CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

Monday, November 21, 2022 at 5:00 PM
94 N. Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370
(209) 532-4541

AGENDA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sonora City Council will have their regular meeting on Monday,
November 21, 2022 at 5:00 PM in the City of Sonora Council Chambers located at 94 N. Washington
Street Sonora, CA 95370.

NOTICE: THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION
52953(E) AND THE CITY OF SONORA CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 05-16-2022-A.

THIS MEETING IS PHYSICALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC OR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING VIA VIDEO CONFERENCING AT:

Zoom Meeting Link:

https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/87460555933?pwd=UFBFZOEyR3pjc XNXZWtXVIZLQTJoQT09
Dial: (669) 900-6833

Meeting ID: 874 6055 5933

Passcode: 7dY809

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WILL BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC
COMMENT.

THIS MEETING WILL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND WILL BE AVAILABLE VIA ZOOM. IT WILL
ALSO BE LIVE STREAMED ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE AT www.sonoraca.com.

Written comments can be submitted to be included as part of the administrative record, they will not be
read during the meeting. All comments must be received by 3:00 pm on the day of the noticed meeting
and can be submitted to the Deputy City Clerk at 94 N. Washington Street Sonora, CA 95370 or via
email to tskelly@sonoraca.org.

CLOSED SESSION - 4:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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ADJOURN INTO CLOSED SESSION

1. Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation (Government Code section 54956.9 (d)(1));
Name of Case: Jaycee Alameda v. City of Sonora, et al., Tuolumne Superior Court Case No. CV
63114; Doug White, City Attorney.

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION [City Council Chambers]

OPEN SESSION - 5:00 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

CITY CLERK’S REPORT ON AGENDA POSTING

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

PRESENTATIONS

2. Introduction and Swearing-in of Part-Time Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist Lisa Corpus; Turu
VanderWiel, Police Chief.

3. Introduction and Swearing-in of Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist Danielle Frymire; Turu
VanderWiel, Police Chief.

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS)

The public may address the Council on any item of public interest not otherwise on the agenda that is
within the jurisdiction of the City. No action may be taken. Matters to be addressed may be referred to
City Staff or placed on a subsequent meeting Agenda. Speakers are limited to a three (3) minute
presentation. If participating via Zoom, please raise your hand using the Raise Your Hand feature or dial
*9 (*6 to unmute).

CONSENT CALENDAR

Iltems on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be voted on in one motion unless a
Council member or member of the public has a question or wishes to discuss an item. In that case, the
item will be removed from the Consent Calendar and considered separately.

4. Waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 887, amending Chapter 15.28, Signs, of Title
15, Buildings and Construction, of the Sonora Municipal Code by repealing it in its entirety and
replacing it with a new Chapter 15.28, Signs; Rachelle Kellogg, Community Development Director.

5. Consider approval of disbursements in the amount of $164,548.06 for payroll, inclusive of
employee salaries, employer and employee taxes and retirement contributions, miscellaneous
voluntary employee deductions, holiday pay and other adjustments, including retro-pay; Tracy
Skelly, Administrative Services Officer.

6. Consider adoption of Resolution 11-21-2022-A authorizing remote teleconferencing meetings of

the City Council and its committees and commissions for 30 days pursuant to Government
Code Section 52953(e) Brown Act provisions; Melissa Eads, City Administrator.

MONTHLY REPORTS
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7. Receive the Sonora Community Development Department Monthly Report for October 2022;
Rachelle Kellogg, Community Development Director.

8. Receive the Sonora Public Works Department Monthly Report for October 2022; Rachelle Kellogg,
Community Development Director, Mike Lagomarsino, Public Works Supervisor.

9. Receive the Sonora Police Department Monthly Report for October 2022; Turu VanderWiel, Police

Chief.
10. Receive the Sonora Fire Department Monthly Report for October 2022; Aimee New, Fire Chief.

11. Receive the Sonora Administrative Services Department Report for September 2022; Chris
Gorsky, Administrative Services Director.

COUNCIL MEMBER/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

ADJOURNMENT

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City
Administrator at City Hall (209) 532-4541, meads@sonoraca.com. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title I1).

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection
in the City Administrator’s Office at 94 N. Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370 during normal business hours (8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday
through Friday, excluding holidays). The agenda and supporting public documents are also available on our City website www.sonoraca.com
listed under the agenda/minutes link on the Government page.
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Item 2.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Turu VanderWiel, Chief of Police

SUBJECT: Introduction of Part-Time Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist
RECOMMENDATION

Introduction and Swearing-in of Part-Time Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist Lisa Corpus.
DISCUSSION

Lisa Corpus tested for this position on July 19, 2022, and has completed all pre-employment screening
required. She was hired on October 16, 2022, and has since been receiving training through our
Communications Training Program.

Lisa grew up in a military family and moved around a lot in her youth. She has lived in Sonora for the
past four years and graduated from Sonora High School in 2020. She states she has always had an
interest in policing and began her pursuit of the career field by joining the Sonora Police Explorer
program the following year. Lisa’s dedication and commitment to this position earned her the
recognition of the 2021 Ronald Billings Il Explorer of the Year award. Lisa is eager to be a successful
Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist; however, she has a long-term goal of working patrol as a sworn
peace officer for Sonora.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact on the General Fund as this position was previously funded.




Item 3.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Turu VanderWiel, Chief of Police

SUBJECT: Introduction of Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist
RECOMMENDATION

Introduction and Swearing-in of Police Dispatcher/Records Specialist Danielle Frymire.
DISCUSSION

Danielle Frymire tested for this position on May 18, 2022, and completed all required pre-employment
screening. She was hired on September 29, 2022, and has since been receiving training through our
Communications Training Program.

Danielle was born and raised in the central valley. In 2008 she moved to lowa for four years, where she
finished high school and obtained an EMT certification. Danielle returned to the area in 2012 and began
pursuing education in health sciences for most of her adult life while using her EMT certification in the
Modesto area for eight years, primarily on a transport unit. She recently moved to Tuolumne County
and searched for a public service career closer to home.

Danielle states she thoroughly enjoys the warmth and kindness shown to her in the short time she’s
been training with the Sonora Police Department. She is looking forward to serving and working with
this great community.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact to the General Fund as this position was previously funded.




CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

TO: City Council Members
FROM: Rachelle Kellogg, Community Development Director
SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 887, Chapter 15.28 Signs

Iltem 4.

RECOMMENDATION
Waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 887.

DISCUSSION

This is the second reading of Ordinance No. 887, an ordinance which amends the Sonora Municipal
Code as follows:

Amending Chapter 15.28, Signs, of Title 15, Buildings and Construction, of the Sonora
Municipal Code by repealing it in its entirety and replacing it with a new Chapter 15.28, Signs,
and waive the first reading.

FISCAL IMPACT

None




Iltem 4.

ORDINANCE NO. 887

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONORA
AMENDING CHAPTER 15.28, SIGNS, OF TITLE 15, BUILDINGS AND
CONSTRUCTION, OF THE SONORA MUNICIPAL CODE BY REPEALING IT INITS
ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW CHAPTER 15.28, SIGNS

WHEREAS, the purpose of Chapter 15.28, Signs, is to establish procedures for regulating signs
including type, size, location, and construction standards; and

WHEREAS, signs should serve primarily to identify the general nature of an establishment or to
direct attention to a project, activity, place, person, organization or enterprise; and

WHEREAS, the existing sign regulations are outdated, over burdensome to City businesses, and
difficult to implement; and

WHEREAS, the proposed new Chapter 15.28 clearly outlines the standards for signs, making it
easier for both businesses and City staff to interpret and expediting the permit processing time.

WHEREAS, the proposed new Chapter 15.28 provides standards to safeguard life, health, property,
and public welfare in keeping with the character of the City and its historic area.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF SONORA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Chapter 15.28, Signs, of Title 15, Buildings and Construction, of the Sonora
Municipal Code shall be repealed in its entirety (striked through text below) and replaced with a new Chapter 15.28,
Signs, which shall read as shown below:

Chapter 15.28
-Sighs
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.010_Intent_And_Purpose
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.020_Definitions
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.030_Permit%3B_Exception
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.040_Wind_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.050_Animated_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.060_Sound
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.070_Flashing_Lights
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.080_Window_Sign%3B_Allowable_Area
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.090_A-Type_And_Movable_Freestanding_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.095_Vehicular_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.100_Canopy_Sign%3B_Allowable_Area
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.110_Sign_Projecting_Over_Public_Property%3B_Clearance
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.120_Installation_And_Wiring
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.130_Application_For_Permit
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.135_(Reserved)
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.140_Vacant_Parcel_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.150_Exceptions
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.160_Additionally_Prohibited_Signs_And_Locations
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.165_Additional_Sign_Requirements%3B_Historic_Area
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.170_Lighted_Sign%3B_Intensity_In_Zones_R-1%2C_R-2_And_R-3
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.180_Residential_District_Provisions
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.190_Freestanding_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.200_Wall_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.210_Projecting_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.220_Roof_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.230_Special_Purpose_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.240_Directory_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.250_Construction_Project_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.260_On-Site_Directional_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.270_House_Or_Business_Flag_And_Banner
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.280_Noncommercial_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.290_Nameplate
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.295_Historical_Marker
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.300_Subdivision_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.310_Special_Service_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.311_Theater_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.320_Combination_Of_Types_Permitted
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.330_Classification_By_Building_Department
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.340_Construction_And_Maintenance
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.350_Nonconforming%3B_Removal_And_Amortization_Period
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.360_Nonconforming%3B_Record_And_Notice
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.370_Nonconforming%3B_Subsequent_To_Effective_Date
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.380_Nonconforming%3B_Abatement
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.390_Nonconforming%3B_Removal_By_Building_Official
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.400_Nonconforming%3B_Modification_To_Comply_With_Chapter
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.410_Nonconforming%3B_Declaration_Of_Nuisance
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.420_Abandoned_Sign%3B_Abatement
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.430_Unlawful_Sign%3B_Abatement
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.440_Exception_Procedure
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.450_Appeal
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.460_Violations%3B_Penalty
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.030_Permit%3B_Exception
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.040_Wind_Sign
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.050_Animated_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.060_Sound
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.070_Flashing_Lights
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.080_Window_Sign%3B_Allowable_Area
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.090_A-Type_And_Movable_Freestanding_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.095_Vehicular_Signs
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.100_Canopy_Sign%3B_Allowable_Area
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.110_Sign_Projecting_Over_Public_Property%3B_Clearance
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.120_Installation_And_Wiring
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.130_Application_For_Permit
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.135_(Reserved)
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.140_Vacant_Parcel_Signs
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.160_Additionally_Prohibited_Signs_And_Locations
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.165_Additional_Sign_Requirements%3B_Historic_Area
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.220_Roof_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.230_Special_Purpose_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.240_Directory_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.250_Construction_Project_Sign
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.270_House_Or_Business_Flag_And_Banner
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.280_Noncommercial_Signs
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.290_Nameplate
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.295_Historical_Marker
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.300_Subdivision_Sign
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https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.310_Special_Service_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.311_Theater_Sign
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.320_Combination_Of_Types_Permitted
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.330_Classification_By_Building_Department
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.340_Construction_And_Maintenance
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Chapter 15.28
Signs

