
 

Stevensville Special Town Council Meeting 
Agenda for 

TUESDAY, APRIL 06, 2021 
7:00 PM 

NVPL 208 Main Street 
 
 

The Town of Stevensville live streams Town Council and board meetings on our 
website at 

http://www.townofstevensville.com/meetings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

3. Public Comments (Public comment from citizens on items that are not on the agenda) 

 

4.        Unfinished Business 

 

5.        New Business 

 
a. Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s Appointment of Macario “Mac” Sosa to the 

position of Chief of Police 

 

b.  Discussion/Decision: Project plans for the Jean Thomas Parks Beautification Fund 
 

6.       Town Council Comments 

7.       Adjournment 
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Stevensville Special Town Council Meeting 
April 06, 2021 Agenda 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to Stevensville Town Council Chambers 
We consider it a privilege to present, and listen to, diverse views. 

 
It is essential that we treat each other with respect. 

We expect that participants will: 
 

 Engage in active listening 
 Make concise statements 
 Observe any applicable time limit 

 
We further expect that participants will refrain from disrespectful displays: 

 Profanity 
 Personal Attacks 
 Signs 
 Heckling and applause 

 
Guidelines for Public Comment 

Public Comment ensures an opportunity for citizens to meaningfully participate in the decisions of its 
elected officials. It is one of several ways your voice is heard by your local government. During public 
comment we ask that all participants respect the right of others to make their comment uninterrupted. 
The council’s goal is to receive as much comment as time reasonably allows. All public comment 
should be directed to the chair (Mayor or designee). Comment made to the audience or individual 
council members may be ruled out of order. Public comment must remain on topic, and free from 
abusive language or unsupported allegations. 

During any council meeting you have two opportunities to comment: 

1. During the public comment period near the beginning of a meeting. 

2. Before any decision-making vote of the council on an agenda item. 

Comment made outside of these times may not be allowed. 

Citizens wishing to speak during any public comment period should come forward to the podium and 
state their name and address for the record. Comment may be time limited, as determined by the 
chair, to allow as many people as possible to comment. Comment prior to a decision-making vote 
must remain on the motion before the council. 

 

Thank you for observing these guidelines. 
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File Attachments for Item:

a. Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s appointment of Macario “Mac” Sosa to the 

position of Chief of Police
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To be submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday immediately  

preceding the Thursday agenda publishing deadline (8-days ahead of the meeting). 
 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item:  

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 04/06/2021 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s 
Appointment of Macario “Mac” Sosa to the position of 
Chief of Police 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 04/06/2021 

Notes:  
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     07-16-2018 

 

 

 
 

TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Communication  

Special Meeting 
April 6, 2021 

 

Agenda Item: Discussion/Decision: Consent to the Mayor’s appointment of Macario “Mac” Sosa 

to the position of Chief of Police 
 

Other Council Meetings 
 

Exhibits 
A. Cover Letter 
B. Resume 
C. Supplemental Questions 
D. Application Information 

 
This agenda item provides Council with the ability to consent to the Mayor’s appointment of a 
new chief of police.  
 
Background:   
 
In November of 2020, a vacancy was created by the resignation of Police Chief James Marble 
who took a position with the State of Montana. At that time, a recruitment and hiring process 
was initiated to appoint a new chief of police. To date, the steps in the process have included: 

1. Local, regional, and national advertising of the position 
2. Preliminary review of initial application materials 
3. Submittal of personal history statements and comprehensive application 
4. First round interviews w/ Mayor and HR 
5. Citizen panel presentations 
6. Staff Q&A Forums 
7. Public Open House 
8. Town Council Introductions 
9. Mayor’s Final Review & Selection 

 
The Stevensville Police Commission is meeting on April 6th to certify Mr. Sosa.  
 
Mr. Sosa retired from the City of Houston Police Department with over 20 years of service in 
2010 and has since worked in leadership roles for the University of Texas Police Department 
and the Harris County Constables Office. Sosa holds an extensive background in investigations 
from his experience in Houston's homicide unit and as an investigator supervisor. Sosa has 
family ties to the Bitterroot, where his daughter lives with her husband and children.  
 
