
 

COUNCIL PUBLIC FORUM 

Wednesday, October 01, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS: LOCATION & CONTACT: 

Mayor Jennifer Massey 

Council President Jessica Chilton 

Councilor Mark Gundersen 
Councilor Russell Hubbard 

Councilor Brandon Sundeen 

HYBRID: Council Chambers & Zoom (details below) 

Website | www.sthelensoregon.gov  

Email | kpayne@sthelensoregon.gov        
Phone | 503-397-6272 

Fax | 503-397-4016 

AGENDA 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

TOPIC 

1. Presentation of Viewpoint from Community Members Arthur Leskowich & Stephen Topaz on 
Future Potential Use of Wastewater Treatment Secondary Lagoon 

CLOSE PUBLIC FORUM 

VIRTUAL MEETING DETAILS 

Join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83104922620?pwd=Ps1GhFe6kFmArP3mU0UlFASpsk8Oox.1 
Passcode: 834587 
Phone one-tap: +13462487799 

 
 

The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the hearing 

impaired or for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at least 48 hours before the 

meeting to City Hall at 503-397-6272. 

Be a part of the vision and get involved…volunteer for a City Board or Commission! For more information or for 
an application, go to www.sthelensoregon.gov or call 503-366-8217. 
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Steve Topaz and 
Art Leskowich
October 2, 2025

STATUS OF WASTEWATER 
LAGOON REPURPOSING

WHERE ARE WE GOING FROM 
HERE?
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HOW DID WE GET HERE FINACIALLY (FUNDING) ?

House Bill 2950 introduced by Brad Witt (Feb 16 2017) asked for 
1.54.Million to fund waterfront redevelopment. (Did not pass) 

Other funding via State and  Federal sources  approximately $1.5 Million
{City Ordinance modified to remove need for bidding below $500K}

Current funding in the budget for $400K for Permitting the landfill.  What 
happens if the  Permit process is not pursued?  
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4Google Earth historic snip circa 1990
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Front Page News!
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KNOWN CONTAMINANTS ALONG THE WATERFRONT

Dioxane /Furans = > 100 to 500 x Exceedance   

PAH’s = Petroleum Products

PCB’s=    > 1000 x Exceedance

PFAS /PFOS=   Testing  confirms presence in the Lagoon
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88

PROPOSED WCP MOORAGE
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PROPOSED WCP MOORAGE
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NO PRETREATMENT PROGRAM FOR AFFF

PFOS/PFAS found in Lagoon 17
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HOW SUSTAINABLE IS OUR WATER SYSTEM?

Water Source The St. Helens Water Department supplies the city with water from a water treatment facility located in 
Columbia City. There are two wells on the banks of the Columbia River in Columbia City that supply water to the 
treatment plant. There is also one Ground Well located near Scappoose Bay Marina. The Scappoose Bay well only 
operates during emergencies. The water treatment facility is a membrane plant that works by running water through a 
series of synthetic filters that capture sediment, germs and organisms. During the summer months when usage is 
higher, the City produces about 2 million gallons of water per day. 
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TRANSPORT DATA
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Portland Waste volume   4.3 (40)million cubic yards toxic river bottom
Value to St. Helens $120 million, or $28 per cubic yard

Details of Cooling Lagoon.
Surface area 23 acres,  depth 30 feet  volume 1,113,200cubic yards  222,417,360 gallons
Sludge depth 8 feet volume 296,858 cubic yards
Frogmore Slough fill 640,000 cubic yards
    Because of membrane failure the minimum amount of toxic waste in the present lagoon
Is 936,858 cubic yards.  Maximum (embankment materials) 2,050,058 cubic yards.  A ratio of sludge of 6.9% sludge 
to toxic Portland Waste.

Costs
Labor costs for a 30 men crew to move material, $2.4 million per year or $48 million for twenty-year project.
     Cost of moving contaminated material and replacing with mixed Toxic waste @ $10.00per cubic yard $52,368,580
     Cost of 2000 feet of caissons @ $400 per foot for a 40 depth $800,000 
     Cost of removing present membrane 1,001,880 square feet @ 1pound per square foot unknown??
     Cost of replacement membrane at $10 per square foot $10,018,800
    
Received money      $120,000,000
Expenses                   $111,187,380
Profit                          $8,812,620 or $440,631 per year
      This does not include equipment costs, insurance, or overtime

NUMBERS FOR THE TOXIC WASTE AND COOLING LAGOON
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Governor Tom McCall pressed environmental reforms in Oregon. 
 
In 1962 Thomas Lawson McCall, a journalist, caught the state's at-
tention with a television documentary, "Pollution in Paradise." In his 
clipped, forceful narration and with compelling photography, McCall 
showed what had happened to the Willamette River. Sewage, indus-
trial wastes, garbage, abandoned docks and warehouses, tires, and 
hulks of automobiles befouled a once pristine, fish-filled stream. 
Between 1850 and 1920 the Willamette had served as western Or-
egon's artery of commerce and transportation. Use had bred abuse 
and, almost without seeing it, Oregonians had transformed the 
stream into an open sewer.
 

OREGON HISTORY: TAKING STOCK
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SUMMARY OF REPORT ON CONDITION OF GROUND UNDER LAGOON

This section summarizes the geotechnical investigation conducted to assess the physical properties of  
subsurface soils at the site. The complete geotechnical investigation report is provided in Appendix H. 
Based on the borings completed for this investigation and review of existing subsurface information, the 
eastern portion of the lagoon near the existing containment levee is underlain by a variable thickness of sand, 
in turn underlain by a significant thickness of compressible, alluvial silt. The alluvial soils are underlain by 
basalt, and the depth to basalt varies significantly across the site and ranges from exposed basalt outcrops 
at the ground surface west of the lagoon to more than 200 feet bgs at one portion of the east side of the site. 
Our preliminary studies indicate that the loose to medium-dense sand and silt below the groundwater level 
have the potential to liquefy or strain soften during a code- based seismic event. Without mitigation, the loss 
of soil strength would result in seismically induced settlement and a risk of lateral spreading displacements. 
Ground improvement could be used to sufficiently improve the seismic stability of the proposed embankment 
during a code-based seismic event. The native alluvial silt soils are highly compressible, and the placement  
of new fill could result in significant total and differential short-term (primary) and long-term (secondary)  
settlements; these will need to be considered as part of the planning and design process and incorporated 
into any permanent improvements on the site. Depending on placement and compaction methods for new 
fills in the lagoon, additional settlement and slope stability of the fill soils could also be a geotechnical design 
consideration. In a subsequent feasibility study, options identification/optimization, and fill augmentation should  
be assessed to address both fill settlement and slope stability, as well as the seismic stability noted above. 
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QUESTIONIES FOR THE CITY:

Who is in charge?  
 

In addition to John Walsh, who from the  
administration is involved in this project?
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QUESTIONIES FOR THE CITY:

Who on the city council is the
designated project lead?
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QUESTIONIES FOR THE CITY:

Which members of the planning board 
are working on this project?    
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