registration certificate, as required by this section, shall make written
application to the City Administrator which application shall show at least the following:

      (1)   The name and address of the applicant;

      (2)   The name and address of person which the applicant represents;

      (3)   The applicant’s date of birth, height, weight, color of hair and color of eyes, social security number and driver’s
license number, if existent;

      (4)   Whether the applicant has ever been convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor involving theft, fraud, bribery or 60
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perjury;

      (5)   The name of the immediate last preceding three towns in which he or she worked, if any;

      (6)   The kind of goods, wares and merchandise offered or to be offered for sale;

      (7)   Whether the applicant upon any order so obtained will demand, accept or receive payment or deposit of money in
advance of final delivery; and

      (8)   In addition, there shall be attached to each application for a permit, the following:

         (a)   A recent photographic likeness of the applicant’s face, as well as any assistant working with him or her; and

         (b)   Satisfactory proof of applicant to represent the company or individual the applicant so states that he or she
represents.

   (B)   In addition, the applicant shall submit to fingerprinting by the Police Department and the fingerprinting shall be kept as
a permanent record with the application.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)

§ 110.05 ISSUANCE AND DURATION OF PERMIT.

   Upon completion of the investigation, the City Administrator shall issue or refuse to issue a permit. No permit shall be
issued prior to the expiration of 72 hours after the filing of the application. All permits issued shall be valid for a period of one
year unless sooner revoked.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)

§ 110.06 PERMIT FEES.

   Each and every person seeking a permit under the provisions herein shall pay an application fee as set in the city's fee
schedule. The fee shall be paid by the person desiring the permit and payable at the time of application. This fee shall be
charged to help defray the cost of investigation and administration incident to the permit. This fee shall not be pro-rated or
refunded to the applicant regardless of whether a permit is issued or not.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90; Ord. 101-21, passed 3-16-21)

Cross-reference:

   Fee schedule, see § 38.01

§ 110.07 PERMIT TO BE CARRIED ON PERSON; PRESENTATION UPON REQUEST.

   It shall be unlawful for any peddler or solicitor to do business within the city unless he or she carries the permit on him or
her at all times. Every peddler or solicitor shall display his or her permit upon request of any person and, failure to so display
each permit, shall be grounds for revocation or constitute a violation of this section.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 110.08 REVOCATION OF PERMIT.

   If, after the permit, as hereinbefore provided, has been issued and the city finds that the permit was obtained by false
representation in the application or that the permit holder has committed any act or practice that violates Tex. Bus. and
Com. Code, §§ 17.46 et seq., otherwise known as the State Deceptive Trade Practice Act or any act or practice which
violates the House Solicitation Sales Act or the commission, during the term of the permit, of any crime or misdemeanor
involving moral turpitude or any violation of this section or any other city ordinance or state or federal law the permit may be
revoked.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)

§ 110.09 SURETY BOND REQUIRED.

   (A)   In the event the application shows the applicant is to take orders for future delivery, he or she shall given bond signed
as surety by some surety company authorized to do business in the state, conditioned for the final delivery of goods, wares,
merchandise, food, photographs, publications or services in accordance with the terms of the order obtained and also
conditioned to indemnify any and all purchases or customers for any and all defects in material or workmanship that may
exist in the articles, sold by the principal in the bond, at the time of delivery, that may be discovered by the purchaser or
customer within 30 days after delivery.

   (B)   (1)   The bond shall be in the sum of not less than $1,000 and shall remain in full force and effect for the entire
duration of the license permit.

      (2)   The bond required herein shall be in the form as set by the City Council.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)
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§ 110.10 REFUSAL TO LEAVE PREMISES PROHIBITED.

   Any peddler or solicitor who enters upon premises owned or occupied by any person and willfully refuses to leave the
premises after having been notified by the owner or tenant of the premises or his or her agent to leave the same shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 110.11 POSTED RESTRICTIONS.

   It shall be unlawful for any peddler or solicitor to enter upon any private premises when the same is posted with a sign
stating “No Peddlers Allowed,” “No Solicitation Allowed” or other words to that effect.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 110.12 RESTRICTED HOURS.

   It shall be unlawful for any peddler to engage in the business of peddling at any time between the hours of sunset and 30
minutes after sunrise, except when the peddler has specific invitation and appointment with the customer.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 110.13 CUSTOMERS’ RIGHTS; CANCELLATION.

