
 

Stevensville Special Town Council Meeting 
Agenda for 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 03, 2019 
7:00 PM 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Bi-Weekly Claims 
Approval of Claims #15223 - #15274 

4. Correspondence 
a. Settlement Offer from Datsopoulos, MacDonald & Lind, P.C. RE: Tribbensee Employment 

5. Public Comments 

6. Unfinished Business 

7. New Business 
a. Discussion/Decision: Mayor’s Veto of Council’s appointment of James V. Crews to Ward 2 

Council Vacancy 
b. Discussion/Decision: Consent to Mayor’s appointment of Scott B. Owens as City Attorney 
c. Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s Appointment of Robert Underwood as Finance 

Officer and approving compensation of $21.00 per hour 

8. Executive Report 

 a.    Update on Twin Creeks Well Field & Water Restrictions 

 b.    Update on FY2020 Budget 

9. Adjournment 
 

 
 

Guidelines for Public Comment 

Public Comment ensures an opportunity for citizens to meaningfully participate in the decisions of its 
elected officials. It is one of several ways your voice is heard by your local government. During public 
comment we ask that all participants respect the right of others to make their comment uninterrupted. 
The council’s goal is to receive as much comment as time reasonably allows. All public comment 
should be directed to the chair (Mayor or designee). Comment made to the audience or individual 
council members may be ruled out of order. Public comment must remain on topic, and free from 
abusive language or unsupported allegations. 

During any council meeting you have two opportunities to comment: 

1. During the public comment period near the beginning of a meeting. 

2. Before any decision-making vote of the council on an agenda item. 

Comment made outside of these times may not be allowed. 

Citizens wishing to speak during the official public comment period should come forward to the 
podium and state their name and address for the record. Comment during this time maybe time 
limited, as determined by the chair, to allow as many people as possible to comment.   Citizens 
wishing to comment on a motion for decision before any vote can come forward or stand in place as 
they wish.  Comment must remain on the motion before the council. 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 03, 2019 Agenda 
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07/01/19                                                TOWN OF STEVENSVILLE                                    Page: 1 of 5
19:13:04                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/19

   *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
                                        *** Claim from another period ( 5/19) ****
 15223       E     34 STEVENSVILLE HARDWARE AND RENTAL       665.70
        05/31/19 WW operating Supplies                       2.79*                              5310     430610    220       101000
        05/31/19 WWTP Operating Supplies                    29.56*                              5310     430640    220       101000
        05/31/19 WTP Operating Supplies                     16.56                               5210     430540    220       101000
        05/31/19 Main St Waste Bags                          2.69                               1000     430200    230       101000
        05/31/19 PD Operating Supplies                       6.49                               1000     420100    232       101000
        05/31/19 Airport Well R&M Supplies                  91.46*                              5610     430300    230       101000
        05/31/19 WWTP Operating Supplies                     0.52*                              5310     430640    220       101000
        05/31/19 Parks Operating Supplies                   28.99*                              1000     460430    220       101000
        05/31/19 PD Operating Supplies                       8.03*                              1000     420100    230       101000
        05/31/19 Main St Flowers                            75.80                               2940     410550    350       101000
        05/31/19 Main St Flowers                             3.99                               2940     410550    350       101000
        05/31/19 Pool R&M                                   16.74*                              1000     460450    230       101000
        05/31/19 Main St Flowers                           361.33                               2940     410550    350       101000
        05/31/19 Pool R&M                                    5.98*                              1000     460450    230       101000
        05/31/19 Pool R&M                                   16.28*                              1000     460450    230       101000
        05/31/19 Pool R&M                                   -1.51*                              1000     460450    230       101000
                                        *** Claim from another period ( 5/19) ****
 15248       E    230 Verizon Wireless                       417.64
       May 19 05/18/19 Cell Phone - Mayor                   37.41                               1000     410200    340       101000
       May 19 05/18/19 Cell Phone - PD                     190.56                               1000     420100    340       101000
       May 19 05/18/19 Cell Phone - BD                     106.70                               2394     420531    340       101000
       May 19 05/18/19 Cell Phone - H2O                     32.16*                              5210     430510    340       101000
       May 19 05/18/19 Cell Phone - Sewer                   32.16*                              5310     430610    340       101000
       May 19 05/18/19 Cell Phone - Airport                 18.65                               5610     430300    340       101000