15.28.01  Purpose

15.28.02  Permit required

15.28.03  Definitions

15.28.04  Exemptions

15.28.05  Prohibited Signs

15.28.06  Signs Area

15.28.07  Signs Permitted—Residential Zoning Districts
15.28.08  Signs Permitted—PD District

15.28.09  Historic Area Requirements

15.28.10  Signs Permitted—CO, C, CG, and ML Districts
15.28.11  Master Sign Programs

15.28.12  Design Guidelines and Requirements

15.28.13  Signage at Closed Businesses and/or Vacant Sites
15.28.14  Special Use Sign

15.28.15  Legal Nonconforming and Illegal Signs

15.28.16  Administration and Enforcement

15.28.01 Purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to establish procedures for regulating signs, including the type, size,
location, and construction standards of signs by zone district. The objectives of this chapter include
the following:
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15.28.02

To reinforce that signs should serve primarily to identify the general nature of an
establishment or to direct attention to a project, activity, place, person, organization,
or enterprise. The use of subordinate information in commercial signage such as
telephone numbers, lists of products, pictures of products, etc., is discouraged.

As identification devices, signs must not subject the public to excessive competition
for their visual attention. As appropriate identification devices, signs should harmonize
with the building, the neighborhood, Historic Area, and other signs in the area.

The City intends to encourage the installation of signs that improve the appearance of
the property and the neighborhood and enhance the economic effectiveness of signs.

The provisions in this chapter provide standards to safeguard life, health, property, and
public welfare in keeping with the character of the City by regulating the size, height,
structural design, quality of materials, construction location, electrification,
illumination, and maintenance of all types of signs and sign structures.

The requirements and provisions set forth in this chapter shall apply to all signs
erected, altered, relocated, repaired, or maintained within the City. No sign shall be
erected, repaired, maintained, or relocated except as provided in this chapter.

Permit required

Any person desiring to erect, move, alter, or attach a sign or other improvement regulated by this
chapter shall first obtain any necessary permit(s) to do so. All requests for approval shall be
accompanied by the drawings and information necessary to demonstrate compliance with the
applicable regulations of this chapter.

A

Application. Applications for sign permits shall be made with a form provided by the
Community Development Department which contains all information and documents
deemed applicable by City staff. Applications not containing all applicable
information shall be deemed incomplete and shall not be processed until deemed
complete by the City staff.

Modification and Exceptions. Where practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships, or
results inconsistent with the general purpose of this chapter result from the strict
application of this Chapter, an exception may be granted pursuant to Sonora Municipal
Code Chapter 17.62, Use Permit and Variance Procedure.

Minor Deviations. A minor deviation of up to ten (10) percent may be granted by the
Community Development Director upon written request, subject to conditions
imposed without any notice or appeal, if the following findings are made:

1. Doing so would not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to
property and improvements in the area in which the property is located.
2. There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions which

apply to the property involved or the existing or intended use of the property
which do not apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district.

3. Granting of a minor deviation will not negatively impact the surrounding
properties.
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15.28.03

Expiration of Permit. Expiration of sign permits shall be as prescribed in Sonora
Municipal Code Section 15.10.100, Expiration.

When a use permit is required for a specific use in any zone district, the use permit
shall outline specific limitations and requirements for signage appurtenant to the use
permitted.

Interpretation. When conflicts arise in determining application of this Chapter and its
requirements, the Community Development Director shall determine the intent of the
Chapter and its application of standards as appropriate. If further conflict continues,
the provisions of 15.28.16(D) shall apply.

Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter, certain words and forms are defined as follows.

A

B.

“A-frame sign” or “sandwich board” or “A-type sign” means a portable sign capable
of standing without support or attachment.

"Accessory sign,” "business sign," or "on-premises sign" means any sign located on a
place of business, enterprise, calling or property which is related to the products or
services available to or within those premises.

“Advertising structure” means a structure erected exclusively for advertising purposes
upon which any poster, bill, printing, device, or other advertisement of any kind
whatsoever may be placed, posted, printed, or fastened.

"Anchor store” means having greater than twenty-five thousand square feet (25,000
sg. ft.) of gross leasable area.

"Animated sign” means a sign, or any device designed to attract attention by visual
means through the movement or semblance of movement of the whole or any part of
the sign.

“Awning sign” means any sign located on an awning or any movable structure
attached to a building and projecting over a thoroughfare or sidewalk.

“Balloon” means any inflatable sign or balloon intended to levitate above the ground
regardless of size, that is designed to be used as an outdoor advertising device for any
business or promotional event.

“Building” means the structure on which a sign is located or attached but excluding
an advertising structure.

"Building area™ means the total gross square footage of floor area of building used for
commercial, office, industrial or quasi-public activities.

"Building line” means a line established by ordinance beyond which no building may
extend.

“Building Official” or “City Building Inspector” means the individual designated by
the City Administrator as the person authorized to serve as the City’s Building Official
for the purposes of administering various building and property maintenance codes
contained in the Sonora Municipal Code.
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“Bulletin board” means a permanent monument sign with changeable copy intended
to announce meetings or other events.

“Changeable message sign” means a sign whose informational content can be altered
or changed by electric, electro-mechanical, electronic, or manual means. Changeable
signs include the following types:

1. Electrically activated. Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic
informational content can be altered or changed on a fixed display surface
composed of electrically illuminated or mechanically driven changeable
segments. includes the following two (2) types:

a. Computer controlled variable message electronic signs. Signs
whose informational content can be altered or changed by means of
computer-driven electronic impulses.

b. Fixed message electronic signs. Signs whose basic informational
content has been pre-programmed to include only certain types of
information projection (e.g., predictable traffic conditions,
temperature, time, or other events subject to prior programming).

2. Manually activated. Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic
informational content can be altered or changed by manual means.

"Combination sign" means any sign incorporating any combination of features of
freestanding sign, sign tower, projecting building sign or roof sign.

"Commercial speech™ means any message, the prevailing thrust of which is to propose
a commercial transaction.

"Community directional sign” means a sign placed in the interest of ensuring traffic
safety to locate community facilities, such as schools, churches, public facilities of the
city, county, state or federal agencies.

"Curb line" means the line at the face of the curb nearest to the street or roadway. In
the absence of a curb, the curb line shall be established by the City Engineer.

“Cut-out sign” means any sign or individual words, letters, figures, or characters
which are self-supporting and not affixed to any sign surface, but which are erected to
be approximately parallel to the face of the structure but need not be attached to the
structure.

“Directional sign” means any sign, other than a highway marker or any sign erected
by public authority, which is for the purpose of directing persons to a place or activity
not located on the same premises as the sign.

“Directory sign” means a sign for listing the tenants and their suite numbers of a multi-
tenant structure, building, or center.

"Electric sign” means any sign containing electric wiring, but not including signs
illuminated by an exterior light source.

“Erect” means to build, construct, hang, place, suspend or affix, including the painting
or otherwise applying of wall signs.
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BB.

CC.
DD.

EE.

FF.

GG.

HH.

JJ.
KK.

LL.

MM.

“Face” means the surface of a sign on, against or through which the message or design
is displayed or illustrated.

“Face of structure” means the exposed side of a main wall of a structure, excluding
structural projections facing a street, highway or thoroughfare.

“Feather sign” means a sign typically freestanding that is mounted on a pole, normally
made of fabric and designed to blow in the wind.

“Fin sign” means any sign which is erected to combine the features of both a roof sign
and a projecting sign.

"Flashing sign" means an illuminated sign in which the artificial light is not maintained
in a stationary or constant intensity, including changeable message signs where the
sign message or graphic is replaced/restored from one message or graphic to the next.

“Freestanding sign” means any sign which is self-supporting in a fixed location and
not attached to any structure.

"Frontage" means the boundaries of property abutting a public street.

“Gross surface area of sign” or “aggregate surface area” means the area contained
within a single continuous perimeter, enclosing all parts of the sign, but excluding any
structural elements outside the limits of signs which are required for the support of the
sign, most often measured in square feet.

“Handbill” means a small printed advertisement or other notice distributed by hand
and any other advertising material consistent with the definition in Section
9.24.010(A).

“I-frame” signs are a type of portable sign, designed to stand on a solid base or base
with four legs, supporting a vertical sign which may or may not be two-sided.

“Illuminated sign” means any sign illuminated by any light source on, within or
attached to the sign or by a light source removed therefrom.

"Independent pad" means a separate building or pad in a shopping center located on
the perimeter of the center adjacent to the streets or major access points, having single
or multiple occupancies.

“Marquee” means a permanent roofed structure attached to and supported by the
structure.

“Marquee sign” means any sign attached to or supported by a marquee.

"Mini-anchor store™ means having ten thousand and one square feet (10,001 sq. ft.) to
twenty-five thousand square feet (25,000 sq. ft.) of gross leasable area.

“Mobile sign” or “vehicular sign” means a sign attached to or suspended from any
type of vehicle.

“Monument sign” means any low-profile sign located on the premises and advertising
the use, business, service, or activity being conducted on the premises.
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NN.

00.

PP.

QQ.

RR.

SS.

TT.

Uu.

VV.

WW.

XX.

YY.

Z7.

“Non-accessory sign” means any sign located on a place of business, enterprise,
calling or property which is not reasonably related to the products or services available
to or within those premises.

“Noncommercial sign” means a sign (typically temporary in nature) that contains a
message or images displaying noncommercial speech. Such messages typically relate
to debatable matters of public concern, such as, by way of example and not limitation,
advocacy on politics, religion, arts, science, philosophy, commentary on governmental
policy, and similar topics. Noncommercial signs do not include temporary advertising
displayed in connection with an event. This definition shall be construed and
interpreted in light of relevant court decisions concerning noncommercial speech.

