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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, November 07, 2022 at 5:00 PM 
94 N. Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370 

(209) 532-4541 
 

AGENDA 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sonora City Council will have their regular meeting on Monday, 
November 7, 2022 at 5:00 PM in the City of Sonora Council Chambers located at 94 N. Washington 
Street Sonora, CA 95370. 

NOTICE: THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 
52953(E) AND THE CITY OF SONORA CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 10-17-2022-A. 

THIS MEETING IS PHYSICALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC OR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY 
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING VIA VIDEO CONFERENCING AT: 

Zoom Meeting Link:   

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87460555933?pwd=UFBFZ0EyR3pjcXNXZWtXVlZLQTJoQT09 

Dial: (669) 900-6833 

Meeting ID: 874 6055 5933 

Passcode: 7dY809 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WILL BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE PUBLIC 
COMMENT. 

THIS MEETING WILL BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND WILL BE AVAILABLE VIA ZOOM. IT WILL 
ALSO BE LIVE STREAMED ON THE CITY'S WEBSITE AT www.sonoraca.com. 

Written comments can be submitted to be included as part of the administrative record, they will not be 
read during the meeting. All comments must be received by 3:00 pm on the day of the noticed meeting 
and can be submitted to the Deputy City Clerk at 94 N. Washington Street Sonora, CA 95370 or via 
email to administration@sonoraca.org. 

OPEN SESSION - 5:00 PM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

CITY CLERK’S REPORT ON AGENDA POSTING 
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APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Receive Visit Tuolumne County Annual Report Presentation and Augustine Agency Sonora 
Campaign Update; Lisa Mayo, Cathy Nanadiego. 

2. Receive Tuolumne County Public Health Fentanyl Presentation; Dr. Kimberly Freeman 

PUBLIC COMMENT (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 

The public may address the Council on any item of public interest not otherwise on the agenda that is 
within the jurisdiction of the City. No action may be taken. Matters to be addressed may be referred to 
City Staff or placed on a subsequent meeting Agenda. Speakers are limited to a three (3) minute 
presentation. If participating via Zoom, please raise your hand using the Raise Your Hand feature or dial 
*9 (*6 to unmute). 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be voted on in one motion unless a 
Council member or member of the public has a question or wishes to discuss an item. In that case, the 
item will be removed from the Consent Calendar and considered separately. 

3. Consider Approval of disbursements in the amount of $189,473.88 and $168,067.58 for payroll, 
inclusive of employee salaries, employer and employee taxes and retirement contributions, 
miscellaneous voluntary employee deductions, holiday pay and other adjustments, including retro-
pay; Tracy Skelly, Administrative Services Officer. 

4. Consider Approval of Resolution No. 11-07-2022-A, authorizing the application and designation of 
the County of Tuolumne as the City of Sonora designee for Permanent Local Housing Allocation 
Program (PLHA) for the 2019-2023 contract term; Melissa Eads, City Administrator. 

5. Consider approval of the grant proposal submitted by the Tuolumne Stanislaus Integrated Regional 
Water Management Authority (IRWMA) to support a turf replacement project in Rotary Park; 
Melissa Eads, City Administrator. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

6. Introduce by title Ordinance No. 887, amending Chapter 15.28, Signs, of Title 15, Buildings and 
Construction, of the Sonora Municipal Code by repealing it in its entirety and replacing it with a new 
Chapter 15.28, Signs, and waive the first reading; Rachelle Kellogg, Community Development 
Director. 

NEW BUSINESS 

COMMUNICATIONS 

7. "Green Waste Disposal Day" is an event established to provide City of Sonora residents an 
opportunity to clear their property of hazardous vegetation and dispose of it at the Cal Sierra Earth 
Resource Facility for a nominal fee and aids in creating an important "fire safe defensible space" 
while improving the aesthetics of the City's neighborhoods. 

8. Tuolumne Heritage Committee Electric Vehicle Charging Stations (EVCS) Letter. 
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COUNCIL MEMBER/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

ADJOURNMENT 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City 
Administrator at City Hall (209) 532-4541, meads@sonoraca.com.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-35.104 ADA Title II). 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the City Council after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection 
in the City Administrator’s Office at 94 N. Washington Street, Sonora, CA 95370 during normal business hours (8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday, excluding holidays). The agenda and supporting public documents are also available on our City website www.sonoraca.com 
listed under the agenda/minutes link on the Government page. 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: November 7, 2022 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Melissa Eads, City Administrator 

SUBJECT: Visit Tuolumne Annual Report Presentation and Augustine Agency Sonora 
Campaign Update 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive the Visit Tuolumne Annual Report Presentation and Augustine Agency Update. 

DISCUSSION 

President and CEO Lisa Mayo will present the Visit Tuolumne Annual Report and Cathy Nanadiego of 
Augustine Agency will present the results of a Sonora campaign, funded by American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) funds, that was conducted last fall in conjunction with Visit Tuolumne. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact to the General Fund. 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: November 7, 2022 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Turu VanderWiel, Chief of Police 

SUBJECT: Tuolumne County Public Health Fentanyl Presentation 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Receive a presentation regarding Fentanyl. 

DISCUSSION 

Tuolumne County Public Health Officer Dr. Kimberly Freeman will give a presentation on fentanyl. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

No fiscal impact to the General Fund. 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: November 7, 2022 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Tracy Skelly, Administrative Services Officer 

SUBJECT: Disbursements in the amount of $357,541.46 for Payroll 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Consider Approval of disbursements in the amount of $189,473.88 and $168,067.58 for payroll, 
inclusive of employee salaries, employer and employee taxes and retirement contributions, 
miscellaneous voluntary employee deductions, holiday pay and other adjustments, including retro-pay. 

DISCUSSION 

These payrolls were the 2nd and 1st payrolls of the month and were higher due to a leave payout for the 
retirement of an employee. 

These payrolls are the 9th and 10th payroll of 26 for FY22-23, we would have expected to expend 38.5% 
of the budgeted amount.  In total, we have expended 31.49% of the Salaries and Wages for the FY 
22/23 budget. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Disbursements are part of the approved FY22-23 Budget.  Payouts are budgeted and are expended 
from the Compensated Absences Fund. 

6

Item 3.



 
 

 

 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE: November 7, 2022 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Melissa Eads, City Administrator 

SUBJECT: Resolution No. 11-07-2022-A to Authorize the submittal of the PLHA Application 
and Designate the County of Tuolumne as the City of Sonora Designee for the 
funding. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Consider Approval of Resolution No. 11-07-2022-A, authorizing the application and designation of the 
County of Tuolumne as the City of Sonora designee for Permanent Local Housing Allocation Program 
(PLHA) for the 2019-2023 contract term.  

 

DISCUSSION 
 

The City of Sonora has previously taken action and approved the PLHA Plan for 2019-2023 in 
coordination with the County of Tuolumne. To access the funding provided during this planning term, 
the City of Sonora, by designation to the County of Tuolumne, will be required to submit an application 
to access the funding allocated by the State through the PLHA. In order to complete this process, the 
City is required to adopt the attached resolution providing designation of the application funding to the 
County of Tuolumne and to submit the PLHA Application. This is the final step in accessing the PLHA 
funding and will provide the City of Sonora with funding for Homeless Service Case Management/ 
Supportive Services for the period of 2019-2023 funding allocations as outlined in the approved PLHA 
Plan.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

No impact to the City of Sonora, costs are covered by the PLHA funding.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

 Resolution 11-07-2022-A 

 
 
 

7

Item 4.



RESOLUTION 11-07-2022-A 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF SONORA 
AUTHORIZING FOR THE APPLICATION AND DESIGNATION OF THE COUNTY OF 

TUOLUMNE AS THE CITY OF SONORA DESIGNEE FOR PERMANENT LOCAL 
HOUSING ALLOCATION PROGRAM FOR THE 2019-2023 CONTRACT TERM. 

 

The City of Sonora hereby consents to, adopts, and ratifies the following:
 

WHEREAS the Department is authorized to provide up to $335 million under the SB 2 
Permanent Local Housing Allocation Program Formula Component from the Building 
Homes and Jobs Trust Fund for assistance to Cities and Counties (as described in 
Health and Safety Code section 50470 et seq. (Chapter 364, Statutes of 2017 (SB 2)); and 

 

WHEREAS the State of California (the “State”), Department of Housing and 
Community Development (“Department”) issued a Notice of Funding Availability 
(“NOFA”) dated 8/17/2022 under the Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA) 
Program; and 

 

WHEREAS the City of Sonora is an eligible Local government who has applied for 
program funds to administer one or more eligible activities, or a Local or Regional 
Housing Trust Fund to whom an eligible Local government delegated its PLHA 
formula allocation; and 

 

WHEREAS the Department may approve funding allocations for PLHA Program, 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Guidelines, NOFA, Program requirements, 
the Standard Agreement, and other contracts between the Department and PLHA grant 
recipients. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. If Applicant receives a grant of PLHA funds from the Department pursuant to the 
above referenced PLHA NOFA, it represents and certifies that it will use all such 
funds in a manner consistent and in compliance with all applicable state and federal 
statutes, rules, regulations, and laws, including without limitation all rules and laws 
regarding the PLHA Program, as well as any and all contracts Applicant may have 
with the Department. 

 

2. Applicant is hereby authorized and directed to receive a PLHA grant, in an amount 
not to exceed the five-year estimate of the PLHA formula allocations, as stated in 
Appendix C of the current NOFA $ 548,568 in accordance with all applicable rules 
and laws. 
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3. Applicant hereby agrees to use the PLHA funds for eligible activities as approved 
by the Department and in accordance with all Program requirements, Guidelines, 
other rules and laws, as well as in a manner consistent and in compliance with the 
Standard Agreement and other contracts between the Applicant and the 
Department. 

 

4. Pursuant to Section 302(c)(4) of the Guidelines, Applicant’s PLHA Plan for the 2019-
2023 Allocations is attached to this resolution, and Applicant hereby adopts this 
PLHA Plan and certifies compliance with all public notice, public comment, and 
public hearing requirements in accordance with the Guidelines. 

 

5. Applicant certifies that it has designated the County of Tuolumne to submit an 

application on its behalf and administer the PLHA grant award for the formula allocation of 
PLHA funds, pursuant to Guidelines Section 300(c) and 300(d), and the legally binding 
agreement between the recipient of the PLHA funds and the Applicant is submitted with the 
PLHA application. 

 

6. Applicant provides that the County of Tuolumne will certify that it has or will 
subgrant some or all of its PLHA funds to another entity or entities. Pursuant to 
Guidelines Section 302(c)(3), “entity” means a housing developer or program 
operator, but does not mean an administering Local government to whom a Local 
government may delegate its PLHA allocation. 

 

7. Applicant provides that the County of Tuolumne will certify that its selection process 
of these subgrantees was or will be accessible to the public and avoided or shall 
avoid any conflicts of interest. 

 

8. Pursuant to Applicant’s certification in this resolution, the PLHA funds will be 
expended only for eligible Activities and consistent with all program requirements as 
outlined in the approved PLHA plan as submitted and/or amended. 

 

9. Applicant provides that the County of Tuolumne will certify that, if funds are used for 
the acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of for-sale housing projects or units 
within for-sale housing projects, the grantee shall record a deed restriction against 
the property that will ensure compliance with one of the requirements stated in 
Guidelines Section 302(c)(6)(A),(B) and (C). 

 

10. Applicant provides that the County of Tuolumne will certify that, if funds are used for 
the development of an Affordable Rental Housing Development, the Local 
government shall make PLHA assistance in the form of a low-interest, deferred loan 
to the Sponsor of the Project, and such loan shall be evidenced through a 
Promissory Note secured by a Deed of Trust and a Regulatory Agreement shall 
restrict occupancy and rents in accordance with a Local government-approved 
underwriting of the Project for a term of at least 55 years. 

 

11. Applicant shall be subject to the terms and conditions as specified in the Standard 
Agreement, the PLHA Program Guidelines and any other applicable SB 2 
Guidelines published by the Department. 
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12. The City Administrator is/are authorized to execute the PLHA Program Application, Agreements 
and/or any subsequent amendments or modifications thereto, as well as any other documents 
which are related to the Program or the PLHA grant awarded to Applicant, Designee, or others 
as the Department may deem appropriate. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City of Sonora on this 7th day of 
November 2022, by the following vote: 

 

 

 

AYES:  ___________________________________________ 
 
NOES: ___________________________________________ 
 
EXCUSED/:   ___________________________________________ 
ABSENT 

 
 
APPROVED: 
 
_________________________________ 
Mark Plummer, 
Mayor of the City of Sonora 

 
 

 

 

ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Tracy Skelly 
City Clerk of the City of Sonora 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

MEETING DATE: November 7, 2022 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Melissa Eads, City Administrator 

SUBJECT: Tuolumne Stanislaus Integrated Regional Water Management Authority (IRWMA) 
Regional Turf Replacement Program 

RECOMMENDATION 

Consider approval of the grant proposal submitted by the Tuolumne Stanislaus Integrated Regional 
Water Management Authority (IRWMA) to support a turf replacement project in Rotary Park.

DISCUSSION 
The Department of Water Resources- Community Drought Relief Program has announced a solicitation 

package for projects replacing traditional turf with drought tolerant landscape. The total available 

funding for this solicitation is $38 million statewide.  

The proposed project, Tuolumne Stanislaus IRWMA Regional Turf Replacement Program, was written 

and sponsored by our partners with IRWMA and is a collaboration of agencies planning and 

implementing turf replacement in public parks and spaces in the Upper Tuolumne and Stanislaus River 

Watersheds.  

The purpose of the project is to provide drought relief, water use efficiency, and improve water supply 

reliability to the Tuolumne Stanislaus IRWM Region. The project’s focus is public parks and sports 

fields that can be converted to drought tolerant and native landscaping or drought tolerant ground 

cover. The project will save an estimated 4.26-acre feet annually in water and preserve community 

spaces that are important to residents of all ages.  

