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City Council Meeting - Agenda  Monday, July 22, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

 

 CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – AGENDA 

3120 Stonecrest Blvd., Stonecrest, GA 30038 

Monday, July 22, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

Mayor Jazzmin Cobble 

Council Member Tara Graves - District 1      Council Member Terry Fye - District 2 

Council Member Alecia Washington - District 3      Mayor Pro Tem George Turner - District 4 

Council Member Tammy Grimes - District 5 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Citizen Access: Stonecrest YouTube Live Channel 

I. CALL TO ORDER: George Turner, Mayor Pro-Tem 

II. ROLL CALL: Sonya Isom, City Clerk 

III. INVOCATION 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alecia Washington, District 3 Councilmember 

V. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

VI. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes - City Council Work Session, June 12, 2024 

b. Approval of Meeting Minutes - Special Called Meeting, June 13, 2024, 11:00am 

c. Approval of Meeting Minutes - Special Called Meeting, June 13, 2024, 6:00pm 

d. Approval of Meeting Minutes - City Council Meeting, June 26, 2024 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Citizens wishing to make a public comment may do so in person. Citizens may also submit 

public comments via email to cityclerk@stonecrestga.gov by 2 pm on the day of the meeting to 

be read by the City Clerk. 

All members of the public wishing to address the City Council shall submit their name and the 

topic of their comments to the city clerk prior to the start of any meeting held by the City 
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Council. There is a three (3) minute time limit for each speaker submitting or reading a public 

comment. Individuals will be held to established time limits. 

VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Citizens wishing to participate and comment during the public hearing portion of the meeting 

may comment in person. You may also submit your request including your full name, address, 

position on the agenda item you are commenting on (for or against) via email 

to cityclerk@stonecrestga.gov by 2 pm the day of the Public Hearing to be read into the record 

at the meeting. A zoom link for the meeting will be sent to you. 

When it is your turn to speak, please state your name, address and relationship to the case.. 

There is a ten (10) minute time limit for each item per side during all public hearings. Only the 

applicant may reserve time for rebuttal. 

a. Public Hearing - RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & 

Zoning Director 

b. For Decision - Ordinance for RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road - Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning & Zoning Director 

c. Public Hearing - RZ 23-012 3893 Panola Road (Map Amendment) - Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning & Zoning Director 

d. For Decision - Ordinance for RZ 23-012 3893 Panola Road (Map Amendment) - 

Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director 

e. Public Hearing - RZ 23-014 3893 Panola Road (Land Use) - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning 

& Zoning Director 

f. For Decision - Ordinance for RZ 23-014 3893 Panola Road (Land Use) - Shawanna 

Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA 

X. APPOINTMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

XI. REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 

XII. OLD BUSINESS 

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. For Decision - Adoption of Bicycle Pedestrian and Trail Plan - Hari Karikaran, City 

Engineer 

b. For Decision - Southeast Athletic Complex Restroom Construction - Hari Karikaran, City 

Engineer 

c. For Decision - Dynamic Security Ratification - Gia Scruggs, City Manager 
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d. For Decision - Law Enforcement Services Agreement - Gia Scruggs, City Manager  

XIV. CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS 

XV. CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

XVI. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

XVII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(When an executive session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 1) 

Personnel, 2) Litigation, 3) Real Estate, 4) Cyber Security 

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

The City of Stonecrest does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs, services, activities and employment 

practices. 

If you need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (such as a sign language interpreter, an assistive listening 

device or print material in digital format) or reasonable modification to programs, services or activities contact the ADA 

Coordinator, Sonya Isom, as soon as possible, preferably 2 days before the activity or event. 
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 CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION – MINUTES 

3120 Stonecrest Blvd., Stonecrest, GA 30038 

Wednesday, June 12, 2024 at 5:45 PM 

Mayor Jazzmin Cobble 

Council Member Tara Graves - District 1      Council Member Terry Fye - District 2 

Council Member Alecia Washington - District 3      Mayor Pro Tem George Turner - District 4 

Council Member Tammy Grimes - District 5 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Citizen Access: Stonecrest YouTube Live Channel 

I. CALL TO ORDER: George Turner, Mayor Pro-Tem 

 The meeting began at 5:51pm. 

II. ROLL CALL: Sonya Isom, City Clerk 

 All members present with Councilmember Tara Graves present via zoom and Councilmember 

Tammy Grimes arriving immediately after roll call.  

III. AGENDA DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. For Discussion - Campaign Sign Pickup - George Turner, Mayor Pro Tem  

 

Presentation given by Mayor Pro Tem George Turner stating that constituents are 

concerned about campaign signs being left on the streets following an election period. It 

was suggested that a fine is implemented to those who fail to remove signs or charged a fee 

at the time of submitting an application and using those funds to employ a service to gather 

signs. Councilmember Terry Fye suggested the city should stay clear in terms of the 

applications and removal of the signs. The Board of Elections can help with the removal of 

campaign signs. Attorney Thompson stated that the City of Stonecrest should adhere to the 

sign ordinance in the city. The signs are required to be picked up withing a certain time. 

The City Clerk’s Office will contact the candidates and remind them to pick up signs. A 

draft of the City’s position on removal of campaign signs once elections are over was 

requested. Further research will be provided from the City Attorney.  
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IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(When an executive session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 1) 

Personnel, 2) Litigation, 3) Real Estate, 4) Cyber Security 
 

Motion - made by Councilmember Tammy Grimes to enter Executive Session for personnel, 

litigation, real estate and cyber security. Seconded by Councilmember Terry Fye. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion - made by Councilmember Terry Fye to close Executive Session and return to the 

regular scheduled meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion - made by Councilmember Terry Fye to approve the minutes from Executive Session. 

Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed unanimously. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion - made by Councilmember Terry Fye to adjourn the Work Session. Seconded by 

Councilmember Alecia Washington. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:36pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

The City of Stonecrest does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs, services, activities and employment 

practices. 

If you need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (such as a sign language interpreter, an assistive listening 

device or print material in digital format) or reasonable modification to programs, services or activities contact the ADA 

Coordinator, Sonya Isom, as soon as possible, preferably 2 days before the activity or event. 
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 CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL CALLED MEETING – MINUTES 

3120 Stonecrest Blvd., Stonecrest, GA 30038 

Thursday, June 13, 2024 at 11:00 AM 

Mayor Jazzmin Cobble 

Council Member Tara Graves - District 1      Council Member Terry Fye - District 2 

Council Member Alecia Washington - District 3      Mayor Pro Tem George Turner - District 4 

Council Member Tammy Grimes - District 5 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Citizen Access: Stonecrest YouTube Live Channel 

I. CALL TO ORDER: George Turner, Mayor Pro-Tem 

 The meeting began at 11:02am 

II. ROLL CALL: Sonya Isom, City Clerk 

 All members were present with Mayor Cobble, Councilmember Graves and Councilmember 

Grimes being absent.  

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

Citizens wishing to participate and comment during the public hearing portion of the meeting 

may comment in person. You may also submit your request including your full name, address, 

position on the agenda item you are commenting on (for or against) via email 

to cityclerk@stonecrestga.gov by 2 pm the day of the Public Hearing to be read into the record 

at the meeting. A zoom link for the meeting will be sent to you. 

When it is your turn to speak, please state your name and position on the matter. 

There is a ten (10) minute time limit for each item per side during all public hearings.  

a. For Discussion/Public Hearing - 2024 Proposed Millage Rate - Eric Hawkins, Revenue 

Manager 

 

Presentation by Eric Hawkins, Revenue Manager, seeking approval of the adoption of the 

2024 Millage Rate. There was a review of the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, 2024 City Digest 

Requirements, Millage & Rollback Rate, Notice of Property Tax Increase, Computation of 

Millage, Current Tax Digest & 5 Year History of Levy.   
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Next steps include a 2nd public meeting, scheduled for June 14, 2024 at 6:00pm and a final 

public meeting & millage adoption on June 26, 2024 at 6:00pm.  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to open public hearing for the 2024 

Proposed Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Alecia Washington. 

Motion passed 3-0 with Councilmember Tara Graves and Councilmember Tammy 

Grimes being absent.  

 

In Favor  

None  

In Opposition  

None 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to close the public hearing for the 2024 

Proposed Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Alecia Washington. 

Motion passed 3-0 with Councilmember Tara Graves and Councilmember Tammy 

Grimes being absent.  

 

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(When an executive session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 1) 

Personnel, 2) Litigation, 3) Real Estate, 4) Cyber Security 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to adjourn the Special Called Meeting. 

Seconded by Councilmember Alecia Washington. 

Motion passed 3-0 with Councilmember Tara Graves and Councilmember Tammy 

Grimes being absent.  

        The meeting adjourned at 11:12am. 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

The City of Stonecrest does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs, services, activities and employment 

practices. 

If you need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (such as a sign language interpreter, an assistive listening 

device or print material in digital format) or reasonable modification to programs, services or activities contact the ADA 

Coordinator, Sonya Isom, as soon as possible, preferably 2 days before the activity or event. 
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 CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL CALLED MEETING – MINUTES 

3120 Stonecrest Blvd., Stonecrest, GA 30038 

Thursday, June 13, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

Mayor Jazzmin Cobble 

Council Member Tara Graves - District 1      Council Member Terry Fye - District 2 

Council Member Alecia Washington - District 3      Mayor Pro Tem George Turner - District 4 

Council Member Tammy Grimes - District 5 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Citizen Access: Stonecrest YouTube Live Channel 

I. CALL TO ORDER: George Turner, Mayor Pro-Tem 

 The meeting began at 6:01pm. 

II. ROLL CALL: Tierra Lawrence, Deputy City Clerk 

 All members were present with Mayor Cobble virtual and Councilmember Graves absent. 

III. PUBLIC HEARING 

Citizens wishing to participate and comment during the public hearing portion of the meeting 

may comment in person. You may also submit your request including your full name, address, 

position on the agenda item you are commenting on (for or against) via email 

to cityclerk@stonecrestga.gov by 2 pm the day of the Public Hearing to be read into the record 

at the meeting. A zoom link for the meeting will be sent to you. 

When it is your turn to speak, please state your name and position on the matter. 

There is a ten (10) minute time limit for each item per side during all public hearings. 

a. For Discussion/Public Hearing - 2024 Proposed Millage Rate - Eric Hawkins, Revenue 

Manager 

 

Presentation by Eric Hawkins, Revenue Manager, seeking approval of the adoption of the 

2024 Millage Rate. There was a review of the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, 2024 City Digest 

Requirements, Millage & Rollback Rate, Notice of Property Tax Increase, Computation of 

Millage, Current Tax Digest & 5 Year History of Levy.  This is the 2nd public hearing and 

the final public meeting and millage adoption will take place on June 26th at 6:00pm.  
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The public is asked to direct all questions concerning the proposed millage rate the City 

Mayor, City Manager, or councilmember.  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to open public hearing for the 2024 

Proposed Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Tara Graves being absent.  

 

In Favor 

None 

In Opposition 

Sabrina Farmer 

Linda Stilkes 

Doris Reyes 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to close the public hearing for the 2024 

Proposed Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Tara Graves being absent.  

 

Mr. Hawkins stated the city is not levying a property tax increase and the millage rate will 

remain 1.257, which is the same as 2023.  Mayor Cobble also noted this is the third year 

the city has kept the millage rate the same and maintained 1.257 in 2022, 2023 and 2024. 

  

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(When an executive session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 1) 

Personnel, 2) Litigation, 3) Real Estate, 4) Cyber Security 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tammy Grimes to adjourn the Special Called Meeting. 

Seconded by Councilmember Terry Fye. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Tara Graves being absent. 

                     The meeting adjourned at 6:27pm. 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

The City of Stonecrest does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs, services, activities and employment 

practices. 

If you need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (such as a sign language interpreter, an assistive listening 

device or print material in digital format) or reasonable modification to programs, services or activities contact the ADA 

Coordinator, Sonya Isom, as soon as possible, preferably 2 days before the activity or event. 
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 CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES 

3120 Stonecrest Blvd., Stonecrest, GA 30038 

Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

Mayor Jazzmin Cobble 

Council Member Tara Graves - District 1      Council Member Terry Fye - District 2 

Council Member Alecia Washington - District 3      Mayor Pro Tem George Turner - District 4 

Council Member Tammy Grimes - District 5 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Citizen Access: Stonecrest YouTube Live Channel 

I. CALL TO ORDER: George Turner, Mayor Pro-Tem 

 The meeting began at 6:11pm.  

II. ROLL CALL: Sonya Isom, City Clerk 

 All members were present with Councilmember Alecia Washington attending virtually.  

III. INVOCATION: Pastor Ronnie Williams, First Lithonia Seventh Day Adventist Church 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alecia Washington, District 3 Councilmember 

V. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 There was a request for the following changes to the agenda: 

1. Move Women of Wonder Recipients to item VII. b. 

2. Lifeline Animal Project was moved to item VII. c. 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tammy Grimes to approve the agenda with the 2 stated 

adjustments. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

   Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard.  

VI. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes - City Council Work Session, May 13, 2024 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tara Graves to approve the meeting minutes from the 

May 13, 2024, City Council Work Session. Seconded by Councilmember Terry Fye. 
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Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard.  

b. Approval of Meeting Minutes - City Council Meeting, May 28, 2024 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to approve the meeting minutes from the 

May 28, 2024, City Council Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard.  

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Citizens wishing to make a public comment may do so in person. Citizens may also submit 

public comments via email to cityclerk@stonecrestga.gov by 2 pm on the day of the meeting to 

be read by the City Clerk. 

All members of the public wishing to address the City Council shall submit their name and the 

topic of their comments to the city clerk prior to the start of any meeting held by the City 

Council. There is a three (3) minute time limit for each speaker submitting or reading a public 

comment. Individuals will be held to established time limits. 

Faye Coffield – Expressed concerns regarding the HVAC system, the situation on Hayden 

Quarry and developers, street pavement, tree ordinance, the Police Administrator position and 

street lighting. 

Elizabeth Phillips - Expressed concerns with 6350 Hillandale Drive with objections from 

Mayor and Council. Also expressed code concerns within the City of Stonecrest.    

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tara Graves to extend public comments for 10 additional 

minutes. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Matthew Hampton – Commented on the passing of Mr. Bill Allen and stated New Black Wall 

Street remains committed to making Stonecrest a First-Class City.  He also expressed concerns 

about staying in compliance while preparing for a celebration of life for Mr. Bill Allen and is 

asking for time to address issues and satisfy requirements.  

 

Dr. C. Harrison Brady – Chair of Clayton County Development Authority and God-son of Mr. 

Bill Allen.  Stated Mr. Allen was concerned about the city.  He also expressed his concerns 

regarding the New Black Wallstreet Market, and holding and continuing the legacy of Mr. Bill 

Allen within the City of Stonecrest.   

 

b. Presentation by Councilwoman Tammy Grimes to Women of Wonder recipients that         

were not able to attend the gala event.  Recipients acknowledged were Mrs. Valerie 

Morgan of On Common Ground and Mrs. Dia Myric -Taylor of the CDC. 

c. Presentation by Andrea Peterson, COO of the Life-Line Animal Project and Annie Alder, 

Shelter Director with DeKalb County Animal Services, giving an overview of the Life-

Line Animal Project.  It was stated they need the community’s help.   

It was stated they took in over 5200 dogs and 2100 cats within one year, with an average of 

20-30 a day.  They are seeking placement for medium and large dogs, for either fostering 

or adoption.  For more information, go to lifelineanimal.org or contact them at 

pethealth@dekalbcountyanimalservices.com. 
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VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Citizens wishing to participate and comment during the public hearing portion of the meeting 

may comment in person. You may also submit your request including your full name, address, 

position on the agenda item you are commenting on (for or against) via email 

to cityclerk@stonecrestga.gov by 2 pm the day of the Public Hearing to be read into the record 

at the meeting. A zoom link for the meeting will be sent to you. 

When it is your turn to speak, please state your name, address and relationship to the case. 

There is a ten (10) minute time limit for each item per side during all public hearings. Only the 

applicant may reserve time for rebuttal. 

a. Public Hearing - 2024 Proposed Millage Rate - Eric Hawkins, Revenue Manager 

 

Presentation by Eric Hawkins, Revenue Manager, stating this is the final hearing.  He is 

seeking approval and adoption of the 2024 Millage Rate.  There was a review of the 

Taxpayer Bill of Rights, 2024 City Digest Requirements, the Millage & Rollback Rate, 

Notice of Property Tax Increase, Computation of Millage, Current Tax Digest & 5 Year 

History of Levy.  It was also stated the city is not levying a tax increase on the citizens of 

Stonecrest. There have been two public hearings, and nothing has changed. 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to open public hearing for the 2024 

Proposed Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard 

 

In Favor 

None 

In Opposition 

Faye Coffield 

Dave Marcus 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to close public hearing for the 2024 

Proposed Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

b. For Decision - Resolution for 2024 Millage Rate - Eric Hawkins, Revenue Manager 

 

Mr. Hawkins stated when a property increases in value, the assessment of the property 

increases.  The millage rate will remain the same and the City of Stonecrest has no 

influence on the property values of homes.  There was clarity shared on the definition of 

non-homestead.   

 

The preamble was read by the City Clerk.  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tammy Grimes to approve the Resolution for the 2024 

Millage Rate. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed unanimously.  
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c. Public Hearing - SLUP 24-002 6350 Hillandale Drive - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & 

Zoning Director 

 The applicant requested withdrawal without prejudice. 

d. For Decision - Ordinance for SLUP 24-002 6350 Hillandale Drive - Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning & Zoning Director  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tammy Grimes to accept the withdrawal for SLUP 24-

002 without prejudice. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

e. Public Hearing - SLUP 24-004 5673 La Fleur Trail - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & 

Zoning Director 

 The applicant requested withdrawal without prejudice. 

f. For Decision - Ordinance for SLUP 24-004 5673 La Fleur Trail - Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning & Zoning Director  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Tammy Grimes to accept the withdrawal for SLUP 24-

004 without prejudice. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

g. Public Hearing - RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & 

Zoning Director  

 Presentation by Planning & Zoning Director Shawanna Qawiy stating that applicant Kemp 

White & Associates, Inc. is seeking a rezoning and map amendment for parcels from R-

100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a commercial business 

development.  There was a review of facts and background, future land/character area, 

zoning map, aerial map, proposed site plan, conceptual diagram, submitted renderings, and 

recommendations with the conditions as listed in the packet. 

 The Planning Commission requested a deferral to the July 2, 2024, meeting. 

h. For Decision - Ordinance for RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road - Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning & Zoning Director  

 

Motion – made by Mayor Pro Tem George Turner to defer RZ 23-011 to the next Planning 

Commission Meeting and the July 22nd City Council Meeting. Seconded by 

Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed 4-1 with Councilmember Terry Fye voting Nay.  

i. Public Hearing - RZ 23-012 3893 Panola Road (Map Amendment) – Shawanna Qawiy, 

Planning & Zoning Director 

 Presentation by Planning & Zoning Director Shawanna Qawiy stating that applicant Kemp 

White & Associates, Inc. is seeking a rezoning and map amendment for parcels from R-

100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a commercial business 

development. There was a review of facts and background, future land/character area, 
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zoning map, aerial map, proposed site plan, conceptual diagram, submitted renderings, and 

recommendations with conditions as listed in the packet.   

The Planning Commission requested a deferral to the July 2, 2024 meeting and July 22, 

2024 City Council meeting. 

j. For Decision - Ordinance for RZ 23-012 3893 Panola Road (Map Amendment) - 

Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to defer RZ 23-012 to the next Planning 

Commission Meeting and the July City Council Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember 

Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

k. Public Hearing - RZ 23-014 3893 Panola Road (Land Use) - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning 

& Zoning Director 

 Presentation by Planning & Zoning Director Shawanna Qawiy stating that the applicant 

Kemp White & Associates, Inc. is seeking a rezoning and map amendment for parcels 

from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a commercial 

business development. There was a review of facts and background, future land/character 

area, zoning map, aerial map, proposed site plan, conceptual diagram, submitted 

renderings, and recommendations including conditions as listed in the packet.   

The Planning Commission requested a deferral to the July 2, 2024 meeting and July 22, 

2024 council meeting for final decision. 

l. For Decision - Ordinance for RZ 23-014 3893 Panola Road (Land Use) - Shawanna 

Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to defer RZ 23-014 to the next Planning 

Commission Meeting and the July City Council Meeting. Seconded by Councilmember 

Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

m. Public Hearing - City of Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 5-Year Update - Shawanna 

Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  

 

Introduction by Planning & Zoning Director Shawanna Qawiy of Randy Gibbs, with the 

Sizemore Group, presenting the comprehensive plan for adoption.  There was an 

introduction of the project team, as well as a project overview including the project 

schedule and comprehensive plan requirements. There was also a review of the adoption 

timeline, and next steps.   

 

ARC and DCA has considered the plan and deems it meets all requirements. The plan 

allows the city to maintain its local government qualification status.  It will be up for 

reevaluation in another five years.  The plan is available to be viewed on the city’s website.   

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to open public hearing for the City of 

Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 5- Year Update. Seconded by Councilmember Tara  
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Graves. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

In Favor 

None 

In Opposition 

Bernard Knight, stating he was not in favor or opposition 

Faye Coffield, stating she was not in favor or opposition 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to close public hearing for the City of 

Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 5- Year Update. Seconded by Councilmember Tammy 

Grimes. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

It was stated the document must be adopted by the end of June to retain the city’s local 

government status.  There was a request by Councilwoman Grimes to change the title from 

Flat Rock to Flat Rock Archive, Inc. Mr. Gibbs stated the change would be made.   

 

There was clarity stating that zoning is an enforcement issue directing how the land is to be 

used and the zoning map is law and future land use is what the city would like it to be. 

n. For Decision - Resolution for Adoption of City of Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 5-Year 

Update - Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  

 The preamble was read by the City Clerk.  

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to approve the Resolution to adopt the 

Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 5- Year Update with the changes suggested by council. 

Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

IX. CONSENT AGENDA 

X. APPOINTMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

XI. REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 

XII. OLD BUSINESS 

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 

XIV. CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS 

 It was good to see the council in Savannah. 

XV. CITY MANAGER UPDATE 

 Thank you to staff for efforts with the comp plan and to council for adoption of the plan. She is 

looking forward to working with staff on a work plan to identify some of the priorities to move 
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Stonecrest forward.  The newly renovated Salem Park will re-open on Friday during normal 

business hours.  

XVI. MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 District 1 – Councilmember Tara Graves – Thanks to everyone who participated in the Daddy 

Daughter Event and thank you to Beverly Cooper for the 30 sponsorships.   and he is sending 

his condolences to the family and friends of Mr. Bill Allen. A new date and time for the district 

1 Town Hall date will be forthcoming. Have a safe Fourth of July.  

 District 2 – Councilmember Terry Fye – Thank you to all of the constituents at the Keystone 

Gates Community that came out for conversation regarding the community. Thanks to the staff 

who helped with the June events, especially the Juneteeth Celebration.  

 District 3 – Councilmember Alecia Washington - No comment  

 District 5 – Councilmember Tammy Grimes – Thank you to everyone who helped make the 

W.O.W Gala beautiful and she is hoping to make this a staple event within the City. Parents 

please talk to your children about getting rest as school is around the corner.  

 Mayor Cobble – No comment 

 District 4 – Mayor Pro Tem George Turner – If you ride by Salem Park, you will be impressed.  

Everything has been completed and the grand opening is being planned.  There are two 

constituents who did a wonderful job assisting with keeping Stonecrest beautiful, Mr. Curtis 

Nelson who passed in June of 2023 and Mr. Darryle Andrew who passed over the weekend and 

whose service will be held Saturday @ 11am.  

XVII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

(When an executive session is required, one will be called for the following issues: 1) 

Personnel, 2) Litigation, 3) Real Estate, 4) Cyber Security 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to enter Executive Session for personnel, 

litigation, real estate and cyber security. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard 

  

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to exit Executive Session and return to the 

regular scheduled meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Graves. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to approve the minutes from the Executive 

Session. Seconded by Councilmember Tara Grimes. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard 

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion – made by Councilmember Terry Fye to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by 

Councilmember Tammy Grimes. 

Motion passed 4-0 with Councilmember Alecia Washington’s vote not being heard 
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   The meeting adjourned at 8:51pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

The City of Stonecrest does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs, services, activities and employment 

practices. 

If you need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (such as a sign language interpreter, an assistive listening 

device or print material in digital format) or reasonable modification to programs, services or activities contact the ADA 

Coordinator, Sonya Isom, as soon as possible, preferably 2 days before the activity or event. 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmpDB01  - Page 1 of 1 
  

SUBJECT: RZ 23-011 Browns Mill Road  
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☒ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☐ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☒ ORDINANCE ☐ RESOLUTION  ☐ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  Click or tap to enter a date. & Click or tap to enter a date. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  
 

PRESENTER: Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director   
 

PURPOSE: A rezoning and map amendment request. 

 

FACTS: The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the property located at 5137 Browns 

Mill Road from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a commercial business 

development.  

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Choose an item. Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

(1) Attachment 1 -  Ordinance 

(2) Attachment 2 -  Rezoning Analysis 

(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(5) Attachment 5 -  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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STATE OF GEORGIA  

CITY OF STONECREST      

ORDINANCE NO. ____-____________ 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

STONECREST, GEORGIA TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 5137 BROWNS 

MILL ROAD (PARCEL ID 16 020 03 006) FROM R-100 (RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM LOT) 

DISTRICT TO C-1 (LOCAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE 

SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR 

OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Stonecrest (“City”) is the Mayor and City 

Council thereof; and 

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section II, Paragraph IV of the 1983 Constitution of the State of 

Georgia authorizes the City to adopt plans and exercise the power of zoning; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City is authorized by O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3 to 

adopt ordinances relating to its property, affairs, and local government; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to rezone 5137 Browns Mill Road (Parcel 

ID 16 020 03 006) FROM R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District TO C-1 (Local Commercial) 

District; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. Sec. 7.3.5.  of the City’s Zoning Code proposed amendments 

to the official zoning map shall require an application and public hearings before the planning 

commission and the Mayor and City Council; and  
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WHEREAS, from time-to-time amendments may be proposed for public necessity, 

general welfare, or sound zoning practice that justify such action; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Department recommends conditional approval of a 

rezoning for property located at 5137 Browns Mill Road; and 

WHEREAS, the matter was heard in the City’s Community Planning Information Meeting 

pursuant to the provisions of the City’s Zoning Procedures Law; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing and recommendation pursuant to the provisions of the City’s 

Zoning Procedures Law has been provided by the Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing pursuant to the provisions of Georgia’s Zoning Procedures 

Law has been properly held by the City Council prior to the adoption of this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the city will be positively 

impacted by the adoption of this Ordinance.  

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof: 

Section 1.  That the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Stonecrest be amended, and the 

official zoning map established in connection therewith be changed so that the following property 

located at 5137 Browns Mill Road (Parcel ID 16 020 03 006) or as described on the zoning maps 

and associated site plan attached as Exhibit A from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District to C-

1 (Local Commercial) District and for other purposes.  

Section 2. That the rezoning will be approved with the following conditions.  

1.            Approval of the rezoning request and official zoning map amendment from R-

100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial.) 
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2.            Project shall conform to the conceptual site plan submitted with cases RZ-23-

011and RZ 23-012 and comply with all Local Commercial (C-1) zoning and development 

standards. 

3.            Any deviations from the approved conceptual site plan to final plan approval shall 

be resubmitted to the Planning and Zoning Department for review and final approval by City 

Council. 

4.            Applicant/developer shall submit and follow all requirements for lot combination 

5.            Applicant/developer must submit approval of any/all roadway improvements 

from the Georgia Department of Transportation. 

6.            Applicant/developer shall provide a 5FT sidewalk for the entire parcel frontage 

of the proposed development. 

7.            Applicant/developer shall submit a Land Disturbance Permit (LDP) for approval 

prior to any groundwork. 

8.            The proposed development shall include the following: Interactive greenspace 

amenities. 

A minimum of one (1) rooftop dining area. 

Adequate lighting throughout development per an approved lighting plan. 

An adequate waste management plan to ensure consistent cleanliness of the development 

as approved by staff. 

9.            The list of prohibited uses shall include; Package/Liquor store or similar use(s). 

Smoke shops or similar. 

Convenience stores with fuel pumps/alcohol sales or similar use(s). 
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10. Planning Commission 7/2/24 : Approval with staff recommendations with an additional 

condition to create an advisory board.  

Section 3. The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.  

Section 4.  (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is 

severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. It is 

hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually 

dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.  

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional, or otherwise unenforceable 

by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of 

the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any 

of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or section of the Ordinance and that, to 

the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 

sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and 

effect.  
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Section 5. The City Clerk, with the concurrence of the City Attorney, is authorized to 

correct any scrivener’s errors found in this Ordinance, including its exhibits, as enacted. 

Section 6. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby  

expressly repealed.  

Section 7. The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the  

State of Georgia and the City of Stonecrest.  

Section 8. It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of  

Stonecrest, Georgia.  

 

ORDAINED this _________ day of _________________, 2024.  

 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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        CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Jazzmin Cobble, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 
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REZONING ANALYSIS

RZ 23-011 

Ihsan Sharif D/B/A Advance Business Solutions 
Kemp White and Associates, Inc. 

Marlon Elliott
4086 Windermere Dr
Lithonia, GA 30058
derrickelliot49@aol.com

Petition Number:

Applicant: 

Property Owner:

Project Location:

District: 

Acreage:

Existing Zoning:

Proposed Zoning: 

Overlay: 

Future Land Use: 

Proposed Development/Request:

CPIM:

Planning Commission:  

Mayor & City Council: 

5137 Browns Mill Road (Parcel ID 16 020 03 006) 

4 – Councilman George Turner, Jr

+/- 0.64 acres 

R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District

C-1 (Local Commercial) District

N/A 

Neighborhood Center (NC) 

The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the parcel 
from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a
commercial business development.

May 9, 2024

June 4, 2024

June 26, 2024

Sign Posted/ Legal Ad(s) submitted: April 23, 2024

Staff Recommendations:

Planning Commission:

Conditionally Approved

RZ 23-011 26
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PROJECT OVERVIEWLocation

The subject property is located at 5137 Browns Mill Road,
Stonecrest, GA 30058. The property currently has one (1)
access point on Browns Mill Road. Browns Mill Road is
classified as a minor arterial road and is maintained by 
State DOT.

The property abuts C-1 (Local Commercial) zoning 
district to the west and R-100 (Residential Medim Lot) 
zoning district to the east.  

Adjacent & 
Surrounding 

Properties
Zoning

(Petition Number) Land Use

Adjacent: North
R-100

(Residential Med 
Lot) District

Residential 
(Detached Single 

Family Home)

Adjacent: West
R-100

(Residential Med 
Lot) District

Browns Mill Park 

Adjacent: East

C-1
(Local

Commercial)
District

Undeveloped Land

Adjacent: South
R-100

(Residential Med 
Lot) District

Undeveloped Land

Background

The subject property zoning classification is R-100 -
Residential Med Lot.

The property is developed land that has a single-family 
residential dwelling with no display of any floodway nor 
floodplain on the subject property. The proposed project 
envisions combining these parcels into a unified 
development. The revised plan includes six (6) proposed 
buildings, featuring High-End Restaurants, a Medical 
Facility, Financial Institution, Business Center, and a 
Sports Shop, in addition to alternative uses. According to 
the applicant, the development will showcase a 
comprehensive approach, incorporating a mix of amenities 
and services. The central feature is a high-end,
environmentally conscious development that adheres to 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Net Zero energy model.

Traffic and Environmental Assessment

The applicant submitted a traffic study and an 
environmental assessment that’s included this application 
packet.

According to Division 5, Section 2.5.1, the purpose 
and intent of the city council in establishing R-100 is to 
provide for the protection of neighborhoods within the 
city where lots have a minimum area of 15,000 square 
feet; to provide for compatible infill development in 
neighborhoods.

According to Division 26, Section 2.26.1, the purpose 
and intent of the city council in establishing C-1 is to 
provide convenient local retail shopping and service 
areas within the city for all residents; to provide for 
quality control in development through materials and 
building placement, to ensure that the uses authorized 
within the C-1 (Local Commercial) District are those 
uses which are designed to serve the convenience 
shopping and service needs of groups of 
neighborhoods, and to implement the future 
development map of the city's comprehensive plan.

RZ 23-011

RZ 23-011
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Aerial Map

RZ 23-011
ADDRESS: 5137 Browns Mill Road

CURRENT ZONING: R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District

OVERLAY: N/A

FUTURE LAND USE: Neighborhood Center (NC) 

Subject Property 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 7 28
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Zoning Map  

Future Land Use Map 

Legend

Legend

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 8 29
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Public Participation   
Property owners within 1,000 feet of the subject property were mailed notices of the proposed rezoning in April. The 
Community Planning Information Meeting (CPIM) was held on May 9, 2024, at 6:00 pm at city hall. There were 
numerous residents that spoke in support. Those who spoke in support were in favor of the proposed development, 
however, had additional questions and comments. The questions and comments include funding, timeline, percentage of 
each proposed use, buildable land, and sidewalk/infrastructure update.   

Proposed Site Plan

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 6 33
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STANDARDS OF REZONING REVIEW

Section 7.3.5 of the Stonecrest Zoning Ordinance list eight factors to be considered in a technical review of a zoning case 
completed by the Community Development Department and Planning Commission. Each element is listed with staff 
analysis.

Whether the zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the comprehensive plan.
The subject property is located within the Neighborhood Center character area of the 2038 Stonecrest
Comprehensive Plan and is consistent with the following Plan Policies and Strategies: Identify areas that can
serve everyday local neighborhood needs, for goods and services. These areas shall complement the character of
neighborhoods and have locations that promote walkability, reduce automobile travel, and increase transit usage.
These areas should consist of a neighborhood focal point with a concentration of activities such as general retail,
neighborhood services, professional office, higher-density housing in the suggested range, and appropriate public
open spaces that are easily accessible by pedestrians. The proposed density for the Neighborhood Center
Character Area is up to 24 dwelling units per acre.
The proposed zoning is in an area that is primarily medium density residential zoned parcels. The rezoning
request does align with the permitted zoning districts listed for Neighborhood Center Future Land Use
Destination.

Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of
adjacent and nearby property or properties.
The proposed rezoning of C-1 (Local Commercial) will permit a use that is suitable in view of existing
commercial uses of the service stations at the intersection of Panola Road and Browns Mill Road. The
development proposes uses and services of retail, restaurant, a medical care facility, a financial institution, and
amenities that are conveniently accessible to support health care and needs of the local neighborhoods within the
community.  The development of adjacent and nearby property or properties can develop existing lots in
accordance to the zoning requirements of land

Whether the property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a reasonable economic use as currently
zoned.
Currently zoned R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District, the site may have a reasonable economic use a
presently zoned. R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District maxim density. The current zoning classification
allows development of one single family dwelling only.

Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby
property or properties.

RZ 23-011
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The zoning proposal to the C-1 (Local Commercial) District will not adversely affect the existing use or usability 
of adjacent and nearby commercial zoned properties along Browns Mill Road and Panola Road. The development 
installation of sidewalks along its frontage will enhance the accessibility to existing commercial developments 
near the intersection providing pedestrian friendly pathway for walkability where there is none currently.

Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property,
which gives supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.
There are no changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property, which give supporting
grounds for either approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal.  Currently, there are no active land
development construction projects, and no additional discussion with the Planning & Zoning Department for this
area.

Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect historic buildings, sites, districts, or archaeological

resources.

There are no known historic buildings, sites, districts, or archaeological resources near or on the subject site that

would be affected by the rezoning proposal to the C-1 (Local Commercial) District.

Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use that will or could cause excessive or burdensome use of
existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools.
The proposed rezoning of the C-1 (Local Commercial) District should not have a major impact on existing streets
and transportation facilities given that Browns Mill and Panola Road are major thoroughfares. The request for
commercial development will not have an impact on area schools. The developer is actively communicating with
GDOT encouraging its commencement with improvement of the state roadway for expansion, alignment, and
approval of a decel lane for management of the traffic flow at the intersection of Browns Mill and Panola Rd.

Whether the zoning proposal adversely impacts the environment or surrounding natural resources.
The applicant submitted an environmental assessment that elaborates on the environmental conditions of the
subject property and the proposed development.

. Additionally, the project will incorporate
greenspace that’s useable and open space for an environmentally sustainable development which decreases
impervious surfaces.

RZ 23-011
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PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION – June 4, 2024

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmpA568  - Page 1 of 1 
  

SUBJECT: RZ 23-012  3893 Panola Road  
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☒ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☐ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☒ ORDINANCE ☐ RESOLUTION  ☐ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  Click or tap to enter a date. & Click or tap to enter a date. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  
 

PRESENTER: Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director     
 

PURPOSE: A future land use map amendment request. 

 

FACTS: The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the propety located at 3893 Panola 

Road from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a commercial business 

development. 

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Choose an item. Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

(1) Attachment 1 -  Ordinance 

(2) Attachment 2 -  Rezoning Analysis 

(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(5) Attachment 5 -  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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STATE OF GEORGIA  

CITY OF STONECREST      

ORDINANCE NO. ____-____________ 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

STONECREST, GEORGIA TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3893 PANOLA 

ROAD (PARCEL ID 16 019 01 010) FROM R-100 (RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM LOT) 

DISTRICT TO C-1 (LOCAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT; TO PROVIDE 

SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 

PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR 

OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Stonecrest (“City”) is the Mayor and City 

Council thereof; and 

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section II, Paragraph IV of the 1983 Constitution of the State of 

Georgia authorizes the City to adopt plans and exercise the power of zoning; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City is authorized by O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3 to 

adopt ordinances relating to its property, affairs, and local government; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to rezone 3893 Panola Road (Parcel ID 

16 019 01 010) FROM R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District TO C-1 (Local Commercial) 

District; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. Sec. 7.3.5.  of the City’s Zoning Code proposed amendments 

to the official zoning map shall require an application and public hearings before the planning 

commission and the Mayor and City Council; and  
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WHEREAS, from time-to-time amendments may be proposed for public necessity, 

general welfare, or sound zoning practice that justify such action; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Department recommends conditional approval of a 

rezoning for property located at 3893 Panola Road; and 

WHEREAS, the matter was heard in the City’s Community Planning Information Meeting 

pursuant to the provisions of the City’s Zoning Procedures Law; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing and recommendation pursuant to the provisions of the City’s 

Zoning Procedures Law has been provided by the Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing pursuant to the provisions of Georgia’s Zoning Procedures 

Law has been properly held by the City Council prior to the adoption of this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the city will be positively 

impacted by the adoption of this Ordinance.  

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof: 

Section 1.  That the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Stonecrest be amended, and the 

official zoning map established in connection therewith be changed so that the following property 

located at 3893 Panola Road (Parcel ID 16 019 01 010) or as described on the zoning maps and 

associated site plan attached as Exhibit A from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District to C-1 

(Local Commercial) District and for other purposes.  

Section 2. That the rezoning will be approved with the following conditions.  

1.            Approval of the rezoning request and official zoning map amendment from R-

100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial.) 
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2.            Project shall conform to the conceptual site plan submitted with cases RZ-23-

011and RZ 23-012 and comply with all Local Commercial (C-1) zoning and development 

standards. 

3.            Any deviations from the approved conceptual site plan to final plan approval shall 

be resubmitted to the Planning and Zoning Department for review and final approval by City 

Council. 

4.            Applicant/developer shall submit and follow all requirements for lot combination 

5.            Applicant/developer must submit approval of any/all roadway improvements 

from the Georgia Department of Transportation. 

6.            Applicant/developer shall provide a 5FT sidewalk for the entire parcel frontage 

of the proposed development. 

7.            Applicant/developer shall submit a Land Disturbance Permit (LDP) for approval 

prior to any groundwork. 

8.            The proposed development shall include the following: Interactive greenspace 

amenities. 

A minimum of one (1) rooftop dining area. 

Adequate lighting throughout development per an approved lighting plan. 

An adequate waste management plan to ensure consistent cleanliness of the development 

as approved by staff. 

9.            The list of prohibited uses shall include; Package/Liquor store or similar use(s). 

Smoke shops or similar. 

Convenience stores with fuel pumps/alcohol sales or similar use(s). 
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10. Planning Commission 7/2/24 : Approval with staff recommendations with an additional 

condition to create an advisory board.  

Section 3. The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.  

Section 4.  (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is 

severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. It is 

hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually 

dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.  

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional, or otherwise unenforceable 

by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of 

the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any 

of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or section of the Ordinance and that, to 

the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 

sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and 

effect.  
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Section 5. The City Clerk, with the concurrence of the City Attorney, is authorized to 

correct any scrivener’s errors found in this Ordinance, including its exhibits, as enacted. 

Section 6. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby  

expressly repealed.  

Section 7. The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the  

State of Georgia and the City of Stonecrest.  

Section 8. It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of  

Stonecrest, Georgia.  

 

ORDAINED this _________ day of _________________, 2024.  

 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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        CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Jazzmin Cobble, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 
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conconditions. 

 

REZONING ANALYSIS 
 

 

 

Petition Number: 

Applicant: 

 

Property Owner: 

 

 

 

 

Project Location: 

District: 

Acreage: 

 

Existing Zoning: 

Proposed Zoning: 

Overlay: 

Future Land Use: 

 

 

Proposed Development/Request: 

 

 

 

CPIM: 

 

Planning Commission: 

Mayor & City Council: 

RZ 23-012 

 

Ihsan Sharif D/B/A Advance Business Solutions 

Kemp White and Associates, Inc. 

lnfo@theabsnetwork.com 

Panola Road Group Holdings, LLC 

1420 Peachtree Street, Suite 100 

Atlanta, GA 30309 

lnfo@theabsnetwork.com 
 

3893 Panola Road (Parcel ID 16 019 01 010) 

4 – Councilman George Turner, Jr 

+/- 5.95 acres 

 

R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District 

C-1 (Local Commercial) District 

N/A 

 

Suburban Neighborhood (SN) 

 

 

The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the parcel 

from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial) for a 

commercial business development. 

 

May 9, 2024 

 

June 4, 2024  July 2, 2024 

 

June 26, 2024  July 22, 2024 

Sign Posted/ Legal Ad(s) submitted: April 23, 2024 
 

Staff Recommendations: 

Planning Commission: 

Conditionally Approved 

 

Deferral until the July 2, 2024 PC Meeting. 

 

July 2, 2024-Approved with staff recommendations with an additional condition. 

RZ-23-012 3893 Panola Road 1 
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Location 

The subject property is located at 3893 Panola Road, 

Stonecrest, GA 30058. The property currently has one (1) 

access point on Panola Road. Panola Road is classified as 

a major arterial road and is maintained by Dekalb County. 

The property abuts C-1 (Local Commercial) zoning 

district to the north and R-100 (Residential Medim Lot) 

zoning district to the east. 
 

Adjacent & 

Surrounding 

Properties 

Zoning 
(Petition Number) 

 

Land Use 

 

Adjacent: North 

C-1 

(Local 

Commercial) 

District 

 

Undeveloped Land 

 

Adjacent: West 

R-100 

(Residential Med 

Lot) District 

 

Undeveloped Land 

Adjacent: East 

R-100 

(Residential Med 

Lot) District 

Single-Family 

Residential 
Dwelling 

 

Adjacent: South 

R-100 

(Residential Med 

Lot) District 

Single-Family 

Residential 

Dwelling 

 

Background 

The subject property zoning classification is R-100 - 

Residential Med Lot. 

The property is undeveloped land and heavily wooded 

with no display of any floodway nor floodplain on the 

subject property. The proposed project envisions 

combining these parcels into a unified development. The 

revised plan includes six (6) proposed buildings, featuring 

High-End Restaurants, a Medical Facility, Financial 

Institution, Business Center, and a Sports Shop, in 

addition to alternative uses. According to the applicant, 

the development will showcase a comprehensive 

approach, incorporating a mix of amenities and services. 

The central feature is a high-end, environmentally 

conscious development that adheres to the U.S. 

Department of Energy’s Net Zero energy model. 

Traffic and Environmental Assessment 

The applicant submitted a traffic study and an 

environmental assessment that’s included this application 

packet. 

 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

 

 

RZ-23-012 3893 Panola Road 2 

RZ 23-012 

According to Division 5, Section 2.5.1, the purpose 

and intent of the city council in establishing R-100 is to 

provide for the protection of neighborhoods within the 

city where lots have a minimum area of 15,000 square 

feet; to provide for compatible infill development in 

neighborhoods. 

According to Division 26, Section 2.26.1, the purpose 

and intent of the city council in establishing C-1 is to 

provide convenient local retail shopping and service 

areas within the city for all residents; to provide for 

quality control in development through materials and 

building placement, to ensure that the uses authorized 

within the C-1 (Local Commercial) District are those 

uses which are designed to serve the convenience 

shopping and service needs of groups of 

neighborhoods, and to implement the future 

development map of the city's comprehensive plan. 
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Public Participation 

Property owners within 1,000 feet of the subject property were mailed notices of the proposed rezoning in April. The 

Community Planning Information Meeting (CPIM) was held on May 9, 2024, at 6:00 pm at city hall. There were 

numerous residents that spoke in support. Those who spoke in support were in favor of the proposed development, 

however, had additional questions and comments. The questions and comments include funding, timeline, percentage of 

each proposed use, buildable land, and sidewalk/infrastructure update. 

Proposed Site Plan 
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Aerial Map 
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RZ 23-012 
ADDRESS: 3893 Browns Mill Road 

CURRENT ZONING: R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District 

OVERLAY: N/A 

FUTURE LAND USE: Suburban Neighborhood (SN) 

 
Subject Property 
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Zoning Map 
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Legend 
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STANDARDS OF REZONING REVIEW 

 

Section 7.3.5 of the Stonecrest Zoning Ordinance list eight factors to be considered in a technical review of a zoning case 

completed by the Community Development Department and Planning Commission. Each element is listed with staff 

analysis. 

 

A. Whether the zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the comprehensive plan. 

 

The subject property is located within the Suburban Neighborhood character area of the 2038 Stonecrest 

Comprehensive Plan. The intent of the Suburban Neighborhood is to recognize those areas of the city that have 

developed in traditional suburban land use patterns while encouraging new development to have increased 

connectivity and accessibility. These areas include those developed (built out) and those under development 

pressures. Those areas are characterized by low pedestrian orientation, limited transit access, scattered civic 

buildings and curvilinear street patterns. The proposed density for areas of this type is up to 8 dwelling units per 

acre. The proposed zoning is in an area that is primarily medium density residential. The rezoning request does 

not align with the permitted zoning districts listed for City Center Future Land Use Destination. 

 

The proposed zoning is in an area that is primarily medium density residential zoned parcels. The rezoning 

request does align with the permitted zoning districts listed for Suburban Neighborhood Future Land Use 

Destination. However, the applicant submitted an additional application to amend the future land use destination. 

 

B. Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of 

adjacent and nearby property or properties. 

 

The proposed rezoning of C-1 (Local Commercial) will permit a use that is suitable in view of existing 

commercial uses of the service stations at the intersection of Panola Road and Browns Mill Road. The 

development proposes uses and services of retail, restaurant, a medical care facility, a financial institution, and 

amenities that are conveniently accessible to support health care and needs of the local neighborhoods within the 

community. The development of adjacent and nearby property or properties can develop existing lots in 

accordance to the zoning requirements of land. 

 

 

C. Whether the property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a reasonable economic use as currently 

zoned. 

 

Currently zoned R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District, the site may have a reasonable economic use a 

presently zoned. R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District maxim density. The current zoning classification 

allows development of one single family dwelling only. Consequently, to develop the lot under the current 

zoning classification R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) for its maximum economic value requires subdivision of 

the land with an approved preliminary and final plat at the maximum density of 17 lots. 

 

D. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby 

property or properties. 

 

The zoning proposal to the C-1 (Local Commercial) District will not adversely affect the existing use or usability 

of adjacent and nearby commercial zoned properties along Browns Mill Road and Panola Road. The development 

RZ-23-012 3893 Panola Road 8 
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installation of sidewalks along its frontage will enhance the accessibility to existing commercial developments 

near the intersection providing pedestrian friendly pathway for walkability where there is none currently. 

 

 

E. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property, 

which gives supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal. 

There are no changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property, which give supporting 

grounds for either approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal. Currently, there are no active land 

development construction projects, and no additional discussion with the Planning & Zoning Department for this 

area. 

F. Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect historic buildings, sites, districts, or archaeological 

resources. 

There are no known historic buildings, sites, districts, or archaeological resources near or on the subject site that 

would be affected by the rezoning proposal to the C-1 (Local Commercial) District. 

G. Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use that will or could cause excessive or burdensome use of 

existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools. 

The proposed rezoning of the C-1 (Local Commercial) District should not have a major impact on existing streets 

and transportation facilities given that Browns Mill and Panola Road are major thoroughfares. The request for 

commercial development will not have an impact on area schools. The developer is actively communicating with 

GDOT encouraging its commencement with improvement of the state roadway for expansion, alignment, and 

approval of a decel lane for management of the traffic flow at the intersection of Browns Mill and Panola Rd. 

H. Whether the zoning proposal adversely impacts the environment or surrounding natural resources. 

The applicant submitted an environmental assessment that elaborates on the environmental conditions of the 

subject property and the proposed development. A tree plan will be required that minimizes the removal of trees 

and to ensure the required tree density coverage through replanting. Additionally, the project will incorporate 

greenspace that’s useable and open space for an environmentally sustainable development which decreases 

impervious surfaces. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommend CONDITIONAL APPROVAL of the rezoning request with the following 

conditions: 

 

1. Approval of the rezoning request and official zoning map amendment from R-100 (Residential 

Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial). 