“Legal nonconforming sign” means a sign which is validly installed under laws or
ordinance in effect prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter,
but which is in conflict with the provisions of this chapter.

“Occupancy frontage” means the length of a building frontage of an individual
business. Occupancy frontage is used to determine the maximum permitted size of a
wall sign.

“Oft-site/off-premises sign” means any sign identifying a facility, product, service, or
use which is not located, manufactured, or sold on the same premises as the sign or
which identifies a facility, product, service, or use by a brand name which, although
manufactured or sold on the premises, does not constitute the principal item
manufactured or sold on the premises.

“Outdoor advertising structure (billboard)” means any sign, other than a directional
sign, having a gross area of fifty square feet (50 sq. ft.) or more, if single faced; or one
hundred square feet (100 sg. ft.) or more if double faced, which advertises a business,
product, service, or activity made available elsewhere than upon where the sign is
located.

“Pedestrian sign” means a sign typically above a sidewalk affixed to an awning or
arcade meant to be viewed by pedestrians.

“Pennants” are long, narrow flags that may be used individually or strung together and
are most often used to designate car sales or other outdoor sales or events.

“Permanent sign” means any sign which is intended for continuous display for a period
of time greater than thirty calendar days (30-days).

“Pole sign” means a ground sign that is supported by one or more poles and otherwise
separated from the ground by air.

“Portable sign” means any sign designed to be easily transportable or movable, and
which can stand without support or attachment, including but not limited to an A-
board, movable freestanding, tire stack or wind sign.

“Primary tenant” means the tenant which has greater lineal occupancy frontage.

“Projecting sign” means any sign other than a wall sign which is attached to the face
of a structure and projects more than eighteen inches from the face of the structure.
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BBB.

CCC.
DDD.

EEE.

FFF.

GGG.

HHH.

Ii.
JJJ.

KKK.

LLL.

“Real estate sign” means any sign used exclusively for advertising a parcel of property
or a structure for sale, lease or rent.

“Roof sign” means any sign located on a roof or above the parapet of a building or
having its major structural supports attached to a roof.

“Sandwich Board” refers to definition of “A-frame sign.”

“Shops tenant” means having zero to ten thousand square feet (0-10,000 sg. ft.) of
gross leasable area.

“Shopping center” means a group of retail, restaurant, commercial service and
recreation uses that are planned, constructed and managed as a total entity.

“Sign” means any advertisement, announcement, display (including electronic
display), illustration, banner, insignia or mechanism which is affixed to, painted on or
otherwise represented on a building, structure or site, on any vegetation, rock, wall,
post, fence or any other object, and which is used to advertise or promote the interests
of any person on the sale, use or consumption of any service, commodity, article or
thing.

For the purpose of this chapter the term “sign” shall not include the following:

1. Advertising media located entirely within an enclosed building;

2. Traffic highway markers, parking directional signs not greater than three
square feet (3 sg. ft.) in area and railroad crossing or danger signals;

3. The display of official court or public office notices;

4. Any sign erected or maintained by public authority; or

5 Signs used for the safety, welfare, or convenience of the public by utility
companies.

“Sign structure” means the structure supporting a sign including uprights, braces and
framework but excluding any portion of the sign structure which meets the definition
of a “sign.”

“Snipe sign” means a type of temporary sign used for commercial purposes, typically
small, made of plastic or paper that is attached to a wire frame that is stuck into the
ground. Snipe signs are also sometimes attached to other objects such as telephone
poles, trees, fences, etc.

“Streamer” means a long, narrow banner, flag, or pennant.
“Street frontage of a lot” means all lot frontages abutting a street.

"Temporary sign™ means any sign which is intended for continuous display for a short
period of time, such as advertisement for events, and may consist of commercial or
noncommercial speech. Removal of a temporary sign after thirty calendar days (30-
days), only to then redisplay the sign for another thirty calendar days (30-days), is
inconsistent with the intent of this definition, and the sign would be considered a
permanent sign.

"Time and temperature device™ means any mechanism that displays only the time
and/or temperature.
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MMM.“Trompe 1’oeil” means an art technique involving realistic imagery in order to trick

the eye into perceiving a painted detail as a three-dimensional (3-D) object.

NNN. “Wall sign” means any sign painted, affixed or attached on a building wall or of solid
construction located as to be approximately parallel with the face of a structure,
including a “V” type sign which does not extend more than eighteen inches from the

face of the structure.

000. “Window sign” means any sign painted on or attached to a window.

PPP. “Wind sign” means a flag, pennant, whirligig, or any device which is designed to

wave, flutter, rotate or display other movement under the influence of wind.

Figure 1, below, illustrates the various types of signs.

Figure 1: Various Sign Types
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15.28.04

Exemptions

The following signs may be erected without obtaining a sign permit:

A.

B.

Temporary Signs, as follows:

1. Christmas Tree Sales and Similar Uses. Temporary A-frame and I-frame signs may
be used. Total number of signs per street frontage shall be one sign, not to exceed
twelve square feet (12 sq. ft.) in area or six feet (6°) in height.

2. Grand opening signs, including banners, pennants, and streamers, are allowed
temporarily for a period no longer than thirty calendar days (30-days) from the
conclusion of the event. Grand opening signs as defined in Section 15.28.12 (C) of
this chapter, shall not exceed fifteen square feet (15 sq. ft.) within the Historic Area
and thirty square feet (30 sg. ft.) in area outside of the Historic Area.

Real estate signs not exceeding sixteen square feet (16 sg. ft.) in area and having a
vertical dimension of not more than four feet (4”) pertaining to the sale, lease, or rental
of the property, as follows;

1. Not more than one (1) such sign shall be allowed upon each 100 feet (100’) of street
frontage in the Agricultural/Residential Zone (AR), Residential Estates Zone (RE),
and Commercial Zone (C) districts;

2. Not more than one (1) such sign shall be allowed no matter the size of the parcel
when located in any Single-Family Residential Zone (R-1), Limited Multifamily
Residential Zone (R-2), and Multifamily Residential Zone (R-3);

3. Signs advertising the sale of lots within a subdivision shall be permitted on the
subdivision property for a period of twenty-four (24) months from the date of
beginning construction; provided, that when seventy-five percent (75%) of the lots
in the subdivision have been built, all such signs shall be removed within thirty
calendar days (30-days).

Signs for the purpose of directing traffic to a residential property for sale, not including
new subdivisions, shall have an area on any face not greater than three square feet (3 sq.
ft.) and limited to two (2) signs to any property and displayed only during the hours
between eight a.m. and five p.m. (8:00a.m. — 5:00p.m.).

Street number and/or name signs not exceeding two square feet (2 sg. ft.) per sign for
single-family or duplex structures and three-square feet (3 sq. ft.) per sign for all other
uses. One (1) sign per street frontage and private parking lot shall be allowed.

Signs not exceeding twelve square feet (12 sq. ft.) in area and five feet (5 ft) in height,
when placed upon work and during construction; provided, that not more than one (1)
such sign shall be erected on the site. Such signs shall be erected for not longer than six
months (6-months) and shall be removed thirty calendar days (30-days) after obtaining
an occupancy permit for the structure.

Signs used exclusively for the posting or display of official notices by a public agency
or official, or by a person giving legal notice.

Ordinance 887 — Chapter 15.28 Signs
Page 26

Iltem 4.

32




Signs erected or maintained by a public agency or official or required by law to be
displayed by a public utility for directional, warning, or information purposes.

Garagel/yard sales signs, maximum of two (2) signs per property not exceeding three
square feet (3 sg. ft.) in area, each posted consistent with Section 15.28.05 (B). All signs
are required to be removed immediately after the completion of the sale or end of day,
whichever is first.

Signs bearing no advertising message and located on the site may be temporarily erected
when necessary to facilitate circulation within the site or facilitate egress and ingress
during a permitted special event or occasion.

Flags of any nation, political subdivision, or fraternal or religious organization, provided
the pole height does not exceed twenty-four feet (24°), does not interfere with any
overhead utility lines, and the vertical height of the flag is not more than one-fourth (1/4)
the height of the pole. A sign application may be submitted for a flagpole higher than
twenty-four feet (24°) or a flag which exceeds one-fourth (1/4) the height of the pole
where the applicant can show that the proposed flag and/or pole is consistent with the
intent and purpose of this chapter.

Temporary signs and display posters in connection with an event may be displayed on
the interior of a window with occupant or owner’s permission. Such posters shall be
removed within ten calendar days (10 days) after the conclusion of the event and no
larger than eleven inches by seventeen inches (11 x 17”°) and cumulatively cover no
more than fifty percent (50%) (twenty five percent (25%) in Historic Area) of total
window area.

The removal and replacement of only the sign copy without increasing the area of
conforming signs. The sign container, including the structural and electrical connections,
shall remain unchanged.

. Holiday greetings, decorations and displays, excluding advertising signs disguised as
seasonal decorations.

Noncommercial signs, subject to the following:

1. Signs shall be attached to a support structure.

2. Signs shall not be located in any areas set forth in Section 15.28.05 (J) of this
Chapter.

3. The placement of signs on private property without the owners’ permission is
prohibited.

4. Temporary noncommercial signs also comply with applicable Department of
Transportation requirements.

5. General Commercial Zone (CG), C, and Limited Manufacturing Zone (ML)
districts. Not to exceed sixteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) in area, six feet (6”) in height,
and no more than one (1) sign everyone hundred lineal feet (100 LF) of property
frontage.

6. Tourist and Administrative Zone (CO) and R zone districts (R-1, R-2, R-3). Up to
two (2) signs, each sign not exceeding three square feet (3 sq. ft.) in area and four
feet (4’) in height.
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O.

P.

15.28.05

7. AR and RE zone district. Not more than one (1) sign not to exceed six square feet
(6 sq. ft.) in area and six feet (6”) in height.

Window Signs, up to fifty percent (50%) (twenty five percent (25%) in Historic Area)
of the cumulative area of all windows may be covered by window signs or graphics.

A-frame Signs during business hours. Subject to the following:

1. Maximum dimensions and area: three feet (3”) wide and four feet (4°) in height,
maximum twelve square feet (12 sq. ft).

2. Number per business: one (1).

3. Location. May be placed in front of the business if conflicts with vehicle safety are
not caused and compliance with the American with Disabilities Act is maintained.

