
 
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL HYBRID MEETING, 6:00 PM 

Thursday, January 04, 2024 

Snoqualmie City Hall, 38624 SE River Street & Zoom 

 

 

MAYOR & COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mayor Katherine Ross 
Councilmembers: Ethan Benson, Cara Christensen, 
Catherine Cotton, Bryan Holloway, Jo Johnson,  
Louis Washington, and Robert Wotton 
 

This meeting will be conducted in person and remotely using teleconferencing technology provided by Zoom. 

Join by Telephone: To listen to the meeting via telephone, please call 253.215.8782 and enter Webinar ID  
813 0614 8787 and Password 1800110121 if prompted.  
Press *9 to raise your hand to speak. Raising your hand signals the meeting moderator that you have a comment. 
Press *6 to mute and unmute. 

Join by Internet:  To watch the meeting over the internet via your computer, follow these steps:   
 1) Click this link  
 2) If the Zoom app is not installed on your computer, you will be prompted to download it. 
 3) If prompted for Webinar ID, enter 813 0614 8787; Enter Password 1800110121 
 4) Please confirm that your audio works prior to participating. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

1. Revenue Sources Presentation 

2. AB24-004: Ordinance Establishing a One-Tenth of One Percent (0.1%) Sales and Use Tax Within the 
Boundaries of the Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District for the Purpose of Financing the Costs 
Associated with Transportation Improvements as Authorized by RCW 36.73.065 and RCW 82.14.0455. 

Proposed Action:   

Motion to waive Council Rule of Procedure 9.6.2.2 and adopt Ordinance No. 1285 on first and final 
reading  

OR  

Motion to authorize the first reading pertaining to adoption of Ordinance No. 1285 Establishing a 
One-Tenth of One Percent (0.1%) Sales and Use Tax Within the Boundaries of the Snoqualmie 
Transportation Benefit District for the Purpose of Financing the Costs Associated with 
Transportation Improvements as Authorized by RCW 36.73.065 and RCW 82.14.0455 and set forth 
the second reading and adoption at the January 8, 2024 City Council meeting. 

3. AB24-005: Ordinance Amending SMC 5.04.050 (B&O Tax Increase) 

4. AB24-006: Ordinance Amending SMC 5.06.080(C) and SMC 5.06.120(B) (Utility Tax Increase) 
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5. AB24-007: Resolution XXXX to Provide a Submission of a Ballot Proposition to the Qualified Electors of 
the City at an Election to be Held on August 6, 2024 Regarding a 0.1% Public Safety Sales Tax 

6. AB24-008: Ordinance Providing a Submission to the Qualified Electors of the City at an Election to be 
Held on August 6, 2024 for a Proposition Authorizing the City to Lift the Levy Limit Established in RCW 
84.55.010 In Order to Provide Funds to Pay Costs Associated with Maintaining the Service Levels of 
Public Safety, Streets, and Parks  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

ADJOURNMENT 
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 BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

AB24-004 
January 4, 2024 
Ordinance 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA BILL INFORMATION  
 

TITLE: AB24-004: Ordinance Establishing a One-Tenth of One Percent 
(0.1%) Sales and Use Tax Within the Boundaries of the 
Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District for the Purpose of 
Financing the Costs Associated with Transportation 
Improvements as Authorized by RCW 36.73.065 and RCW 
82.14.0455.  

☐  Discussion Only  

☒  Action Needed: 

PROPOSED 
ACTION:  

Adopt Ordinance 1285 Establishing a One-Tenth of One 
Percent (0.1%) Sales and Use Tax Within the Boundaries of the 
Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District for the Purpose of 
Financial the Costs Associated with Transportation 
Improvements as Authorized by RCW 36.73.065 and RCW 
82.14.0455. 