   (A)   All peddlers or solicitors shall provide to the consumer, in writing, the right to cancel a solicitation transaction made in
person or by telephone until midnight of the third business day after the day on which the customer signs an agreement or
offer to purchase any goods, wares, merchandise, food, photographs, publications or services.

   (B)   For the purpose of telephone solicitation, the date of transaction means the day the consumer receives the goods,
wares, merchandise, food, photographs, publications or services purchased in a solicitation transaction. If the consumer
chooses to cancel the solicitation transaction, notification by mail shall be considered given at the time mailed, as evidenced
by the postmark, notification by telegram shall be considered given at the time filed for transmission and notification by any
other writing shall be considered given at the time delivered to the merchant’s designated place of business.

   (C)   It shall be unlawful for any peddler, solicitor or company represented to refuse to allow the customer to cancel the
solicitation transaction.

(Ord. passed 7-17-90) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 110.14 EXEMPTIONS.

   (A)   The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to persona engaged in the following sales or delivery of goods and
services.

   (B)   It shall be unlawful for persons to go from house to house or place to place in the city, without having first registered
with the City Administrator.

      (1)   Sales of goods, wares, merchandise, publications and/or services by any bona fide charitable, religious, educational
or philanthropic organization or when donated by owners or merchants of which the proceeds are to be used and applied to
some charitable, religious, educational or philanthropic purposes;

      (2)   Ordinary commercial travelers who sell or exhibit for sale goods, wares, merchandise, food, photographs,
publications or services to firms, persons or corporations engaged in the business of buying, selling and dealing in the
same;

      (3)   Daily deliveries of milk and bakery and other food products or newspaper or the sale or deliveries of home grown
food products; (The term HOME GROWN, as used herein, means a food product which is grown locally in a garden, orchard
or field. The term LOCALLY, as used herein, means within the state.)

      (4)   Insurance salespeople, real estate salespeople and other professionals licensed by the state; and

      (5)   Persons engaged in interstate commerce. (The term INTERSTATE COMMERCE means soliciting, selling or taking
orders for or offering to take orders for any goods, wares, merchandise, photographs, publications or services, or acting in
any function as a peddler or solicitor, as the terms are used in this section, which, at the times the order is taken, are in or
will be produced in any federal district or territory, any commonwealth or any state other than Texas, and shipped or
introduced into the city in the fulfillment of the orders.)

(Ord. passed 7-17-90)
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/203 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) Kaydi Smith 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department City Secretary; Ordinances 

Subject Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 113 Alcohol Sales 

Attachments 
Current Ordinance, Amendment Proposal, Supporting Information, Canvass 
Report 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: - 

Amount Budgeted: - 

Account Number: - 

Additional Appropriation Required: - 

Additional Account Number: - 

 

Executive Summary 
Current Chapter 113 Ordinance for Alcohol Sales is not reflective of voter approvals from November 

04, 2008 Elections.  

Canvass Report attached shows voter approvals for propositions presented.   

Amendment has been produced to reflect updated voter approvals.     

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Approval/Denial to Amendment 
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ORDINANCE NO. _______ 
 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SWEENY, TEXAS, AMENDING  

CHAPTER 113 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
SWEENY ENTITLED ALCOHOL SALES; AMENDING SECTION 113.01 ET 
SEQ, REGULATING THE SALE OF BEER OR MALT BEVERAGES FOR ON 
OR OFF PREMISES CONSUMPTION, FOR THE SALE OF WINE FOR OFF 
PREMISES CONSUMPTION; FOR THE SALE OF MIXED BEVERAGES IN 
A RESTAURANT FOR ON PREMISES CONSUMPTION; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE: PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES TO THE EXTENT OF CONFLICT ONLY; AND PROVIDING 
THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT AND BE IN FORCE AT 
THE DATE OF ITS PASSAGE. 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SWEENY, TEXAS: 
 
 Section 1:  
  
 Section 113.01 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, which 

provides definitions for the regulation of alcohol sales is hereby amended and shall after 

the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

Section 113.01 Definitions 

Any and all terms used in this Chapter shall, unless otherwise expressly provided 

herein, be defined as provided in V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code, Section 

1.01 et seq. 