Prohibited Signs

Unless otherwise provided in this Chapter, the following types of signs are expressly prohibited
and subject to the following requirements:

A

Off-site signs, including billboards, outdoor advertising structures, and directional signs
except those provided in 15.28.04 (C).

Signs including animation characterized by varying intensity of color, patterns,
illumination, spinning, glaring, rotating, and flashing lights, including illuminated
window signs, except the following:

1. On-premises barber pole, not to exceed thirty inches (30”) in length, operated
during business hours.

Feather signs, snipe signs, streamers, pennants, spinners, ribbons, and inflatable signs
except those provided in 15.28.04 (A).

Signs advertising rooms available for transient stay at a residence.
Signs having one (1) or a combination of the following characteristics:

1. Obscene or Offensive to Morals. Any sign displaying obscene, indecent, or
immoral matter as defined under the California Penal Code;

2. Imitative of Official Signs. Signs (other than when used for traffic direction) which
contain or are an imitation of an official traffic sign or signal, public notices, such
as zoning violations, building permits, business licenses and the like;

3. Natural Despoliation. Signs which are cut, burned, limed, painted or otherwise
marked on a field, tree, rock or other natural item.

Unless otherwise provided for in this code, no person shall park any vehicle or trailer on
a public right-of-way, or in a location on private property which is visible from a public
right-of-way, which has attached thereto or suspended therefrom any sign, except a sign
painted directly upon, magnetically affixed to or permanently affixed to the body or
other integral part of a vehicle or trailer that is utilized for daily operations of the
business and not solely for the purpose of advertisement.
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Roof signs.
Changeable message signs, as defined in this chapter.
No sign shall be designed or used for the purpose of emitting sound.

No person (except a duly authorized public official permitted by the City for specific
locations) may on public property, or a public right-of-way, erect, paint, print, nail or
otherwise fasten any banner, sign, printed handbills, advertisement or notice of any kind
on any lamp, pole, utility pole, bench, hydrant, bridge, wall, tree, landscape, sidewalk or
structure in, upon or across any public street, alley or public property except as may be
required, permitted by law or as otherwise regulated in this chapter.

Excepting non-commercial signage, no sign shall be maintained on any fence, or be
affixed to any trees or shrubs.

Obstruction of Fire Escape and Fire Access. No sign shall be erected, relocated, or
maintained so as to prevent free ingress to or egress from any door, window or fire
escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached to a standpipe or fire escape or impede fire
access to the roof.

. Traffic Hazard. No sign shall be erected at or near a street, driveway, or alley in such a
manner as to obstruct clear vision, or at any location where the position, shape or color
may obstruct the view of, or be confused with, any authorized traffic sign, signal, or
device, or which uses any word, phrase, symbol, or character in such manner as to
interfere with or confuse traffic. Signs shall have a set back at least ten feet (10°) from
the property line at an intersection of two (2) streets or the intersection of streets and
alleys and streets and driveways.

Utility Lines and Easements. No sign or outdoor advertising structure shall be located
within a utility easement or erected or located in a manner which will reduce the vertical
or horizontal clearance from communication or energized electric power lines as
required by laws, rules, and regulations of the state of California and agencies thereof.

Figure 2 illustrates prohibited sign types
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Figure 2: Prohibited Sign Types
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15.28.06 Sign Area
Sign Area. The area of individual signs shall be measured in accordance with Figure 3 below.

Figure

3 - Sign Area Measurement
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B. Wall-Mounted Letters. Where a sign is composed of letters individually mounted or
painted on a building wall, without a border or decorative enclosure, the sign area is that
of the smallest area within which all letters and words can be enclosed.

C. Three-Dimensional Signs. Where a sign consists of one (1) or more 3-D objects such as
balls, cubes, clusters of objects, or sculptural or statue-type trademarks, the sign area
shall be measured as the area of the smallest rectangle within which the object(s) can be
enclosed, when viewed from a point where the largest area of the object(s) can be seen.

15.28.07 Signs Permitted—Residential Zoning Districts

A. AR.

point, the area of the sign shall be measured using one (1) sign face only.

1. For uses allowed under the City of Sonora Municipal Code Section

17.12.020, a single sign not to exceed sixty square feet (60 sg. ft.) in area.
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B.

RE, R-1, R-2, and R-3.

1. Not more than one (1) sign identifying an entire subdivision, provided that
the sign shall be located on subdivision property and in accordance with
Table 1 below.

2. For multiple-family residences, one (1) monument sign per street frontage

of lot, not to exceed six feet (6”) high, thirty-five square feet (35 sq. ft.) of
sign area. Monument is not to exceed five feet (5°) inside the property line
nor closer than one hundred feet (100°) from another freestanding sign on
the same parcel.

Table 1: Signs Permitted in the R Districts

. Maximum
Maximum Height
Advertising Relating to: Area (Square bove Grad
Feet) above Grade
(Feet)
Buildings or structures 32 8
Subdivisions of fewer than 48 12
5 acres
Subdivision of 5 or more 65 12
acres
15.28.08 Signs Permitted--- PD Zoning Districts
A. Signs in the Planned Development Zone (PD) district shall be approved with the
development plan according to the City of Sonora Municipal Code Section 17.30.080.
If the development plan approved does not outline specific requirements for signage, the
requirements of the zone district in which the use would be permitted will apply.
15.28.09 Historic Area Requirements
A. The purpose of this section is to provide guidance to applicants in the design,
construction, and placement of signs located in the Historic Area. The application of this
section to the Historic Area is in addition to the other sections contained in this Chapter
and their requirements. If conflicts arise between this section and others in this Code,
the more restrictive applies. It is intended that signs should protect and enhance the
historic atmosphere of the downtown commercial area.
B. Signage in the Historic Area shall not obscure significant features, damage, or take away
the overall architectural characteristics of any building or neighboring buildings in the
Historic Area.
C. Signs within the Historic Area, bounded on the north by Elkin Street, on the south by

Church Street, on the east by the centerline of Stewart Street and on the west by the
centerline of Green Street, shall be designed and regulated as follows.
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1. Wood is the preferred material for construction. Metal or combination of
materials are allowed such that they work with the building’s period and
style. Plastic signage is not permitted in the Historic Area.

2. Non-illuminated or exterior illuminated signs are permissible. Exterior
illuminated signs are permissible with a minimum opaque area of sixty-five
percent (65%) of the sign face.

3. Interior illuminated signs, including neon signs, of any type or size are not
allowed.
4. Lighting for exterior illuminated signs shall be so arranged that it will not

create a hazardous glare for pedestrians or vehicles in a public street or on

any private premises.

5. Each sign shall be designed so that illumination does not exceed ten (10)
candlepower at a distance of ten feet (10”) from the sign.
6. Banner signs are permitted as temporary signs only, provided:

a. No larger than 16 square feet (16 sq. ft.) in size and related to the
business occupying the building they are located on.

b. Limited to one (1) time only not to exceed thirty calendar days (30-
days). For signs displaying the business name, a single thirty
calendar days (30-days) extension may be granted if the applicant is
timely pursuing development, processing, construction or
installation of permanent signage.

7. Up to twenty-five percent (25%) of the cumulative area of all windows may
be covered with a window sign or graphic.
15.28.10 Signs Permitted—CO, C, CG, and ML Zoning Districts

The following signs are permitted for each business in commercial and industrial districts. For
multi-tenant shopping centers or office parks containing six (6) or more individual tenants,
Section 15.28.11 of this chapter shall apply. For an illustration of standards for selected sign
types please refer to Figure 1.

A. Wall Signs.

1. Number of Signs per Business:

a. One (1) primary wall sign where the primary public entrance to the
business is located. For businesses with more than one (1) public entrance,
only one (1) shall be counted as the primary public entrance.

b. One (1) secondary wall sign where the site abuts a street, parking lot, or
alley and the primary wall sign is on a wall not facing the street, parking
lot, or alley.

2. Calculation of Wall Sign Area.

a. Foraprimary wall sign, one square foot (1 sq. ft.) of sign area is permitted
for each foot of linear occupancy frontage, as shown in Figure 4, up to a
maximum of one hundred fifty square feet (150 sqg. ft.) of sign area,
whichever is less. Notwithstanding this regulation, all businesses with
occupancy frontage shall be permitted a minimum of twenty-five square
feet (25 sq. ft.) of primary wall sign.
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b. Where a secondary wall sign is permitted, the maximum sign area shall

C.

be one-half (1/2) the permitted sign area of a primary sign.

For multi-story buildings, each primary tenant shall be permitted one (1)

sign mounted on the wall with the primary entrance, except for corner

units which may be permitted a primary wall sign and a secondary wall

sign.

I.  Second floor primary tenants are allowed the same wall sign area as
ground primary floor tenants in a separate sign area not to extend
above the roofline.

Maximum Height. Not to exceed the top of the vertical wall surface on
which the sign is mounted.

For an illustration of the calculations for wall signage, see Figure 4 on the following

page.

B. Freestanding Signs.

1.

Size and height. The sign area of each face and the sign height shall not
exceed those areas and heights identified in the tables below, as applicable
to the type of sign.

Pole Signs. Not subject to the tables below, a single pole sign per parcel
shall be allowed at a height no greater than twenty feet (20) and with a sign
face area not to exceed 32 square feet (32 sg. ft.) on each side. When a pole
sign is utilized as primary signage for the property and/or business,
secondary signs shall not be permitted.

Shopping centers with a street frontage of seven hundred lineal feet (700
LF) or greater shall be allowed secondary tenant freestanding identification
signs.

a. Number. Not to exceed one (1) for each main drive approach for a
maximum of two (2) signs.

b. Sign area and height. Not to exceed thirty square feet (30 sg. ft.)
each, with individual panels of no more than ten square feet (10 sq.
ft.). Identification signs shall not exceed a maximum height of ten
feet (10".

C. The signs shall be granted for minor tenants within the center,
located more than one hundred fifty feet (150" from the street the
business intends to serve.

Sign Design. Freestanding signs shall be designed as a monument sign with

a solid base extending at least one-half (1/2) the width of the sign face.

Setbacks. A freestanding sign shall be set back a minimum of five feet (5°)

from any property line.