Each park or public space will have a plan developed to convert turf to either drought tolerant and 

native landscaping or to drought tolerant ground cover based on the utilization of those spaces. Initial 

coordination has identified an estimated 645,500 square feet of turf that can be converted. The 

planning process will include public engagement and at least one public workshop to be held by the 

partner agency implementing the project. For example, the City of Sonora will work with a landscape 

architect to develop draft options for their community park and will hold a workshop where City 

residents can engage in planning and provide input on landscape design. 

With the completion of public workshops, the finalized plans will include upgraded irrigation to match 

the types of plants and landscaping to be implemented. Sport fields will be evaluated and will have 

plans developed that, at a minimum, upgrade their irrigation systems and where possible change to 

drought tolerant high traffic species of ground cover. Each partner will be responsible for the 

implementation of the conversion at their park and the final component of the project will be the 

installation of educational signage at each public space. Designs will also be vetted with Law 

Enforcement to identify any public safety concerns with design alternatives.  
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The partners in this collaboration are Tuolumne County, City of Sonora, Groveland Community 

Services District, Twain Harte Community Services District, and Tuolumne Utilities District.  

All the public spaces identified in this project are located in disadvantaged communities and would 

struggle to make the proposed changes without the assistance of grant funding. Implementation of turf 

replacement at a regional scale will increase resilience to drought and improve regional water supply. 

The project will also increase education of climate appropriate plants and landscapes by becoming 

examples in public spaces with signage providing information on how to implement practices at home.  

The project is expected to begin in the Spring of 2023. Award Announcements are anticipated 

December 2022- March 2023.  

FISCAL IMPACT 

The total estimated cost for the regional application is approximately $4 million. IRWMA staff will 

prepare individual cost estimates based upon announcement of a funding award. Staff is not 

proposing a general fund contribution to this grant. Staff time will be required for project management 

and oversight. It is expected that the City Administrator will have this responsibility, given the staffing 

shortage affecting Community Development and Engineering. IRWMA has also pledged to lend staff 

support.  

The project will leverage the Caltrans Active Transportation Grant award in the amount of $5.018 

million for the City Goldrush Trail Project which includes a trail improvement though Rotary Park from 

Stockton Road connecting to Dragoon Gulch.  

Currently, the City spends approximately $9,000 a year in water costs, maintenance costs have not 

been identified. 

12

Item 5.



 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 

MEETING DATE: November 7, 2022 

TO: City Council Members 

FROM: Rachelle Kellogg, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Ordinance 887 – Chapter 15.28, Signs 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
Introduce by title Ordinance No. 887, amending Chapter 15.28, Signs, of Title 15, Buildings and 
Construction, of the Sonora Municipal Code by repealing it in its entirety and replacing it with a new 
Chapter 15.28, Signs, and waive the first reading. 
 
 

DISCUSSION 

The City’s first sign regulations were adopted in 1972 and have had occasional revisions since 
adoption.  While City staff has been maintaining and consistently applying interpretation to the sign 
standards it is seemingly outdated and is difficult to interpret by City staff and the public, leaving 
expectations unclear to applicants.  Staff also finds the existing sign regulations to be a bit limiting in 
today’s standards.  As such, the existing Staff was driven to develop an ordinance that is more 
business friendly and easier to interpret, benefiting both the public and staff.  The draft ordinance for 
review achieves this goal thus better serving the City.   
 
Signs have the capability of structuring the outward view of the City and special areas or districts within 

the City. Signs can be implemented not only in business, but in historical settings, parks, avenues, 

places of interest, and many more significant identifiers of a City. The structure, materials, balance of 

artistic and formed features, all provide for a feeling of “place” within cities and can play a large roll in 

how a City wants to be viewed by the public, by both citizens and passerby alike. The draft sign 

ordinance seeks to preserve the feeling of Sonora as the historic town while also providing new 

businesses opportunities to thrive through adequate signage allowances and standards. The attached 

comparison table compares the current ordinance and the draft ordinance, which helps better 

understand the changes proposed and clarity provided in the update.  The draft sign ordinance takes 

on a more prescriptive approach to standards, clearly outlining the standards of signs according to the 

zoning district in which they will reside.  Having sign regulations that are readable increases efficiency 

with processing sign permit applications through removing unclear expectations from applicants.  

 

At their October 11, 2022 Planning Commission Meeting, the item was presented as a discussion item 

to provide the public an opportunity to comment and ask question about the proposed text amendment.  

Notices about the meeting where provided to the media, posted to social media as well as the City’s 

website.  Two members of the public attended the meeting.  Staff noted and evaluated the comments 

received and some minor modifications to the draft ordinance were made. 

CEQA DETERMINATION:   
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The project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 

15061(3), Common Sense Exemption, of the CEQA Guidelines, which exempts an activity that has no 

potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

None 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Public Hearing Notice 
2. Draft Ordinance 887 
3. Comparison Table 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Sonora City will conduct a 
public hearing at 5:00 PM, or shortly thereafter, on the 7th day of November 2022, in the 
Sonora City Council Chambers, 94 North Washington Street, Sonora, CA for the purpose of 
considering the following: 
 

1. Code Amendment.  Title 17 Text Amendment –Signs Text amendment to Title 15, 
Buildings and Construction, of the Sonora Municipal Code, amending Chapter 15.28, 
Signs, by repealing it in its entirety and replacing it with a new Chapter 15.28, Signs.  

 
This meeting will be held in accordance with Government Code Section 52953(E) and the 
City of Sonora City Council Resolution No. 05-16-2022-A.  This meeting is physically open to 
the public or members of the public may participate in the meeting via video conferencing.  
The posted meeting agenda will include the phone number and passcode needed to 
participate in the teleconference.  Pursuant to State law, challenges in court to actions on the 
above proposal may be limited to issues raised during public hearings or meetings conducted 
on the matter, or in correspondence submitted prior to the start of the meeting.   
 
The above text amendment is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
pursuant to Section 15061(3) Common Sense Exemption which exempts an activity that has 
no potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 
 
The project staff report will be available for review at the City of Sonora Community 
Development Department, 94 North Washington Street, Sonora CA 95370, Monday through 
Friday, between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00PM or on the City’s website at 
www.sonoraca.com..  Questions regarding the project may be directed to Community 
Development Director Rachelle Kellogg at (209) 532-3508 ext. #2. 
 
Upon request, the agenda and the documents in the meeting agenda packet can be made 
available to persons with a disability.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
the City encourages those with disabilities to participate fully in the meeting process.  Any 
person requiring special assistance to participate in the meeting should call 209-532-4541 at 
least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting. 
   

Rachelle Kellogg 
Community Development Director 
 

-v- 
 

Publication Date:  October 28, 2022 The Union Democrat 
Sonora, CA 
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Ordinance 887 

Signs 

Page 1 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 887 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SONORA 

AMENDING CHAPTER 15.28, SIGNS, OF TITLE 15, BUILDINGS AND 

CONSTRUCTION, OF THE SONORA MUNICIPAL CODE BY REPEALING IT IN ITS 

ENTIRETY AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW CHAPTER 15.28, SIGNS  
 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Chapter 15.28, Signs, is to establish procedures for regulating signs 

including type, size, location, and construction standards; and 

 

WHEREAS, signs should serve primarily to identify the general nature of an establishment or to 

direct attention to a project, activity, place, person, organization or enterprise; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the existing sign regulations are outdated, over burdensome to City businesses, and 

difficult to implement; and  

  

WHEREAS, the proposed new Chapter 15.28 clearly outlines the standards for signs, making it 

easier for both businesses and City staff to interpret and expediting the permit processing time. 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposed new Chapter 15.28 provides standards to safeguard life, health, property, 

and public welfare in keeping with the character of the City and its historic area. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF SONORA CITY COUNCIL DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  
 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Chapter 15.28, Signs, of Title 15, Buildings and Construction, of the Sonora 

Municipal Code shall be repealed in its entirety (striked through text below) and replaced with a new Chapter 15.28, 

Signs, which shall read as shown below:    
 

Chapter 15.28 

 Signs 
 

15.28.010 Intent And Purpose 

15.28.020 Definitions 

15.28.030 Permit; Exception 

15.28.040 Wind Sign 

15.28.050 Animated Sign 

15.28.060 Sound 

15.28.070 Flashing Lights 

15.28.080 Window Sign; Allowable Area 

15.28.090 A-Type And Movable Freestanding Signs 

15.28.095 Vehicular Signs 

15.28.100 Canopy Sign; Allowable Area 

15.28.110 Sign Projecting Over Public Property; Clearance 

15.28.120 Installation And Wiring 
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Ordinance 887 

Signs 

Page 2 

 

15.28.130 Application For Permit 

15.28.135 (Reserved) 

15.28.140 Vacant Parcel Signs 

15.28.150 Exceptions 

15.28.160 Additionally Prohibited Signs And Locations 

15.28.165 Additional Sign Requirements; Historic Area 

15.28.170 Lighted Sign; Intensity In Zones R-1, R-2 And R-3 

15.28.180 Residential District Provisions 

15.28.190 Freestanding Sign 

15.28.200 Wall Sign 

15.28.210 Projecting Signs 

15.28.220 Roof Signs 

15.28.230 Special Purpose Signs 

15.28.240 Directory Sign 

15.28.250 Construction Project Sign 

15.28.260 On-Site Directional Sign 

15.28.270 House Or Business Flag And Banner 

15.28.280 Noncommercial Signs 

15.28.290 Nameplate 

15.28.295 Historical Marker 

15.28.300 Subdivision Sign 

15.28.310 Special Service Sign 

15.28.311 Theater Sign 

15.28.320 Combination Of Types Permitted 

15.28.330 Classification By Building Department 

15.28.340 Construction And Maintenance 

15.28.350 Nonconforming; Removal And Amortization Period 

15.28.360 Nonconforming; Record And Notice 

15.28.370 Nonconforming; Subsequent To Effective Date 

15.28.380 Nonconforming; Abatement 

15.28.390 Nonconforming; Removal By Building Official 

15.28.400 Nonconforming; Modification To Comply With Chapter 

15.28.410 Nonconforming; Declaration Of Nuisance 

15.28.420 Abandoned Sign; Abatement 

15.28.430 Unlawful Sign; Abatement 

15.28.440 Exception Procedure 

15.28.450 Appeal 

15.28.460 Violations; Penalty 
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NOTES 

For statutory provisions authorizing cities to regulate signs and billboards, see Gov. Code §§ 38774 and 65850; for 

further provisions regarding signs, see Chapter 17.44 of this code. 

 

15.28.010 Intent And Purpose 

 

It is the intent of this sign chapter to regulate, preserve and enhance the aesthetic, vehicle and pedestrian traffic safety 

and convenience, and environmental values of our residential neighborhoods and business districts, while at the same 

time providing for channels of communication to the public. It is also the city's intent to regulate on the basis of 

characteristic and proportion of signage. The city finds as to commercial signage that it is in the interest of both 

aesthetics and traffic safety that sign information be kept to a minimum. The use of subordinate information in 

commercial signage such as telephone numbers, lists of products, pictures of products, etc., are discouraged, but may 

be permitted. Where subordinate information exists on commercial signage, the name or use of the business shall be 

the dominant message on the sign. Subordinate information on commercial signage will not be allowed which presents 

a traffic hazard. Noncommercial signs, which rights are constitutionally broader, are permitted unless expressly 

prohibited within this chapter. 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 1, 1972.) 

 

15.28.020 Definitions 

 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to 

them by this section: 

 

A. "A-type sign" means a movable sign, "A" shaped. 

B. "Accessory sign," "business sign," or "on-premises sign" means any sign located on a place of business, 

enterprise, calling or property which is reasonably related to the products or services available to or within 

those premises. 

C. American Flag. The term "sign" does not include the flag of the United States of American or the flag of the 

state of California, nor any support frame or standard which is used exclusively for display of any such flag. 

"American flag" also includes patriotic bunting. 

D. "Anchor store" means having greater than twenty-five thousand square feet of gross leasable area. 

E. "Animated sign" means a sign, or any device designed to attract attention by visual means through the 

movement or semblance of movement of the whole or any part of the sign. 

F. Area of Sign. In computing maximum permissible sign area or display surface, all signs designed to be seen 

from off the premises upon which the sign is located, or proposed to be located, shall be included; provided, 

that only one face of a double face sign shall be included. The structure supporting a sign is not included in 

determining the sign. The area of a sign without a border shall be computed by enclosing the entire sign 

within sets of parallel lines touching the outer limits of the sign message and computing the area thus 

enclosed. 

G. "Awning" means any movable structure attached to a building and projecting over a thoroughfare or 

sidewalk. 

H. "Building area" means the total gross square footage of floor area of building used for commercial, office, 

industrial or quasi-public activities. 

I. "Building department" means the city building department administered by the community development 

director. 
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J. "Building line" means a line established by ordinance beyond which no building may extend. 

K. "Building official" means the city building inspection department administered by the city building inspector. 

L. "Combination sign" means any sign incorporating any combination of features of freestanding sign, sign 

tower, projecting building sign or roof sign. 

M. "Commercial speech" means any message, the prevailing thrust of which is to propose a commercial 

transaction. 

N. "Community directional sign" means a sign placed in the interest of ensuring traffic safety to locate 

community facilities, such as schools, churches, public facilities of the city, county, state or federal agencies, 

as examples. 

O. "Curb line" means the line at the face of the curb nearest to the street or roadway. In the absence of a curb, 

the curb line shall be established by the city engineer. 

P. "Electric sign" means any sign containing electric wiring, but not including signs illuminated by an exterior 

light source. 

Q. "Erect" means to build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend or affix. Such term also includes the painting 

of wall signs. 

R. "Flashing sign" means an illuminated sign in which the artificial light is not maintained in a stationary or 

constant intensity, including changeable message signs where the sign message or graphic is 

replaced/restored from one message or graphic to the next. 

S. "Freestanding sign" means and includes any sign standing on the ground. Such signs are usually, but not 

necessarily, supported from the ground by one or more poles or posts or similar uprights, with or without 

braces. 

T. "Frontage property" means the longest single, lineal dimension of a parcel of property abutting on a public 

street. 