 15249       E   1596 Charter Communications                 134.97
 06/01/19-6/30/19
       June2019 06/01/19 H2O/Sewer office phone & int       67.49*                              5210     430510    340       101000
       June2019 06/01/19 H2O/Sewer office phone & int       67.48*                              5310     430610    340       101000

 15250            748 Allegra Print & Imaging                823.24
       61997 06/11/19 Stop Work Order                       56.68*                              2394     420531    320       101000
       61997 06/11/19 Building Permit                      186.65*                              2394     420531    320       101000
       61997 06/11/19 Mech Permit                          186.65*                              2394     420531    320       101000
       61997 06/11/19 Elec Permit                          186.65*                              2394     420531    320       101000
       61997 06/11/19 Pumbing Permit                       186.65*                              2394     420531    320       101000
       61997 06/11/19 Wood Decay Stamp                      19.96*                              2394     420531    320       101000
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07/01/19                                                TOWN OF STEVENSVILLE                                    Page: 2 of 5
19:13:04                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/19

   *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 15252           1031 MR ASPHALT, INC.                     9,549.00
       2474 06/22/19 Street patching - Spring St         9,549.00*                              2820     430200    360       102000
                                        *** Claim from another period ( 5/19) ****
 15254            108 BITTERROOT STAR                         60.66
       3175 05/15/19 Variance Legal Notice                  21.15*                              2250     410210    330       101000
       3176 05/22/19 Variance Legal Notice                  21.15*                              2250     410210    330       101000
       3190 05/29/19 Council Vacancy Notice                 18.36*                              1000     410211    330       101000

 15255           1621 Kevin Oberhofer                         99.40
        06/14/19 Fuel reimbursement                         99.40                               1000     420100    231       101000

 15256            247 Arcmasters Welding                      85.00
       890935 06/12/19 Sand Filter Repair                   85.00*                              1000     460450    350       101000

 15257            812 JOOST INDUSTRIAL, INC.                 221.12
       490066 05/01/19 Belts                               221.12*                              5310     430640    230       101000

 15259           1645 ChemScan, Inc.                       1,688.00
       7687 06/13/19 Pump Assembly                       1,688.00*                              5210     430540    212       101000
                                        *** Claim from another period ( 5/19) ****
 15260           1646 KLEIN CONCRETE CUTTING                 575.00
       1665 05/13/19 Flush Cut Stem Wall                   575.00                               5310     430640    350       101000

 15261           1117 Municode                               225.00
 Municode Adminstrative Support Fee 6/1/2019 to 5/31/2020
       00328552 06/03/19 Administrative Support Fee        225.00*                              1000     410550    355       101000

 15263             56 HAWKINS, INC.                          151.99
       3179647 06/11/19 Pool chemicals                     151.99                               1000     460450    220       101000

 15264           1448 Bitter Root Laundry & Cleaners          47.23
 Rug Cleaning for the Pool
       0063042 06/17/19 Pool Rug Cleaning                   47.23*                              1000     460450    350       101000

 15265            348 Snow Mountain Electric                 150.00
       3070 06/11/19 UV Building Motor Issue                75.00*                              5310     430640    360       101000
       3071 06/11/19 Pool Heater Hookup                     75.00*                              1000     460450    350       101000

 15266           1118 Montana Magistrates Association        200.00
 Montana Magistrates Association Annual Dues - FY 7/1/2019-6/30/2020
       19-20 05/29/19 MT Magistrates Association Due       200.00*                              1000     410360    330       101000
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07/01/19                                                TOWN OF STEVENSVILLE                                    Page: 3 of 5
19:13:04                                                Claim Approval List                                Report ID: AP100
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/19

   *  ... Over spent expenditure

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Claim                      Vendor #/Name/            Document $/     Disc $                                                   Cash
        Check   Invoice #/Inv Date/Description         Line $                           PO #    Fund Org Acct   Object Proj  Account
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

 15268           1647 BITTERROOT WASH & WAG                  196.00
       951465 06/01/19 Landscape Repair                    196.00                               1000     430200    350       101000