In conjunction with businesses providing motor fuels for sale, an additional

sign area allowance for pricing signs shall be sixteen square feet (16 sq. ft.)

per side.
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Figure 4: Calculation of Permitted Wall Sign Area

primary wall sign*

Example:

Calculation of Permitted Area of Primary Wall Sign

n (occupancy frontage length) x 1 = permitted sign area for

50' (occupancy frontage length) x 1 = 50'square feet of sign area
permitted for primary wall sign

* (up to maximum area of 150 square feet)

Table 2: Monument Signs (one freestanding sign per street frontage)

Street Frontage (in feet)

Maximum Height
(in feet)

Maximum Face Area
(in square feet)

0-100 Not to Exceed 8 Not to Exceed 40
101 - 200 Not to Exceed 12 Not to Exceed 50
201 - 400 Not to Exceed 15 Not to Exceed 75
401 — Plus Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 100

Table 3: Multi-Business Monument Signs (one freestanding sign per street frontage)

Street Frontage of Maximum Height Maximum Face Area
Development (in feet) (in square feet)
(in feet) 9
0-100 Not to Exceed 8 Not to Exceed 45
101 - 200 Not to Exceed 12 Not to Exceed 55
201 - 400 Not to Exceed 15 Not to Exceed 75
401 — Plus Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 100
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Table 4: Shopping Center Monument Signs (one freestanding sign per street frontage)

Street Frontage of Center Maximum Height Maximum Face Area
(in feet) (in feet) (in square feet)
0-200 Not to Exceed 14 Not to Exceed 60
201 —400 Not to Exceed 16 Not to Exceed 75
401 -500 Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 85
501 — Plus Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 100

C. On-site Directional Signs.

1
2.
3.
4

Maximum height: four feet (4°).

Maximum area: six square feet (6 sq. ft.).

Number per site: one (1) per each side of a driveway from a public street.
Location. Directional signs shall be placed within five feet (5°) of a
driveway that accesses the site from a public street.

D. Directory Signs.

1.

.

Number per site: one (1) per public vehicle and/or pedestrian entrance when
there are three (3) or more tenants on site.

Maximum area: two (2) square feet per tenant, not to exceed thirty-five
square feet (35 sq. ft.) total.

Maximum height (if freestanding): six feet (6”).

Location. No directory sign which is a freestanding sign may locate closer
than three feet (3”) to any point of ingress/egress.

E. Portable Signs.

1.

Banners.

a. Number of Signs. One (1) banner sign viewable from the right-of-way is

permitted per business, no limit on number of banner signs not viewable
from the right-of-way.

Maximum Height. Not to exceed roof line. Banner signs shall not be
attached to existing freestanding signs.

Maximum area: thirty-two square feet (32 sq. ft.), including allowable wall
sign area.

F.  Projecting Signs.

1.

Maximum Height and Projection. Not to exceed roof line of attachment
structure and may project over public rights-of-way not to exceed two-thirds
(2/3) the distance from attachment structure to curb of sidewalk, maximum
of six feet (6’) with two feet (2°) of clearance from sign to curb. (Note:
Bottom of sign shall be a minimum of eight feet (8”) from ground to provide
proper clearance.)
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Number per Business. One (1) per business occupancy frontage. Permitted
only where a wall sign is not used on the same wall.

Area. One-half square foot (1/2 sq. ft.) of sign area for each lineal foot of
occupancy frontage, maximum of sixty square feet (60 sg. ft.).

G. Awning/Canopy Signs.

1.

2.

3.

Number of Signs. Where an awning is present, one (1) sign may be applied
to the awning.

Maximum Area. Not to exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the area of the
individual surface on each awning/canopy, inclusive of wall sign area. .
Location. Awning signs shall be made of removable materials such as
individual cut-out letters and/or symbols attached, stenciled or otherwise
placed on the canopy surface, and may be located on exterior surfaces of a
canopy.

H. Pedestrian Signs.

1.

2.

Number of Signs. One (1) pedestrian-oriented sign per tenant that projects
or hangs above a sidewalk on each side of a building.

Size. Each sign may be a maximum of five square feet (5 sg. ft.) in size and
may hang or be suspended no lower than eight feet (8”) above grade level.
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Figure 5: Selected Commercial and Industrial Sign Standards
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15.28.

11 Master Sign Programs

The purpose of Master Sign Programs is to harmonize the appearance of signs, in a manner
allowing creativity in design and commercial identification, while avoiding extremes of size, color
and shape. A Master Sign Program is also used to distribute allowable sign area for multi-tenant
buildings and complexes. Master Sign Programs existing at the time of the adoption of this chapter
may continue in effect, until modified.

A. Applicability. A Master Sign Program is required in new non-residential developments
of six (6) or more separate tenant spaces that will share either the same parcel or structure
and use common access or parking facilities.

B. Allowable Modifications. A Master Sign Program may provide for exceptions from the
standards of this chapter, subject to Sonora Municipal Code Chapter 17.62.
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C. Review Authority. All Master Sign Programs are reviewed with a use permit and subject
to approval by the Planning Commission, as per the City of Sonora Municipal Code
Section 17.62.

D. Required Findings. In order to approve a Master Sign Program, the following findings
must be met, in addition to other applicable regulations in this section:

1. The proposed signs are compatible in architectural style and character with
any building to which the signs are to be attached, any surrounding
structures and any adjoining signage on the site;

2. Future tenants will be provided with adequate opportunities to construct,
erect, or maintain a sign for identification; and
3. Directional signage and building addressing is adequate for pedestrian and

vehicular circulation and emergency vehicle access.

E. Revisions to Master Sign Programs. The Community Development Director may
approve minor revisions to an approved Master Sign Program with a sign permit.

15.28.12 Design Guidelines and Requirements

All signage in commercial and industrial zones should incorporate attractive design elements
consistent with the following, as applicable. For illustrations of selected design guidelines, see
Figure 6.

A. Size. Notwithstanding applicable sign standards elsewhere in this chapter, sign size shall
be proportionate to the size and scale of the site and/or building upon which the sign is
proposed. Sign dimensions as specified in this chapter are maximum allowable
dimensions; it may be necessary that signs be smaller than the maximum allowed, in
order to be proportionate in size and scale to achieve the design objectives of this section.

B. Color. Colors should be used in coordinated groupings and should be compatible with
those colors used in the building or project design. For cabinet-style signs, a dark sign
background is preferred with light colored copy (characters/graphics).

C. Lighting Intensity. The light emitted or reflected by a sign, or emitted by a light source,
shall be of reasonable intensity and compatible with the architecture of the building and
the immediate vicinity. Artificial light sources shall be shielded to prevent light spillage,
glare or annoyance to persons on or inside adjoining properties or to public or private
rights-of-way.

D. Sign Bases and Frames. Freestanding signs shall be either housed in a frame, or set onto
a base, presenting a solid, attractive, and well-proportioned appearance. The size and
shape of the frame or base shall be proportionate to the size and mass of the sign and be
low profile in design. Guy wires, angle irons, braces and other support or construction
elements shall be screened or hidden from view.

E. Sign Copy. Sign copy should be simple and concise without excessive description of
services or products. On freestanding signs, sign copy should be designed to contribute
to the design of the structure on which it is displayed. In all cases, freestanding sign
design and sign copy shall be coordinated to provide an attractively designed
freestanding element which identifies the development or project.
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F. Maintenance. All signs and their supporting components must be kept in good repair
and always maintained in good structural condition. It is unlawful to permit vegetation,
rubbish, or flammable material to accumulate within ten feet (10°) of any sign.

G. Design Quality. All signs should be professionally designed and manufactured. Signs
that utilize hand-made lettering or elements must meet professional standards.

Figure 6: Selected Sign Design Guidelines
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15.28.13 Signage at Closed Businesses and/or Vacant Sites

A. Closed Business. When a business vacates and/or closes for a period of over ninety
calendar days (90-days), the following shall apply:

1. Within ninety calendar days (90-days), the property owner shall ensure
removal of the following:
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B.

15.28.14

a. All on-site signs faces, as well as any individual words, letters,
figures or characters on the building and other structures on the
property.

b. The sign face of freestanding and monument signs.

2. Any awning, structure or facade left exposed after sign, sign face, or sign

structure removal shall be repaired to a customary finished appearance.

Vacant Buildings and Sites. When a site contains no buildings or contains no occupied
buildings, it is the responsibility of the property owner to ensure the following:

1. No sign or structure that is not exempt by Section 15.28.04 of this chapter
shall be constructed, erected, or displayed on a vacant site or on a site with
no occupied buildings.

2. No temporary sign shall be constructed, erected or displayed, except that
noncommercial signs may be erected and displayed in conformance with
this chapter.

Special Use Signs

Certain uses, because of their special sign needs or their allowance in several districts, have been
specifically listed in this section. Where such uses are approved, the sign standards allowed for
such uses shall be as follows:

A.

B.

15.28.15
A.

Auto/RV Sales (New Auto Sales Only with Incidental Used Vehicle Sales).

1. One (1) freestanding sign may be provided per separate new car showroom.
The minimum distance between freestanding signs shall be fifty feet (50”).
2. Freestanding signs for incidental used car sales shall be no higher than ten

feet (10°) nor contain more than thirty-five square feet (35 sq. ft.) of area.
Drive-In or Drive-Up Uses. In addition to the sign area normally allowed, drive-up
restaurants shall be allowed one menu board at the drive-through per drive aisle, not to
exceed twenty square feet (25 sq. ft.) area nor six feet (6°) in height each.

Movie Theaters. In addition to the sign area normally allowed, a single cabinet or
display box is allowed per screen, not to exceed fifteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) in area
each. Electronic reader boards may be used for movie listings and show times.

Legal Nonconforming and lllegal Signs

Illegal Signs. Every sign in existence at the time the ordinance codified in this title
became effective and which was prohibited or illegal at the time of installation, and which
does not conform to the provisions of this chapter, shall be an illegal sign. Such signs
shall be removed immediately upon notification of illegality or brought to compliance
with the standards of this chapter. Signs that are not constructed, maintained, or displayed
pursuant to the requirements of this chapter and that are nonconforming shall be illegal.