U. "Independent pad" means a separate building or pad in a shopping center located on the perimeter of the 

center adjacent to the streets or major access points, having single or multiple occupancies. 

V. "Marquee" means a permanent, roofed structure attached to and supported by the building. 

W. "Mini-anchor store" means having ten thousand one to twenty-five thousand square feet of gross leasable 

area. 

X. "Mobile sign" or "vehicular sign" means a sign attached to or suspended from any type of vehicle. 

Y. "Nonaccessory sign" or "off-premises sign" means any sign located on a place of business, enterprise, calling 

or property which is not reasonably related to the products or services available to or within those premises. 

Z. "Noncommercial speech" means any message which is not determined to be commercial speech as defined 

herein. 

AA. "Nonconforming sign" means a sign which is validly installed under laws or ordinance in effect prior to the 

effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, but which is in conflict with the provisions of this 

chapter. 

AB. "Permanent sign" means any sign which is intended for continuous display for a period of time greater 

than thirty calendar days. 

AC. "Planning commission" means the planning commission of the city. 

AD. "Projecting building sign" means a sign other than a wall sign which projects from and is 
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supported by a wall or roof of a building, structure, or sign structure, and projects beyond the eaves of a 

building. 

AE. "Real property sign" means an accessory or on-premises sign placed on real property, having a size of four 

square feet or less. 

AF. "Roof sign" means a sign erected upon a roof or parapet of a building or structure and extending above the 

highest portion of the roof or parapet. 

AG. "Shopping center" means an integrated group of commercial establishments which is planned, developed and 

managed as a unit. This can include shops contained in one building or enclosed in a mall and also peripheral 

buildings or pads located on the perimeter of the center adjacent to the streets and major access points. For 

the purposes of this chapter, shopping centers include, but are not necessarily limited to, the Foster Brothers 

Shopping Center, Sonora Plaza, Timberhills Center and the Crossroads. 

AH. "Shops tenant" means having zero to ten thousand square feet of gross leasable area. 

AI. "Sign" means any surface, fabric, device or display which bears lettered, pictorial or sculptured matter, 

including forms shaped to resemble any human, animal or product, designed to convey information visually 

and which is exposed to public view from an out-of-doors position. Included within this definition are various 

types of signs as defined by this chapter. 

AJ. "Sign structure" means the supports, uprights, braces and framework of a sign. 

AK. "Temporary sign" means any sign which is intended for continuous display for a period of time of not more 

than thirty calendar days. Removal of a temporary sign after thirty days, only to then redisplay the sign for 

another thirty days, is inconsistent with the intent of this definition, and the sign would be considered a 

permanent sign. 

AL. "Time and temperature device" means any mechanism that display only the time and/or temperature. 

AM. "Wall sign" means any sign attached to or erected against the wall, roof, or marquee of a building or structure, 

and not extending more than twelve inches beyond the eaves, building face, marquee or highest point on the 

roof. 

AN. "Window sign" means a sign maintained in or painted upon a window. 

AO. "Wind sign" means a flag, pennant, whirligig, or any device which is designed to wave, flutter, rotate or 

display other movement under the influence of wind. 

 

(Ord. 759 § 1, 2005; Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000; Ord. 686 §§ 1, 2, 1993; Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984; Ord. 

432 § 2, 1972.) 

 

Editor’s note—Ord. 432 was adopted with two sections numbered § 2. The first § 2 is codified at § 15.28.020; the 

second § 2 is codified at §§ 15.28.030—15.28.120. 

 

15.28.030 Permit; Exception 

 

No person shall erect any permanent sign within the city without first obtaining a sign permit to do so from the 

building department, except that temporary signs as defined herein and special purpose signs set forth in Section 

15.28.230 are not required to have permits, but shall meet all other requirements of this chapter. 

 

(Ord 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 593 § 2 (part)(A), 1972.) 

 

15.28.040 Wind Sign 
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Wind signs shall be prohibited. (Ord. 

432 § 2(B), 1972.) 

15.28.050 Animated Sign 

Movement or semblance of movement signs shall be prohibited. (Ord. 432 § 

2(C), 1972.) 

15.28.060 Sound 

No sign shall be designed or used for the purpose of emitting sound. (Ord. 

432 § 2(D), 1972.) 

15.28.070 Flashing Lights 

 

No flashing, scintillating or moving signs shall be permitted in any zone. Changeable message signs, as defined in 

subsection 15.28.020(R), shall not be permitted on properties with frontage on the following streets: N. and S. 

Washington Street, N. Highway 49, Stewart Street (south of Cowan), S. Shepherd Street (Jackson to Gold), Stockton 

Street, Mono Way (Restano to Hospital), Sonora Bypass (Stockton to Loop), Bradford Avenue, Linoberg Street, 

Green Street and all cross streets to the streets listed in this section. 

(Ord. 759 § 2, 2005: Ord. 432 § 2(E), 1972.) 

 

15.28.080 Window Sign; Allowable Area 

 

A permanent sign, or combination of permanent signs painted on or attached to windows shall not exceed twenty-five 

percent of the window area and shall be considered part of the allowable sign area. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 2(F), 1972.) 

 

15.28.090 A-Type And Movable Freestanding Signs 

 

A-type and movable freestanding signs are considered to be permanent signs, and shall require the issuance of a permit 

from the building department. One such sign may be placed on each street frontage, provided all of the following 

conditions are met: 

 

A. The sign is not within a vehicular path of travel. If on a sidewalk, placement of the sign shall provide 

for a minimum width of passage of six feet; 

B. The sign is not over sixteen square feet in size nor over five feet in height; 

C. The sign is securely attached to the ground, a post or a wall to prevent overturning or movement; 

D. If the sign is placed on public property, insurance requirements of the city must be met. 

 

(Ord. 686 § 3, 1993: Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 2(G), 1972.) 

15.28.095 Vehicular Signs 

 

Unless otherwise provided for in this code, no person shall park any vehicle on a public right-of-way or in a location 

on private property which is visible from a public right-of-way which as attached thereto or suspended therefrom any 

sign, except a sign painted directly upon, magnetically affixed to or permanently affixed to the body or other integral 

part of the vehicle. 
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(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 730, 1997: Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984.) 

15.28.100 Canopy Sign; Allowable Area 

 

Signs painted on or affixed to canopies which are a part of a building shall be considered part of the total allowable 

area of wall signs for the wall from which the canopy projects, including hanging curtains. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 2(H), 1972.) 

 

15.28.110 Sign Projecting Over Public Property; Clearance 

 

Wherever it is determined by the city that the projecting portions of the sign or sign structure will interfere with the 

use by the city of the public area into which such sign or sign structure projects, such sign shall have a minimum eight 

feet clearance from the ground and be subject to the provisions of Section 15.28.210B. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 2(I), 1972.) 

 

15.28.120 Installation And Wiring 

 

Signs shall be installed and wired pursuant to the uniform building codes adopted by, and in effect in, the city.1 

(Ord. 432 § 2(J), 1972.) 

 

NOTES 

1 For provisions regarding the adoption of Uniform Building Codes in effect, see Chapter 15.04 of this code. 

 

15.28.130 Application For Permit 

 

A. An application for a permit for each sign shall be made to the building department on a form provided by 

the department. 

B. The permit fee for each application for each sign shall be based on the fees prescribed in the Uniform 

Building Code currently in effect and adopted by the city. 

C. The building department will issue the permit to the applicant upon determination that compliance with the 

requirements of this chapter have been met, and the prescribed permit fee has been paid. 

D. The building department will make the necessary inspection to ascertain that such sign or signs comply with 

the requirements of this chapter and applicable laws. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 3, 1972.) 

 

15.28.135 (Reserved) 

 

Editor’s note—Ord. No. 791, § A.1, adopted May 3, 2010, repealed § 15.28.135, which pertained to permits and 

design review required and derived from Ord. 694, § 1, adopted in 1994 and Ord. 686, § 4, adopted in 1993. 

 

15.28.140 Vacant Parcel Signs 

Nonaccessory or off-premises signs on vacant parcels are prohibited. 
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(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 4, 1972.) 

15.28.150 Exceptions 

 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit any sign prescribed or required by law; or any official automobile 

testing sign; or any sign used by a public agency or utility to protect the health, safety or welfare, or promote the 

convenience of the general public; or any traffic control device or warning sign; or any notice posted by any lawful 

officer. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 5, 1972.) 

 

15.28.160 Additionally Prohibited Signs And Locations 

 

A. All signs shall comply with the following location requirements: 

1. No sign shall be erected in such a manner that it will or may reasonably be expected to interfere 

with, obstruct, confuse or mislead traffic, excepting such signs placed by a public agency for control 

of traffic by vehicles or pedestrians. 

2. No sign shall be placed in any manner, or be maintained on any fence. 

3. No signs shall be affixed to trees or shrubs. 

 

B. Signs which rotate, move, flash, blink, or appear to do any of the foregoing, including changeable message 

signs as described in subsection 15.28.020(R), shall be prohibited unless required by law or utilized and 

operated by a proper governmental agency, or as provided by Section 

15.28.070. This prohibition shall not apply to the following types of signs: 

1. A sign changing so as to only show time and/or temperature; 

2. An on-the-premises barber pole not to exceed thirty inches in length, which shall be permitted to 

revolve only during business hours. 

C. Unless otherwise provided for by state law or this code, nonaccessory signs shall be prohibited. (Ord. 759 

§ 3, 2005; Ord. 682 § 1, 1992; Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 6, 1972.) 

15.28.165 Additional Sign Requirements; Historic Area 

 

In addition to the sign requirements of this chapter, the following considerations shall apply to signs proposed within 

the historic area as defined by Section 17.32.030 of this code. 

 

A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide guidance to applicants in the design, construction, and 

placement of signs located in the historic area. It is intended that signs protect and enhance the historic 

atmosphere of the downtown commercial area. The general concepts and specific criteria detailed below will 

be the basis for city staff's action on said signs. 

B. General Concepts. The following general concepts are drawn from Preservation Brief 25 of the Technical 

Preservation Services, Heritage Preservation Services Division, National Park Service, and are to be 

followed when designing and constructing new signs in the historic area: 

1. Signs are everywhere. And everywhere they play an important role in human activity. They identify. 

They direct and decorate. They promote, inform, and advertise. Signs are essentially social. They 

name a human activity, and often identify who is doing it. Signs allow the owner to communicate 

with the reader, and the people inside a building to communicate with those outside of it. 

23

Item 6.

https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.150_Exceptions
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.160_Additionally_Prohibited_Signs_And_Locations
https://sonora.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances&name=15.28.165_Additional_Sign_Requirements%3B_Historic_Area


Ordinance 887 

Signs 

Page 9 

 

2. Signs should be viewed as part of an overall graphics program for the building upon which the sign 

is to be placed. They do not have to do all the "work" by themselves. The building's form, name, and 

outstanding features, both decorative and functional, also support the advertising function of a sign. 

Signs should work with the building, rather than against it. 

3. Signs should respect the size, scale and design of the building. Often features or details of the 

building will suggest a motif for new signs. 

4. Sign placement is important. New signs should not obscure significant features of the building. 

5. Signs should also respect neighboring buildings. They should not shadow or overpower adjacent 

structures. 

6. Sign materials should be compatible with those of the building. Materials characteristic of the 

building's period and style, used in contemporary designs, can form effective signs. 

7. Signs should be attached to the building carefully, both to prevent damage to historic fabric, and to 

ensure the safety of pedestrians. 

 

C. Specific Considerations. The following specific considerations are to be made when designing and 

constructing new signs in the historic area: 

1. Signs within the historic area shall contribute to the historic atmosphere and design character of their 

setting. The planning commission may allow signs in the historic area when such signs are part of a 

unified design plan which furthers the purpose and general concepts of this section. 

2. Wood is the preferred material of construction, although other materials such as metal, foam board 

or shapes, or combinations of materials are permissible provided that, in the opinion of the planning 

commission, the general concepts are in compliance. Plastic is not an allowed material of 

construction in the historic area. 

3. Non-illuminated or exterior illuminated signs are permissible. Exterior illuminated backlit signs are 

permissible with a minimum opaque area of sixty-five percent of the sign face. Interior illuminated 

signs of any type or size are not allowed. 

4. Lighting for exterior illuminated signs shall be so arranged that it will not create a hazardous glare 

for pedestrians or vehicles in a public street or on any private premises. Each sign shall be designed 

so that illumination does not exceed ten candlepower at a distance of ten feet from the sign. 

5. Temporary signs, as defined by this chapter, may be permitted upon the review and approval of the 

building department and shall be limited to one time only not to exceed thirty days. A single, thirty 

day extension may be granted by the building department if the applicant is timely pursuing 

development, processing, construction or installation of permanent signage. 

6. Banner signs displayed as a temporary sign are acceptable provided they are approved by the above. 

Banner signs displayed as permanent signs, as defined by this chapter, shall not be allowed. 

7. The minimum clearance between the lowest point of a sign and the grade immediately below shall 

be eight feet. The minimum horizontal distance between a sign and the curb line shall be two feet. 

The maximum projection over a public sidewalk shall be two-thirds the width or six feet, whichever 

is less. 

8. The city staff shall provide to appropriate advisory agencies notification of an application for a sign 

permit in the historic area. Advisory agencies shall have ten days from the date 
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on the notification to provide comment on the proposed sign. City staff will advise the applicant of 

any comments received, and work with the applicant on changes as determined to be appropriate 

consistent with the specific criteria. The city staff may then determine whether to issue the permit, 

issue with revisions, or deny the permit. 

 

(Ord. 791, § B. 2, C. 3, 5-3-2010; Ord. 779, 12-3-2007; Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000; Ord. 694 § 2, 1994.) 

 

15.28.170 Lighted Sign; Intensity In Zones R-1, R-2 And R-3 

 

Lighted signs in zones R-1, R-2, and R-3 shall not have intensity of more than seventy foot-lamberts. (Ord. 432 § 7, 

1972.) 

15.28.180 Residential District Provisions 

 

No sign shall be erected in any residential district except as provided in this section. 

 

A. Churches and quasi-public organizations may erect signs on the premises identifying the premises 

or announcing activities thereon. 