☐  Motion  

☒  Ordinance  

☐  Resolution 

 

REVIEW: Department Director 

Finance  

Legal 

City Administrator 

Drew Bouta 

Janna Walker 

David Linehan 

Mike Chambless 

12/26/2023 

12/26/2023 

12/29/2023 

1/2/2024 

 

DEPARTMENT: Finance 

STAFF: Janna Walker, Budget Manager 

COMMITTEE: Finance & Administration COMMITTEE DATE: January 2, 2024 

EXHIBITS:  1. Ordinance 1285  

 

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE $   n/a 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $   n/a 

APPROPRIATION REQUESTED $   n/a 

 

SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Chapter 36.73 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) authorized Cities to establish a Transportation 
Benefit District (TBD) with certain associated revenues, including a voted sales tax of 0.2% and a vehicle 
license fee up to $50. The code was amended by Senate Bill 5974 Section 406 to include a 0.1% sales tax that 
can be imposed by a majority vote of the governing board of the district. This agenda bill seeks to implement 
the 0.1% TBD sales tax, bringing the total TBD sales tax to the current statutory maximum of 0.3%. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
The City established a TBD on June 14, 2010 through Ordinance No. 1061, specifying the governing board of 
the Transportation Benefit District (the District) as Snoqualmie City Council. The District has certain authority 
to collect revenue and use it for projects that preserve, maintain, and operate existing infrastructure of the 
City, consistent with RCW 36.73 and as defined in Ordinance No. 1061. 
 
Ordinance No. 1163, adopted October 26, 2015, updated Snoqualmie Municipal Code and specified that the 
City of Snoqualmie assumes all the rights, powers, immunities, functions, and obligations of the District.  
 
The City authorized a $20 vehicle license fee on June 14, 2010, increasing the fee temporarily to $40 on 
March 9, 2020. However, a voted TBD sales tax initiative repealed both vehicle license fees on November 2, 
2021, imposing instead a 0.2% sales tax.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The enactment of this sales tax before January 16 would allow the City to prepare the Department of 
Revenue for an April 1, 2024 start date, and given the lag time between actual retail sales and distribution of 
the tax, the City of Snoqualmie would likely not receive any revenue until June 2024. This would result in the 
following estimated revenue collected from the tax, with inflation based on the CPI-U estimate from King 
County’s Office of Economic & Financial Analysis: 
 

 
 

This revenue should be used in accordance with RCW 36.73 to support transportation improvements listed in 
the City’s 6-year Transportation Improvement Plan, including construction, maintenance, and operation. The 
eligible uses of this revenue source can apply to both the General Fund (#001), which funds the street 
maintenance division of the Parks and Public Works Department, and the Non-Utility Capital Fund (#310) 
which funds transportation capital programs and projects.  
 
Currently, the City diverts one third (33.3%) of utility tax revenues (the City’s combined utility and solid waste 
only) from the General Fund (#001) to the Non-Utility Capital Fund (#310) to support the Street Resurfacing 
Program (capital program) in accordance with Ordinance No. 1135. To simplify and streamline the accounting 
of revenues at the City, and where they should go, the Administration recommends receipting the new TBD 
sales tax revenue into the Non-Utility Capital Fund (#310) and decreasing the amount of the City’s combined 
utility and solid waste utility tax diverted from 33.3% to 15%. The effect on each fund is shown below: 
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The Administration intends to bring an agenda bill to Council to replace Ordinance No. 1135 with a new 
ordinance specifying that 15% of the City’s combined utility tax and solid waste utility tax will be diverted to 
the Non-Utility Capital Fund (#310) rather than the 33.3% currently specified. 
 
BUDGET IMPACTS  
 
This Agenda Bill relates to revenue and will increase revenues within the Biennial budget. However, it will not 
increase expenditures and no budgetary amendment is required. 
 
NEXT STEPS 

This is the first reading of this ordinance. Council may choose to waive the second reading of Ordinance No. 
1285 and adopt it immediately, or consider the second reading on January 8, 2024 at which time Council may 
choose to adopt the ordinance at that time.  

PROPOSED ACTION 

 
Motion to waive Council Rule of Procedure 9.6.2.2 and adopt Ordinance No. 1285 on first and final reading.  
 
