
 

Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
Agenda for 

THURSDAY, JULY 25, 2019 
7:00 PM 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

4. Approval of Bi-Weekly Claims 

5. Administrative Reports 

6. Guests 

7. Correspondence 
a. Resignation Letter of Bob Michalson 
b. Resignation Letter of Jim Crews 

8. Public Comments 

9. Unfinished Business 

10. New Business 
a. Discussion/decision: Contract for legal services with Scott B. Owens, City Attorney 
b. Discussion/decision: Ward 2 Town Council Vacancies 
c. Discussion/decision: Special Event and Alcohol Use Permit for Creamery Picnic 

11. Executive Report 

12. Town Council Comments 

13. Board Report 

14. Adjournment 
 
 

Guidelines for Public Comment 

Public Comment ensures an opportunity for citizens to meaningfully participate in the decisions of its 
elected officials. It is one of several ways your voice is heard by your local government. During public 
comment we ask that all participants respect the right of others to make their comment uninterrupted. 
The council’s goal is to receive as much comment as time reasonably allows. All public comment 
should be directed to the chair (Mayor or designee). Comment made to the audience or individual 
council members may be ruled out of order. Public comment must remain on topic, and free from 
abusive language or unsupported allegations. 

During any council meeting you have two opportunities to comment: 

1. During the public comment period near the beginning of a meeting. 

2. Before any decision-making vote of the council on an agenda item. 

Comment made outside of these times may not be allowed. 

Citizens wishing to speak during the official public comment period should come forward to the 
podium and state their name and address for the record. Comment during this time maybe time 
limited, as determined by the chair, to allow as many people as possible to comment.   Citizens 
wishing to comment on a motion for decision before any vote can come forward or stand in place as 
they wish.  Comment must remain on the motion before the council. 
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Item Attachment Documents: 

 
a. Resignation Letter of Bob Michalson 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
July 25, 2019 Agenda 

 
 

Item Attachment Documents: 

 
a. Discussion/decision: Contract for legal services with Scott B. Owens, City Attorney 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To Be Submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday before the Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item:  

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 7/25/2019 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/decision: Contract for legal services with Scott 
B. Owens, City Attorney 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 7/25/2019 

Notes:  
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TOWN OF STEVENSVILLE 

ATTORNEY CONTRACT 
 

THIS CONTRACT, effective this 13th day of July, 2019, by and between the Town of 

Stevensville, a Municipal Corporation, 206 Buck Street, Stevensville, Montana 59870 

hereinafter referred to as "Town", and Scott B. Owens, Attorney at Law, 54 N. Last 

Chance Gulch, Suite 7, Helena, MT 59601, hereinafter referred to as "Contractor"; 

WITNESSETH: 
 

WHEREAS, the Town requires legal counsel to review, counsel, advise, defend, 

and represent the Town on civil matters including, but not limited to litigation, zoning, 

planning, development, construction, municipal assessments, special improvement 

districts, annexation, disability claims, liability claims, election law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town requires legal counsel to prosecute criminal matters before 

the Municipal Court of Stevensville, the District Court of Ravalli County, and the 

Montana Supreme Court; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town desires a Contractor to represent it relative to these needs 

for a period of 2 (two) years; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Council is authorized specifically by statute to retain an 

attorney on terms mutually agreeable to the Town and the Contractor; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions 

contained herein, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 

1. Representation: The Contractor shall represent the Town and the Town Council 

relative to civil matters in all courts of Montana, the United States and all administrative 

hearings and agencies. The Contractor is not expected to represent the Town in defending 

liability and Worker's Compensation matters expected to be covered by existing 

insurance wherein the insurance contract provides its own defense counsel.  
 

2. Consultation: The Contractor shall participate in meetings, research, 

conferences, opinions, and general consultation with the Town. 
 

3. Meetings: At the Mayor’s request, the Contractor shall attend Town Council 

meetings, special meetings other Town Boards and Commissions. 
 

4. Opinions: The Contractor shall render opinions to the Town Mayor and Town 

Council upon the specific request of those parties. 
 

5. Municipal Court: The Contractor will be responsible for representation of the 

Town before the Municipal Court of Stevensville or any appeals therefrom. 
 

6. Conflicts: The Contractor shall not represent any individual in any adverse 

hearing or in any court appearance in which the Town is an adverse party. 
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7. Notice of Claim: The Contractor shall immediately notify the Town Mayor and 

subsequently the Town of Stevensville of any claim, demand, complaint, or cause of 

action filed, delivered, or served on the Contractor, and the Mayor of the Town of 

Stevensville shall immediately notify the Contractor to the same effect relative to 

anything filed, delivered, or served on the Mayor of the Town of Stevensville. 
 