B. In all residential districts, signs may be erected identifying the property or building on which the sign is 

situated. 

C. Certain special purpose signs may be erected in residential districts in compliance with the provisions 

of Sections 15.28.230 through 15.28.310. 

D. Except as otherwise provided in Sections 15.28.230 through 15.28.310, wall signs in residential districts 

shall be prohibited. Freestanding signs shall not exceed ten square feet. 

E. In residential districts, there shall be no more than one free-standing sign for each frontage. No projecting 

or roof signs shall be erected in residential districts. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 8, 1972.) 

 

15.28.190 Freestanding Sign 

 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, every freestanding sign shall comply with the requirements of this 

section. 

 

A. Five Feet or Under. Freestanding signs five feet or less in height shall be permitted in all districts within 

the limitations set forth in this section. 

1. The maximum area of such signs in the C, CO, CG, PD and ML zones is thirty-two square feet; in 

the RE, R-1, R-2 and R-3 zones, ten square feet. 

2. Every sign shall be wholly on the owner's property and shall not be permitted on publicly used 

vehicular or pedestrian ways. 

 

B. Over Five Feet in Height. Freestanding signs over five feet in height shall be permitted only in C, CO, CG, 

ML and PD zones, and subject to the limitations set forth in this section. 

1. The maximum area of such signs shall be thirty-two square feet. 

2. Location. Freestanding signs may project over public property, or public vehicular or pedestrian 

easements or ways, a distance determined by the clearance of the bottoms thereof above the level of 

the sidewalk or grade of the public property or easement or way immediately below as set forth in 

the following: 
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a. A clearance less than eight feet is not permitted; 

b. For a clearance of eight feet, the maximum projection is one foot; 

c. For a clearance of eight feet to fourteen feet, the maximum projection is one foot plus six 

inches for each foot of clearance in excess of eight feet; 

d. For a clearance over fourteen feet, the maximum projection is four feet; 

e. No sign shall project within two feet of the curb line. 

 

3. The structural support for such signs shall be wholly on the owner's property. No freestanding sign 

shall exceed thirty-five feet in height. 

 

C. Number. 

1. There may be one freestanding sign for each frontage. In the case of shopping centers and other 

multiple occupancies having a common frontage, the frontage shall be deemed to be that of the 

shopping center or commonly used parcel and not the frontage of the individual business or 

occupancy. 

2. For each frontage with street access, a shopping center may have one freestanding sign, not to exceed 

forty square feet, giving the common name of the center. In addition, the sign may incorporate area 

of up to fifteen hundredths of one percent of the gross leasable area of the center, but not to exceed 

three hundred square feet of sign area, to serve the needs of center tenants. Within said sign area 

may be placed any number or combination of tenants, as long as the individual tenant signs are no 

larger than thirty-two square feet, or smaller than sixteen square feet, in area. The minimum sign 

letter size is to be five inches. No tenants may have a separate freestanding sign unless that tenant is 

located on an independent pad. An independent pad may have one freestanding sign not to exceed 

thirty-two square feet in area and twelve feet in height. An independent pad may incorporate its sign 

on the shopping center sign in-lieu of a freestanding sign on the pad. 

 

D. Construction. Every freestanding sign shall be constructed wholly of metal, wood, fire-resistant plastic or 

other approved material. 

 

(Ord. 754 § 2, 2002; Ord. 686 § 5, 1993; Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 9, 1972.) 

 

15.28.200 Wall Sign 

 

Every wall sign shall comply with the requirements of this section. 

 

A. Area. 

1. The maximum wall sign area for each building frontage, in a C, CO, CG, ML or PD zone, shall not 

exceed twenty percent of the total frontage wall area, but not to exceed ninety square feet. 

2. The wall sign area allowed to separate occupancies in multiple story buildings will be in direct 

proportion to their part of the total wall area. 

3. One square foot of wall sign shall be allowed for each lineal foot of frontage of multiple business 

occupancies with individual entrances, in a single building, however, not to exceed a maximum of 

thirty square feet, but with a maximum of fifteen square feet being allowed for any occupancy less 

than fifteen lineal feet of frontage. 

4. In the case of shopping centers, for major anchor stores, the wall sign area allowed shall be no more 

than three percent of the total wall frontage area. All other provisions of this 
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code for wall signs shall apply for shops building tenants and independent pads. 

 

B. Height. No part of any wall sign shall extend above the top level of the wall upon or in front of which it is 

situated. Any such sign which is suspended or projects over any public walkway or wall area shall have an 

overhead clearance of at least eight feet. 

C. Thickness or Projection. No wall sign, including any light box or other structural part, shall project more 

than twelve inches from the building face. 

D. Number. There may be any number of wall signs for each building frontage, but in no case shall the total 

wall sign area for each frontage exceed area limitations. 

 

(Ord. 686 § 6, 1993; Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 468 § 1, 1974; Ord. 432 § 10, 1972.) 

 

15.28.210 Projecting Signs 

 

A. Area. For projecting signs in C, CO, CG, ML or PD zones, the total allowable area of such sign shall not 

exceed thirty square feet. 

B. Height. No projecting sign shall extend above the top level of the wall upon or in front of which it is situated. 

In the case of buildings having sloping roofs, no such sign shall extend above the roof ridge. Any such sign 

which projects over public property shall have a clearance of eight feet above the ground, and a fourteen-

foot clearance above vehicle-ways. 

C. Location. Projecting signs may project over public property, public vehicular or pedestrian easements or 

ways a distance determined by the clearance of the bottoms thereof above the level of the sidewalk or grade 

immediately below, as set forth in subsection B2 of Section 15.28.190. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 11, 1972.) 

 

15.28.220 Roof Signs 

 

Roof signs shall not be allowed in any zone. (Ord. 432 

§ 12, 1972.) 

15.28.230 Special Purpose Signs 

 

In addition to any other permitted sign or signs, signs for the special purposes set forth in Sections 

15.28.240 through 15.28.311 shall be permitted as provided therein. (Ord. 

593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1), 1972.) 

15.28.240 Directory Sign 

 

In all zones where group occupancies in office buildings are permitted, director signs may be erected. To advance the 

city's interest in ensuring vehicle and pedestrian traffic safety and convenience, such signs may display the occupant 

names, particular profession or business, or room or suite number. Such signs may have an areas of four square feet 

plus one square foot per name, in no event to exceed sixteen square feet. 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(a), 1972.) 

 

15.28.250 Construction Project Sign 
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A. Signs may be erected in conjunction with construction projects. 

B. In all zones, such signs shall not exceed six square feet in area, and no freestanding sign shall exceed five 

feet in height. 

C. All such signs shall be removed before a final release on the construction is given by the building official. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(b), 1972.) 

 

15.28.260 On-Site Directional Sign 

 

A. Directional signs may be erected for the purpose of facilitating or controlling the efficient or safe movement 

of pedestrians or vehicles on or onto private property and shall be located on the property to which they 

pertain. 

B. A maximum of two on-site directional signs per drive approach shall be allowed. 

C. Such signs shall not exceed an area of six square feet. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000; Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(c), 1972.) 

 

15.28.270 House Or Business Flag And Banner 

 

Each separate business or residence may display, only in conjunction with the display of the United States flag, or in 

conjunction with the display of the United States flag and governmental flags, one house or business flag or banner; 

provided, however, that the United States flag and any other government flag shall be displayed in an approved 

manner, and that the house or business flag shall be displayed in a similar manner, and is not larger than the United 

States flag. 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(d), 1972.) 

 

15.28.280 Noncommercial Signs 

 

Noncommercial signs may be erected in conformity with this chapter in all zones, on a temporary basis only. In each 

instance and under the same conditions to which this chapter permits any sign, a sign containing an ideological, 

political or other noncommercial message and constructed to the same physical dimensions and character shall be 

permitted. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(e), 1972.) 

 

15.28.290 Nameplate 

 

One nameplate or marker shall be allowed for each dwelling unit, not to exceed one square foot in area. (Ord. 746 § 1 

(part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(f), 1972.) 

15.28.295 Historical Marker 

 

A historical marker erected to commemorate the history of a building or structure, not larger than four square feet, is 

permitted in any zone. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984.) 

 

15.28.300 Subdivision Sign 

 

Approved subdivision signs may be erected under the following conditions: 
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A. Not more than two such signs shall be allowed per subdivision unit. 

B. No such sign shall exceed ten square feet in area. 

C. No such sign shall be illuminated. 

D. Such signs shall be removed when all lots and houses in the subdivision have been sold. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000; Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(g), 1972.) 

 

15.28.310 Special Service Sign 

 

A. In conjunction with drive-in businesses offering fuel, food or lodging, an additional sign area allowance not 

to exceed ten square feet shall be permitted for special services provided on site. 

B. In conjunction with businesses providing motor fuels for sale, an additional sign area allowance for pricing 

signs shall be sixteen square feet per side for each brand of fuel or "no brand," and each condition of sale 

available on the premises. The pricing signs may be placed as one separate freestanding sign for each street 

frontage, as an addition to an existing freestanding sign, or as permanent signs at the ends and each side of 

each pump island or aisle. In addition, a condition of sale sign no larger than six square feet may be placed 

at the ends and each side of each pump island or aisle which provides a different condition of sale from other 

pump islands or aisles. All pricing signs placed under this section shall be mounted in accordance with all 

other provisions of this chapter. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000; Ord. 581, 1983: Ord. 432 § 13(A)(1)(h), 1972.) 

 

15.28.311 Theater Sign 

 

Changeable or electronic reader board area of not more than thirty-two square feet shall be permitted for each theater 

screen or stage. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 503, 1976.) 

 

15.28.320 Combination Of Types Permitted 

 

There may be permitted, for each place of business or occupancy, a combination of not more than two types of signs; 

freestanding, wall or projecting. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 14, 1972.) 

15.28.330 Classification By Building Department 

 

Every sign erected or proposed to be erected shall be classified by the building department in accordance 

with the sign standards and criteria as defined by this chapter. 

 

(Ord. 746 § 1 (part), 2000: Ord. 432 § 15, 1972.) 

 

15.28.340 Construction And Maintenance 

 

A. The appropriate provisions of the building code in effect at time of construction shall apply to the 

construction of signs. 

B. Signs and sign structures shall be maintained at all times in a state of good repair. 

C. Without limiting the foregoing, no person shall maintain or permit to be maintained on any premises owned 

or controlled by him, any sign which is in a sagging, leaning, fallen, decayed, 
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deteriorated, or other dilapidated or unsafe condition, as determined by the building official. 

D. All signs and sign structures shall be constructed, installed or erected with more than a six-foot horizontal 

and a twelve-foot vertical clearance to energized electrical power lines. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 16, 1972.) 

 

15.28.350 Nonconforming; Removal And Amortization Period 

 

A. It is the intent of Sections 15.28.350 through 15.28.410 to balance the benefit to the public with the loss to 

the owner in having a nonconforming sign(s) removed. 

B. Any sign which is nonconforming with the requirements of this chapter, either by use permit previously 

granted or by conformance to the existing sign regulations at the time initial permit for such sign was issued, 

shall either be removed or brought within the requirements of this chapter no later than July 1, 1984. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 506, 1977; Ord. 432 § 17 (A)(1), 1972.) 

15.28.360 Nonconforming; Record And Notice 

 

A. Within four years of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, the building official shall 

complete a list of the signs which as of that date do not conform to the provisions of this chapter, and file 

such list in his office. Upon any annexation to the city, a like list will be made. 

B. Within six months after said filing, the building official shall cause to be mailed, to the owners of property 

and the proprietor of premises on which nonconforming signs are located, notice of the existence of such 

nonconforming signs and the time within which the same must be made to conform to this chapter, or be 

abated. 

C. For purposes of such notification, the last known name and address of the owner of the property in question 

shall be used, as shown on the last equalized assessment roll of the county. 

D. Notification to such owner of the property shall be deemed to be notification to the owner of the sign in 

question. 

E. The mailing of such notice shall be made by registered or certified United States mail. The failure of the 

owner to receive the same shall in no way impair the effectiveness of the provisions of this chapter, or the 

validity of any proceedings taken thereunder for the abatement of any such sign. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 17(A)(2), 1972.) 

 

15.28.370 Nonconforming; Subsequent To Effective Date 

 

A. Any sign which became nonconforming subsequent to the effective date of adoption of Ordinance No. 432, 

either by reason of the annexation to the city of territory upon which the sign is located, or the amendment 

of this chapter to render such sign as nonconforming or otherwise, shall also be subject to the provisions 

thereof. 

B. The period within which such sign must be abated as provided in subsection B of Section 15.28.350, shall 

commence to run on the effective date of such annexation or of such amendment, or the date upon which the 

sign otherwise becomes nonconforming, not to exceed five years. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 17(A)(3), 1972.) 
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15.28.380 Nonconforming; Abatement 

 

Nonconforming signs shall either be made to conform to the provisions of this chapter, or abated within the applicable 

period of time set forth in this chapter. In the event they are not so abated, the building official shall order the same 

abated by the owner of the property on which such sign is located, and/or any other person or corporation known to 

be responsible for the maintenance of such sign. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 17(A)(4), 1972.) 

 

15.28.390 Nonconforming; Removal By Building Official 

 

A. The building official may remove or cause the removal of any fixed permanent sign constructed, placed or 

maintained in violation of this chapter after ten days written notice to the owner of the sign. The notice shall 

consist of the receipt of a registered or certified written notice by the owner of the sign at his/her business 

address of record, which notice shall describe the sign and specify the violation involved, giving notice that 

it will be removed if the violation is not corrected within ten days, and also giving notice that any persons 

having interest in the sign may appeal the matter for a hearing by the city council by filing written request at 

the office of the city clerk within ten days of receipt of the notice. Where the owner of the sign or his/her 

address is unknown, the notice shall be sent to the owner of the property on which the sign is located. In the 

event of an appeal, the provisions of Section 15.28.450 shall apply. 

1. Signs painted on buildings, walls or fences shall be abated by removal of the paint constituting the 

sign or by permanently painting over it in a way that the sign shall not thereafter be visible. 

