
Community Development Committee & Committee of the Whole Hybrid Meeting 
October 16, 2023 

 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE & 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HYBRID MEETING 

Monday, October 16, 2023, at 6:00 PM 

Snoqualmie City Hall, 38624 SE River Street & Zoom 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Chair: Jolyon Johnson 
Councilmembers: Cara Christensen and James Mayhew 
 

   Join by Telephone at 6:00 PM: To listen to the meeting via telephone, please call 253.215.8782 and enter  
Webinar ID 860 6728 7531 and Password 1730040121 if prompted.  
 Press *9 to raise your hand to speak. Raising your hand signals the meeting moderator that you have a 
comment. 
 Press *6 to mute and unmute. 

Join by Internet at 6:00 PM:  To watch the meeting over the internet via your computer, follow these steps:   
 1) Click this link  
 2) If the Zoom app is not installed on your computer, you will be prompted to download it. 
 3) If prompted for Webinar ID, enter 860 6728 7531; Enter Password 1730040121 
 4) Please confirm that your audio works prior to participating. 

This meeting will be conducted in person and remotely using teleconferencing technology provided by Zoom. 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MINUTES 

1. Approval of the minutes dated October 2, 2023.  

AGENDA BILLS 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

2. Housing Element Recommendation  

3. Economic Development Recommendation 

4. Land Use Element 

ADJOURNMENT 

UPCOMING ITEMS 
(The following items reference either upcoming projects or issues pertaining to matters of the Community 
Development Council Committee. There will be no discussion of these items unless there is a change in status.) 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

REGULAR HYBRID MEETING  

OCTOBER 2, 2023 
 

 
This meeting was conducted as a hybrid in-person and remote meeting; the in-person option was in the Council 
Chambers at Snoqualmie City Hall, and the remote participation option was using teleconferencing technology 
provided by Zoom. 

 
CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL: Chair Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM 

Committee Members: 
Chair Jo Johnson, Councilmember Cara Christensen, and Councilmember James Mayhew were present. 
 
Mayor Ross and Councilmember Rob Wotton were present. 
 
City Staff: 
Emily Arteche, Community Development Director; Mike Chambless, Interim City Administrator; Carson 
Hornsby, Management Analyst; Ashley Wragge, Planning Technician; Andrew Jongekryg, IT Systems 
Support.  
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
The agenda content was arranged to present item three before item two and approved unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No comments.  
  
MINUTES 

1. Committee approved the minutes for September 18, 2023. 
 

AGENDA BILLS 
2. AB23-118: WIRE2023-0001: Wireless Communication Facilities Permit and Conditional Use 

Permit  
Staff overviewed the process of how the permit went through City review and gave a brief 
description of the wireless tower planned. Committee decided to forward this to full council on 
the regular agenda and requested a preemptive executive session.  
 

3. AB23-104: Council Priority Tracker 
Committee discussed what to add to the tracker and organization: add affordable housing as a 
section; desired uses for land is separate from UGA; add expanding tourism.  
  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
4. Economic Development Commission Support for Economic Alliance MOU 

Rob Wotton described the MOU that is being sent to multiple cities and entities for 

consideration to join an economic alliance. This alliance would help with obtaining grant awards. 
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Once there is feedback, a revised document will be brought to council for a resolution allowing 

Mayor Ross to sign the MOU.  

5. Housing Roundtable Update 
On September 14th a group of 16 participants analyzed two parcels for affordable housing 
development and discussed the pros and cons of each property. One hundred properties 
minimum is the amount required for developer interest. Committee requested task force to 
bring back what incentives would work well to attract developers. A request for proposal is 
requested for staff to work on.  
 

6. Land Use Element Update 
Committee agreed to move to October 16, 2023 meeting due to time constraints.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting at 7:00 PM 

  

CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

Minutes by Ashley Wragge, Planning Technician 

Recorded meeting audio is available on the City website after the meeting. 

Minutes approved at the ________ Community Development Meeting. 
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Council Comprehensive Plan Land Use Element Questions 

# Council Questions  Staff Responses 

1. ADU 17.55.070 E. If the parcel is within one half mile 
of a major transit stop, or is less than 6000 square 
feet in size, then off-street parking for the ADU is not 
required? 

N/A The City does not have a major transit stop 
per the definition of HB 1337. 

2. Critical Areas Ord., RCW 36.70A.060 
SB 5374 – Relating to the adoption of county critical 
area ordinances by small cities. The bill allows cities 
under 25,000 to adopt the county’s critical area 
ordinance by reference as long as the CAO is not 
under appeal. Once adopted by reference, the city 
is not required to take further action during future 
GMA periodic updates. Counties are entitled to a 
portion of the city’s grant funding that otherwise 
would have been used to update their CAOs. 
 
Is that what the city is planning to do here? Or are 
we taking further/our own action on this item at a 
later time? 

N/A Further action on this after December 
2024.  

3. Ch. 36.70A (GMA), Ch. 43.21C (SEPA), Chs. 64.34, 
.32, .38, and .90 RCW. 
HB 1337 – Expanding housing options by easing 
barriers to the construction and use of ADUs. So is 
the City planning to forego the 50% of impact fees 
that we otherwise would be entitled to keep? 

R The Snoqualmie Municipal Code currently 
exempts school impact fees on affordable 

housing units. 

4. For the sections where the existing policy has been 
removed, is there a location in the materials that 
identifies the reasoning for the removal? If not, 
please advise as to the reason for the removal of the 
following five:  
 
7.4.3 that states “limit the height and scale of 
multifamily buildings to three stories, but consider 
additional height for special needs or affordable 
housing where viewshed impacts can be mitigated” 

R Height is regulated by the Snoqualmie 
Municipal code and amendments to the 

municipal code for heigh could be 
considered after December 2024.  

5. 7.2.8 – “balanced, healthy development pattern – 
restricted the allowance of drive through and formula 
fast food restaurants near schools” 

R Fast Food restaurants regulated by 
Snoqualmie Municipal code17.55.020 

Table of uses. 

6. 7.5.4 Commercial land use – removed the 
requirement that industrial development be 
designed to minimize environmental impacts, 
complement viewscapes, retain significant trees, 
and buffer impact generating activities from other 
less intensive uses. 

R Critical areas are regulated by Snoqualmie 
Municipal code19.12 and Landscaping is 
regulated by Snoqualmie Municipal code 

17.70 

7. 7.3.6 Floodplain Land Use Do not permit the 
construction of critical facilities or heavy industrial 
uses within the floodplain unless there is no feasible 
alternative. Require critical facilities permitted within 

R Critical facilities are regulated by 
Snoqualmie Municipal code17.55.020 

Table of uses which includes zones within 
floodplain. Flooding including floodproofing 
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the floodplain to be elevated or floodproofed 
consistent with FEMA technical guidance. 

is regulated by Snoqualmie Municipal code 
Chapter 15.12  

8 7.3.8 Floodplain Land Use Require the first floor of 
new residential construction and construction 
involving substantial improvements to existing 
residential structures to be elevated to at least three 
feet above the base flood elevation. 
Also, was this revised from 3 feet to 1 foot? If so, 
what was the justification? 

R Flooding including to one foot is regulated 
by Snoqualmie Municipal code Chapter 
15.12 and was updated per ordinance  

Ord. 1237 § 1, 2020 where recent 
amendments to the NFIP regulations 

required an amendment of the city Flood 
Hazard Regulations 
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