. Legal Nonconforming Signs. Every sign in existence at the time the ordinance codified

in this title became effective and which sign was legal at the time of installation but that
does not conform to the provisions of this chapter shall be a legal nonconforming sign.
A change of copy or sign face shall not be deemed a discontinuance of use. Any structural
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15.28.16
A.

alteration to any part of the sign shall be deemed a discontinuance of use. A
nonconforming sign shall be made to conform immediately to the provisions of this
chapter if:

1. The owner remodels a nonconforming sign display, or expands or enlarges
the structure or land use upon which the advertising display is located;

2. The owner relocates a sign to another area of the existing site;

3. The sign is destroyed.

Administration and Enforcement

Signs and other advertising structures regulated in this chapter, when found by the
building official to be unsafe or a menace to the public or erected in violation of the
provisions of this chapter, shall be and constitute a public nuisance and shall be subject
to enforcement under the provisions of Chapter 1.08 of the Sonora Municipal Code,
General Penalties and Code Enforcement.

Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 1.08 of the Sonora Municipal Code, any person,
firm, corporation, or organization found in violation of any provisions of this chapter
shall be notified and cited in accordance with policies established by the Community
Development Department and approved by the City Council.

Any sign or sign structure erected, altered, relocated, repaired, or maintained contrary to
the provisions of this chapter is declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance. The City
may immediately commence action or proceedings for the abatement, removal, and
enjoinment thereof in the manner provided by law and may apply to courts to grant such
relief as will abate and remove such sign or structure. The City may seek the recovery of
all costs and fees, including attorneys’ fees, associated with the abatement of any sign or
other advertising structure regulated in this chapter.

Appeal from Decision. Any person having record or title of legal interest in the building
may submit a written appeal of any notice of violation or any action of the Community
Development Department under this Code, as follows:

1. File anotice of appeal in writing, along with a one-hundred dollar appeals fee, prior
to the close of the 15" day following the action of the Community Development
Department;

2. Any notice of appeal shall set forth specific grounds upon which the appeal is taken
and shall be signed by the person or persons appealing;

3. Upon filing of such appeal, the City Clerk shall place the appeal on the agenda of
the next regular meeting of the City Council;

4. Atthe time set for the meeting, the City Council shall proceed to hear and determine
the same. The hearing may be continued, at the discretion of the City Council, in
order to obtain further facts or hear further witnesses. Any determination by the
City Council shall be final and conclusive and not subject to further appeal.
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SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion
of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and
such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.

SECTION 3. PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become
effective thirty (30) days from and after its final passage and adoption, provided it is published in
a newspaper of general circulation at least within fifteen (15) days after its passage or a summary
of the Ordinance is published in a newspaper of general circulation at least five (5) days prior to
adoption and again at least within fifteen (15) days after its passage.

SECTION 4. CERTIFICATION OF COUNCIL ADOPTION AND APPROVAL. This
Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 7th of November,
2022, and passed and adopted as Ordinance No. 887 at a regular meeting of the City Council
held on the 21% of November, 2022 by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT OR ABSTAIN:

Mark Plummer, Mayor

ATTEST:

Tracy Skelly, Deputy City Clerk

Approved as to Form:

Douglas L. White, City Attorney

Publish: The Union Democrat, Sonora
, 2022
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

Item 5.

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Tracy Skelly, Administrative Services Officer
SUBJECT: Disbursements in the amount of $164,548.06 for payroll
RECOMMENDATION

Consider Approval of disbursements in the amount of $164,548.06 for payroll, inclusive of employee
salaries, employer and employee taxes and retirement contributions, miscellaneous voluntary
employee deductions, holiday pay and other adjustments, including retro-pay.

DISCUSSION

This payroll was the 1% payroll of the month, which was an expected amount.

This payroll is the 11th payroll of 26 for FY22-23, we would have expected to expend 42.31% of the
budgeted amount. In total, we have expended 34.82% of the Salaries and Wages for the FY 22/23
budget.

FISCAL IMPACT

Disbursements are part of the approved FY22-23 Budget.
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE:  November 21, 2022
TO: City Council Members
FROM: Melissa Eads, City Administrator

Prepared by Tracy Skelly, Administrative Services Officer

Government Code Section 52953(e): Modified Brown Act Procedures

SUBJECT: During a Declared Emergency

RECOMMENDATION

Consider Adoption of Resolution 11-21-2022-A authorizing remote teleconferencing meetings
of the City Council and its committees and commissions for 30 days pursuant to Government Code
Section 52953(e) Brown Act provisions.

DISCUSSION

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Governor Newsom has issued several Executive
Orders that have waived certain Brown Act requirements and allowed remote meetings without
compliance with the standard teleconferencing procedures. The Governor’s Executive Orders waived
requirements during the health emergency through September 30, 2021.

On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed AB 361 which created exceptions to remote meeting
requirements found in the Brown Act. The law became effective on October 1, 2021 and allows any
legislative body that wishes to meet remotely without complying with the standard teleconference
procedures to make findings pursuant to AB 361 every 30 days. The decision to continue in person or
make findings to move to remote meetings for City Committee and Commissions must be made by the
legislative body, i.e., the City Council.

AB 361 suspends the standard requirements in Government Code Section 54593(b)(3). The modified
teleconference requirements include:

* During a declared emergency by the Governor,

* Agendas do not need to be posted at all teleconference locations,

* Agendas do not need to identify each teleconference location,

* Agencies are not required to make each teleconference location accessible to the public,

* There is no requirement that councilmembers participate from within the territorial boundaries of the
jurisdiction,

* Each agenda must include notice to the public as to how members may access the meeting and
offer public comment,
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* The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in or
internet-based service option,

* Members of the public are allowed to access the meeting remotely,

* Inthe event of a disruption which prevents the agency from broadcasting the meeting to the public,
or in the event of a disruption within the local agency's control which prevents the public from
offering public comments, the body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting
agenda until the public access is restored,

*  Written/remote public comment must be accepted until the point at which the public comment
period is closed,

* The public shall not be required to register with the local agency to provide comment, however if a
3" party provider such as Zoom requires registration such requirement is acceptable as long as the
public agency does not control this 3rd party provider.

Legislative bodies wishing to hold remote meetings under AB361 must meet the following criteria:

1. thelocal agency is holding a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency, and state or
local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing; and

2. the local agency is holding a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency for the purpose
of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would
present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees; and

3. the local agency is holding a meeting during a proclaimed state of emergency and has
determined, by majority vote, that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present
imminent risk to the health or safety of attendees.

On July 6, 2021, the City Council approved by a 3-2 vote to allow for in-person meetings and to
suspend teleconferencing at City Council meetings.

October 18, 2021, the City Council directed staff to bring forth a resolution making findings pursuant to
AB 361. The Council also directed staff to continue with in person meetings for City Council meetings
but make available the ability for City committees and commissions to meet remotely via
teleconferencing.

The City Council originally adopted 11-01-2021-B on November 1, 2021, to comply with the
requirements of AB 361.

The City Council then adopted 12-06-2021-B on December 6, 2021, in compliance with the
requirements of AB 361.

The City Council then adopted 01-18-2022-A on January 18, 2022, in compliance with the requirements
of AB 361.

The City Council then adopted 02-22-2022-B on February 22, 2022, in compliance with the
requirements of Government Code Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 03-21-2022-A on March 21, 2022, in compliance with the requirements
of Government Code Section 54593(b)(3).
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The City Council then adopted 04-18-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 05-16-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 06-21-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 07-18-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 08-15-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 09-19-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

The City Council then adopted 10-17-2022-A in compliance with the requirements of Government Code
Section 54593(b)(3).

Staff recommends the Council adopt Resolution 11-21-2022-A that authorizes remote teleconferencing
meetings of the City Council and its committees and commissions for 30 days pursuant to Government
Code Section 54593(b)(3).

FISCAL IMPACT

No fiscal impact to the General Fund.

ATTACHMENTS

e Resolution No. 11-21-2022-A
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RESOLUTION 11-21-2022-A

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONORA PROCLAIMING AND
AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND ITS
COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS FOR 30 DAYS PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE
SECTION 62953(E) BROWN ACT PROVISIONS

WHEREAS, the City of Sonora is committed to preserving and nurturing public access and participation
in meetings of the City Council and its committees and commissions; and

WHEREAS, all meetings of the City Council and its committees and commissions are open and public,
as required by the Ralph M. Brown Act (Cal. Gov. Code 54950 -54963), so that any member of the
public may attend, participate, and watch the City Council and its committees and commissions conduct
their business; and

WHEREAS, the Brown Act, Government Code section 54953(e), makes provisions for remote
teleconferencing participation in meeting by members of the legislative body, without compliance with
the requirements of Government Code section 54953 (b)(3), subject to existence of certain conditions;
and

WHEREAS, a required condition is that a state of emergency is declared by the Governor pursuant to
Government Code section 8625, proclaiming the existence of conditions of disaster of extreme peril to
the safety of persons and property within the state cause by conditions as described in Government
code 8558; and

WHEREAS, a proclamation is made when there is an actual incident, there of disaster, or extreme peril
to the safety of persons and property within the jurisdictions that are within the City’s boundaries
caused by natural, technological, or human-caused disasters; and

WHEREAS, it is further required that state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures
to promote social distancing, or, the legislative body meeting in person would present imminent risks to
the health and safety of attendees; and

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the Governor proclaimed pursuant to his authority under the California
Emergency Services Act, California Government Code section 8625, that a state of emergency exists
with regard to a novel coronavirus (a disease now known as COVID-19); and

WHEREAS, on June 4, 2021, the Governor clarified that reopening of California on June 15, 2021, did
not include any change to the proclaimed state of emergency or the powers exercised thereunder; and

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom also issued Executive Order N-08-21, which set
expiration dates for certain paragraphs of the State of Emergency Proclamation dated March 4, 2020,
and other Executive Orders but did not rescind the proclaimed state of emergency; and

WHEREAS, as of the date of this Resolution, neither the Governor nor the state Legislature have
exercised their respective powers pursuant to Government Code section 8629 to lift the state of
emergency either by proclamation or by concurrent resolution the state Legislature; and

WHEREAS, the California Department of Industrial Relations has issued regulations related to COVID-
19 Prevention for employees and places of employment. Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations,
Section 3205(5)(D) specifically recommends physical (social) distancing as one of the measures to
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Item 6.

decrease the spread of COVID-19 based on the fact that particles containing the virus can travel more
than six feet, especially indoors; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures
to promote social distancing, based on the California Department of Industrial Relations' issuance of
regulations related to COVID-19 Prevention through Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations,
Section 3205(5)(D); and

WHEREAS, City Council meetings shall be conducted by a hybrid model of both in-person and
teleconference and committee and commission meetings may participate by teleconferencing, and
members of the public may also participate virtually in committee and commission meetings; and

WHEREAS, on occasion a Councilmember may need to appear and participate in a City Council
meeting remotely in order to comply with Public Health guidance, the City desires to allow such
participation using the requirements of Government Code Section 52953(e);

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONORA DOES HEREBY RESOLVE
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Recitals. The Recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated into this
Resolution by this reference.