8. Compensation to Contractor: It is understood the Contractor shall be paid as 

follows: 
 

a. Attorney Compensation: The Town shall pay as compensation to Contractor the 

rate of $80.00 per hour for attorney services. 
 

b. Routine Expenses: The parties acknowledge that the Contractor will incur out-

of-pocket expenses which are specifically and directly attributable to Town matters, such 

as insurance, legal resources, copies, postage, and long-distance telephone calls, etc., 

which are reimbursed by a $250 Service Fee each month. Additionally, the parties agree 

that travel mileage between Stevensville and Wye, will be reimbursed to Contractor, 

monthly at the approved federal (IRS) mileage ratings.  
 

 c. Training Expenses: The Town shall pay expenses related to out-of-pocket 

expenses incurred in connection with annual training seminars through MMIA and the 

Montana League of Cities and Towns. The contractor shall receive prior approval from 

the Town in advance of such training. 
 

 d. Extraordinary Expenses: The parties acknowledge that the Contractor may also 

incur extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses such as litigation. The Contractor shall be 

entitled to reimbursement from the Town for out-of-pocket expenses incurred in 

connection with such matters with prior approval by the Town. 
 

9. Independent Contractor: It is understood that the Contractor is an independent 

contractor and not an employee of the Town. 
 

10. Substitute: The Contractor shall be responsible for having available at no 

additional cost to the Town, a substitute Contractor to perform his duties in his absence. 

This expressly includes coverage during any protracted service obligation with the 

Montana National Guard.   
 

11. Non-Discrimination in Employment and Client Services: During the 

performance of the contract, the Contractor agrees that no person shall, on grounds of 

race, creed, color, national origin, sex, marital status, age, religion or on the presence of 

any sensory, mental or physical handicap, be excluded from full employment rights with 

the Contractor. Neither shall the Contractor discriminate against any employee or 

applicant for employment for the above reasons; provided, however, that prohibition 

against discrimination in employment because of handicap shall not apply if the 

particular disability prevents the proper performance of the particular work involved. 
 

12. Non-Discrimination in Provided Services: The Contractor shall not, on the 

grounds of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, creed, marital status, age, or the 

presence of any sensory, mental or physical handicap: 
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a. Deny any individual services or benefits provided under the contract; 
 

b. Subject any individual to segregation or separate treatment in any manner 

related to his or her receipt of any services or other benefits provided under the contract; 
 

c. Deny any individual an opportunity to participate in any program or services 

provided by the contract. 
 

13. Term of Contract: The term of this contract shall be for 2 (two) years, from 

July 13th, 2019 through July 12th, 2021. Upon the expiration of the initial term of this 

contract and thereafter, this contract shall be automatically extended for additional 

consecutive two (2) year terms, unless either party notifies the other party, in writing at 

least four (4) months before the expiration of the current term, that that party desires to 

renegotiate or terminate this contract. If such notice is given as provided above, then this 

contract shall terminate on the final July 12th of the then current two-year term. 
 

14. Suspension or Termination: If either party fails or neglects to fully comply 

with the provisions of the Contract, the other party may suspend or terminate the Contract 

pending corrective acts or investigation. Upon written notice thereof, the opposing party 

shall respond within 10 days. If after the 10 days the responding party has failed to 

answer or comply, the other party may suspend or terminate the contract upon 30 days 

written notice. Upon and until the time of termination, the Contractor shall proceed 

quickly and in a reasonable and efficient manner to complete all assignments given to it. 

The Contractor shall, in a professional manner, transfer all work in progress to the Town 

or to any contractor designated in writing by the Town upon termination. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunder set their hands and seals 

the day and year first above written. 
 

Scott B. Owens     Brandon Dewey – Mayor   

Attorney at Law     Town of Stevensville - Mayor 

54 N. Last Chance Gulch, Suite 9    206 Buck Street  

Helena, MT 59601     Stevensville, MT 59870 

 

 

By: __________________________   By: ______________________ 

       Scott B. Owens                   Mayor 

        

       Attest: 

        

        

       By: _________________________ 

                City Clerk 
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Item Attachment Documents: 

 
b. Discussion/decision: Ward 2 Town Council Vacancies 
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Stevensville Town Council Meeting 
 

Agenda Item Request 

 
To Be Submitted BEFORE Noon on the Wednesday before the Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item Type: New Business 

Person Submitting the Agenda Item: Brandon E. Dewey 

Second Person Submitting the Agenda Item:  

Submitter Title: Mayor 

Submitter Phone:  

Submitter Email:  

Requested Council Meeting Date for Item: 7/25/2019 

Agenda Topic: Discussion/decision: Ward 2 Town Council Vacancies 

Backup Documents Attached? Yes 

If no, why not?  

Approved/Disapproved? Approved 

If Approved, Meeting Date for Consideration: 7/25/2019 

Notes:  
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