Section 2:  
  
 Section 113.02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, is hereby 

amended and shall after the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

 Section 113.02 Retail Sale of Beer and Wine for off premises consumption 

The sale of beer or malt beverages and wine for off premises consumption is 

authorized upon compliance with the terms herein. 
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Section 3:  
  
 Section 113.03 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, is hereby 

amended and shall after the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

113.03 Beer, wine and mixed beverages for On Premises Consumption  

The sale of beer or malt beverages, wine and mixed beverages for on premises 

consumption is permitted in restaurants by food and beverage certificate holders 

only in accordance with the rules established by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 

Commission and Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code.  

Section 4: 

 Section 113.04 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, is hereby 

amended and shall after the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

 Section 113.04 Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages in public places 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or consume any alcoholic 

beverage upon any portion of any public playground or park inside any 

enclosure, field or stadium where athletic events or practices are being 

conducted or upon any portion of the campus of any public school in the city, 

or upon any other property owned or controlled by the city. 

(b) It is an exception to the application of division (a) above if: Alcohol shall be 

allowed on city-owned or controlled property if and only if the City Council 

grants a variance for the specific use being proposed or has adopted a written 

policy which otherwise regulates the possession or consumption of alcohol on 

the city owned or controlled property. 
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Section 5: 

 Section 113.05 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, is hereby 

amended and shall after the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

 Section 113.05 Prohibited near church, schools or hospital 

(a) A person may not sell or engage in the business of selling an alcoholic 

beverage at a place of business that is located within 300 feet of a church or 

public hospital except as provided in the Alcoholic Beverage Code. 

(b)  A person may not sell or engage in the business of selling an alcoholic 

beverage at a place of business that has a property line located within 1000 

feet of any building on a public school campus that is used for the education 

of students.  Any building that is not used for educational purposes shall be 

excluded from the 1000 foot separation requirement.        

(c) A permit or license holder under Chapter 25 (Wine and beer retailer’s permit), 

and 28 (Mixed beverage permit), of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code who 

does not hold a food and beverage certificate may not sell or engage in the 

business of selling an alcoholic beverage at a place of business that is located 

within 300 feet of a day care center or child care facility except as provided in 

the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code. 

(d) Distances under this section shall be calculated using the method prescribed 

by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code. 

Section 6:  
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 Section 113.06 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, is hereby 

amended and shall after the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

 Section 113.06 License and permit fees 

(a) The City does hereby levy a license fee pursuant to the fee schedule of the 

City of Sweeny on every person permitted by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 

Code unless prohibited by state law.   

(b) It shall be unlawful to conduct any unlicensed business to conduct any 

business in the City for which a license is required by the Texas Alcoholic 

Beverage Code and this section.  

(c) A permit fee shall be assessed on every person doing business in the City as 

set forth on the fee schedule of the City of Sweeny on every person permitted 

by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code unless prohibited by state law.   

(d) It shall be unlawful to conduct any unpermitted business to conduct any 

business in the City for which a permit is required by the Texas Alcoholic 

Beverage Code and this section.  

Section 7: 

 Section 113.07 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sweeny, Texas, is hereby 

amended and shall after the effective date of this ordinance read as follows: 

 113.07 Penalty 

(a) Any person, firm or corporation who commits any of the following shall be 

guilty of a  

 (1) Any violation of this chapter; or 
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(2) Providing false information to a city official concerning licensing or 

permitting under this chapter or compliance with this chapter. 

(b) Each day or portion of a day during which any violation occurs or continues 

shall be a separate offense. 

Section 8: 

 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to 

the extent of the conflict only.  Sections of the alcohol ordinance of the City not amended 

herein, shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 9: 

 If any part of portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect or impair any 

remaining portions or provisions of this ordinance 

 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this _____ day of ______________________, 2023. 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 
DUSTY HOPKINS, Mayor 

       
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
KAYDI SMITH, City Secretary 
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Supporting Information 

See Canvass Voting Report from 2008 Elections Voting FOR: 

 The legal sale of beer and wine for off-premises consumption only 

 The legal sale of mixed beverages in restaurants by food and beverage certificate holders only 

 The legal sale of beer 
 
Section 109.33 of the Alcoholic Beverage Code Referenced in Sections 5(a),(b),(c), & (d) 

 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CODE CHAPTER 109. MISCELLANEOUS REGULATORY PROVISIONS (texas.gov) 