2. Project shall conform to the conceptual site plan submittal with cases RZ-23011 and RZ 23-012 

and comply with all Local Commercial (C-1) zoning and development standards.  

3. Any deviations from the approved conceptual site plan to final plan approval shall be resubmitted 
to the Planning and Zoning Department for review and final approval by City Council.  

4. Applicant/developer shall submit and follow all requirements for lot combination.  

5. Applicant/developer must submit approval of any/all roadway improvements from the Georgia 
Department of Transportation.  

6. Applicant/developer shall provide a 5ft sidewalk for the entire parcel frontage of the proposed 

development.  

7. Applicant/Developer shall submit a Land Disturbance Permit (LDP) for approval prior to any 

groundwork.  
8. The proposed development shall include the following:  

I. Interactive greenspace amenities.  
II. A minimum of one (1) rooftop dining area  

III. Adequate lighting throughout development per an approved lighting plan.  

IV. An adequate waste management plan to ensure consistent cleanliness of the development.  
9. The list of prohibited uses shall include:  

I. Package/Liquor store or similar use(s).  
II. Smoke shops or similar.  

III. Convenience stores with fuel pumps/alcohol sales or similar use(s).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION – June 4, 2024 

Deferral until the July 2, 2024 Planning Commission Meeting. 

 

 

July 2, 2024- Approval with staff recommendations with an additional condition to create an 

advisory board. 
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Attachment(s): RZ 23-012 Application Materials 
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LETTER OF INTENT 

 

APPLICATION FOR REZONING CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 
Kemp White and Associates, Inc. dba Advanced Business Solutions (the “Applicant”) 
hereby submits a request for the Rezoning of properties 3893 Panola Rd (Parcel 
Identification Number 16 019 01 010), and 5137 Browns Mill Rd (Parcel Identification 
Number 16 020 03 006). This request seeks to change the zoning from R100 and R100 to 
C1, with the intention of modifying the zoning conditions to allow for a Commercial 
Development. 

 
The current status of the properties comprises vacant lots, predominantly zoned for 
residential use. The proposed project envisions combining these parcels into a unified 
development. The revised plan includes six (6) proposed buildings, featuring High-End 
Restaurants, a Medical Facility, Financial Institution, Business Center, and a Sports 
Shop, in addition to alternative uses. Please refer to the attached renderings for 
comprehensive details. Pedestrian and vehicular access will be facilitated from the 
north and west sides of the properties, with sidewalks seamlessly connecting to 
storefronts and a recreational park situated at the heart of the development. 

 
Renamed as The Kemps at Stonecrest, the development will showcase a comprehensive 
approach, incorporating a mix of amenities and services. The central feature is a 
high-end, environmentally conscious development that adheres to the U.S. Department 
of Energy’s Net Zero energy model. This approach aligns with the BREEAM method 
for construction, ensuring an eco-friendly and sustainable system governs the entire 
built environment. 

 
Given these alterations and the alignment of the requested Rezoning with the 
stipulations outlined in Section 2.19.1 of the City of Stonecrest Zoning Ordinance, as 
detailed in the enclosed Zoning Impact Analysis, the Applicant respectfully urges the 
City Manager and City Council of the City of Stonecrest to approve the Rezoning as 
presented. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Kemp White and Associates, Inc. dba Advanced Business Solutions 

 
 
 

 
Ihsan Sharif 

 
 
 

 
RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 12 
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NOTARY 

 

 

Notary Public: 

Signature: 

Day of Q(:_--\-- 

Amendment Application 
All applications and plans must be submitted through the 

Citizenserve Online Portal 

 

 

Amendment Application 
 

PROPERTY 

Site Address(es): 

5137 Browns Mill Rd. Stonecrest, GA 

30038 

Parcel#: Zip: 

Project Name (If applicable): 

Current Zoning Residential Proposed Zoning 

- 

Commercial 

Current Use Single Family House Proposed Use Commercial Business Center 

 

 
OWNER INFORMATION 

 

Name: Elliot Marlon 

Address:  

Email: Derrickelliot49@aol.com I Phone: 1(404) 844-6899 

APPLICANT 

 

Kemp White & Associates, Inc ....... Franklin Kemp Name: - 

Address: 1420 Peachtree St. Suite 100 Atlanta, GA 30309 I 
Email: Info@theabsnetwork.com Phone: 1(404) 418-8116 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AFFIDAVIT 

To the best of my knowledge, this application form is correct and complete. If additional materials are determined to be necessary, I 

understand that I am responsible for filing additional materials as specified by the City of Stonecrest Zoning Ordinance. I understand 

that failure to supply all required information (per the relevant Applicant Checklists and Requirements of the Stor,ecrest Zoning 

Ordinance) will result in the rejection of this application. I have read the provisions of the Georgia Code 

Section 36-67A-3 as required regarding Campaign Disclosures. My Signed Campaign Disclosure Statement is included. 

Applicant's Name:  

Date: 3 \ QQ_\ 3 Applicant's Signature: 

 

 

20'2--3 

 

Date: 3  

Ashley Robinson 
1.tf\TADV Pl IRI Ir. 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 13 
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A endment Application 

Property owner 

Name: 

 

Signature: 

City, State: 

 

Address: 

Signature: 

City, State: 

Notary Public: 

   

Name; 

 

 

  

I  

I Zip: 

 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this of 20  

Nota,y  

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 14 

 

 
 
 
 

 

All pplications and plans must be submittedthrough the 
0 

 e Online Portal 

 

Property Owner(s) Notarized Certification 

 
Theowner and petitioner acknowledge that this amendment application form is correct andcomplete. BY completing this form, all owners of the 

subj ctpropertVcertify authorization of thefiling of the application for amendment(s), and authorization of an applicant or agent to act on their 

behalfin the filing of the applicaliol'\including all subsequent applicationa,mendments. 
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Amendment Application 
All applications and plans must be submitted through the 

 

Cifizenserve Online Portal 

GEORGIA 

 
Applicant{sl Notarized Certification 

 
7he petitioner acknowledged that this amendment application form is correct and complete. By completing this form, all applicant of the subject 

property certifies authorization of the filing of the application for amendment(s), and authorization of an applicant or agent to act on their behalf in 

the filing of the application including all subsequent application amendments. 

 
Applicant 

Name: Kemp White & Associates, Inc. 

Address: 1420 Peachtree St. Suite 100  I City, state: Atlanta, GA I Zip: 30309 

Signature: 
r-J /II 

M,. 
A
,,
n
, _ I Date:  I  

L../ 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 

 
3\  

 
day of o  c_+  

. 20 o23 

 

 
Nota,vPublicc 

   
Ashley Robinson 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

    Gwinnett County. GEORGIA 
    My Commission Expires 03/15/2027 

 

Applicant (if applicable) 

Name:  

Address: I City, State: I Zip: 

Signature: I Date:  I 

 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of 20  
 

 
Notary Public: 

 
Applicant (if applicable) 

Name:  

Address: j City, State: I Zip: 

Signature: I Date:  I 

 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of 20  
 

 
Notary Public: 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 15 
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Amendment Application 
All applications and plans must be submitted through the 

 

   

Citizenserve Online Portal 

Campaign Disclosure Statement 

Have you, within the two years immediately preceding the filing of this 
application, made campaign contributions aggregating $250.00 or 
more to a member of the City of Stonecrest City Council or a member 
of the City of Stonecrest Planning Commission? 

Yes No 

 

Applicant/Property Owner 

Name: Kemp White & Associates, inc. 

Address: 1420 Peachtree St. Suite 100 City, State: Atlanta, GA Zip: 30309 

Signature:  Date: 10/31/2023 

 
If the answer above is yes, please complete the following section: 

 

Date Government Official & Position Description Amount 
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N/F 

 
P.I.N.:16 013 02 032 

DB 29057 PG 519 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  
   

 
 

 

 

    
     

    

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

   

 
 

N/F 

 
P.I.N.:16 019 01 012 

DB 21344 PG 352 

 

  
  

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

     
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
 

    

  

 

 

 

3893 PANOLA ROAD, STONECREST GA 

APPROXIMATE LAND LOT LINE 

  

2.46' 
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2,000 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1,000  

 

oX 
0 100 200  400 500  

X = Number of Dwelling Units 

X  Study Site  Average Rate 

Fitted Curve Equation: T = 7.56(X) - 40.86 0.96 

Multifamily Housing (Low-Rise) 
(220) 

Vehicle Trip Ends vs: Dwelling Units 

On a:  Weekday 
 

 
Setting/Location: General Urban/Suburban 

Number of Studies: 29 

Avg. Nurn. of Dwelling Units: 168 
Directional Distribution:  50% entering, 50% exiting 

Vehicle Trip Generation per Dwelling Unit 

Average Rate 

7.32 

Range of Rates 

4.45 - 10.97 

Standard Deviation 

1.31 

 
Data Plot and Equation 

Trip Gen Manual, 10th Ed+ Supplement • Institute ofTransportalion Engineers 
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Photographic Record 
 

 

  
Photo 1: Northern adjoining property. Photo 2: Eastern adjoining property. 

 

Photo 3: Southern adjoining properties. Photo 4: Western adjoining property. 

 
ADBUS-21-GA-05644-01 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 210 
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Photographic Record 
 

 

  
Photo 5: Large pile of tires dumped on the Project Site. Photo 6: Solid waste on the Project Site. 

 

  
Photo 7: Former location of Martin's Grocery on the Project 

Site. 
Photo 8: Single-family home located on the Project Site. 

 

ADBUS-21-GA-05644-01 
RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 211 
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Photographic Record 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 9: Empty rusted 55-gallon drums located on the 

Project Site. 

 

 
Photo 10: Chevron Food Mart and Quick Cleaners adjoining 

the Project Site. 
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Building Community, Culture & Commerce For Now and Into The Future! 143 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 282 

Neighborhood Center (NC) 
 

 

 

Neighborhood Center Character Area Locations 

• 

• 

• 

Covington Hwy and Panola Road 

 

• 

 

 

LAND USE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS 

 

City of Stonecrest 

Comprehensive Plan 2038 
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LAND USE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Building Community, Culture & Commerce For Now and Into The Future! 144 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 283 

LA Fitness Center Covington Square 
Shopping Center 

6063 Covington Hwy 6125 Covington Hwy 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS 

"The City of Innovation and Excellence" 
rhood Center (NC) 

Comprehensive Plan 2038 
City of Stonecrest 
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LAND USE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Building Community, Culture & Commerce For Now and Into The Future! 145 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 284 

Excell Preparatory Center Food Depot Plaza 

Chevron Store Panola-Salem Library 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS 

"The City of Innovation and Excellence" 
rhood Center (NC) 

Comprehensive Plan 2038 
City of Stonecrest 
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LAND USE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Building Community, Culture & Commerce For Now and Into The Future! 146 

RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 285 

City of Stonecrest 
Comprehensive Plan 2038 

rhood Center (NC) 
"The City of Innovation and Excellence" 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS 

Dollar General 

Arabia Mountain 
High School 
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RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 286 

LAND USE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS 

 

City of Stonecrest 

Comprehensive Plan 2038 

Neighborhood Retail 

metrocommercial.com 

Permitted Zoning in NC Areas 

 

 

plannersweb.com 

 

 

Medical Clinic 

yelp.com 
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RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 287 

LAND USE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ELEMENTS 

 

City of Stonecrest 

Comprehensive Plan 2038 

80

Item VIII. d.



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Neighborhood Center Development Policies 

City of Stonecrest l.  Maximum Density-Encourage the maximum density of residential 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
roadside with parking in the rear. 

l0. Open Space and linkages - Encourage development and rede- 

Comprehensive Plan 2038 "The City of InnovatiovenloapnmdenEt ixncneoldleesntcoep"rovide open space and/or contribute to 
in mixed use projects not to exceed 24 dwelling units per acre, with 

the most intense development located towards the commercial the public realm with wider public sidewalks, pedestrian linkag- 

aCnOd/MorPoffiREceHcEoNreSoIfVthEe PNLeiAghNboErhLoEoMd CEeNn tTeSr .  Properties located es and other design features. LAND USE 

along the outer edges of the Neighborhood Center shall be sensitive 

to the building height and density of adjacent single family residen- 

tial. 

2. Retrofitting - Foster retrofitting for conformity with traditional 

neighborhood principles. 

3. Pedestrian Scale Development - Create pedestrian scale communi- 

ties that focus on the relationship between the street, buildings, 

streetscaping and people. 

4. Mixed Use Development - Create compact mixed use districts and 

reduce automobile dependency and travel to obtain basic services. 

5. Transitional Buffers - Require greater setbacks and/or transitional 

buffers for developments when located adjacent to lower density 

residential uses. 

6. Staggered Heights - Require the consideration of staggered height 

implementation when developments are adjacent to single family 

residential neighborhoods. 

7. Streetscaping - Improve street character with consistent signage, 

lighting, landscaping and other design features. 

8. Pocket Parks - Create focal points through the use of existing pocket 

parks and squares for community activities. 

9. Parking - Clearly define road edges by locating buildings near the 

ll. Healthy Neighborhoods - Promote healthy living in neighbor- 

hoods by incorporating a pedestrian environment that encour- 

ages socialization, walking, biking and connectivity. 

l2. Pedestrian Enhancements - Create pedestrian-friendly environ- 

ment, by adding sidewalks that link neighborhood amenities. 

l3. Traffic Calming - Organize circulation patterns through traffic 

calming techniques and access management. Add traffic calm- 

ing improvements, sidewalks, and increased street interconnec- 

tions to increase safety and improve walkability. 

l4. Pedestrian Oriented Design - Design shall be pedestrian- 

oriented with walkable connections between different uses. 

l5. VMT - Promote new and redevelopment at or near develop- 

ment nodes as a means of reduce vehicle miles traveled {VMT}. 

l6. Preferred Uses - Each Neighborhood Center shall include a me- 

dium- high density mix of retail, office, services, and employ- 

ment to serve neighborhoods. 

Building Community, Culture & Commerce For Now and Into The Future! 149 
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- CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Chapter 27 - ZONING ORDINANCE 
ARTICLE 2. - DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 26. C-1 (LOCAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT 

 

 
DIVISION 26. C-1 (LOCAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT 

 
Sec. 2.26.1. Statement of purpose and intent. 

The purpose and intent of the City Council in establishing the C-1 (Local Commercial) District is as follows: 

A. To provide convenient local retail shopping and service areas within the city for all residents; 

B. To provide for quality control in development through materials and building placement; 

C. To ensure that the uses authorized within the C-1 (Local Commercial) District are those uses which are 
designed to serve the convenience shopping and service needs of groups of neighborhoods; 

D. To implement the future development map of the city's comprehensive plan. 

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.1); Ord. No. 2021-06-03 , § 1(Exh. A, § X), 8-23-2021) 

 

Sec. 2.26.2. Permitted and special land uses. 

Permitted uses and uses requiring special land use permits shall be as provided below. In cases where a use 
is permitted, but there are supplemental use regulations for that use specified in article 4 of this chapter, such 
regulations shall also apply and must be complied with. 

A. Permitted Uses. The following uses are permitted as of right under this Code: 

1. Agricultural Activities. 

a. Urban Community Garden, up to 5 acres; see section 4.2. 

2. Residential. 

a. Bed and breakfast establishment; see section 4.2. 

b. Child care facility, 6 or more. 

c. Child care home, 5 or less; see section 4.2. 

d. Child day care center. 

e. Hotel/motel. 

f. Live/work unit; see section 4.2. 

g. Nursing care facility or hospice. 

h. Personal care home, 6 or less; see section 4.2. 

i. Personal care home, 7 or more; see section 4.2. 

j. Shelter for homeless persons, 7—20; see section 4.2. 

k. Transitional housing facilities, 7—20 persons; see section 4.2. 

3. Institutional/Public. 

a. Club, order or lodge, fraternal, non-commercial. 

 

Stonecrest, Georgia, Code of Ordinances Created: 2023-08-28 12:10:18 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 3) 

 
Page 1 of 5 
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b. Coliseum or stadium/not associated with church or school; see section 4.2. 

c. Colleges, universities, research and training facilities. 

d. Funeral home, mortuary. 

e. Government facilities. 

f. Library or museum. 

g. Places of worship; see section 4.2. 

h. School, private kindergarten, elementary, middle or high schools; see section 4.2. 

i. School, public kindergarten, elementary, middle or high schools. 

j. School, specialty; see section 4.2. 

k. School, vocational; see section 4.2. 

l. Swimming pools, commercial; see section 4.2. 

m. Tennis courts, swimming pools, play or recreation areas, community; see section 4.2. 

4. Commercial. 

a. Adult daycare center, 7 or more; see section 4.2. 

b. Adult daycare facility, up to 6; see section 4.2. 

c. Ambulance service or emergency medical services, private. 

d. Animal hospital, veterinary clinic; see section 4.2. 

e. Art gallery. 

f. Automobile brokerage; see section 4.2. 

g. Automobile or truck rental or leasing facilities; see section 4.2. 

h. Automobile or truck sales; see section 4.2. 

i. Automobile wash/was service; see section 4.2. 

j. Automobile repair, minor; see section 4.2. 

k. Banks, credit unions or other similar financial institutions. 

I. Barber shop/beauty salon or similar establishments. 

m. Brewpub/beer growler. 

n. Building or construction office; see section 4.2. 

o. Catering establishments. 

p. Check cashing establishment, accessory; see section 4.2. 

q. Child day care facility, up to 6; see section 4.2. 

r. Child day care center (kindergarten), 7 or more. 

s. Clinic, health services. 

t. Coin laundry. 

u. Commercial greenhouse or plant nursery; see section 4.2. 

 
Created: 2023-08-28 12:10:18 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 3) 
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v. Dog day care; see section 4.2. 

w. Dog grooming; see section 4.2. 

x. Drive-through facilities; see section 4.2. 

y. Dry cleaning agencies, pressing establishments or laundry pick-up stations. 

z. Farmer's market, permanent; see section 4.2. 

aa. Fitness center. 

bb. Kennel, commercial. 

cc. Kidney dialysis center. 

dd. Medical or dental laboratories. 

ee. Landscape business. 

ff. Mini-warehouse; see section 4.2. 

gg. Office, medical. 

hh. Office, professional. 

ii. Parking, commercial lot; see section 4.2. 

jj. Parking, commercial garage. 

kk. Personal services establishment. 

ll. Recreation, indoor. 

mm. Recreational vehicle, boat and trailer sales and service. 

nn. Restaurants (accessory to hotel/motel). 

oo. Restaurants (non drive-thru). 

pp. Retail, 5,000 sf or less (with the exception of small box discount stores). 

qq. Retail, over 5,000 sf (with the exception of small box discount stores, see also shopping 
center). 

rr. Retail warehouses/wholesales providing sales of merchandise with no outdoor storage. 

ss. Shopping center. 

tt. Special events facility. 

uu. Taxi stand. 

vv. Theaters with live performance, assembly or concert halls, or similar entertainment within 
enclosed building. 

ww. Trade shops. 

5. Communications—Utility. 

a. Essential services. 

b. Satellite television antenna; see section 4.2. 

6. Wireless Telecommunications. 

a. Attached wireless telecommunication facility; see section 4.2. 

 
Created: 2023-08-28 12:10:18 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 3) 
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b. Carrier on Wheels (declared emergency); see section 4.2. 

B. Special Administrative Uses. The following uses are permitted only with administrative approval: 

1. Agricultural. 

a. Urban, community garden, over 5 acres. 

2. Institutional/Public. 

a. School, vocational; see section 4.2. 

3. Commercial. 

a. Farmer's market, temporary/seasonal; see section 4.2. 

b. Temporary outdoor retail sales; see section 4.2. 

c. Temporary outdoor sales; seasonal; see section 4.2. 

d. Temporary outdoor sales or events, seasonal; see section 4.2. 

e. Temporary produce stand; see section 4.2. 

f. Temporary trailer, as home sales office or construction trailer; see section 4.2. 

4. Wireless Telecommunications. 

a. Carrier on wheels (non-emergency or event, no more than 120 days); see section 4.2. 

b. New support structure from 50 feet up to 199 feet; see section 4.2. 

c. Small cell installations (new support structures or collocation) on private property or ROW; 
see section 4.2. 

C. Special Land Use Permit. The following uses are permitted only with a special land use permit: 

1. Residential. 

a. Hotel/motel, extended stay; see section 4.2. 

b. Shelter for homeless persons for no more than 6 persons; see section 4.2. 

2. Institutional/Public. 

a. Cultural facilities. 

3. Commercial. 

a. Alcohol outlet—beer and/or wine store, beer growler, primary; see section 4.2. 

b. Alcohol outlet—beer and wine, accessory to retail less than 12,000 sf; see section 4.2. 

c. Alcohol outlet—package store, primary; see section 4.2. 

d. Automobile service stations; see section 4.2. 

e. Bus or rail stations or terminals for passengers. 

f. Crematoriums; see section 4.2. 

g. Fuel pumps; see section 4.2. 

h. Heliport; see section 4.2. 

i. Liquor store (see alcohol outlet); see section 4.2. 
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j. Nightclub or late night establishment; see section 4.2. 

k. Restaurants with a drive-thru configuration; see section 4.2. 

D. Permitted Accessory. The following uses are permitted as accessory only to a principal use: 

1. Residential. 

a. Accessory uses or structures. 

b. Dormitory. 

2. Commercial. 

a. Fuel pumps, accessory to large scale retail within 1,000 feet of interstate highway 
interchange measured from ROW to property line; see section 4.2. 

b. Kennel, breeding. 

3. Industrial. 

a. Recycling collection. 

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.2); Ord. No. 2022-06-01 , § 2(Exh. A), 8-2-2022) 

 

Sec. 2.26.3. Dimensional requirements. 

Dimensional requirements for the C-1 (Local Commercial) District shall be as provided in Table 2.24, 
Nonresidential Zoning Districts Dimensional Requirements. 

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.3)) 

 

Sec. 2.26.4. Site and building design standards. 

Site and building design standards and regulations to be applied in this zoning district shall be as provided in 
article 5 of this chapter, site design and building form standards. 

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.4)) 
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Attachment(s): Community Planning Information Meeting (CPIM) Summary Minutes 
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 CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  
 

Community Planning Information Meeting (CPIM) 

Summary Minutes 

May 9, 2024, at 6:00 P.M. 

Planning-zoning@stonecrestga.gov 

*IN-PERSON MEETING 

Stonecrest's YouTube Broadcast Link 

 

Citizens wishing to actively participate and comment during the public hearing portion of the meeting may 

comment in person. You may also submit your request including your full name, address, and position on 

the agenda item you are commenting on (for or against) via email to Planning-zoning@stonecrestga.gov by 2 

p.m. the day before the meeting, May 8, 2024, to be read into the record at the meeting. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS: Cobi Brown, Planning Administrative Technician, 

Director of Planning and Zoning Shawanna Qawiy, Deputy Director Ellis Still, and Planner Fellisha 

Blair were in attendance. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

II. REVIEW OF THE PURPOSE AND INTENT OF THE COMMUNITY PLANNING 

INFORMATION MEETING AND RULES OF CONDUCT 

A review was given by staff. 

III. Item(s) of Discussion: 

 

PETITION: Draft -City of Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 5-Year Update 

PETITIONER: City of Stonecrest/SIZEMORE Group 

LOCATION: City-Wide 

REQUEST: Public Hearing: Review of the draft City of Stonecrest 

Comprehensive Plan 5-Year Update. 

 

Director Shawanna Qawiy informed the attendees that the Draft City of Stonecrest Comprehensive 5 -Year 

Plan updated is available for review. 

 

Dave Marcus a resident made comments on the Plan and referenced density, the future land use map 

updates, cost estimates of the work program projects and the general fund, the establishment of a city 

police/public safety department, patrol officers, better response time from DeKalb County police, the 

historical elements and beaches. 
 

 

 

 

 

1 I P a g e  

88

Item VIII. d.

mailto:Planning-zoning@stonecrestga.gov
mailto:Planning-zoning@stonecrestga.gov


CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 

Larry Kaiser representing the Stonecrest Industrial Council referenced Roger Lake and Maddox 

Road not listed on the roadway functional classification map. Roger Lake and Maddox Road listed as 

light Industrial and not heavy industrial. 

 

CASE Nos. RZ 23-011/ RZ 23-012/ RZ 23-014 

PETITIONER: KEMP WHITE AND ASSOCIATES, INC. D/B/A ADVANCED BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 

RZ- 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road, Stonecrest, GA 

The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the parcel from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local 

Commercial) for a commercial business development 

 

RZ- 23-012 3893 Panola Road, Stonecrest, GA 

The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the parcel from R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local 

Commercial) for commercial business development. 

 

RZ - 23-014 3893 Panola Road, Stonecrest, GA 

The applicant is seeking a future land use map amendment to change the land use of the parcel from SUB (Suburban 

Neighborhood) to NC (Neighborhood Center) for a commercial business development 

. 

The applicant(s) presented all cases under one presentation. 

Ihsan Sharif, the applicant spoke. He stated that the proposal is a comprehensive development that will be used to 

increase property values by improving the diminishing area. The (development) team representative stated that he and his 

team have had several meetings with the community where they solicited a list of what the locals support and did not 

support. They will partner with BREEAM for this project to incorporate sustainable. 

Herman Howard, the architect, spoke. His goal is to make sure the site is a quality-built development focused 

on working, shopping, and playing. Parking will be provided for 300 cars with the decks being covered with 

garden walls. They also wanted to make sure that access was provided from Browns Mill and Panola Rd. The 

type of materials ample open space is priority. 

Franklin Kemp, the CEO of Advanced Business Solutions spoke. He stated that his team has been working on this 

project for four (4) years and during those years met with the community for input. He stated that the community's 

priorities are to gain a financial institution, public safety in the area, upscale restaurants, urgent care facility, business 

center, offices, parking deck, and a Sky Zone. He explained their solution for traffic concerns with proposed GDOT 

improvements. 

 

 

The following attendees made comments, questions, and/or stated their concerns. 

 

Julie Taylor Cobb, a resident, spoke. She stated that her property value has increased since she bought her 

home. She liked the idea of the proposal and said that potential traffic issues have been addressed. 

She gave ideas for the open space and asked about how businesses will be sustained. 

 

Bola Tolesa a resident, spoke. She asked about funding for the development and maintaining the longevity of 

the commercial businesses. She also asked about soil testing to determine the amount of buildable land that is 

available. She also inquired about the percentage makeup of the proposed uses, sidewalks, overlay districts, 

and the projected timeline for the development. 
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CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

Anita Aaron, a resident, came to speak. She wanted to address lighting and security. She also stated that the property 

values have increased in the area and asked about the type of businesses that will come. Traffic is a concern. 

Dave Marcus, a resident asked if the developer would accept zoning conditions one including that the land will not be 

cleared until they have received commitments from businesses that will satisfy the community. He also asked about the 

effect potential competitors would have on these proposed developments. 

 

Renee Kale, a resident asked about the push for the cleanliness of the area and waste management. 

 

Director Qawiy assisted with facilitating the comments, questions and concerns from the public at this time. 

 

Franklin Kemp the CEO of Advanced Business Solutions responded to the comments, questions, and concerns. He 

stated that they have a partnership with Foris for financing and they expect Phase one (1) to be completed in 18 months. 

The proposed office spaces will be for medical facilities, retail and dining. Questions about crime, sidewalks, 

topography, traffic studies, sustaining businesses, and zoning conditions were addressed. The property owners stated that 

they do not plan to sell the 140,000 square feet upscale development once completed. 

I. ADJOURNMENT The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

 

The City of Stonecrest does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its programs, services, activities, and employment 

practices. 

If you need auxiliary aids and services for effective communication (such as a sign language interpreter, an assistive listening 

device or print material in digital format) or reasonable modification to programs, services or activities contact the ADA 

Coordinator, Sonya Isom, as soon as possible, preferably 2 days before the activity or event. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Cobi Brown 

 

APPROVED: 

Shawanna Qawiy May 16, 2024 
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

DIRECTOR, PLANNING & ZONING DATE 

 

ATTEST: 

May 20, 2024 

BBBBBB BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
SECRETARY DATE 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmp1764  - Page 1 of 1 
  

SUBJECT: RZ 23-014 3893 Panola Road   
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☒ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☐ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☒ ORDINANCE ☐ RESOLUTION  ☐ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  Click or tap to enter a date. & Click or tap to enter a date. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director  
 

PRESENTER: Shawanna Qawiy, Planning & Zoning Director     
 

PURPOSE: A future land use map amendment request. 

 

FACTS: The applicant is seeking a future land use map amendment to change the land use of the property 

located at 3893 Panola Road from Suburban Neighborhood (SUB) to Neighborhood Center (NC) for a 

commercial business development. 

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Choose an item. Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

(1) Attachment 1 -  Ordinance   

(2) Attachment 2 -  Rezoning Analysis  

(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(5) Attachment 5 -  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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STATE OF GEORGIA  

CITY OF STONECREST      

ORDINANCE NO. ____-____________ 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

STONECREST, GEORGIA TO APPROVE A FUTURE LAND USE MAP AMENDMENT 

TO CHANGE THE LAND USE OF 3893 PANOLA ROAD (PARCEL ID 16 019 01 010) 

FROM SUB (SUBURBAN NEIGHBORHOOD) TO NC (NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER) 

FOR COMMERCIAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT; TO PROVIDE SEVERABILITY; TO 

PROVIDE FOR REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN 

ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL 

PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the City of Stonecrest (“City”) is the Mayor and City 

Council thereof; and 

WHEREAS, Article IX, Section II, Paragraph IV of the 1983 Constitution of the State of 

Georgia authorizes the City to adopt plans and exercise the power of zoning; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City is authorized by O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3 to 

adopt ordinances relating to its property, affairs, and local government; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to amend the City’s future land use map 

to change the land use of 3893 Panola Road (Parcel ID 16 019 01 010) from SUB (Suburban 

Neighborhood) to NC (Neighborhood Center) for Commercial Business Development; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sec. Sec. 7.3.4.  of the City’s Zoning Code proposed 

amendments to the comprehensive plan map shall require an application and public hearings 

before the planning commission and the Mayor and City Council; and  
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WHEREAS, from time-to-time amendments may be proposed for public necessity, 

general welfare, or sound zoning practice that justify such action; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Department recommends conditional approval of a 

future land use map amendment located at 3893 Panola Road; and 

WHEREAS, the matter was heard in the City’s Community Planning Information Meeting 

pursuant to the provisions of the City’s Zoning Procedures Law; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing and recommendation pursuant to the provisions of the City’s 

Zoning Procedures Law has been provided by the Planning Commission; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing pursuant to the provisions of Georgia’s Zoning Procedures 

Law has been properly held by the City Council prior to the adoption of this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the city will be positively 

impacted by the adoption of this Ordinance.  

BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA, and by the authority thereof: 

Section 1.  That the future land use map amendment be amended to change the land use of 

3893 Panola Road (Parcel ID 16 019 01 010) from SUB (Suburban Neighborhood) to NC 

(Neighborhood Center) for Commercial Business Development or as described on the zoning maps 

and associated site plan attached as Exhibit A.  

Section 2. That the rezoning will be approved with the following conditions.  

1.            Approval of the rezoning request and official zoning map amendment from R-

100 (Residential Medium Lot) to C-1 (Local Commercial.) 

93

Item VIII. f.



2.            Project shall conform to the conceptual site plan submitted with cases RZ-23-

011and RZ 23-012 and comply with all Local Commercial (C-1) zoning and development 

standards. 

3.            Any deviations from the approved conceptual site plan to final plan approval shall 

be resubmitted to the Planning and Zoning Department for review and final approval by City 

Council. 

4.            Applicant/developer shall submit and follow all requirements for lot combination 

5.            Applicant/developer must submit approval of any/all roadway improvements 

from the Georgia Department of Transportation. 

6.            Applicant/developer shall provide a 5FT sidewalk for the entire parcel frontage 

of the proposed development. 

7.            Applicant/developer shall submit a Land Disturbance Permit (LDP) for approval 

prior to any groundwork. 

8.            The proposed development shall include the following: Interactive greenspace 

amenities. 

A minimum of one (1) rooftop dining area. 

Adequate lighting throughout development per an approved lighting plan. 

An adequate waste management plan to ensure consistent cleanliness of the development 

as approved by staff. 

9.            The list of prohibited uses shall include; Package/Liquor store or similar use(s). 

Smoke shops or similar. 

Convenience stores with fuel pumps/alcohol sales or similar use(s). 
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10. Planning Commission 7/2/24 : Approval with staff recommendations with an additional 

condition to create an advisory board.  

Section 3. The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein.  

Section 4.  (a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all 

sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their 

enactment, believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is 

severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. It is 

hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually 

dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.  

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional, or otherwise unenforceable 

by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of 

the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable any 

of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or section of the Ordinance and that, to 

the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 

sections of the Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force and 

effect.  
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Section 5. The City Clerk, with the concurrence of the City Attorney, is authorized to 

correct any scrivener’s errors found in this Ordinance, including its exhibits, as enacted. 

Section 6. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby  

expressly repealed.  

Section 7. The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the  

State of Georgia and the City of Stonecrest.  

Section 8. It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the 

provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of  

Stonecrest, Georgia.  

 

ORDAINED this _________ day of _________________, 2024.  

 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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        CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Jazzmin Cobble, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 
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Petition Number:

Applicant: 

Property Owner:

Project Location:

District: 

Acreage:

Existing Zoning:

Overlay: 

Future Land Use: 

Proposed Future Land Use:

Proposed Development/Request:

CPIM:

Planning Commission:

Mayor & City Council:

 ANALYSIS

RZ 23-014 

Ihsan Sharif D/B/A Advance Business Solutions 
Kemp White and Associates, Inc. 

Panola Road Group Holdings, LLC 
1420 Peachtree Street, Suite 100  
Atlanta, GA 30309 

3893 Panola Road (Parcel ID 16 019 01 010)

4 – Councilman George Turner, Jr

+/- 5.95 acres 

R-100 (Residential Medium Lot) District

N/A 

Suburban Neighborhood (SN)

Neighborhood Center (NC)

The applicant is seeking a future land use map amendment to change the
land use of the parcel from SUB (Suburban Neighborhood) to NC 
(Neighborhood Center) for commercial business development. 

May 9, 2024

June 4, 2024

June 2 , 2024

Sign Posted/ Legal Ad(s) submitted: April 23, 2024

Staff Recommendations:

Planning Commission:

Approval  

July 2, 2024- Approval with staff conditions with an additional

condition.
additional condition RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 1

Approval

July 2, 2024- Approval with staff conditions with an additional

condition.
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Location 

The subject property is located at 3893 Panola Road, 
Stonecrest, GA 30058. The property currently has one (1) 
access point on Panola Road. Panola Road is classified as
a major arterial road and is maintained by Dekalb 
County.

The property abuts 
to the north and

to the west .

Adjacent & 
Surrounding 

Properties

Future Land 
Use

Proposed 
Future Land Use

Adjacent: North Neighborhood
Center

Neighborhood
Center

Adjacent: West Suburban
Neighborhood

Suburban
Neighborhood

Adjacent: East
Neighborhood

Center & Suburban 
Neighborhood

Adjacent: South Suburban
Neighborhood

Suburban
Neighborhood

The subject property

The property is undeveloped land and heavily wooded 
with no display of any floodway nor floodplain on the
subject property. Proposed development of the site 
envisions combining three parcels into a unified zoning 
category. The revised plan includes six (6) proposed
buildings, featuring High-End Restaurants, a Medical 
Facility, Financial Institution, Business Center, a Sport’s
Shop, in addition to alternative uses. According to the
applicant, the development will showcase a 
comprehensive approach, incorporating a mix of
amenities and services. The central feature is a high-end, 
environmentally conscious development that adheres to 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Net Zero energy 
model.

Traffic and Environmental Assessment

The applicant submitted a traffic study and an 
environmental assessment that’s included in the
application packet.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 2

Location

The subject property is located at 3893 Panola Road,
Stonecrest, GA 30058. The property currently has one (1)
access point on Panola Road. Panola Road is classified as
a major arterial road and is maintained by Dekalb
County.

The property abutsp p
to the north and

.to the westt

Adjacent & ProposedFuture Land
Surrounding Future Land UseUse

Properties
Neighborhood NeighborhoodAdjacent: North Center Center

Suburban SuburbanAdjacent: West Neighborhood Neighborhood
Neighborhood

Center & SuburbanAdjacent: East
Neighborhood

Suburban SuburbanAdjacent: South Neighborhood Neighborhood

The subject property

The property is undeveloped land and heavily wooded
with no display of any floodway nor floodplain on the
subject property. Proposed development of the site
envisions combining three parcels into a unified zoning
category. The revised plan includes six (6) proposed
buildings, featuring High-End Restaurants, a Medical
Facility, Financial Institution, Business Center, a Sport’s
Shop, in addition to alternative uses. According to the
applicant, the development will showcase a 
comprehensive approach, incorporating a mix of
amenities and services. The central feature is a high-end,
environmentally conscious development that adheres to
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Net Zero energy
model.

Traffic and Environmental Assessment

The applicant

-

PROJECT OVERVIEW

t submitted a traffic study and an tt
environmental assessment that’s included in the
application packet.
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Public Participation 
Property owners within 1,000 feet of the subject property were mailed notices of the proposed rezoning in April. The 
Community Planning Information Meeting (CPIM) was held on May 9, 2024, at 6:00 pm at city hall. There were 
numerous residents that spoke in support. Those who spoke in support were in favor of the proposed development, 
however, had additional questions and comments. The questions and comments include funding, timeline, percentage of 
each proposed use, buildable land, sidewalk/infrastructure update, and amenities.

Proposed Site Plan

RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 5
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Aerial Map

RZ 23-014
ADDRESS: 3893 Browns Mill Road

CURRENT FUTURE LAND USE: Suburban Neighborhood (SN)

OVERLAY: N/A

PROPOSED FUTURE LAND USE: Neighborhood Center (NC)

RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 6
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Legend

Current Future Land Use Map 

Proposed Future Land Use Map

RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 7
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Future Land Use Map

Enlarged

RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 8
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STANDARDS OF REZONING REVIEW

Section 7.3.4 of the Stonecrest Zoning Ordinance list seven factors to be considered in a technical review of a zoning case 
completed by the Community Development Department and Planning Commission. Each element is listed with staff 
analysis.

Whether the proposed land use change will permit uses that are suitable in consideration of the use and
development of adjacent and nearby property or properties.
The land use change is suitable  proposed uses and existing nearby uses land to the north carries the
identical future land use requested (NC).  The land use change does not create an adverse impact for
land use categories in the area.

Whether the proposed land use change will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or
nearby property or properties.
The land use change permit development of uses carries a minor degree of intensity.  Though the
intensity is present effect of ompatibility , as there are requirements established for
zoning districts transition. Transitional buffers and transitional height requirements diminish  the mildly adverse
impact between zoning classifications that allows effective coexistence.

The vacant parcels abutting the subject site to its south boundary line have existing street frontage for access, and
opportunity for development in accordance with applicable zoning requirements on the land. The existing lots
nearby developed with legally permitted uses may continue their use and any proposed improvements in
accordance with the applicable zoning regulations.
.
Whether the proposed land use change will result in uses which will or could cause excessive or burdensome
use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools.
A traffic study was completed for vehicular flow frequency. The traffic study indicates there could be a moderate
impact from the land use change the proposed improvements of the existing roadwa .
Communication with Dekalb County for management of the infrastructure is in discussion. The proposed land use
change has no impact on the existing school system.

Whether the amendment is consistent with the written policies in the comprehensive plan text and any
applicable small areas studies.
The Neighborhood Center lists “Entertainment and Cultural Facilities” as a Primary Land Use.  The proposed
development would be such a use.  The NC Development Policies include Pedestrian Scale Development, Mised
Use Development, Transitional Buffers, Streetscaping, Pocket Parks, Parking (building dear the roadway),
Healthy Neighborhoods, VMT (vehicle miles traveled) and Preferred Uses. These policies would be incorporated
into in the proposed development.

Whether there are potential impacts on property or properties in an adjoining governmental jurisdiction,
in cases of proposed changes near municipal boundary lines.

RZ-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 9
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There are no known impacts on property or properties in an adjoining governmental jurisdiction. The proposed 
development could provide additional services such as restaurants, entertainment, retail, and more given its 
proximity to the jurisdiction of Dekalb, Rockdale, and Henry Counties. 

F. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the affected
land areas which support either approval or denial of the proposed land use change.

Currently, there are no active land development construction projects, and no additional discussion with the 
Planning & Zoning Department for this area.

G. Whether there will be an impact on historic buildings, sites, districts, or archaeological resources resulting
from the proposed change.

There are no known historic buildings, sites, districts, or archaeological resources near or on the subject site that
would be affected.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommend APPROVAL of the rezoning request. 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION – June 4, 2024

July 2, 2024- Approval with staff conditions with and additional condition to create an advisory board.

Z-23-014 3893 Panola Rd 10
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Attachment(s): RZ 23-01 Application Materials
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LETTER OF INTENT

APPLICATION FOR REZONING CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA

Kemp White and Associates, Inc. dba Advanced Business Solutions (the “Applicant”)
hereby submits a request for the Rezoning of properties 3893 Panola Rd (Parcel
Identi cation Number 16 019 01 010), and 5137 Browns Mill Rd (Parcel Identi cation
Number 16 020 03 006). This request seeks to change the zoning from R100 and R100 to
C1, with the intention of modifying the zoning conditions to allow for a Commercial
Development.

The current status of the properties comprises vacant lots, predominantly zoned for
residential use. The proposed project envisions combining these parcels into a uni ed
development. The revised plan includes six (6) proposed buildings, featuring High-End
Restaurants, a Medical Facility, Financial Institution, Business Center, and a Sports
Shop, in addition to alternative uses. Please refer to the attached renderings for
comprehensive details. Pedestrian and vehicular access will be facilitated from the
north and west sides of the properties, with sidewalks seamlessly connecting to
storefronts and a recreational park situated at the heart of the development.

Renamed as The Kemps at Stonecrest, the development will showcase a comprehensive
approach, incorporating a mix of amenities and services. The central feature is a
high-end, environmentally conscious development that adheres to the U.S. Department
of Energy’s Net Zero energy model. This approach aligns with the BREEAMmethod
for construction, ensuring an eco-friendly and sustainable system governs the entire
built environment.

Given these alterations and the alignment of the requested Rezoning with the
stipulations outlined in Section 2.19.1 of the City of Stonecrest Zoning Ordinance, as
detailed in the enclosed Zoning Impact Analysis, the Applicant respectfully urges the
City Manager and City Council of the City of Stonecrest to approve the Rezoning as
presented.

Sincerely,

Kemp White and Associates, Inc. dba Advanced Business Solutions

Ihsan Sharif
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RZ 23-011 5137 Browns Mill Road 16

Kemp White & Associates, inc.Kemp White & Associates, inc.
1420 Peachtree St. Suite 1001420 Peachtree St. Suite 100  Atlanta, GA Atlanta, GA  30309 30309

10/31/202310/31/2023

✔
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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- CODE OF ORDINANCES
Chapter 27 - ZONING ORDINANCE 

ARTICLE 2. - DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
DIVISION 26. C-1 (LOCAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT 

Stonecrest, Georgia, Code of Ordinances   Created: 2023-08-28 12:10:18 [EST]

(Supp. No. 3) 

Page 1 of 5 

DIVISION 26. C-1 (LOCAL COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT 

Sec. 2.26.1. Statement of purpose and intent. 

The purpose and intent of the City Council in establishing the C-1 (Local Commercial) District is as follows: 

A. To provide convenient local retail shopping and service areas within the city for all residents;

B. To provide for quality control in development through materials and building placement;

C. To ensure that the uses authorized within the C-1 (Local Commercial) District are those uses which are
designed to serve the convenience shopping and service needs of groups of neighborhoods;

D. To implement the future development map of the city's comprehensive plan.

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.1); Ord. No. 2021-06-03 , § 1(Exh. A, § X), 8-23-2021) 

Sec. 2.26.2. Permitted and special land uses. 

Permitted uses and uses requiring special land use permits shall be as provided below. In cases where a use 
is permitted, but there are supplemental use regulations for that use specified in article 4 of this chapter, such 
regulations shall also apply and must be complied with.  

A. Permitted Uses. The following uses are permitted as of right under this Code:

1. Agricultural Activities.

a. Urban Community Garden, up to 5 acres; see section 4.2.

2. Residential.

a. Bed and breakfast establishment; see section 4.2.

b. Child care facility, 6 or more.

c. Child care home, 5 or less; see section 4.2.

d. Child day care center.

e. Hotel/motel.

f. Live/work unit; see section 4.2.

g. Nursing care facility or hospice.

h. Personal care home, 6 or less; see section 4.2.

i. Personal care home, 7 or more; see section 4.2.

j. Shelter for homeless persons, 7—20; see section 4.2.

k. Transitional housing facilities, 7—20 persons; see section 4.2.

3. Institutional/Public.

a. Club, order or lodge, fraternal, non-commercial.
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Item VIII. f.



  Created: 2023-08-28 12:10:18 [EST]

(Supp. No. 3) 

Page 2 of 5 

b. Coliseum or stadium/not associated with church or school; see section 4.2.

c. Colleges, universities, research and training facilities.

d. Funeral home, mortuary.

e. Government facilities.

f. Library or museum.

g. Places of worship; see section 4.2.

h. School, private kindergarten, elementary, middle or high schools; see section 4.2.

i. School, public kindergarten, elementary, middle or high schools.

j. School, specialty; see section 4.2.

k. School, vocational; see section 4.2.

l. Swimming pools, commercial; see section 4.2.

m. Tennis courts, swimming pools, play or recreation areas, community; see section 4.2.

4. Commercial.

a. Adult daycare center, 7 or more; see section 4.2.

b. Adult daycare facility, up to 6; see section 4.2.

c. Ambulance service or emergency medical services, private.

d. Animal hospital, veterinary clinic; see section 4.2.

e. Art gallery.

f. Automobile brokerage; see section 4.2.

g. Automobile or truck rental or leasing facilities; see section 4.2.

h. Automobile or truck sales; see section 4.2.

i. Automobile wash/was service; see section 4.2.

j. Automobile repair, minor; see section 4.2.

k. Banks, credit unions or other similar financial institutions.

I. Barber shop/beauty salon or similar establishments.

m. Brewpub/beer growler.

n. Building or construction office; see section 4.2.

o. Catering establishments.

p. Check cashing establishment, accessory; see section 4.2.

q. Child day care facility, up to 6; see section 4.2.

r. Child day care center (kindergarten), 7 or more.

s. Clinic, health services.

t. Coin laundry.

u. Commercial greenhouse or plant nursery; see section 4.2.
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v. Dog day care; see section 4.2.

w. Dog grooming; see section 4.2.

x. Drive-through facilities; see section 4.2.

y. Dry cleaning agencies, pressing establishments or laundry pick-up stations.

z. Farmer's market, permanent; see section 4.2.

aa. Fitness center. 

bb. Kennel, commercial. 

cc. Kidney dialysis center.

dd. Medical or dental laboratories.

ee. Landscape business. 

ff. Mini-warehouse; see section 4.2. 

gg. Office, medical. 

hh. Office, professional. 

ii. Parking, commercial lot; see section 4.2.

jj. Parking, commercial garage. 

kk. Personal services establishment. 

ll. Recreation, indoor.

mm. Recreational vehicle, boat and trailer sales and service.

nn. Restaurants (accessory to hotel/motel). 

oo. Restaurants (non drive-thru). 

pp. Retail, 5,000 sf or less (with the exception of small box discount stores). 

qq. Retail, over 5,000 sf (with the exception of small box discount stores, see also shopping 
center).  

rr. Retail warehouses/wholesales providing sales of merchandise with no outdoor storage. 

ss. Shopping center. 

tt. Special events facility. 

uu. Taxi stand. 

vv. Theaters with live performance, assembly or concert halls, or similar entertainment within
enclosed building.

ww. Trade shops. 

5. Communications—Utility.

a. Essential services.

b. Satellite television antenna; see section 4.2.

6. Wireless Telecommunications.

a. Attached wireless telecommunication facility; see section 4.2.
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b. Carrier on Wheels (declared emergency); see section 4.2.

B. Special Administrative Uses. The following uses are permitted only with administrative approval:

1. Agricultural.

a. Urban, community garden, over 5 acres.

2. Institutional/Public.

a. School, vocational; see section 4.2.

3. Commercial.

a. Farmer's market, temporary/seasonal; see section 4.2.

b. Temporary outdoor retail sales; see section 4.2.

c. Temporary outdoor sales; seasonal; see section 4.2.

d. Temporary outdoor sales or events, seasonal; see section 4.2.

e. Temporary produce stand; see section 4.2.

f. Temporary trailer, as home sales office or construction trailer; see section 4.2.

4. Wireless Telecommunications.

a. Carrier on wheels (non-emergency or event, no more than 120 days); see section 4.2.

b. New support structure from 50 feet up to 199 feet; see section 4.2.

c. Small cell installations (new support structures or collocation) on private property or ROW;
see section 4.2.

C. Special Land Use Permit. The following uses are permitted only with a special land use permit:

1. Residential.

a. Hotel/motel, extended stay; see section 4.2.

b. Shelter for homeless persons for no more than 6 persons; see section 4.2.

2. Institutional/Public.

a. Cultural facilities.