 15269           1271 Sweet Pea Sewer & Septic                70.00
       68590 06/17/19 LCP Porta Potty Service               70.00*                              1000     460430    350       101000

 15270             17 MONTANA SAWS                           112.50
       23 06/18/19 Oil / Mix                                21.25                               1000     460430    230       101000
       23 06/18/19 Oil / Mix                                21.25*                              1000     430900    230       101000
       23 06/18/19 FD Chainsaw Chains                       70.00*                              1000     420460    230       101000

 15272            351 STANFORD POLICE SUPPLY                 169.90
       94305 06/06/19 Uniform/equip                         34.95*                              1000     420100    226       101000
       94305 06/06/19 LED Light                            134.95                               1000     420100    220       101000

 15273             66 MONTANA ELECTRONICS Co., Inc.          248.07
       02743 06/06/19 Radio Repair                         128.07*                              1000     420100    230       101000
       02744 05/06/19 Siren Repair                         120.00*                              1000     420100    230       101000
                                        *** Claim from another period ( 5/19) ****
 15274       E   1596 Charter Communications                 164.95
 05/09/19 - 06/08/19
       May 19 05/09/19 FD phone/internet                    13.50                               1000     420410    340       101000
       May 19 05/09/19 H2O dept phone/internet              44.98*                              5210     430510    340       101000
       May 19 05/09/19 Sewer dept phone/internet            44.98*                              5310     430610    340       101000
       May 19 05/09/19 Court phone/internet                 13.50                               1000     410360    340       101000
       May 19 05/09/19 BD phone/internet                    13.50                               2394     420531    340       101000
       May 19 05/09/19 PD phone/internet                    34.49                               1000     420100    340       101000

                           # of Claims    22      Total:   16,055.37

                               Total Electronic Claims      1,383.26     Total Non-Electronic Claims      14672.11
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07/01/19                                                TOWN OF STEVENSVILLE                                    Page: 4 of 5
19:13:05                                              Fund Summary for Claims                              Report ID: AP110
                                                  For the Accounting Period:  6/19

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
              Fund/Account                                 Amount
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
 1000 GENERAL
   101000 Cash - Operating                                   $2,071.60
 2250 PLANNING
   101000 Cash - Operating                                      $42.30
 2394 BUILDING CODE ENFORCEMENT
   101000 Cash - Operating                                     $943.44
 2820 GAS APPORTIONMENT TAX
   102000 Cash - Restricted                                  $9,549.00
 2940 Economic Development
   101000 Cash - Operating                                     $441.12
 5210 WATER
   101000 Cash - Operating                                   $1,849.19
 5310 SEWER
   101000 Cash - Operating                                   $1,048.61
 5610 AIRPORT
   101000 Cash - Operating                                     $110.11

                                               Total:       $16,055.37
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07/01/19                                                TOWN OF STEVENSVILLE                                    Page: 5 of 5
19:13:05                                           Claim Approval Signature Page                           Report ID: AP100A
                                                 For the Accounting Period:  6/19

ORDERED that the Town Treasurer draw a check/warrant on the Town of Stevensville.

___________________     ______________________
Council                 Council

___________________     ______________________
Council                 Council

______________________
Mayor

Date Approved_______________________

- Page 7 -



Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 03, 2019 Agenda 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 03, 2019 Agenda 

 
 

Item Attachment Documents: 

 
a. Settlement Offer from Datsopoulos, MacDonald & Lind, P.C. RE: Tribbensee Employment 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 03, 2019 Agenda 

 
 

Item Attachment Documents: 

 
a. Discussion/Decision: Mayor’s Veto of Council’s appointment of James V. Crews to Ward 2 

Council Vacancy 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To Be Submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday before the Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item:  

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 7/3/2019 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/Decision: Mayor’s Veto of Council’s 
appointment of James V. Crews to Ward 2 Council 
Vacancy 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 7/3/2019 

Notes:  
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  1 

 
June 24, 2019 

 
 
Mayor Brandon Dewey     Council President Bob Michalson 
 

Town Hall 
PO Box 30 

Stevensville, MT 59870 
 
VIA: Email to: mayor@townofstevensville.com 
   bob@townofstevensville.com 
 
 
RE:  Mayor’s 6/21/19 Veto re: Jim Crew’s Appointment 
 
This memo is in response to Council President’s request for review of Mayor Dewey’s 
June 21, 2019 Veto memorandum.  
 