OR 
 
Motion to authorize the first reading pertaining to adoption of Ordinance No. 1285 Establishing a One-Tenth of 
One Percent (0.1%) Sales and Use Tax Within the Boundaries of the Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District 
for the Purpose of Financing the Costs Associated with Transportation Improvements as Authorized by RCW 
36.73.065 and RCW 82.14.0455 and set forth the second reading and adoption at the January 8, 2024 City Council 
meeting. 
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Ordinance No. 1285 

Published: Page 1 of 4 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1285 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE, 

WASHINGTON ESTABLISHING A ONE-TENTH OF ONE 

PERCENT (0.1%) SALES AND USE TAX WITHIN THE 

BOUNDARIES OF THE SNOQUALMIE 

TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF FINANCING THE COSTS ASSOCIATED 

WITH TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS IN THE 

DISTRICT AS AUTHORIZED BY RCW 36.73.065 AND RCW 

82.14.0455; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 

ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District (hereinafter “the 

District”) was established pursuant to RCW 36.73 by the City Council of Snoqualmie by 

Ordinance No. 1061 on June 14, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, under Ordinance No. 1163, passed by the Snoqualmie City Council on 

October 26, 2015, the City assumed the rights, powers, immunities, functions, and obligations of 

the District pursuant to RCW 36.73 to allow for said assumption; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s necessary transportation improvement projects are identified in the 

City of Snoqualmie’s City’s Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program; and 

WHEREAS, Snoqualmie Municipal Code 12.26.040 provides that funds generated by the 

City of Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District shall be used for transportation improvements 

that preserve, maintain, and operate the City’s previous investments in transportation 

infrastructure, reduce the risk of transportation facility failure, improve safety, or reduce 

congestion, consistent with the requirements of RCW 36.73; and  

WHEREAS, RCW 36.73.065(4)(a)(v) authorizes transportation benefit districts to impose 

a sales and use tax in accordance with RCW 82.14.0455 in an amount not exceeding one-tenth of 
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Ordinance No. 1285 

Published: Page 2 of 4 

 

one percent (0.1%) for a period of ten (10) years upon a majority vote of the governing body of 

the District for the purpose of financing the transportation improvements of a district; and 

WHEREAS, post-assumption of the District as provided in Snoqualmie Municipal Code 

12.26.020, the Snoqualmie City Council has the authority to exercise the statutory powers set forth 

in RCW 36.73; and  

WHEREAS, the Snoqualmie City Council has carefully considered the financial needs of 

the City’s transportation system and the imposition of the tax and has determined that the best 

interests of the City and the District will be served by passing this ordinance.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie as 

follows: 

Section 1. Findings. The City Council hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the 

above recitals as findings in support of this Ordinance.  

Section 2. Addition of 0.1% Sales and Use Tax.  The City Council, as the governing board 

of the City of Snoqualmie Transportation Benefit District, finds that it is in the best interest of the 

City and the District to impose a sales and use tax of one-tenth of one percent (0.1%), pursuant to 

sections 36.73.040(3)(a) 36.73.065(4)(v), and 82.14.0455 of the Revised Code of Washington for 

the purpose of raising revenue to acquire, invest in, construct, improve, operate, preserve, and 

maintain transportation improvements in the District, and to impose such sales and use tax. The 

sales and use tax shall be imposed for a period of ten (10) years. The tax shall be in addition to any 

other taxes authorized by law and shall be collected from those persons who are taxable by the 

state under chapters 82.08 and 82.12 of the Revised Code of Washington, as amended, upon the 

occurrence of any taxable event within the boundaries of the City of Snoqualmie Transportation 

Benefit District.  
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Ordinance No. 1285 

Published: Page 3 of 4 

 

 

Section 3. Description of Transportation Improvements.   

The revenues from a sales and use tax may be used to acquire, invest in, construct, improve, 

provide, operate, preserve, maintain, and/or fund the following described transportation 

improvements:  

A. Projects in the District identified in the City of Snoqualmie’s Transportation 

Improvement Plan; 

B. Expanded projects identified in accordance with section 36.73.160 of the Revised Code 

of Washington, as amended. 

Section 4. Notice to Department of Revenue.  The City Clerk is hereby directed to transmit 

this Ordinance to the Washington Department of Revenue (DOR) and to direct DOR to take all 

steps necessary to immediately implement and collect the tax imposed by this Ordinance. 

Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five days after its passage and 

publication as provided by law. 

Section 6. Severability. If any portion of this ordinance is found to be invalid or 

unenforceable for any reason, such finding shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any 

other section of this ordinance.   