2. The building official may remove or cause the removal of temporary or portable signs so constructed, 

placed or maintained in violation of this chapter, at the time the notice is given to the person in 

charge of the premises for which the sign is located. 

 

B. Signs removed by the building official pursuant to this chapter shall be stored for a period of at least twenty 

days, and if not claimed within such time, may be destroyed. Prior to the reclaiming of any sign, the owner 

shall pay a fee of twenty-five dollars to the city to defray a portion of the expense of removing, storing and 

handling the illegal sign. 

C. If a sign is removed in response to such notice and is later again placed or used in an illegal location or 

manner, the building official may remove the sign without further notice. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 17(A)(5), 1972.) 

 

15.28.400 Nonconforming; Modification To Comply With Chapter 

 

No nonconforming sign shall be in any manner altered, reconstructed or moved without being made to comply in all 

respects with the provisions of this chapter. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 17(A)(7), 1972.) 

 

15.28.410 Nonconforming; Declaration Of Nuisance 

 

The city council determines that the public peace, safety, health and welfare require that all signs and advertising 

structures heretofore constructed or erected in violation of any ordinance of the city in effect at the time such sign was 

constructed or erected, are made subject to the provisions of this chapter, and shall comply and conform with such 

requirements in accordance with this chapter, and that all signs and advertising structures which shall not so conform 

and comply as required in this chapter, and all signs which shall hereafter be constructed or erected in violation of 
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this chapter, shall be declared public nuisances, to be removed and abated in the manner provided by law. 

(Ord. 432 § 17(A)(6), 1972.) 

 

15.28.420 Abandoned Sign; Abatement 

 

A. No person shall maintain or permit to be maintained on any premises owned or controlled by him, any sign 

which has been abandoned. Any such sign shall be abated by the owner, the building official, or any other 

person, in a lawful manner. 

B. Any sign which is located on property which becomes vacant and unoccupied for a period of six months or 

more, and any sign which was erected for an occupant or business unrelated to the present occupant or his 

business, and any sign which pertains to a time event, or purpose which no longer pertains, shall be presumed 

to have been abandoned. 

 

(Ord. 432 § 18, 1972.) 

 

15.28.430 Unlawful Sign; Abatement 

 

Whenever a sign is found to be erected or maintained in violation of any provisions of this chapter or any other 

ordinance or law, the building official shall order that such sign be altered, repaired, reconstructed, demolished, or 

removed as may be appropriate to abate such condition. 

(Ord. 432 § 19, 1972.) 

 

15.28.440 Exception Procedure 

 

Where practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships, or results inconsistent with the general purpose of this chapter 

result from the strict application of this chapter, an exception may be granted pursuant to the following procedure: 

 

A. Written application for such exception shall be filed with the planning commission. A nonrefundable fee of 

twenty-five dollars shall accompany such application. Such application shall include all information 

necessary to adequately and properly apprise the planning commission of the alleged grounds, facts and 

circumstances existing which require any such exception. The applicant must set forth, and prove at any later 

hearing: 

1. The exception does not constitute a special privilege inconsistent with other properties in the 

vicinity and the same zone; 

2. The exception is not injurious to the neighborhood and is consistent with the intent of this chapter. 

 

B. Notice of hearing before the planning commission shall be given as prescribed by Section 15.28.450. 

C. The planning commission shall consider the application at its next regular meeting after such notice, and 

shall either grant its approval, or conditional approval, or deny such application. Any such hearing may be 

continued from time to time. The decision of the planning commission may be appealed to the city council 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 15.28.450. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 20, 1972.) 

 

15.28.450 Appeal 

 

Any decision of the building official or planning commission, as the case may be, excepting an initial application for 

an exception as provided in Section 15.28.440, may be appealed to the city council by 
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any person directly or adversely affected by any such decision, in accordance with the 

following procedure: 

 

A. The appeal shall be filed with the city clerk in writing, accompanied by a nonrefundable 

fee of twenty-five dollars within ten days after the date of the decision of such building 

official or planning commission. Such decision of the building official or planning 

commission, as the case may be, becomes final if such appeal is not filed within the time 

specified. 

B. The city clerk shall give notice of such appeal and of the time and place of hearing 

thereof by publication once in a newspaper of general circulation published in the city, 

and, by posting a copy of such notice in a conspicuous place on the property to which 

such sign or proposed sign related or is situated or is to be situated. Such publication 

and posting are to be completed not less than ten days before the date noticed for 

hearing. Any hearing on such appeal may be continued from time to time. 

 

(Ord. 593 § 1 (part), 1984: Ord. 432 § 23, 1972.) 

15.28.460 Violations; Penalty 

Any violation of this chapter is an 

infraction. (Ord. 615, 1985.) 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chapter 15.28 

 Signs 

15.28.01 Purpose 

15.28.02 Permit required 

15.28.03 Definitions 

15.28.04 Exemptions 

15.28.05 Prohibited Signs 

15.28.06 Signs Area 

15.28.07 Signs Permitted—Residential Zoning Districts 

15.28.08 Signs Permitted—PD District 

15.28.09 Historic Area Requirements 

15.28.10 Signs Permitted—CO, C, CG, and ML Districts  

15.28.11 Master Sign Programs 

15.28.12 Design Guidelines and Requirements 

15.28.13 Signage at Closed Businesses and/or Vacant Sites  

15.28.14 Special Use Sign 

15.28.15 Legal Nonconforming and Illegal Signs 

15.28.16 Administration and Enforcement 

 

15.28.01 Purpose  

The purpose of this chapter is to establish procedures for regulating signs, including the type, size, 

location, and construction standards of signs by zone district. The objectives of this chapter include 

the following: 
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A. To reinforce that signs should serve primarily to identify the general nature of an 

establishment or to direct attention to a project, activity, place, person, organization, 

or enterprise. The use of subordinate information in commercial signage such as 

telephone numbers, lists of products, pictures of products, etc., is discouraged.  

B. As identification devices, signs must not subject the public to excessive competition 

for their visual attention. As appropriate identification devices, signs should harmonize 

with the building, the neighborhood, Historic Area, and other signs in the area. 

C. The City intends to encourage the installation of signs that improve the appearance of 

the property and the neighborhood and enhance the economic effectiveness of signs. 

D. The provisions in this chapter provide standards to safeguard life, health, property, and 

public welfare in keeping with the character of the City by regulating the size, height, 

structural design, quality of materials, construction location, electrification, 

illumination, and maintenance of all types of signs and sign structures. 

E. The requirements and provisions set forth in this chapter shall apply to all signs 

erected, altered, relocated, repaired, or maintained within the City. No sign shall be 

erected, repaired, maintained, or relocated except as provided in this chapter.  

15.28.02 Permit required 

Any person desiring to erect, move, alter, or attach a sign or other improvement regulated by this 

chapter shall first obtain any necessary permit(s) to do so. All requests for approval shall be 

accompanied by the drawings and information necessary to demonstrate compliance with the 

applicable regulations of this chapter. 

 

A. Application. Applications for sign permits shall be made with a form provided by the 

Community Development Department which contains all information and documents 

deemed applicable by City staff. Applications not containing all applicable 

information shall be deemed incomplete and shall not be processed until deemed 

complete by the City staff. 

B. Modification and Exceptions. Where practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships, or 

results inconsistent with the general purpose of this chapter result from the strict 

application of this Chapter, an exception may be granted pursuant to Sonora Municipal 

Code Chapter 17.62, Use Permit and Variance Procedure. 

C. Minor Deviations. A minor deviation of up to ten (10) percent may be granted by the 

Community Development Director upon written request, subject to conditions 

imposed without any notice or appeal, if the following findings are made: 

1. Doing so would not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to 

property and improvements in the area in which the property is located.  

2. There are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions which 

apply to the property involved or the existing or intended use of the property 

which do not apply generally to other properties in the same zoning district.  

3. Granting of a minor deviation will not negatively impact the surrounding 

properties. 
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D. Expiration of Permit. Expiration of sign permits shall be as prescribed in Sonora 

Municipal Code Section 15.10.100, Expiration. 

E. When a use permit is required for a specific use in any zone district, the use permit 

shall outline specific limitations and requirements for signage appurtenant to the use 

permitted. 

F. Interpretation. When conflicts arise in determining application of this Chapter and its 

requirements, the Community Development Director shall determine the intent of the 

Chapter and its application of standards as appropriate. If further conflict continues, 

the provisions of 15.28.16(D) shall apply.  

15.28.03 Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter, certain words and forms are defined as follows.  

A. “A-frame sign” or “sandwich board” or “A-type sign” means a portable sign capable 

of standing without support or attachment. 

B. "Accessory sign," "business sign," or "on-premises sign" means any sign located on a 

place of business, enterprise, calling or property which is related to the products or 

services available to or within those premises. 

C. “Advertising structure” means a structure erected exclusively for advertising purposes 

upon which any poster, bill, printing, device, or other advertisement of any kind 

whatsoever may be placed, posted, printed, or fastened. 

D. "Anchor store" means having greater than twenty-five thousand square feet (25,000 

sq. ft.) of gross leasable area. 

E. "Animated sign" means a sign, or any device designed to attract attention by visual 

means through the movement or semblance of movement of the whole or any part of 

the sign. 

F. “Awning sign” means any sign located on an awning or any movable structure 

attached to a building and projecting over a thoroughfare or sidewalk. 

G. “Balloon” means any inflatable sign or balloon intended to levitate above the ground 

regardless of size, that is designed to be used as an outdoor advertising device for any 

business or promotional event. 

H. “Building” means the structure on which a sign is located or attached but excluding 

an advertising structure. 

I. "Building area" means the total gross square footage of floor area of building used for 

commercial, office, industrial or quasi-public activities. 

J. "Building line" means a line established by ordinance beyond which no building may 

extend. 

K. “Building Official” or “City Building Inspector” means the individual designated by 

the City Administrator as the person authorized to serve as the City’s Building Official 

for the purposes of administering various building and property maintenance codes 

contained in the Sonora Municipal Code. 
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L. “Bulletin board” means a permanent monument sign with changeable copy intended 

to announce meetings or other events. 

M. “Changeable message sign” means a sign whose informational content can be altered 

or changed by electric, electro-mechanical, electronic, or manual means. Changeable 

signs include the following types: 

1. Electrically activated. Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic 

informational content can be altered or changed on a fixed display surface 

composed of electrically illuminated or mechanically driven changeable 

segments. includes the following two (2) types: 

a. Computer controlled variable message electronic signs. Signs 

whose informational content can be altered or changed by means of 

computer-driven electronic impulses. 

b. Fixed message electronic signs. Signs whose basic informational 

content has been pre-programmed to include only certain types of 

information projection (e.g., predictable traffic conditions, 

temperature, time, or other events subject to prior programming). 

2. Manually activated. Signs whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic 

informational content can be altered or changed by manual means. 

N. "Combination sign" means any sign incorporating any combination of features of 

freestanding sign, sign tower, projecting building sign or roof sign. 

O. "Commercial speech" means any message, the prevailing thrust of which is to propose 

a commercial transaction. 

P. "Community directional sign" means a sign placed in the interest of ensuring traffic 

safety to locate community facilities, such as schools, churches, public facilities of the 

city, county, state or federal agencies. 

Q. "Curb line" means the line at the face of the curb nearest to the street or roadway. In 

the absence of a curb, the curb line shall be established by the City Engineer. 

R. “Cut-out sign” means any sign or individual words, letters, figures, or characters 

which are self-supporting and not affixed to any sign surface, but which are erected to 

be approximately parallel to the face of the structure but need not be attached to the 

structure. 

S. “Directional sign” means any sign, other than a highway marker or any sign erected 

by public authority, which is for the purpose of directing persons to a place or activity 

not located on the same premises as the sign. 

T. “Directory sign” means a sign for listing the tenants and their suite numbers of a multi-

tenant structure, building, or center.  

U. "Electric sign" means any sign containing electric wiring, but not including signs 

illuminated by an exterior light source. 

V. “Erect” means to build, construct, hang, place, suspend or affix, including the painting 

or otherwise applying of wall signs. 
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W. “Face” means the surface of a sign on, against or through which the message or design 

is displayed or illustrated. 

X. “Face of structure” means the exposed side of a main wall of a structure, excluding 

structural projections facing a street, highway or thoroughfare. 

Y. “Feather sign” means a sign typically freestanding that is mounted on a pole, normally 

made of fabric and designed to blow in the wind. 

Z. “Fin sign” means any sign which is erected to combine the features of both a roof sign 

and a projecting sign. 

AA. "Flashing sign" means an illuminated sign in which the artificial light is not maintained 

in a stationary or constant intensity, including changeable message signs where the 

sign message or graphic is replaced/restored from one message or graphic to the next. 

BB. “Freestanding sign” means any sign which is self-supporting in a fixed location and 

not attached to any structure. 

CC. "Frontage" means the boundaries of property abutting a public street. 

DD. “Gross surface area of sign” or “aggregate surface area” means the area contained 

within a single continuous perimeter, enclosing all parts of the sign, but excluding any 

structural elements outside the limits of signs which are required for the support of the 

sign, most often measured in square feet. 

EE. “Handbill” means a small printed advertisement or other notice distributed by hand 

and any other advertising material consistent with the definition in Section 

9.24.010(A). 

FF. “I-frame” signs are a type of portable sign, designed to stand on a solid base or base 

with four legs, supporting a vertical sign which may or may not be two-sided. 

GG. “Illuminated sign” means any sign illuminated by any light source on, within or 

attached to the sign or by a light source removed therefrom. 

HH. "Independent pad" means a separate building or pad in a shopping center located on 

the perimeter of the center adjacent to the streets or major access points, having single 

or multiple occupancies. 

II. “Marquee” means a permanent roofed structure attached to and supported by the 

structure. 

JJ. “Marquee sign” means any sign attached to or supported by a marquee. 

KK. "Mini-anchor store" means having ten thousand and one square feet (10,001 sq. ft.) to 

twenty-five thousand square feet (25,000 sq. ft.) of gross leasable area. 

LL. “Mobile sign” or “vehicular sign” means a sign attached to or suspended from any 

type of vehicle. 

