
 

Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aid(s) may request assistance by contacting the City Clerk at 
1301 81st Avenue NE, Spring Lake Park, MN  55432. Ph.763-784-6491 at least 48 hours in advance. 

 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION AGENDA 
MONDAY, MAY 06, 2024 

ABLE PARK BUILDING, 8200 ABLE STREET NE at 5:30 PM 
 

1.     CALL TO ORDER 
2.     DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A. Discuss Assessor Proposals (Buchholtz) 
B. Adopting Streets in Spring Lake Park (Moran) 
C. 83rd Avenue Boulevard Restoration (Buchholtz) 

3.     REPORT 
A. City Council/Staff Reports 

4.     ADJOURN 



 
Memorandum 
To:  Mayor Nelson and Members of the City Council 

From: Daniel R. Buchholtz, MMC, Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer 

Date: April 26, 2024 

Subject: Assessor RFP 
 
The City received three responses to the City’s request for proposals for assessing services.  The 
City received proposals from: 1) City of Fridley; 2) Anoka County; and 3) Eric Skogquist/Mary 
Wells. 
 
The proposals are included in the packet, as well as a summary sheet of the proposals. 
 
The proposed fees are as follows: 
 

Erik Skogquist/Mary Wells  $39,134.60 
Anoka County    $39,428.00 
City of Fridley    $55,000.00 

 
 * The City’s current contract with Ken Tolzmann is $36,340.00 
 
The Council could do one of the following: 

1) Accept the low quote from Erik Skogquist/Mary Wells 
2) Interview Erik Skogquist/Mary Wells and Anoka County 

 
Staff recommends option 2.  During the RFP process, staff learned that the Assessor’s approach to 
settling property tax appeals has an impact on the bottom line for the City.  I would appreciate 
learning more about the methodology for addressing appeals. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 763-784-6491. 



Firm Anoka County City of Fridley Erik Skogquist/Mary Wells 
Staff Alex Guggenberger, County Assessor, 15 years 

experience, holds SAMA license 
 
Diana Stellmach, Chief Deputy Assessor, 43 
years experience, holds SAMA license 
 
14 licensed assessors in the office 

Patrick Maghrak, City Assessor, 20+ years 
experience, holds SAMA license 
 
Brian Northenscold, Residential Appraiser, 20+ 
years experience 
 
Would add a second residential appraiser if 
the City selects their proposal 

Erik Skogquist – assessor since 2006, holds 
SAMA1 license 
 
Mary Wells – assessor since 2012; license 
realtor since 2007; holds SAMA license 
 
Chris Larson – assessor since 2015; holds 
AMA2 license 

Client References Jesse Preiner, Columbus Mayor 
Sean Sullivan, Ramsey Economic Development 
Manager 
Patrick Antonen, Circle Pines City 
Administrator 

N/A Mark Staz, Centerville City Administrator 
Denise Webster, Ham Lake City Administrator 
Ginger Berg, Bethel City Administrator 

Assessor Fee Schedule Modified 3 year agreement, running from 
1/1/25 – 5/15/28 
$10.40 per improved parcel of residential, 
seasonal recreational residential and 
agricultural type property 
$4.60 per unimproved parcel of residential, 
seasonal recreational residential and 
agricultural type property 
$62.00 per improved and unimproved parcel 
of commercial, industrial and public utility 
type property 
$62.00 per improved and unimproved parcel 
of apartment or mobile/manufactured home 
park type property 
$4.60 for each improved and unimproved 
parcel of exempt type property 

Option A: 
$55,000 per year 
 
Option B: 
$45,000 year 1 
$55,000 year 2 
$65,000 year 3 

3 year agreement; payable quarterly 
$10.25 per improved parcel of residential, 
seasonal recreational residential and 
agricultural type property 
$4.65 per unimproved parcel of residential, 
seasonal recreational residential and 
agricultural type property 
$62.00 per improved and unimproved parcel 
of commercial, industrial, and public utility 
type property 
$62.00 per improved and unimproved parcel 
of apartment or mobile/manufactured home 
park type property 
$4.65 per each improved and unimproved 
parcel of exempt type property. 