Section 7. Corrections by the City Clerk or Code Reviser.  Upon approval of the City 

Attorney, the City Clerk and Code Reviser are authorized to make necessary corrections to this 

ordinance, including the correction of clerical errors; references to other local, state or federal laws, 

codes, rules, or regulations, or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering. 
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Ordinance No. 1285 

Published: Page 4 of 4 

 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie, Washington at a regular meeting 

thereof and  

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Snoqualmie on this 8th day of January 2024. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Katherine Ross, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  

 

____________________________ ______________________________ 

Deana Dean, City Clerk     David Linehan, Interim City Attorney 

9

Item 2.



 BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

AB24-005 
January 4, 2024 
Ordinance 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA BILL INFORMATION  
 

TITLE: AB24-005: Ordinance Amending SMC 5.04.050 (B&O Tax 
Increase) 

☐  Discussion Only  

☐  Action Needed: 

PROPOSED 
ACTION:  

Adopt Ordinance XXXX  Amending SMC 5.04.050. ☐  Motion  

☒  Ordinance  

☐  Resolution 
 

REVIEW: Department Director 

Finance  

Legal 

City Administrator 

Drew Bouta 

Janna Walker 

David Linehan 

Mike Chambless 

12/27/2023 

12/27/2023 

12/29/2023 

1/2/2024 

 

DEPARTMENT: Finance 

STAFF: Janna Walker, Budget Manager 

COMMITTEE: Finance & Administration COMMITTEE DATE: January 2, 2024 

EXHIBITS:  
1. Ordinance XXXX  
2. Effect of B&O Taxes on Local Businesses 

 

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE $   n/a 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $   n/a 

APPROPRIATION REQUESTED $   n/a 

 

SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Snoqualmie Municipal Code (SMC) authorizes a Business & Occupation (B&O) Tax of 0.15% on businesses 
making over $5,000 within a fiscal quarter or $20,000 within a fiscal year. The Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW) allows a B&O tax up to 0.20%, unless a higher percentage is authorized by voters. This agenda bill 
seeks to increase the current 0.15% B&O tax by 0.05%, bringing the total B&O sales tax to the current 
councilmanic maximum of 0.20%. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
Chapter 5.04.050 of SMC establishes a tax of fifteen one-hundredths of one percent (0.15%). RCW 35.21.710 
grants cities the authority to raise this tax to a maximum rate of twenty one-hundredths of one percent 
(0.20%), unless a higher tax rate is approved by a simple majority of voters.  
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This section of the SMC was amended by Ordinance 982 on August 22, 2005 to exempt from  B&O taxes any 
person whose gross proceeds of sales, gross income of the business, from all activities conducted within the 
city during any calendar year is equal to or less than $20,000, or is equal to or less than $5,000 during any 
quarter if on a quarterly reporting basis.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Enacting this B&O tax early in 2024 would likely result in the following increased B&O tax revenue, assuming 
the tax goes into effect for the second quarter of 2024, with inflation based on the CPI-U estimate from King 
County’s Office of Economic & Financial Analysis: 
 

 
 
BUDGET IMPACTS  
 
This Agenda Bill relates to revenue and will increase revenues within the Biennial budget. However, it will not 
increase expenditures and no budgetary amendment is required. 
 
NEXT STEPS 

This is the first reading of this ordinance. Council may choose to waive the second reading of Ordinance No. 
XXXX and adopt it immediately, or consider the second reading on January 8, 2024 at which time Council may 
choose to adopt the ordinance at that time. 

PROPOSED ACTION 

 
Motion to waive Council Rule of Procedure 9.6.2.2 and adopt Ordinance No. XXXX on first and final reading.  
 
OR 
 
Motion to authorize the first reading pertaining to adoption of Ordinance No. XXXX Amending SMC 5.04.050.  
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 1 of 5 

 

ORDINANCE NO. XXXX 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE, 

WASHINGTON AMENDING SECTION 5.04.050 OF THE 

SNOQUALMIE MUNICIPAL CODE, TO INCREASE THE 

BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION TAX FROM 0.15 PERCENT 

TO 0.2 PERCENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 

ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Snoqualmie requires a business license and imposes a business 

and occupation tax on the value of products, gross proceeds of sales, or gross income, as the case 

may be, of persons engaging in business in the city pursuant to existing section 5.04 of the 