3. Commercial.

a. Alcohol outlet—beer and/or wine store, beer growler, primary; see section 4.2.

b. Alcohol outlet—beer and wine, accessory to retail less than 12,000 sf; see section 4.2.

c. Alcohol outlet—package store, primary; see section 4.2.

d. Automobile service stations; see section 4.2.

e. Bus or rail stations or terminals for passengers.

f. Crematoriums; see section 4.2.

g. Fuel pumps; see section 4.2.

h. Heliport; see section 4.2.

i. Liquor store (see alcohol outlet); see section 4.2.
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j. Nightclub or late night establishment; see section 4.2.

k. Restaurants with a drive-thru configuration; see section 4.2.

D. Permitted Accessory. The following uses are permitted as accessory only to a principal use:

1. Residential.

a. Accessory uses or structures.

b. Dormitory.

2. Commercial.

a. Fuel pumps, accessory to large scale retail within 1,000 feet of interstate highway
interchange measured from ROW to property line; see section 4.2.

b. Kennel, breeding.

3. Industrial.

a. Recycling collection.

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.2); Ord. No. 2022-06-01 , § 2(Exh. A), 8-2-2022) 

Sec. 2.26.3. Dimensional requirements. 

Dimensional requirements for the C-1 (Local Commercial) District shall be as provided in Table 2.24, 
Nonresidential Zoning Districts Dimensional Requirements.  

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.3)) 

Sec. 2.26.4. Site and building design standards. 

Site and building design standards and regulations to be applied in this zoning district shall be as provided in 
article 5 of this chapter, site design and building form standards.  

(Ord. of 8-2-2017, § 1(2.26.4)) 
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MEETING MINUTES

Citizen Access: Stonecrest YouTube Live Channel

Citizens wishing to make a comment during the public hearing portion of the meeting can do so 
by attending the hearing in-person or submitting their comment(s) to Planning and Zoning Staff 
via email Planning-Zoning@stonecrestga.gov on the day of hearing, no later than 2:00 PM, to be 
read into the record at the hearing.  
When it is your turn to speak, please place your comment card on the podium, state your name, 
address, and relationship to the case. There is a ten (10) minutes time limit for each item per side 
during all public hearings. Only the applicant may reserve time for rebuttal.  

I. Call to Order
Chairperson Eric Hubbard (District 3) called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

II. Roll Call
Chairperson Eric Hubbard (District 3) called the roll. Vice Chairperson Erica Williams
(District 1), Commissioner Joyce Walker (District 2), and Commissioner Lemuel Hawkins
(District 5) were all present. Commissioner Pearl Hollis (District 4) was absent.

Planning/Zoning Director Shawanna Qawiy, Deputy Director Ellis Still, Planner Fellisha
Blair, Zoning Administrative Technician Abeykoon Abeykoon, and Planning Administrative
Technician Cobi Brown were in attendance in person. City Attorney Alicia Thompson
attended the meeting virtually.

III. Approval of the Agenda
Chairperson Hubbard made a motion to APPROVE the agenda for July 2, 2024. The
motion was seconded by Vice Chairperson Willaims. APPROVED by a unanimous vote
4-0-0

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes: Planning Commission meeting minutes dated June 4, 2024.
Chairperson Hubbard made a motion to APPROVE the meeting minutes dated June 4,
2024. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairperson Willaims. APPROVED by a
unanimous vote. 4-0-0

V. Announcement: None

VI. Old Business:

1. CASE #: RZ 23-011 

APPLICANT:        Kemp White and Associates, Inc. D/B/A Advanced Business Solutions 

As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Stonecrest will assist citizens with special needs given notice (7 working 
days) to participate in any open meetings of the City of Stonecrest. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office via telephone (770-224-0200).

130

Item VIII. f.



PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Stonecrest City Hall - 6:00 PM *In-Person Meeting

July 2, 2024 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA                                                               07-02-2024| Page 2 of 5

LOCATION:          5137 Browns Mill Road, Stonecrest, GA 

The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the parcel from Residential Medium 
Lot (R-100) to Local Commercial (C-1) for a commercial business development. Staff 
recommended conditional approval.  

2. CASE #: RZ 23-012 

APPLICANT:       Kemp White and Associates, Inc. D/B/A Advanced Business Solutions 

LOCATION:         3893 Panola Road, Stonecrest, GA 

The applicant is seeking a rezoning and map amendment of the parcel from Residential     
Medium Lot (R-100) to Local Commercial (C-1) for commercial business development. 

3. CASE #: RZ 23-014 

APPLICANT:       Kemp White and Associates, Inc. D/B/A Advanced Business Solutions 

LOCATION:         3893 Panola Road, Stonecrest, GA 

The applicant is seeking a future land use map amendment to change the land use of the parcel 
from Suburban Neighborhood (SUB) to Neighborhood Center (NC) for a commercial  
business development. 

Director Qawiy gave an overview of the cases being heard. 

Chairperson Hubbard called for a motion to open the public hearing. The motion passed 4-0-0.

Ishan Shariff with Kemp White and Associates, Inc., the applicant came to speak. He stated that 
his team has completed the task assigned by the commission members and that the development 
will bring businesses that are not in the area currently.  
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He also stated that their project is a direct reflection of what the community has asked for in the
hosted community meetings. The goal is for residents to not have to travel out of their neighborhood 
for necessities and entertainment. 

Frank Kemp CEO of Advance Business Solutions came to speak. He stated that the development 
will be “net” positive where more energy is generated than used through solar production. 

Joe Tipdoe a resident came to speak. He stated that many believed that development would be 
brought to the city as more people moved in. There are enough subdivisions and there should be 
places where money and time can be spent.

Ashley Scott, a resident, came to speak. She stated that she has collaborated with the developer 
personally for a project in Toombsboro, a town in Wilkinson County and that Mr. White will bring 
what the community is looking for.  

There were many to speak in opposition. 

Dave Marcus, a resident, came to speak. He stated that if the applicant does not deliver what is 
promised the location may be a place for businesses that the citizens are not interested in. He asked 
for leases from proposed companies to be present, but if not, the development should be rejected.

Melvin Williams a resident wants his community to remain as it is. He also stated his concerns
about traffic.

Valencia Miller, a resident stated that accurate information has not been provided and that proposed 
high-end tenants have not been relayed to the community. The current community needs to be 
maintained before a new development is brought in.  

Angela Genus, a resident stated that the project will impact those who live in that area. She wants 
to know specifically what business will and will not be allowed as tenants. The need for a sound 
barrier was also mentioned. 

Micheal McQueen a resident came to speak. He stated his concern about commitments, project 
timelines, and traffic. 

Frank Kemp came back to speak. He stated that he sent a list of items to the Planning Commission 
for review. He stated that the Department of Transportation will be conducting work on the roads 
near the development. His project will also include sidewalks for the community. He also listed 
some of the businesses that they are proposing for the development.  

Mr. Kemp also mentioned the creation of a community advisory board to receive input and
suggestions for businesses the citizens would like to see in their community.

With no additional comments the public hearing was closed. 

Commissioner Walker asked who the target audience would be for the development and if there 
would be walkable areas.
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Chairperson Hubbard answered that the development is for the surrounding neighborhoods but 
will also cater to those who live outside the area. He also ensured that the commissioners received 
the documents and information asked for of the applicants during the last meeting. 

Vice Chairperson Williams asked about the high-end restaurants and commitments. She also stated 
her concerns about the traffic. 

Commissioner Hawkins praised the applicant's submitted site plan and renderings but relayed that 
there have been many promised developments that were not fulfilled which have had an effect on 
the trust of the community. He also stated that the city has to make certain advances to move 
forward and grow.  

Chairperson Hubbard mentioned that the applicant has agreed to the conditions set by Staff and 
supplied the information requested by the Planning Commissioners, including a traffic report. The 
information included the businesses that will not be brought into the community. The applicants are 
willing to collaborate with the community to make the development a reality.  

Commissioner Hawkins made a motion to recommend APPROVAL of rezoning cases RZ23 -011, 
RZ23-012 from R-100 to C-1 and APPROVAL of application RZ23-014 for a land use 
amendment from SUB to NC with the conditions as listed by Staff. The Planning Commission 
added an additional condition to create a community advisory board to receive input and 
suggestions for businesses the citizens would like to see in (the)ir community.  

APPROVED with a vote of 3-0-1 with Vice Chairperson Williams abstaining.

VII. New Business: None

VIII. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Cobi Brown 

APPROVED:

_______________________________________________________________________________

CHAIRPERSON             
Date:  

ATTEST:

_______________________________________________________________________________

SECRETARY
Date
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SUBJECT: Adoption of Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☐ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☒ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ ORDINANCE ☒ RESOLUTION  ☐ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  11/13/23 & Click or tap to enter a date. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Hari Karikaran, PE, City Engineer  
 

PRESENTER: Hari Karikaran, PE, City Engineer    
 

PURPOSE: Adopt Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan 

 

FACTS: City of Stonecrest Council engaged a Consultant to complete a Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan 

in Spring 2023.  Consultant has completed the Study and provided the Final Report.  Consultant made a 

Work Session Presentation to the Council on November 13, 2023.  A formal adoption of the Bicycle, 

Pedestrian & Trail is required for Gant application and funding purposes of the recommended projects. 

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer    N/A 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve    Adopt the City of Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

(1) Attachment 1 -  Final Report 

(2) Attachment 2 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
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vi

THE GOAL OF THE PLAN IS TO PROVIDE 
THE CITY - AND ITS RESIDENTS - WITH 
A SAFE, CONNECTED, AND INTEGRATED 
NETWORK OF PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE, 
AND MULTIPURPOSE TRAIL FACILITIES
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Spring 2023
March - May

Summer 2023
June - August

Fall 2023
September -November

Winter 2023
December - February 

Task 1: Existing Conditions Inventory, Policies, 
and Plans Review 

Task 2: System Appraisal and Evaluation

Task 3: Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trail Network 
Development

Task 4: Public Outreach and Involvement

Task 5: Recommendations and Implementation 
Plan 

Figure 1. Project Schedule

PLAN OVERVIEW
The City of Stonecrest’s Bicycle, Pedestrian & 
Trail Plan provides a comprehensive look at 
existing walking and bicycling opportunities 
within the City and develops projects, policies, 
strategies, and mechanisms to develop a 
robust and integrated sidewalk, bicycle, and 
trail network across the City. 

The goal of the Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan 
is to provide the City - and its residents - with 
a safe, connected, and integrated network 
of pedestrian, bicycle, and multipurpose 
trail facilities. This network will serve both 
destinations within the City and connect to a 
regional network in DeKalb County and beyond. 

The project team accomplished this through 
a comprehensive system appraisal and 
evaluation process that considers desktop 
analysis, field observations, and plan and 
policy review to determine suitability, safety, 
and feasibility for the addition of pedestrian, 
bicycle, and trail facilities. The result is a plan 
that builds upon the foundation laid by the 
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan that 
was adopted in August 2020.

PLANNING PROCESS
The City of Stonecrest issued a request for 
proposals in October 2022 to seek a consultant 
to develop the Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail 
Plan. After a thorough evaluation, the City 
eventually selected Gresham Smith to develop 
the plan, and the contract was approved by 
Stonecrest City Council on December 27, 2022. 

The planning process shown in Figure 1 was 
split into five tasks beginning with an existing 
conditions analysis followed by system 
appraisal and network development. The 
process culminated with an implementation 
plan consisting of a combination of on-street 
and off-street facilities. Public involvement 
was ongoing throughout the course of 
the planning process and included several 
in-person events such as pop-up displays and 
multiple public open houses to engage the 
broader community. The team also developed 
an online survey to understand desired facility 
types and to inform project prioritization.

142

Item XIII. a.



2
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Figure 2. City of Stonecrest Existing Multimodal Network
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LOCATION AND CONTEXT
The City of Stonecrest is located in 
southeastern DeKalb County and was 
incorporated as a City in 2017. It is currently 
the largest incorporated City within DeKalb 
County. The City is bounded by portions of 
unincorporated DeKalb, Henry, and Rockdale 
Counties along with the City of Lithonia. 

Major routes which serve the City include 
Interstate 20 along with four state routes 
- Browns Mill Road (SR 212), Covington 
Highway (US 278/SR 12), Snapfinger Road (SR 
155), and Turner Hill Road/Rock Chapel Road 
(SR 124) beginning north of I-20. Arterials 
and collectors that provide north-south 
connectivity include Panola Road, Evans 
Mill Road, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, and 
Klondike Road while east-west connectivity is 
provided by Snapfinger Woods Drive, Marbut 
Road, Hillandale Drive, Fairington Road, Rock 
Springs Road, Salem Road, Rockland Road, and 
Mall Parkway.

Much of the City has auto-centric suburban 
development patterns given its position 
approximately 25 miles southeast of 
downtown Atlanta. Major attractions within 
the City include the Mall at Stonecrest, Arabia 
Mountain National Heritage Area, Davidson-
Arabia Nature Preserve, Southeast Athletic 
Complex, and Browns Mill Recreation Center. 
The City is also home to numerous industrial 
and manufacturing sector employers, 
particularly north of I-20.

As shown in Figure 2, Stonecrest is home 
to a robust trail network anchored by the 
Arabia Mountain and South River PATH 
Trail networks; however, non-vehicular 
connectivity to these facilities is lacking. 
Sidewalk connectivity is also sparse with many 
privately owned subdivisions having excellent 
connectivity within them but not necessarily 
to each other. Existing sidewalks on collectors 
and arterials such as Covington Highway (US 
278/SR 12) have numerous gaps which hinders 
walking opportunities to destinations such 
as employment centers, transit stops, and 
recreational facilities.

Report Overview

The City of Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian 
& Trail Plan consists of eight chapters 
detailing the planning process to develop the 
recommended walking and bicycling network:

1. Introduction: This chapter provides an 
overview of the Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail 
Plan and the City’s locational context.

2. Previous Plans & Studies: This chapter 
includes a review of relevant city, county, 
and regional plans and studies.

3. Existing Conditions & Propensity: This 
chapter details demographics, land use, 
existing infrastructure, and forecasted 
population and employment growth to 
understand existing and future demand 
for walking and bicycling.

4. Facility Types & Best Practices: This 
chapter provides an overview of different 
walking and bicycling facilities and best 
practices from federal, state, and regional 
agencies on design and implementation.

5. Public Outreach & Engagement: This 
chapter discusses in-person and virtual 
public engagement mechanisms and key 
outcomes and feedback received.

6. Network Development, Prioritization & 
Funding: This chapter identifies ten target 
corridors across the City for walking and 
bicycling facilities, field observations, and 
challenges and opportunities along each 
corridor. It also presents the prioritization 
framework used to assign projects to tiers 
and identifies federal, state, and local 
funding opportunities. 

7. Implementation Plan: This chapter 
presents the Sidewalk and Bicycle & 
Trail Master Plans and the short-term, 
mid-term, and long-term projects to 
implement them. A series of policies 
and strategies for the City to consider as 
implementation occurs is also included.
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4

THE PROJECT TEAM REVIEWED PLANS 
AND STUDIES ACROSS THE ATLANTA 
REGION, DEKALB COUNTY, AND 
STONECREST TO UNDERSTAND WHERE 
SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS ARE PLANNED
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Chapter 2: Previous 
Plan & Study Review

Pedestrian Crossing Signage and Desire Path Along Covington Highway West of Scarbrough Drive

OVERVIEW
This chapter of the report provides an 
overview of the previous plans and studies 
within the City of Stonecrest which relate to 
advancing walking and bicycling opportunities 
across the City and connecting to surrounding 
communities. Plans and studies covered 
include regional studies completed by 
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC), 
countywide studies sponsored by DeKalb 
County, and local planning efforts within the 
City of Stonecrest. 

The intent of this planning review is to 
understand previously identified connections 
for walking and bicycling and evaluate further 
for inclusion in the City’s recommended 
network presented in Chapter 7. Additionally, 
existing policies within the City and DeKalb 
County informed recommendations for this 
plan and identify strategies to strategically 
implementing them.
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ATLANTA METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The Atlanta Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), formerly 
known as the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), is a long-
range blueprint, and the transportation component of the 
Atlanta Region’s Plan, the region’s comprehensive, long-range 
plan. Focusing on current transportation conditions, the MTP 
provides long-term visions and details the appropriate policies 
and programs for bringing these visions to fruition. The MTP 
includes recommendations and strategies aimed towards 
improving walking and bicycling solutions within the greater 
Atlanta metro area.1  

The MTP discusses the five recommended actions for increasing walking and bicycling within the 
Atlanta region:2

• Supporting community-scale walking and bicycling networks
• Addressing the region’s growing transportation safety and equity issues
• Providing first- and last-mile connections to regional transit systems
• Promoting complete streets for urban centers and multimodal thoroughfares
• Connecting and completing a regional-scale trail network 

Each of these recommendations aim to improve the mobility, safety, and economic 
competitiveness of individuals and communities within the Atlanta region. To address bicycling 
and walking needs, ARC is utilizing a number of funding mechanisms, including the Surface 
Transportation Block Grant Program (STBG), and the Transportation Alternatives Program, to 
develop bicycle and pedestrian projects as well as first- and last-mile transit access projects.

1 Atlanta Regional Commission (2022). Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/2050-rtp-main-doc.pdf
2 Ibid, p. 81.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN
DECEMBER 2022DECEMBER 2022

REGIONAL PLANS
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WALK, BIKE, THRIVE!

The Atlanta Regional Commission’s (ARC) Walk. Bike. Thrive! 
plan provides guidance for increasing walking and bicycling 
within metro Atlanta, through establishing a regional vision 
to support local initiatives and decision-making. This plan 
also takes into account the Atlanta Region’s Plan goals and 
objectives, which focuses on world class infrastructure, healthy 
livable communities, and a competitive economy. Equity and 
accessibility for all communities is an important component of 
the plan, with a focus on ensuring all populations have access to 
safe and comfortable multimodal facilities and infrastructure.3

This plan focuses on pedestrian- and bicyclist-focused goals to achieve increased connectivity 
and safety within the region, and efforts by ARC for actively supporting cities and counties 
striving for increased active transportation. These include:4

• Create walking and bicycling options for everyone in every community
• Ensure safer and more accessible bicycling and walking in the region
• Tie walking and biking improvements to quality of life, economic competitiveness, and 

health
• Establish a vision for a Regional Trail Network
• Build a Strategy based on compounding growth and relentless incrementalism
• Use the region’s pivoting growth and fresh momentum, so that in five years, Atlanta can 

market itself as one of the most walk-friendly and bike-friendly regions in the nation
ARC provides an active transportation toolkit to provide guidance, recommendations, and an 
overview for implementing high-quality walking and bicycling systems, elements, and programs. 
The broader elements for a high-quality walking and biking system include broader factors, 
such as “places and public spaces” and “universal access,” to more specific elements, including 
“support [for] infrastructure for walking and biking” and a “local trail network.”5 

The Regional Trail Network Strategy is discussed in the context of the regional framework, 
with two primary objectives guiding the overall strategy: closing identified network gaps in the 
trails of regional significance; and expanding the network of regionally significant trails. Trails of 
Regional Significance are those which may cross jurisdictional boundaries, and have the potential 
to be a key link within the regional trail network.6 Opportunities exist within Stonecrest (and 
DeKalb County at large) to expand existing trails outward, and to fill in existing gaps. 

3 Atlanta Regional Commission (2016). Walk. Bike. Thrive!  
https://atlantaregional.org/plans-reports/bike-pedestrian-plan-walk-bike-thrive/
4 Atlanta Regional Commission (2016). Walk. Bike. Thrive! - Part 1: Recommendations, p. 7.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/walkbike-thrive-part-1-final-web-.pdf
5 Ibid, p. 34-36.
6 Ibid, p. 19-22.
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

REGIONAL WORKBOOK FOR COMPLETE STREETS

ARC’s Complete Streets Workbook serves as a supplement 
to the agency’s various plans and was developed as 
a follow-up to Walk. Bike. Thrive! It is intended as 
a resource for local governments with guidance on 
project prioritization, funding, and design decisions. The 
Workbook discusses the implementation of Complete 
Streets through regional strategies to enable sustainable 
environments, social equity, and a more competitive 
economy.7 The Workbook emphasizes the ability of 
Complete Street projects to:8

• Support communities and improve access via walkable communities, serving of high-
demand locations, and increased accessibility

• Reduce transportation risk through the elimination of high-crash locations and reduction 
in high-risk corridors

• Make connections through connected networks and enhancement of transit facilities
 
This document does not specifically address Stonecrest, but the strategies presented are 
applicable to current walking and bicycling conditions within Stonecrest, including lack of 
connectivity, lack of accessibility to enable shorter and safer trips, and a need for tools and 
strategies, such as pedestrian islands, mid-block crossings, and bike lanes. The Workbook also 
includes several questions that should be addressed in regards to walking and biking on suburban 
roads, which comprise many of the roads within Stonecrest. These questions include:9

• How to make four and five lane suburban roads more complete?
• Whether biking on suburban arterials should be on- or off-street?
• Where to install a sidewalk?
• How do Complete Streets support regional transit? 

 
SAFE STREETS FOR WALKING & BICYCLING

Another supplement to Walk. Bike. Thrive!, this publication 
serves as a regional action plan for reducing roadway fatalities 
across the Atlanta region. The publication identifies several 
data-driven strategies for ARC to pursue in implementing safe 
facilities consistently across the region, especially in vulnerable 
and underserved communities. The document is rooted in a safe 
systems approach to achieve zero fatalities by 2030. ARC will 
focus regional transportation funding on projects that eliminate 
roadway designs that are unfriendly for bicyclists and pedestrians 
and champion a Complete Streets approach to transportation 
and land use decisions which will shape future travel behaviors 
and patterns towards accommodating more multimodal trips.10

7 Atlanta Regional Commission (2019). Regional Workbook for Complete Streets.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/arc-complete-streets-workbook-webview.pdf
8 Ibid, p. 7.
9 Ibid, p. 23.
10 Atlanta Regional Commission (2020). Safe Streets for Walking & Bicycling.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/arc-safe-streets-webview-revjan20.pdf

REGIONAL WORKBOOK FOR 
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SAFE STREETS 
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A regional action plan for reducing 
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REGIONAL TRAIL VISION

Following completion of Walk. Bike. Thrive!, ARC published a 
Regional Trail Vision that identifies regional active transportation 
needs, strategies, and recommendations for increasing 
accessibility and connectivity within the Atlanta metro region.11 
Three regional needs were identified in this vision:12

• Safety: paths provide opportunities for travel away from  
 busy roads and traffic
• Mobility: paths can provide convenient routes to access  
 destinations or bridge regional barriers, if they are direct
• Economic Competitiveness: communities are increasingly  
 investing in paths as destinations and amenities for residents  
 

While the Atlanta region has a robust system of walkways, bikeways, and multi-use trails (see 
Figure 3), there are significant gaps.13 These gaps can be addressed by prioritizing projects that 
connect existing segments; provide access to underserved areas like urban neighborhoods and 
smaller towns; connect high-demand centers through suburban or lower-demand areas; and 
provide access to parks, natural areas, or scenic destinations. 

11 Atlanta Regional Commission (2020). Safe Streets for Walking & Bicycling.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/arc-safe-streets-webview-revjan20.pdf
12 Ibid, p. 2.
13 Ibid, p. 10.

11ENVISIONING A REGIONAL TRAIL NETWORK10

REGIONAL TRAIL VISION
Connections between jurisdictions or across boundaries are critical for ensuring travel throughout the metropolitan region. ARC 
recognizes trails that improve regional mobility, safety, and connectivity: 

Regionally Significant Trails are key links for connecting the regional trail network; crossing jurisdictional boundaries; connecting 
cities, regional activity centers, or parks; or serving as destinations for residents and visitors the region. Regionally significant trails 
are show on the Regional Trail Vision Map (below). 

Regional Trail Confluences are locations where several regional trails converge. These areas may need extra coordination, 
collaboration, or funding to build a connected regional trail network. 

The Regional Trail Vision map identifies corridors for priority funding with MPO and regional funds.

A

B

C
D

E

F

G

I

J
K

MN

OD

H

P

R
Q

S

L

ID Corridor Name Jurisdictions Source Documentation
A Atlanta BeltLine City of Atlanta Atlanta Beltline Trail Map

B PATH 400 Atlanta, Sandy Springs Atlanta Transportation Plan
North Fulton CTP

C Big Creek Greenway Alpharetta; Fulton and 
Forsyth Counties Big Creek Greenway Map

D Chattahoochee RiverLands Forsyth, Gwinnett, Fulton, 
Cobb, Douglas, Coweta Chattahoochee River Greenway Study

E Peachtree Creek Greenway Atlanta, Brookhaven, 
Chamblee; Dekalb County

Atlanta Transportation Plan
Dekalb County CTP

F Piedmont Pathway Gwinnett County Gwinnett County Trails Plan

G Stone Mtn Trail Decatur; Dekalb County Dekalb County CTP

H Arabia & Panola Trails Dekalb County Dekalb County CTP

I South River Dekalb County Dekalb County CTP

J Rockdale River Trail Rockdale County Rockdale County CTP

K Conyers Trail Conyers; Rockdale County Rockdale County CTP

L Cricket Frog Trail Rockdale, Newton Counties Rockdale County CTP
Newton County CTP

M Clayton-Henry-Spalding 
Corridor

Clayton, Henry, Spalding 
Counties

Clayton County Trails Master Plan
Henry County CTP
Spalding-Griffin CTP

N Clayton-Fayette-Coweta 
Corridor

Clayton, Fayette, Coweta 
Counties

Fayette County Transportation Plan
Coweta County Greenway Master Plan

O Roosevelt Highway Atlanta; Fulton County Atlanta Transportation Plan
South Fulton CTP

P Connect the Comet Atlanta; Cobb County Atlanta Transportation Plan
Cobb Trails Master Plan

Q Silver Comet Trail Cobb, Paulding Counties Silver Comet Trail Map

R Mountain to River Trail Cobb County Cobb Trails Master Plan

S Noonday Creek Trail Cobb, Cherokee Counties Cobb Trails Master Plan

REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT TRAILS
Regionally Significant Trails are priorities for regional and federal funding. These corridors and confluence areas are the 
primary focus for metropolitan Atlanta’s Transportation Alternatives Program funding but may also be considered for ARC’s 
Surface Transportation Block Grants or other Transportation Improvement Program funding. Other trails may be considered but 
they should provide similar regional benefits for connecting the regional trail network or providing increased access around the 
region. The following table tracks regionally significant trails along with their most recent planning documentation.

ID Confluence Areas Jurisdictions Source Documentation
I Lindbergh Area Atlanta, Brookhaven Plan in development

II Aerotropolis Area Clayton, Fulton Counties AeroATL Greenway Plan

III Cumberland Area Cobb County Cobb Trails Master Plan

Figure 3. Regional Trail Vision
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

DEKALB COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The DeKalb County Comprehensive Transportation Plan 
(CTP) identifies priority transportation projects and policy 
recommendations within the County, to help facilitate growth 
over the next 30 years. Both short- and long-term projects are 
identified, with recommendations for key policies to facilitate 
implementation.14 Priorities identified within the CTP include:15

• Providing transportation options through connectivity  
 across modes, including bicycle and pedestrian modes 
• Enabling healthy communities and improve quality of life 
 to encourage an active lifestyle and overall improved   
 quality of life 
• Improving safety for all users across all modes 
• Promoting equity, especially in communities where a lack   
 of transportation options create substantial barriers

 
The CTP outlines a number of recommendations for improving pedestrian and cyclist conditions, 
consisting of policies for prioritizing the road network, and actionable items for introducing 
incremental progress including a bicycle priority network shown in Figure 4. Examples include:16

• Alignment of land use to increase 
walkability and compact development 
forms, through more intense 
development within activity centers, 
nodes, and corridors 

• Increased multimodal development at or 
near activity centers, the development of 
quality bicycle and pedestrian facilities, 
and improved transit access

• Directing growth to high-capacity transit 
corridors, in order to enable alternative 
methods of transportation, and provide 
increased connectivity for pedestrians 
and cyclists, where facilities and services 
currently exist

• Improved trail connections and 
extensions, to increase connectivity 
across DeKalb County 

• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
improvements   

14 DeKalb County, GA (2022). DeKalb 2050 Unified Plan. Comprehensive Transportation Plan.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/2022_1115_DeKalb%202050%20Comprehensive%20
Transportation%20Plan.pdf
15 Ibid, p. 8.
16 Ibid, Chapter 10.

COMPREHENSIVE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

DEKALB 2050 UNIFIED PLAN

NOVEMBER 2022

DEKALB COUNTY PLANS

54

06 – SURFACE TRANSPORTATION POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Figure 4. DeKalb County Bicycle Priority Network
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DEKALB COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN

The DeKalb County Comprehensive Land Use Plan is intended 
to guide decision-making related to development and growth 
within the County, and includes discussion on transportation 
goals, opportunities and recommendations.17  

Two main transportation issues regarding multimodal mobility 
are discussed within the comprehensive plan. The first is the 
lack of pedestrian and bicyclist connectivity, specifically along 
major corridors, between new developments, neighborhoods, 
retail centers, parks, institutions and attractions. In addition, 
there is no unified vision or strategy for trail or greenway 
development within the County as a whole. Several goals within 
the plan address, either specifically, or more broadly, these two 
issues, including:18

• Providing transportation options through connectivity across modes
• Promoting equity
• Improving safety
• Enabling healthy communities and improve quality of life

While there are gaps within the multimodal transportation system within DeKalb County, there 
are opportunities as well, including an increase in the number of parks, and an extended trail 
network, which provides key connections within the community.  Increased connectivity within 
DeKalb County will enable greater regional connectivity, an important component for the 
expansion of Stonecrest’s bicycling and pedestrian network. 

17 DeKalb County, GA (2022). DeKalb 2050 Unified Plan. Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/2022_1115_DeKalb%202050%20Comprehensive%20Land%20
Use%20Plan.pdf
18 Ibid, p. 13.

COMPREHENSIVE
LAND USE PLAN

DEKALB 2050 UNIFIED PLAN

EXISTING CONDITIONS &
NEEDS ASSESSMENT

DEKALB COUNTY 2050 UNIFIED PLAN

NOVEMBER 2022

Desire Path on the South Side of Snapfinger Woods Drive Looking East Towards Panola Road
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

DEKALB COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN

The DeKalb County Parks and Recreation Master Plan does 
not speak extensively on specific recommendations and 
strategies for improving connectivity. It does, however, discuss 
the importance of the built environment in overall population 
health outcomes, including improved parks, sidewalk, bicycle 
lanes, and greenways. A County-wide approach can be 
applied for taking the lead in greenway and trail connectivity 
throughout DeKalb County. This includes greenway expansions 
to allow for greater regional connectivity, including within and 
adjacent to Stonecrest.19 

DEKALB COUNTY TRANSIT MASTER PLAN

The DeKalb County Transit Master Plan discusses increased 
trail and multimodal connectivity within the context of current 
unmet rider needs, and integrating pedestrian and bicycling 
infrastructure with transit facilities. Specifically, transit riders 
often face difficulties involving first mile/last mile connectivity.20 

The plan notes that infrastructure improvements are needed 
to enable safer and more convenient access to transit stops 
and stations. Closing existing trail gaps could help in increasing 
equity and connectivity, not only to transit stops and facilities, 
but to various services and destinations. Stonecrest is currently 
underserved by MARTA.21 

The project universe in Figure 5 generally focuses on the appropriate alignment of land use, 
alternative transportation facilities, and transit access. Key examples include:22

• Collaboration with MARTA and agency partners in order to expand access, such as through 
last mile/first mile connectivity and improvements to certain corridors with high ridership

• Alignment of land use that supports, both economically and socially, transit, so as to 
increase walkability and compact development forms

• Focus on mobility centers, which would facilitate bus-to-bus transfers, bike racks, and 
multi-mobility connections to car-sharing and bike-sharing services, among other facilities

19 DeKalb County, GA (2021). DeKalb County Parks & Recreation Master Plan.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/19044-1_DEKALB%20REPORT_05_23_22_0.pdf
20 DeKalb County, GA (2019). DeKalb County Transit Master Plan Technical Documentation Compendium.  
http://www.dekalbtransitmasterplan.com/assets/files/DeKalb%20County%20TMP%20-%20Technical%20Documentation%20
Compendium.pdf
21 Ibid, p. 3-29.
22 Ibid, p. 4-3.
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Universe of Projects & Evaluation
The DeKalb TMP process engaged the community and stakeholders to identify the universe of 
potential transit expansion options. Through this process, a total of 40 potential transit concepts 
totaling roughly $25 Billion were advanced into an evaluation process.

Evaluation Process

Each concept in the universe of transit options was evaluated across four major goal areas:

• Performance: Comparison of ridership projections

• Economic Development Potential: How well a potential option serves the 
economic development vision for the County

• Equity: How well a potential option serves Equitable Target Areas (ETAs), high 
concentrations of low-income and minority populations

• Land Use Compatibility: How compatible a potential option is with land use 
densities and intensities

In addition to the four evaluation areas, cost estimates were developed to compare overall 
benefits against projected costs.

*Includes sustaining capital funding

Figure 5. DeKalb County Transit Master Plan Projects
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

STONECREST TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN

Stonecrest’s Transportation Master Plan is a framework for the 
City’s decision-making regarding transportation investments 
over a 30-year planning horizon.23 This includes projects and 
policies addressing walking and bicycling. While some of the 
plan’s goals do not specifically address pedestrian and bicycling 
infrastructure, recommend facilities aimed to increase pedestrian 
and bicyclist safety and accessibility. The plan goals include:24

• Improve connectivity for live, work, and play
• Reduce traffic congestion
• Enhance biking and walking access
• Increase travel safety 
 
Providing consistent, safe, and comfortable multimodal 

connections to all community facilities is critical for the economic and personal health of the 
community. As of now, only approximately 20% of the streets within the City have sidewalks, 
with a majority of these streets located within residential developments.25 As bicycling and 
pedestrian infrastructure has evolved from serving as an “alternative transportation” to filling a 
critical need in the transportation network, the various pedestrian and bicycle projects should 
be prioritized based on short-, mid-, and long-term needs. These range from smaller scale 
improvements to address immediate safety needs, to larger-scale capacity operations, and 
cyclist and pedestrian improvements.26

STONECREST PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN

The Stonecrest Parks and Recreation Master Plan serves as a 
guide to ensure that there is an appropriate balance of facilities, 
services, and amenities within the community. While pedestrian 
and cyclist infrastructure does exist within the City, existing gaps 
present barriers to travelers, and limit access to recreational 
opportunities throughout Stonecrest. The master plan outlines 
various objectives for improving facilities and amenities, 
including the expansion of greenways, bike paths, and trails, in 
order to increase connectivity. The ultimate goal would be to 
link all Stonecrest park and recreation facilities with a network 
of safe paths, trails, and sidewalks. Additional steps for creating 
a more accessible and safe system include building off of 
the existing trail network, and developing and implementing 
wayfinding signage for pedestrians and bicyclists.27

23 City of Stonecrest, GA (2020). Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan.  
https://www.stonecrestga.gov/Assets/Files/TransportationPlan/stonecrest-transportation-master-plan-report-draft-08112020.pdf
24 Ibid, p. 1.
25 Ibid, p. 12.
26 Ibid, p. 38-56.
27 City of Stonecrest, GA (2020). Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  
https://www.stonecrestga.gov/Assets/Files/Departments/ParksRecreation/Stonecrest_FinalPlan_10.9.pdf

City of Stonecrest
Transportation Master Plan

September 2020
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MASTER PLAN
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STONECREST LCI PLAN

The Stonecrest LCI Plan examines existing centers 
and corridors that link transportation improvements 
with land use development strategies, in order to 
create sustainable, livable communities. Alternative 
transportation modes, including bicycling and walking, 
are encouraged. This plan provides an overview of the 
existing trail system within the study area, as well as 
suggestions for improvement. Currently, segments of 
PATH trails exist along Klondike Road, Stonecrest Square, 
and a small portion of Mall Parkway. This existing 
network connects Stonecrest Mall to the City of Lithonia, 

as well as the Arabia Mountain Natural Heritage Area. Cycling facilities are more limited within 
the study area. Several suggested alternatives are provided, including:

• Utilizing the existing rivers and streams to extend the PATH Trail System
• Extending the PATH trail to surrounding neighborhoods
• Improving pedestrian and bicycle conditions, including lighting, sidewalks, trees, and 

shading on Turner Hill Road, Hayden Quarry Road, Woodrow Drive, and Rockland Road
 
Additionally, the five-year work program includes a suggestion to develop a trailhead facility with 
shared parking in collaboration with GDOT, ARC, DeKalb County, and MARTA.28   

 
STONECREST COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2038

The City of Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 2038 
discusses transportation needs and opportunities 
within the City. The transportation vision establishes a 
future for Stonecrest in which a safe and multimodal 
transportation system can be developed and 
maintained, to provide mobility and accessibility 
to all users.29 While there is existing bicycling and 
pedestrian infrastructure, consisting of sidewalks and 
multi-use paths, gaps exist within the existing network. 
Additionally, some of the existing sidewalk infrastructure 
is in less than optimal condition. Safety, equity, and 

accessibility are at the forefront of the transportation goals outlined within this plan, with 
multiple recommendations provided to achieve these goals. These include:30

• Providing multimodal connections between transit stops and along key roadway 
corridors, such as Panola Road, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, and Klondike Road

• Continue extending multi-use trail system along waterways to connect more of the City
• Explore opportunities to connect the existing and emerging neighborhood centers to the 

Arabia Mountain PATH with bicycle and pedestrian facilities
28 DeKalb County, GA (2013). Stonecrest LCI Plan.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/document-archives/LCI-Recipients/DeKalb/Stonecrest/StonecrestLCI_FULL%20REPORT_FINAL_
WITH%20APPENDIX.pdf
29 City of Stonecrest, GA (2019). City of Stonecrest Comprehensive Plan 2038.  
https://www.stonecrestga.gov/Assets/Files/Departments/ComprehensivePlan/Comp-Plan-2038.pdf
30 Ibid, p. 202.
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

PANOLA ROAD SCOPING STUDY

In August 2023, the Stonecrest City Council adopted the Panola 
Road Scoping Study which identifies safety and operational 
improvements along a 2.2-mile section of the Panola Road 
corridor between Browns Mill Road and Minola Drive/Fairington 
Road. The study includes conceptual plans, benefit/cost ratio, and 
recommended project priority across all proposed improvements. 
Among the improvements recommended by this study include a 
series of intersection improvements such as roundabouts, mini-
roundabouts, and turn lane improvements along with continuous 
sidewalk and shared-use path along the corridor.31 
 

ONGOING PLANNING EFFORTS
At the time of this plan’s development, there were two ongoing planning studies which will 
shape the implementation of the walking and bicycling networks within the City of Stonecrest:

DeKalb Trail & Greenway Master Plan - DeKalb County is leading the development of a 
Countywide trail and greenway master plan to update the existing master plan that was created 
over 20 years ago. This network will build upon the 59 miles of existing greenways, trails, and 
paved paths across the County.32 The goal of the plan is “to develop an implementable trail 
and greenway master plan built on an inclusive, equitable engagement process and a decision-
making framework based on community values, feasibility, and constructability.” By preparing 
the plan, the County seeks to provide sustainable transportation options, promote healthy 
living, and create a sense of community. Key goals include:33

• Recommend trail and greenway projects that, when built, will serve and attract people 
of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds

• Incorporate community feedback and guidance when prioritizing recommendations
• Create a more interconnected cross-county trail network
• Align efforts toward seamless local and regional coordination on bicycle and pedestrian 

projects
• Create an accessible trails map

 
As the plan is still in development at the time of this writing (it is anticipated to be complete in 
July 2024), the City of Stonecrest can provide recommendations from the Bicycle, Pedestrian, 
and Trail Plan to the Trail and Greenway Master Plan effort for consideration and incorporation.

Stonecrest Freight Cluster Plan - The City of Stonecrest, in partnership with ARC, is preparing a 
freight cluster plan focused on providing a safe, balanced transportation environment for freight 
and multimodal travel, encouraging economic development, and developing a cost-effective 
opportunistic work program that coordinates ongoing and future projects. This plan focuses on 
the Lithonia Industrial Park and Park Central/Panola Road Corridor areas.34

Proper coordination among these planning efforts should occur to understand how to maximize 
the potential for future multimodal connectivity.

31 City of Stonecrest (2023). Panola Road Scoping Study.  
https://www.stonecrestga.gov/Assets/Files/Panola%20Road%20-%20Traffic%20Report_compressed.pdf
32 DeKalb County, GA (2023). DeKalb Trail & Greenway Master Plan Project Website.  
https://www.dekalbgatrails.com/
33 Ibid.
34 City of Stonecrest (2023). Major Plans and Studies. https://www.stonecrestga.gov/MajorPlansAndStudies.aspx
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PLANNING MATRIX
In reviewing the various applicable documents, several greater themes emerged regarding 
possible goals which would be relevant to Stonecrest’s bicycle and pedestrian network. As 
discussed in many of the plans, an improved bicycling and pedestrian network would result in 
overall greater connectivity and accessibility; improved economic benefits; and increased equity 
and inclusivity, among other goals. Each of these are intertwined. By increasing connectivity 
and accessibility, residents within Stonecrest are able to access opportunities and benefits they 
may otherwise be excluded from, resulting in better economic conditions; better economic 
conditions enable equity and inclusivity. 

The improved network involves not only improving non-motorized transportation facilities, but, 
in the case of transportation and transit, focusing on first- and last-mile connectivity, mobility 
near major nodes, transportation facilities including paths and greenways, and mixed-use 
development. 

Other goals and recommendations of importance within the plans reviewed, include improved 
health outcomes; alignment of land use; resiliency and climate adaptation; increased safety; and 
preservation of the existing and future transportation system, including all components.

Sidewalk Gap on the South Side of Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) West of Wellborn Road/Cove Lake Road

158

Item XIII. a.



18

STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Table 1. Matrix of Planning Goals and Themes

Plan/Study Publication
Connectivity and 

Accessibility Economic
Equity and 
Inclusivity Health Land Use

Resilience & 
Climate Safety

System 
Preservation

ARC Regional 
Transportation Plan

- Ensuring a 
comprehensive 
transportation network, 
incorporating regional 
transit and 21st-century 
technology

-
- Developing additional 
walkable, vibrant centers 
that support people of all 
ages and abilities

- - - -
- Building the 
region as a globally 
recognized hub 
of innovation and 
prosperity

DeKalb 2050 
Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan

- Provide transportation 
options through 
connectivity across 
modes
- Better accommodate 
movement of goods

- Increase funding for 
improvements
- Increase access to jobs 
and education
- Encourage economic 
development

- Promote equity

- Enable health 
communities and 
improve quality of 
life

- - - Improve safety -

DeKalb County 
2050 Unified Plan – 
Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan

- - - -
- Single-family 
neighborhoods
- Density transitions - - -

DeKalb County Parks 
and Recreation Master 
Plan

- - - - -- - - -

DeKalb County Transit 
Master Plan

- Make sure thriving and 
emerging areas have 
transit service

- Ensure that the transit 
vision is affordable and 
effective

- Make sure that transit is 
available for everyone - - - - - Live, work, play, 

and use transit 

Walk. Bike. Thrive! - Establish a vision for a 
Regional Trail Network -

- Create walking and 
bicycling options 
for everyone in the 
community

- - -
- Ensure safer and 
more accessible 
bicycling and 
walking in the region

- Tie walking and 
biking improvements 
to quality of 
life, economic 
competitiveness, 
and health

Walk. Bike. Thrive! 
Regional Trail Vision

- Mobility - Economic 
Competitiveness - - - - - Safety -
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Plan/Study Publication
Connectivity and 

Accessibility Economic
Equity and 
Inclusivity Health Land Use

Resilience & 
Climate Safety

System 
Preservation

ARC Regional 
Transportation Plan

- Ensuring a 
comprehensive 
transportation network, 
incorporating regional 
transit and 21st-century 
technology

-
- Developing additional 
walkable, vibrant centers 
that support people of all 
ages and abilities

- - - -
- Building the 
region as a globally 
recognized hub 
of innovation and 
prosperity

DeKalb 2050 
Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan

- Provide transportation 
options through 
connectivity across 
modes
- Better accommodate 
movement of goods

- Increase funding for 
improvements
- Increase access to jobs 
and education
- Encourage economic 
development

- Promote equity

- Enable health 
communities and 
improve quality of 
life

- - - Improve safety -

DeKalb County 
2050 Unified Plan – 
Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan

- - - -
- Single-family 
neighborhoods
- Density transitions - - -

DeKalb County Parks 
and Recreation Master 
Plan

- - - - -- - - -

DeKalb County Transit 
Master Plan

- Make sure thriving and 
emerging areas have 
transit service

- Ensure that the transit 
vision is affordable and 
effective

- Make sure that transit is 
available for everyone - - - - - Live, work, play, 

and use transit 

Walk. Bike. Thrive! - Establish a vision for a 
Regional Trail Network -

- Create walking and 
bicycling options 
for everyone in the 
community

- - -
- Ensure safer and 
more accessible 
bicycling and 
walking in the region

- Tie walking and 
biking improvements 
to quality of 
life, economic 
competitiveness, 
and health

Walk. Bike. Thrive! 
Regional Trail Vision

- Mobility - Economic 
Competitiveness - - - - - Safety -
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DEMAND FOR WALKING AND BICYCLING 
WITHIN STONECREST IS ROOTED NOT 
JUST IN EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE, 
BUT ALSO EQUITY AND FUTURE 
CONSIDERATIONS
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Chapter 3: Existing 
Conditions & Propensity
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
While the intent of the Bicycle, Pedestrian 
& Trail Plan is to position Stonecrest well for 
future walking and bicycling opportunities, it is 
important to assess the conditions of current 
infrastructure as well as demographics and 
travel behaviors. 

To build upon the previous plan and study 
review discussed in Chapter 2, the project 
team performed a data-intensive analysis 
to understand the existing walking and 
bicycling environment as well as the demand 
for walking, biking, and other non-vehicular 
modes of transportation within the City of 
Stonecrest. 

The existing conditions analysis for this plan 
intricately focuses on a propensity analysis 
consisting of five elements:

• Community Demand examines 
demographic data and travel patterns for 
commuting to understand the likelihood 
for residents to walk, bike, or take transit 
to work.

• Addressing Equity focuses on the locations 
and needs of minority and disadvantaged 
populations within Stonecrest with respect 
to walking and bicycling.

• Points of Destination emphasizes the 
location of major employment centers 
as well as community destinations like 
schools, parks, and government facilities 
where people may reach by walking or 
bicycling.

• Community Conditions examines safety 
trends, topography, and the location of 
existing sidewalks along with on-street and 
off-street bicycle facilities.

• Future Analysis recognizes that the other 
analyses are effectively considerations 
of existing conditions and that a plan 
for future walking and biking in the City 
of Stonecrest should also be informed 
by forecasted growth and development 
patterns.

This chapter contains discussion on the data 
sources utilized and the key findings from each 
metric comprising the five components of 
walking and bicycling propensity in Stonecrest.

What is Propensity?

Propensity is defined as the natural tendency or 
inclination to partake in a certain behavior, and this 
is a very central theme to the development of the 
City of Stonecrest’s Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan.

The propensity analysis takes a layered approach 
to understand walking and bicycling behaviors and 
tendencies and which locations are most likely 
to exhibit those behaviors. It serves as a tool for 
informed decisionmaking for investments in walking 
and bicycling in Stonecrest.

This overall analysis indicates relatively more 
propensity for walking and biking in the more 
developed areas of Stonecrest such as along the 
I-20, Panola Road, and Mall at Stonecrest areas. 

162

Item XIII. a.



22

STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Community Demand

The Community Demand piece of Stonecrest’s 
walking and bicycling propensity is used to 
understand how underlying demographic 
conditions may influence walking and bicycling 
across the City. Using overlay analysis techniques, 
four analysis considerations were combined 
equally to develop a composite of community 
demand. For Community Demand, the four 
metrics are:

• Population Density

• Populations Over 55

• Populations Under 18

• Alternative Commute Methods

With an inherent bias towards walking and biking 
for transportation purposes, the community 
demand within Stonecrest reflects those parts 
of the City where there is already evidence of 
walking and biking as well as critical needs for area 
residents to have safe access to pedestrian and 
bicycle infrastructure.

The data presented in this portion of the 
propensity analysis utilizes 2017-2021 5-Year 
American Community Survey (ACS) estimates 
produced by the United States Census Bureau.

Figure 6. Population Density

COMMUNITY DEMAND

POPULATION DENSITY

The U.S. Census Bureau measures population on 
a decennial basis at various levels of geography. 
For this analysis, the project team examined 
population density at the Census block group 
level and mapped population density in terms 
of the number of people per square mile. 

Based on the map shown in Figure 6 below, a 
majority of the population within Stonecrest is 
sparsely populated. However, there are several 
areas with higher population density including 
along Panola Road between Salem Road 
and Snapfinger Woods Drive and in an area 
bounded by Covington Highway (US 278/SR 
12) to the north, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard 
to the east, Hillandale Drive to the south, and 
DeKalb Medical Parkway to the south. The 
population density reflects the vast amount 
of greenspace within the City, especially near 
Arabia Mountain.
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Figure 7. Populations Over 55

Figure 8. Populations Under 18

POPULATIONS OVER 55

Analyzing where there are relative 
concentrations of certain population segments 
that may be more likely to walk and bike is a 
key component of the Community Demand 
piece of propensity. Where there are older 
adults aged over 55 may indicate where 
walking and biking investments are needed to 
accommodate travel behaviors for those who 
may not want to be dependent on driving. 