Section 2. The City Council acknowledges the Governor has declared a state of emergency related to
the novel coronavirus and hereby proclaims that state officials have imposed or recommended
measures to promote social (physical) distancing based on the California Department of Industrial
Relations' issuance of regulations related to COVID-19 Prevention through Title 8 of the California
Code of Regulations, Section 3205(5)(D).

Section 3. Remote Teleconference Meetings. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed
to take all actions necessary to conduct the intent and purpose of this Resolution including, conducting
open and public meetings in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e) and other applicable
provisions of the Brown Act.

Section 4. Effective Date of Resolution. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption
and shall be effective until the earlier of December 31, 2022, or such time the City Council adopts a
subsequent resolution in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)(3) to extend the time
during which the City Council may continue to teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of
subdivision (b) of section 54953.

PASSED AND ADOPTED as a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Sonora, California, at a
regular meeting of said City Council held on November 21, 2022, by the following votes:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:
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Signed and dated:

ATTEST:

Item 6.

Mark Plummer
Mayor of the City of Sonora

Tracy Skelly
City Clerk
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Iltem 7.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Rachelle Kellogg, Community Development Director
SUBJECT: Community Development Department Report for October 2022
RECOMMENDATION

Receive the Community Development Department Report for October 2022

DISCUSSION

In addition to the day-to-day operations of the Department, staff completed the following items:

CODE ENFORCEMENT - The Department initiated Code Enforcement activities in October with
services being provided by CSG Consultants. CSG also provides Building Inspection and Planning
Services to the City. The assigned Code Enforcement Officer, Irma Gowan, is on-site every
Wednesday. Following a meeting with Community Development Department staff and the Fire Chief,
the 17 active Code Enforcement cases were turned over to her. She has conducted outreach on all
cases and scheduled meetings with staff as needed. With her assistance, some issues have been
resolved and there has been positive movement on most cases. However we continue to have new
cases each week to add to her workload but again we are seeing progress. Additionally, our new
Building Inspector, Randy Conley, has been actively pursuing compliance for those conducting non-
permitted work within the City.

WASHINGTON-STOCKTON TRANSIT PROJECT — The City Council has awarded the Construction
Contract to Dirt Dynasty, Inc. and the Construction Engineering Agreement to UNICO Engineering for
the project. Staff is finalizing all agreements and final submittals to Caltrans. It is anticipated that the
project will start in January.

SIGN ORDINANCE - Staff completed the final draft of the City’s new Sign Ordinance rewriting SMC
Chapter 15.28. This was a City initiated project as the current ordinance was felt to be over
burdensome to City businesses and difficult for staff to implement. The initial draft was presented to
the public, for discussion and comment, at the October 11" Planning Commission Meeting. At their
November 7" Meeting, following staff presentation and public comment, the City Council introduced the
Ordinance and waived the first reading. The Sign Ordinance will be considered for adoption at the
November 21% City Council Meeting and, if approved, will go into effect 30 days later.

CHRISTMAS PARADE AND ACTIVITES - Staff finalized plans for the City’s Historic Sonora Christmas
Parade to be held on Thursday, November 25" at 6 pm. All documentation needed to obtain the
required Encroachment Permit from Caltrans has been submitted. Parade applications are due to the
City by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, November 16". Department staff is also working with Sonora Chamber
to finalize all of the Christmas Town activities.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST — After 25 years with the City Kim Campbell, Community
Development Specialist, retired on October 7. It has created a big void in the Department and her
shoes will be hard to fill.
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MONTH OF
AUGUST, 2022

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

ACTIVITY REPORT

CITY OF SONORA

Iltem 7.

94 N. WASHINGTON ST.
SONORA, CA 95370

NAME LOCATION TYPE VALUATION | FEES
NEW RESIDENTIAL TOTALUNITS __ O
SUBTOTAL __ 0
CDBG REHABS TOTAL UNITS 0o
SUBTOTAL __ 0
COMMERCIAL TOTALUNITS _0
SUBTOTAL __ 0
ALTERATIONS & ADDITIONS TOTAL UNITS 4
Siobhan Stevens 454 Sonora Avenue Repgir fire damaged $80,000 $1,202.76
resiaence
Ernest & Stella Marie | 57 N. Poplar Street Install a 6.4 KW roof $18,500 $300.00
Mena mount solar PV system
Sonora Plazal LLC 728 Mono Way Tenant Imp. for Edward | $18,000 $412.55
Jones Office
Denise & Philip 222 Summit Ave. Install a 11.2 KW roof $22,000 $210.28
Carrillo mount Solar PV system
DEMOLITIONS TOTALUNITS __ O
NAME LOCATION TYPE VALUATION FEE
SUBTOTAL 4
MISCELLANEOUS REPAIRS
NUMBER OF PERMITS VALUATION $ FEE
6 $71,010 $1,426.29
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED 10
TOTAL VALUATION $209,510
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SUB TOTAL OF PERMIT FEES COLLECTED

$3,551.88

Iltem 7.

TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FEES COLLECTED %0

TOTAL TRAFFIC FEES COLLECTED %0

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FEES COLLECTED $0

TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION FEES COLLECTED %0

TOTAL FEES COLLECTED $3,551.88

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED 20
TOTAL VALUATION $353,057

TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FEES COLLECTED $0
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FEES COLLECTED $0
TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION FEES COLLECTED $0
TOTAL TRAFFIC MITIGATION FEES COLLECTED $0

TOTAL PERMIT FEES COLLECTED

$6,320.34
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MONTH OF,
SEPTEMBER 2022

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT
ACTIVITY REPORT

CITY OF SONORA
94 N. WASHINGTON ST.

Iltem 7.

SONORA, CA 95370

NAME LOCATION TYPE VALUATION | FEES
NEW RESIDENTIAL TOTALUNITS __ O
SUBTOTAL 0
CDBG REHABS TOTAL UNITS 0o
SUBTOTAL 0
COMMERCIAL TOTALUNITS 0
SUBTOTAL 0
ALTERATIONS & ADDITIONS TOTAL UNITS
BERNAL IRMA . Install a 4.44 KW roof
VALADEZ JAIME 237 McCormick Dr. mount solar PV system $13,400 $300
SIEBEN JULIE C 325 Arbona Circle N, | 'Mstalla 7.4 KW roof $22,200 $377.05
mount solar PV system
ADDING A 100AMP
JOINER LIMITED 100 GREENLY RD
400 AMP PANEL
REMODEL/PORCH
AGGETTA ALISHA 165 C\?V'A%MB'A ADDITION & DECK | $22,000.00 | $435.25
REPLACEMENT
MAIN PANEL
CARRILLO DENISE
DAVIS WILLIAM REBUILD BURNED $2390.70
DAVIS ATHERINE 179 N SHEPHERD ST RESIDENCE AND $ 24,000.00 .
FIRE SPRINKLERS
DEMOLITIONS TOTALUNITS __ 0
NAME LOCATION TYPE VALUATION FEE

SUBTOTAL _ 6
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MISCELLANEOUS REPAIRS

Iltem 7.

NUMBER OF PERMITS VALUATION $ FEE
13 $941,725 $15,149.50
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED 19
TOTAL VALUATION $1,225,925
SUB TOTAL OF PERMIT FEES COLLECTED 0
TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FEES COLLECTED $360.00
TOTAL TRAFFIC FEES COLLECTED 0
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FEES COLLECTED 0
TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION FEES COLLECTED 0
TOTAL FEES COLLECTED $18,929.80
FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED 39
TOTAL VALUATION $1,578,982.00

TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FEES COLLECTED

$360

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FEES COLLECTED

0

TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION FEES COLLECTED

0

TOTAL TRAFFIC MITIGATION FEES COLLECTED

0

TOTAL PERMIT FEES COLLECTED

$25,250.14

61




MONTH OF,
OCTOBER 2022

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT
ACTIVITY REPORT

CITY OF SONORA 94 N.

Iltem 7.

WASHINGTON ST.
SONORA, CA 95370

NAME LOCATION TYPE VALUATION | FEES
NEW RESIDENTIAL TOTAL UNITS
RAINS CORRINA & | 405 ARBONA CIR SFD $175,000 $1,413.75
FRANK
SUBTOTAL 1
CDBG REHABS TOTAL UNITS
SUBTOTAL
COMMERCIAL TOTAL UNITS 0
SUBTOTAL
ALTERATIONS & ADDITIONS TOTAL UNITS
PATTERSON NEW SOLAR
TIMOTHY H INSTALL
PATTERSON VICKI 317 PASADENA 22,200.00 627.88
A
FLYNN LESLYE NEW SOLAR
DALE TR FLYNN INSTALL
MICHAEL 166 BANNER 27,800 739.22
EDWARD TR
TUTTLE MICHAEL REPLACE HVAC
KTRTUTTLE 91 SUMMIT 38,020 547.75
MICHELLE TR
DEMOLITIONS TOTAL UNITS __ 3
NAME LOCATION TYPE VALUATION FEE

SUBTOTAL
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MISCELLANEOUS REPAIRS

Iltem 7.

NUMBER OF PERMITS VALUATION $ FEE
14 $ 849,040.00 $7,264.30
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED 17
$ 937,060.00
TOTAL VALUATION
0
SUB TOTAL OF PERMIT FEES COLLECTED
0
TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FEES COLLECTED
$4,251.00
TOTAL TRAFFIC FEES COLLECTED
0
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FEES COLLECTED
0
TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION FEES COLLECTED
$9,179.15
TOTAL FEES COLLECTED
FISCAL YEAR TO DATE
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERMITS ISSUED 56
TOTAL VALUATION $2,516,042.00

TOTAL FIRE DEPARTMENT FEES COLLECTED

$360

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FEES COLLECTED

0

TOTAL PARKS & RECREATION FEES COLLECTED

0

TOTAL TRAFFIC MITIGATION FEES COLLECTED

$4,251.00

TOTAL PERMIT FEES COLLECTED

$34,429.29
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Item 8.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Mike Lagomarsino, Public Works Supervisor
SUBJECT: Public Works Department Report for October 2022
RECOMMENDATION

Receive the Public Works Department Report for October 2022
DISCUSSION

For the month of October 2022, the City of Sonora Public Works Department performed the following
activities:

Events
e Placed banners above Washington Street for upcoming events.
¢ Re-Painted Santa’s House.
e Staged barricades, and signs, as well as assisted Police Department with road closures during
the S.U.H.S Homecoming Parade.