Snoqualmie Municipal Code (SMC); and 

WHEREAS, SMC 5.040.050 levies a tax of fifteen one-hundredths of one percent (0.15%) 

upon gross proceeds of sale, gross income of business, or value of products for non-utility 

businesses and persons engaging in business activities within the City; and 

WHEREAS, Section 35.21.710 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) establishes a 

maximum B&O tax rate of twenty one-hundredths of one percent (0.2%) upon business activities 

consisting of the making of retail sales of tangible personal property, which are measured by gross 

receipts or gross income from such sales; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City to 

increase revenues available to fund City operations by increasing the B&O tax rate to the full 

amount allowed by state law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie as 

follows: 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 
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Section 1. Findings.The City Council hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the 

above recitals as findings in support of this Ordinance.  

Section 2. Amendment of SMC 5.040.050(A). Section 5.040.050(A) SMC, is herby 

amended to read as follows:  

A. Except as provided in subsection B of this section, there is hereby levied upon and shall be 

collected from every person a tax for the act or privilege of engaging in business activities within 

the city, whether the person’s office or place of business be within or without the city. The tax 

shall be in amounts to be determined by application of rates against gross proceeds of sale, gross 

income of business, or value of products, including by-products, as the case may be, as follows: 

1. Upon every person engaging within the city in business as an extractor; as to such 

persons the amount of the tax with respect to such business shall be equal to the value of 

the products, including by-products, extracted within the city for sale or for commercial or 

industrial use, multiplied by the rate of twentyfifteen one-hundredths of one percent 

(multiplier of 0.00215). The measure of the tax is the value of the products, including by-

products, so extracted, regardless of the place of sale or the fact that deliveries may be 

made to points outside the city. 

2. Upon every person engaging within the city in business as a manufacturer; as to such 

persons the amount of the tax with respect to such business shall be equal to the value of 

the products, including by-products, manufactured within the city, multiplied by the rate of 

twentyfifteen one-hundredths of one percent (multiplier of 0.02015). The measure of the 

tax is the value of the products, including by-products, so manufactured, regardless of the 

place of sale or the fact that deliveries may be made to points outside the city. 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 3 of 5 

 

3. Upon every person engaging within the city in the business of making sales at wholesale, 

except persons taxable under subsection (A)(5) of this section; as to such persons the 

amount of tax with respect to such business shall be equal to the gross proceeds of such 

sales of the business without regard to the place of delivery of articles, commodities or 

merchandise sold, multiplied by the rate of twentyfifteen one-hundredths of one percent 

(multiplier of 0.00215). 

4. Upon every person engaging within the city in the business of making sales at retail; as 

to such persons, the amount of tax with respect to such business shall be equal to the gross 

proceeds of such sales of the business, without regard to the place of delivery of articles, 

commodities or merchandise sold, multiplied by the rate of twentyfifteen one-hundredths 

of one percent (multiplier of 0.00215). 

5. Upon every person engaging within the city in the business of (a) printing, (b) both 

printing and publishing newspapers, magazines, periodicals, books, music, and other 

printed items, (c) publishing newspapers, magazines and periodicals, (d) extracting for hire, 

and (e) processing for hire; as to such persons, the amount of tax on such business shall be 

equal to the gross income of the business multiplied by the rate of twentyfifteen one-

hundredths of one percent (multiplier of 0.00215). 

6. Upon every person engaging within the city in the business of making sales of retail 

services; as to such persons, the amount of tax with respect to such business shall be equal 

to the gross proceeds of sales multiplied by the rate of twentyfifteen one-hundredths of one 

percent (multiplier of 0.00215). 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 
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7. Upon every other person engaging within the city in any business activity other than or 

in addition to those enumerated in the above subsections; as to such persons, the amount of 

tax on account of such activities shall be equal to the gross income of the business 

multiplied by the rate of twentyfifteen one-hundredths of one percent (multiplier of 

0.00215).  This subsection includes, among others, and without limiting the scope hereof 

(whether or not title to material used in the performance of such business passes to another 

by accession, merger or other than by outright sale), persons engaged in the business of 

developing or producing custom software or of customizing canned software, producing 

royalties or commissions, and persons engaged in the business of rendering any type of 

service which does not constitute a sale at retail, a sale at wholesale, or a retail service. 