Mr. Sosa accepted a conditional offer of employment from the Town of Stevensville with a 
starting annual salary of $67,330 for the exempt position. The offer was conditional upon 
satisfactory results from a phycological evaluation and comprehensive background check. Both 
reports have been completed and confirm Mr. Sosa’s candidacy for the position. 
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Board/Commission Recommendation: Applicable - Not Applicable 
(The Police Commission will meet the same day as the Town Council for their certification of 
the candidate.) 
 
Alternative(s): Do not consent to the Mayor’s appointment. 
 

MOTION 

 
I move to: to consent to the Mayor’s appointment of Macario “Mac” Sosa as Chief of Police 
for the Town of Stevensville.  
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File Attachments for Item:

b. Discussion/Decision: Project plans for the Jean Thomas Parks Beautification Fund
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To be submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday immediately  

preceding the Thursday agenda publishing deadline (8-days ahead of the meeting). 
 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey, Mayor 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Bobby Sonsteng, Parks & Rec Director 

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 04/06/2021 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/Decision: Project plans for the Jean Thomas 
Parks Beautification Fund 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 04/06/2021 

Notes:  
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TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda Communication  

Special Meeting 
April 6, 2021 

 

Agenda Item: Discussion/Decision: Project plans for the Jean Thomas Parks Beautification Fund 
 

Other Council Meetings 
 

Exhibits  

 
This agenda item provides Council with the ability to provide input and approve use of the Jean 
Thomas Parks Beautification Fund for proposed park renovation projects. 
 
Background:   
 
The Jean Thomas Parks Beautification Fund was established by the Town Council in 2017 by 
Resolution 400 for the benefit and beautification of the Town of Stevensville Parks. The fund 
was established after the late Jean Thomas named the Town of Stevensville as the beneficiary 
of her estate. The fund was established with $75,000 dollars.  
 
Upon the establishment of the fund, the Park Board began the process of identifying needs in 
Stevensville’s parks. Parks & Recreation Director Bobby Sonsteng has reviewed the work of 
the Park Board as well as public comment from meetings of the Park Board and is bringing 
forth a proposal to appropriate $25,000 towards renovations in Father Ravalli Park. The 
renovations would include the following: 

 The existing swing set would be repainted, and new swings would be installed on the 

structure 

 The western fence adjacent to the basketball court would be replaced with a solid 

wooden fence that would be utilized as a climbing wall for small children as pictured 

below.  
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 The wooden fence on the north boundary of the park would be updated or replaced 

through a partnership with the adjacent landowner.  

 The existing play structure at Father Ravalli Park is beyond the limits of it’s useful life. 

Parts of the structure have failed, and it no longer meets many playground safety 

standards. The structure was moved to Father Ravalli Park from Lewis & Clark Park 

when Bear Mountain Playground was built. New playground structures are 

economically priced right now. Below are examples of potential structures with 

associated pricing. Structures will serve ages 2-12.  

 

 
$11,772       $12,747 

 

 
$14,044 

 

The above structures are examples from a specific vendor. If the proposal is approved, 

further research would be done and consultation with the Park Board to determine the 

best structure for the site.  

 

Finally, new maintenance free picnic tables and new garbage receptacles would be 

purchased and installed at Father Ravalli Park. Surfaces under play equipment would 

be addressed as part of the renovation, too.  
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In addition to the above renovation budget for Father Ravalli Park, the administration is 
recommending a contribution of $25,000 to the Stevensville Civic Club splash pad project at 
Lewis & Clark Park.  
 
The recommended contribution has not been solicited by the Civic Club; however, the Town 
Council had requested that the splash pad use recirculating water rather than constant fresh 
water. The contribution could help the club with this expense. The recirculating system will 
create an operational cost savings 4-years after installation. The Town will be responsible for 
operational and maintenance costs of the feature once installation is complete. 
 
In total, this proposal seeks the approval to use $50,000 of the funding available in the Jean 
Thomas Parks Beautification Fund. The remaining $25,000 in the fund will be used at a later 
date for future needs at other parks within the Town’s recreation system.   
 
 
Board/Commission Recommendation: Applicable - Not Applicable 
Upon approval from the Town Council, the Park Board will be consulted in further detail on 
renovations for Father Ravalli Park. 
 
Alternative(s): Do not approve the appropriation. 
 

MOTION 

 
I move to: to approve the proposed project plans utilizing the Jean Thomas Parks 
Beautification Funds.   
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