The map in Figure 7 shows concentrations 
of older adults within Stonecrest based on 
an overall percentage of the population 
by Census block group. The largest 
concentrations of adults aged over 55 is 
primarily within residential areas along Salem 
Road, Evans Mill Road, and Browns Mill Road 
(SR 212) in the south central portion of the 
City. Neighborhoods along these corridors are 
close to the Davidson-Arabia Nature Preserve 
but do not currently provide adequate access 
by foot or bike.

POPULATIONS UNDER 18

In addition to understanding where older 
adults in Stonecrest live, the project team 
examined where people under 18 live 
within the City. Highlighting locations where 
there are concentrations of children who 
are dependent on parents or guardians to 
drive them to their destinations can also 
in turn inform where walking and bicycling 
infrastructure can be built to provide safer 
access to places such as schools and parks. 
Given Stonecrest’s suburban development 
pattern and that there are many families in the 
City, this population group is more scattered 
across the City as shown in Figure 8. There are 
some mild concentrations throughout the City 
which correspond to residential subdivisions 
along corridors such as Panola Road, Turner 
Hill Road, Browns Mill Road (SR 212), and Rock 
Springs Road. 
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Figure 9. Percent of People Who Walk to Work Figure 10. Percent of People Who Take Transit to Work

ALTERNATIVE COMMUTE METHODS

In addition to basic population estimates, the 
American Community Survey also provides 
data on where randomly selected respondents 
indicate they are using various modes of travel 
other than a single-occupancy vehicle (driving 
alone) in order to commute to a workplace. 

Because many of these individuals are already 
traveling through alternate means (or do 
not use a vehicle by themselves regularly) 
the neighborhoods that have more of these 
individuals living in them are more likely to 
need bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 
investments. To capture different commute 
methods, the project team examined 
the percentage of the population within 
Stonecrest who walk, bicycle, and take transit 
to work.

The percentage of people who walk to work 
and bike to work are shown in Figure 9 and 
Figure 10, respectively.

The percent share of people who do not 
drive to work in Stonecrest is low; however, 
there are portions of the City where more 
are likely to walk or take transit. These largely 
correspond to areas near greenspace or retail 
such as along the Panola Road, Evans Mill 
Road, Klondike Road, and Covington Highway 
(US 278/SR 12) corridors. Based on the latest 
ACS estimates, no respondents currently bike 
to work within Stonecrest.

While these trends show current commuting 
behaviors, these have potential to change 
over time as development patterns change 
to become more conducive to walking and 
biking as well as the growing popularity of 
remote and hybrid working models stemming 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. It is important 
to make investments in areas where demand 
exists based on the best and most available 
information. 
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MARTA Bus Shelter In Mall at Stonecrest Parking Lot

Sidewalk Gap on Mall Parkway Near Honeycreek Court
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Addressing Equity

Vulnerable community members, including 
low-income individuals, people with disabilities, 
minorities, older adults, and younger children 
tend to be disproportionately impacted by either 
a lack of vehicle access or walking and bicycling 
infrastructure, or both. Not owning a vehicle, 
for instance, leads to a higher reliance on more 
affordable forms of transportation, such as walking, 
biking or public transportation. Simultaneously, 
some communities may have suffered from a lack 
of investment or neglect over time. 

Addressing equity is a key goal of the Stonecrest 
Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan, and the plan 
examines the extent of historically disadvantaged 
and underserved communities within Stonecrest 
and their likelihood to walk or bike to destinations 
across the City. This is an important component of 
the propensity analysis because it helps to identify 
strategies for improving walking and bicycling 
safety and comfort in communities that have 
disproportionately experienced negative impacts. 
This piece of the propensity analysis reviews:

• Household Vehicle Access

• Disadvantaged Census Tracts

• USDOT Travel Barriers

The project team identified disadvantaged 
populations based on data stemming from 2017-
2021 5-Year American Community Survey (ACS) 
estimates produced by the United States Census 
Bureau along with the USDOT’s Justice40 initiative. 
The goal of the Justice40 Initiative is to ensure 
that disadvantaged communities which have 
been traditionally marginalized, underserved, and 
overburdened by pollution and transportation 
barriers, receive at least 40 percent of the benefits 
from Federal investments.

Figure 11. Percent of Households Without Vehicle Access

ADDRESSING EQUITY

HOUSEHOLD VEHICLE ACCESS

The ACS measures where there are relatively 
more households that do not have consistent 
access to at least one vehicle. As a result, these 
households are more likely to have individuals 
who walk or bike in order to get around.

Based on the map in Figure 11, there are 
portions of the City of Stonecrest where there 
is a higher share of households which have no 
vehicle access. Census block groups north of 
I-20 have a larger share of households without 
a vehicle, especially in the area of the City 
bounded by I-20 to the south, Panola Road 
to the west, Covington Highway (US 278/SR 
12) to the north, and Evans Mill Road to the 
east. This corresponds to an area with higher 
population density as well as many multifamily 
residential complexes.
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Figure 12. Justice40 Disadvantaged Census Tracts

Figure 13. Justice40 USDOT Travel Barriers

DISADVANTAGED CENSUS TRACTS

Historically disadvantaged communities 
(HDCs) are a composite measure of Census 
tracts that experience disadvantages in six key 
categories including transportation access, 
health, environmental, economic, resilience, 
and equity. These indicators are then used to 
calculate a score which indicates the overall 
disadvantage of a community. 

HDCs at the census tract level within 
Stonecrest are shown in Figure 12 below. 
This shows that there are three Census tracts 
which are considered disadvantaged - Tracts 
233.09, 233.10, and 234.28. These tracts are 
located in north central Stonecrest in an area 
bounded by Panola Road to the west, Marbut 
Road to the east, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, 
Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12), Klondike 
Road, and Evans Mill Road to the east, and 
Rock Springs Road to the south.

USDOT TRAVEL BARRIERS

Communities experiencing barriers and 
burdens to travel are those which are unable 
to regularly and reliably meet daily needs as a 
result of access to transportation. While not all 
lower-income and historically disadvantaged 
communities face transportation barriers 
and insecurity, many do, contributing to 
persistent poverty. Travel barriers not only 
limit occupation and economic opportunities,  
but can result in increased rates of injury and 
fatalities, particularly for pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

The most traditionally overburdened and 
underserved areas of Stonecrest are shown 
above in Figure 13. These areas are largely in 
northern and western Stonecrest, particularly 
in residential areas along Rock Springs Road, 
Salem Road, Marbut Road, Phillips Road, 
Panola Road, Miller Road, and South Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Road.
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Points of Destination

The Points of Destination portion of the walking 
and bicycling propensity highlights the various 
places that people may want or need to walk and 
bike to and from within the City and its immediate 
surroundings. Spatial analysis processes were used 
to understand the location and relative distance 
from various points of interest. 

The fundamental logic of the analyses that 
comprise this is piece of walking and bicycling 
propensity presumes that corridors which serve 
more attractions, such as Panola Road or Turner 
Hill Road, are more likely to attract pedestrians 
and bicyclists. For example, a location that 
is relatively accessible to parks, schools, and 
Stonecrest City Hall is considered to have more 
propensity for walking and biking than a location 
that is only accessible to a park. 

Points of destination components prioritized in the 
propensity analysis include:

• Overall Employment Locations & Job Density

• Retail, Restaurant & Hospitality Job Locations

• Community Facilities (Parks, Schools, 
Hospitals, Emergency Medical Service (EMS) 
Facilities, Libraries, Houses of Worship, and 
Government Facilities)

• Transit Access and Ridership

The project team highlighted destinations through 
Longitudinal Employer Household Dynamics 
employment data from the U.S. Census along with 
community facility locations provided by the Atlanta 
Regional Commission (ARC), and transit routes, 
stops, and ridership through the Metropolitan 
Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA).

Figure 14. Employment Locations

POINTS OF DESTINATION

EMPLOYMENT LOCATIONS & JOB DENSITY

Using Longitudinal Employer Household 
Dynamics data, the approximate location and 
density of all jobs within the City of Stonecrest 
(as of 2020) were mapped. With the logic that 
people may want or need to walk or bike to 
their place of employment, these locations 
were mapped for their accessibility to 
surrounding neighborhoods and arterials and 
collectors. 

The map in Figure 14 shows that within 
Stonecrest, most jobs are located in three 
distinct areas. The first consists of industrial 
parks and facilities in the northwest part of 
the City along Snapfinger Woods Drive and 
Panola Industrial Boulevard. The second 
includes heavy industrial employers along 
Lithonia Industrial Boulevard and South Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Road; and the third is retail 
within or adjacent to the Mall at Stonecrest.
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Figure 15. Retail, Restaurant & Hospitality Job Locations

RETAIL, RESTAURANT & HOSPITALITY JOBS

To focus on jobs that may involve people 
walking, biking, and taking transit to reach 
their employer, the project team reviewed the 
locations of retail, restaurant, and hospitality 
jobs within the City. This also highlights where 
people who are shopping, eating, or visiting 
Stonecrest are likely to walk short distances to 
reach these locations.

The map in Figure 15 shows four key locations 
of retail jobs within the City of Stonecrest. 
These include:

• Panola Road @ Salem Road 

• The Panola Road corridor from Thompson 
Mill Road to Snapfinger Woods Drive

• Panola Road @ Covington Highway (US 
278/SR 12)

• Mall at Stonecrest area

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Highlighting the proximity of community 
facilities to residential areas can help form 
the foundation for a safe and accessible 
walking and bicycling network that can serve 
people of different backgrounds and locations 
within Stonecrest. The project team gathered 
community facility data from the City as well 
as the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) 
to capture existing points of destination 
within and adjacent to the City of Stonecrest. 
This analysis was not limited to destinations 
solely within Stonecrest but also includes 
destinations in adjacent unincorporated 
DeKalb County and the City of Lithonia. Points 
of destination considered for this analysis 
include the following:

• Schools

• Parks & Greenspace (i.e. Southeast Athletic 
Complex or Arabia Mountain National 
Heritage Area)

• Hospitals & EMC Facilities (i.e. Emory 
Hillandale Hospital)

• Libraries

• Houses of Worship

• Government Facilities (i.e. City Hall)

The map in Figure 16 shows these facilities and 
their accessibility to surrounding neighborhoods 
and walking and bicycling facilities. 

TRANSIT ACCESS & RIDERSHIP

Transit access and last mile connectivity are 
critical issues throughout Stonecrest. Bus stops 
and routes (primarily along corridors north 
of I-20 and near the Mall at Stonecrest) were 
mapped for their accessibility to surrounding 
neighborhoods. Ridership was collected for 
the time period from December 17, 2022 
through April 21, 2023 to understand where 
walking and bicycling facilities exist in relation 
to high ridership locations. The information 
shown in Figure 17 reveals that transit 
ridership is highest around the Mall as well 
as on Panola Road at Interstate 20, and along 
Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12). 
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Figure 16. Stonecrest Community Facilities
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Figure 17. Transit Access & Ridership
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Community Conditions

The Community Conditions portion of the walking 
and bicycling propensity seeks to understand 
the existing geographical conditions as well as 
the existing walking and bicycling network and 
its performance with respect to safety. It aims to 
capture the experience of walking and bicycling in 
Stonecrest today and how the built environment 
influences that experience.

The aspects of community conditions captured in 
this portion of the analysis include:

• Topography

• Existing Walking & Bicycling Facilities

• Safety Analysis (Crashes Involving Bicyclists 
and Pedestrians)

The propensity analysis prioritizes locations with 
flatter topography as well as locations with fatal 
and serious injury bicycle and pedestrian crashes in 
areas without sidewalks or bicycling facilities.

The project team highlighted community conditions 
through contour data provided by DeKalb County. 
The project team identified and inventoried 
sidewalks based on an aerial desktop survey. Lastly, 
the project team analyzed safety through five-
year crash data spanning January 1, 2017 through 
December 31, 2021 obtained through the Georgia 
Department of Transportation’s Numetric platform. 

Figure 18. Topography Within Stonecrest

COMMUNITY CONDITIONS

TOPOGRAPHY

The topography in Stonecrest is largely 
consistent with most communities within 
the Atlanta region and the Piedmont in 
that it consists of hilly terrain which can be 
challenging for walking and biking. 

Therefore, this analysis favors those locations 
that are flatter (and therefore more conducive 
to walking or biking) over those locations 
where steep hills may deter walking or biking. 
Within Stonecrest (as seen in Figure 18), 
these locations largely correspond to streams, 
creeks, and rivers such as the South River, 
Pole Bridge Creek, Stephenson Creek, and 
Snapfinger Creek, among others. Elevation 
in Stonecrest ranges from 642 feet along 
the South River to 1,081 feet in northern 
Stonecrest.
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EXISTING WALKING & BICYCLING FACILITIES

The project team developed an inventory of 
sidewalks, on-street bicycle facilities, and trails 
which is shown on the following page in Figure 
19. This shows that walking and bicycling 
infrastructure is largely isolated to residential 
neighborhoods and complexes - many of 
which are privately owned. Sidewalk gaps are 
prevalent across the City including along some 
of the busiest arterials and collectors such as 
Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12), Panola 
Road, Turner Hill Road, and Mall Parkway, 
among others. On-street bicycle lanes are 
even more isolated and are limited to locations 
with recent intersection improvements such as 
Salem Road at Browns Mill Road (SR 212), and 
Panola Road at Rock Springs Road

However, the City is home to a very robust 
trail network due in large part to the PATH 
Foundation’s Arabia Mountain and South River 
networks. There are also several trailheads 
throughout the City; however, reaching both 
trails and trailheads is difficult without a 
vehicle in that these are not well connected to 
sidewalks, shared-use paths, or other types of 
walking and bicycling facilities. Locations with 
existing infrastructure are prioritized higher in 
this analysis.

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

A common mechanism for measuring safety is 
to review and analyze locations where crashes 
involving  pedestrians or bicyclists have 
occurred. Like crashes involving only vehicles, 
these types of crashes tend to occur at and 
around intersection and other ‘conflict points.’ 

Using crash data obtained through Numetric, 
the project team was able to pinpoint where 
crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists 
have occurred and then prioritize these 
locations for the purposes of the propensity 
analysis. Crashes involving bicyclists are 
shown in Figure 20 while crashes involving 
pedestrians are shown in Figure 21.

Within Stonecrest between 2017 and 2021, 
there were seven reported bicycle crashes 
and 170 reported pedestrian crashes. Among 
the seven bicycle crashes, none resulted in 
a fatality, one in serious injury, two in minor 
injury, three in complaint of injury, and one 
with property damage only. The serious injury 
bicycle crash occurred at the intersection of 
Covington Highway and Panola Road. Among 
the 170 pedestrian crashes, 15 resulted in at 
least one fatality, 18 in serious injury, 70 in 
minor injury, 53 in complaint of injury, and 
14 with property damage only. Among fatal 
and serious injury pedestrian crashes, these 
occurred in large concentrations on Panola 
Road at I-20 and along Covington Highway. 
There were also fatal crashes on S. Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Road near S. Deshon Road 
as well as Browns Mill Road (SR 212) near 
Arabia Mountain High School.

BLOCK DENSITY

Using tax parcels dissolved into blocks, the 
project team was able to prioritize areas with 
smaller block sizes as these have the most 
potential for walking and biking. Areas with 
small blocks largely correspond to apartment 
and townhome complexes. 

KABCO Crash Severity

The KABCO vehicle accident reporting classification 
system is used across the state of Georgia to 
categorize the severity of roadway crashes, as follows: 

• Fatal Injury (K) - A fatal injury that results in 
death within 30 days of the motor vehicle crash

• Suspected Serious Injury (A) - Injury other than 
fatal which results in severe injuries.

• Suspected Minor or Visible Injury (B) - Minor 
injury that is evident at the scene of the crash 
other than fatal or serious injuries, such as 
lumps, abrasions, or bruises. 

• Possible Injury/Complaint of Injury (C) - A 
possible injury reported or claimed which is not 
fatal, suspected serious, or minor injury. 

• Non-Injury/Property Damage Only (O) - Crash 
that only results in vehicular or real property 
damage.
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Figure 19. Existing Walking & Bicycling Facilities
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Figure 20. Reported Bicycle Crashes (2017-2021) Figure 21. Reported Pedestrian Crashes (2017-2021)

Tight Roadway Curves are Prevalent throughout Stonecrest and Present Safety Challenges for Pedestrians & Bicyclists
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Future Analysis

The future analysis focuses on how Stonecrest is 
anticipated and desired to grow and change and 
how future growth may reflect new opportunities 
to prioritize walking and biking facilities.

This portion of the walking and propensity factors 
in population and employment forecasts from 
the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) as well 
as the future land use map within the City’s 
comprehensive plan that was adopted in 2019.

This informed the project team on where walking 
and bicycling infrastructure may be needed as 
Stonecrest continues to grow and become a more 
regional destination within metropolitan Atlanta 
through 2050.

Figure 22. 2050 Forecasted Population Growth

Development Adjacent to Arabia Mountain PATH Trail 
Southwest of Klondike Road @ Mall Parkway

FUTURE ANALYSIS

POPULATION & EMPLOYMENT FORECASTS

Using Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) 
Series 16 Population and Employment 
Forecasts through 2050, areas that are 
anticipated to absorb more population and 
employment can be prioritized for more 
relative likelihood of future walkers and bikers. 

Based on the map shown in Figure 22, higher 
population density is expected to materialize 
within Stonecrest in areas west of Panola Road 
as well as areas north of Rock Springs Road. 
The highest future population density within 
Stonecrest corresponds to Tract 233.09 north 
of Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) between 
Panola Road and Lithonia Industrial Boulevard; 
currently, this area has a concentration of 
townhomes and apartment complexes. 
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Figure 23. 2050 Forecasted Employment Growth

In terms of future employment density seen in 
Figure 23, the Panola Industrial area bounded 
by Miller Road to the west, Covington Highway 
(US 278/SR 12) to the north, Panola Road to 
the east, and I-20 to the south is expected 
to have the highest job density in the City by 
2050. Other areas of the City north of I-20 and 
east of Panola Road will also have somewhat 
higher job density compared to places near 
Arabia Mountain along with the Mall at 
Stonecrest. Therefore, investments in walking 
and bicycling infrastructure in these parts 
of the City best position existing and future 
Stonecrest residents, employees, and visitors 
for a safe and accommodating walking or 
bicycling experience.

Vacant Parcels Along Mall Parkway Present an Opportunity to 
Implement Walking and Bicycling Infrastructure

Construction on Interstate 20 Near Panola Road Interchange as 
seen from Hillandale Drive
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INTEGRATION WITH STONECREST 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND 
TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN

Comprehensive Plan 2038 - Future Land Use

As discussed in Chapter 2, the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan is largely rooted in 
the existing and future land use of the City. 
Utilizing the City’s Future Land Use map as 
shown in Figure 24, the project team was able 
to understand how the City wants to grow 
through 2038. There are eleven different land 
uses represented on this map:

• City Center - Promotes the 
concentration of residential and 
commercial uses, which serve 
surrounding communities in order to 
reduce automobile travel, promote 
walkability and increase transit usage.

• Conservation/Openspace - Consists 
of undeveloped natural lands, 
environmentally sensitive and 
conservation areas that are not 
suitable for development

• Heavy Industrial - Consists of land 
used for warehousing, distribution, 
manufacturing, assembly and 
processing.

• Institutional - Consist of large areas 
used for religious, civic, educational 
and governmental facilities.

• Light Industrial - Consists of areas 
used in low intensity manufacturing, 
including wholesale trade, and 
distribution activities that do not 
generate excessive noise, vibration, 
air pollution or other nuisance 
characteristics.

• Neighborhood Center - Consists of 
a neighborhood focal point with a 
concentration of activities such as 
general retail, neighborhood services, 
professional office, higher-density 
housing in the suggested range, and 
appropriate public open spaces that 
are easily accessible by pedestrians.

• Office Professional - Promotes the 

development of corporate style office 
parks and mid- to high-rise office 
buildings to provide a transitional 
land use between development nodes 
or other high intensity uses to the 
surrounding residential communities.

• Regional Center - Consists of a high 
intensity of regional commercial, 
office, employment areas, high density 
residential and higher-education 
facilities

• Rural Residential - Provides for areas 
that are suitable for low-density 
housing with densities of up to four 
(4) dwelling units per acre. Single-
family detached housing is the most 
appropriate type of development for 
this future land use.

• Suburban - Recognizes areas of the 
City that have developed in traditional 
suburban land use patterns while 
encouraging new development to 
have increased connectivity and 
accessibility. 

• Urban Neighborhood - Serves the 
style and appeal of older compact 
pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods 
and communities. The characteristics 
include higher pedestrian orientation, 
sidewalks and more grid-like street 
patterns.

The propensity analysis prioritizes streets 
adjacent to parcels with commercial (Regional, 
City, or Neighborhood Center), Conservation/
Open space, Institutional, and Urban or 
Suburban Neighborhood future land use 
designations. An update to Stonecrest’s 
Comprehensive Plan is will kick off in early 
2024 after the adoption of the Bicycle, 
Pedestrian & Trail Plan.

Transportation Master Plan Recommendations

The propensity analysis prioritizes locations 
with previously recommended bicycle 
and pedestrian projects within the City’s 
Transportation Master Plan adopted in 2020. 
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Figure 24. City of Stonecrest Future Land Use Map
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OVERALL PROPENSITY
The overall propensity analysis results (shown 
in Figure 30 are based on the cumulative 
overlap of the five overall components of 
walking and bicycling propensity (Community 
Demand, Addressing Equity, Points of 
Destination, Community Conditions & Future 
Analysis) described in the previous pages and 
reproduced in the maps below in Figure 25 
through Figure 29.

KEY FINDINGS

This propensity analysis shows that community 
demand is more spread throughout the City 
thanks to the juxtaposition of industrial and 
commercial areas with greenspace that both 
serve as demand generators. 

Figure 25. Propensity - Community Demand

COMMUNITY DEMAND

ADDRESSING EQUITY

POINTS OF DESTINATION

OVERALL PROPENSITY

COMMUNITY CONDITIONS

FUTURE ANALYSIS
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Areas with equity concerns are largely along 
the I-20 corridor but also along Rock Springs 
Road, Snapfinger Woods Drive, Hillandale 
Drive, Fairington Road, Chupp Road, Evans Mill 
Road, and Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) 
in the north central area of the City.

Points of destination are more concentrated 
on corridors such as Covington Highway (US 
278/SR 12), Panola Road, Miller Road, Salem 
Road, Mall Parkway, and Turner Hill Road. This 
captures which roads are most likely to be 
utilized to reach schools, parks, and other civic 
locations within and adjacent to the City.

The community conditions output shows that 
there is more propensity in industrial areas 
along Snapfinger Woods Drive and Panola 
Industrial Boulevard as well as along South 
Stone Mountain Lithonia Road. There is also 
higher propensity near Miller Grove and 
Lithonia High Schools along DeKalb Medical 
Parkway and Phillips Road, respectively. 

The future analysis propensity map cements 
the need for additional investment in walking 
and bicycling infrastructure within the City 
based on growth forecasts through 2050. 

The overall propensity indicates relatively 
more propensity in the more developed 
areas of Stonecrest such as along the I-20, 
Panola Road, and Mall at Stonecrest areas. 
Other corridors showing higher propensity 
for walking and bicycling include Covington 
Highway (US 278/SR 12), Evans Mill Road, 
Fairington Road, Hayden Quarry Road, 
Hillandale Drive, Klondike Road, Mall Parkway, 
Panola Road, South Stone Mountain Lithonia 
Road, and Turner Hill Road. The two major 
takeaways are that there needs to be better 
access to the existing trail network that 
serves Arabia Mountain and the South River 
along with access to transit stops along major 
arterials like Panola Road and Covington 
Highway as well as near the Mall at Stonecrest.

Figure 26. Propensity - Addressing Equity Figure 27. Propensity - Points of Destination
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Figure 29. Propensity - Future AnalysisFigure 28. Propensity - Community Conditions

Lack of Sidewalk Looking North on Lithonia Industrial Boulevard Near Railroad Crossing South of Marbut Road
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Figure 30. Overall Walking & Bicycling Propensity
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PROVIDING WALKING & BICYCLING 
ACCESS TO ARABIA MOUNTAIN 
AND TRAILS IS A PRIORITY FOR 
RESIDENTS OF STONECREST
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Chapter 4: Best 
Practices & Facility Types
OVERVIEW
Successful multimodal networks encompass 
a range of interconnected facilities that get 
people where they want to go, regardless of 
their mode of travel, age, or ability. Ideally, 
these networks are safe and comfortable for 
most users. The most successful networks 
consider not only the alignment and design of 
facilities, but also the people who use them, 
how they will use them, and how to access 
them. 

This chapter summarizes best practices from 
national, state, and regional sources. It covers 
topics related to planning and design of biking 
and walking facilities, offers suggestions about 
the types of facilities that will be beneficial 
to expanding connectivity in Stonecrest. 
It provides high level design guidance and 
considerations for a range of recommended 
facility types to accommodate biking and 
walking. 

Advisory Sight Distance and Driveway Signage Along Evans Mill Road Near Rockland Road
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BEST PRACTICES
Connectivity, safety, comfort, and accessibility are key features of successful biking and walking 
networks. Helping people feel safe and comfortable while biking and walking means providing 
sufficient buffers or separation between vehicular travel lanes and sidewalks, shared-use 
paths, and bike lanes. It is important that design of bikeways, trails, and sidewalks consider the 
surrounding context. Sometimes, the preferred facility type may not be feasible in a specific area 
given road design, development patterns, and surrounding land uses; however, incorporating a 
variety of facility types can enable a community to maintain connectivity in a variety of contexts. 
In some cases, this may mean pairing shared lane markings or a neighborhood greenway with 
sidewalk as an intermediate connection between two shared-use paths or trails.

Designing for safety and comfort may also mean providing adequate room for passing 
side-by-side on a shared-use path or separating bicyclists from pedestrians where space 
allows, providing enhanced treatments for crossing roads or using appropriate materials to 
accommodate a variety of modes of travel. Successful biking and walking networks also include 
wayfinding and directional signage, shade, places to stop and rest, and perhaps lighting, where 
appropriate, to attract and encourage a variety of users.

Ideally, in addition to providing seamless, interconnected networks, effective biking and walking 
systems provide a variety of experiences that conveniently connect residents and visitors to 
parks, schools, neighborhoods, public transportation, commercial areas, and places where 
people can experience nature and wildlife. Not every trail or bikeway needs to provide access to 
each of these destinations, so long as they are all served by the overall network. 

Beyond the physical infrastructure, communities with successful biking and walking networks 
engage local partners, community groups, advocacy organizations, and schools to support 
outreach, programming, and marketing to attract and encourage biking and walking, and 
sometimes to help with maintenance or enhancements like signage and public art. Even 
when shared-use paths and walkways connect important destinations, simply building the 
infrastructure may not be enough to get people to use it - making sure people know how to get 
to it, where it takes them, and creating a welcoming experience are also important. 
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Elements of a Successful Biking and 
Walking Network 

Successful biking and walking networks attract and 
accommodate a wide range of people traveling for 
a variety of purposes. Some are out for exercise 
and leisure or recreation, while others may 
travel on bike or foot to medical  appointment, 
work, or the grocery store. To that end, cohesive 
biking and walking networks should be designed 
to accommodate a range of trip type - from 
casual socializing to exercise and fitness and 
from outdoor recreation to utilitarian trips and 
commuting. 

Walking and biking are critical pieces of 
Stonecrest’s transportation system. While the 
share of workers use exclusively use biking and 
walking as a form of community to and from 
work, residents and visitors alike benefit from 
greater transportation and recreation choices. 
Investments in biking and walking facilities can 
improve safety, quality of life, business attraction 
and retention, property values, equity and overall 
mobility.  

Characteristics of a successful biking and walking 
network include: 

• A variety of experiences

• Safety and comfort for all ages and 
abilities

• Access to key destinations

• Interconnectivity - to and between  
existing and future planned facilities

• A range of facility types

• Gets people where they want to go

• Wayfinding and signage

• Safe and convenient crossings that 
minimize delay and out-of-direction  
travel

• Complementary facilities and amenities  
such as shade, trash cans, places to rest,  
seating, bike parking, and/or public art

Safety and 
Comfort

Quality 
Experience

Access and 
Connectivity

Variety of 
Activities
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NATIONAL RESOURCES
Transportation facility design guidance and 
standards in the U.S. are always evolving. 
Recognizing the growing interest in and demand 
for multimodal and non-motorized forms of 
transportation, agencies, professionals, and 
decision-makers are increasingly looking for 
ways to expand their multimodal networks to 
meet the needs and desires of communities 
today and into the future. The following 
summarizes some of the most relevant current 
guidance - it is meant to highlight important 
resources and design considerations, but is not 
exhaustive. Readers are encouraged to consult 
the resources on their own for more details and 
context to guide specific applications. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE 
HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION 
OFFICIALS GUIDES

The American Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
publishes guidelines and standards for design 
of bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The Guide 
for the Development of Bicycle Facilities (2012) 
provides guidance on dimensions, use, and 
layout of specific types of bicycle facilities, 
including width, striping requirements, signage 
and pavement markings. A forthcoming 5th 

Edition is anticipated to include emerging 
bikeway design treatments.35 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS

Accessibility standards issued under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) apply to 
places of public accommodation, commercial 
facilities, and state and local government 
facilities in new construction, alterations and 
additions. Chapter 4 includes provisions for 
accessible routes touching on walking surfaces, 
ramps, curb ramps, and clearances.36

35 American Association of State Highway & Transportation Officials (2012). Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities.
36 United States Access Board (2014). ADA Accessibility Standards. https://www.access-board.gov/ada/
37 United States Access Board (2023). Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in the Public Right-of-Way.  
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/08/2023-16149/accessibility-guidelines-for-pedestrian-facilities-in-the-
public-right-of-way
38 Federal Highway Administration (2015). Separated Bike Lane Planning and Design Guide.  
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/50857/dot_50857_DS1.pdf
39 Federal Highway Administration (2019). Bikeway Selection Guide.  

The Access Board has published new guidelines 
under the Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility 
Guidelines (PROWAG) that address access to 
sidewalks and streets, curb ramps, crosswalks, 
pedestrian signals, and other components 
of the public right-of-way. The final rule was 
published on August 8, 2023.37

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
GUIDES

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
has published several seminal reports 
and guides on the planning and design of 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 

The agency’s Separated Bike Lane Planning 
and Design Guide (2015) outlines planning 
considerations for separated bike lanes 
(sometimes also called “protected” bike lanes 
or “cycle tracks” depending on their design) and 
offers design guidance for one-way and two-way 
facilities. It provides guidance on the types and 
configuration of separation, considerations for 
midblock crossings, driveways, transit stops, 
parking, and loading zones. It also details 
considerations for intersection design, signage 
and pavement markings.38 

In 2019, FHWA published the Bikeway 
Selection Guide, which provides guidance and 
considerations for transportation practitioners 
in evaluating and selecting types of bicycle 
facilities that are appropriate for their 
communities. It includes sections on policy 
frameworks, factors that influence the bikeway 
selection process, strategies for selecting 
bikeways based on users and roadway context, 
and highlights real-world scenarios on a range 
of road types. It offers step-by-step planning 
guidance, principles of bicycle network design, 
user profiles, bikeway types and performance 
characteristics, and guidance for evaluating 
the feasibility of various bikeways.39 
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Another resource from FHWA, the Small 
Town and Rural Multimodal Networks guide 
(2016) is a design resource and idea book 
for small towns and rural communities. It is 
intended to bridge existing guidance on bicycle 
and pedestrian design often geared toward 
more urban places and their application in 
more rural settings. The guide encourages 
innovation in design treatments on lower 
volume roadways and highlights case studies 
of implementation in various communities.40 

INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORTATION 
ENGINEERS SEPARATED BIKEWAYS

The Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) 
Separated Bikeways report (2013) presents 
considerations for location, design, and 
operation of separate bikeways; summarizes 
safety studies; and presents the need for 
additional research that could assist in 
continued development of guidelines and 
standards.41 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasa18077.pdf
40 Federal Highway Administration (2016). Small Town and Rural Multimodal Networks. 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/publications/small_towns/fhwahep17024_lg.pdf
41 Institute of Transportation Engineers (2013). Separated Bikeways.  
https://ecommerce.ite.org/IMIS/ItemDetail?iProductCode=IR-135
42 National Association of City Transportation Officials (2013). Urban Street Design Guide.  
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
43 National Association of City Transportation Officials (2010). Urban Bikeway Design Guide.  

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CITY 
TRANSPORTATION OFFICIALS GUIDES

The National Association of City 
Transportation Officials (NACTO) has published 
several nationally recognized guides for the 
design of urban streets and bicycle facilities. 
Used by cities across the U.S. and around the 
world, they offer guidance on the current 
state-of-the-practice designs for cities seeking 
to improve transportation in areas where 
people and uses often compete for limited 
space in the public right-of-way. Rather than 
offer engineering specifications or standards, 
NACTO offers guidance and considerations, 
many of which are supported by FHWA when 
used in conjunction with standard engineering 
manuals and the Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD).

The Urban Street Design Guide - Offers a vision 
for complete streets and design guidance for 
streets, intersections, and controls as part of a 
toolbox for making streets safer, more livable, 
and more economically vibrant. Includes 
guidance on interim design strategies as well.42 

Urban Bikeway Design Guide - Provides state-
of-the practice solutions that help create 
complete streets that are safe and enjoyable. 
Structured as a series of treatments with three 
levels of guidance (required, recommended, 
and optional). Current treatments include bike 
lanes, intersection treatments, cycle tracks, 
bicycle signals, bikeway signing and marking, 
bicycle boulevards, and designing for all ages 
and abilities.43 (Note: through 2022 and 2023, 
NACTO is releasing chapters of bike design 
guidance in the form of working papers that 
cover gaps in vetted guidance, which will inform 
a forthcoming third edition of the guide).

Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacon on Klondike Road Near 
Vaughter’s Farm Trailhead
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FEBRUARY 2019

BIKEWAY SELECTION GUIDE

Examples of best practice design guidance.  
Credits: Top: National Association of City Transportation Officials. Bottom: Federal Highway Administration. 
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LOCAL AND REGIONAL RESOURCES

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION PEDESTRIAN AND 
STREETSCAPE GUIDE

Last updated in 2021, the Guide provides 
“guidelines and best practices for the design 
of streets and roadways that support safe 
multimodal travel.”44 Although the guide 
includes some information on planning safe 
streets for pedestrians, the focus is on good 
design. Specifically, it provides guidance on 
how to design pedestrian infrastructure and 
create a comfortable, connected network 
in which people can walk. Guidance is 
provided on vehicle speeds, traffic calming, 
typical sections, intersections, traffic signals, 
streetscape elements, pedestrian safety in 
work zones, and more. The Guide is intended 
for use by design practitioners, planners, 
elected officials, developers, advocates, and 
public works or transportation departments. 

GDOT DESIGN POLICY MANUAL 

The Design Policy Manual is the primary 
resource for design guidelines and 
standards adopted by GDOT for all modes of 
transportation. It is updated regularly and lives 
on GDOT’s website for use by practitioners 
and decision-makers. It presents both 
recommended and required design criteria, 
including accommodations for pedestrians and 
bicyclists based on criteria from FHWA and 
AASHTO.45 

https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/
44 Georgia Department of Transportation (2021). GDOT Pedestrian and Streetscape Guide, p. 1-1.  
https://www.dot.ga.gov/DriveSmart/Travel/BikePed/PSG.pdf
45 Georgia Department of Transportation (2023). GDOT Design Policy Manual.  
https://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/DesignPolicy/GDOT-DPM.pdf
46 Atlanta Regional Commission (2016). Walk. Bike. Thrive!  
https://atlantaregional.org/plans-reports/bike-pedestrian-plan-walk-bike-thrive/
47 Atlanta Regional Commission (2020). Safe Streets for Walking & Bicycling.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/arc-safe-streets-webview-revjan20.pdf
48 Atlanta Regional Commission (2019). Regional Workbook for Complete Streets.  
https://cdn.atlantaregional.org/wp-content/uploads/arc-complete-streets-workbook-webview.pdf

ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION 
RESOURCES

The Atlanta Regional Commission published 
Walk. Bike. Thrive! in 2016, followed by several 
companion reports, including Safe Streets 
for Walking and Bicycling and a Regional 
Workbook for Complete Streets. The main 
report establishes goals to help the region 
increase connectivity and safety for biking and 
walking, via five key strategies to increase the 
share of trips made on foot or by bike.46

Safe Streets for Walking and Bicycling is 
specifically focused on reducing traffic 
fatalities in Metro Atlanta. It establishes a 
regional approach to eliminating fatal and 
serious injury crashes through a targeted 
approach, data-driven solutions, strategies 
for action, and evaluation and research. 
Specifically, it provides guidance on identifying 
risk factors, setting targets, establishing 
policy priorities, and using evidence-based 
countermeasures to eliminate risks.47 

The Complete Streets Workbook is a reference 
for local governments regarding project 
prioritization, funding, and design decisions. 
It offers guidance for addressing key regional 
issues related to the lack of interconnected 
sidewalks, lack of accessibility to enable 
shorter and safer trips, and strategies such as 
pedestrian islands, pedestrian hybrid beacons, 
and bike lanes.48 

Collectively, these resources provide guidance 
on design elements and other considerations 
that will help pedestrian and bicycle focused 
projects qualify for funding from ARC.
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ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE 

BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 

The League of American Bicyclists has a 
“Bicycle Friendly America”49 program that 
provides advocates and changemakers with a 
roadmap and hands-on assistance to create 
places that are more welcoming to bicyclists. 
As of May 2023, more than 506 “Bicycle 
Friendly Communities” have been designated. 
Designation in the program is based on 
meeting several criteria, organized in the 5 Es 
for a Bicycle Friendly America: 

• Equity and Accessibility - A bicycle 
friendly America for everyone

• Engineering - Creating safe and 
convenient places to ride and park

• Education - Giving people of all ages 
and abilities the skills and confidence 
to ride

• Encouragement - Creating a strong 
bike culture that welcomes and 
celebrates bicycling

• Evaluation and Planning - Planning 
for bicycling as a safe and viable 
transportation option

• Resources and Background - Removing 
enforcement from the 5 E framework

WALK FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES 

The Walk Friendly Communities program50 
recognizes places that show commitment 
to improving and sustaining walkability and 
pedestrian safety through comprehensive 
programs, plans, and policies. Several 
communities in Georgia have been recognized, 
including Atlanta, Decatur, and Roswell. The 
program looks for elements that encourage 
and recognize the safety, health, equity, 
environment, and economic benefits of 
creating places that are more conducive to 
walking. A self-assessment tool can help 
determine if a community is eligible to apply. 

49 League of American Bicyclists (n.d.). Bicycle Friendly America. https://bikeleague.org/bfa/
50 University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center (n.d.). Walk Friendly Communities. https://www.walkfriendly.org/
51 Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (n.d.). Safe Routes to School Guide. http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/steps/index.cfm

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program is 
an opportunity to make walking and biking 
to school safer and increase the number of 
students who choose to walk or bike to school. 
This can help improve kids health and well-
being, improve air quality, and ease traffic 
congestion near schools.  

The National Safe Routes to School Guide51 
provides a framework for creating an SRTS 
program, which includes several steps:

• Bring together the right people and 
form a coalition or committee of 
people who want to make biking and 
walking to school safer and more 
appealing to kids. 

•  Hold an initial meeting to generate a 
vision and identify next steps. 

• Gather information and identify issues 
in the local community, including 
routes that lead to school, safety data, 
and existing policies. 

• Identify potential solutions and 
opportunities to address identified 
issues. Solutions can include 
a combination of education, 
encouragement, enforcement, and 
engineering strategies. 

• Make a plan. The plan should include 
elements from each of the strategies 
listed above, a timeline for executing 
the strategies, a map of the area, and 
information about how the plan will be 
evaluated. 

• Identify potential funding sources and 
seek funding for plan implementation. 
Funds may come from a variety of 
sources, including the Georgia SRTS 
program. 

• Final steps include acting on or 
implementing the plan and evaluating 
it along the way to continue making 
improvements.
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TRAILS AND PATHS PROVIDE 
IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR RECREATION AS WELL AS 

TRANSPORTATION
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FACILITY TYPES
The most successful biking and walking networks offer a variety of types of facilities that can be 
adapted to suit nearly any context. The City of Stonecrest’s current biking and walking network 
is comprised primarily of sidewalk and shared-use paths or trails along with some on-street 
bicycle lanes. It includes both paved and unpaved trails, some with boardwalk, some alongside 
roadways, and some through parks or other natural areas. To complement and build upon this 
diversity, the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trail Plan recommends further defining these types of 
facilities and expanding the network to include several new facility types. The recommended 
typologies take into consideration the physical settings of proposed walkways and bikeways, 
as well as their role in connecting existing and proposed future facilities, and their intended 
purpose and target audiences. The typologies also aim to address plan priorities: providing safe 
passage to residents, visitors, and workers; filling gaps in the existing network; and providing 
access to schools, parks, essential services, and public transit.

Within an overarching framework of a biking and walking network, there are both on-street 
and off-street facilities, paths for biking, hiking, walking, and rolling, as well as dedicated places 
to cross roads. Distinctions are often drawn between shared-use paths or trails along side 
roadways - often called “sidepaths” - and paths within their own right-of-way. There are also 
many other ways to think of and classify walkways and bikeways: by surface type (paved or 
unpaved), the intended users (pedestrians, cyclists, or both), and the physical setting of the 
trail (urban or suburban commercial areas or natural settings and greenspaces). The following 
sections offer design considerations and guidance that can help with future planning and design 
of Stonecrest’s growing biking and walking network. They provide a useful way of thinking about 
the various types of facilities that can be used to create a cohesive, connected network that gets 
people where they want to go, connects existing facilities, and provides access to important 
destinations. 
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SIDEWALK

Sidewalk or walkways are those portions of 
streets or roadway rights-of-way that provide 
space for people to walk, run, skate, or use 
a wheelchair. They represent a significant 
portion of the public realm - places where 
people interact, for social and economic 
activity, and providing access to and between 
residential areas, commercial zones, schools, 
parks, and other essential services.

Sidewalks should be designed for people of all 
ages and abilities to use. Generally, sidewalks 
are located immediately behind the curb and 
should preferably be offset from the roadway 
to provide a buffer between vehicular traffic 
and pedestrians. In some cases, based on local 
codes, the context, and level of pedestrian 
activity, buffers can be wider to allow for 
landscaping or a furniture zone. 

Sidewalk should be a minimum of five feet 
wide and meet the requirements of PROWAG 
for ADA-compliance, including for curb ramps 
and crossings. Sidewalk can be thought of as 
comprised of three zones: the frontage zone, 
which is the area that acts as an extension of 
buildings - the space immediately adjacent 
to a building; the pedestrian through zone 
- the primary accessible walkway that runs 
parallel to the street; and the greenspace or 
street furniture zone - the area between the 
sidewalk and curb which can accommodate 
a grass buffer, trees, or other amenities like 
benches or lighting. 

User Types

• Pedestrians - people walking for 
transportation and recreation purposes 

• Dog walkers, runners, strollers, skaters, 
wheelchair users, people taking public 
transit

• Kids on bikes
Considerations

• Consider the existing and anticipated 
pedestrian volumes and surrounding 
land uses and context to determine 
appropriate dimensions

• In areas with higher levels of 
pedestrian activity, amenities may 
include landscaping, seating, shade

• Lighting may be provided along some 
roads, depending on context

Design Guidance

• Minimum 5 feet wide, preferred 6 feet
• Should be accompanied by a clear 

zone and/or greenspace or furniture 
zone that provides at least 2 feet of 
separation between the curb and the 
sidewalk

• The grade of the sidewalk should not 
exceed that of the adjacent street or 
road and running slope should not 
exceed 5 percent 

• Cross slope of 2 percent should 
be provided to facilitate adequate 
drainage

• Wayfinding and regulatory signage 
should be provided 

• Sidewalks should be accompanied by 
high-visibility crosswalks at signalized 
intersections and midblock locations, 
with pedestrian countdown signals 
where appropriate

Example Sidewalk in a Suburban Setting
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Facility Types

A successful biking and walking network should 
include a variety of facilities that enable people 
of all ages and abilities to comfortably travel via 
a variety of modes. To that end, the Stonecrest 
Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trail Plan include 
recommendations for several key facility types.

It should be noted that the guidance provided in 
this section is just that - guidance. It is not meant 
to be prescriptive and, as noted elsewhere in 
this chapter, there are many sources of design 
guidance and variations on facility types - 
especially some of the more innovative types, 
like neighborhood greenways and cul-de-sac 
connectors.

• Sidewalk

• Shared-Use Path

• Protected or Buffered Bicycle Lane

• Shared Lane Markings

• Neighborhood Greenway

• Cul-de-Sac Connector

Crossing Treatments

Additionally, the Plan recommends several 
types of crossing treatments to enhance and 
complement recommended sidewalk and bike/trail 
projects as part of the expansion of the overall 
biking and walking network. These are highly 
dependent on location and context, as with the 
linear facility types above, and should be designed 
according to GDOT, AASHTO, and other standards. 
Recommended crossing improvements include: 

• Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons

• Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons

• Intersection Crossing Enhancements

Neighborhood 
Greenway

Cul-de-Sac 
Connector

Protected or 
Buffered Bike Lane

Shared Lane 
Marking

Sidewalk Shared-Use Path

Rectangular Rapid 
Flashing Beacon

Pedestrian Hybrid 
Beacon

Intersection Crossing 
Enhancement
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SHARED-USE PATHS

Shared-use paths are also sometimes called 
multi-use paths or trails are designed for 
use by pedestrians and cyclists - hence, 
“shared-” use or “multi-” use. They serve both 
transportation and recreational needs and 
can be alongside roadways (where they are 
sometimes called “sidepaths”) or in their own 
independent right-of-way, such as through a 
park or along a creek. 

Shared-use paths along roadways tend to 
be more transportation oriented and are 
designed to provide access and connections 
to residential and commercial areas and 
destinations such as schools or parks. Shared-
use paths alongside roadways should be a 
minimum of ten feet wide - preferably wider 
where space allows - with a minimum five-
foot buffer between the path and the curb. 
Recreational paths tend to be similar in width 
to paths alongside roadways, but may not have 
the same buffer requirements since they are 
away from vehicular traffic.  

Shared-use paths offer a more comfortable 
experience for cyclists compared to 
conventional bike lanes because they are 
located behind the curb. Likewise, shared-
use paths can be more comfortable than 
conventional sidewalks because they are 
wider, allowing people to pass each other 
more comfortably, and they have a wider 
buffer from the curb. 

Examples of shared-use paths in and around 
Stonecrest include the portion of the Arabia 
Mountain Trail, where it runs parallel to 
Browns Mill Road. 

User Types

• People traveling for recreation and 
transportation purposes

• Pedestrians, bicyclists, dog walkers, 
runners, strollers, skaters, wheelchair 
users

Considerations

• Speed differential between pedestrians 
and cyclists and mixing of users may 
warrant separating direction of travel - 
a yellow or other centerline stripe can 
be used

• In areas of higher activity, wider paths 
may be needed 

• Potential for conflicts at intersections 
and driveways - drivers may be less 
likely to notice non-motorized traffic 
on separate paths; consider design 
treatments based on speed limits, 
traffic volumes, and number of lanes

Guidance

• Minimum 10 feet wide, preferably 12 
feet or wider in higher activity areas; 
5-foot minimum buffer along roads 
with 35 mph speed limit or higher and 
horizontal clearance of at least 2 feet 
depending on speed of adjacent traffic 

• Where paths are along roads, grade 
should not exceed that of the street

• Wayfinding, regulatory, and etiquette 
signage should be provided 

• Lighting may be installed at 
intersections as needed by use and 
location, including at intersections with 
other trails

Shared-Use Path Alongside Roadway in Smyrna, GA
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SHARED LANE MARKINGS 

Shared lane markings (SLMs), also sometimes 
called “Sharrows,” are road markings used 
to indicate a shared environment for bicycles 
and automobiles. They can both help alert 
motorists to and reinforce the presence of 
bicycles on the street. They also recommend 
proper positioning of bicycles within the 
roadway and can indicate a proper path 
for bicyclists through potentially difficult or 
hazardous situations such as intersections 
or railroad tracks. They may also serve as 
directional route guidance and wayfinding. 

Sharrows are intended to complement and 
help complete a bicycle network and should 
not be used as a primary facility type or 
substitute for bike lanes, protected bicycle 
lanes, or other treatments. They have been 
demonstrated to increase the distance 
between bicyclists and parked cars, reducing 
the likelihood of cyclists being “doored.”

Shared Lane Marking on Low-Volume Street, Atlanta, GA

User Types

• Recreational and commuter bicyclists
• Most ages and abilities including 

bicyclists ranging from less experienced 
to enthusiastic and confident 

Considerations

• Sharrows can fill gaps in otherwise 
continuous bike lanes or paths for 
short distances

• Sharrows can be used to designate 
movement and positioning of bicycles 
through intersections, including 
through a combined bike/turn lane

• Sharrows can help transition 
bicyclists across traffic lanes or 
from conventional bike lanes or 
protected bike lanes to a shared lane 
environment

• Sharrows may be placed in the center 
of a lane between wheel treads to 
minimize wear

Guidance

• Sharrows are intended for use on low-
speed, low-volume streets to indicate a 
shared environment

• Generally not appropriate on streets 
with a speed limit above 35 mph

• Sharrows are indicated by a bicycle and 
chevron symbol as shown at left

• They shall not be used on shoulders, 
in designate bike lanes or to designate 
bicycle detection at signalized 
intersections

• On streets without on-street parallel 
parking, sharrows should be placed 
at least 4 feet from the curb or edge 
of travelway (11 feet where on-street 
parallel parking is present)

• Frequent, visible placement of 
markings is important - every 250 to 
500 feet is recommended

• Sharrows may be accompanied by 
directional and wayfinding signs

• See MUTCD 9C.07 for more details
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BUFFERED OR PROTECTED BICYCLE LANES

Bicycle lanes are facilities located within or 
directly adjacent to the roadway which are 
reserved for preferential or exclusive use by 
people riding bicycles (in some communities, 
they may also be used by people riding electric 
scooters). They should be considered on roads 
where adjacent land uses are conducive to 
trips served by variety modes. 