Background 
 
The Town Council voted to appoint Jim Crews to the Ward 2 Council vacancy on June 
13, 2019. While the process deviated from the customary approach, I found that 
sufficient notice was given that an appointment was being considered.1 On June 21, 
2019, the Mayor issued a veto notice based on Stevensville Municipal Code (SMC) §2-
24(6). The Council President asks whether the veto is binding on the Council’s 
appointment. 
 

Short Answer 
 
No. The Mayor’s concerns regarding notice notwithstanding, veto powers are 
traditionally considered as extending to legislative acts. The act of appointing a 
replacement to a vacate council seat is administrative or quasi-judicial in nature and not 
subject to executive veto.  
 
 

Legal Support 
 

                                                
1 See Town Attorney Memo, “Appointment of Ward 2 Vacancy” June 19, 2019.  
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2 

Ordinances are municipal laws which generally impose sanctions for violations, while 
resolutions are statements of town policy.2 Both require the approval of the Mayor for 
passage.3 Stevensville’s local ordinances grant the Mayor the power to “…veto any 
objectionable part of a resolution or ordinance, and approve the other parts…”4 Any 
veto issued must be returned to the Council before the next regular meeting with 
objections in writing.5 Local ordinance grants to the Council the authority to appoint a 
replacement to a vacancy on the Council.6 
 
 

Discussion 
 
There is a distinction in Montana law between legislative acts, administrative acts, or 
quasi-judicial acts.7 The action taken by the Council to appoint a replacement for the 
Ward 2 member was not a legislative act and was an administrative act. While I have 
not located an exact Montana case on the matter, it is roughly equivalent to an early 
20th-century decision by the Montana Supreme Court in State ex rel. Wilson v. Willis 
concerning appointment to the Butte City Council. The Mayor of Butte contested the 
appointment stating an election had not occurred based on number of members voting 
and the clerk refused to file the oath of the newly appointed councilmember. While the 
decision focused on the legally sufficient number of votes to appoint a replacement, the 
Court touched on the interplay between the Council and the mayor’s office for 
appointment: 
 

Neither did the right of [the Councilmember] to participate in the meeting 
of May 5 depend upon recognition by the mayor or the decision of the 
district court. It depended upon whether he had been in fact chosen by 
the council and whether he had taken and subscribed the constitutional 
oath; both conditions having been met, there was no legal obstacle to 
the exercise by him, on May 5, of all rights and privileges of the office.8 

 
I find this similar to the Wilson matter, the Council’s approval and the oath of office is 
the requisite to taking a vacant position, where nothing in law requires the Mayor’s 
approval of the Council’s vote to appoint a replacement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
2 SMC §§2-81 & 2-83. Note that simply titling an action “ordinance” or “resolution” does not definitively make them 
one or the other if the action taken differs. See Town of Whitehall below at ¶¶27-28.  
3 Id. 
4 SMC §2-24(7) 
5 SMC §2-24(6), see also MCA§§7-5-106 & 7-5-122 (2017).  
6 SMC §2-118(a) 
7 Town of Whitehall v. Preece, 199 MT 53, ¶21 where the Court found initiative and referendum challenges  
8 State ex rel. Wilson v. Willis, 47 Mont. 548, 553 (1913).   
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3 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian J. West 

                                Town Attorney 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 03, 2019 Agenda 

 
 

Item Attachment Documents: 

 
b. Discussion/Decision:Consent to Mayor’s appointment of Scott B. Owens as City Attorney 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To Be Submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday before the Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item:  

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 7/3/2019 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/Decision: Consent of Mayor’s appointment of 
Scott B. Owens as City Attorney 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 7/3/2019 

Notes:  
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 03, 2019 Agenda 

 
 

Item Attachment Documents: 

 
c. Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s Appointment of Robert Underwood as Finance 

Officer and approving compensation of $21.00 per hour 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To Be Submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday before the Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item:  

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 7/1/2019 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s 
Appointment of Robert Underwood as Finance Officer 
and approving compensation of $21.00 per hour 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 7/1/2019 

Notes:  
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