Insurance County will have conversation relating to 
insurance if proposal is accepted 

LMCIT insurance Liability: $1,000,000 per 
occurrence/$2,000,000 aggregate 
Medical: $5,000 any one person 

Conflicts of Interest County would assign other assessors in case a 
staff person had related family members or a 
financial interest in SLP property 

Assessing staff signs disclosures each year to 
ensure no conflicts of interest exist 

M. Wells & C. Larson have a close relative who 
lives in SLP; they would have E. Skogquist 
assess that property; M. Wells would not list 
homes in SLP per MN assessor licensing rules 

                                                           
1 SAMA stands for Senior Accredited Minnesota Assessor 
2 AMA stands for Accredited Minnesota Assessor 
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Daniel Buchholtz

From: April Moran
Sent: Monday, April 15, 2024 11:02 AM
To: Daniel Buchholtz
Subject: Future work session

Hello, 
I am reaching out because I would like to add to our NEXT work session a topic about  
“Adopting roads in SLP”, this would be much like adopting a highway but no road sings put up. We would be 
looking at a map and decided which roads should even be available for adoption and then recognizing those 
who do adopt a road in some way.  
I realize this is a very loose idea, I have provided a few link to cities that have done something like this and the 
way they utilize it.  
 https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs‐initiatives/clean‐city/adopt‐a‐street/ 
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/adopt/ 
https://cityofeagan.com/adopt‐a‐street 
https://www.burnsvillemn.gov/242/Adopt‐A‐Street 
 
Let me know what you think. 
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Adopt a Highway volunteer program
infographic (PDF)

The state Adopt a Highway volunteer program helps keep Minnesota highways and rest areas
clean and free of litter by relying on volunteer groups to pick up trash along their adopted
section. This AAH program only involves state-owned property.

Adopt a Highway also enables residents who are environmentally conscious to make a
personal contribution to a cleaner environment.

How does it work?

Community groups, churches, individuals or businesses adopt a designated section of highway
and commit to pick up litter along both sides of their highway section at least twice a year.
Groups may also adopt designated state rest areas.

Benefits of volunteering

Keeps roadsides beautiful and free of litter
Public service project for groups and families
Shows that Minnesotans care about their state
Saves taxpayers money

Volunteer options

Adopt a Highway or Rest Area: Volunteers sign agreement with MnDOT to adopt a
section of state highway or designated rest area and commit to pick up litter at least
twice a year.
Pick a Highway: Pick a Highway is a one-time litter picking activity on an assigned
segment of state highway.

MnDOT will provide bags, approved safety vests, training and bag retrieval. You contribute
approximately four hours of labor. Contact an Adopt a Highway coordinator for details.
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Adopt-a-Street or Highway
We invite you to adopt a street or highway to help keep our city clean. The City
provides free bags and gloves for cleanup and recognizes volunteers with an Adopt-
a-Street or Adopt-a-Highway sign.

Overview

The City's Adopt-a-Street program lets you help keep your neighborhood neat and tidy.

Program requirements

By signing up for this program, you agree to the following:

Adopt and maintain a six-block stretch (or more), including both sides of the street.

Serve as a volunteer in this program for at least two years.

Clean up your adopted blocks at least four times a year.

Clean up litter from public sidewalks, curbs and boulevards. Trim overgrown weeds and clear storm

grates. Report or clean up graffiti.

Properly dispose of garbage and yard waste:

Place full garbage bags inside your own garbage cart or dumpster for pickup.

Put yard waste in certified compostable bags, and place the bags next to your garbage cart for

pickup.

Report items that you cannot pick up to the City.

You can sign up online to take part in the Adopt-A-Street or Adopt-A-Highway program.

Sign up to Adopt-a-Street

(/government/programs-initiatives/clean-city/adopt-a-street/adopt-a-stret-signup/)

https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/clean-city/adopt-a-street/adopt-a-stret-signup/
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/clean-city/adopt-a-street/adopt-a-stret-signup/
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/clean-city/adopt-a-street/adopt-a-stret-signup/
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/clean-city/adopt-a-street/adopt-a-stret-signup/


ADOPT-A-STREET

Adopt-A-Street is a service program for volunteers who

are interested in cleaning up Eagan’s streets. It is an

excellent way for residents, community groups, churches

and businesses to make a personal contribution to making

the community better.

Note: Dakota County's Adopt a Street program manages Cliff

Rd., Diffley Rd., Lexington Ave., Lone Oak Rd., Pilot Knob Rd.,

and Yankee Doodle Rd. their highway department can be

reached at (952) 891-7900.

Why Get Involved?

What Do Volunteers Do? City Support

Sign-Up Safety Tips

What can we help you find?

tel:+19518917900
https://cityofeagan.com/


Why Get Involved?

Litter is unsightly. It destroys the natural aesthetics of our

City. A litter-free community is more inviting to residents,

visitors and prospective new residents and businesses.