MM. “Monument sign” means any low-profile sign located on the premises and advertising 

the use, business, service, or activity being conducted on the premises. 
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NN. “Non-accessory sign” means any sign located on a place of business, enterprise, 

calling or property which is not reasonably related to the products or services available 

to or within those premises. 

OO. “Noncommercial sign” means a sign (typically temporary in nature) that contains a 

message or images displaying noncommercial speech. Such messages typically relate 

to debatable matters of public concern, such as, by way of example and not limitation, 

advocacy on politics, religion, arts, science, philosophy, commentary on governmental 

policy, and similar topics. Noncommercial signs do not include temporary advertising 

displayed in connection with an event. This definition shall be construed and 

interpreted in light of relevant court decisions concerning noncommercial speech. 

PP. “Legal nonconforming sign” means a sign which is validly installed under laws or 

ordinance in effect prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, 

but which is in conflict with the provisions of this chapter. 

QQ. “Occupancy frontage” means the length of a building frontage of an individual 

business. Occupancy frontage is used to determine the maximum permitted size of a 

wall sign. 

RR. “Off-site/off-premises sign” means any sign identifying a facility, product, service, or 

use which is not located, manufactured, or sold on the same premises as the sign or 

which identifies a facility, product, service, or use by a brand name which, although 

manufactured or sold on the premises, does not constitute the principal item 

manufactured or sold on the premises.  

SS. “Outdoor advertising structure (billboard)” means any sign, other than a directional 

sign, having a gross area of fifty square feet (50 sq. ft.) or more, if single faced; or one 

hundred square feet (100 sq. ft.) or more if double faced, which advertises a business, 

product, service, or activity made available elsewhere than upon where the sign is 

located. 

TT. “Pedestrian sign” means a sign typically above a sidewalk affixed to an awning or 

arcade meant to be viewed by pedestrians. 

UU. “Pennants” are long, narrow flags that may be used individually or strung together and 

are most often used to designate car sales or other outdoor sales or events. 

VV. “Permanent sign” means any sign which is intended for continuous display for a period 

of time greater than thirty calendar days (30-days). 

WW. “Pole sign” means a ground sign that is supported by one or more poles and otherwise 

separated from the ground by air. 

XX. “Portable sign” means any sign designed to be easily transportable or movable, and 

which can stand without support or attachment, including but not limited to an A-

board, movable freestanding, tire stack or wind sign. 

YY. “Primary tenant” means the tenant which has greater lineal occupancy frontage. 

 

ZZ. “Projecting sign” means any sign other than a wall sign which is attached to the face 

of a structure and projects more than eighteen inches from the face of the structure. 
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AAA. “Real estate sign” means any sign used exclusively for advertising a parcel of property 

or a structure for sale, lease or rent. 

BBB. “Roof sign” means any sign located on a roof or above the parapet of a building or 

having its major structural supports attached to a roof. 

CCC. “Sandwich Board” refers to definition of “A-frame sign.” 

DDD. “Shops tenant” means having zero to ten thousand square feet (0-10,000 sq. ft.) of 

gross leasable area. 

EEE. “Shopping center” means a group of retail, restaurant, commercial service and 

recreation uses that are planned, constructed and managed as a total entity. 

FFF. “Sign” means any advertisement, announcement, display (including electronic 

display), illustration, banner, insignia or mechanism which is affixed to, painted on or 

otherwise represented on a building, structure or site, on any vegetation, rock, wall, 

post, fence or any other object, and which is used to advertise or promote the interests 

of any person on the sale, use or consumption of any service, commodity, article or 

thing. 

For the purpose of this chapter the term “sign” shall not include the following: 

1. Advertising media located entirely within an enclosed building; 

2. Traffic highway markers, parking directional signs not greater than three 

square feet (3 sq. ft.) in area and railroad crossing or danger signals; 

3. The display of official court or public office notices; 

4. Any sign erected or maintained by public authority; or 

5. Signs used for the safety, welfare, or convenience of the public by utility 

companies. 

GGG. “Sign structure” means the structure supporting a sign including uprights, braces and 

framework but excluding any portion of the sign structure which meets the definition 

of a “sign.” 

HHH. “Snipe sign” means a type of temporary sign used for commercial purposes, typically 

small, made of plastic or paper that is attached to a wire frame that is stuck into the 

ground. Snipe signs are also sometimes attached to other objects such as telephone 

poles, trees, fences, etc. 

III. “Streamer” means a long, narrow banner, flag, or pennant. 

JJJ. “Street frontage of a lot” means all lot frontages abutting a street. 

KKK. "Temporary sign" means any sign which is intended for continuous display for a short 

period of time, such as advertisement for events, and may consist of commercial or 

noncommercial speech. Removal of a temporary sign after thirty calendar days (30-

days), only to then redisplay the sign for another thirty calendar days (30-days), is 

inconsistent with the intent of this definition, and the sign would be considered a 

permanent sign. 

LLL. "Time and temperature device" means any mechanism that displays only the time 

and/or temperature. 
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MMM. “Trompe l’oeil” means an art technique involving realistic imagery in order to trick 

the eye into perceiving a painted detail as a three-dimensional (3-D) object. 

NNN. “Wall sign” means any sign painted, affixed or attached on a building wall or of solid 

construction located as to be approximately parallel with the face of a structure, 

including a “V” type sign which does not extend more than eighteen inches from the 

face of the structure. 

OOO. “Window sign” means any sign painted on or attached to a window.  

PPP. “Wind sign” means a flag, pennant, whirligig, or any device which is designed to 

wave, flutter, rotate or display other movement under the influence of wind. 

Figure 1, below, illustrates the various types of signs. 

Figure 1: Various Sign Types 

 
15.28.04 Exemptions 

The following signs may be erected without obtaining a sign permit: 

A. Temporary Signs, as follows: 
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1. Christmas Tree Sales and Similar Uses. Temporary A-frame and I-frame signs may 

be used. Total number of signs per street frontage shall be one sign, not to exceed 

twelve square feet (12 sq. ft.) in area or six feet (6’) in height.  

2. Grand opening signs, including banners, pennants, and streamers, are allowed 

temporarily for a period no longer than thirty calendar days (30-days) from the 

conclusion of the event. Grand opening signs as defined in Section 15.28.12 (C) of 

this chapter, shall not exceed fifteen square feet (15 sq. ft.) within the Historic Area 

and thirty square feet (30 sq. ft.) in area outside of the Historic Area.  

 

B. Real estate signs not exceeding sixteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) in area and having a 

vertical dimension of not more than four feet (4’) pertaining to the sale, lease, or rental 

of the property, as follows; 

1. Not more than one (1) such sign shall be allowed upon each 100 feet (100’) of street 

frontage in the Agricultural/Residential Zone (AR), Residential Estates Zone (RE), 

and Commercial Zone (C) districts;  

2. Not more than one (1) such sign shall be allowed no matter the size of the parcel 

when located in any Single-Family Residential Zone (R-1), Limited Multifamily 

Residential Zone (R-2), and Multifamily Residential Zone (R-3);  

3. Signs advertising the sale of lots within a subdivision shall be permitted on the 

subdivision property for a period of twenty-four (24) months from the date of 

beginning construction; provided, that when seventy-five percent (75%) of the lots 

in the subdivision have been built, all such signs shall be removed within thirty 

calendar days (30-days). 

 
C. Signs for the purpose of directing traffic to a residential property for sale, not including 

new subdivisions, shall have an area on any face not greater than three square feet (3 sq. 

ft.) and limited to two (2) signs to any property and displayed only during the hours 

between eight a.m. and five p.m. (8:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.). 

 
D. Street number and/or name signs not exceeding two square feet (2 sq. ft.) per sign for 

single-family or duplex structures and three-square feet (3 sq. ft.) per sign for all other 

uses. One (1) sign per street frontage and private parking lot shall be allowed. 

 

E. Signs not exceeding twelve square feet (12 sq. ft.) in area and five feet (5 ft) in height, 

when placed upon work and during construction; provided, that not more than one (1) 

such sign shall be erected on the site. Such signs shall be erected for not longer than six 

months (6-months) and shall be removed thirty calendar days (30-days) after obtaining 

an occupancy permit for the structure. 

F. Signs used exclusively for the posting or display of official notices by a public agency 

or official, or by a person giving legal notice. 

G. Signs erected or maintained by a public agency or official or required by law to be 

displayed by a public utility for directional, warning, or information purposes. 

H. Garage/yard sales signs, maximum of two (2) signs per property not exceeding three 

square feet (3 sq. ft.) in area, each posted consistent with Section 15.28.05 (B). All signs 
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are required to be removed immediately after the completion of the sale or end of day, 

whichever is first. 

I. Signs bearing no advertising message and located on the site may be temporarily erected 

when necessary to facilitate circulation within the site or facilitate egress and ingress 

during a permitted special event or occasion. 

J. Flags of any nation, political subdivision, or fraternal or religious organization, provided 

the pole height does not exceed twenty-four feet (24’), does not interfere with any 

overhead utility lines, and the vertical height of the flag is not more than one-fourth (1/4) 

the height of the pole. A sign application may be submitted for a flagpole higher than 

twenty-four feet (24’) or a flag which exceeds one-fourth (1/4) the height of the pole 

where the applicant can show that the proposed flag and/or pole is consistent with the 

intent and purpose of this chapter.  

K. Temporary signs and display posters in connection with an event may be displayed on 

the interior of a window with occupant or owner’s permission. Such posters shall be 

removed within ten calendar days (10 days) after the conclusion of the event and no 

larger than eleven inches by seventeen inches (11” x 17”) and cumulatively cover no 

more than fifty percent (50%) (twenty five percent (25%) in Historic Area) of total 

window area. 

L. The removal and replacement of only the sign copy without increasing the area of 

conforming signs. The sign container, including the structural and electrical connections, 

shall remain unchanged.  

M. Holiday greetings, decorations and displays, excluding advertising signs disguised as 

seasonal decorations. 

N. Noncommercial signs, subject to the following: 

1. Signs shall be attached to a support structure.  

2. Signs shall not be located in any areas set forth in Section 15.28.05 (J) of this 

Chapter. 

3. The placement of signs on private property without the owners’ permission is 

prohibited.  

4. Temporary noncommercial signs also comply with applicable Department of 

Transportation requirements.  

5. General Commercial Zone (CG), C, and Limited Manufacturing Zone (ML) 

districts. Not to exceed sixteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) in area, six feet (6’) in height,  

and no more than one (1) sign everyone hundred lineal feet (100 LF) of property 

frontage.   

6. Tourist and Administrative Zone (CO) and R zone districts (R-1, R-2, R-3). Up to 

two (2) signs, each sign not exceeding three square feet (3 sq. ft.) in area and four 

feet (4’) in height.  

7. AR and RE zone district. Not more than one (1) sign not to exceed six square feet 

(6 sq. ft.) in area and six feet (6’) in height. 

O. Window Signs, up to fifty percent (50%) (twenty five percent (25%) in Historic Area) 

of the cumulative area of all windows may be covered by window signs or graphics.  

P. A-frame Signs during business hours. Subject to the following: 
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1. Maximum dimensions and area: three feet (3’) wide and four feet (4’) in height, 

maximum twelve square feet (12 sq. ft). 

2. Number per business: one (1). 

3. Location. May be placed in front of the business if conflicts with vehicle safety are 

not caused and compliance with the American with Disabilities Act is maintained. 

15.28.05 Prohibited Signs 

Unless otherwise provided in this Chapter, the following types of signs are expressly prohibited 

and subject to the following requirements:  

A. Off-site signs, including billboards, outdoor advertising structures, and directional signs 

except those provided in 15.28.04 (C). 

B. Signs including animation characterized by varying intensity of color, patterns, 

illumination, spinning, glaring, rotating, and flashing lights, including illuminated 

window signs, except the following:  

1. On-premises barber pole, not to exceed thirty inches (30”) in length, operated 

during business hours. 

C. Feather signs, snipe signs, streamers, pennants, spinners, ribbons, and inflatable signs 

except those provided in 15.28.04 (A).  

D. Signs advertising rooms available for transient stay at a residence.  

E. Signs having one (1) or a combination of the following characteristics:   

1. Obscene or Offensive to Morals. Any sign displaying obscene, indecent, or 

immoral matter as defined under the California Penal Code; 

2. Imitative of Official Signs. Signs (other than when used for traffic direction) which 

contain or are an imitation of an official traffic sign or signal, public notices, such 

as zoning violations, building permits, business licenses and the like; 

3. Natural Despoliation. Signs which are cut, burned, limed, painted or otherwise 

marked on a field, tree, rock or other natural item.  

F. Unless otherwise provided for in this code, no person shall park any vehicle or trailer on 

a public right-of-way, or in a location on private property which is visible from a public 

right-of-way, which has attached thereto or suspended therefrom any sign, except a sign 

painted directly upon, magnetically affixed to or permanently affixed to the body or 

other integral part of a vehicle or trailer that is utilized for daily operations of the 

business and not solely for the purpose of advertisement.    

G. Roof signs.  

H. Changeable message signs, as defined in this chapter.  

I. No sign shall be designed or used for the purpose of emitting sound.  

J. No person (except a duly authorized public official permitted by the City for specific 

locations) may on public property, or a public right-of-way, erect, paint, print, nail or 

otherwise fasten any banner, sign, printed handbills, advertisement or notice of any kind 

on any lamp, pole, utility pole, bench, hydrant, bridge, wall, tree, landscape, sidewalk or 

structure in, upon or across any public street, alley or public property except as may be 

required, permitted by law or as otherwise regulated in this chapter.   
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K. Excepting non-commercial signage, no sign shall be maintained on any fence, or be 

affixed to any trees or shrubs.  

L. Obstruction of Fire Escape and Fire Access. No sign shall be erected, relocated, or 

maintained so as to prevent free ingress to or egress from any door, window or fire 

escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached to a standpipe or fire escape or impede fire 

access to the roof. 