Bike lanes help communicate expected 
maneuvers and facilitate predicable 
behavior among bicyclists and motorists. 
Design guidelines for bike lanes vary widely 
depending on the location and context, 
including factors such as posted speed limit, 
traffic volume, width and number of lanes, 
topography, and other factors. 

Buffered bike lanes are conventional bike 
lanes with a marked buffer separating a bike 
lane from adjacent vehicular travel lanes 
(or parking lane). They provide greater shy 
distance between motor vehicles and bicyclists 
and space for bicyclists to pass one another 
without encroaching into the vehicular lane.  

Physically separated bicycle lanes, also called 
cycle tracks, use a range of protection from 
vehicular traffic. They may be combined with 
parking lanes or other barriers between the 
cycle track and vehicular travel lanes.

User Types

• Transportation oriented bicyclists
• Most ages and abilities including 

bicyclists ranging from less experienced 
to enthusiastic and confident 

Considerations

• Buffered bike lanes may be used 
anywhere a standard bike lane is being 
considered

• Buffered bike lanes are especially 
appropriate on streets with higher 
travel speeds, higher traffic volumes, 
and/or higher volumes of trucks

• Protected bike lanes (cycle tracks) are 
appropriate on streets that increase 

Example of Buffered Bike Lane, Louisville, KY

bicyclist stress, such as multiple 
lanes, high traffic volumes, or high 
speed traffic; while there are no U.S. 
standards for traffic volumes that 
warrant cycle tracks, several agencies 
provide guidance (including FHWA)

Guidance

• Bicycle lane symbol, word, and/
or arrow markings shall be used to 
define the bike lane and designate that 
portion of the street for preferential 
use by bicyclists 

• One-way separated bike lanes should 
be at least 5 feet wide, preferably 6 or 
greater where space permits for rider 
safety and comfort

• Buffers shall be at least 18 inches wide, 
marked with 2 solid white lines; for 
clarity, consider dashing the buffer 
boundary where cars are expected to 
cross, such as at driveways

• Buffers shall be marked with diagonal 
cross hatching or chevron markings if 3 
or more feet wide

• Pavement markings may be 
accompanied by bollards, flexible 
delineators, or other forms of physical 
separation (like raised elements, 
similar to parking stops)
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NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAY  

Neighborhood greenways are generally 
on-street bikeways that may include paved 
shoulders, shared lanes, or dedicated lanes 
- ideally accompanied by parallel sidewalks. 
They help to fill gaps between dedicated 
facilities within or provide connections 
to other parts of the overall biking and 
walking network, especially in residential 
areas. Considered part of the larger bikeway 
network, they link shared-use paths or 
bikeways even though they may not be in the 
dedicated right-of-way.

User Types

• Pedestrians, runners, dog walkers, 
strollers, wheelchair users 

• Bicyclists of all ages and abilities
• Recreational and commuter cyclists 

Neighborhood Greenway with Traffic Calming, Portland, OR

Considerations

• Factor in the distance to destinations 
and nearby connecting facilities (e.g., 
bike lanes, sidewalks, trails, or paths), 
population density, and adjacent 
land uses when identifying candidate 
locations

• Consider roadway speed, traffic 
volumes, number of lanes, 
connectivity/accessibility to 
destinations when identifying potential 
facilities 

• Neighborhood greenways make 
good connectors between existing or 
planned segments of trails, bikeways, 
or other networks where space 
constraints or other factors prevent 
dedicated facilities

• Consider enhanced treatments, 
including pavement markings and 
signage at intersections

Guidance

• Most suitable for low-volume, low-
speed roadways

• Use striping, green pavement 
markings, bicycle symbols, and others 
alongside directional and wayfinding 
signage - frequent, consistent markings 
and symbols are important

• Bikeways should be at least 5 feet 
wide, more where space allows

• Directional and wayfinding signage 
along with etiquette signage is 
recommended to encourage trip 
planning and reduce potential user 
conflicts -

• Consider the width of the road, 
traffic volume, and travel speeds 
to determine appropriate types of 
facilities
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CUL-DE-SAC CONNECTOR

Cul-de-sac connectors serve to provide 
greater access to trails, parks, neighborhoods, 
and other streets. They are relatively short 
segments that create links between otherwise 
disjointed portions of the low-stress walking 
and biking network. They are intended to 
provide convenient access between existing 
bikeways or walkways that reduce the need 
for out-of-direction travel or use of higher-
stress roadways. These connector facilities 
may be utilized by both pedestrians and 
bicyclists, and are generally built at-grade and 
paved, to ensure the greatest accessibility. 
There is no standard or conventional design 
for these connector facilities. 

They tend to pass directly through or adjacent 
to residential areas in order to improve access 
to nearby amenities. Surface materials vary 
based upon the specific setting and context. In 
some cases, they are simple marked pathways 
between neighborhoods. In other cases, 
small segments of paved concrete or asphalt 
surface material are added to facilitate the 
connection. They can be built on dedicated 
public rights-of-way or on sidewalk easements. 
Most are marked with small-scale signs to 
indicate where connections are provided. 

User Types

• Pedestrians, cyclists, runners, strollers, 
dog walkers, wheelchair users

• Primarily recreational users with low to 
moderate volume by local residents

• Some transportation uses, particularly 
in areas near destinations such as 
parks or schools

• Pedestrians, bicyclists, dog walkers, 
runners, strollers, wheelchair users 
(depending on surface)

Example Cul-de-Sac Connector in Kennesaw, GA

Considerations

• Corridor widths should allow for 
sufficient screening or buffering from 
adjacent properties

• Connections may be provided between 
lots in subdivisions where appropriate 
easements allow

• Consider whether limited amenities, 
such as trash receptacles, dog waste 
stations, and public art may be 
appropriate

Guidance

• Provide connections to adjacent land 
uses, existing or planned sidewalks and 
bikeways 

• Widths vary according to space 
constraints, environmental conditions, 
and engineering judgment 

• Provide wayfinding and directional 
signage, consistent with other trail/
route signage

202

Item XIII. a.



62

STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

CROSSING OPPORTUNITIES
Safe and comfortable dedicated places for pedestrians and bicyclists to cross roads are key 
components of effective biking and walking network. The design and treatment of crossings 
- whether at intersections or midblock locations - is an important component of the overall 
network. Crossings can be challenging for users to navigate - having to anticipate driver 
behavior, be aware of other cyclists or pedestrians, and watch for vehicles in multiple directions. 
These are places where pedestrians and cyclists can be the most vulnerable. Design and 
placement of crossings should take into consideration these and other factors, following national 
and local standards and best practices. The following sections summarize high-level guidance on 
a few types of crossings and intersection enhancements. 
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PEDESTRIAN HYBRID BEACONS

Pedestrian-activated devices designed to warn 
and control traffic at midblock locations and 
uncontrolled intersections to assist pedestrians 
in crossing. Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons (PHBs) 
consist of a signal head with two red lenses 
over a single yellow lens to slow and then 
stop vehicular traffic, allowing pedestrians to 
cross. They are intermediates between flashing 
beacons and full pedestrian signals because 
they assign right of way, provide positive stop 
control, and they allow motorists to proceed 
once the pedestrians have cleared their travel 
lane(s). PHBs have been shown to reduce 
pedestrian crashes by up to 55% and to reduce 
fatal and serious injury crashes by up to 15%.52

In general, they should be used in locations 
where it is difficult for pedestrians to cross a 
roadway, such as when gaps in traffic are not 
sufficient or where speed limits are 35mph or 
greater. They are especially effective on multi-
lane roadways (3 or more lanes) and annual 
average daily traffic volumes of 9,000 or more.

If there are not already PHBs in the 
community, it is recommended that agencies 
conduct outreach and education as part 
of implementation to increase community 
understanding and the likelihood of 
compliance.  

52 Federal Highway Administration (2021). Proven Safety Countermeasures, Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons.  
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/pedestrian-hybrid-beacons

Considerations

• Generally appropriate for multi-lane 
crossings on roads with posted speed 
limits of 35mph or more

• May be used in conditions where gaps 
in traffic are not sufficient to allow 
pedestrians to safety cross 

• May be considered for installation 
to facilitate pedestrian crossings at 
a location that does not meet traffic 
signal warrants or at a location that 
meets warrants but a decision is made 
not to install a traffic control signal 
(MUTCD Section 4F.01)

Guidance

• Must include marked crosswalk, 
pedestrian countdown signals, and 
signage per the MUTCD

• PHBs should be installed at least 100 
feet from side streets or driveways that 
are controlled by stop or yield signs

For details, see the MUTCD.

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon, Phoenix, AZ
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RECTANGULAR RAPID FLASHING BEACON  

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) 
can be used to increase pedestrian conspicuity 
and increase driver awareness at uncontrolled, 
marked crosswalks to accompany pedestrian 
warning signs and marked crosswalks. RRFBs 
are pedestrian-activated devices with two 
rectangular, yellow flashing indications that 
alert motorists to the presence of pedestrians 
at the crosswalk. 

RRFBs are appropriate for many types of 
crossings and have been shown to increase 
motor vehicle yielding compliance at crossings 
of multi-lane or higher volume roadways. They 
are especially effective on multi-lane crossings 
with posted speed limits of 40mph or less. 
Research has shown that RRFBs can reduce 
pedestrian crashes by up to 47%.53 

53 Federal Highway Administration (2021). Proven Safety Countermeasures, Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB). 
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/rectangular-rapid-flashing-beacons-rrfb

Considerations

• Engineering judgment and the context 
of the location - especially traffic 
volume, number and width of lanes, 
speed limit, and sight distance - should 
be taken into account when identifying 
potential locations for midblock 
crossings 

• Where space and conditions permit, 
RRFBs should be paired with median 
refuge islands which help improve 
crossing by shortening the crossing 
distance and allowing pedestrians to 
cross one direction of traffic at a time 

• They may be used to supplement 
standard pedestrian, school, or trail 
crossing warning signs mounted on 
posts along the road

• It is recommended to reserve the use 
of RRFBs for locations with significant 
pedestrian safety concerns, as over-use 
may diminish their effectiveness

Guidance

• Can be used at locations that are more 
than 400 feet from an existing traffic 
signal

• RRFBs should be placed on both 
sides of a crosswalk; if used with a 
pedestrian refuge island or other 
type of median, install RRFBs on the 
right side of the crosswalk and in the 
median rather than the far side of the 
roadway 

• RRFBs should be paired with high-
visibility marked crosswalks and 
pedestrian warning signs

• Agencies should not use RRFBs for 
crosswalk approaches controlled 
by yield or stop signs, traffic control 
signals, or pedestrian hybrid beacons, 
except for the approach to or egress 
from a roundabout

For details, see the MUTCD.Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon, Valdosta, GA
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INTERSECTION CROSSING ENHANCEMENTS

Existing crossings throughout Stonecrest 
include a variety of marked crosswalks, 
signalized pedestrian crossings, and rectangular 
rapid flashing beacons. In some cases, 
intersections may be marked with a crosswalk 
but do not include any pedestrian countdown 
signals or vice versa. In other cases, marked 
crosswalks are worn and faded or pedestrian 
landing zones and pedestrian curb ramps have 
been damaged by vehicles driving over them. 
Signs may also be missing or damaged. 

Throughout the City, signalized and 
unsignalized intersections can be enhanced 
with high visibility crosswalk markings, 
pedestrian and/or bicycle signals, signage, 
Leading Pedestrian Intervals, lighting, 
and other treatments. While there is no 
standard for what an “Intersection Crossing 
Enhancement” may look like, the following 
guidance may be helpful in applying a variety 
of treatments at select locations. 

Considerations

• For roads with traffic volumes 10,000+ 
AADT, a marked crosswalk is generally 
not sufficient

• Advance warning signs should be 
placed ahead of marked crosswalks

• Medians or refuge islands may be 
appropriate on multi-lane roads with 
high traffic volumes and vehicle speeds

Leading Pedestrian Intervals

• Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPIs) 
give pedestrians the opportunity to 
enter the crosswalk at a signalized 
intersection at least 3 seconds before 
vehicles are given a green indication

• They can increase visibility of 
pedestrians (or cyclists) in the 
crosswalk, reduce conflicts between 
vehicles and pedestrians, and increase 
the likelihood of motorists yielding to 
people crossing

54 Federal Highway Administration (2021). Proven Safety Countermeasures, Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements.  
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/crosswalk-visibility-enhancements

High Visibility Crosswalks

• High-visibility crosswalks use 
patterns that are visible to drivers 
and pedestrians from farther away, 
compared to traditional transverse line 
crosswalks, such as a ladder- or zebra-
pattern

• Agencies should use durable materials 
- inlay or thermoplastic tape, instead of 
paint

• They can reduce pedestrian injury 
crashes by up to 40%54 

Improved Lighting 

• The goal of crosswalk lighting should 
be to illuminate with positive contrast 
- to make it easier for drivers to visually 
identify pedestrians 

• Lights should be positioned carefully to 
avoid creating silhouette effects

Enhanced Signing and Pavement Markings 

• ‘Yield to pedestrian’ or ‘Stop here 
for pedestrian’ signs can be used in 
advance of marked crosswalks on 
multi-lane roadways 

• Signs can be supplemented with Stop 
or Yield bar pavement markings

High-Visibility Crosswalk with Pedestrian Countdown Signal, 
Cobb County, GA
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THE PROJECT TEAM REACHED PEOPLE 
ACROSS THE CITY THROUGH VARIOUS 
FORMS OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT TO 
UNDERSTAND WHERE WALKING AND 
BICYCLING TAKE PLACE

207

Item XIII. a.



67

Chapter 5: Public 
Outreach & Engagement
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
The Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan 
is based on an intentional and guided public 
engagement process. This process played 
an integral role in identifying community 
concerns and guiding potential solutions. 

This chapter summarizes the various public 
engagement activities and mechanisms used 
during each phase of the planning effort, 
as well as how that engagement influenced 
and affected the planning process and 
recommendations overall.

Forms of Public Engagement

The public engagement strategy for the City of 
Stonecrest’s Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trail Plan 
was to provide an array of methods for receiving 
feedback and comments from the public, thereby 
meeting the diverse needs and lives of the City’s 
residents. This included conducting pop-up events, 
more formal community open houses, and targeted 
engagement with community stakeholders as well 
as attending and gaining feedback at community 
events. The project team also developed and 
maintained an online engagement website. 

2 POP-UP EVENTS

2 COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSES

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY & 
SPLOST OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

STONECREST CITY COUNCIL
Discussion of Draft Bicycle & Trail Master Plan at the Second 
Community Open House in October 2023
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PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARIES & 
FEEDBACK

COMMUNITY POP-UP EVENTS

Project team members facilitated two pop-up 
engagement events on Saturday July 15, 2023 
to capture input on priorities for growing the 
city’s bicycle, pedestrian, and trail network. 
Hosting a pop-up kiosk at an already planned 
community event allowed the project team 
to access members of the public where they 
are or whose schedules may not have allowed 
them to attend one of the project’s more 
formal community open houses. 

The project team facilitated the first pop-up 
event the morning of Saturday, July 15th at 
an Arabia Mountain PATH system trailhead 
located at Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature 
Preserve. This location was selected to engage 
with residents and visitors accessing the City’s 
trail network for recreational purposes. The 
second pop-up event occurred the afternoon 
of July 15th in conjunction with the City’s 
annual Back-to-School event at the Browns 
Mill Recreation Center. This event was chosen 
so that the project team could understand 
what investments were needed to enable to 
allow students and children to safely walk or 
bike in their neighborhoods or to nearby parks 
or schools.

At each event, two interactive display boards 
asked members of the public to identify which 
strategies the City should employ to improve 
its bicycling and walking network, as well as 
what types of facilities the City should invest 
in to improve network connectivity. The 
project team spoke with dozens of community 
members across both pop-up events and 
received informative feedback that was largely 
in favor of providing more opportunities for 
people of many ages and abilities to walk or 
bike within Stonecrest. Filling gaps in the City’s 
existing sidewalk network and providing access 
to schools and parks were the community’s 
most important priorities, while sidewalks 
were the community’s most preferred type 
of facility investment. Full responses and a 
summary of them is included in Appendix A. City’s Back to School Event in July 2023

EACH POP-UP EVENT WAS 
CHOSEN IN AN EFFORT TO 
ENGAGE WITH MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY THAT WERE LIKELY 
TO BE FREQUENT USERS OF THE 
CITY’S BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN AND 
TRAIL INFRASTRUCTURE. 

Community Member Adds Sticker to Interactive Board during 
Pop-Up Event at Davidson-Arabia Nature Preserve Trailhead
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COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSES

First Community Open House - July 2023

The project team hosted the first of two 
Community Open Houses the evening of 
Tuesday, July 25th at Stonecrest City Hall to 
convey information about the City’s existing 
walking and bicycling conditions and propensity 
as well as to solicit input on priorities for 
future investments in the bicycling, walking, 
and trail network. The project team advertised 
the meeting through the City’s social media 
channel, the City website, and the project 
website as well as by handing out fliers during 
the community pop-up events. These outreach 
methods helped drive attendance to the 
community open house.

The Community Open House provided 
attendees with an opportunity to participate 
in the same interactive activities presented 
at the community pop-up events - to solicit 
input from the community members on their 
priorities for improving the biking and walking 
network as well as preferred facility types. 
Additionally, the public meeting featured a 
larger map of the City upon which attendees 
were asked to provide specific input on 
places where they would like to see expanded 
bicycling and walking facilities. 

Feedback received at the first community 
open house largely matched the feedback 
received at the two in-person pop-up 
events in that filling sidewalk gaps and 
providing access to schools and parks were 
the community’s most important priorities, 
while sidewalks were the community’s most 
preferred type of facility investment. 

Community Member Input on the Interactive Map During the 
First Community Open House

THE PROJECT TEAM SOUGHT 
TO UNDERSTAND WHAT TYPES 
OF WALKING AND BICYCLING 
FACILITIES WERE DESIRED AND 
TO GAUGE WHAT STRATEGIES 
WERE IMPORTANT TO RESIDENTS.

Participants Study Existing Conditions Boards at First 
Community Open House
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Figure 32 shows preferred bicycle and 
pedestrian facility types based on community 
feedback. While every facility type received 
mostly positive feedback, sidewalks and multi-
use trails were the two most-desired facility 
types for future investments. There was 
slightly more favoritism towards protected 
bicycle infrastructure that is physically 
separated from vehicular travel lanes.

In addition to identifying strategies and 
facility types that the City should pursue 
as it builds out its bicycle and pedestrian 
network, attendees were also asked to 
identify specific areas within the City that 
should be considered for potential project 
recommendations within  the proposed 
network. Specific locations identified include 
Thompson Mill Road, Panola Road, Fairington 
Parkway, Hillandale Drive, Evans Mill Road, and 
Mall Parkway (where protected bike facilities 
were requested along each corridor). Many 
of these corridors were identified as target 
corridors (discussed further in Chapter 6) and 
evaluated for sidewalks, shared-use paths, and 
other facility types. All boards and comments 
can be found in Appendix A.

Figure 31. Walking & Bicycling Strategy Priorities

The feedback which the project team received 
during this community open house as well as 
the pop-up events guided planning priorities 
and the development of project and strategy 
recommendations. Across all engagement 
methods used over the first phase of the 
planning effort, the project team received 
approximately 40 unique engagement 
responses. 

Based on the summary of feedback on 
strategy priorities shown in Figure 31, “filling 
gaps in the existing sidewalk network” was 
the strategy respondents most often noted 
as “very important” for improving the City’s 
walking and bicycling network. Respondents 
also identified “developing bicycle/pedestrian 
access to schools and parks” as a “very 
important” strategy that should be pursued as 
part of the planning effort. Few respondents 
labeled strategies as “not that important” or 
“not at all important”, and there is a consensus  
that the City should work to fill sidewalk gaps 
and enable better access to bus stops, parks, 
and schools on foot or bicycle.

Community Input: Priority Strategies

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Connections w/in Stonecrest

Connections Outside Stonecrest

Access to Schools/Parks

Access to Retail/Activity Areas

Recreational Opps.

Transportation Opps.

Fill Sidewalk Gaps

Connections to Bus Stops

Very Important Somewhat Important Neutral Not that Important Not at All Important
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Figure 32. Preferred Bicycle & Pedestrian Facility Types

Community Input: Preferred Facility Types

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Roadway Crossing Infrastructure

Unprotected Bicycle Improvements

Cycle Tracks/Protected Bike Lanes

Sidewalks

Multi-Use Trails/Paths

Love It! Unsure Not for Me

Samples of Feedback and Map Comments from First Community Open House
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Second Community Open House - October 2023

The project team considered information 
received during the community pop-up 
events and first open house to develop a 
draft network of recommendations. The 
planning process resulted in a robust list 
of potential projects, culminating in a draft 
Sidewalk Master Plan project list and a draft 
Bicycle & Trail Master Plan project list. These 
project lists were presented to the public 
during a second community open house to 
both narrow the larger list and inform more 
immediate, short-term project priorities for 
the City to implement.

The second community open house occurred 
on Wednesday, October 11, 2023 in the multi-
purpose room at Browns Mill Park Recreation 
Center. The open house was advertised 
through the City’s website and social media 
platforms as well as the project website and 
yard signage in front of City Hall and the 
Browns Mill Recreation Center.  

Similar to the first community open house, 
display boards were placed around the room 
for attendees to review at their own pace. 
The project team presented boards that 
featured general information on the planning 
process, a summary of community feedback 
received so far, a series of maps displaying 
the City’s walking and biking propensity, 
and detailed descriptions of the bicycle and 
pedestrian facility types included within the 
draft network. This all culminated in a group 
of boards that presented the Draft Sidewalk 
Master Plan and Draft Bicycle & Trail Master 
Plan (with each plan consisting of one board 
listing out all the projects in table format and 
the other showing a map of the individual 
projects). Meeting attendees were asked to 
provide feedback on which improvements 
they would most and least like to see move 
forward. All boards and comments can be 
found in Appendix A. 

The feedback received as part of this 
community open house shaped the final 
project recommendations presented in 
Chapter 7 of this report. 

No members of the community identified any 
projects on the proposed project lists that 
they did not want to see move forward. Some 
projects that were identified as most needed 
by community members include the following:

• Installing new sidewalk on the south side 
of Browns Mill Road from Snapfinger Road 
to Klondike Road 

• Filling sidewalk gaps on Covington Highway 
throughout the City of Stonecrest

• Installing sidewalk on both sides of Marbut 
Road to connect Lithonia High School to 
nearby subdivisions and employers

• Filling sidewalk gaps and installing shared-
use path along Phillips Road

• Installing shared-use path on Evans Mill 
Road to serve the western areas of the 
Davidson-Arabia Nature Preserve

• Installing shared-use path on the west side 
of Lithonia Industrial Boulevard

Project Team Member Provides Overview of Draft Bicycle & 
Trail Master Plan During Second Community Open House

EXISTING CONDITIONS AND 
PUBLIC FEEDBACK INFORMED 
DRAFT SIDEWALK MASTER 
PLANS PRESENTED AT A SECOND 
COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE.
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OTHER PROJECT PRESENTATIONS

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE/
SPLOST OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

The City of Stonecrest’s Transportation 
Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of 
Stonecrest’s City Council that studies and 
researches matters of interest related to 
transportation. Specifically, the committee 
serves as an advisory board to Stonecrest City 
Council regarding transportation investments. 
The City of Stonecrest’s SPLOST Oversight 
Committee shares a transportation focus 
but primarily focuses on providing advice 
and recommendations to City Council on 
implementing SPLOST projects. 

As many improvements listed as part of the 
Draft Sidewalk and Bicycle & Trail Master 
Plans could potentially be partially funded by 
the City’s SPLOST revenue – it was important 
for the project team to inform the SPLOST 
Oversight Committee on potential projects 
they may be asked to evaluate in the future. 

During a joint meeting of the Transportation 
Advisory and SPLOST Oversight Committees 
on Tuesday, October 24, 2023, the consultant 
project manager and the City Engineer 
gave an overview presentation regarding 
the Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan. This 
presentation included an overview and review 
of the planning effort to date, some detailed 
information on public engagement efforts, 
and an overview of the facility types and 
recommendations. 

Committee members provided some feedback 
during the meeting that was mostly positive 
and supportive. Committee members asked 
broad questions on what facilities such 
as shared-use paths may look like when 
implemented. All the materials developed as 
part of the presentation (including an agenda, 
a set of slides, and photos from the meeting) 
can be found in Appendix A. 

STONECREST CITY COUNCIL

On Monday, November 13, 2023, the 
consultant team presented to the Stonecrest 
City Council during a Council work session. 
This presentation included an overview and 
background of the planning process, including 
updates on engagement activities, before 
transitioning into draft recommendations. 
Recommendations were broken down into 
projects on City and County streets as well as 
state routes. The presentation also provided an 
overview of the different bicycle and pedestrian 
facility types included in the draft Plan. Lastly, 
the team gave an overview of the prioritization 
framework and summarized next steps.

This presentation was an opportunity for 
Council members to provide feedback on 
the overall network, priority projects, and 
recommended policies and strategies included 
in the Draft Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan, 
as well as to ask questions of the consultant 
team. The feedback was generally supportive, 
reiterating the need for biking and walking 
facilities on certain streets. Council also 
reiterated the need to engage with key 
stakeholders and businesses across the City as 
project recommendations are implemented.

Consultant Project Manager Gives Presentation to the City’s 
Transportation Advisory & SPLOST Oversight Committee in 
October 2023

THE PROJECT TEAM PRESENTED 
TO THE CITY’S ELECTED 
LEADERSHIP AND COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS OVERSEEING 
TRANSPORTATION DECISION-
MAKING AND INVESTMENTS. 
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OUTREACH MECHANISMS
Recognizing that the City of Stonecrest 
represents a diverse and dynamic 
community with varying interests and levels 
of information access, the project team 
endeavored to reach as many members of 
the community as possible across a diverse 
range of platforms. The project team utilized 
a combination of in-person and online forms 
of engagement, and this section details the 
different mechanisms for obtaining feedback 
throughout the planning process. 

CITY WEBSITE

The City’s public website includes a dedicated  
webpage to the on-going major plans & 
studies sponsored by the City’s Engineering 
department. Throughout the duration of this 
planning process, the project team developed 
narratives on project updates for the City’s 
communications staff to include on this 
webpage. 

Figure 33. Social Media Advertisement for Community 
Pop-Up Events and Open House

SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS

The project team leveraged the City’s existing 
social media platforms including Facebook and 
Instagram several times throughout the course 
of the plan’s development. Prior to each 
community open house or pop-up event, the 
project team created advertisements designed 
to generate the greatest amount of user 
engagement. An example of a post created to 
advertise both the community pop-up events 
and the first community open house is shown 
in Figure 33.

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT PLATFORM

A virtual engagement platform was utilized 
to help “close the gap” between those who 
were able to attend in-person engagement 
activities and those who were either unable 
to attend in-person events or were more 
comfortable providing feedback online. For 
both the pop-up and community open houses, 
the project team complemented in-person 
engagement with a virtual survey or map 
designed to duplicate the look and feel of the 
activity conducted at each meeting. 

For the first phase of public engagement, this 
online engagement platform included a survey 
of bicycle and pedestrian strategies and facility 
types as well as a map for people to comment 
on where facilities are needed and express other 
types of concerns. 

After understanding how community 
members wanted to see walking and bicycling 
needs addressed within the City, the online 
engagement platform was updated to coincide 
with the second community open house 
to present draft recommendations. Each 
proposed improvement included in the Draft 
versions of the city’s Master Sidewalk Plan and 
Master Bike/Trail Plan were shown on a map 
(see Figure 34), with the site asking visitors 
to identify those improvements they would 
most like to see move forward and eventually 
constructed. 

Full survey results and responses stemming 
from this online engagement platform are 
included in Appendix A.
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Figure 34. Online Engagement Platform Mapping Tool

Key Themes and Takeaways

Public engagement efforts for the City of Stonecrest’s 
Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan resulted in two 
overarching feedback trends: 

• Generally broad support for all forms of sidewalk, 
bicycle, or trail investments

• Slightly more enthusiastic support for specific 
sidewalk improvements 

The project team asked the public to identify which 
strategies should be prioritized as the City begins to 
consider improving its walking and bicycling network. 
A majority of respondents stated that each of eight 
strategies were “very important” to them - especially 
filling sidewalk gaps. Similarly, when asked to identify 
what types of facilities the city should invest in to 
improve biking and walking, while sidewalks garnered 
the most support, other facility types presented such 
as protected bicycle lanes and shared-use paths, also 
were highly rated by respondents. 

This broad support extended beyond identifying 
facility and strategy priorities. When the project team 
requested community members identify those draft 
project recommendations that they did not want to 
see move forward, no in-person or virtual respondents 
listed specific projects - reflecting broad support 
for bicycle and pedestrian investments along target 
corridors, such as Evans Mill Road or Mall Parkway. 

During presentations to the Transportation Advisory 
& SPLOST Oversight Committees, members voiced 
general support but also identified a specific need 
for pedestrian improvements at the City’s busiest 
intersections. 

All feedback received helped guide the plan 
development process, first by helping to identify 
community priorities, and later by helping prioritize 
potential improvements moving forward. 
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UTILITIES, TOPOGRAPHY, LAND 
USE AND PROXIMITY TO TRANSIT,  
SCHOOLS AND PARKS WERE USED 
TO PRIORITIZE RECOMMENDED 
PROJECTS ACROSS STONECREST
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Chapter 6: Network 
Development, 
Prioritization & Funding
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
This chapter of the Stonecrest Bicycle, 
Pedestrian & Trail Plan takes the existing 
conditions and propensity outputs and 
examines them against field observations, 
best practices for walking and bicycling 
facilities, and public feedback to identify 
target corridors for walking and bicycling 
investments. Target corridors serve as the 
foundation for the recommended walking 
and bicycling network within Stonecrest. 
Recommendations considered for this 
plan include projects from previous plans 
and studies completed since Stonecrest’s 
incorporation as a City along with new ideas 
developed by the project team. 

This universe of projects was developed in 
consultation with City staff and then refined 
based on both their feedback as well as 
comments received from the public through 
in-person and virtual mechanisms. From there, 
the projects were prioritized based on a three-
category framework that factors community 
input, goals and priorities for the City, and 
project readiness and complexity. The result is 
a series of projects divided into three tiers.

The chapter concludes with a discussion of 
available funding mechanisms to implement 
projects that can advance walking and 
bicycling opportunities in Stonecrest.

Non-Continuous Sidewalk Along Park Central Boulevard Near Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12)
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TARGET CORRIDORS
The foundation of the recommended walking 
and bicycling network is along ten target 
corridors which were identified through a 
combination of the existing conditions and 
propensity analyses and input from City 
staff and Stonecrest residents. These are 
corridors where project team members 
observed walking and bicycling behaviors as 
well as where infrastructure may be in subpar 
condition or not exist altogether to support 
these travel patterns.

The target corridors within Stonecrest for the 
City’s Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan include 
the following depicted in Figure 35:

• Browns Mill Road (SR 212) - One of 
the key primary east-west routes in the 
southern portion of the City, this route 
provides access to Browns Mill Recreation 
Center, Davidson-Arabia Nature Preserve, 
and Arabia Mountain High School. It 
also provides a connection to numerous 
residential subdivisions as well as Rockdale 
County.

• Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) - This 
is a principal arterial that serves as an 
alternative to I-20 in providing east-west 
connectivity in the northern portion of the 
City. It is home to a diversity of housing 
options including single-family and multi-
family residential, along with commercial, 
retail, and light industrial. Other major 
destinations include the Southeast Athletic 
Complex and Stoneview Elementary School.

• Evans Mill Road - This north-south 
corridor nearly bisects the City in half and 
provides a connection from Browns Mill 
Road (SR 212) to downtown Lithonia. It 
is more sparsely developed and includes 
access to a trailhead for the Arabia 
Mountain PATH trail system.

• Fairington Road - This route parallels I-20 
to the south but crosses over I-20 before 
its eastern terminus with Hillandale Drive. 
The corridor is primarily residential but 
also includes retail near Panola Road.

• Hillandale Drive - This route immediately 
parallels I-20 to the north and provides 
a connection between Panola Road and 
Lithonia Industrial Boulevard with many 
apartment and condominium complex 
entrances spanning the corridor.

• Klondike Road - This north-south corridor 
spans from the Rockdale County line at 
the South River to downtown Lithonia. It 
is sparse in development but provides key 
access to the Arabia Mountain National 
Heritage Area along with commercial 
developments near the Mall at Stonecrest. 
The Arabia Mountain PATH trail parallels 
much of the corridor within Stonecrest.

• Lithonia Industrial Boulevard - Beginning 
at the New Birth Missionary Baptist 
Church, this corridor is a major truck route 
for accessing light and heavy industrial 
facilities in the northern reaches of the 
City before ending at Rock Chapel Road (SR 
124) in the City’s far northeast corner.

• Mall Parkway/Iris Drive - Beginning at 
Evans Mill Road/Woodrow Drive and 
connecting to Rockdale County, this 
corridor serves retail shopping and the 
Mall at Stonecrest.

• Panola Road - One of the City’s busiest 
corridors, this route provides a north-
south connection in western Stonecrest.

• Turner Hill Road - Beginning as a two-lane 
roadway, this corridor widens to six lanes 
approaching Mall Parkway and the Mall at 
Stonecrest and then provides access to I-20 
and a connection to SR 124 and Gwinnett 
County.

FIELD OBSERVATIONS
The project team performed a series of field 
visits throughout the course of the planning 
process that included a windshield survey of 
each of the ten target corridors. The matrix 
shown in Table 2 shows key findings on each 
of the target corridors including information 
about land use, speed limit, laneage, and the 
presence or absence of walking and bicycling 
facilities.
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Figure 35. Target Corridors for Bicycle & Pedestrian Improvements
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Browns Mill Road  
(SR 212) 

(Snapfinger Rd (SR 
155) to Rockdale 
County Line/
Stonecrest City Limits) 

45 MPH from 
Snapfinger Rd to 
East of Panola Rd 
and from West of 
Latchwood Dr to 
English Lp

55 MPH from 
East of Panola 
Rd to West of 
Latchwood Dr 
and English Lp to 
Rockdale County 
Line: 55 MPH

One lane each 
direction with 
occasional passing 
lane and turn 
lanes at signalized 
intersections 
(Snapfinger Rd; 
Salem Rd; Panola 
Rd; Evans Mill Rd & 
Klondike Rd)

Primarily medium-
density residential 
with public 
institutional and 
greenspace

Local commercial 
at intersections 
with Panola Rd 
and Klondike Rd

Minimal sidewalk 
coverage throughout 
with gaps present

Unprotected bicycle 
lane from Framingham 
Dr to Springtree Dr

Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail parallels south side 
of road from east of 
Evans Mill Rd to bridge 
over Pole Bridge Creek

Lack of crossing 
opportunities

Speed Limit Detection Signage Along a Tight Horizontal 
Curve on Browns Mill Rd Between E Saddle Ridge Dr  

and Evans Mill Rd 

Drainage Ditches Line Browns Mill Rd Along Both  
Sides of the Road

Covington Highway  
(US 278/SR 12)

Miller Rd/ Stonecrest 
City Limits to Klondike 
Rd (Stonecrest City 
Limits)

45 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

Two travel lanes 
each direction 

Center left-turn 
lane from Miller Rd 
to Panola Rd and 
from Cragstone Ct 
to Evans Mill Rd

Commercial and 
Light Industrial 
with some infill 
medium-density 
residential 
development

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalk occasionally 
present with many gaps 
along the corridor

Lack of crossing 
opportunities outside of 
signalized intersections

Dead-End Sidewalks Are Common Along Covington Hwy, 
Including West of a Bus Stop Across from  

Strathmoor Manor Dr
A Portion of Covington Hwy Without Sidewalk  

Between Lithonia Industrial Blvd and Evans Mill Rd

People Observed at MARTA Station Not Linked to 
Sidewalk at Huber St

Curb Ramp at Intersection with Scarbrough Dr Shows 
Previous Midblock Crossing

Table 2. Target Corridor Field Observations
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Browns Mill Road  
(SR 212) 

(Snapfinger Rd (SR 
155) to Rockdale 
County Line/
Stonecrest City Limits) 

45 MPH from 
Snapfinger Rd to 
East of Panola Rd 
and from West of 
Latchwood Dr to 
English Lp

55 MPH from 
East of Panola 
Rd to West of 
Latchwood Dr 
and English Lp to 
Rockdale County 
Line: 55 MPH

One lane each 
direction with 
occasional passing 
lane and turn 
lanes at signalized 
intersections 
(Snapfinger Rd; 
Salem Rd; Panola 
Rd; Evans Mill Rd & 
Klondike Rd)

Primarily medium-
density residential 
with public 
institutional and 
greenspace

Local commercial 
at intersections 
with Panola Rd 
and Klondike Rd

Minimal sidewalk 
coverage throughout 
with gaps present

Unprotected bicycle 
lane from Framingham 
Dr to Springtree Dr

Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail parallels south side 
of road from east of 
Evans Mill Rd to bridge 
over Pole Bridge Creek

Lack of crossing 
opportunities

Speed Limit Detection Signage Along a Tight Horizontal 
Curve on Browns Mill Rd Between E Saddle Ridge Dr  

and Evans Mill Rd 

Drainage Ditches Line Browns Mill Rd Along Both  
Sides of the Road

Covington Highway  
(US 278/SR 12)

Miller Rd/ Stonecrest 
City Limits to Klondike 
Rd (Stonecrest City 
Limits)

45 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

Two travel lanes 
each direction 

Center left-turn 
lane from Miller Rd 
to Panola Rd and 
from Cragstone Ct 
to Evans Mill Rd

Commercial and 
Light Industrial 
with some infill 
medium-density 
residential 
development

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalk occasionally 
present with many gaps 
along the corridor

Lack of crossing 
opportunities outside of 
signalized intersections

Dead-End Sidewalks Are Common Along Covington Hwy, 
Including West of a Bus Stop Across from  

Strathmoor Manor Dr
A Portion of Covington Hwy Without Sidewalk  

Between Lithonia Industrial Blvd and Evans Mill Rd

People Observed at MARTA Station Not Linked to 
Sidewalk at Huber St

Curb Ramp at Intersection with Scarbrough Dr Shows 
Previous Midblock Crossing
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Evans Mill Road

(Browns Mill Rd to 
Covington Highway 
(US 278/SR 12) 
Stonecrest City Limits)

40 MPH from 
Browns Mill Rd to 
Woodrow Dr

35 MPH from 
Woodrow Dr/Mall 
Pkwy to Lithonia 
City Limits

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Browns Mill Rd to 
Woodrow Dr

Two travel lanes 
each direction from 
Woodrow Dr/Mall 
Pkwy to Covington 
Hwy (US 278/SR 12)

Residential and 
greenspace south 
of intersection 
with Woodrow Dr/
Mall Pkwy

Commercial north 
of Woodrow Dr/
Mall Pkwy

On-street bike lanes 
from Browns Mill Rd to 
east of Flat Rock Woods 
Dr

Minimal sidewalk 
coverage throughout 
but sidewalk on both 
sides from Browns 
Mill Rd (SR 212) to Flat 
Rock Woods Dr and 
fro Woodrow Dr/Mall 
Pkwy to Hillandale 
Dr; large gaps present 
throughout

Lack of crossing 
opportunities outside 
signalized intersections

Dead-End Sidewalks Are Common Along Evans Mill Rd, 
including from Hillandale Dr and Covington Hwy

Desire Path South of Covington Hwy on West  
Side of Road 

Existing Crosswalk and On-Street Bicycle Lane at  
Flat Rock Elementary School

Sight Distance Signage on Evans Mill Rd South  
of Rockland Rd

Fairington Road

(Panola Rd to 
Hillandale Rd)

40 MPH

Two travel lanes 
each direction with 
center-left turn lane 
from Panola Rd to 
Wal-Mart

One travel lane 
each direction east 
of Wal-Mart

Commercial from 
Panola Rd to 
Fairington Pkwy

Multi-family 
residential from 
Fairington Pkwy to 
Chupp Way

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities 

Sidewalk gaps present 
throughout corridor; 
opportunities to provide 
more connectivity on 
south side of road; 
north side of road 
too close to I-20 ROW 
to install multimodal 
improvements

Existing Crosswalk and On-Street Bicycle Lane at  
Flat Rock Elementary School

Desire Path on South Side of Fairington Rd from  
Panola Rd to Walmart Way

Table 2: Target Corridor Field Observations (Continued)
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Evans Mill Road

(Browns Mill Rd to 
Covington Highway 
(US 278/SR 12) 
Stonecrest City Limits)

40 MPH from 
Browns Mill Rd to 
Woodrow Dr

35 MPH from 
Woodrow Dr/Mall 
Pkwy to Lithonia 
City Limits

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Browns Mill Rd to 
Woodrow Dr

Two travel lanes 
each direction from 
Woodrow Dr/Mall 
Pkwy to Covington 
Hwy (US 278/SR 12)

Residential and 
greenspace south 
of intersection 
with Woodrow Dr/
Mall Pkwy

Commercial north 
of Woodrow Dr/
Mall Pkwy

On-street bike lanes 
from Browns Mill Rd to 
east of Flat Rock Woods 
Dr

Minimal sidewalk 
coverage throughout 
but sidewalk on both 
sides from Browns 
Mill Rd (SR 212) to Flat 
Rock Woods Dr and 
fro Woodrow Dr/Mall 
Pkwy to Hillandale 
Dr; large gaps present 
throughout

Lack of crossing 
opportunities outside 
signalized intersections

Dead-End Sidewalks Are Common Along Evans Mill Rd, 
including from Hillandale Dr and Covington Hwy

Desire Path South of Covington Hwy on West  
Side of Road 

Existing Crosswalk and On-Street Bicycle Lane at  
Flat Rock Elementary School

Sight Distance Signage on Evans Mill Rd South  
of Rockland Rd

Fairington Road

(Panola Rd to 
Hillandale Rd)

40 MPH

Two travel lanes 
each direction with 
center-left turn lane 
from Panola Rd to 
Wal-Mart

One travel lane 
each direction east 
of Wal-Mart

Commercial from 
Panola Rd to 
Fairington Pkwy

Multi-family 
residential from 
Fairington Pkwy to 
Chupp Way

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities 

Sidewalk gaps present 
throughout corridor; 
opportunities to provide 
more connectivity on 
south side of road; 
north side of road 
too close to I-20 ROW 
to install multimodal 
improvements

Existing Crosswalk and On-Street Bicycle Lane at  
Flat Rock Elementary School

Desire Path on South Side of Fairington Rd from  
Panola Rd to Walmart Way
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Hillandale Drive

(Panola Rd to Lithonia 
Industrial Blvd)

45 MPH from 
Panola Rd to west 
of Keystone Gates 
Dr

40 MPH from west 
of Keystone Gates 
Dr to Fairington Rd

35 MPH from 
Fairington Rd to 
Lithonia Ind Blvd

One travel lane 
each direction with 
intermittent turn 
lanes

Commercial on 
west end near 
Panola Rd

Multi-family 
residential along 
most of corridor

Emory Hillandale 
Hospital and 
nearby medical 
office plazas near 
DeKalb Medical 
Pkwy

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalk gaps 
throughout on both 
sides of the road - 
sidewalk mainly present 
adjacent to multifamily 
housing complexes Hillandale Dr Between Panola and Fairington Rd Has 

Sidewalk Gaps With Little Right-of-Way South Side of  
the Road Due to Ongoing Project Along I-20

Hillandale Dr East of Fairington Rd Has Areas with 
Damaged Guardrail and People Walking in Areas 

without Sidewalks

Klondike Road

(Rockdale County 
Line/Stonecrest City 
Limits to Covington 
Highway (US 278/SR 
12))

40 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

One travel lane 
each direction with 
intermittent turn 
lanes

Primarily 
residential and 
greenspace

Some commercial 
and undeveloped 
parcels from Mall 
Pkwy to Covington 
Hwy (US 78/SR 12) 
and adjacent to 
Browns Mill Rd

Some sidewalk from 
Rockdale County line 
to Lynnonhall Ct, from 
Leverett Dr to north 
of Browns Mill Rd, and 
from Hayden Quarry Rd 
to Mall Pkwy

Several crossings with 
Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail from Browns Mill 
Rd to Mall Pkwy with 
trail paralleling road 
directly from Mall Pkwy 
to Covington Hwy (US 
278/SR 12)

Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Parallels Portions of  
Klondike Rd from Mall Pkwy to AWARE Wildlife Center

Arabia Mountain PATH Trail at Crossing with Covington 
Hwy Does Not Have Pedestrian Crossing Signal

Vehicles Turning at Existing Flashing Signal at S  
Goddard Rd

Recreation Area Signage Approaching AWARE  
Wildlife Center

Table 2: Target Corridor Field Observations (Continued)

225

Item XIII. a.