Litter is very expensive – City staff pick up litter year round

as resources allow but we are unable to keep up with the

issue. Volunteers help saves tax dollars and instill a sense of

pride in their community.

Because of volunteer efforts, other city improvements may

be made that might not have been possible otherwise.

Our program is an opportunity for your group or

organization to receive recognition for your volunteer efforts

through the placement of “adoption” signs. You are also

invited to the City’s yearly volunteer recognition event.

What Do Volunteers Do?

Select a segment or segments of street at least one mile in

length. The City can help in this selection. The Adopt-A-

Street Road Segment Map (PDF format) highlights which

streets are available for adoption. (Note: This map is subject

to change as streets are adopted. The attached segment

map may not reflect all current adopted streets).

Pick up litter on both sides of their “adopted” street(s) at

least three times per year.

Agree to a minimum two-year commitment.

Report the clean-up dates, number of volunteers and

amount of time spent picking up litter to the City. The City

https://cityofeagan.com/images/Streets/2024AdoptARoadSegmentMap.pdf
https://cityofeagan.com/images/Streets/2024AdoptARoadSegmentMap.pdf


tracks how many volunteer hours are served throughout the

entire City every year.

Participants under 18 years of age must have adequate adult

supervision.

The City will not open bags and separate items for recycling.

Volunteers may sort and label recycling bags and the city

will recycle accordingly.

Volunteers are responsible for pick up of litter only. The City

will remove filled trash bags and large, heavy or hazardous

items from the roadside. Simply let the City know where

items are left.

How does the City support volunteers?

The City of Eagan provides high-visibility vests (which must

be returned when the clean-up event is complete), trash

bags and safety information to use for cleanup days. Groups

shall arrange pickup for these materials in advance.

The City will also pick up the trash you collect if you tell us

where you’ve left it.

Sign-Up

You can download a copy of the Adopt-A-Street Program

Packet (PDF format) for informational purposes. This packet

https://cityofeagan.com/images/Streets/AdoptARoadSegmentMap1-25-24.pdf
https://cityofeagan.com/images/Streets/AdoptARoadSegmentMap1-25-24.pdf


also contains information about the Adopt a Street signs

available to volunteer groups.

For additional information, and to officially "adopt" a street,

please call (651) 675-5300 or email

eaganstreets@cityofeagan.com.

Safety Tips

Volunteer Qualifications

Mentally alert; good common sense.

Good physical condition, including sight and hearing.

Sense of responsibility for safety of self and others.

Adult supervision for workers under age 18.

Planning Ahead

One week advance notice is desirable to schedule a cleanup

date. Arrange a pickup time for visibility vests and trash

bags. Contact our Maintenance Facility at (651) 675-5300.

Assign work teams and leaders before you reach the site.

Distribute trash bags beforehand. Estimate the amount of

time for your pickup and agree on a meeting place when

you’re done.

Many groups find that it is best to carpool to the site to

reduce the number of vehicles parked along the street.

Bring along an adequate first-aid kit. Identify the nearest

hospital and know how to get there in case of an emergency.

Have a cell phone available for calling 911.

tel:+16516755300
mailto:eaganstreets@cityofeagan.com


Do not over exert yourself. Bring along a supply of drinking

water and take breaks.

What to Wear

Heavy gloves and leather shoes or boots.

Light-colored clothing, brightly colored cap.

High-visibility vests (provided by the City).

Long sleeves for sunburn. Use sunscreen, insect or tick

repellent.

While You Are Working

Work only during daylight hours during good weather.

A volunteer should work one side of the street at a time. Do

not cross the street except at designated cross-walks.

Whenever possible, face oncoming traffic. Stay alert and be

prepared to move out of the way in an emergency. Stay with

your team.

Do not wear headsets which could prevent you from hearing

traffic or other hazards.

Do not crush collected trash to make more room in the bag.

Broken or jagged objects could cause accidental injuries.

Do not play around or do anything to purposely distract

drivers.

What to Avoid

Stay away from construction sites, mowing activities, open

water, and retaining walls that could be dangerous for

pedestrians.

Avoid poison ivy or other noxious weeds. Stay away from

recently applied herbicides.

Never try to pick up heavy, large or hazardous materials. Do

not risk handling needles, weapons, dead animals or

potentially infectious waste. Do not put needles into the



trash bag as they can easily puncture the bag and cause

serious injury. Notify the City for disposal.

Never open any containers. Dangerous chemicals can be

harmful if inhaled or contacted in any way.