Section 3. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five days after its passage and 

publication as provided by law. 

Section 4. Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance is found to be invalid or unenforceable for 

any reason, such finding shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other section of this 

ordinance.   

Section 5. Corrections by the City Clerk or Code Reviser.  Upon approval of the City Attorney, 

the City Clerk and Code Reviser are authorized to make necessary corrections to this ordinance, 

including the correction of clerical errors; references to other local, state or federal laws, codes, 

rules, or regulations, or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering. 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie, Washington at a regular meeting 

thereof and  

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Snoqualmie on this 8th day of January 2024. 
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______________________________ 

Katherine Ross, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  

 

____________________________ ______________________________ 

Deana Dean, City Clerk     David Linehan, Interim City Attorney 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  January 4, 2024 

TO: City Council 
FROM:  Janna Walker, Budget Analyst 

SUBJECT: B&O Tax Increase Impacts 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Snoqualmie has a current Business and Occupation (B&O) tax rate of 0.15%, 

imposed on gross receipts of non-utility businesses, with an exemption for businesses making 

$20,000 or less annually or $5,000 or less quarterly. The Council has within its authority the 

ability to increase the B&O tax rate to 0.2%. To increase the B&O tax rate above 0.2% would 

require approval by a simple majority of the City’s electorate. 

IMPACT TO BUSINESSES 

During 2023, Snoqualmie received B&O taxes from just over 1,000 businesses. On average 

these businesses pay $819 in B&O taxes annually, with the median business paying $93 

annually. By definition, half of the businesses in Snoqualmie who make B&O payments are 

paying less than $93 and half are paying more than $93.  

If Council adopted the current councilmanic maximum, the average and median businesses 

would expect to see a 33% increase in B&O taxes as follows: 

 

The chart on the next page shows the payers of B&O taxes in terms of quintiles. From the data, 

it appears that the vast majority of B&O taxpayers are small businesses that pay well under 

$1,000 annually.   

Current Tax at 0.15% Expected Increase Expected Tax at 0.2%% Increase

Average B&O Tax Payer 819$                                     273$                                     1,092$                          33%

Median B&O Tax Payer 93$                                        31$                                        123$                             33%

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

38624 SE River Street 
PO Box 987 

Snoqualmie, WA 98065 
 

Office: 425-888-1555 
Fax: 425-831-6041 

 
www.snoqualmiewa.gov 
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The 10 businesses who pay the most into B&O also pay 50.2% of the total B&O tax receipted 

into the City. For 2023, receipts from these 10 companies are approximately $420,000. If City 

Council decided to enact an increase to the B&O tax rate as proposed, these companies would 

pay an average of $14,000 more than they currently pay.  

Lower Range Upper Range

1st Quintile -$                   20.44$                   

2nd Quintile 20.45$              62.19$                   

3rd Quintile 62.20$              147.74$                 

4th Quintile 147.75$            499.96$                 

5th Quintile 499.97$            80,384.57$          
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 BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

AB24-006 
January 4, 2024 
Ordinance 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA BILL INFORMATION  
 

TITLE: AB24-006: Ordinance Amending SMC 5.06.080(C) and SMC 
5.06.120(B) (Utility Tax Increase) 

☐  Discussion Only  

☐  Action Needed: 

PROPOSED 
ACTION:  

Adopt Ordinance XXXX Amending SMC 5.06.080(C) and SMC 
5.06.120(B) 

☐  Motion  

☒  Ordinance  

☐  Resolution 
 

REVIEW: Department Director 

Finance  

Legal 

City Administrator 

Drew Bouta 

Janna Walker 

David Linehan 

Mike Chambless 

12/27/2023 

12/27/2023 

12/29/2023 

1/2/2024 

 

DEPARTMENT: Finance 

STAFF: Janna Walker, Budget Manager 

COMMITTEE: Finance & Administration COMMITTEE DATE: January 2, 2024 

EXHIBITS:  1. Ordinance XXXX  

 

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE $   n/a 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $   n/a 

APPROPRIATION REQUESTED $   n/a 

 

SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
The largest source of revenues for the General Fund are property taxes, which are capped at 1% growth year 
over year. In years of high inflation, as the City has experienced over the last few years, pressure is placed on 
the City’s ability to deliver similar levels of service. This agenda bill seeks to increase utility taxes to continue 
the high levels of service provided in prior years. 
 