85

Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Hillandale Drive

(Panola Rd to Lithonia 
Industrial Blvd)

45 MPH from 
Panola Rd to west 
of Keystone Gates 
Dr

40 MPH from west 
of Keystone Gates 
Dr to Fairington Rd

35 MPH from 
Fairington Rd to 
Lithonia Ind Blvd

One travel lane 
each direction with 
intermittent turn 
lanes

Commercial on 
west end near 
Panola Rd

Multi-family 
residential along 
most of corridor

Emory Hillandale 
Hospital and 
nearby medical 
office plazas near 
DeKalb Medical 
Pkwy

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalk gaps 
throughout on both 
sides of the road - 
sidewalk mainly present 
adjacent to multifamily 
housing complexes Hillandale Dr Between Panola and Fairington Rd Has 

Sidewalk Gaps With Little Right-of-Way South Side of  
the Road Due to Ongoing Project Along I-20

Hillandale Dr East of Fairington Rd Has Areas with 
Damaged Guardrail and People Walking in Areas 

without Sidewalks

Klondike Road

(Rockdale County 
Line/Stonecrest City 
Limits to Covington 
Highway (US 278/SR 
12))

40 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

One travel lane 
each direction with 
intermittent turn 
lanes

Primarily 
residential and 
greenspace

Some commercial 
and undeveloped 
parcels from Mall 
Pkwy to Covington 
Hwy (US 78/SR 12) 
and adjacent to 
Browns Mill Rd

Some sidewalk from 
Rockdale County line 
to Lynnonhall Ct, from 
Leverett Dr to north 
of Browns Mill Rd, and 
from Hayden Quarry Rd 
to Mall Pkwy

Several crossings with 
Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail from Browns Mill 
Rd to Mall Pkwy with 
trail paralleling road 
directly from Mall Pkwy 
to Covington Hwy (US 
278/SR 12)

Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Parallels Portions of  
Klondike Rd from Mall Pkwy to AWARE Wildlife Center

Arabia Mountain PATH Trail at Crossing with Covington 
Hwy Does Not Have Pedestrian Crossing Signal

Vehicles Turning at Existing Flashing Signal at S  
Goddard Rd

Recreation Area Signage Approaching AWARE  
Wildlife Center
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Lithonia Industrial 
Boulevard

(I-20 Interchange 
to Rogers Lake Rd/
Stonecrest City 
Limits))

45 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

Two travel lanes 
in each direction 

throughout 

Divided with 
concrete median 

present from 
Woodrow Rd to 
Hillandale Dr/

Chupp Rd and from 
Marshall Blvd to 

Rock Chapel Rd (SR 
124)

Undivided with no 
center left-turn lane 

present

Residential south 
of I-20

Primarily light and 
heavy industrial 

north of I-20

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalks present 
on both sides from 

Woodrow Rd to I-20

Minimal to no sidewalk 
coverage from I-20 to 

Marshall Blvd

Sidewalk on both sides 
from Marshall Blvd 

to S Stone Mountain 
Lithonia Rd

Sidewalk present on 
west side between 
S Stone Mountain 

Lithonia Rd and Rogers 
Lake Rd

No Walking or Bicycling Facilities Present Between 
Hillandale Dr/Chupp Rd and Covington Hwy

ADA Compliant Gaps Present on Southeast Corner of 
Intersection with Covington Hwy but No Sidewalks

Four Travel Lanes between Covington Hwy and S Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Rd with Minimal Sidewalks and 

Railroad Crossing Between Tribble St and Marbut Rd

Signalized Intersection at Marbut Rd has Curb  
Damage and No Marked Crosswalk, Pedestrian  

Signals, or Sidewalk

Table 2: Target Corridor Field Observations (Continued)
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Lithonia Industrial 
Boulevard

(I-20 Interchange 
to Rogers Lake Rd/
Stonecrest City 
Limits))

45 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

Two travel lanes 
in each direction 

throughout 

Divided with 
concrete median 

present from 
Woodrow Rd to 
Hillandale Dr/

Chupp Rd and from 
Marshall Blvd to 

Rock Chapel Rd (SR 
124)

Undivided with no 
center left-turn lane 

present

Residential south 
of I-20

Primarily light and 
heavy industrial 

north of I-20

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalks present 
on both sides from 

Woodrow Rd to I-20

Minimal to no sidewalk 
coverage from I-20 to 

Marshall Blvd

Sidewalk on both sides 
from Marshall Blvd 

to S Stone Mountain 
Lithonia Rd

Sidewalk present on 
west side between 
S Stone Mountain 

Lithonia Rd and Rogers 
Lake Rd

No Walking or Bicycling Facilities Present Between 
Hillandale Dr/Chupp Rd and Covington Hwy

ADA Compliant Gaps Present on Southeast Corner of 
Intersection with Covington Hwy but No Sidewalks

Four Travel Lanes between Covington Hwy and S Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Rd with Minimal Sidewalks and 

Railroad Crossing Between Tribble St and Marbut Rd

Signalized Intersection at Marbut Rd has Curb  
Damage and No Marked Crosswalk, Pedestrian  

Signals, or Sidewalk
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Mall Parkway/ 
Iris Drive

(Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to 
Rockdale County Line/
Stonecrest City Limits)

45 MPH from 
Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to  
Stonecrest Pkwy E

40 MPH from 
Stonecrest Pkwy 
E to Rockdale 
County line

Two travel lanes in 
each direction with 
center left-turn lane 
from Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to 
Stonecrest Pkwy E

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Stonecrest Pkwy E 
to Rockdale County 
line

Commercial and 
multi-family 
residential

Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail parallels portion 
of corridor from just 
west of Klondike Rd to 
Stonecrest Sq

Sidewalk gaps present 
throughout

Portion of sidewalk 
adjacent to Mall at 
Stonecrest separated 
from vehicular travel 
lanes by guardrail

Guardrail Separates Sidewalk from Travel Lanes on north 
side of Mall Pkwy from Stonecrest Trce to  

Wesley Stonecrest Cir

Sidewalk Gaps Near Walmart and Stonecrest City 
Hall on Mall Pkwy where Transit Shelters and Other 

Businesses are Present

Sidewalk Gap on North Side of Mall Pkwy between 
Stonecrest Sq and Stonecrest Trce 

Arabia Mountain PATH Trail from West of Klondike Rd  
to Stonecrest Sq and Includes Wayfinding Signage 

Panola Road

(Browns Mill Rd (SR 
212) to Panola Way 
Ln/Panola Downs Rd/
Stonecrest City Limits)

35 MPH from 
Snapfinger Rd to 
Thompson Mill Rd

45 MPH from 
Thompson Mill Rd 
to Panola Way Ln/ 
Panola Downs Rd 
(Stonecrest City 
Limits)

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Snapfinger Rd to 
Thompson Mill Rd

Two travel lanes in 
each direction with 
center left-turn lane 
from Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to 
Stonecrest Pkwy E

Primarily 
residential 
between 
Snapfinger Rd and 
Thompson Mill Rd

Commercial 
between 
Thompson Mill Rd 
and 

No sidewalk Snapfinger 
Rd to Salem Rd

Sidewalk present on 
east side from Salem Rd 
to I-20 EB Ramp and I-20 
WB Ramp, to Snapfinger 
Woods Dr, and from 
Covington Hwy (US 278/
SR 12) to Panola Downs 
Rd

Sidewalk gaps present 
on both sides from 
Snapfinger Woods Dr to 
Covington Hwy (US 278/
SR 12)

Sidewalk gaps on west 
side throughout

Intersection with Salem Rd at Skewed Angle and with 
One Travel Lane in Each Direction from Snapfinger Rd  

to Thompson Mill Rd
View North from Bridge over I-20; Sidewalk Only  
Present on West Side of Bridge and not East Side

Table 2: Target Corridor Field Observations (Continued)
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Mall Parkway/ 
Iris Drive

(Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to 
Rockdale County Line/
Stonecrest City Limits)

45 MPH from 
Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to  
Stonecrest Pkwy E

40 MPH from 
Stonecrest Pkwy 
E to Rockdale 
County line

Two travel lanes in 
each direction with 
center left-turn lane 
from Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to 
Stonecrest Pkwy E

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Stonecrest Pkwy E 
to Rockdale County 
line

Commercial and 
multi-family 
residential

Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail parallels portion 
of corridor from just 
west of Klondike Rd to 
Stonecrest Sq

Sidewalk gaps present 
throughout

Portion of sidewalk 
adjacent to Mall at 
Stonecrest separated 
from vehicular travel 
lanes by guardrail

Guardrail Separates Sidewalk from Travel Lanes on north 
side of Mall Pkwy from Stonecrest Trce to  

Wesley Stonecrest Cir

Sidewalk Gaps Near Walmart and Stonecrest City 
Hall on Mall Pkwy where Transit Shelters and Other 

Businesses are Present

Sidewalk Gap on North Side of Mall Pkwy between 
Stonecrest Sq and Stonecrest Trce 

Arabia Mountain PATH Trail from West of Klondike Rd  
to Stonecrest Sq and Includes Wayfinding Signage 

Panola Road

(Browns Mill Rd (SR 
212) to Panola Way 
Ln/Panola Downs Rd/
Stonecrest City Limits)

35 MPH from 
Snapfinger Rd to 
Thompson Mill Rd

45 MPH from 
Thompson Mill Rd 
to Panola Way Ln/ 
Panola Downs Rd 
(Stonecrest City 
Limits)

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Snapfinger Rd to 
Thompson Mill Rd

Two travel lanes in 
each direction with 
center left-turn lane 
from Evans Mill Rd/
Woodrow Dr to 
Stonecrest Pkwy E

Primarily 
residential 
between 
Snapfinger Rd and 
Thompson Mill Rd

Commercial 
between 
Thompson Mill Rd 
and 

No sidewalk Snapfinger 
Rd to Salem Rd

Sidewalk present on 
east side from Salem Rd 
to I-20 EB Ramp and I-20 
WB Ramp, to Snapfinger 
Woods Dr, and from 
Covington Hwy (US 278/
SR 12) to Panola Downs 
Rd

Sidewalk gaps present 
on both sides from 
Snapfinger Woods Dr to 
Covington Hwy (US 278/
SR 12)

Sidewalk gaps on west 
side throughout

Intersection with Salem Rd at Skewed Angle and with 
One Travel Lane in Each Direction from Snapfinger Rd  

to Thompson Mill Rd
View North from Bridge over I-20; Sidewalk Only  
Present on West Side of Bridge and not East Side
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Turner Hill Road

(Rockland Rd to 
I-20 Interchange/
Stonecrest City Limits)

45 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Rockland Rd to Mall 

Pkwy

Three travel lanes in 
each direction with 
median from Mall 

Pkwy to I-20

Residential from 
Rockland Rd to 

Mall Pkwy

Commercial from 
Mall Pkwy to I-20

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalk only present 
from south of Mall Pkwy 
to Stonecrest Pkwy E on 

both sides

Turner Hill Rd at Rockland Rd is an All-Way Stop with 
Illuminated Stop Signs

Between Rockland Rd and Mall Pkwy, the Corridor  
Has One Travel Lane in Each Direction with Drainage 

Ditches on Either Side 

Turner Hill Rd from Mall Pkwy to I-20 Has Three Lanes 
Each Direction but also Sidewalk Connectivity

Faded Crosswalk Markings Along Turner Hill Rd at 
Stonecrest Pkwy E

Table 2: Target Corridor Field Observations (Continued)
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Target Corridor Speed Limit Laneage Land Use
Bicycle & Pedestrian 

Facilities Existing Conditions

Turner Hill Road

(Rockland Rd to 
I-20 Interchange/
Stonecrest City Limits)

45 MPH 
throughout 
Stonecrest

One travel lane 
each direction from 
Rockland Rd to Mall 

Pkwy

Three travel lanes in 
each direction with 
median from Mall 

Pkwy to I-20

Residential from 
Rockland Rd to 

Mall Pkwy

Commercial from 
Mall Pkwy to I-20

No dedicated bicycle or 
trail facilities

Sidewalk only present 
from south of Mall Pkwy 
to Stonecrest Pkwy E on 

both sides

Turner Hill Rd at Rockland Rd is an All-Way Stop with 
Illuminated Stop Signs

Between Rockland Rd and Mall Pkwy, the Corridor  
Has One Travel Lane in Each Direction with Drainage 

Ditches on Either Side 

Turner Hill Rd from Mall Pkwy to I-20 Has Three Lanes 
Each Direction but also Sidewalk Connectivity

Faded Crosswalk Markings Along Turner Hill Rd at 
Stonecrest Pkwy E
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PROJECT IDENTIFICATION
As a relatively new City, Stonecrest has been 
hard at work on a number of plans and studies 
that will set the stage for the future growth 
and development of the City, including the 
Comprehensive Plan 2038, Transportation 
Master Plan, Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 
Plan, and Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 
among others. To inform development of the 
Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan, the 
project team analyzed existing conditions to 
identify gaps in the existing biking and walking 
network and opportunities for improved 
connectivity, via new bikeways, multi-use 
path segments, connections to schools, public 
transportation, and other needs.

Building upon prior recommendations, existing 
conditions, and identified needs (summarized 
in Figure 36), the project team identified 
an initial “universe of potential projects” 
consisting of more than 300 possible projects. 
A screening of the “universe of potential 
projects” removed duplicative or overlapping 
projects, those with significant red flags or 
feasibility issues, and consolidated smaller 
segments of sidewalk projects adjacent to one 
another. There were 85 potential sidewalk 
projects and more than 70 potential bicycle 
and trail projects considered as part of the 
development of the City’s master plan for 
walking and bicycling.

PRIORITIZATION FRAMEWORK
The project team considered 12 factors in 
three categories - community needs, goals & 
priorities, and project readiness as shown in 
Figure 37 - to prioritize recommended bicycle 
and pedestrian projects. Each project was 
evaluated on all factors and compiled for a 
total possible score of 70 points per project as 
shown in Table 3. The prioritization exercise is 
not intended to produce a rank-ordered list of 
projects, but rather identifies relative priorities 
by tier among the draft network, to assist 
the City in identifying appropriate resources, 
seeking funding, and programming projects. 
Descriptions of each factor follows and 
prioritization results are shown in Chapter 7.

Missing 
Sidewalk

Lack of 
Connections to 

Bus Stops

Insufficient 
Roadway 
Crossings

Opportunities 
to Improve Trail 

Connections

Opportunities 
to Improve 

Pedestrian Safety 

KEY NEEDS 
& ISSUES IN 
STONECREST

Figure 36. Key Needs & Issues in Stonecrest

COMMUNITY 
NEEDS

GOALS &  
PRIORITIES

PROJECT 
READINESS

Figure 37. Project Prioritization Framework
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Category Criteria Value
Possible 
Points

Points per 
Criterion

Community Needs

Propensity for Biking  
& Walking 

High propensity 5

5Moderate propensity 3

Low propensity 1

Improves Multimodal Safety

At specific  location with 
history of bike/ped crashes 5

5In area with moderate/high 
concentration of bike/ped 

crashes
3

Improves Access to Essential 
Services (medical, grocery)

Direct access 5

5
Within 1/4 mile 3

Within 1/2 mile 2

Within 1 mile 1

Goals & Priorities

Connects to Existing Sidewalk, 
Trail, or Bike Facility  

(i.e., fills gap)

Yes 5
5

No 1

Improves Access to Transit

Along transit corridor 10

10
Within 1/4 mile 7

Within 1/2 mile 5

Within 1 mile 3

Improves Access to  
Schools & Parks

Direct access 10

10
Within 1/4 mile 7

Within 1/2 mile 5

Within 1 mile 3

Potential for  
Regional Connection  

(i.e., to adjacent jurisdiction)

Yes 5
5

No 1

Improves Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Connections within Stonecrest

High connectivity 5

5Moderate connectivity 3

Low connectivity 1

Project Readiness

Project Complexity/Ease of 
Implementation (i.e., requires 
ROW, utility relocation, and/or 
coordination with railroads or 

federal agencies)

Low complexity 5

5
Moderate complexity 3

High complexity 1

Aligns with Prior 
Recommendation/Project

Yes 5
5

No 1

Environmental Screening 
(i.e., potential for impacts to 
wetlands, proximity to flood 
zones, and environmentally 

sensitive areas)

Low likely impact 5

5
Moderate likely impact 3

High likely impact 1

Community Support (i.e., 
received positive comments 

during engagement activities)

High support 5

5Moderate support 3

Minimal to no support 1

Table 3. Project Prioritization Framework
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COMMUNITY NEEDS

Propensity for Biking and Walking

This factor considers the outcomes of the 
propensity analysis presented in Chapter 3. 
The propensity is a composite analysis which 
captures existing conditions, community 
demand, points of destination, and future 
population and employment forecasts. 
Projects in higher propensity areas were given 
a higher priority.

Improves Multimodal Safety

If a project was in a specific location where a 
bicycle or pedestrian crash occurred between 
2017 and 2021, it was given a higher priority, 
but a project also received points if it was 
near a concentration of bicycle and pedestrian 
crashes. For example, a project located near 
the intersection of Covington Highway (US 
278/SR 12) and Panola Road would earn five 
points given the location’s history of fatal and 
serious injury bicycle and pedestrian crashes.

Improves Access to Essential Services

If the project improves access to medical 
facilities, such as Emory Hillandale Hospital, or 
major grocery stores, the project received five 
points. 

GOALS & PRIORITIES

Connects to Existing Sidewalk, Trail, or Bicycle 
Facility 

Any project which fills an immediate gap was 
given higher priority. An example of this can be 
found on Evans Mill Road between Hillandale 
Drive and Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) 
where a project to fill sidewalk gaps on both 
sides of the road is recommended.

Improves Access to Transit

Projects that improve direct access to bus 
stops and shelters were given the highest 
score while projects within a mile of a transit 
stop or shelter were also awarded at least 
three points for this factor. 

Improves Access to Schools & Parks

Likewise, projects providing direct connections 
to schools and parks received ten points while 
projects within up to one mile of a school or 
park received at least three points.

Potential for Regional Connection

Larger-scale projects which provide connections 
to adjacent communities in unincorporated 
DeKalb County, Rockdale County, or the City of 
Lithonia received five points.

Improves Bicycle & Pedestrian Connections 
Within Stonecrest

If the project provided an immediate 
improvement on bicycling and walking 
connectivity within Stonecrest, particularly 
near major generators of walking and 
bicycling, the project received five points.

PROJECT READINESS

Project Complexity

This factor considers project implementation 
challenges such as coordination with GDOT 
or railroad companies, utility relocation, 
environmental considerations, and available 
right-of-way. Projects with the lowest amount 
of complexity received more points.

Alignment with Prior Project/Recommendation

Projects stemming from previous plans and 
studies were given higher consideration for 
this factor.

Environmental Screening

If the project has the potential for adverse 
impacts to wetlands or is in close proximity 
to flood zones and environmentally sensitive 
areas, fewer points were awarded.

Community Support

Projects specifically supported by community 
members were given the highest number of 
points for this factor.
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
There are a variety of ways to pay for biking 
and walking facilities. In its first few years 
as a City, Stonecrest has historically relied 
on funding from the DeKalb County Special-
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) to 
fund infrastructure improvements. Design 
and construction of sidewalk, shared-
use path, neighborhood greenway, and 
other biking and walking projects can 
also be funded through partnerships with 
quasi-governmental organizations such as 
Community Improvement Districts (CIDs) as 
well as through federal programs administered 
by the Atlanta Regional Commission, 
grants, bonds, and assistance programs. 
The following summarizes select potential 
funding sources that may be used in planing, 
design, and construction of biking and walking 
infrastructure improvements. This is not an 
exhaustive list; there are many more potential 
sources available. 

FEDERAL-SPONSORED SOURCES

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

The Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) allocates federal funds for use in the 
construction of projects within the 20-County 
Atlanta metropolitan region. The Atlanta 
Regional Commission is the federally-designated 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. Included 
within the allocation of funds is funding for 
trails, specifically last mile connectivity and the 
construction of side paths.55

Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) 
Program

The Surface Transportation Block Grant 
(STBG) Program provides flexible funding 
to states and localities for projects which 
aim to preserve and improve the conditions 

55 Atlanta Regional Commission (2023). Transportation Improvement Program.  
https://atlantaregional.org/what-we-do/transportation-planning/transportation-improvement-program/
56 Federal Highway Administration (2022). Surface Transportation Block Grant Program (STBG).  
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/
57 Federal Highway Administration (2022). Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement Program.  
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/cmaq.cfm
58 Rails to Trails Conservancy (2022). Active Transportation Infrastructure Investment Program. 
https://www.railstotrails.org/policy/funding/active-transportation-infrastructure-investment-program/

and performance of highways, bridges, and 
tunnels; and to improve pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure.56

Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ) 
Improvement Program

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program serves to provide 
flexible funding to states and local 
governments. Eligible programs and projects 
are those which aim to help reduce congestion 
and improve air quality for areas that do 
not currently meet the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards for ozone, carbon monoxide, 
or particulate matter.57  

Active Transportation Infrastructure Investment 
Program (ATIIP)

Administered by the Department 
of Transportation (DOT), the Active 
Transportation Infrastructure Investment 
Program (ATIIP) provides competitive grants 
for investing in active transportation network 
projects. The program was authorized under 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, but was 
subject to general fund appropriations. These 
can include improving existing infrastructure, 
as well as creating opportunities for 
sustainable transportation and recreation. The 
FY2024 proposed budget includes a potential 
$60 million for that year.58  

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with 
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary 
Grant Program

The Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
grant program, funded by the Department 
of Transportation, provides grants for 
multimodal, multi-jurisdictional projects, 
which can include trails.  The eligibility 
requirements for funding are quite flexible, 
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allowing for a host of entities and projects. 
Funds can be directly provided to any public 
entity, including municipalities, counties, port 
authorities, tribal, governments, MPOs, or 
others in order to support the completion of 
multimodal, and multi-jurisdictional projects 
that would generally otherwise have more 
difficulty in obtaining funding.59 

Carbon Reduction Program (CRP)

Established by the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, the Carbon Reduction Program provides 
funding for emissions-reducing projects. Each 
state receives apportionments under the 
program. Funds can be utilized for planning, 
designing, and construction of on- and off-road 
trail facilities. The FHWA designates a portion of 
the funding to each state, which in turn divides 
that among eligible programs and projects.60  

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

The Recreational Trails Program is a federal 
grant program funded by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and administered at 
the state level by the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources. Eligible applicants include 
local governments, authorized commissions, 
and state and federal agencies. Funding can be 
utilized for trail construction, trail maintenance, 
and education regarding the trail.61

Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)

The Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) 
discretionary grant program was established 
by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and 
provides funds for projects and initiatives. 
The SS4A grant program consists of two 
categories – Action plan grants to assist in 
the development or updating of Action Plans; 
and Implementation grants for funding the 
planning, design, and development of activities 
identified in Action Plans.62

59 U.S. Department of Transportation (2023). About RAISE Grants. https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about
60 Federal Highway Administration (2022). Carbon Reduction Program (CRP).  
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/crp_fact_sheet.cfm
61 Georgia Department of Natural Resources (2023). Recreational Trails Program. https://gadnr.org/RTP
62 U.S. Department of Transportation (2023). Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Grant Program.  
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A
63 State Road & Tollway Authority (2023). Georgia Transportation Infrastructure Bank. https://srta.ga.gov/gtib/
64 Georgia Department of Transportation (2023). Safe Routes to School. https://saferoutesga.org/
65 Georgia Department of Natural Resources (2023). Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program. https://gadnr.org/gosp

STATE-SPONSORED SOURCES

Georgia Transportation Infrastructure Bank 
(GTIB)

The Georgia Transportation Infrastructure 
Bank (GTIB) is a program administered by 
the State Road and Tollway Authority. The 
program provides grants and low-interest 
loans to projects which address critical local 
and state transportation needs, including 
economic development and mobility. 
Projects must demonstrate a degree of local 
commitment and an application of innovative 
solutions.63 

Georgia Safe Routes to School (SRTS)

The Georgia Department of Transportation’s 
Safe Routes to School program assists 
schools and communities in creating safe 
environments for children to walk and roll 
to and from school. Assistance can include 
education, planning services, and safety 
audits, as well as support for improving the 
infrastructure around schools and along school 
walking/rolling routes.64 

Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program

The Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Program is 
a grant and loan program approved by voters 
in 2018, administered by the Department 
of Natural Resources. It provides a funding 
mechanism to support parks and trails of local, 
state, and regional significance as well as to 
acquire and protect areas for the provision 
of clean water, wildlife, and natural resource-
based outdoor recreation.65 
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LOCAL- & REGIONAL-SPONSORED SOURCES

DeKalb County SPLOST

The DeKalb County Special Purpose Local 
Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) is a one-cent sales 
tax that provides funding exclusively for capital 
projects, including roads, and buildings. The 
current SPLOST was approved by voters, 
to last from 2016 to 2024. Based on a 2016 
population and percentage distribution, the 
estimated six-year SPLOST total for Stonecrest 
would be $47,757,176. The transportation 
budget constitutes $240 million of the 
total $387 million and provides funding for 
sidewalks, multi-use trails, traffic signals and 
intersections, and safety enhancements, 
among other improvements.66

City of Stonecrest General Fund

The Stonecrest General Fund is the primary 
operating fund for the City of Stonecrest, and 
is derived from taxes, fines, fees, grants, and 
other revenue sources. The General Fund can 
be utilized for a variety of purposes, including 
transportation projects and improvements. 

Municipal Bonds

As a long-term option, the City could 
potentially consider a municipal bond, to be 
used for the funding of capital expenditures. 
Generally exempt from many taxes, bonds can 
be attractive options of debt security for local, 
county, and state governments.

66 DeKalb County, GA (2022). DeKalb County SPLOST Program Update.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/SPLOST-UPDATE-1-25-22-final.pdf
67 Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (2023). Grant Eligibility Requirements. https://www.railstotrails.org/our-work/grants/eligibility/
68 American Trails (2023). The Trail Fund Programs. https://www.americantrails.org/the-trail-fund
69 National Park Service (2022). National Recreation Trails.  
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/national-recreation-trails.htm
70 National Park Service (2023). Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program. https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/index.htm

ADDITIONAL GRANT & ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Grants Program

Open to state, regional, local, tribal agencies, 
and non-profits, the Rails-to-Trails Grants 
program provides funding to support, develop, 
and activate local and regional trail networks.67 

Trails Capacity Program

The Trails Capacity Program is a nationwide 
funding resource facilitated by American Trails 
which supports trail research, design, planning, 
stewardship, and maintenance projects. 
Eligible applicants include non-Forest Service 
Federal lands, as well as state, local, and 
private lands.68  

National Recreation Trails (NRT)

The National Recreation Trails designation 
recognizes exemplary existing trails. 
Securing this designation can provide access 
to technical assistance and listing in a 
database. NRT designation may be taken into 
consideration by some funding sources.69 

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 
Program (RCTA) 

Similar to National Recreation Trails, this 
program is an arm of the National Park Service, 
and can provide access to technical assistance 
in developing or restoring parks, conservation 
areas, rivers, and wildlife habitats, as well as 
creating outdoor recreation opportunities and 
programs.70 
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LACK OF SIDEWALK FACILITIES 
ON KLONDIKE ROAD NEAR 
ARABIA MOUNTAIN HIGH 
SCHOOL AND MURPHEY 
CANDLER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Chapter 7: 
Implementation Plan
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN OVERVIEW
This chapter presents the implementation 
plan consisting of recommendations for new 
bicycle and pedestrian projects across the City 
that City staff should consider implementing 
over the next 30 years.

The implementation plan consists of 151 linear 
projects in two groups - the Sidewalk Master 
Plan and the Bicycle & Trail Master Plan. The 
Sidewalk Master Plan includes 75 projects such 
as new sidewalk installation as well as smaller 
projects which fill existing sidewalk gaps. 
The Bicycle & Trail Master Plan includes a 
variety of different facilities across 76 projects 
which can be utilized by pedestrians or 
bicyclists - depending on the type, and these 
include shared-use paths, protected bicycle 
lanes, neighborhood greenways, cul-de-sac 
connnectors, and sharrow markings.

Projects presented within each master plan 
are grouped into three tiers based on the 
results of the prioritization exercise presented 
in Chapter 6: 

• Tier 1 - These are higher priority 
projects anticipated to be initiated 
within a 10-year timeframe. 

• Tier 2 - These are medium priority 
projects which could be funded within 
the next 20 years.

• Tier 3 - These are lower priority, more 
long-term projects that could be 
funded within the next 30 years.

Within each of the three tiers, projects are 
grouped into two lists - one shows projects 
along local routes maintained by the City of 
Stonecrest or DeKalb County and the other 
list consists of projects along state routes 
maintained by the Georgia Department 
of Transportation (GDOT). All project 
recommendations presented in this chapter 
include high-level information consisting of: 
project limits, the project source (whether it 
was from this planning process or a previous 
plan such as the Stonecrest Transportation 
Master Plan), and planning-level cost estimates 
in 2023 dollars. 

This section also highlights ten priority projects 
that the City can implement in the short-term 
future. These projects are located throughout 
the City in areas with higher walking and biking 
propensity, such as near parks and schools, 
and also can facilitate better access to transit, 
employers, and recreation.

The master plans are supported by transit 
considerations and spot projects that should 
influence and possibly complement linear 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. This chapter 
includes cost descriptions and locations 
where these types of facilities are being 
recommended in conjunction with sidewalks 
and shared-use paths.

The report concludes with a series of 
recommended policies and strategies for the 
City to consider as it implements the walking 
and bicycling network of recommendations 
and makes the City of Stonecrest a place 
where it is comfortable and safe to walk or 
bike, regardless of age or ability.
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

SIDEWALK MASTER PLAN

The Sidewalk Master Plan component of the 
Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan 
consists of 75 sidewalk projects spanning over 
nearly 41 linear miles across the City. Examples 
of sidewalk projects include filling sidewalk 
gaps on Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) 
and installing new sidewalk on Crossvale Road, 
Minola Drive, and portions of Turner Hill Road. 

The recommended Sidewalk Master Plan 
is shown in Figure 38 against existing 
infrastructure to illustrate the degree 
to which these projects can fill existing 
sidewalk gaps in the City’s sidewalk network 
Recommended shared-use paths are included 
in the map for further context to illustrate 
the connectivity that this network strives to 
create for pedestrians in Stonecrest. Additional 
information on shared-use path projects is 
provided within the Bicycle & Trail Master Plan.

Table 4 summarizes the Sidewalk Master Plan 
by each of the three project tiers. Nearly 12 
linear miles of sidewalks are included within 
Tier 1 at a cost of $16.5 million to $19.9 million. 
Additional details and project lists within each 
tier begin on page 108. A large-scale map of 
the Master Plan is included in Appendix B.

Tier Projects Miles
Planning Level  

Cost Range

1 23 11.7 $16.5M - $19.9M

2 26 12.8 $13.2M - $16.0M

3 26 16.4 $14.8M  - $17.8M

TOTAL 75 40.9 $44.4M - $53.6M

Table 4. Summary of Sidewalk Master Plan by Tier

About Cost Estimates

The cost to plan, design, construct, and maintain 
sidewalks, shared-use paths, and other bicycle/
trail facilities varies based on a number of factors, 
including, but not limited to, the location and 
context of the proposed facility, the surface 
material, number of side streets or driveways, the 
amount of land needed, and whether utility poles 
are within the proposed footprint. Cost estimates 
are fluid and subject to change based upon factors 
such as the cost of labor, materials, and inflation. 

Estimates for biking and walking facilities around 
the Atlanta region vary considerably. Recent 
estimates for shared-use paths and greenway 
trails at the time of bid in Cobb County range 
from $2.0-$2.6 million per mile. Segments of 
the Peachtree Creek Greenway Trail Extension 
are estimated at around $5 million per mile, 
and the joint Woodstock and Cherokee County 
project to extend Noonday Creek between SR 92 
and Noonday Creek Park was estimated at $4.5 
million per mile in the August 2023 version of 
the Atlanta Region’s Plan. Per-mile estimates for 
the total project cost of bicycle and pedestrian 
recommendations from the Stonecrest TMP are as 
follows (by project type, in 2020 dollars):

• Cul-de-Sac Connector: $1.8 million

•  Neighborhood Greenway: $770,000

•  On-Street Bike Lanes: $2.3 million

•  Shared-Use Path/Trail: $2.2 million 

•  Sidewalk: $875,000

The estimates included in this plan are intended 
as guidance only. They reflect planning-level 
estimates in 2023 dollars and are subject to change 
over time. They do not reflect details related to 
signing and marking, signalization, walls, lighting, or 
landscaping. Project features such as boardwalks, 
bridges, and fences, as well as the amount of land 
disturbance, clearing, grading, and traffic control 
during construction may also impact costs. More 
detailed estimates will be needed at each phase 
of design and construction for individual projects 
and it is likely they will change as more detailed 
information becomes available during project 
scoping, design, and construction phases. 

THE SIDEWALK MASTER PLAN 
CONSISTS OF 75 PROJECTS 
SPANNING NEARLY 41 MILES 
ACROSS STONECREST.

*Note: Does not add to total due to rounding
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Figure 38. Recommended Sidewalk Master Plan
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

BICYCLE & TRAIL MASTER PLAN

The Sidewalk Master Plan component of 
the Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail 
Plan consists of 76 bicycle and trail projects 
spanning nearly 71 linear miles across the 
City. This consists of different facility types 
designed for bicyclists and trail users including:

• Shared-Use Paths
• Neighborhood Greenways
• Sharrows
• Protected Bicycle Lanes
• Cul-de-Sac Connectors and New 

Connections
This network emphasizes facilities which 
provide complete separation from motorists; 
however, there are some locations where 
providing protected bicycle lanes or shared-
use paths is not feasible due to factors such as 
presence of utilities, lack of right-of-way, hilly 
topography, or roadway curvature. Detailed 
descriptions of these facility types are included 
in Chapter 4 of this report.

The recommended Bicycle & Trail Master 
Plan is shown in Figure 39 against existing 
infrastructure to illustrate the degree to which 
these projects can fill existing gaps in the City’s 
bicycle and trail network. Recommended 
sidewalks are included in the map for further 
context to illustrate the connectivity that this 
network strives to create for non-motorists in 
Stonecrest. Additional information on sidewalks 
is provided within the Sidewalk Master Plan.

Table 5 summarizes the Bicycle & Trail Master 
Plan by each of the three project tiers. Nearly 
19 linear miles of bicycle and trail infrastructure 
are included within Tier 1 at a cost of $42.4 
million to $51.0 million. Additional details and 
project lists within each tier begin on page 112.

Table 6 provides a summary of the Bicycle & 
Trail Master Plan by facility type and shows 
that a majority of recommendations are 
shared-use paths. 

A large-scale map of the Master Plan is 
included in Appendix C.

Tier Projects Miles
Planning Level  

Cost Range

1 22 18.9  $42.4M  - $51.0M 

2 25 24.8 $51.0M - $61.3M

3 29 26.9 $58.9M - $70.7M

TOTAL 76 70.6 $152.4M - $183.0M

Table 5. Bicycle & Trail Master Plan by Project Tier

Type Projects Miles

Shared-Use Path 62 61.7

Neighborhood 
Greenways 6 5.6

Sharrows 2 1.7

Protected Bicycle 
Lanes 1 1.2

Cul-de-Sac 
Connectors 4 0.2

New Connection 1 0.2

TOTAL 76 70.6

Table 6. Bicycle & Trail Master Plan by Project Type

THE BICYCLE & TRAIL MASTER 
PLAN CONSISTS OF 76 
PROJECTS SPANNING NEARLY 
71 MILES ACROSS STONECREST 
WITH DIFFERENT PROJECT 
TYPES PROVIDING VARYING 
DEGREES OF SEPARATION 
FROM VEHICLES AND OTHER 
ROADWAY USERS.

*Note: Does not add to total due to rounding
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Figure 39. Recommended Bicycle & Trail Master Plan
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

PRIORITY BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN 
PROJECTS
Based upon a combination of the results of the 
prioritization process, community input, and 
input from City staff, ten projects have been 
identified as priorities for implementation 
across Stonecrest. The identification of 
priority projects was based upon numerous 
factors such as willing project partners, 
public support, potential for improved 
connectivity, geographic distribution, demand 
and propensity for walking and biking, 
and opportunities for local and regional 
connections.

Designation as a “priority” means there is 
support and momentum for these projects 
and that they should be prioritized in terms 
of funding for design and construction. They 

Using Cost Estimates
When planning for future sidewalk, shared-use 
path, and other projects, consider the following: 

• Estimates reflect planning-level analysis and 
are provided for planning purposes only. As 
such, they are provided as a range to reflect 
likely variations. 

• Costs are likely to change through the course 
of project scoping, preliminary engineering, 
and other phases, as additional details and 
more concrete project information and 
potential impacts become available. 

• Costs are provided in 2023 dollars and rates 
of inflation should be considered and applied 
over time. 

Cost estimates are based on an estimated cost 
of construction for major project elements, such 
as concrete, drainage, and curb and gutter. They 
include assumed percentages of construction cost 
for other project phases: preliminary engineering 
(PE) - 15-23%, right-of-way (ROW) - 10-15%, 
utilities - 20%, and construction inspection (CEI) 
- 10%. Additionally, each estimate includes an 
additional 20% for contingency. More detailed 
estimates are provided for priority projects 
featured in cut-sheets (see Appendix D).

Filling Sidewalk Gaps Along Evans Mill Road Between Davidson 
Drive and Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) is Among the Ten 
Recommended Priority Projects

represent strategic priorities because they 
meet multiple plan goals, have support from 
partner agencies, and will confer significant 
benefits to the overall walking and bicycling 
network as well as Stonecrest residents and 
visitors.

The ten priority projects consist of six sidewalk 
projects, three shared-use path projects, and 
one neighborhood greenway. The location 
of these ten projects are shown in Figure 40 
and pages 106 through 107 show descriptions 
of each project. These descriptions are 
accompanied by separate project “cutsheets” 
with illustrations, maps, planning-level cost 
estimates, and key features of each project, 
provided in Appendix D. These cutsheets also 
feature anticipated benefits, challenges, and 
reference maps providing further context.
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Figure 40. Priority Projects Within Stonecrest
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

EVANS MILL ROAD SIDEWALK   
Davidson Drive to Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12)

This project would fill gaps in the existing sidewalk network and repair a short 
segment of old, damaged sidewalk along both sides of Evans Mill Road between 
Davidson Drive and Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12). It will improve pedestrian 
safety along a commercial corridor that is also served by public transportation and 
which was the site of multiple crashes involving pedestrians between 2018 and 2022. 

SW-14

SW-15

TURNER HILL ROAD SIDEWALK   
Stonecrest Parkway East to Interstate 20 Interchange

This project would fill a gap in the existing sidewalk network, providing approximately 
1,800 linear feet of sidewalk along both sides of Turner Hill Road north of Stonecrest 
Parkway to connect to the existing sidewalk on the bridge over I-20. Although 
it seems an unlikely place to walk, desire lines can be seen alongside the road, 
especially on the west. 

FAIRINGTON PARKWAY SIDEWALK   
West Fairington Parkway to Existing Sidewalk West of Norfair Loop

This project would install several segments of new sidewalk along the north side of 
Fairington Parkway between the existing sidewalk opposite Fairington Park and West 
Fairington Parkway, including through the triangular intersection at Fairington Parkway. 
The project would serve residents of several nearby apartment complexes, improve 
access to Fairington Park and Walmart, and support riders of MARTA Route 117.

HAYDEN QUARRY ROAD SIDEWALK   
Existing Sidewalk East of Providence Circle to Turner Hill Road

This project would help set the stage for future development in the area and improve 
access to the Stonecrest Library, on Klondike Road at the western end of the corridor. 
It would install nearly 5,000 feet of new sidewalk along the north side of Hayden 
Quarry Road between existing sidewalk near Wesley Providence Apartments and 
Turner Hill Road, just south of the Mall at Stonecrest.  

SNAPFINGER WOODS DRIVE SIDEWALK   
Segment 2 - Miller Road to Panola Road

Project SW-71 would provide more than one mile of new sidewalk in several 
segments along both sides of Snapfinger Woods Drive. It would support workers at 
light industrial, commercial, and office businesses as well as riders of MARTA Route 
111. It would also improve safety, providing sidewalk along a road with a 45 mph 
speed limit and at least one pedestrian crash in the past five years. 

SW-17

SW-71

SW-77
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SW-79

WEST FAIRINGTON PARKWAY SIDEWALK  
Panola Road to Existing Sidewalk West of Walmart Drive

This sidewalk would be a complement to SW-15 and fill a roughly 1,200-foot gap 
in the sidewalk network along the north side of West Fairington Parkway, east of 
Panola Road. It would serve users of MARTA Route 117 and improve access between 
residential areas, Walmart, and adjacent commercial areas along Panola Road. 

OTTAWA TRAIL NEIGHBORHOOD GREENWAY  
Rock Springs Road to Fairington Parkway via Ottawa Trail and Phillip Bradley Drive

This project would install a neighborhood greenway along Ottawa Trail and Phillip 
Bradley Drive, consisting primarily of shared-lane markings, marked crosswalks across 
side streets for both pedestrians and bicyclists, and post-mounted wayfinding and 
directional signage. It would connect to a number of proposed projects in the area, 
including neighborhood connectors, flashing beacons, and shared-use paths. 

PHILLIPS ROAD SHARED-USE PATH  
Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) to Stonecrest City Limit

Project SUP-34 would convert existing sidewalk and fill gaps with a roughly 8,300-
foot long shared-use path. This high-scoring project would expand choices for how 
student and others at Lithonia High School as well as improve access and connectivity 
to Redan Recreation Center and Redan Park. It would also connect to a future 
planned shared-use path along Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12).

SALEM ROAD SHARED-USE PATH   
Segment 2 - Panola Road to Fannin Drive

This project, one in a series proposed along Salem Road, would convert roughly a 
half-mile of sidewalk to a wider shared-use path on the north side of the road, in 
font of Salem Park and opposite Salem Middle School. It would connect to future 
proposed shared-use paths on both the east and the west, as well as a proposed 
neighborhood greenway on Fannin Drive. 

KLONDIKE ROAD SHARED-USE PATH  
Segment 4 - Stonecrest City Limit/Rockdale County Line to South Goddard Road

This segment of the Klondike Road Shared-Use Path would install a roughly 1.5-mile 
shared-use path along the west side of Klondike Road along the southernmost 
portion of the road within the City of Stonecrest. This project scored highly in the 
prioritization process and would increase access to the South River Trails, Murphey 
Candler Elementary School, Arabia Mountain, and Everett Park. 

SUP-34

SUP-42

SUP-63

NG-3
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TIER 1 RECOMMENDATIONS  
(10 YEAR IMPLEMENTATION PLAN)

TIER 1 SIDEWALK PROJECTS

The Tier 1 group of projects consists of those 
sidewalk projects which scored the highest 
in the prioritization exercise and provide the 
most immediate benefit to areas of Stonecrest 
with a higher propensity for walking. This 
group of projects are also the least complex 
to implement compared to the other two tiers 
of sidewalk projects. The sidewalk projects 
presented as part of this tier are not fiscally 
constrained nor are they presented in a ranked 
order. They are essentially a guide to help the 
City implement higher priority projects sooner.

Among the 41 linear miles of sidewalk within 
the Sidewalk Master Plan, 11.7 linear miles are 
part of the Tier 1 list of sidewalk projects. Of 
the 75 recommended sidewalk projects in the 
Sidewalk Master Plan, 23 projects are within 
Tier 1. Planning-level cost estimates indicate 
that if all Tier 1 projects are implemented by 
the City, it would cost between $16.5 million to 
$19.9 million. 

The Tier 1 projects are geographically depicted 
in Figure 41 and are located primarily in the 
northern section of the City coinciding with 
areas which have a larger share of households 
without vehicle access, a higher density of jobs, 
and access to transit stops. Sidewalk projects 
on local routes maintained by the City of 
Stonecrest or DeKalb County are listed in Table 
7 while sidewalk projects along state routes 
maintained by GDOT are listed in Table 8 on 
page 110. 

Local routes with Tier 1 recommended 
sidewalk projects include Panola Industrial 
Boulevard, Snapfinger Woods Drive, Panola 
Road, Park Central Boulevard, Hillvale Road, 
Turner Hill Road, and Fairington Parkway. Many 
of these corridors are in the Panola industrial 
area in the northwest corner of the City, and 
this area is one of the major job clusters in the 
City. Adding sidewalk will enable safer access to 
both employers and transit stops.
71 Georgia Department of Transportation (2022). SR 12/US 278 fm DeKalb Medical Pkwy to Cragstone Ct - VRU.  
https://www.dot.ga.gov/applications/geopi/Pages/Dashboard.aspx?ProjectId=0008288

Additionally, connectivity to retail jobs is 
an objective of the Tier 1 sidewalk projects, 
particularly along Panola Road and near the 
Mall at Stonecrest. Sidewalks along Panola 
Road will improve access to retailers such as 
Publix, Lowe’s, and Walmart. 

Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) throughout 
the City has three Tier 1 recommended sidewalk 
projects. These projects fill in sidewalk gaps 
in areas near a variety of land uses including 
single-family and multi-family residential as 
well as retail and commercial. These three 
projects are carried over from the Stonecrest 
Transportation Master Plan and complement a 
programmed GDOT project along the corridor. 
This project (PI 008288) spans from DeKalb 
Medical Parkway to Cragstone Court and 
includes installing raised medians and two 
pedestrian hybrid beacons (PHBs).71

Of the 23 Tier 1 recommended sidewalk 
projects, five projects are considered 
“priority projects.” This includes projects 
to fill sidewalk gaps along Evans Mill Road 
between Davidson Drive and Covington 
Highway (SW-14), Fairington Parkway between 
W. Fairington Parkway and existing sidewalk 
near Norfair Loop (SW-17), Snapfinger Woods 
Drive between Miller Road and Panola Road 
(SW-71), Turner Hill Road between Stonecrest 
Parkway East and the I-20 interchange, and W. 
Fairington Parkway between Panola Road and 
Wal-Mart Drive (SW-79).

RECOMMENDED TIER 1 
SIDEWALKS FILL GAPS ALONG 
COVINGTON HIGHWAY (US 
278/SR 12), IMPROVE ACCESS 
TO THE PANOLA INDUSTRIAL 
AREA, AND BETTER CONNECT 
RESIDENTS TO RETAIL AND 
INDUSTRIAL JOBS ON PANOLA 
ROAD AND NEAR THE MALL.
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Figure 41. Tier 1 Sidewalk Project Recommendations
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-12 Dividend Dr Sidewalk Park Central Blvd Existing Sidewalk at  
5447 Dividend Dr South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $330,000  - $400,000

SW-14* Evans Mill Rd Sidewalk Davidson Dr Covington Hwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $660,000  - $800,000 

SW-15* Fairington Pkwy Sidewalk W Fairington Pkwy Existing Sidewalk west of 
Norfair Lp North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $360,000 - $440,000 

SW-18 Hillvale Rd Sidewalk DeKalb Medical Pkwy Covington Hwy Both Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.1M  - $1.3M

SW-22 Klondike Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Wesley Providence Pkwy Mall Pkwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $210,000  - $260,000

SW-36 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 6) Existing Sidewalk at  
Wilkins Rd Covington Hwy East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $350,000  - $420,000 

SW-40 Panola Industrial Blvd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Miller Rd Panola Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.1M  - $1.3M 

SW-43 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) W Fairington Pkwy Existing Sidewalk at  
3045 Panola Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $60,000  - $80,000 

SW-44 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Existing Sidewalk at  
2671 Panola Rd

Existing Sidewalk at  
2523 Panola Rd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $130,000  - $160,000 

SW-46 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Dividend Dr/Miller Grove 
High School Path Covington Hwy Both Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $630,000  - $760,000 

SW-47 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 5) Covington Hwy Panola Way Ln West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $390,000  - $470,000 

SW-48 Park Central Blvd Sidewalk Snapfinger Woods Dr Covington Hwy East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $850,000  - $1.0M 

SW-69 Snapfinger Woods Dr Sidewalk (Segment 3) Keystone Gates Dr Existing Sidewalk west of 
Emory Hospital South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $310,000  - $380,000 

SW-70 Snapfinger Woods Dr Sidewalk (Segment 1) Miller Rd Miller Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $250,000  - $300,000 

SW-71* Snapfinger Woods Dr Sidewalk (Segment 2) Miller Rd West of Panola Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $4.5M  - $5.4M

SW-75 Tribble St Sidewalk Lithonia Industrial Blvd Stonecrest City Limit South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $290,000  - $350,000 

SW-77* Turner Hill Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Stonecrest Pkwy E I-20 Overpass Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $2.4M  - $2.8M

SW-79* W Fairington Pkwy Sidewalk Panola Rd Existing Sidewalk west of 
Walmart Dr North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $320,000  - $390,000 

SW-80 Walmart Dr Sidewalk W Fairington Pkwy Fairington Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $180,000  - $220,000 

SW-84 Fairington Rd Sidewalk Panola Rd Existing Sidewalk west of 
Walmart Dr South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $70,000  - $90,000 

Table 7. Tier 1 Sidewalk Projects on Local Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-7 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Sidewalk 
(Segment 1) Park Central Blvd DeKalb Medical Pkwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $930,000 - $1.1M

SW-9 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Sidewalk 
(Segment 2)

Existing Sidewalk east of 
Phillips Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $230,000 - $280,000

SW-10 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Sidewalk 
(Segment 3) Lithonia Industrial Blvd Evans Mill Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $910,000 - $1.1M

Table 8. Tier 1 Sidewalk Projects on State Routes

* = Priority Projects
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ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-12 Dividend Dr Sidewalk Park Central Blvd Existing Sidewalk at  
5447 Dividend Dr South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $330,000  - $400,000

SW-14* Evans Mill Rd Sidewalk Davidson Dr Covington Hwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $660,000  - $800,000 

SW-15* Fairington Pkwy Sidewalk W Fairington Pkwy Existing Sidewalk west of 
Norfair Lp North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $360,000 - $440,000 

SW-18 Hillvale Rd Sidewalk DeKalb Medical Pkwy Covington Hwy Both Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.1M  - $1.3M

SW-22 Klondike Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Wesley Providence Pkwy Mall Pkwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $210,000  - $260,000

SW-36 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 6) Existing Sidewalk at  
Wilkins Rd Covington Hwy East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $350,000  - $420,000 

SW-40 Panola Industrial Blvd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Miller Rd Panola Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.1M  - $1.3M 

SW-43 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) W Fairington Pkwy Existing Sidewalk at  
3045 Panola Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $60,000  - $80,000 

SW-44 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Existing Sidewalk at  
2671 Panola Rd

Existing Sidewalk at  
2523 Panola Rd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $130,000  - $160,000 

SW-46 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Dividend Dr/Miller Grove 
High School Path Covington Hwy Both Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $630,000  - $760,000 

SW-47 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 5) Covington Hwy Panola Way Ln West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $390,000  - $470,000 

SW-48 Park Central Blvd Sidewalk Snapfinger Woods Dr Covington Hwy East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $850,000  - $1.0M 

SW-69 Snapfinger Woods Dr Sidewalk (Segment 3) Keystone Gates Dr Existing Sidewalk west of 
Emory Hospital South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $310,000  - $380,000 

SW-70 Snapfinger Woods Dr Sidewalk (Segment 1) Miller Rd Miller Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $250,000  - $300,000 

SW-71* Snapfinger Woods Dr Sidewalk (Segment 2) Miller Rd West of Panola Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $4.5M  - $5.4M

SW-75 Tribble St Sidewalk Lithonia Industrial Blvd Stonecrest City Limit South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $290,000  - $350,000 

SW-77* Turner Hill Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Stonecrest Pkwy E I-20 Overpass Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $2.4M  - $2.8M

SW-79* W Fairington Pkwy Sidewalk Panola Rd Existing Sidewalk west of 
Walmart Dr North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $320,000  - $390,000 

SW-80 Walmart Dr Sidewalk W Fairington Pkwy Fairington Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $180,000  - $220,000 

SW-84 Fairington Rd Sidewalk Panola Rd Existing Sidewalk west of 
Walmart Dr South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $70,000  - $90,000 

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-7 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Sidewalk 
(Segment 1) Park Central Blvd DeKalb Medical Pkwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $930,000 - $1.1M

SW-9 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Sidewalk 
(Segment 2)

Existing Sidewalk east of 
Phillips Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $230,000 - $280,000

SW-10 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Sidewalk 
(Segment 3) Lithonia Industrial Blvd Evans Mill Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $910,000 - $1.1M
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TIER 1 BICYCLE & TRAIL PROJECTS 

The Tier 1 group of bicycle and trail projects 
consists of those bicycle and trail projects 
which the City should consider implementing 
within the next ten years. This group of 
projects consists of the highest priority 
projects with lower complexity compared to 
Tiers 2 and 3. The bicycle and trail projects 
presented as part of this tier are not fiscally 
constrained nor are they presented in a ranked 
order. They are essentially a guide to help the 
City implement higher priority projects sooner.

Among the 71 linear miles of bicycle and 
trail facilities within the Bicycle & Trail 
Master Plan, 18.9 linear miles are part of 
the Tier 1 list of bicycle and trail projects. 
Of the 76 recommended bicycle and trail 
projects in the Bicycle & Trail Master Plan, 22 
projects are within Tier 1. Planning-level cost 
estimates indicate that if all Tier 1 projects 
are implemented by the City, it would cost 
between $42.4 million and $51.0 million. A 
summary of Tier 1 projects by type is shown to 
the right in Table 9.

The Tier 1 bicycle and trail projects are 
geographically depicted in Figure 42 and are 
located primarily north of I-20 though there are 
some projects along Panola Road, Fairington 
Parkway, and Mall Parkway which serve more 
central portions of the City. Tier 1 bicycle and 
trail projects on local routes maintained by 
the City of Stonecrest or DeKalb County are 
listed in Table 10 while Tier 1 bicycle and trail 
projects along state routes maintained by 
GDOT are listed in Table 11 on page 114. 