Sec. 109.33. SALES NEAR SCHOOL, CHURCH, OR HOSPITAL (a) The commissioners court of a county may enact 
regulations applicable in areas in the county outside an incorporated city or town, and the governing board of an 
incorporated city or town may enact regulations applicable in the city or town, prohibiting the sale of alcoholic 
beverages by a dealer whose place of business is within: (1) 300 feet of a church, public or private school, or public 
hospital; (2) 1,000 feet of a public school, if the commissioners court or the governing body receives a request 
from the board of trustees of a school district under Section 38.007, Education Code; or (3) 1,000 feet of a private 
school if the commissioners court or the governing body receives a request from the governing body of the private 
school.  
(b) The measurement of the distance between the place of business where alcoholic beverages are sold and the 
church or public hospital shall be along the property lines of the street fronts and from front door to front door, 
and in direct line across intersections. The measurement of the distance between the place of business where 
alcoholic beverages are sold and the public or private school shall be: (1) in a direct line from the property line of 
the public or private school to the property line of the place of business, and in a direct line across intersections; or 
 
Chapter 25 and 28 of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code (Referenced in Section 5(c) 

 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CODE CHAPTER 25. WINE AND MALT BEVERAGE RETAILER'S PERMIT (texas.gov) 
Sec. 25.01.  AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.  The holder of a wine and malt beverage retailer's permit may sell: 

(1)  for consumption on or off the premises where sold, but not for resale, wine and malt 
beverages containing alcohol in excess of one-half of one percent by volume and not more than 17 percent by 
volume; and 

(2)  for consumption on the premises, the following beverages containing alcohol in excess of 
one-half of one percent by volume and not more than 24 percent by volume: 

(A)  traditional port or sherry; 
(B)  dessert-flavored wine; or 
(C)  rice wine. 
 

 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CODE CHAPTER 28. MIXED BEVERAGE PERMIT (texas.gov) 
Sec. 28.01.  AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.  (a)  The holder of a mixed beverage permit may sell, offer for sale, and 
possess mixed beverages, including distilled spirits, for consumption on the licensed premises: 

(1)  from sealed containers containing not less than one fluid ounce nor more than two fluid 
ounces or of any legal size; and 

(2)  from unsealed containers. 
(b)  The holder of a mixed beverage permit for an establishment in a hotel may deliver mixed beverages, 

including wine and malt beverages, to individual rooms of the hotel or to any other location in the hotel building or 
grounds, except a parking area or the licensed premises of another alcoholic beverage establishment, without 
regard to whether the place of delivery is part of the licensed premises.  A permittee in a hotel may allow a patron 
or visitor to enter or leave the licensed premises, even though the patron or visitor possesses an alcoholic 
beverage, if the beverage is in an open container and appears to be possessed for present consumption. 

(c)  The holder of a mixed beverage permit may also: 
(1)  purchase wine and malt beverages containing alcohol of not more than 24 percent by 

volume in containers of any legal size from any permittee or licensee authorized to sell those beverages for resale; 
and 
               (2)  sell the wine and malt beverages for consumption on the licensed premises. 
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CHAPTER 113: ALCOHOL SALES

Section

   113.01   Definitions

   113.02   Retail sale of beer to on-premises consumption

   113.03   Sale of beer for off-premises consumption permitted

   113.04   Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages prohibited in public places

   113.05   Fees

 

   113.99   Penalty

§ 113.01 DEFINITIONS.

   For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a
different meaning.

   CAFÉ or RESTAURANT. Any retail business establishment principally, at all times, engaged in offering to the public and
selling on the premises retail food prepared for immediate consumption and where the sale and consumption of beer is only
incidental to the operation of such café or restaurant. In any action tried in the municipal court or any other court of
competent jurisdiction, proof that more than 50% of the gross sales of any such business during any calendar quarter is
derived from the sale of beer alone shall be prima facie proof that such business is not a café or restaurant, and proof that
more than 50% of the gross sales of food by such business in any calendar quarter is derived from the sale of food on such
premises to be consumed off such premises shall likewise be prima facie proof that such business is not a café or
restaurant; however, any such prime facie evidence my be rebutted by any party to such action.

   LICENSE. Any beer license granted by the state to any person pursuant to V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code.

   PERMIT. Any liquor permit granted by the state to any person pursuant to V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code.