M. Traffic Hazard. No sign shall be erected at or near a street, driveway, or alley in such a 

manner as to obstruct clear vision, or at any location where the position, shape or color 

may obstruct the view of, or be confused with, any authorized traffic sign, signal, or 

device, or which uses any word, phrase, symbol, or character in such manner as to 

interfere with or confuse traffic. Signs shall have a set back at least ten feet (10’) from 

the property line at an intersection of two (2) streets or the intersection of streets and 

alleys and streets and driveways. 

N. Utility Lines and Easements. No sign or outdoor advertising structure shall be located 

within a utility easement or erected or located in a manner which will reduce the vertical 

or horizontal clearance from communication or energized electric power lines as 

required by laws, rules, and regulations of the state of California and agencies thereof. 

Figure 2 illustrates prohibited sign types 
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Figure 2: Prohibited Sign Types  
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15.28.06 Sign Area 

Sign Area. The area of individual signs shall be measured in accordance with Figure 3 below. 

 

Figure 3 - Sign Area Measurement 

 

A. Sign Faces Counted. Where a sign has two (2) faces containing sign copy, which are 

oriented back-to-back and separated by not more than twenty-four inches (24”) at any 

point, the area of the sign shall be measured using one (1) sign face only. 

B. Wall-Mounted Letters. Where a sign is composed of letters individually mounted or 

painted on a building wall, without a border or decorative enclosure, the sign area is that 

of the smallest area within which all letters and words can be enclosed. 

C. Three-Dimensional Signs. Where a sign consists of one (1) or more 3-D objects such as 

balls, cubes, clusters of objects, or sculptural or statue-type trademarks, the sign area 

shall be measured as the area of the smallest rectangle within which the object(s) can be 

enclosed, when viewed from a point where the largest area of the object(s) can be seen.  

15.28.07 Signs Permitted—Residential Zoning Districts 

A. AR. 

1. For uses allowed under the City of Sonora Municipal Code Section 

17.12.020, a single sign not to exceed sixty square feet (60 sq. ft.) in area. 

B. RE, R-1, R-2, and R-3.  
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1. Not more than one (1) sign identifying an entire subdivision, provided that 

the sign shall be located on subdivision property and in accordance with 

Table 1 below. 

2. For multiple-family residences, one (1) monument sign per street frontage 

of lot, not to exceed six feet (6’) high, thirty-five square feet (35 sq. ft.) of 

sign area. Monument is not to exceed five feet (5’) inside the property line 

nor closer than one hundred feet (100’) from another freestanding sign on 

the same parcel. 

 

Table 1: Signs Permitted in the R Districts 

Advertising Relating to: 

Maximum 

Area (Square 

Feet) 

Maximum 

Height 

above Grade 

(Feet) 

Buildings or structures 32 8 

Subdivisions of fewer than 

5 acres 
48 12 

Subdivision of 5 or more 

acres 
65 12 

 

15.28.08 Signs Permitted--- PD Zoning Districts 

A. Signs in the Planned Development Zone (PD) district shall be approved with the 

development plan according to the City of Sonora Municipal Code Section 17.30.080. 

If the development plan approved does not outline specific requirements for signage, the 

requirements of the zone district in which the use would be permitted will apply. 

15.28.09 Historic Area Requirements 

A. The purpose of this section is to provide guidance to applicants in the design, 

construction, and placement of signs located in the Historic Area. The application of this 

section to the Historic Area is in addition to the other sections contained in this Chapter 

and their requirements. If conflicts arise between this section and others in this Code, 

the more restrictive applies. It is intended that signs should protect and enhance the 

historic atmosphere of the downtown commercial area.  

B. Signage in the Historic Area shall not obscure significant features, damage, or take away 

the overall architectural characteristics of any building or neighboring buildings in the 

Historic Area.  

C. Signs within the Historic Area, bounded on the north by Elkin Street, on the south by 

Church Street, on the east by the centerline of Stewart Street and on the west by the 

centerline of Green Street, shall be designed and regulated as follows. 

1. Wood is the preferred material for construction. Metal or combination of 

materials are allowed such that they work with the building’s period and 

style. Plastic signage is not permitted in the Historic Area.  
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2. Non-illuminated or exterior illuminated signs are permissible. Exterior 

illuminated signs are permissible with a minimum opaque area of sixty-five 

percent (65%) of the sign face. 

3. Interior illuminated signs, including neon signs, of any type or size are not 

allowed. 

4. Lighting for exterior illuminated signs shall be so arranged that it will not 

create a hazardous glare for pedestrians or vehicles in a public street or on 

any private premises. 

5. Each sign shall be designed so that illumination does not exceed ten (10) 

candlepower at a distance of ten feet (10’) from the sign. 

6. Banner signs are permitted as temporary signs only, provided: 

a. No larger than 16 square feet (16 sq. ft.) in size and related to the 

business occupying the building they are located on. 

b. Limited to one (1) time only not to exceed thirty calendar days (30-

days). For signs displaying the business name, a single thirty 

calendar days (30-days) extension may be granted if the applicant is 

timely pursuing development, processing, construction or 

installation of permanent signage. 

7. Up to twenty-five percent (25%) of the cumulative area of all windows may 

be covered with a window sign or graphic. 

15.28.10 Signs Permitted—CO, C, CG, and ML Zoning Districts 

The following signs are permitted for each business in commercial and industrial districts. For 

multi-tenant shopping centers or office parks containing six (6) or more individual tenants, 

Section 15.28.11 of this chapter shall apply. For an illustration of standards for selected sign 

types please refer to Figure 1. 

A. Wall Signs. 

1. Number of Signs per Business: 

a. One (1) primary wall sign where the primary public entrance to the 

business is located. For businesses with more than one (1) public entrance, 

only one (1) shall be counted as the primary public entrance. 

b. One (1) secondary wall sign where the site abuts a street, parking lot, or 

alley and the primary wall sign is on a wall not facing the street, parking 

lot, or alley. 

2. Calculation of Wall Sign Area. 

a. For a primary wall sign, one square foot (1 sq. ft.) of sign area is permitted 

for each foot of linear occupancy frontage, as shown in Figure 4, up to a 

maximum of one hundred fifty square feet (150 sq. ft.) of sign area, 

whichever is less. Notwithstanding this regulation, all businesses with 

occupancy frontage shall be permitted a minimum of twenty-five square 

feet (25 sq. ft.) of primary wall sign. 

b. Where a secondary wall sign is permitted, the maximum sign area shall 

be one-half (1/2) the permitted sign area of a primary sign. 

c. For multi-story buildings, each primary tenant shall be permitted one (1) 

sign mounted on the wall with the primary entrance, except for corner 
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units which may be permitted a primary wall sign and a secondary wall 

sign.  

i. Second floor primary tenants are allowed the same wall sign area as 

ground primary floor tenants in a separate sign area not to extend 

above the roofline.  

d. Maximum Height. Not to exceed the top of the vertical wall surface on 

which the sign is mounted. 

   For an illustration of the calculations for wall signage, see Figure 4 on the  

   following page.  

 

B. Freestanding Signs. 

1. Size and height. The sign area of each face and the sign height shall not 

exceed those areas and heights identified in the tables below, as applicable 

to the type of sign.  

2. Pole Signs. Not subject to the tables below, a single pole sign per parcel 

shall be allowed at a height no greater than twenty feet (20’) and with a sign 

face area not to exceed 32 square feet (32 sq. ft.) on each side. When a pole 

sign is utilized as primary signage for the property and/or business, 

secondary signs shall not be permitted.  

3. Shopping centers with a street frontage of seven hundred lineal feet (700 

LF) or greater shall be allowed secondary tenant freestanding identification 

signs.  

a. Number. Not to exceed one (1) for each main drive approach for a 

maximum of two (2) signs. 

b. Sign area and height. Not to exceed thirty square feet (30 sq. ft.) 

each, with individual panels of no more than ten square feet (10 sq. 

ft.). Identification signs shall not exceed a maximum height of ten 

feet (10'). 

c. The signs shall be granted for minor tenants within the center, 

located more than one hundred fifty feet (150') from the street the 

business intends to serve. 

4. Sign Design. Freestanding signs shall be designed as a monument sign with 

a solid base extending at least one-half (1/2) the width of the sign face. 

5. Setbacks. A freestanding sign shall be set back a minimum of five feet (5’) 

from any property line.  

6. In conjunction with businesses providing motor fuels for sale, an additional 

sign area allowance for pricing signs shall be sixteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) 

per side.  
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Figure 4: Calculation of Permitted Wall Sign Area 

 

Table 2: Monument Signs (one freestanding sign per street frontage) 

Street Frontage (in feet) 
Maximum Height 

(in feet) 

Maximum Face Area 

(in square feet) 

0 – 100 Not to Exceed 8 Not to Exceed 40 

101 – 200 Not to Exceed 12 Not to Exceed 50 

201 – 400 Not to Exceed 15 Not to Exceed 75 

401 – Plus Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 100 

 

Table 3: Multi-Business Monument Signs (one freestanding sign per street frontage) 

Street Frontage of 

Development 

(in feet) 

Maximum Height 

(in feet) 

Maximum Face Area 

(in square feet) 

0 – 100 Not to Exceed 8 Not to Exceed 45 

101 – 200 Not to Exceed 12 Not to Exceed 55 

201 – 400 Not to Exceed 15 Not to Exceed 75 

401 – Plus Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 100 
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Table 4: Shopping Center Monument Signs (one freestanding sign per street frontage) 

Street Frontage of Center 

(in feet) 

Maximum Height 

(in feet) 

Maximum Face Area 

(in square feet) 

0 – 200 Not to Exceed 14 Not to Exceed 60 

201 – 400 Not to Exceed 16 Not to Exceed 75 

401 – 500 Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 85 

501 – Plus Not to Exceed 20 Not to Exceed 100 

 

C. On-site Directional Signs. 

1. Maximum height: four feet (4’). 

2. Maximum area: six square feet (6 sq. ft.). 

3. Number per site: one (1) per each side of a driveway from a public street. 

4. Location. Directional signs shall be placed within five feet (5’) of a 

driveway that accesses the site from a public street.  

D. Directory Signs. 

1. Number per site: one (1) per public vehicle and/or pedestrian entrance when 

there are three (3) or more tenants on site. 

2. Maximum area: two (2) square feet per tenant, not to exceed thirty-five 

square feet (35 sq. ft.) total. 

3. Maximum height (if freestanding): six feet (6’). 

4. Location. No directory sign which is a freestanding sign may locate closer 

than three feet (3’) to any point of ingress/egress. 

E. Portable Signs. 

1. Banners. 

a. Number of Signs. One (1) banner sign viewable from the right-of-way is 

permitted per business, no limit on number of banner signs not viewable 

from the right-of-way.  

b. Maximum Height. Not to exceed roof line. Banner signs shall not be 

attached to existing freestanding signs. 

c. Maximum area: thirty-two square feet (32 sq. ft.), including allowable wall 

sign area.  

 
F.  Projecting Signs. 

1. Maximum Height and Projection. Not to exceed roof line of attachment 

structure and may project over public rights-of-way not to exceed two-thirds 

(2/3) the distance from attachment structure to curb of sidewalk, maximum 

of six feet (6’) with two feet (2’) of clearance from sign to curb. (Note: 

Bottom of sign shall be a minimum of eight feet (8’) from ground to provide 

proper clearance.) 
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2. Number per Business. One (1) per business occupancy frontage. Permitted 

only where a wall sign is not used on the same wall. 

3. Area. One-half square foot (1/2 sq. ft.) of sign area for each lineal foot of 

occupancy frontage, maximum of sixty square feet (60 sq. ft.). 
 

G. Awning/Canopy Signs. 

1. Number of Signs. Where an awning is present, one (1) sign may be applied 

to the awning. 

2. Maximum Area. Not to exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the area of the 

individual surface on each awning/canopy, inclusive of wall sign area. . 

3. Location. Awning signs shall be made of removable materials such as 

individual cut-out letters and/or symbols attached, stenciled or otherwise 

placed on the canopy surface, and may be located on exterior surfaces of a 

canopy.  

 
H. Pedestrian Signs. 

1. Number of Signs. One (1) pedestrian-oriented sign per tenant that projects 

or hangs above a sidewalk on each side of a building. 

2. Size. Each sign may be a maximum of five square feet (5 sq. ft.) in size and 

may hang or be suspended no lower than eight feet (8’) above grade level. 
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Figure 5: Selected Commercial and Industrial Sign Standards 

 

15.28.11 Master Sign Programs 

The purpose of Master Sign Programs is to harmonize the appearance of signs, in a manner 

allowing creativity in design and commercial identification, while avoiding extremes of size, color 

and shape. A Master Sign Program is also used to distribute allowable sign area for multi-tenant 

buildings and complexes. Master Sign Programs existing at the time of the adoption of this chapter 

may continue in effect, until modified. 

A. Applicability. A Master Sign Program is required in new non-residential developments 

of six (6) or more separate tenant spaces that will share either the same parcel or structure 

and use common access or parking facilities. 

B. Allowable Modifications. A Master Sign Program may provide for exceptions from the 

standards of this chapter, subject to Sonora Municipal Code Chapter 17.62. 
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C. Review Authority. All Master Sign Programs are reviewed with a use permit and subject 

to approval by the Planning Commission, as per the City of Sonora Municipal Code 

Section 17.62. 

D. Required Findings. In order to approve a Master Sign Program, the following findings 

must be met, in addition to other applicable regulations in this section: 

1. The proposed signs are compatible in architectural style and character with 

any building to which the signs are to be attached, any surrounding 

structures and any adjoining signage on the site; 

2. Future tenants will be provided with adequate opportunities to construct, 

erect, or maintain a sign for identification; and 

3. Directional signage and building addressing is adequate for pedestrian and 

vehicular circulation and emergency vehicle access. 

E. Revisions to Master Sign Programs. The Community Development Director may 

approve minor revisions to an approved Master Sign Program with a sign permit. 

15.28.12 Design Guidelines and Requirements 

All signage in commercial and industrial zones should incorporate attractive design elements 

consistent with the following, as applicable. For illustrations of selected design guidelines, see 

Figure 6. 