Local routes with Tier 1 recommended 
shared-use path projects include Chupp Road, 
Fairington Parkway, Panola Road, Salem Road, 
Hillandale Drive, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, 
Mall Parkway, Phillips Road, and S. Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Road. There is also a trail 
project (SUP-57) which connects Chupp Way to 
the New Birth Missionary Baptist Church. This 
trail is part of a larger recommended initiative 
to construct trails near Joel's Lake and Pole 
Bridge Creek with a proposed trailhead utilizing 
New Birth Missionary Baptist Church parking. 

Table 9. Tier 1 Bicycle & Trail Projects by Type

There are two recommended Tier 1 
neighborhood greenway projects - one on 
Arabian Woods Drive (NG-1) and the other on 
Ottawa Trail and Phillip Bradley Drive (NG-3). 
These connect to shared-use paths, parks, and 
schools in their immediate vicinity.

There are two Tier 1 shared-use path projects 
on Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) in the 
eastern portion of the City. The first (SUP-62)
between Phillips Road and Lithonia Industrial 
Boulevard is intended to connect another Tier 
1 shared-use path on Phillips Road (SUP-34) 
to Tier 3 projects along Lithonia Industrial 
Boulevard (SUP-19 and SUP-20). The second 
connects the shared-use path on Chupp Road 
near Stoneview Elementary School to the 
Arabia Mountain PATH Trail at Klondike Road. 

Of the 22 Tier 1 recommended bicycle and 
trail projects, three projects are featured 
as priority projects. These include a 
neighborhood greenway on Ottawa Trail 
(NG-3) and shared-use paths on Phillips Road 
(SUP-34) and Salem Road between Panola 
Road and Fannin Drive near Salem Park and 
Salem Middle School (SUP-42). 

Type Projects Miles
Shared-Use Path 20 17.8

Neighborhood 
Greenways 2 1.1

TOTAL 22 18.9

RECOMMENDED TIER 1 
BICYCLE & TRAIL PROJECTS 
CARRY FORWARD PROJECTS 
FROM THE PANOLA ROAD 
CORRIDOR STUDY AND 
FEATURE IMPROVEMENTS ON 
HEAVILY TRAVELED CORRIDORS 
SUCH AS MALL PARKWAY AND 
HILLANDALE DRIVE.
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Figure 42. Tier 1 Bicycle & Trail Project Recommendations
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Table 10. Tier 1 Bicycle & Trail Projects on Local Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Neighborhood Greenways Neighborhood Greenways

NG-1 Arabian Woods Dr Neighborhood Greenway Woodrow Dr PATH Trail Crossing N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $35,000  - $50,000  

NG-3* Ottawa Trl Neighborhood Greenway Rock Springs Rd Fairington Pkwy N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $50,000  - $60,000

Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths
SUP-5 Chupp Rd Shared-Use Path Lithonia Industrial Blvd Covington Hwy North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.0M  - $2.4M

SUP-12 Fairington Pkwy Shared-Use Path Panola Rd Joels Lake Path Trail South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.7M  - $3.2M

SUP-14 Hillandale Dr Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Panola Rd DeKalb Medical Pkwy North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.9M  - $3.5M 

SUP-15 Hillandale Dr Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) DeKalb Medical Pkwy Lithonia Industrial Blvd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.2M  - $2.6M

SUP-23 Mall Pkwy Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Stonecrest Square Turner Hill Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.0M  - $2.4M 

SUP-28 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Salem Rd Rock Springs Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $1.4M  - $1.7M 

SUP-29 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Rock Springs Rd Thompson Mill Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $1.1M  - $1.3M 

SUP-30 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 5) Thompson Mill Rd W Fairington Pkwy East Panola Road Corridor Study  $400,000  - $480,000  

SUP-31 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 6) W Fairington Pkwy Fairington Rd/Minola Dr East Panola Road Corridor Study  $600,000  - $720,000 

SUP-32 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 7) Fairington Rd I-20 WB Ramp East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $500,000  - $600,000

SUP-33 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 8) I-20 WB Ramp Miller Grove High School 
Path Trail East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.9M  - $2.3M 

SUP-34* Phillips Rd Shared-Use Path Covington Hwy Stonecrest City Limit East DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP) $6.7M  - $8.1M

SUP-39 Rogers Lake Rd/Maddox Rd Shared-Use Path Stonecrest City Limits Stonecrest City Limits East & North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $5.5M  - $6.6M

SUP-40 S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Shared-Use Path Rogers Lake Rd @ Marbut Rd S Stone Mountain Lithonia 
Rd @ S Deshon Rd Multiple Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $4.5M  - $5.4M 

SUP-42* Salem Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Panola Rd Fannin Dr North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $2.7M - $3.3M

SUP-57 Joels Lake Path Trail (Segment 2) Fairington Rd New Birth Missionary 
Baptist Church N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.1M  -  $2.5M 

SUP-59 Miller Grove High School Path Phase 2/3 Phase I Path DeKalb Medical Pkwy N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.4M -  $1.7M

SUP-65 Mall Pkwy/Honeycreek Ct Shared-Use Path Turner Hill Rd New Trailhead on 
Honeycreek Ct South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $900,000  -  $1.1M

Table 11. Tier 1 Bicycle & Trail Projects on State Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths

SUP-6 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 2 Chupp Rd Klondike Rd South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $900,000  - $1.1M 

SUP-62 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 1 Phillips Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $800,000  - $960,000 

* = Priority Projects
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ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Neighborhood Greenways Neighborhood Greenways

NG-1 Arabian Woods Dr Neighborhood Greenway Woodrow Dr PATH Trail Crossing N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $35,000  - $50,000  

NG-3* Ottawa Trl Neighborhood Greenway Rock Springs Rd Fairington Pkwy N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $50,000  - $60,000

Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths
SUP-5 Chupp Rd Shared-Use Path Lithonia Industrial Blvd Covington Hwy North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.0M  - $2.4M

SUP-12 Fairington Pkwy Shared-Use Path Panola Rd Joels Lake Path Trail South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.7M  - $3.2M

SUP-14 Hillandale Dr Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Panola Rd DeKalb Medical Pkwy North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.9M  - $3.5M 

SUP-15 Hillandale Dr Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) DeKalb Medical Pkwy Lithonia Industrial Blvd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.2M  - $2.6M

SUP-23 Mall Pkwy Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Stonecrest Square Turner Hill Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.0M  - $2.4M 

SUP-28 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Salem Rd Rock Springs Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $1.4M  - $1.7M 

SUP-29 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Rock Springs Rd Thompson Mill Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $1.1M  - $1.3M 

SUP-30 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 5) Thompson Mill Rd W Fairington Pkwy East Panola Road Corridor Study  $400,000  - $480,000  

SUP-31 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 6) W Fairington Pkwy Fairington Rd/Minola Dr East Panola Road Corridor Study  $600,000  - $720,000 

SUP-32 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 7) Fairington Rd I-20 WB Ramp East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $500,000  - $600,000

SUP-33 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 8) I-20 WB Ramp Miller Grove High School 
Path Trail East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.9M  - $2.3M 

SUP-34* Phillips Rd Shared-Use Path Covington Hwy Stonecrest City Limit East DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP) $6.7M  - $8.1M

SUP-39 Rogers Lake Rd/Maddox Rd Shared-Use Path Stonecrest City Limits Stonecrest City Limits East & North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $5.5M  - $6.6M

SUP-40 S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Shared-Use Path Rogers Lake Rd @ Marbut Rd S Stone Mountain Lithonia 
Rd @ S Deshon Rd Multiple Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $4.5M  - $5.4M 

SUP-42* Salem Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Panola Rd Fannin Dr North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $2.7M - $3.3M

SUP-57 Joels Lake Path Trail (Segment 2) Fairington Rd New Birth Missionary 
Baptist Church N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.1M  -  $2.5M 

SUP-59 Miller Grove High School Path Phase 2/3 Phase I Path DeKalb Medical Pkwy N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.4M -  $1.7M

SUP-65 Mall Pkwy/Honeycreek Ct Shared-Use Path Turner Hill Rd New Trailhead on 
Honeycreek Ct South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $900,000  -  $1.1M

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths

SUP-6 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 2 Chupp Rd Klondike Rd South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $900,000  - $1.1M 

SUP-62 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 1 Phillips Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $800,000  - $960,000 
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TIER 2 RECOMMENDATIONS  
(20 YEAR IMPLEMENTATION PLAN)

TIER 2 SIDEWALK PROJECTS

The Tier 2 group of projects consists of those 
sidewalk projects which the City should 
consider implementing within the next 20 
years. This group of projects is more complex 
to implement compared to Tier 1 projects. 

Among the 41 linear miles of sidewalk within 
the Sidewalk Master Plan, 12.8 linear miles are 
part of the Tier 2 list of sidewalk projects. Of 
the 75 recommended sidewalk projects in the 
Sidewalk Master Plan, 26 projects are within 
Tier 2. Planning-level cost estimates indicate 
that if all Tier 2 projects are implemented by 
the City, it would cost between $13.2 million 
and $16.0 million. 

The Tier 2 projects are geographically depicted 
in Figure 43 and are located throughout the 
City in the following areas:

• Along the Miller Road corridor
• Browns Mill Road (SR 212) near Browns 

Mill Park and Recreation Center as well 
as between the Arabia Mountain PATH 
trail and Klondike Road

• Along Marbut Road to connect Lithonia 
High School to Lithonia Industrial 
Boulevard and nearby employers

• To the south and east of the Mall at 
Stonecrest

Tier 2 sidewalk projects on local routes 
maintained by the City of Stonecrest or DeKalb 
County are listed in Table 12 while Tier 2 
sidewalk projects along state routes maintained 
by GDOT are listed in Table 13 on page 118. 

Local routes with Tier 2 recommended 
sidewalk projects include Acuity Way, Hayden 
Quarry Road, Iris Road, Mall Parkway, Marbut 
Road, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, Miller 
Road, Minola Drive, S. Stone Mountain Lithonia 
Road, and Thompson Mill Road. These projects 
further build on Tier 1 sidewalks by furthering 
connectivity in the Panola Industrial area along 
with residential areas in western Stonecrest 
along Thompson Mill Road. 

They also position corridors with less 
development, such as Hayden Quarry Road, for 
better pedestrian connectivity as development 
occurs in the future. Sidewalk projects on 
Marbut Road are intended to fill a sidewalk 
gap between Lithonia High School and S. Stone 
Mountain Lithonia Road to make it safer for 
students walking to school as well as employees 
working in the nearby industrial area to safely 
access their jobs by foot. Sidewalk projects 
on Mall Parkway and Stonecrest Boulevard 
improve access to the Mall at Stonecrest as well 
as the present location of Stonecrest City Hall.

There are two Tier 2 sidewalk projects on 
Browns Mill Road (SR 212). The first is between 
Salem Road and Panola Road (SW-3) which 
improves access to Browns Mill Park. The 
second spans from the Arabia Mountain PATH 
Trail near Pole Bridge Creek to Klondike Road 
to allow trail users to additional access to 
Arabia Mountain High School and Murphey 
Candler Elementary School.

Of the 26 Tier 2 recommended sidewalk 
projects, one project is featured as a priority 
project, and this is the sidewalk project along 
Hayden Quarry Road (SW-17). 

TIER 2 SIDEWALK PROJECTS 
FURTHER CONNECTIVITY IN 
THE PANOLA INDUSTRIAL 
AREA AND EMPHASIZE SAFER 
WALKING INFRASTRUCTURE 
NEAR ARABIA MOUNTAIN AND 
LITHONIA HIGH SCHOOLS.

A Sidewalk Gap Project on Mall Parkway Near Turner Hill Road 
is Included as a Tier 2 Project (SW-26)
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Figure 43. Tier 2 Sidewalk Project Recommendations
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Table 12. Tier 2 Sidewalk Projects on Local Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-1 Acuity Way Sidewalk Panola Industrial Blvd Existing Sidewalk west of  
5033 Snapfinger Woods Dr East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $170,000  - $210,000 

SW-17* Hayden Quarry Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk east of 
Providence Cir Turner Hill Rd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $2.5M  - $3.0M

SW-19 Iris Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk at  
8455 Mall Pkwy

Existing Sidewalk at Greens at 
StoneCreek South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $310,000  - $380,000 

SW-24 Mall Pkwy Sidewalk (Segment 1) Klondike Rd Existing Sidewalk at 7849 Mall 
Pkwy South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $110,000  - $140,000 

SW-26 Mall Pkwy Sidewalk (Segment 2) 8109 Mall Pkwy Driveway Turner Hill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $130,000  - $160,000 

SW-27 Mall Pkwy Sidewalk (Segment 3) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Stonecrest Blvd Honeycreek Ct North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $130,000  - $160,000 

SW-28 Marbut Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Stonebridge Creek Dr Lithonia Industrial Blvd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $680,000  - $820,000 

SW-29 Marbut Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Lithonia Industrial Blvd Rogers Lake Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $580,000  - $700,000 

SW-30 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Rock Springs Rd Existing Sidewalk south of 
Lacy Ln West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $510,000  - $620,000 

SW-31 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Minola Dr I-20 Overpass East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $90,000  - $110,000 

SW-32 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) I-20 Overpass Panola Industrial Blvd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $240,000  - $290,000 

SW-33 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Panola Industrial Blvd Existing Sidewalk at  
2751 Miller Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $370,000  - $450,000  

SW-35 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 5) Snapfinger Woods Dr Existing Sidewalk south of 
Miller Woods Dr East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $390,000  - $470,000

SW-37 Minola Dr Sidewalk Miller Rd Existing Sidewalk at 
5220/5289 Minola Dr Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $980,000  - $1.2M  

SW-38 Ottawa Trl Sidewalk Rock Springs Rd Winslow Crossing West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $100,000  - $120,000  

SW-39 Panola Industrial Blvd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Acuity Way Miller Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $230,000  - $280,000

SW-53 Redan E Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk south of 
Redan Bluff S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $80,000  - $100,000 

SW-68 S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Sidewalk Stonecrest City Limit Marbut Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $450,000  - $540,000 

SW-72 Stonecrest Blvd Sidewalk Hayden Quarry Rd Existing Sidewalk at  
8229 Mall Pkwy West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $270,000  - $330,000 

SW-73 Stonecrest Pass Sidewalk Stonecrest Concourse Driveway north of  
3014 Stonecrest Pass West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $90,000  - $110,000 

SW-74 Thompson Mill Rd Sidewalk Snapfinger Creek Winding Grove Dr North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $840,000  - $1.0M

SW-78 Varkel Way/Varkel Ln Sidewalk Tribble St Randall Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $310,000  - $380,000 

SW-81 Wesley Stonecrest Cir Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk at  
8190 Mall Pkwy

Existing Sidewalk at  
3001 Turner Hill Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $100,000  - $120,000 

SW-85 Lithonia Industrial Blvd Sidewalk I-20 Westbound Ramp Covington Hwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $1.5M  - $1.8M

Table 13. Tier 2 Sidewalk Projects on State Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
SW-3 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 2) Salem Rd Panola Rd South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $450,000 - $540,000 

SW-4 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 3) Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Existing Sidewalk west of 
Klondike Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.6M - $2.0M

* = Priority Project
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ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-1 Acuity Way Sidewalk Panola Industrial Blvd Existing Sidewalk west of  
5033 Snapfinger Woods Dr East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $170,000  - $210,000 

SW-17* Hayden Quarry Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk east of 
Providence Cir Turner Hill Rd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $2.5M  - $3.0M

SW-19 Iris Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk at  
8455 Mall Pkwy

Existing Sidewalk at Greens at 
StoneCreek South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $310,000  - $380,000 

SW-24 Mall Pkwy Sidewalk (Segment 1) Klondike Rd Existing Sidewalk at 7849 Mall 
Pkwy South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $110,000  - $140,000 

SW-26 Mall Pkwy Sidewalk (Segment 2) 8109 Mall Pkwy Driveway Turner Hill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $130,000  - $160,000 

SW-27 Mall Pkwy Sidewalk (Segment 3) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Stonecrest Blvd Honeycreek Ct North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $130,000  - $160,000 

SW-28 Marbut Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Stonebridge Creek Dr Lithonia Industrial Blvd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $680,000  - $820,000 

SW-29 Marbut Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Lithonia Industrial Blvd Rogers Lake Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $580,000  - $700,000 

SW-30 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Rock Springs Rd Existing Sidewalk south of 
Lacy Ln West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $510,000  - $620,000 

SW-31 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Minola Dr I-20 Overpass East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $90,000  - $110,000 

SW-32 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) I-20 Overpass Panola Industrial Blvd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $240,000  - $290,000 

SW-33 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Panola Industrial Blvd Existing Sidewalk at  
2751 Miller Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $370,000  - $450,000  

SW-35 Miller Rd Sidewalk (Segment 5) Snapfinger Woods Dr Existing Sidewalk south of 
Miller Woods Dr East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $390,000  - $470,000

SW-37 Minola Dr Sidewalk Miller Rd Existing Sidewalk at 
5220/5289 Minola Dr Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $980,000  - $1.2M  

SW-38 Ottawa Trl Sidewalk Rock Springs Rd Winslow Crossing West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $100,000  - $120,000  

SW-39 Panola Industrial Blvd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Acuity Way Miller Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $230,000  - $280,000

SW-53 Redan E Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk south of 
Redan Bluff S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $80,000  - $100,000 

SW-68 S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Sidewalk Stonecrest City Limit Marbut Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $450,000  - $540,000 

SW-72 Stonecrest Blvd Sidewalk Hayden Quarry Rd Existing Sidewalk at  
8229 Mall Pkwy West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $270,000  - $330,000 

SW-73 Stonecrest Pass Sidewalk Stonecrest Concourse Driveway north of  
3014 Stonecrest Pass West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $90,000  - $110,000 

SW-74 Thompson Mill Rd Sidewalk Snapfinger Creek Winding Grove Dr North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $840,000  - $1.0M

SW-78 Varkel Way/Varkel Ln Sidewalk Tribble St Randall Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $310,000  - $380,000 

SW-81 Wesley Stonecrest Cir Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk at  
8190 Mall Pkwy

Existing Sidewalk at  
3001 Turner Hill Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $100,000  - $120,000 

SW-85 Lithonia Industrial Blvd Sidewalk I-20 Westbound Ramp Covington Hwy Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $1.5M  - $1.8M

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
SW-3 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 2) Salem Rd Panola Rd South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $450,000 - $540,000 

SW-4 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 3) Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Existing Sidewalk west of 
Klondike Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.6M - $2.0M

260

Item XIII. a.



STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

120

TIER 2 BICYCLE & TRAIL PROJECTS

The Tier 2 group of bicycle and trail projects 
consists of those bicycle and trail projects 
which the City should consider implementing 
within the next 20 years. This group of projects 
consists of projects with more moderate 
complexity compared to Tier 1. 

Among the 71 linear miles of bicycle and 
trail facilities within the Bicycle & Trail 
Master Plan, 24.8 linear miles are part of 
the Tier 2 list of bicycle and trail projects. 
Of the 76 recommended bicycle and trail 
projects in the Bicycle & Trail Master Plan, 25 
projects are within Tier 2. Planning-level cost 
estimates indicate that if all Tier 2 projects 
are implemented by the City, it would cost 
between $51.0 million and $61.3 million. A 
summary of Tier 2 projects by type is shown to 
the right in Table 14.

The Tier 2 bicycle and trail projects are 
geographically depicted in Figure 44 and are 
located across the City and include different 
facility types such as cul-de-sac connectors, 
neighborhood greenways, protected bicycle 
lanes, and shared-use paths. Tier 2 bicycle 
and trail projects on local routes maintained 
by the City of Stonecrest or DeKalb County 
are listed in Table 15 while Tier 2 bicycle and 
trail projects along state routes maintained by 
GDOT are listed in Table 16 on page 122. 

Local routes with Tier 2 recommended shared-
use path projects include Evans Mill Road, 
Mall Parkway, Panola Road, Rock Springs Road, 
Salem Road, and Woodrow Drive. There are 
also several trail projects not along a local 
street including trails connecting Bouie Theme 
Elementary School (SUP-60), Miller Grove 
High School (SUP-58), and Joel's Lake (SUP-
56). There is also a trail which can eventually 
connect the Arabia Mountain National Heritage 
Area to Turner Hill Road by way of Forest Lake 
(SUP-53). 

Other Tier 2 recommended projects on local 
routes include protected bicycle lanes via a 
road diet on Panola Industrial Boulevard, a cul-
de-sac connector near Fairington Elementary 
School, and four neighborhood greenways 
near Bouie Theme Elementary School, Browns 
Mill Elementary School, Salem Middle School, 
and Browns Mill Park. These neighborhood 
greenways provide safer bicycle access to 
schools and parks by way of residential streets.

There are three Tier 2 shared-use path 
projects on Browns Mill Road (SR 212) in the 
southwest portion of the City. Together, these 
shared-use paths would connect Snapfinger 
Road, Browns Mill Park and Recreation Center, 
and Browns Mill Elementary School to the 
Arabia Mountain PATH Trail system near Evans 
Mill Road. 

Of the 25 Tier 2 recommended bicycle and 
trail projects, one project is featured as a 
priority project, and this is a shared-use path 
along Klondike Road (SUP-63) which provides 
connectivity between the South River PATH 
Trail system near Everett Park and Panola 
Mountain State Park to Arabia Mountain High 
School and Murphey Candler Elementary 
School. This shared-use path would traverse 
the west side of Klondike Road and cross 
Browns Mill Road (SR 212) before terminating 
at S. Goddard Road where it would feed into 
the Arabia Mountain PATH Trail system. This 
project also received support from several 
members of the public. 

Type Projects Miles

Shared-Use Path 19 19.1

Neighborhood 
Greenways 4 4.6

Protected Bicycle 
Lanes 1 1.2

Cul-de-Sac 
Connectors 1 <0.1

TOTAL 25 24.8

Table 14. Tier 2 Bicycle & Trail Projects by Type
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Figure 44. Tier 2 Bicycle & Trail Project Recommendations
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Table 15. Tier 2 Bicycle & Trail Projects on Local Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Protected Bicycle Lanes Protected Bicycle Lanes

B-1 Panola Industrial Blvd Road Diet Acuity Way Panola Rd N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $5.8M  - $7.0M 

Cul-de-Sac Connectors Cul-de-Sac Connectors

CONN-2 Highland Park Cir/Ottawa Trl  
Cul-de-sac Connector Ottawa Trl Highland Park Cir N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $300,000  - $360,000 

Neighborhood Greenways Neighborhood Greenways
NG-2 Bouie Theme Neighborhood Greenway Browns Mill Rd Great Meadows Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $100,000  - $120,000 

NG-4 Brisbane Way/Fannin Drive  
Neighborhood Greenway Salem Rd Rock Springs Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $400,000  - $480,000 

NG-5 Woodrow Rd Neighborhood Greenway Evans Mill Rd Woodrow Dr N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $100,000  - $120,000 

NG-6 Sheffield Woods Neighborhood Greenway Browns Mill Rd Panola Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $200,000  - $240,000

Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths
SUP-8 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Browns Mill Rd Pole Bridge Creek Trail West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.4M  - $2.9M

SUP-11 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Woodrow Rd Evans Mill Rd/Woodrow Dr East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan/BPT Analysis  $1.6M  - $1.9M

SUP-22 Mall Pkwy Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Evans Mill Rd/Woodrow Dr Arabia Mountain PATH Trail South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.0M  - $1.2M

SUP-27 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Browns Mill Rd Salem Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $900,000  - $1.1M 

SUP-35 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) East of Panola Rd Brisbane Way South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.0M  - $1.2M

SUP-36 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Brisbane Way Ottawa Trl South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $300,000  - $360,000 

SUP-41 Salem Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Browns Mill Rd Panola Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $900,000  - $1.1M

SUP-43 Salem Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Fannin Dr Evans Mill Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.8M  - $3.4M 

SUP-45 Turner Hill Rd Shared-Use Path McDaniel Mill Rd Mall Pkwy West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.4M  - $2.9M 

SUP-46 Woodrow Dr Shared-Use Path Klondike Rd Evans Mill Rd/Mall Pkwy West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.8M  - $2.2M

SUP-48 Snapfinger Trail Path Trail Snapfinger Rd I-20 N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $4.8M  - $5.8M 

SUP-53 Stonecrest Trail Arabia Mountain PATH Trail @ 
Klondike Way Turner Hill Rd/Rockland Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $4.9M  - $5.9M

SUP-56 Joels Lake Path Trail (Segment 1) Fairington Pkwy Woodrow Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $3.6M  - $4.3M

SUP-58 Miller Grove High School Path Phase I Panola Rd Hillandale Dr N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $3,500,000  - $4,200,000 

SUP-60 Bouie Theme ES Trail Moravia Dr Rock Springs Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $700,000  - $840,000 

SUP-63* Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Rockdale County Line S Goddard Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $5.9M  - $7.1M

Table 16. Tier 2 Bicycle & Trail Projects on State Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths

SUP-1 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 1 Snapfinger Rd Salem Rd North DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $1.2M  - $1.4M

SUP-2 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 2 Salem Rd Panola Rd North DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $800,000  - $960,000 

SUP-3 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 3 Panola Rd Evans Mill Rd North DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $2.9M -  $3.5M

* = Priority Projects
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ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Protected Bicycle Lanes Protected Bicycle Lanes

B-1 Panola Industrial Blvd Road Diet Acuity Way Panola Rd N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $5.8M  - $7.0M 

Cul-de-Sac Connectors Cul-de-Sac Connectors

CONN-2 Highland Park Cir/Ottawa Trl  
Cul-de-sac Connector Ottawa Trl Highland Park Cir N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $300,000  - $360,000 

Neighborhood Greenways Neighborhood Greenways
NG-2 Bouie Theme Neighborhood Greenway Browns Mill Rd Great Meadows Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $100,000  - $120,000 

NG-4 Brisbane Way/Fannin Drive  
Neighborhood Greenway Salem Rd Rock Springs Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $400,000  - $480,000 

NG-5 Woodrow Rd Neighborhood Greenway Evans Mill Rd Woodrow Dr N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $100,000  - $120,000 

NG-6 Sheffield Woods Neighborhood Greenway Browns Mill Rd Panola Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $200,000  - $240,000

Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths
SUP-8 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Browns Mill Rd Pole Bridge Creek Trail West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.4M  - $2.9M

SUP-11 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Woodrow Rd Evans Mill Rd/Woodrow Dr East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan/BPT Analysis  $1.6M  - $1.9M

SUP-22 Mall Pkwy Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Evans Mill Rd/Woodrow Dr Arabia Mountain PATH Trail South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.0M  - $1.2M

SUP-27 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Browns Mill Rd Salem Rd West Panola Road Corridor Study  $900,000  - $1.1M 

SUP-35 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) East of Panola Rd Brisbane Way South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.0M  - $1.2M

SUP-36 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Brisbane Way Ottawa Trl South Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $300,000  - $360,000 

SUP-41 Salem Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Browns Mill Rd Panola Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $900,000  - $1.1M

SUP-43 Salem Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Fannin Dr Evans Mill Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.8M  - $3.4M 

SUP-45 Turner Hill Rd Shared-Use Path McDaniel Mill Rd Mall Pkwy West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.4M  - $2.9M 

SUP-46 Woodrow Dr Shared-Use Path Klondike Rd Evans Mill Rd/Mall Pkwy West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.8M  - $2.2M

SUP-48 Snapfinger Trail Path Trail Snapfinger Rd I-20 N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $4.8M  - $5.8M 

SUP-53 Stonecrest Trail Arabia Mountain PATH Trail @ 
Klondike Way Turner Hill Rd/Rockland Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $4.9M  - $5.9M

SUP-56 Joels Lake Path Trail (Segment 1) Fairington Pkwy Woodrow Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $3.6M  - $4.3M

SUP-58 Miller Grove High School Path Phase I Panola Rd Hillandale Dr N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $3,500,000  - $4,200,000 

SUP-60 Bouie Theme ES Trail Moravia Dr Rock Springs Rd N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $700,000  - $840,000 

SUP-63* Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Rockdale County Line S Goddard Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  
Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan $5.9M  - $7.1M

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths

SUP-1 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 1 Snapfinger Rd Salem Rd North DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $1.2M  - $1.4M

SUP-2 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 2 Salem Rd Panola Rd North DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $800,000  - $960,000 

SUP-3 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Shared-Use Path 
Segment 3 Panola Rd Evans Mill Rd North DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $2.9M -  $3.5M
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TIER 3 RECOMMENDATIONS  
(30 YEAR IMPLEMENTATION PLAN)

TIER 3 SIDEWALK PROJECTS

The Tier 3 group of projects consists of those 
sidewalk projects which the City should 
consider implementing within the next 30 
years. This group of projects, while important 
to enhance network connectivity across 
the City, are the lowest priority compared 
to projects belonging to other tiers and the 
most complex to implement. As such, no Tier 
3 sidewalk projects are featured as priority 
projects.

Among the 41 linear miles of sidewalk within 
the Sidewalk Master Plan, 16.4 linear miles are 
part of the Tier 3 list of sidewalk projects. Of 
the 75 recommended sidewalk projects in the 
Sidewalk Master Plan, 26 projects are within 
Tier 3. Planning-level cost estimates indicate 
that if all Tier 3 projects are implemented by 
the City, it would cost between $14.8 million 
and $17.8 million. 

The Tier 3 projects are geographically depicted 
in Figure 45 and are located throughout the 
City in the following areas:

• Along the Rock Springs Road and 
Rockland Road corridors

• Browns Mill Road (SR 212) east of 
Snapfinger Road (SR 155) and between 
Klondike Road and Beacon Mountain 
Drive

• Within the heavy industrial area north 
of downtown Lithonia

• Turner Hill Road between Rockland 
Road and Mall Parkway

Tier 3 sidewalk projects on local routes 
maintained by the City of Stonecrest or DeKalb 
County are listed in Table 17 while Tier 3 
sidewalk projects along state routes maintained 
by GDOT are listed in Table 18 on page 126. 

Local routes with Tier 3 recommended 
sidewalk projects include Chapman Road, 
Crossvale Road, Maddox Road, Rock Springs 
Road, Rockland Road, and Turner Hill Road 
among others. These are largely sidewalk 

projects on roadways without curb and gutter 
and present numerous challenges such as 
right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation, 
and  safety. There are also smaller sidewalk 
projects in this tier while they are feasible, 
they did not score high in the prioritization 
process. Examples include Forest Lake 
Parkway (SW-16), S. Goddard Road (SW-67), 
and McDaniel Mill Road (SW-83). 

There are three Tier 3 sidewalk projects on 
state routes within the Sidewalk Master Plan - 
two on Browns Mill Road (SR 212) and one on 
Rock Chapel Road (SR 124). The Browns Mill 
Road (SR 212) projects (SW-2 and SW-5) are 
intended to fill sidewalk gaps in developing 
residential areas and can be thought of as 
complementary facilities to bicycle and trail 
facilities recommended along the corridor. The 
Rock Chapel Road (SR 124) project (SW-54) is 
intended to fill sidewalk gaps on the west side 
of the corridor that is in Stonecrest's city limits. 
The City should coordinate with GDOT on this 
project as the corridor is state-owned and the 
east side is in unincorporated DeKalb County.

 

TIER 3 SIDEWALKS CONSIST 
OF THE MOST COMPLEX 
PROJECTS WITHIN THE 
SIDEWALK MASTER PLAN 
AND ARE INTENDED TO BE 
IMPLEMENTED OVER THE 
COURSE OF 30 YEARS.

Tight Roadway Curvature and Necessary Drainage Improvements 
Make Adding Sidewalk Along Turner Hill Road Among the Most 
Complex Sidewalk Recommendations (SW-76)
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Figure 45. Tier 3 Sidewalk Project Recommendations
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Table 17. Tier 3 Sidewalk Projects on Local Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-6 Chapman Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk at 
6781/6808 Chapman Rd Rogers Lake Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $700,000 - $840,000 

SW-11 Crossvale Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk north of 
Flat Stone Ct Salem Rd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $920,000 - $1.1M

SW-13 Easterly Pl Sidewalk Panola Industrial Blvd Snapfinger Woods Dr West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $150,000 - $180,000 

SW-16 Forest Lake Pkwy Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk Turner Hill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $160,000 - $200,000

SW-21 Klondike Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Existing Sidewalk at  
4570 Klondike Rd S Goddard Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $270,000 - $330,000 

SW-23 Maddox Rd Sidewalk 7138 Maddox Rd Rock Chapel Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $590,000 - $710,000 

SW-42 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Panola Valley Dr Browns Mill Rd West DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $650,000 - $780,000 

SW-52 Randall Rd Sidewalk Varkel Ln Marbut Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $400,000 - $480,000 

SW-55 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Cleveland Rd Existing Sidewalk Across 
from Bouie ES South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $370,000 - $450,000 

SW-56 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Forrest Run

Existing Sidewalk west of 
Panola Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $290,000 - $350,000 

SW-57 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Pole Bridge Creek Trail Existing Sidewalk South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $440,000 - $530,000 

SW-58 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Fairington Farms Ln Evans Mill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $470,000 - $570,000 

SW-59 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Evans Mill Rd N Goddard Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $660,000 - $800,000

SW-61 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) N Goddard Rd Arabia Mountain PATH Trail 
Crossing South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $890,000 - $1.1M  

SW-62 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Arabia Mountain PATH Trail 
Crossing Klondike Rd Roundabout South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $240,000 - $290,000

SW-63 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Klondike Rd Roundabout Existing Sidewalk at 
Gladstone Dr Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.7M - $2.0M

SW-64 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 5) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Bedrock Cir McDaniel Mill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $120,000 - $150,000

SW-65 Rogers Lake Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Chapman Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $710,000-  $860,000

SW-66 Rogers Lake Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Lithonia Industrial Blvd Existing Sidewalk south of 
Rogers Crossing Dr West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $510,000 - $620,000

SW-67 S Goddard Rd Sidewalk Murphey Candler 
Elementary School Klondike Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $70,000 - $90,000

SW-76 Turner Hill Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Rockland Rd Existing Sidewalk at  
3150 Turner Hill Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $780,000 - $940,000 

SW-82 Woodrow Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk Evans Mill Rd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $140,000 - $170,000 

SW-83 McDaniel Mill Rd Sidewalk Arabia Mountain Trail Existing Sidewalk south of 
Granite Ter East BPT Analysis/Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $210,000 - $260,000 

Table 18. Tier 3 Sidewalk Projects on State Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-2 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 1) Snapfinger Rd Existing Sidewalk west of 
Burlingham Dr South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $190,000 - $230,000 

SW-5 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 4) Klondike Rd Browns Mill Ln Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.8M - $2.2M 

SW-54 Rock Chapel Rd (SR 124) Sidewalk Rock Chapel Rd/ 
Union Grove Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.4M - $1.6M
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ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-6 Chapman Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk at 
6781/6808 Chapman Rd Rogers Lake Rd Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $700,000 - $840,000 

SW-11 Crossvale Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk north of 
Flat Stone Ct Salem Rd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $920,000 - $1.1M

SW-13 Easterly Pl Sidewalk Panola Industrial Blvd Snapfinger Woods Dr West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $150,000 - $180,000 

SW-16 Forest Lake Pkwy Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk Turner Hill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $160,000 - $200,000

SW-21 Klondike Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Existing Sidewalk at  
4570 Klondike Rd S Goddard Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $270,000 - $330,000 

SW-23 Maddox Rd Sidewalk 7138 Maddox Rd Rock Chapel Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $590,000 - $710,000 

SW-42 Panola Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Panola Valley Dr Browns Mill Rd West DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $650,000 - $780,000 

SW-52 Randall Rd Sidewalk Varkel Ln Marbut Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $400,000 - $480,000 

SW-55 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Cleveland Rd Existing Sidewalk Across 
from Bouie ES South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $370,000 - $450,000 

SW-56 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Forrest Run

Existing Sidewalk west of 
Panola Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $290,000 - $350,000 

SW-57 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Pole Bridge Creek Trail Existing Sidewalk South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $440,000 - $530,000 

SW-58 Rock Springs Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Fairington Farms Ln Evans Mill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $470,000 - $570,000 

SW-59 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Evans Mill Rd N Goddard Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $660,000 - $800,000

SW-61 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) N Goddard Rd Arabia Mountain PATH Trail 
Crossing South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $890,000 - $1.1M  

SW-62 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 3) Arabia Mountain PATH Trail 
Crossing Klondike Rd Roundabout South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $240,000 - $290,000

SW-63 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 4) Klondike Rd Roundabout Existing Sidewalk at 
Gladstone Dr Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.7M - $2.0M

SW-64 Rockland Rd Sidewalk (Segment 5) Existing Sidewalk east of 
Bedrock Cir McDaniel Mill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $120,000 - $150,000

SW-65 Rogers Lake Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Chapman Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $710,000-  $860,000

SW-66 Rogers Lake Rd Sidewalk (Segment 2) Lithonia Industrial Blvd Existing Sidewalk south of 
Rogers Crossing Dr West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $510,000 - $620,000

SW-67 S Goddard Rd Sidewalk Murphey Candler 
Elementary School Klondike Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $70,000 - $90,000

SW-76 Turner Hill Rd Sidewalk (Segment 1) Rockland Rd Existing Sidewalk at  
3150 Turner Hill Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $780,000 - $940,000 

SW-82 Woodrow Rd Sidewalk Existing Sidewalk Evans Mill Rd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $140,000 - $170,000 

SW-83 McDaniel Mill Rd Sidewalk Arabia Mountain Trail Existing Sidewalk south of 
Granite Ter East BPT Analysis/Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $210,000 - $260,000 

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range

SW-2 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 1) Snapfinger Rd Existing Sidewalk west of 
Burlingham Dr South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $190,000 - $230,000 

SW-5 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Sidewalk (Segment 4) Klondike Rd Browns Mill Ln Both Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.8M - $2.2M 

SW-54 Rock Chapel Rd (SR 124) Sidewalk Rock Chapel Rd/ 
Union Grove Rd Lithonia Industrial Blvd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.4M - $1.6M
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TIER 3 BICYCLE & TRAIL PROJECTS

The Tier 3 group of bicycle and trail projects 
consists of those bicycle and trail projects which 
the City should consider implementing within 
the next 30 years. This group of projects, while 
important to enhance network connectivity 
across the City, are the lowest priority compared 
to projects belonging to other tiers and, in some 
cases, the most complex to implement. As such, 
no Tier 3 bicycle or trail projects are featured as 
priority projects.

Among the 71 linear miles of bicycle and 
trail facilities within the Bicycle & Trail 
Master Plan, 26.9 linear miles are part of 
the Tier 3 list of bicycle and trail projects. 
Of the 76 recommended bicycle and trail 
projects in the Bicycle & Trail Master Plan, 29 
projects are within Tier 3. Planning-level cost 
estimates indicate that if all Tier 3 projects 
are implemented by the City, it would cost 
between $58.9 million and $70.7 million. A 
summary of Tier 3 projects by type is shown to 
the right in Table 19.

The Tier 3 bicycle and trail projects are 
geographically depicted in Figure 46 and are 
located across the City and include different 
facility types such as cul-de-sac connectors, 
neighborhood greenways, a new connection, 
share-the-road (or "sharrow") markings, and 
shared-use paths. Tier 3 bicycle and trail 
projects on local routes maintained by the City 
of Stonecrest or DeKalb County are listed in 
Table 20 while Tier 3 bicycle and trail projects 
along state routes maintained by GDOT are 
listed in Table 21 on page 130. 

A majority of shared-use paths included 
in Tier 3 are trail projects which require 
further feasibility study to determine their 
preferred alignment and whether they can 
be designed or constructed based on their 
documented environmental impact and 
community support. Local routes with Tier 
3 recommended shared-use path projects 
include many corridors with drainage and 
utility challenges such as Evans Mill Road, 
72 DeKalb County, GA (2022). DeKalb 2050 Unified Plan. Comprehensive Transportation Plan, p. 123.  
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/2022_1115_DeKalb%202050%20Comprehensive%20
Transportation%20Plan.pdf

Klondike Road, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, 
Rock Springs Road, and N. Goddard Road.

Other Tier 3 recommended projects on local 
routes include two sharrow marking projects 
on Rock Springs Road and on McDaniel Mill 
Road, three cul-de-sac connectors across the 
City, and a new connection over I-20 between 
Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) and the 
Mall at Stonecrest. This new connection project 
(NC-1) will require installing a bridge across I-20 
and should include accommodations for both 
bicyclists and pedestrians. Additionally, this 
new connection would provide relief to Evans 
Mill Road and Turner Hill Road and provide an 
additional crossing opportunity for those who 
walk or bike to and from the mall.

There is one Tier 3 shared-use path project 
on  a state route that straddles the border of 
Stonecrest, and this is along Snapfinger Road 
(SR 155). This project is a Tier 3 project due to 
the project length, the need to coordinate with 
both DeKalb County and GDOT to implement, 
and existing roadway design characteristics 
such as a speed limit of 55 MPH, roadway 
curvature, topography, and multiple bridge 
facilities required to accommodate a shared-
use path in the future. Additionally, this 
corridor is recommended for widening 
in the long-term in the DeKalb Unified 
Plan.72 If determined feasible, this widening 
should include a shared-use path and other 
appropriate features. 

Type Projects Miles
Shared-Use Path 21 24.8

Sharrows 2 1.7

Cul-de-Sac 
Connectors 3 0.2

New Connection 1 0.2

TOTAL 29 26.9

Table 19. Tier 3 Bicycle & Trail Projects by Type
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Figure 46. Tier 3 Bicycle & Trail Project Recommendations
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Table 20. Tier 3 Bicycle & Trail Projects on Local Routes

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Cul-de-Sac Connectors Cul-de-Sac Connectors

CONN-1 Aberdeen Way/Ottawa Trl Cul-de-Sac Connector Ottawa Trl Aberdeen Way N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $300,000 -  $360,000 

CONN-3 Rondelay Dr Cul-de-Sac Connector Rondelay Dr Bouie Theme ES Trail N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $200,000 - $240,000 

CONN-4 Wolverton Dr Cul-de-Sac Connector Wolverton Dr Browns Mill Recreation 
Center N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $200,000 - $240,000 

New Connection New Connection

NC-1 New Connection Over I-20 Near  
Mall at Stonecrest Stonecrest Sq Covington Hwy N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $5.1M - $6.1M 

Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths
SUP-7 E Glen Rd Shared-Use Path Lithonia Industrial Blvd Evans Mill Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $800,000 - $960,000 

SUP-9 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Pole Bridge Creek Trail Rock Springs Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $3.5M - $4.2M

SUP-10 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Rock Springs Rd Woodrow Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.4M - $1.7M

SUP-16 Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) AWARE Trailhead N Goddard Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $400,000 - $480,000 

SUP-17 Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Arabia Mountain Trail Rockland Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $600,000 - $720,000 

SUP-18 Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Rockland Rd Arabia Mountain PATH Trail West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $1.0M - $1.2M

SUP-20 Lithonia Ind Blvd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Covington Hwy S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $3.3M  - $4.0M

SUP-21 Lithonia Ind Blvd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Rogers Lake Rd East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.3M  - $2.8M 

SUP-24 Rockland Rd Shared-Use Path Turner Hill Rd/Rockland Rd Honey Creek Multi-Use Trail/
Rockdale County Line North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $900,000 - $1.1M

SUP-25 N Goddard Rd Shared-Use Path Rockland Rd Klondike Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $3.0M - $3.6M

SUP-26 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Arabia Mountain Path Trail Sandy Lake Way East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.1M - $1.3M 

SUP-37 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Ottawa Trl Pole Bridge Creek Trail North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.6M - $1.9M

SUP-38 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Pole Bridge Creek Trail Evans Mill Rd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $2.9M - $3.5M 

SUP-47 Woodrow Rd Shared-Use Path Lithonia Industrial Blvd Evans Mill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $700,000 - $840,000 

SUP-49 Arabia Mountain Trail (West) New Birth Missionary Baptist 
Church

Existing Arabia Mtn PATH 
Trail west of Klondike Rd N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $3.6M - $4.3M 

SUP-50 Arabia Mountain Trail (East) Klondike Rd McDaniel Mill Rd N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $4.5M - $5.4M

SUP-51 Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Southward Extension S Goddard Rd AWARE Trailhead West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $1.3M - $1.6M 

SUP-52 Arabia Mountain Path Trail (Segment 3) South River Existing Trail N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP) $2.6M - $3.1M

SUP-54 Rockdale River Trail Klondike Rd South River/ 
Rockdale County Line N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.0M - $2.4M

SUP-55 Pole Bridge Creek Path Trail Evans Mill Rd Joels Lake Path N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $4.6M - $5.5M

SUP-61 Honey Creek Multi-Use Trail Rockland Rd/Turner Hill Rd Honeycreek Ct N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $3.0M - $3.6M

SUP-64 Ragsdale Rd Shared-Use Path Rockland Rd Evans Mill Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.3M -  $1.6M

Sharrow Markings Sharrow Markings

B-2 Rock Springs Rd Sharrows Cleveland Rd Existing Bike Lanes west of 
Panola Rd N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $100,000 - $120,000 

B-3 McDaniel Mill Rd Sharrows Arabia Mountain Trail Rockland Rd NA Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $100,000 - $120,000 

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths

SUP-44 Snapfinger Rd (SR 155) Widening/ 
Shared-Use Path

Stonecrest City Limits at 
DeKalb/Henry County Line

Stonecrest City Limits at 
Snapfinger Creek East DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $6.8M - $8.2M 

Table 21. Tier 3 Bicycle & Trail Projects on State Routes
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ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Cul-de-Sac Connectors Cul-de-Sac Connectors

CONN-1 Aberdeen Way/Ottawa Trl Cul-de-Sac Connector Ottawa Trl Aberdeen Way N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $300,000 -  $360,000 

CONN-3 Rondelay Dr Cul-de-Sac Connector Rondelay Dr Bouie Theme ES Trail N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $200,000 - $240,000 

CONN-4 Wolverton Dr Cul-de-Sac Connector Wolverton Dr Browns Mill Recreation 
Center N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $200,000 - $240,000 

New Connection New Connection

NC-1 New Connection Over I-20 Near  
Mall at Stonecrest Stonecrest Sq Covington Hwy N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan &  

Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $5.1M - $6.1M 

Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths
SUP-7 E Glen Rd Shared-Use Path Lithonia Industrial Blvd Evans Mill Rd North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $800,000 - $960,000 

SUP-9 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Pole Bridge Creek Trail Rock Springs Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $3.5M - $4.2M

SUP-10 Evans Mill Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Rock Springs Rd Woodrow Rd East Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.4M - $1.7M

SUP-16 Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) AWARE Trailhead N Goddard Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $400,000 - $480,000 

SUP-17 Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) Arabia Mountain Trail Rockland Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $600,000 - $720,000 

SUP-18 Klondike Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Rockland Rd Arabia Mountain PATH Trail West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $1.0M - $1.2M

SUP-20 Lithonia Ind Blvd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Covington Hwy S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd West Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $3.3M  - $4.0M

SUP-21 Lithonia Ind Blvd Shared-Use Path (Segment 2) S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Rogers Lake Rd East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.3M  - $2.8M 

SUP-24 Rockland Rd Shared-Use Path Turner Hill Rd/Rockland Rd Honey Creek Multi-Use Trail/
Rockdale County Line North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $900,000 - $1.1M

SUP-25 N Goddard Rd Shared-Use Path Rockland Rd Klondike Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $3.0M - $3.6M

SUP-26 Panola Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 1) Arabia Mountain Path Trail Sandy Lake Way East Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.1M - $1.3M 

SUP-37 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 3) Ottawa Trl Pole Bridge Creek Trail North Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $1.6M - $1.9M

SUP-38 Rock Springs Rd Shared-Use Path (Segment 4) Pole Bridge Creek Trail Evans Mill Rd North Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $2.9M - $3.5M 

SUP-47 Woodrow Rd Shared-Use Path Lithonia Industrial Blvd Evans Mill Rd South Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $700,000 - $840,000 

SUP-49 Arabia Mountain Trail (West) New Birth Missionary Baptist 
Church

Existing Arabia Mtn PATH 
Trail west of Klondike Rd N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $3.6M - $4.3M 

SUP-50 Arabia Mountain Trail (East) Klondike Rd McDaniel Mill Rd N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $4.5M - $5.4M

SUP-51 Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Southward Extension S Goddard Rd AWARE Trailhead West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan $1.3M - $1.6M 

SUP-52 Arabia Mountain Path Trail (Segment 3) South River Existing Trail N/A DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP) $2.6M - $3.1M

SUP-54 Rockdale River Trail Klondike Rd South River/ 
Rockdale County Line N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $2.0M - $2.4M

SUP-55 Pole Bridge Creek Path Trail Evans Mill Rd Joels Lake Path N/A Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan  $4.6M - $5.5M

SUP-61 Honey Creek Multi-Use Trail Rockland Rd/Turner Hill Rd Honeycreek Ct N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $3.0M - $3.6M

SUP-64 Ragsdale Rd Shared-Use Path Rockland Rd Evans Mill Rd West Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $1.3M -  $1.6M

Sharrow Markings Sharrow Markings

B-2 Rock Springs Rd Sharrows Cleveland Rd Existing Bike Lanes west of 
Panola Rd N/A Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $100,000 - $120,000 

B-3 McDaniel Mill Rd Sharrows Arabia Mountain Trail Rockland Rd NA Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan  $100,000 - $120,000 

ID Project Name From To Side of Road Source Planning Level Cost Range
Shared-Use Paths Shared-Use Paths

SUP-44 Snapfinger Rd (SR 155) Widening/ 
Shared-Use Path

Stonecrest City Limits at 
DeKalb/Henry County Line

Stonecrest City Limits at 
Snapfinger Creek East DeKalb Unified Plan (CTP)  $6.8M - $8.2M 
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Four new trailheads are recommended as part 
of the network which are listed in Table 23. 
Trailheads should consider amenities including, 
but not limited to, vehicular and bicycle 
parking, restrooms, benches, water fountains, 
and bicycle repair stations. Depending on the 
trailhead location, the City should coordinate 
with DeKalb County and the National Park 
Service in the programming, design, and 
construction of these facilities.