(Ord. 109-08, passed 9-23-08)

§ 113.02 RETAIL SALE OF BEER TO ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION.

   (A)   Prohibited. The sale of beer for consumption on the premises where sold is prohibited within the corporate limits of
the city.

   (B)   Exception. The sale of beer shall be permitted during the hours set by the general laws of the state at any premises if:

      (1)   Such premises is used exclusively to conduct a café or restaurant business; and

      (2)   The owner or operator of such premises files with the City Secretary on or before January 15, April 15, July 15, and
October 15 of each calendar year a written report prepared by a certified public accountant licensed to do business in the
state certifying that less than 50% of the gross sales of such business during the preceding three calendar months was
derived from the sale of beer and further certifying that less than 50% of gross sales of food by such business during the
preceding three calendar months was derived from the sale of food on such premises that is not immediately consumed on
such premises.

(Ord. 109-08, passed 9-23-08) Penalty, see § 113.99

§ 113.03 SALE OF BEER FOR OFF-PREMISES CONSUMPTION PERMITTED.

   The sale of beer by retailers, manufacturers, or distributors not for consumption on the premises where sold shall be
permitted within the corporate limits of the city when done in accordance with the general laws of the state.

(Ord. 109-08, passed 9-23-08)

§ 113.04 POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PROHIBITED IN PUBLIC PLACES.

   (A)   It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or consume any alcoholic beverage upon any portion of any public
playground or park or inside any enclosure, field or stadium where athletic events or practices are being conducted or upon
any portion of the campus of any public school in the city, or upon any other property owned or controlled by the city.

   (B)   It is an exception to the application of division (A) above if: Alcohol shall be allowed on city- owned or controlled
property if and only if the City Council has granted a variance for the specific use being proposed or has adopted a written
policy which otherwise regulates the possession or consumption of alcohol on the city-owned or controlled property.

(Ord. 109-08, passed 9-23-08; Am. Ord. 106-11, passed 9-20-11) Penalty, see § 113.99

§ 113.05 FEES.
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   (A)   There is hereby levied an annual fee as set in the city's fee schedule for each alcoholic beverage permit issued for
any premises located within the incorporated limits of the city.

   (B)   There is levied an annual fee as set in the city's fee schedule for each alcoholic beverage license issued for any
premises located within the incorporated limits of the city.

   (C)   The provisions of division (A) above shall not apply to the following:

      (1)   Agent’s airline beverage, passenger train beverage, industrial carrier’s, private carrier’s, private club registration,
local cartage, storage and temporary wine and beer retailer’s permits;

      (2)   A wine and beer retailer’s permit issued for a dining, buffet or club car; and

      (3)   A mixed beverage permit during the three-year period following the issuance of the permit.

   (D)   The provisions of division (B) above shall not apply to a temporary or agent’s beer license.

   (E)   The annual fee authorized by divisions (A) and (B) above shall be paid by any person to whom such permit or license,
or both, is issued or reissued by the state Alcoholic Beverage Commission within ten days after the issuance or re-issuance
of such permit or license, or both. All such payments shall be made to the city Tax Assessor and Collector in cash or by
cashier’s check only. The city Tax Assessor and Collector shall issue an official receipt for such fees and deposit the same
in the General Fund of the city.

   (F)   The city Tax Assessor and Collector shall have the power to make such additional rules and regulations as are
reasonable and necessary to effectively collect the fees levied by this chapter. However, no such rules and regulations, or
any amendments thereto, shall be effective until approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of City
Council present and voting at any regular or special meeting. Further, upon reasonable notice, the city Tax Assessor and
Collector shall have access to all books, records, permits, and licenses necessary to determine the nature of every license
or permit issued or any person and the amount of fees due under the provisions of this chapter.

(Ord. 109-08, passed 9-23-08; Ord. 101-21, passed 3-16-21)

Cross-reference:

   Fee schedule, see § 38.01

§ 113.99 PENALTY.

   (A)   Any person, firm, or corporation who commits any of the following shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than $500:

      (1)   Any violation of this chapter; or

      (2)   Providing false information to a city official concerning licensing or permitting under this chapter or compliance with
this chapter.

   (B)   Each day or portion of a day during which any violation occurs or continues shall be a separate offense.