Pay Water Bill Licenses & Permits Recreation Registration

Apply for Jobs

CITY HALL

Eagan Municipal Center

3830 Pilot Knob Rd.

Eagan, MN 55122  

Directions

(651) 675-5000

City Hall Hours

Monday-Friday

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Subscribe for Email Updates

CITY JOBS

All City Jobs

Police Jobs

Get Job Alerts

https://cityofeagan.com/pay-water-bill
https://cityofeagan.com/business-licenses
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https://cityofeagan.com/jobs
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3830+Pilot+Knob+Rd,+Eagan,+MN+55122/@44.8182669,-93.1681536,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87f62defa5a55b35:0xcfad8c415fbf5009!8m2!3d44.8182669!4d-93.1659649?hl=en
tel:651-675-5000
https://cityofeagan.com/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/CityofEagan
https://www.instagram.com/cityofeagan/
https://nextdoor.com/agency/city-of-eagan/?i=hvmdzyvcyygtkneekbfu
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cityofeagan/
https://cityofeagan.com/jobs
https://cityofeagan.com/police-department-jobs
https://cityofeagan.com/subscribe
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ADOPT-A-STREET

Help Burnsville keep city streetscapes Clean and Green by participating in
the Adopt-A-Street program!

What is Adopt-A-Street?
Burnsville’s Adopt-A-Street program is a public service program for
volunteers to pick up litter along Burnsville’s streets. It is a way for
environmentally-conscious citizens to make a personal contribution to a
cleaner environment.

What Do I Need To Know?
The Department of Public Works will help your group select a street.
Streets that are residential in nature and those which are routinely
cleaned by adjoining property owners are not be eligible

Your group representative must sign an agreement on behalf of your entire group. All participants must
review the safety information provided by the department of Public Works before every pick up

Participants must be at least 12-years-old, unless specifically permitted

Participants 18-years-old or younger must have adequate adult supervision

Groups shall arrange pickup dates in advance with the Department of Public Works. Work may not be
allowed on or near holidays

Groups shall leave filled trash bags along the roadside as specified by the Department of Public Works.
Groups are encouraged to recycle materials for their own benefit

How Do I Sign Up?
Call the Burnsville Engineering Department at 952-895-4463

Download the Adopt-A-Street Contract (PDF)

Download the Adopt-A-Street Terms and Conditions (PDF)

https://www.burnsvillemn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2352
https://www.burnsvillemn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2351


How Does Adopt-A-Street Work?
Community groups, churches or businesses adopt a street by picking up litter on both sides of the
roadway

Adopt-a-Street groups agree to:
Adopt a street for a minimum of two years

Select a segment of street at least one mile in length, where possible

Pick up litter at least three times a year

The Burnsville Department of Public Works will:
Provide high visibility vests, trash bags and safety information

Remove filled bags from the roadsides; remove large, heavy or hazardous items

Erect a 24-inch by 30-inch sign to recognize your group’s cleanup efforts

What is the Benefit? 
Litter is unsightly. It destroys the natural beauty of our streets and roadways

Litter pickup is very expensive; your help will save tax dollars and allow maintenance crews to devote
time and effort to other maintenance projects

Scenic and litter-free streets "Welcome" visitors and make us proud to live in Burnsville

Your organization gets public recognition for their service

  City of Burnsville Minnesota 100 Civic Center Parkway Burnsville, MN 55337

Government Websites by CivicPlus®

https://www.civicplus.com/


 
Memorandum 
To:  Mayor Nelson and Members of the City Council 

From: Daniel R. Buchholtz, MMC, Administrator, Clerk/Treasurer 

Date: April 8, 2024 

Subject: 83rd Avenue Boulevard Restoration 
 
Staff is seeking direction from the City Council on the restoration of the 83rd Avenue boulevard 
along 8299 University Avenue NE. 
 
Between 2011 and 2014, the owner of this property paved the boulevard without the City’s 
permission.  The owner did this to eliminate the need f to mow the boulevard. 
 
2011 Aerial Photo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2014 Aerial Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 83rd Avenue street project provides the City with an opportunity to restore the boulevard back 
to its original 2011 condition.  Staff is proposing saw cutting the asphalt at the right of way line, 
removing material to create a small infiltration swale, and seeding the boulevard with low-
maintenance grasses. 
 
The following photo would show what such a  



 
 
The City could further beautify the boulevard by planting trees within the right of way.  This 
would complement the landscaping that was installed at the new car wash facility. 
 
Staff is seeking direction from the City Council on this idea.  Staff recommends using funds from 
the Revolving Construction fund for the boulevard restoration. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 763-784-6491. 
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