A. Size. Notwithstanding applicable sign standards elsewhere in this chapter, sign size shall 

be proportionate to the size and scale of the site and/or building upon which the sign is 

proposed. Sign dimensions as specified in this chapter are maximum allowable 

dimensions; it may be necessary that signs be smaller than the maximum allowed, in 

order to be proportionate in size and scale to achieve the design objectives of this section. 

B. Color. Colors should be used in coordinated groupings and should be compatible with 

those colors used in the building or project design. For cabinet-style signs, a dark sign 

background is preferred with light colored copy (characters/graphics). 

C. Lighting Intensity. The light emitted or reflected by a sign, or emitted by a light source, 

shall be of reasonable intensity and compatible with the architecture of the building and 

the immediate vicinity. Artificial light sources shall be shielded to prevent light spillage, 

glare or annoyance to persons on or inside adjoining properties or to public or private 

rights-of-way. 

D. Sign Bases and Frames. Freestanding signs shall be either housed in a frame, or set onto 

a base, presenting a solid, attractive, and well-proportioned appearance. The size and 

shape of the frame or base shall be proportionate to the size and mass of the sign and be 

low profile in design. Guy wires, angle irons, braces and other support or construction 

elements shall be screened or hidden from view. 

E. Sign Copy. Sign copy should be simple and concise without excessive description of 

services or products. On freestanding signs, sign copy should be designed to contribute 

to the design of the structure on which it is displayed. In all cases, freestanding sign 

design and sign copy shall be coordinated to provide an attractively designed 

freestanding element which identifies the development or project. 
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F. Maintenance. All signs and their supporting components must be kept in good repair 

and always maintained in good structural condition. It is unlawful to permit vegetation, 

rubbish, or flammable material to accumulate within ten feet (10’) of any sign. 

G. Design Quality. All signs should be professionally designed and manufactured. Signs 

that utilize hand-made lettering or elements must meet professional standards.  

 
Figure 6: Selected Sign Design Guidelines 

 

 

15.28.13 Signage at Closed Businesses and/or Vacant Sites 

A. Closed Business. When a business vacates and/or closes for a period of over ninety 

calendar days (90-days), the following shall apply: 

1. Within ninety calendar days (90-days), the property owner shall ensure 

removal of the following: 
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a. All on-site signs faces, as well as any individual words, letters, 

figures or characters on the building and other structures on the 

property. 

b. The sign face of freestanding and monument signs. 

2. Any awning, structure or facade left exposed after sign, sign face, or sign 

structure removal shall be repaired to a customary finished appearance. 

B. Vacant Buildings and Sites. When a site contains no buildings or contains no occupied 

buildings, it is the responsibility of the property owner to ensure the following: 

1. No sign or structure that is not exempt by Section 15.28.04 of this chapter 

shall be constructed, erected, or displayed on a vacant site or on a site with 

no occupied buildings. 

2. No temporary sign shall be constructed, erected or displayed, except that 

noncommercial signs may be erected and displayed in conformance with 

this chapter.  

15.28.14 Special Use Signs 

Certain uses, because of their special sign needs or their allowance in several districts, have been 

specifically listed in this section. Where such uses are approved, the sign standards allowed for 

such uses shall be as follows: 

A. Auto/RV Sales (New Auto Sales Only with Incidental Used Vehicle Sales). 

1. One (1) freestanding sign may be provided per separate new car showroom. 

The minimum distance between freestanding signs shall be fifty feet (50’). 

2. Freestanding signs for incidental used car sales shall be no higher than ten 

feet (10’) nor contain more than thirty-five square feet (35 sq. ft.) of area. 

B. Drive-In or Drive-Up Uses. In addition to the sign area normally allowed, drive-up 

restaurants shall be allowed one menu board at the drive-through per drive aisle, not to 

exceed twenty square feet (25 sq. ft.) area nor six feet (6’) in height each. 

C. Movie Theaters. In addition to the sign area normally allowed,  a single cabinet or 

display box is allowed per screen, not to exceed fifteen square feet (16 sq. ft.) in area 

each. Electronic reader boards may be used for movie listings and show times.  

15.28.15 Legal Nonconforming and Illegal Signs 

A. Illegal Signs. Every sign in existence at the time the ordinance codified in this title 

became effective and which was prohibited or illegal at the time of installation, and which 

does not conform to the provisions of this chapter, shall be an illegal sign. Such signs 

shall be removed immediately upon notification of illegality or brought to compliance 

with the standards of this chapter. Signs that are not constructed, maintained, or displayed 

pursuant to the requirements of this chapter and that are nonconforming shall be illegal. 

 
B. Legal Nonconforming Signs. Every sign in existence at the time the ordinance codified 

in this title became effective and which sign was legal at the time of installation but that 

does not conform to the provisions of this chapter shall be a legal nonconforming sign. 

A change of copy or sign face shall not be deemed a discontinuance of use. Any structural 

alteration to any part of the sign shall be deemed a discontinuance of use. A 
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nonconforming sign shall be made to conform immediately to the provisions of this 

chapter if: 

1. The owner remodels a nonconforming sign display, or expands or enlarges 

the structure or land use upon which the advertising display is located; 

2. The owner relocates a sign to another area of the existing site; 

3. The sign is destroyed. 

15.28.16 Administration and Enforcement 

A. Signs and other advertising structures regulated in this chapter, when found by the 

building official to be unsafe or a menace to the public or erected in violation of the 

provisions of this chapter, shall be and constitute a public nuisance and shall be subject 

to enforcement under the provisions of Chapter 1.08 of the Sonora Municipal Code, 

General Penalties and Code Enforcement. 

 

B. Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 1.08 of the Sonora Municipal Code, any person, 

firm, corporation, or organization found in violation of any provisions of this chapter 

shall be notified and cited in accordance with policies established by the Community 

Development Department and approved by the City Council.  

 

C. Any sign or sign structure erected, altered, relocated, repaired, or maintained contrary to 

the provisions of this chapter is declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance. The City 

may immediately commence action or proceedings for the abatement, removal, and 

enjoinment thereof in the manner provided by law and may apply to courts to grant such 

relief as will abate and remove such sign or structure. The City may seek the recovery of 

all costs and fees, including attorneys’ fees, associated with the abatement of any sign or 

other advertising structure regulated in this chapter.  

 

D. Appeal from Decision. Any person having record or title of legal interest in the building 

may submit a written appeal of any notice of violation or any action of the Community 

Development Department under this Code, as follows:  

 

a. File a notice of appeal in writing, along with a one-hundred dollar appeals fee, prior 

to the close of the 15th day following the action of the Community Development 

Department; 

b. Any notice of appeal shall set forth specific grounds upon which the appeal is taken 

and shall be signed by the person or persons appealing; 

c. Upon filing of such appeal, the City Clerk shall place the appeal on the agenda of 

the next regular meeting of the City Council; 

d. At the time set for the meeting, the City Council shall proceed to hear and determine 

the same. The hearing may be continued, at the discretion of the City Council, in 

order to obtain further facts or hear further witnesses. Any determination by the 

City Council shall be final and conclusive and not subject to further appeal.  
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SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion 

of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 

jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and 

such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

 

SECTION 3. PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become 

effective thirty (30) days from and after its final passage and adoption, provided it is published in 

a newspaper of general circulation at least within fifteen (15) days after its passage or a summary 

of the Ordinance is published in a newspaper of general circulation at least five (5) days prior to 

adoption and again at least within fifteen (15) days after its passage. 

 

SECTION 4. CERTIFICATION OF COUNCIL ADOPTION AND APPROVAL. This 

Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council held on the 7th of November, 

2022, and passed and adopted as Ordinance No. 887 at a regular meeting of the City Council 

held on the 21st of November, 2022 by the following vote:  

 

AYES:               

 

NOES:                

 

ABSENT OR ABSTAIN:             

  

    

      ____________________________________ 

      Mark Plummer, Mayor 

 

       

    ATTEST:               

      Tracy Skelly, Deputy City Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

__________________________________ 

Douglas L. White, City Attorney 

 

 

 

Publish:   The Union Democrat, Sonora     

   ____________________, 2022 
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Current Standards Proposed Standards 

Window signs   

 No more than 25% of window area, considered part 
of allowable sign area. 

No permits required, up to 50% of the area of each individual 
window (25% in historic area) 

A-Frame   

 Permit required 
16 sf max 
4’ max height 
 
 

Exempt, no permit required.  
12 sf max 
Max dimensions: 3’ x 4’ 

Canopy Signs   

 Allowable canopy sign area included in total 
allowable wall sign area. 

A canopy sign is allowed on each canopy, covering no more 
than 25% of the surface. Included in allowable wall sign area.   

Free standing signs   

 Up to 5 ft in height 
- C, CO, CG, PD, and ML - 32 sf max 
- RE, R1, R2, R3 - 10 sf max 

Greater than 5 ft in height 
- C, CO, CG, PD, and ML - 32 sf max 

One per frontage 
- Shopping centers/multiple occupancies - One 

per street frontage, 40 sf max. 
- Additional 15/100 of one percent of the 

gross leasable area of the center, not to 
exceed 300 sf to serve other tenants as 
follows: 

- Individual tenants not to exceed 32 sf 
each, no smaller than 16 sf each. 

- Minimum letter size 5 inches. 
- Independent pad within shopping 

center may have one separate 
freestanding sign: 

- 32 sf max 
- 12’ max height 
- May use shopping center sign in lieu 

of independent freestanding sign. 
 

Freestanding sign allowable height and area according to 
tables below.  
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Master Sign 
Programs 

  

 Not required or specified.  Master sign program required for 6 or more tenants sharing a 
structure or center.   

PD Zone and Use 
Permits 

   

 No language provided on signage permitted within 
the PD zone district or with a use permit.  

The Development Plan for developing in a PD zone district will 
outline the standards and approvals for signage. A use of land 
subject to a use permit will also outline sign standards for the 
use.  

Wall signs   

 - C, CO, CG, PD, and ML – 20 percent of the total 
frontage wall area, 90 sf max. 
- Multi-story buildings - proportionate to occupant 
share of wall area. 
- Business within a single building with a single 
frontage - 1 sf per lineal foot, minimum 15 sf and max 
30 sf per occupant.  
- Shopping centers (major anchor stores) - no more 
than 3 percent of total wall frontage area. 
- As many wall signs are needed are allowed, not to 
exceed total allowable area. 

- One primary sign on the wall of the primary entrance to the 
business. 
- A secondary wall sign permitted on wall without primary 
sign if site abuts alley, parking lot, or street. 
- 1 sf per lineal foot of occupancy frontage, max of 150 sf and 
min of 25 sf per occupant.  
- Secondary wall signs, allowed half of primary sign area. 
- Multi-story buildings – primary tenants allowed a sign on the 
wall with the primary entrance. Corner units may have a 
secondary sign. 
- Second floor primary tenants allowed the same wall sign 
area as ground floor, not to exceed roofline.  

Projecting signs   

 C, CO, CG, PD, and ML - 30 sf max - One per business, allowed where wall sign is not used 
- 1/2 sf per lineal foot of frontage, max 60 sf 

Directory signs   

 Group occupancies in office buildings - 4 sf plus 1 sf 
per name of office occupant, 16 sf max 

- One per vehicle/pedestrian entrance when there are 3 or 
more tenants on site.  
- 2 sf per tenant, maximum 35 sf. 

Construction project 
sign 

  

 6 sf max 
5’ max height 
Must be removed before final release by Building 
Official. 

- Max 12 sf, one per construction site. 
- 5’ max height 
- Removed after 6 months or 30 days after obtaining 
occupancy. 

Directional signs   

 Allows 2 on-site directional signs per drive approach, 
6 sf max. 

- Max 4' in height, 6 sf area 
- One permitted on each side of a driveway from a public 
street. 
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Noncommercial 
signs 

  

 Allowed in all zones, conform to chapter, temporary 
only. 

- GC, C, and ML zone districts – 16 sf and 6’ max height, one 
sign every 100 lineal feet of property frontage.  
- CO and R zone districts – Two allowed per site, 3 sf and 4’ 
max height each.  
- AR and RE zone districts – One allowed per site, 6 sf and 6’ 
max height. 

Nameplates   

 1 per dwelling 
1 sf max 

- 2 sf max for single-family or duplexes. 
- 3 sf max for all other uses. 

Historical marker   

 4 sf max - 2 sf max for single or duplexes 
- 3 sf for all other uses 

Subdivision signs   

 2 signs per subdivision 
10 sf max 

- One sign per subdivision, per table. 

 
Special service signs 
(gas station) 

  

 - Businesses offering fuel, food, and lodging - 
additional sign area, 10 sf max. 
- Fuel sales pricing signs - additional sign area each 
side, 16 sf max for each brand and condition of sale 
as follows:  

- May have one freestanding sign each street 
frontage. 

- May be added to existing freestanding sign. 
- May be at the ends and each side of each fuel 

island or aisle.  
- Additional condition of sale sign, 6 sf 

max. 

Businesses providing motor fuel sales are allowed an 
additional 16 sf per side.  
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Theater signs   

 Changeable or electronic reader board, 32 sf max for 
each screen or stage. 

In addition to already allowed sign areas, a single display 
cabinet or box not to exceed 16 sf in area may be used for 
each stage or screen.   

 

 

Historic Ara 

Current Standards Proposed Standards 

Permit Required   

 All signs within Historic Area.  Exemptions in ordinance apply to historic area as well, 
including specific standards of each zone district. 

Temporary signs   

 May be permitted no longer than 30 days.  
- One extension of 30 days allowed. 
- Banners allowed as temporary signage 

only. 
- 32 square feet max. 

Same, with the following modifications. 
- Banner signs can be no larger than 16 sf and must be 

related to the business occupying the building.  
- Banners and pennants allowed temporarily for grand 

opening events for no longer than 30 days from start of 
event, limited to 16 square feet in size and fastened to 
the building.  

Advisory notice   

 City staff shall provide advisory agencies 
notification of applications for sign permits within 
the historic area.  

Removed. 

Window signs   

 Maximum of 25 percent of window area and 
counted toward allowable sign area.  

Same, with the exception that it no longer counts towards 
allowable sign area and no permit is required.  
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