(Ord. 109-08, passed 9-23-08)
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s)  

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Finance 

Subject 
Removal of Jeff Farley from all city bank accounts and the addition of Dusty 
Hopkins to all city bank accounts.  

Attachments  

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: - 

Amount Budgeted: - 

Account Number: - 

Additional Appropriation Required: - 

Additional Account Number: - 

 

Executive Summary 
The Mayor is on all city bank accounts.  Updates are needed to reflect the name change and the 

financial institution requires Council action for updates to be completed.     

 

 

 

Recommended Action 
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) City Manager 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Administration  

Subject Establish a Budget Workshop Date and Time 

Attachments -  

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: - 

Amount Budgeted: - 

Account Number: - 

Additional Appropriation Required: - 

Additional Account Number: - 

 

Executive Summary 
Establish a date to hold Budget Workshop; Staff Recommends Thursday, July 13th, 2023 at 4 P.M. 

An additional meeting will need to be held following receival of information from Brazoria County; 

estimated to be received in August.   

 

Recommended Action 
Take Action  
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) 
Administration; City Manager 
Project Manager; Rusty Lofton 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Projects 

Subject Update to Library/Community Center Repairs; Bids 

Attachments Bid Attached 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
 Brazos Roofing has 2 bid in place to finish the Library/Community Center. 

Bid #1 is to remove the r-panel and counter flashing to repair the sofit wall to stop the library from 

leaking water down the inside of the wall. 

BID PROJECT #1            $8,100 
A: Remove coping, R panel, and counter flashing at soffit wall, 180if 
B: Fabricate and install new counter flashing, 180 if 
C: Install Carlisle WIP 300 HT and, 180 if 
D: Reinstall r-panels, coping, and seal joints 
E: Remove and dispose of all debris created by daily project 
BID#2 is to remove the lower 3 levels of bricks and restore the weep holes. to allow water that 
might get inside and behind the brick’s a way out .  
 

BID PROJECT #2            $28,500 
A: In 5 foot sections leaving 1 foot sections and 3 bricks high, remove brick, 180 if 
B: Fabricate and install metal flashing, 180 if 
C: Furnish and install waterproofing membrane up the wall with termination bar 
D: Furnish and install replacement brick to match existing profile, 3 bricks high, 180 if 
E: Remove and dispose of all debris created by project daily 
  

On Bid 1 look at the original agreement and see if this was supposed to be covered on the 

previous work done. If so they need to fix it without cost.  

On bid 2 we need to look at all options maybe gather more bids. 

Recommended Action 
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06/20/2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

 Presenter(s) City Manager 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

 Department Finance/Administration  

Subject 
Discussion/ Possible Action of the Annual Adoption of the City of 
Sweeny's Investment Policy  

Attachments Investment Policy 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: - 

Amount Budgeted: - 

Account Number: - 

Additional Appropriation Required: - 

Additional Account Number: - 

 

Executive Summary 
The adoption of an annual investment policy is required by higher financial institutions.  No 

changes have been made to the policy.  Previously approved April 19, 2022. 

 

 

Recommended Action 
Approval of the City of Sweeny’s Investment Policy presented.  
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AGENDA MEMO 

Business of the City Council 
City of Sweeny, Texas 

 

Meeting Date 06.20.2023 Agenda Item  

Approved by 
City Manager 

Yes Presenter(s) Lindsay Koskiniemi, City Manager 

Reviewed by 
City Attorney 

No Department Budget & Strategy 

Subject Discussion and possible action on adopting a local homestead 
exemption of 5% in the City of Sweeny. 

Attachments 
1) 2022 Tax Rate Chart from Brazoria County Appraisal District 
2) Email between City Manager and Brazoria County Tax Assessor-
Collector 

Financial  
Information 

Expenditure Required: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Account Number:  

Additional Appropriation Required:  

Additional Account Number:  

 

Executive Summary 
The governing body of the City of Sweeny has the latitude to adopt a local homestead 
exemption in addition to other exemptions allowed by local and state law. Currently, the City of 
Sweeny does not offer a local homestead exemption but can adopt a local homestead 
exemption of at least a minimum amount of $5,000 or a maximum of 20%.  
 
Of other municipalities in Brazoria County that offer a local homestead exemption, the range is 
1% to 20%. Due to anticipated increases in property valuation, city staff believe now is a good 
time to adopt a local homestead exemption with the offset of increased property valuation. 
Staff recommendation is 5% to start. This rate can always be adjusted in subsequent years.  
 