Streets
e Spent several days making repairs to trip hazards in sidewalks on Washington Street.
Returned numerous shopping carts abandoned throughout the City.
Spent several days potholing City Streets.
Removed downed Oak Tree on West Church Street.
Removed and disposed deceased Deer from South Washington Street.
Continued annual weed abatement spray program on several roadside locations, cemeteries,
parks and landscapes throughout the City.

Facilities

e Replaced hood vent switch in kitchen at Sonora Fire Department.
Cleaned rain gutters at all City facilities.
Installed door locks to evidence room at Sonora Police Department.
Winterized swamp coolers as well as winter startup of heaters at Opera Hall.
Assemble and install file box shelving in storage room at Building Department.

Parks/Landscapes/Parking Lots
¢ Blew and removed leaves from several City parking lots, and parks.
e Replaced damaged slide and swings at Rotary Park.
e Made repairs to vandalized irrigation valve at Rotary Park.
[ ]

Installed Christmas lights to front of the Terzich Parking Structure for upcoming Holiday Season.
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¢ Cleaned out a homeless encampment near Sonora’s historical train locomotive on Stockton
Street.
e Pruned hazardous tree in the Bowling Alley parking lot.

Storm Drains
o Made repairs to damaged storm drain lid on Corte Del Encinio Dr.

o Spent SEVERAL days digging debris out of storm drains, as well as ditches and culverts, in
preparation for upcoming rain season.

Cemeteries
o Prepared required monthly reports, installed headstones, checked messages daily and returned
phone calls.

e Weed eat around headstones at Mt Shadow Cemetery.

Miscellaneous
¢ Performed routine daily and monthly activities including regular checking of parks and
landscape areas for maintenance needs and safety concerns, garbage collection at City
facilities, cleaning and stocking City restrooms, opening of gate to Dragoon Gulch Trail parking
lot, routine maintenance of City vehicles, participation on assigned committees, weekly mowing
of lawns at Mt Shadow Cemetery and Rotary Park, and weekly sweeping of City Streets.

FISCAL IMPACT

None
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Item 9.

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Turu VanderWiel, Chief of Police

SUBJECT: MONTHLY REPORT — SONORA POLICE DEPARTMENT
RECOMMENDATION

Receive the Sonora Police Department monthly report for October 2022.
DISCUSSION

The attached summarizes activities for October 2022.

Oct 2022 Sep 2022 Oct 2021
Total Incidents 1,158 1,215 1,454
Calls for Service 803 802 709
Officer Initiated 355 413 745
Total Arrests 70 55 70
Felony Arrests 13 12 13
Misd. Arrests 57 43 57
Total Reports 136 122 156
Parking Citations 9 7 8
Moving Citations 16 10 24
Domestic Violence 1 6 4
Larceny Invest. 19 15 13
Collision Incidents 26 33 30
Collision Invest. 9 13 11
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Oct 2022 Sep 2022 Oct 2021
Homeless Activity 141 118 117
Animal Calls 39 28 17
Public Intox. / UID 8 2 13
DUI Arrests 5 | == 6
Total Phone Calls / 2,212/386 2,352/---- 1,963/179
911 Calls
Average Per Day 71 78 63
Vehicle Releases 4 4 6

*Homeless Activity is a new category for reporting. As tracking requires additional manual inputs,
the actual number of associated incidents will typically be higher than the reported number.

*The significant increase in 911 calls was due to state testing during the month of October 2022.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact on the General Fund
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AREA 1

Violent Crimes:

-1 Misdemeanor Sexual Battery
-1 Misdemeanor Domestic Violence
-1 Felony Arson

Burglaries / Other Larceny:

-7 Business Burglaries (Shoplifting).

-1 Maintenance Shop Burglary
-1 Petty Theft (Shoplifting)
-1 Petty Theft from a Vehicle

AREA 2

Violent Crimes:

-1 Felony Rape
-1 Felony Threats
-1 Misdemeanor Battery

-1 Misdemeanor Assault with a Firearm with Exhibition of a Firearm
-1 Misdemeanor Exhibition of a Weapon (Not Firearm)

Burglaries / Other Larceny:

-5 Stolen Vehicles (3 Recovered out of County, 1 Returned by Suspect)
-1 Recovered Stolen Vehicle (Stolen in Oakdale)

-2 Maintenance Shop Burglaries
-1 Petty Theft (Shoplifting)

10/01/2022 - 10/31/2022

Item 9.
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Area 2 Monthly Report
October 2022

Neighborhood Watch:

MYERS HILL:
> Inactive.
N. STEWART:

» Received interest from one homeowner in the area who was seeking information
on restarting the program. Information was provided on how to involve the Police
Department and try to find a date for a first meeting.

HIGHLANDS VIEW:
> Inactive.

Cases for discussion:

22-1359- On 10/6/2022, an Officer took a report that a child was witnessing the use of
controlled substances by her mother and mother’s boyfriend while living in a motel room.
The Officer responded and contacted Sonora transients 35-year-old Alisha Morrow and
38-year-old Richard Humphries at the motel. A search of the motel produced fentanyl
and drug paraphernalia. Morrow and Humphries were arrested for felony child
endangerment and misdemeanor drug and drug possession charges. The child was
turned over to the safe custody of Child Welfare Services.

22-1379- On 10/10/2022, an Officer was dispatched to a local restaurant for a report of
two employees engaged in a physical altercation and one brandishing a firearm at the
other. Customers had to intervene to separate the subjects. A Sonora resident, 38-year-
old Qiliang Fang was one of the employees who, after being separated, went to his
vehicle and retrieved a firearm, returned inside the crowded business, and then pointed
the firearm at the other employee, threatening to kill him. Officers located the firearm and
arrested Fang for aggravated brandishing a firearm and assault with a deadly weapon.

Recruitments:

» 1 Full-time Police Sergeant
» 3 Full-time Police Officers
» 1 Community Service Officer

Training:
» Two non-sworn personnel attended the RIMSCON annual user conference.
» One non-sworn employee attended Evidence: Records retention and destruction
training
» One dispatcher attended Crisis Response training.

Range:

» No Range training was conducted in the month of October.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sgt. Chris Johnson

Item 9.
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Emergency 911 | ltem?o. I
Business (209) =

Fax (209) 532-4845
Web-Site: www.sonorapd.com
Turu VanderWiel, Chief of Police

E-Mail: tvanderwiel@sonorapd.com

SONORA POLICE DEPARTMENT

100 South Green Street
Sonora, California 95370

"Maintaining a Safe Community since 1851"

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
FROM: Turu VanderWiel, Chief of Police

DATE: November 21, 2022

RE: Area 1 Supervisor Report - No Monthly Report

Due to a staffing vacancy in the Sergeant's positions, no Area 1 Supervisor report will be submitted for October 2022.
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2022

Item 10.

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Aimee New, Fire Chief

SUBJECT: Fire Department Monthly Report — October 2022
RECOMMENDATION

Receive Fire Department Monthly Report — October 2022
DISCUSSION

Fire Department Monthly Report October - 2022

FISCAL IMPACT

N/A

1. City of Sonora responded to 145 calls for service in October 2022.
2. Sonora City units responded to emergency calls as follows:

111 - Building fire 2
131 - Passenger vehicle fire 1
140 - Natural vegetation fire, other 1
154 - Dumpster or other outside trash receptacle fire 1
311 - Medical assist, assist EMS crew 19
321 - EMS call, excluding vehicle accident with injury 68

322 - Motor vehicle accident with injuries
323 - Motor vehicle/pedestrian accident (MV Ped)
324 - Motor vehicle accident with no injuries.

354 - Trench/below-grade rescue

510 - Person in distress, other

551 - Assist police or other governmental agency

553 - Public service
554 - Assist invalid
561 - Unauthorized burning

RIN|W[R [N [D|F|N

[EEN
(o]

611 - Dispatched & cancelled en route

622 - No incident found on arrival at dispatch address

653 - Smoke from barbecue, tar kettle

700 - False alarm or false call, other

= W N [

711 - Municipal alarm system, malicious false alarm
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735 - Alarm system sounded due to malfunction 1

Total Incidents 145
3. Monthly dollar loss in the City, resulting from fire: 0
4. The average response time during the month: 5.6
5. Automatic or mutual aid given: 57
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MEETING DATE:

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

November 21, 2022

Item 11.

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Chris Gorsky, Administrative Services Director

SUBJECT: Administrative Services Department Report for September 2022
RECOMMENDATION

Receive the Administrative Services Department Report for September 2022

DISCUSSION

® Administrative
Services

The Administrative Services Department provides a wide range of comprehensive support services which include: accounting,
finance administration and reporting, budgeting, audit, compliance, treasury management, payroll, human resources,
recruitments, accounts receivable, local tax collection, accounts payable, procurements, business license management, risk
management, information technology for the City.

Monthly Report to the City Council
September 2022

Highlights of General Fund Revenues:

Current Period YTD FY22/23 Budget % of Budget
Property Tax $ 11,714 $ 11,714 $1,374,800 0.9%
Sales Tax $ 328,091 $ 829,022 $3,397,100 24.4%
Transient Occupancy Tax $ 30,187 $ 198,938 $ 490,000 40.6%
Cannibis Public Benefit Fees $ 47,031 $ 140,817 $ 525,000 26.8%
Building Permits $ 13,406 $ 22,392 $ 95,000 23.6%
Highlights of General Fund Expenditures:
Current Period YTD FY22/23 Budget % of Budget
Salaries and Benefits $ 520,203 $ 1,649,374 $6,986,250 23.6%
Operating Expenditures $ 105,757 $ 579,247 $2,190,550 26.4%
Transfers $ - $ 75,000 $ 112,000 67.0%
AP YTD H/IR YTD
Total Number of Checks/DD Processed: 155 386 90 393
Current Staff Recruitments: Community Development Sepecialist I/l

Public Works Assitant

Deputy City Clerk - Exec Assistant
Community Service Officer

Police Officer

Police Seargent

Current Month Current Month YTD YTD
Business License Activity: Zone A Zone B Zone A Zone B
Licenses Issued 2 14 5 35
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