Table 24 lists intersection crossing 
enhancements across the City which will 
be needed to install continuous sidewalk 
and shared-use paths where they are 
recommended. Crossing enhancements 
include a variety of treatments such as 
ensuring crosswalks are marked and have 
pedestrian signals and improving lighting and 
visibility. Table 25 lists new crossing projects 
including RRFBs and PHBs. These locations 
were determined based on where there is 
a lack of safe crossing opportunities and 
where proposed trail projects intersect area 
roadways. The specific treatment was based on 
factors such as speed, laneage, and land use. 

SPOT PROJECTS
Projects included in the Sidewalk Master Plan 
and the Bicycle & Trail Master Plan are an 
integral part of making the City of Stonecrest 
more walkable and bikeable; however, there 
are other improvements which need to be 
considered to move this vision forward. The 
project team developed a series of “spot” 
projects which complement sidewalks and 
shared-use path recommendations and make 
the walking and bicycling experience more 
connected and safer. These projects are not 
intended to be programmed or implemented 
independently but rather should accompany 
and enhance the linear projects that they are 
associated with. “Spot” recommendations 
consist of the following improvements listed 
below and shown geographically in Figure 47:

• One new connection (pedestrian 
bridge over I-20)

• Four new trailheads
• 41 intersection crossing enhancement 

(ICE) projects
• 39 new roadway crossings including 19 

pedestrian hybrid beacons (PHBs) and 
20 rectangular rapid flashing beacons 
(RRFBs)

Cost ranges for each of these treatments are 
high-level planning estimates that can vary 
significantly depending on project details in 
2023 dollars in Table 22.

The pedestrian bridge over I-20 (project NC-2) 
complements project NC-1 which provides a 
multimodal connection between Covington 
Highway (US 278/SR 12) and the Mall at 
Stonecrest. 

Table 22. Spot Project Cost Ranges

Project Type
Planning Level  

Cost Range
Prefabricated Pedestrian 
Bridge Over I-20 $1.6M - $1.9M

New Trailheads Varies Based on Design

Intersection Crossing 
Enhancements $65,000 - $78,000

Pedestrian Hybrid 
Beacons (PHBs) $400,000 - $480,400

Rectangular Rapid-
Flashing Beacons (RRFBs)

No Island: $40,000 - $48,000
W/Island: $200,000 - $240,000

Table 23. New Connection & Trailhead Projects 

ID Project Name Source
New Connection

NC-2 New Crossing Over I-20 Near Mall at Stonecrest Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

New Trailhead

TH-1 Joels Lake Trailhead Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

TH-2 Honey Creek Trailhead Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

TH-3 Everett Park Trailhead Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

TH-4 Southeast Athletic Complex Trailhead Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan
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Figure 47. Bicycle & Pedestrian Spot Projects
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Table 24. Intersection Crossing Enhancement Projects 

ID Project Name Source
ICE-1 Klondike Rd @ S Goddard Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-2 Evans Mill Rd @ Rockland Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-3 Evans Mill Rd @ Ragsdale Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-4 Evans Mill Rd @ Rock Springs Rd Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-5 Evans Mill Rd @ Woodrow Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-6 Evans Mill Rd @ E Glen Rd Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-7 Lithonia Industrial Blvd @ E Glen Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-8 Panola Rd @ Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) Panola Road Corridor Study & Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-9 Panola Rd @ Salem Rd Panola Road Corridor Study & Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-10 Panola Rd @ Rock Springs Rd Panola Road Corridor Study & Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-11 Panola Rd Mini-Roundabouts Panola Road Corridor Study

ICE-12 Panola Rd @ Thompson Mill Rd Panola Road Corridor Study

ICE-13 Panola Rd @ W Fairington Pkwy Panola Road Corridor Study

ICE-14 Panola Rd @ Fairington Pkwy/Minola Dr Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-15 Panola Rd @ Panola Way Ln/Panola Downs Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-16 Panola Industrial Blvd @ Miller Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-17 Fairington Pkwy @ Phillip Bradley Dr Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-18 Phillip Bradley Dr @ Ottawa Trl Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-19 Miller Rd @ Minola Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-20 Thompson Rd @ Miller Rd Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-21 Rock Springs Rd @ Cleveland Rd Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-22 Thompson Mill Rd @ Rock Springs Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-23 Rockland Rd @ McDaniel Mill Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-24 Fairington Rd @ Hillandale Dr Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-25 DeKalb Medical Pkwy @ Hillvale Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-26 S Stone Mtn Lithonia Rd @ Marbut Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-27 Rogers Lake Rd @ Chapman Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-28 Rock Chapel Rd (SR 124) @ Union Grove Rd Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-29 Lithonia Industrial Blvd @ Marbut Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-30 Lithonia High School Intersection Improvements Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-31 Klondike Rd @ Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

ICE-32 Turner Hill Rd @ Mall Pkwy Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-33 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) @ Klondike Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-34 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) @ Lithonia Ind Blvd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-35 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) @ Evans Mill Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-36 Lithonia Industrial Blvd @ Hillandale Dr/Chupp Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-37 Panola Rd @ Panola Industrial Blvd/Hillandale Dr Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-38 Panola Rd @ Snapfinger Woods Dr Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-39 Panola Rd @ S Stone Mountain Lithonia Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-40 Evans Mill Rd @ Woodrow Rd/Mall Pkwy Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

ICE-41 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) @ Evans Mill Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan
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Table 25. Midblock Crossing Projects 

ID Project Name Source
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons (PHBs)

PHB-1 Mall Pkwy @ Stonecrest Sq Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-2 Mall Pkwy @ 8109 Mall Pkwy Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-3 Mall Pkwy between Evans Mill Rd & Klondike Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-4 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) @ Thicket Way Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-5 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) @ Scarbrough Dr Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-6 Klondike Rd @ AWARE Center Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-7 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) @ Hillvale Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-8 Covington Hwy (US 278/SR 12) @ Huber St Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-9 Panola Industrial Blvd @ Easterly Pl Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-10 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) @ Beacon Mountain Dr Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-11 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) @ Arabia Mountain High School Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

PHB-12 Snapfinger Woods Dr @ Easterly Pl Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-13 Panola Rd @ Dividend Dr Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

PHB-14 Lithonia Industrial Blvd @ Tribble St Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-15 Browns Mill Rd (SR 212) @ Framingham Dr Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

PHB-16 Klondike Rd @ Proposed Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-17 Rockland Rd @ Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-18 Turner Hill Rd @ Rockland Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

PHB-19 Mall Pkwy @ Honeycreek Ct Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

Rectangular Rapid-Flashing Beacons (RRFBs)

RRFB-1 Hillandale Dr @ Somerset Pkwy Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-2 N Goddard Rd @ Arabia Mountain PATH Trail Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-3 Miller Rd @ Miller Grove Middle School Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-4 DeKalb Medical Pkwy @ Miller Grove High School Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-5 Rock Springs Rd @ EL Bouie Elementary School Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-6 Salem Rd @ Salem Middle School Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-7 Crossvale Rd @ Waits Pt Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-8 Evans Mill Rd @ Flat Rock Elementary School Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-9 Salem Rd @ Fannin Dr Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-10 Phillips Rd @ Lithonia High School Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-11 Rock Springs Rd @ Proposed Pole Bridge Trail Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-12 Rock Springs Rd @ Ottawa Trl Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-13 Panola Rd @ Panola Valley Dr Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan

RRFB-14 Rockland Rd @ N Goddard Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-15 Klondike Rd @ Proposed Stonecrest PATH Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-16 Forest Lake Pkwy @ Proposed Stonecrest PATH Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-17 Turner Hill Rd @ Forest Lake Pkwy Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-18 Woodrow Dr @ Arabian Woods Dr Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-19 Evans Mill Rd @ Salem Rd Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan

RRFB-20 Evans Mill Rd @ Pole Bridge Creek Stonecrest Transportation Master Plan
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TRANSIT CONSIDERATIONS 
The project team considered transit access 
in shaping the Stonecrest Bicycle, Pedestrian 
& Trail Plan. Long-term transit investments 
identified in the DeKalb County Transit Master 
Plan and further reinforced in the Stonecrest 
Transportation Master Plan were considered 
in determining what type of facilities and 
investments are needed to implement a walking 
and bicycling network that can complement the 
existing and planned transit network. The City 
of Stonecrest should continue to collaborate 
with the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority (MARTA) in shaping how walking, 
bicycling, and transit can together build a more 
cohesive network within Stonecrest.

BUS STOP UPGRADES

Based on a review of ridership data and 
an inventory of bus stops and shelters, the 
project team was able to evaluate which 
bus stops were eligible for upgrades to 
either benches or shelters through MARTA’s 
Comprehensive Operations Analysis. 
Additionally, through MARTA’s 1,000 Amenities 
program, numerous bus stops across MARTA’s 
footprint have received upgrades to either 
bus stops or shelters, including several within 
Stonecrest.73 The project team considered 
stops upgraded from MARTA’s 1,000 Amenities 
program in shaping new bus stop upgrade 
recommendations for this Plan which are listed 
in Table 26 and shown in Figure 48. Each of 
the three bus stop upgrades are located along 
Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12) which is 
along Route 115 that provides connectivity 
between the Indian Creek MARTA rail station 
and the Mall at Stonecrest.

SAFE ROUTES TO TRANSIT PROGRAM

A possible opportunity to coordinate between 
transit improvements and implementing the 
Sidewalk and Bicycle & Trail Master Plans 
exists through a new MARTA program called 
Safe Routes to Transit. 
73 Wickert, D. (2019). 1,000 MARTA bus stops to get shelters, benches Atlanta Journal-Constitution.  
https://www.ajc.com/news/local-govt--politics/000-marta-bus-stops-get-shelters-benches/xXhRkmrZxR5QwipZ8whHDL/
74 Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (2023). MARTA Board Advances Safe Routes to Transit Project.  
https://www.itsmarta.com/marta-board-advances-safe-routes.aspx

This program aims to fill in sidewalk gaps 
near transit stops with high ridership, which 
are a barrier to transit access across MARTA's 
footprint. The City, in collaboration with MARTA, 
should determine eligibility for improvements 
such as high visibility crosswalks, ADA-compliant 
ramps, curb extensions, medians, and refuge 
islands, among other improvements.74

LONG-TERM INVESTMENTS

Bus stop upgrade recommendations are shown 
against long-term transit projects presented in 
the DeKalb County Transit Master Plan. These 
include a future mobility center at the Mall at 
Stonecrest, a bus-rapid transit (BRT) corridor 
along I-20 with BRT stations located at Panola 
Road, Lithonia Industrial Boulevard, and the 
Mall at Stonecrest, arterial rapid transit (ART) 
along Covington Highway (US 278/SR 12), and 
expanded local bus service along different 
arterials and collectors in Stonecrest which 
currently are not a part of a MARTA bus route. 

These visionary transit projects should be 
considered when determining which bicycle and 
pedestrian projects stemming from this Plan 
are moved forward for implementation. The 
priority projects were partly recommended due 
to their benefit in promoting transit access and 
ridership within Stonecrest on MARTA’s existing 
bus routes; however, if corridors such as Panola 
Road and Evans Mill Road eventually become a 
bus route, then adjoining walking and bicycling 
improvements will be necessary to allow access 
to future bus stops and nearby destinations.

Project ID Bus Stop Location (Bus Stop ID)
Bench Upgrades

T-1 Covington Hwy @ Marshalls Distribution (N/A)

T-2 Covington Hwy @ Panola Rd (133111)

Shelter Upgrades
T-3 Covington Hwy @ Wellington Cir (133097)

Table 26. MARTA Bus Stops Eligible for Upgrades
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Figure 48. Transit Stop Upgrades and Other Considerations
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

RECOMMENDED POLICIES & STRATEGIES
To accompany infrastructure and capital project recommendations, the Bicycle, Pedestrian & 
Trail Plan includes a number of policies and strategies that can be undertaken to strengthen 
practices that will enhance and expand the biking and walking network in Stonecrest. These 
encompass a variety of strategies to address the user experience, how trails and sidewalks 
are built and designed, providing safer, more direct, and more comfortable routes to key 
destinations, and programs to encourage use of the biking and walking network. These have 
been compiled from a variety of reference and inspiration sources, including ARC's Walk. Bike.
Thrive!, as well as a review of the City's existing policies and practices. 
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DESIGN STANDARDS

Bike Lane Design: Consider updating the 
City's policy on bike lane design (Sec. 14-383.  
Sidewalks and bicycle lanes) to reflect the 
latest guidance for the use of buffered and/
or separated bicycle lanes following FHWA 
Bikeway Selection Guide and the Separated 
Bike Lane and Planing Design Guide, in 
addition to the AASHTO guidelines. In many 
cases, a simple striped bike lane is not 
sufficient to invite or encourage use by anyone 
other than the most experienced bicyclists. 
Providing more separation between motor 
vehicles and bicyclists will improve safety and 
encourage more use of bike lanes where they 
are installed. 

Currently, the code of ordinances requires 
bicycle lanes on new or substantially improved 
major or minor arterials, parkways, or 
collector streets where the posted speed limit 
is 35 mph or greater. It also specifies that they 
should be at least four feet wide. Current best 
practices recommend a minimum width of five 
feet, and that depends largely on the context 
of the road - including traffic volume, speed 
limit, and number or width of lanes, among 
other factors. 

Bike Amenities: Consider requiring bicycle 
racks, bike parking, and/or fix-it stations at all 
City Parks and community facilities. This could 
be expanded eventually to also include new 
commercial and/or residential buildings. 

Encourage Shared Parking: As the trail 
network in Stonecrest is developed, consider 
policies that would allow or establish 
precedent for shared-use of parking lots at 
schools and shopping centers by trail users 
outside of normal hours of operation. This 
can be especially helpful with trails alongside 
major roadways where there may not be 
dedicated trailheads or access points. 

Policies and Strategies 

The Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trail Plan offers 
recommended policies and strategies in several 
categories with each offering different ideas and 
approaches for City staff to consider implementing 
alongside projects from the Sidewalk Master Plan 
and Bicycle & Trail Master Plan. 

DESIGN STANDARDS

LAND DEVELOPMENT

COORDINATION

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

SAFETY AND EDUCATION

PROGRAMMING AND  
ACTIVATION
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

Streetscape Design Guide: Consider 
developing a cohesive Streetscape Design 
guide as recommended in the Transportation 
Master Plan (TMP) - project PS-2 - and 
incorporate multimodal facility guidance from 
this plan.

Complete Streets Policy: Consider creating 
and adopting a Complete Streets Policy that 
codifies best practices and standards for 
streets that accommodate users of all modes. 
Complete Streets accommodate all users, 
regardless of travel mode, age, or ability. 
They can provide standards and guidelines for 
design and criteria for choosing and prioritizing 
projects. GDOT adopted its Complete Streets 
Policy in 2012 and ARC requires that all 
projects funded through the TIP are consistent 
with Complete Street principles. 

The National Complete Streets Coalition75 
suggests ten elements that make successful 
complete streets policies: 

• Establish commitment and vision
• Prioritize under-invested and 

underserved communities 
• Applies to all projects and phases
• Allows only clear expectations
• Mandates coordination
• Adopts excellent design guidance
• Requires proactive land-use planning
• Measures progress
• Sets criteria for choosing projects
• Creates a plan for implementation

75 National Complete Streets Coalition (2023). 10 Elements of a Complete Streets Policy.  
https://smartgrowthamerica.org/10-elements-of-complete-streets/
76 City of Dunwoody (2023). The Code of the City of Dunwoody, GA -  Article IV, Division 1, Sec. 27-209.  
https://library.municode.com/ga/dunwoody/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH27ZOOR_ARTIVGEAPRE_
DIV1PACI_S27-209PECI

LAND DEVELOPMENT

Pedestrian Circulation Plans: Within more 
densely developed areas, such as the 
Stonecrest Overlay District, consider requiring 
'pedestrian circulation paths' for all new land 
disturbance permit applications. The purpose 
of such plans would be to ensure multimodal 
interconnectivity with adjoining land uses 
and access to nearby key destinations. The 
City of Dunwoody, for example, has similar 
requirements.76 

Encourage Through-Paths and Neighborhood 
Connections: Consider encouraging direct 
access to shared-use paths and other 
trails from residential neighborhoods and 
subdivisions, such as between residential 
parcels at the end of a cul-de-sac. This plan 
recommends several cul-de-sac connector 
projects and these types of neighborhood 
connections can serve transportation 
purposes, shortening the walking or biking 
distance between local destinations like 
grocery stores, schools, libraries, and other 
destinations. Where possible, these should 
complement the on-street biking or walking 
network. The City's code of ordinances already 
permits the provision of service alleys or 
marginal access streets where subdivisions 
border arterial streets and thoroughfares (Sec. 
14-185). 

Shared-Use Path Development: The City's 
code of ordinances (Sec. 14-185) provides 
that the Community Development Director 
may require the provision of marginal access 
streets parallel to the right-of-way that is 
suitable for use as a park or open space and to 
provide for multipurpose trails. To strengthen 
this policy, consider requiring developers to 
provide the shared-use paths where indicated 
in this plan, subsequent versions of it, or the 
City's official bike/trail map.
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OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

Sidewalk and Path Maintenance Program: As 
the City's biking and walking network grows, 
consider creating a maintenance program 
specifically focused on sidewalks and shared-
use paths or trails that includes replenishing 
surface materials, ensuring striping is not worn 
and faded, removing debris from trails, and 
ensuring proper drainage. 

COORDINATION

Connectivity on Bridges: Work with GDOT to 
ensure state routes, bridges, and other state-
owned facilities within programmed project 
footprints have pedestrian accommodations 
based on the City’s sidewalk master plan. 

Reconcile Crosswalks and Pedestrian Signals: 
There are a number of crosswalks throughout 
the City with marked crosswalks and no 
pedestrian countdown signals or vice versa, 
Stonecrest should coordinate with GDOT and 
DeKalb County to reconcile marked crosswalks 
with pedestrian crossing signals at signalized 
intersections throughout the city

77 Federal Highway Administration (2021). Appropriate Speed Limits for All Road Users  
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/appropriate-speed-limits-all-road-users

SAFETY AND EDUCATION 

Vision Zero: Consider adopting a Vision Zero 
policy to work toward eliminating fatalities 
on City roads. Vision Zero is the concept that 
loss of life on our roadways is unacceptable. 
It is based on the premises that traffic deaths 
are preventable, recognized that humans 
make mistakes, and focuses on preventing 
fatal and serious injury crashes. Rooted in the 
"Safe System" approach, Vision Zero policies 
prioritize strategic planning to address site-
specific and systemic needs, project delivery, 
and equity. 

Speed Reduction Strategies: Consider setting 
target speeds for roads, focused on the speed 
you want people to drive, rather than using 
the 85th percentile operating speed when 
designing roads. The FHWA lists "Appropriate 
Speed Limits for All Road Users" as a Proven 
Safety Countermeasure and the USLIMITS2 
tool can provide guidance on setting 
appropriate speed limits in a given context.77 
Use context-sensitive speed-reduction 
mechanisms where appropriate, such as 
narrower lane widths, medians, street trees, 
and neighborhood traffic calming to encourage 
drivers to slow down.

Safety Campaign: Work with partners to 
create an educational campaign to raise 
awareness among drivers, pedestrians, and 
cyclists of one another. Messages may show 
people how and where to walk and cycle, 
share information on local laws, and help 
reduce potential conflicts between vehicles, 
cyclists, and pedestrians.

Emergency Location Markers: Consider 
standardized emergency location markers 
along shared-use paths to assist first 
responders in finding locations where users 
may need assistance. Neighboring Cobb 
County has such a program, which has been 
widely recognized. 

A Candidate Location for Reconciling Crosswalks and Pedestrian 
Signals is Along the Arabia Mountain PATH Trail 
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STONECREST BICYCLE, PEDESTRIAN & TRAIL PLAN

PROGRAMMING AND ACTIVATION

Encouragement Programs: Encourage local 
partners and organizations to help support 
and promote use of trails and paths, including 
through educational nature walks and rides. 
Examples of such partners may include 
"friends of" trail groups, the Audubon Society, 
or others. 

Wayfinding and Etiquette Signage: Consider 
developing wayfinding and etiquette signage 
for all existing and future trail and shared-use 
path facilities within the City based on the 
City’s brand and identity. 

Funding for Cleanup and Beautification: Work 
with partners to identify potential funding 
sources and a strategy for maintenance, 
cleanup and beautification efforts. 

Bicycle Friendly Community: Consider 
pursuing designation as a "Bicycle Friendly 
Community" through the program created 
by the League of American Bicyclists.78 
Communities, states, businesses, and 
universities are eligible to apply. The programs 
looks at and evaluates candidates based on 
several criteria: 

• Equity and Accessibility - A bicycle 
friendly America for everyone

• Engineering - Creating safe and 
convenient places to ride and park

• Education - Giving people of all ages 
and abilities the skills and confidence 
to ride

• Encouragement - Creating a strong 
bike culture that welcomes and 
celebrates bicycling

• Evaluation and Planning - Planning 
for bicycling as a safe and viable 
transportation option

78 League of American Bicyclists (2023). Bicycle Friendly America. https://bikeleague.org/bfa/
79 University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center (n.d.). Walk Friendly Community Benefits.  
https://www.walkfriendly.org/benefits/

Walk-Friendly Community: A group called 
"Walk Friendly Communities"79 has created 
a program to recognize communities that 
promote the benefits of being "walk friendly" 
and to celebrate and recognize communities. 
After some of the projects, policies, and 
strategies of this plan have been implemented, 
Stonecrest should consider applying for 
designation. 

Public Art: Consider working with local arts 
councils, universities, and other groups to 
create a program for providing public art along 
paths and trails throughout the city. Public 
art along a trail or path can bring attention 
to the network, encourage use, and attract 
newcomers. 

Awareness Campaign: Develop an educational 
campaign to promote biking and walking 
awareness and safety across the City. 
Examples of national events to highlight 
include National Walk to Work Day (April), 
National Bike Month (May), National Trails 
Day (First Saturday in June), and National Walk 
to School Day (October)Days, group rides, 
educational tours, and others. 

Maps for Trails: Consider developing and 
publishing maps (static or online/interactive) of 
existing and planned future trails and bikeways 
to encourage future use. 
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A CONNECTED WALKING AND 
BICYCLING NETWORK WILL PROPEL 

STONECREST INTO THE FUTURE
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmpDAE7  - Page 1 of 2 
  

SUBJECT: Southeast Athletic Complex Restroom Construction Contract 
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☐ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☒ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ ORDINANCE ☐ RESOLUTION  ☒ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  11/27/23 & Click or tap to enter a date. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Hari Karikaran, PE, City Engineer  
 

PRESENTER: Hari Karikaran, PE, City Engineer   
 

PURPOSE: Award a Contract to Play Services to construct a Restroom Facility at Southeast Athletic 

Complex 

 

FACTS: City of Stonecrest Council awarded a Contract to Gordian, a State approved Contractor, to 

provide Architectural Design for a Restroom and Concession stand at Southeast Athletic Complex on 

November 27, 2023.  Gordian has completed the design and provided proposal to construct the Restroom 

facility using a State approved Contractor, Place Services, Inc.  Contract amount for the construction is 

$509,887.00  

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer    N/A 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve    Award a Contract to Place Services, Inc. to Construct Restroom 

Facilities at Southeast Athletic Complex 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmpDAE7  - Page 2 of 2 
  

(1) Attachment 1 -  Place Services Cost Proposal 

(2) Attachment 2 -  Restroom Layout 

(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(5) Attachment 5 -  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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SE ATHLETIC COMPLEX
NEW RESTROOMS AND CONCESSIONS
LITHONIA GA

Description of Work or Trade Division

SUBSTRUCTURE

1 Standard Foundations 12,090

2 Slab on Grade 9,511

3 Excavation trenches 8,136

Substructure 29,737

SHELL

4 Roof Structure 21,725

5 External Walls 79,769

6 Windows 3,303

7 External Doors 18,430

8 Roof Covering 30,502

Shell 153,728

INTERIORS

9 Internal Walls 35,061

10 Access Door 1,843

11 Fittings Counter 4,300

12 Fittings SS Table 7,372

13 WC Cubicles 25,065

14 Wall Finishes 16,022

15 Floor Finishes 4,030

16 Ceiling Finishes 7,254

Interiors 100,947
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SERVICES

17 Plumbing fixtures 49,761

18 Domestic Water 17,732

19 Roof Drainage 1,865

20 HVAC Split units 16,120

21 Electric Service 3,546

22 Electric Lighting 13,702

23 Emergency/Comms 2,337

Services 105,065

SITE WORKS

24 Utilities 12,287

25 Paving 3,072

26 Landscaping 1,843

Site Works 17,201

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION 406,679

27 GENERAL CONDITIONS 103,208 103,208

TOTAL BUDGET 509,887
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmp756D  - Page 1 of 1 
  

SUBJECT: Dynamic Security Ratification 
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☐ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☒ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ ORDINANCE ☐ RESOLUTION  ☒ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  Click or tap here to enter text. & Click or tap here to enter text. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Gia Scruggs, City Manager  
 

PRESENTER: Gia Scruggs, City Manager     
 

PURPOSE: To make a decision on the Dynamic Security Ratification.  

 

FACTS: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

(1) Attachment 1 -  Resolution  

(2) Attachment 2 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(5) Attachment 5 -  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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STATE OF GEORGIA  

CITY OF STONECREST      

RESOLUTION NO. ____-____________ 

A RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

STONECREST, GEORGIA TO RATIFY SERVICES RENDERED IN CONNECTION 

WITH THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR ARMED SECURITY 

SERVICES FOR CITY HALL AND BROWNS MILL RECREATION CENTER 

(“CONTRACT”) WITH DYNAMIC SECURITY INC.; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 

EXECUTE A CONTRACT EXTENSION THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2024; AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES.  

WHEREAS, the City of Stonecrest (“City”) entered into a Professional Services Contract 

for Armed Security Services for City Hall and Browns Mill Recreation Center, with Dynamic 

Security Inc. (“Dynamic”) on June 28, 2023 (the “Contract”); and 

WHEREAS, the Initial Term of the Contract ended on December 31, 2023; and   

WHEREAS, it is necessary to waive the requirements of the City’s Procurement Policy to 

timely meet the requirements of this resolution; and  

WHEREAS, the Contract expired before legislation was submitted to extend and Dynamic 

continues to provide services to the City; and 

WHEREAS, Dynamic has performed all services satisfactorily under the Contract; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to extend the Contract retroactively beginning on January 1, 

2024 and ending on August 31, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, the City desires to ratify any services rendered by Dynamic from January 1, 

2024 through August 31, 2024; and 
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WHEREAS, Dynamic continues to provide services to the City and satisfactorily perform 

under the Contract; and 

WHEREAS, the City Manager and city staff recommend an extension of the Contract and 

ratifying services from January 1, 2024 through August 31, 2024. 

THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA that the Mayor, is authorized 

to extend the Professional Services Contract for Armed Security Services for City Hall and Browns 

Mill Recreation Center with Dynamic Security Inc., retroactively effective January 1, 2024 

through August 31, 2024. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED any services provided under the Professional Services 

Contract for Armed Security Services for City Hall and Browns Mill Recreation Center, with 

Dynamic Security Inc. from January 1, 2024 through August 31, 2024 are hereby ratified. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: All resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict with 

this resolution are hereby waived to the extent of the conflict. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The City Manager or her designee, in consultation with 

the City Attorney, is directed to prepare all appropriate documents. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: The contract extension will not become binding on the 

City and the City will incur no obligation or liability under the same until an amendment has been 

executed by the Mayor and delivered to Dynamic Security Inc. 

BE IT SO RESOLVED this _________ day of _________________, 2024.  

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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        CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Jazzmin Cobble, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

___________________________ 

City Attorney 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmp194F  - Page 1 of 2 
  

SUBJECT: Law Enforcement Services   
 

 

AGENDA SECTION: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ PRESENTATION      ☐ PUBLIC HEARING      ☐ CONSENT AGENDA     ☐ OLD BUSINESS   

☒ NEW BUSINESS       ☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

CATEGORY: (check all that apply) 
 

☐ ORDINANCE ☐ RESOLUTION  ☒ CONTRACT  ☐ POLICY ☐  STATUS REPORT     

☐ OTHER, PLEASE STATE: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 

ACTION REQUESTED: ☒ DECISION ☐ DISCUSSION, ☐ REVIEW, or ☐ UPDATE ONLY       
 

 

Previously Heard Date(s):  Click or tap here to enter text. & Click or tap here to enter text. 

Current Work Session:  Click or tap to enter a date.     

Current Council Meeting: Monday, July 22, 2024     
 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Gia Scruggs, City Manager  
 

PRESENTER: Gia Scruggs, City Manager     
 

PURPOSE: The City of Stonecrest would like to enter into an Intergovernmemtal Agreement with the 

City of Lithonia to provide law enforcement services. This agreement will be used for security for city 

buildings, properties and events for the city of Stonecrest.  The agreement outlines the services that have 

been agreed upon including the compensation and consideration as outlined in Exhibit A.  The cost of these 

services is at a rate of $55.  The funding is included in the 2024 budget – General Operations (General 

Government Buildings) - Security.  

 

FACTS: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

OPTIONS: Approve, Deny, Defer Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

(1) Attachment 1 -  Intergovernmental Agreement – City of Lithonia 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
  

tmp194F  - Page 2 of 2 
  

(2) Attachment 2 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(3) Attachment 3 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(4) Attachment 4 -  Click or tap here to enter text. 
(5) Attachment 5 -  Click or tap here to enter text.  
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 

FOR CITY OF LITHONIAPOLICE OFFICERS TO PROVIDE LAW ENFORCEMENT 

SERVICES FOR CITY OF STONECREST BUILDINGS, PROPERTIES AND EVENTS 

 

 This Agreement made and entered into this ____ day of _____________, 2024, between 

the City of Stonecrest, Georgia hereinafter (“City of Stonecrest” or “Stonecrest”) and the City of 

Lithonia, Georgia (“City of Lithonia” or “Lithonia) Stonecrest and Lithonia are at times referred 

to herein individually as “Party” or collectively as the “Parties.”, for the purpose of providing law 

enforcement services for City of Stonecrest buildings, properties and events and further providing 

for payment for those services into the General Fund of Lithonia. 

WHEREAS, the cities of Stonecrest and Lithonia are constitutionally created local 

political subdivisions of the State of Georgia; and 

 

WHEREAS, the cities of Stonecrest and Lithonia are municipality duly incorporated 

under the laws of the State of Georgia; and  

 

WHEREAS, Stonecrest and Lithonia desire to enter into an agreement for the provision 

of Police Services within the boundaries of the Stonecrest (“Agreement”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Stonecrest and Lithonia desire to maintain a mutually beneficial, 

efficient and cooperative relationship that will promote the interests of the citizens of both 

jurisdictions.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the following mutual obligations, the 

Stonecrest and Lithonia agree as follows: 

ARTICLE 1 

PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The purpose of this Agreement is to sustain public safety and protect life and property 

through enforcement of local, state and federal laws at City of Stonecrest buildings, properties 

and at events held within Stonecrest.  

 

ARTICLE 2  

DEFINITIONS 

 

City of Stonecrest Buildings and Properties means Stonecrest City Hall, Browns Mill 

Recreation Center, Browns Mill Aquatic Center, Browns Mill Park Complex, Southeast Athletic 

Complex, Salem Park, Miller Grove Park, New Fairington Park, Everett Park, Chestnut Lake 

Park, Panola Shoals Trailhead and any future buildings and properties owned or leased by the 

City of Stonecrest.  

 

City of Stonecrest Events means City of Stonecrest sponsored events. 

 

Executive Protection Services means protection service for City of Stonecrest Mayor and 

City Council. 
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Police Chief means the City of Lithonia police chief. 

Public Safety Director means the top police official in the City of Stonecrest or such 

individual that the City Manager assigns to carry out law enforcement duties.  

Police Services means patrolling, inspection and security of City of Stonecrest Buildings 

and Properties; and patrolling, inspection and security of City of Stonecrest Events. 

  

ARTICLE 3  

CHIEF OF POLICE 

 

The City of Lithonia Chief of Police will direct, manage and supervise the delivery of 

Police Services contracted for in this Agreement with coordination with the Public Safety Director. 

While the Chief of Police shall retain control and direction of the Police Services hereunder, 

Stonecrest may request meetings or provide input regarding police operations for Lithonia’s 

consideration. 

ARTICLE 4  

TERM OF AGREEMENT 

This Agreement shall commence on the date all parties have executed the Agreement 

(“Effective Date”) and shall terminate on December 31, 2024. January – December. This 

Agreement shall automatically renew for one (1) additional year on January 1, 2025 without 

further action by the Stonecrest or Lithonia unless previously terminated in accordance with the 

termination provisions of this Agreement.  

 

ARTICLE 5 

SERVICES 

 

 Lithonia shall provide full-time officers for the purpose of providing Police Services at 

City of Stonecrest Buildings and Properties and at City of Stonecrest Events. Police Services shall 

include, but are not limited to, patrolling and inspection of Stonecrest Buildings and Properties 

and at Stonecrest Events under the laws of the State of Georgia and the Ordinances of the City of 

Stonecrest within the municipal limits of Stonecrest and all other services as described in Exhibit 

A of this Agreement. 

 5.1 The division of labor and workforce will remain the sole discretion of Stonecrest 

and is described in Exhibit A of this Agreement. The division of labor and workforce shall also be 

dependent on factors, as determined by Stonecrest. 

5.2  During the term of this Agreement, the level of services provided by Lithonia to the 

City of Stonecrest shall be consistent with those provided in all other portions of the City of 

Lithonia; however, such level of services shall not fall below the current year’s level of service 

provided in the City of Lithonia.  

5.3 Should data demonstrate that Lithonia is not meeting the current service level 

Stonecrest reserves the right to call an emergency meeting to discuss and resolve any issues to the 
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full satisfaction of Stonecrest.  By December 31st of each year, this Agreement is in effect, Lithonia 

shall provide an annual report to Stonecrest reflecting the number of police officers assigned to the 

City and their respective assignments or positions during the course of that year. The City of 

Stonecrest will contact the City of Lithonia to resolve any concerns regarding the scope of work 

contemplated under this Agreement. 

5.4 Response times in Stonecrest shall remain consistent with those response times in 

all other parts of Lithonia. 

5.5 The City of Lithonia Police Chief will be responsible for providing the City 

Manager and Public Safety Director with a detailed incident report following all City incidents 

occurring at Stonecrest Buildings and Properties and at Stonecrest Events within 72 hours of said 

City incident.    

ARTICLE 6 

COMPENSATION AND CONSIDERATION 

 

 In consideration for said law enforcement services, Stonecrest shall pay on a monthly basis 

into the general fund of Lithonia an amount equal to the monthly compensation for all hourly 

police officers at the hourly rate of pay as described in Exhibit A delivered to the City of Stonecrest 

by the City of Lithonia. At the execution of this Agreement Stonecrest shall make a one tine 

payment into the general fund of the City of Lithonia in amount not exceed SEVENTY-FIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100($75,000.00)  for the purchase of one (1) Special Service 

Vehicle (“Stonecrest SSV”). At the conclusion of this Agreement the City of Lithonia shall transfer 

title of the Stonecrest SSV to the City of Stonecrest. In further consideration of said services, 

Stonecrest shall pay to Lithonia all fines and bond forfeitures received through the Municipal Court 

of the City of Stonecrest.   

 

 6.1  The City of Stonecrest agrees to pay any all expenses for processing the cases 

issued for the violations of the Ordinances of the City of Stonecrest, maintaining and keeping 

record of same and bearing the expense of the Stonecrest Municipal Court and also agrees to pay 

any other expenses involved based upon the issuance of any citations. 

6.2 Lithonia reserves the right to charge Stonecrest the actual cost of any specific non-

basic services performed due to Exigent Circumstances or at the request of the City. T h e  

C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e  will communicate with the City Manager and the Public Safety Director 

regarding the cost of the non-basic police services being provided. Parties shall retain the right 

to jointly or individually seek joint jurisdictional, state or federal funding to the extent permitted 

by law. 

 

6.4 Stonecrest has determined that the amounts to be paid to Lithonia and other 

expenses paid by Stonecrest pursuant to this Agreement are equal to the cost incurred by 

Lithonia to provide law enforcement services to the City of Stonecrest. 

 

ARTICLE 7  

EQUIPMENT 
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7.1  With the exception of the Stonecrest SSV that shall be provided by the City of 

Stonecrest as mentioned above, the City of Lithonia agrees to provide police personnel assigned 

to work within Stonecrest with all necessary equipment and motor vehicles in connection with this 

Agreement in order to perform the agreed upon Police Services, in accordance with City of 

Lithonia Police policies and procedures. The City of Lithonia agrees to maintain said equipment 

and vehicles and to provide replacements as necessary during the term of the Agreement. All City 

of Lithonia Police Officers assigned hereunder shall wear the uniform and insignia as issued and 

ordered by the City of Lithonia Police Department.  

ARTICLE 8 

AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE THE LAW IN STONECREST 

 

8.1 Sworn police officers assigned to Stonecrest shall take an oath administered by an 

official authorized by the City of Stonecrest to administer oaths, as prescribed by O.C.G.A. §§ 45-

3-1 and 45-3-10.1 prior to enforcing the ordinances of the City of Stonecrest. 

8.2 Every sworn police officer of Lithonia assigned to the City shall still be deemed to 

be a sworn officer of the City of Lithonia while performing the services, duties and responsibilities 

hereunder and is vested with the police powers of the City of Lithonia that are necessary to provide 

the Police Services within the scope of this Agreement. 

8.3 Sworn police officers shall be and hereby are vested with the additional power to 

enforce the applicable ordinances Stonecrest, to make arrests or issue citations incident to the 

enforcement of the applicable Stonecrest ordinances, and to perform other tasks as are reasonable 

and necessary in the exercise of their powers. This vesting of additional powers to enforce the 

applicable ordinances of Stonecrest is made for the sole and limited purpose of giving official and 

lawful status to the performance of law enforcement services provided by sworn officers within 

the City of Stonecrest.  

8.4 Sworn police officers shall enforce applicable City ordinances and shall appear in 

the Municipal Court of the City of Stonecrest, where applicable and as necessary to prosecute cases 

made therein. Lithonia police officers must continue to comply with all Lithonia policies governing 

off-duty employment. 

ARTICLE 9  

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

 

9.1 All sworn officers, as well as any other Lithonia personnel assigned under this 

Agreement are and will continue to be employees of the City of Lithonia for all purposes, including 

but not limited to: duties and responsibilities, employee benefits, grievance, payroll, pension, 

promotion, annual or sick leave, standards of performance, training, workers compensation and 

disciplinary functions. 

9.2 All sworn officers as well as any other sworn personnel assigned under this 

Agreement are and will continue to be part of the City of Lithonia police department command 

structure. Officers, police department staff and personnel are under the supervision of the Chief of 

Police. 
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ARTICLE 10 

RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING 

 

10.1 City of Lithonia Police Department Records Section is the central repository for all 

departmental records and makes available public records as defined by the Georgia Open Records 

Act, O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70, et seq. During the term of this Agreement, Lithonia will continue to 

maintain Initial Incident Reports, Supplemental Reports and other reports relating to police activity 

in the City of Stonecrest, consistent with Lithonia’s records retention policies.  

10.2 During the term of this Agreement, the City of Lithonia will continue to compile, 

maintain and submit all law enforcement data for the City of Stonecrest, including NIBRS and 

UCR statistics, to state and federal authorities in the form and manner required of police agencies 

in Georgia. The City of Lithonia shall be responsible for the creation of any necessary User 

Agreements with the Georgia Crime Information Center (“GCIC”) and the establishment of a 

unique ORI (Originating Agency Identifier) in order for Stonecrest to comply with this paragraph. 

In addition, Lithonia shall be responsible for any costs incurred with  software vendors if software 

modifications are necessary in order to comply with this paragraph. Otherwise, the Lithonia Police 

Department will continue to report the required crime statistics to the State and Federal 

governments as a part of Lithonia for the duration of this Agreement. 

10.3 Except as limited by any provision of state or federal law, Stonecrest may request, 

review and access data and Lithonia records at a mutually agreed upon time to ensure compliance 

with this Agreement. 

10.4 The City of Lithonia will provide Initial Incident Reports, Supplemental Reports, 

Monthly Citation Report (distinguishing between citations written specifically for the Municipal 

Court of Stonecrest) and all other reports as necessary.   

10.5 Lithonia response time reports will be provided by the Chief of Police on a quarterly 

basis to the City of Stonecrest. The Lithonia response time reports must include data from the City 

of Stonecrest for comparison.  

10.6 The City of Stonecrest may request to review and access data and City of Lithonia 

records at a mutually agreed upon time to ensure compliance with this Agreement. The City of 

Lithonia will provide quarterly comparison report of service metrics date to include information 

from both Stonecrest and Lithonia. 

ARTICLE 11 

STONECREST-LITHONIA RELATIONS 

 

11.1 The City of Lithonia will notify and communicate with the Mayor, City Manager 

and the Public Safety Director in the event of a significant criminal occurrence or emergency 

situation within Stonecrest, as determined by the City of Lithonia Police Chief. Additionally, the 

City of Lithonia Police Chief will send the Mayor, City Manager and the Public Safety Director a 

daily report of significant criminal occurrence or emergency situation occurring in the last twenty-

four hours at City of Stonecrest Buildings and Properties.  In the event the City of Stonecrest 

determines additional Stonecrest officials should be included, the City Manager and the Public 
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Safety Director may designate additional City officials to participate in the discussion related to 

the definition of such events.  

11.2 The parties acknowledge that the City Manager and the Public Safety Director is 

not in the chain of command of any City of Lithonia Employee and do not have authority to direct 

the activities of any employee of the City of Lithonia Police Department. 

ARTICLE 12 

TERMINATION AND REMEDIES 

 

12.1 Unless mutual termination is otherwise reached, either Party may terminate this 

Agreement with or without cause by ninety (90) days prior written notice. If Stonecrest intends to 

terminate this Agreement for cause prior to the expiration of the term of this Agreement, Stonecrest 

must notify Lithonia in writing, said notice must specify the basis for the termination, provide at 

least thirty (30) days to cure, and must provide an opportunity to cure by reviewing an action plan 

acceptable to Stonecrest and Lithonia. 

12.2 The parties reserve all available remedies afforded by law to enforce any term or 

condition of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 13  

NOTICES 

 

All required notices shall be given by certified first class U.S. Mail, return receipt requested. The 

parties agree to give each other non-binding duplicate notice by electronic mail. Future changes in 

address shall be effective upon written notice being given by Stonecrest or by Lithonia via 

electronic mail. Notices shall be addressed to the parties at the following addresses: 

If to the City of Lithonia:  

City Administrator 

6920 Main Street 

Lithonia, GA 30058 

Email: Donald.Dejarnette@lithoniacity.org 

 

If to the City of Stonecrest: 

City Manager  

3120 Stonecrest Blvd. 

Stonecrest, Georgia 30038 

Email: gscruggs@stonecrestga.gov 

 

With a copy to:  

City Attorney 

Denmark Ashby, LLC 

100 Hartsfield Centre Pkwy, Ste. 400 

Atlanta, Georgia 30354 

Email: wdenmark@denmarkashby.com 
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ARTICLE 14  

EXTENSION OF AGREEMENT 

 

This Agreement may be extended at any time during the term by mutual consent of both parties so 

long as such extension is approved by official action of the governing authorities of both the City 

of Stonecrest and the City of Lithonia.  

ARTICLE 15 

NON-ASSIGNABILITY 

 

Neither party shall assign any of the obligations or benefits of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 16 

ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

 

The parties acknowledge, one to the other, that the terms of this Agreement constitute the entire 

understanding and Agreement of the parties regarding the subject matter of the Agreement. This 

Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement between the Parties concerning the 

subject matter of this Agreement, and supersedes all prior oral or written agreements or 

understandings. No representation oral or written not incorporated in this Agreement shall be 

binding upon the City or the County. All parties must sign any subsequent changes in the 

Agreement. 

ARTICLE 17 

SEVERABILITY, VENUE AND ENFORCEABILITY 

 

If a court of competent jurisdiction renders any provision of this Agreement (or portion of a 

provision) to be invalid or otherwise unenforceable, that provision or portion of the provision will 

be severed and the remainder of this Agreement will continue in full force and effect as if the 

invalid provision or portion of the provision were not part of this Agreement. No action taken 

pursuant to this Agreement should be deemed to constitute a waiver of compliance with any 

representation, warranty, covenant or agreement contained in this Agreement and will not operate 

or be construed as a waiver of any subsequent breach, whether of a similar or dissimilar nature. 

This Agreement is governed by the laws of the state of Georgia without regard to conflicts of law 

principles thereof. Should any party institute suit concerning this Agreement, venue shall be in the 

Superior Court of DeKalb County, Georgia. Should any provision of this Agreement require 

judicial interpretation, it is agreed that the court interpreting or construing the same shall not apply 

a presumption that the terms hereof shall be more strictly construed against one party by reason of 

the rule of construction that a document is to be construed more strictly against the party who itself 

or through its agent prepared the same, it being agreed that the agents of all parties have 

participated in the preparation hereof. 

ARTICLE 18  

BINDING EFFECT 
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This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of, and be binding upon, the respective parties’ 

successors. 

ARTICLE 19  

INDEMNITY 

 

19.1 It is the intent of the parties to be covered under the auspices of any applicable 

immunity granted by law. Only to the extent permitted by law, shall the City of Stonecrest defend, 

indemnify and hold harmless the City of Lithonia and its officers, employees, or agents from any 

and all liability, losses or damages, including attorneys’ fees and costs of defense, which the City 

of Lithonia or its officers, employees, or agents may incur as a result of any claim, demand, suit, 

or cause of action or proceeding of any kind or nature arising out of, relating to, or resulting from 

the negligent performance of this Agreement by the City of Stonecrest, its employees, officers and 

agents. The City of Lithonia shall promptly notify the City of Stonecrest of each claim, cooperate 

with the City of Stonecrest in the defense and resolution of each claim and not settle or otherwise 

dispose of the claim without the City of Stonecrest’s participation. 

19.2 It is the intent of the parties to be covered under the auspices of any applicable 

immunity granted by law. Only to the extent permitted by law, shall the City of Lithonia defend, 

indemnify and hold harmless the City of Stonecrest and its officers, employees, or agents from any 

and all liability, losses or damages, including attorneys’ fees and costs of defense, which the City 

of Stonecrest or its officers, employees, or agents may incur as a result of any claim, demand, suit, 

or cause of action or proceeding of any kind or nature arising out of, relating to, or resulting from 

the negligent performance of this Agreement by the City of Lithonia, its employees, officers, and 

agents. The City of Stonecrest shall promptly notify the City of Lithonia of each claim, cooperate 

with the City of Lithonia in the defense and resolution of each claim and not settle or otherwise 

dispose of the claim without the City of Lithonia participation. 

19.3 The indemnification provisions of this Agreement shall survive termination of this 

Agreement for any claims that may be filed after the termination date of the Agreement provided 

the claims are based upon actions that occurred during the term of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 20  

COUNTERPARTS 

 

This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of which shall be an original, and 

all of which shall constitute but one and the same instrument. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and 

year above written. 
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ATTEST :    CITY OF STONECREST, GEORGIA  

________________________________ By: ______________________________________ 

      Mayor for City of Stonecrest, Georgia  

 

 

ATTEST:     CITY OF LITHONIA, GEORGIA 

_______________________________ By: _____________________________________ 

      Mayor for City of Lithonia, Georgia 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM  

 

 

By: ______________________________________ 

  

City Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

306

Item XIII. d.



EXHIBIT A 

 

SERVICES  

 

1. Services provided by Police Officers shall include at a minimum:  

 

a) Keeps record of entrance and departures of visitors.  

b) Maintain a high level of visibility in the building and parking area.  

c) Write reports on any incidents that occur on the property.  

d) Conducts checks of building and perimeter.  

e) Escort employees to their vehicles after dark.  

f) Assist with fire, severe weather, bomb threats and intruder drills.  

g) Summons emergency vehicles and crews when needed.  

h) Reports any suspicious behavior to the City Manager and the Public Safety Director and 

Dekalb County Police Department. 

i) Complies with the City of Stonecrest regulations and policies. 

j) Executive Protection including transportation. 

 

DIVISION OF WORK FORCE 

 

1. Full-Time Officers (40 hours work week) 

a. ONE (1) officer at City Hall; Monday – Friday, 7am – 6pm 

b. ONE (1) officer at Browns Mill Rec Center; Monday – Friday, 7am – 9pm 

2. Part Time Officers 

a. Two (2) Officers for Regular City Council Meeting  

b. Two (2) Officers for City Council Work Sessions  

c. Three (3) Officers for City Council Special Call Meetings 

d. Two (2) officers for all other public meetings not mentioned above 

e. Two (2) officers for City sponsored events - Scheduled events - Stonecrest will 

notify the Chief of Police 1-2 weeks in advance of the event when an officer is 

needed. City sponsored events will on weekends and will last 4-5 hours each day 

f. Two (2) officers at City parks as needed - Stonecrest will notify the Chief of 

Police 1-2 weeks in advance when an officer is needed.  

g. Executive Protection(“EP”) – EP will be requested as needed and the amount may 

vary.  

3. The City of Stonecrest shall have the right to move officers to different locations based 

on need. With prior approval of the Chief of Police Stonecrest shall increase the number 

of officers at each location. 

 

COST OF SERVICES  
$55/hour  

 

Miscellaneous: 

The City of Stonecrest will provide at minimum a bi-weekly schedule. 
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