A local homestead exemption is required to be adopted by a majority of City Council and 
reported to the Brazoria County Tax Assessor-Collector no later than June 30, 2023. 

  

Recommended Action 
Staff recommends approving a 5% local homestead exemption. 
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Lindsay Koskiniemi

From: Kristin Bulanek <KBulanek@brazoriacountytx.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 8, 2023 11:32 AM
To: Lindsay Koskiniemi
Cc: Melisa Hudman
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Update

Lindsay, 
 
Properties in Sweeny do qualify and have homestead exemptions. However, the City of Sweeny does not offer their own 
local homestead exemption.  This means that if I am a resident of Sweeny and I have a homestead exemption on my 
property, I will receive a homestead exemption from each of the my taxing units that I pay that offer a homestead 
exemption.  The City of Sweeny currently does not offer their own homestead exemption, therefore, residents of 
Sweeny are not getting a value reduction for their city taxes.  But they would be receiving a value reduction for the 
county, school, and potential other entities who offer homestead exemptions. 
 
Feel free to call me if this is still muddied water. 
 
Also, the disabled veteran’s exemption is mandatory by statute for all entities. 
   
Thanks. 
 

 
 
From: Lindsay Koskiniemi <citymanager@sweenytx.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 8, 2023 8:27 AM 
To: Kristin Bulanek <KBulanek@brazoriacountytx.gov> 
Cc: Melisa Hudman <MHudman@brazoriacountytx.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Update 
 
Hi Kristin, 
 
Some residents have stated they receive a home exemption in Sweeny. Can you tell me why some resident would have a 
homestead exemption if that is not offered in Sweeny? I’m just trying to understand the process thoroughly before I 
present it to Council in our next public meeting. 
 
Thank you, 
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Lindsay Koskiniemi, CGFO, CPM, MPA, MSA 
City Manager 

O: (+1) 979-548-3321 
Sweeny City Hall  |  102 W. Ashley Wilson Rd.  |  Sweeny, TX 77480 
 

 

 
 
 
 
From: Kristin Bulanek <KBulanek@brazoriacountytx.gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2023 9:51 AM 
To: Lindsay Koskiniemi <citymanager@sweenytx.gov> 
Cc: Melisa Hudman <MHudman@brazoriacountytx.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: Update 
 
The City of Sweeny currently does not offer a local option homestead exemption.  
 
According to Tax Code 11.13, the City can adopt a local option homestead exemption up to 20%, with a minimum of 
$5,000. This would need to be adopted by the City no later than June 30th.   
 
The City does offer a $25,000 Over65 exemption and a $20,000 Disabled Persons exemption. If the City decided to 
increase these, the City would need to adopt no later than June 30th.  
 
Let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Jun 3, 2023, at 8:20 PM, Lindsay Koskiniemi <citymanager@sweenytx.gov> wrote: 

  
Good afternoon, Kristin, 
 
We will be reviewing this topic with Council during the budget process and will not be collecting rent for 
the time being. The mold study found there is a presence of Cladosporium, a common spore, that may 
cause itchy eyes, runny nose, etc. 
 
As we go into our FY24 budget hearings, I would like to know what Sweeny's homestead exemption rate 
is. We have had a lot of challenges with water coloration. While we can't go backwards on utility rates 
(revenue is collateral for $4m in CO's - 2019), we can discuss increased property tax exemptions. 
 
Thank you, 
Lindsay  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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From: Kristin Bulanek <KBulanek@brazoriacountytx.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 25, 2023 2:59:13 PM 
To: Lindsay Koskiniemi <citymanager@sweenytx.gov> 
Cc: Melisa Hudman <MHudman@brazoriacountytx.gov> 
Subject: Update  
  
Good afternoon Lindsay, 
  
Just wanted to follow up with you to see if there was any update on how Council wanted you to proceed 
with the Tax Office in Sweeny. 
  
Thanks so much! 
  
<image003.png> 
  

This message has been prepared or disseminated using resources owned by Brazoria County and is 
subject to the County's policies on the use of County provided technology. E-mail created or received 
through the County's computer system by any County employee or official may be considered a public 
record, subject to public inspection under the laws of the State of Texas.  
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