Snoqualmie Municipal Code (SMC) authorizes a utility tax of 9% on the City’s combined utility (water, sewer, 
and stormwater) and solid waste collection. The Revised Code of Washington (RCW) does not cap the tax rate 
allowable on such services. Therefore, this agenda bill seeks to increase the current 9% utility tax rate by 3%, 
bringing the utility tax rate to 12%. 
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
Chapters 5.06.080 and 5.06.120 of SMC address utility taxes for the City’s combined utility and solid waste 
collection currently set at 9%.  
 
Ordinance No. 964, adopted November 8, 2004 set the utility tax rate for these services at 6%.  Ordinance No. 
1076, adopted January 24, 2011, authorized a temporary rate increase, from 6% to 9%, which would sunset 
on March 1, 2021.  
 
Ordinance No. 1135, approved July 28, 2014, made this temporary rate increase permanent, as codified in the 
SMC, resulting in the City’s current combined utility and solid waste collection tax rate of 9%. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Increasing the utility tax rate by three percent (3%) on these services would likely result in the following 
increased utility tax revenue to the General Fund (#001), assuming the tax goes into effect for the second 
quarter of 2024. Inflation for these calculations is based on the CPI-U estimate from King County’s Office of 
Economic & Financial Analysis: 
 

 
 

The median City utility bill (calculated by averaging the median utility billing from the months of December 
2022 and June 2023) is $177.59. For a household paying this amount in City utilities monthly, the increased 
cost related to a 3% utility rate increase would be $4.89 monthly, or $58.65 annually.  
 
BUDGET IMPACTS  
 
This Agenda Bill relates to revenue and will increase revenues within the Biennial budget. However, it will not 
increase expenditures and no budgetary amendment is required. 
 
NEXT STEPS 

This is the first reading of this ordinance. Council may choose to waive the second reading of Ordinance No. 
XXXX and adopt it immediately, or consider the second reading on January 8, 2024 at which time Council may 
choose to adopt the ordinance at that time.  
 

PROPOSED ACTION 

 
Motion to waive Council Rule of Procedure 9.6.2.2 and adopt Ordinance No. XXXX on first and final reading.  
 
OR 
 
Motion to authorize the first reading pertaining to adoption of Ordinance No. XXXX Amending SMC 5.06.080(C) 
and SMC 5.06.120(B). 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 1 of 3 

 

ORDINANCE NO. XXXX 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE, 

WASHINGTON INCREASING THE TAX RATE FOR SOLID 

WASTE, WATER AND SEWER UTILITIES TO TWELVE 

PERCENT (12%) AND AMENDING SECTIONS 5.06.080(C) 

AND 5.06.120(B) OF THE SNOQUALMIE MUNICIPAL 

CODE, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

 

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2014, the Snoqualmie City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1135; 

and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 1135 made permanent a utility tax rate change on solid waste 

and City water and sewer utility charges, from 6% to 9%, to fund certain projects in the City’s 

Capital Improvement Plan; and 

WHEREAS, property tax is the main revenue source for the City’s General Operating 

Fund and increases are capped at one percent (1%) annually by Chapter 84.55.010 of the Revised 

Code of Washington; and 

WHEREAS, inflation in the Seattle area has been substantially higher than one percent 

(1%); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie as 

follows: 

Section 1. Findings.The City Council hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the 

above recitals as findings in support of this Ordinance.  

Section 2. Amended Sections 5.060.080(C) and 5.06.120(B). Sections 5.060.080(C) and 

5.06.120(B) of the SMC are hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

5.060.080 Solid waste collection. 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 2 of 3 

 

(C) The rate of tax imposed by this section on businesses engaged in the business 

of solid waste collection service shall equal twelve percent of the total gross income from 

such business conducted within the city of Snoqualmie.  

5.060.120 Water and Sewer Services. 

(B) The rate of tax imposed by this section on businesses engaged in the business 

of solid waste collection service shall equal twelve percent of the total gross income from 

such business conducted within the city of Snoqualmie.  

Section 3. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five days after its passage and 

publication as provided by law. 

Section 4. Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance is found to be invalid or 

unenforceable for any reason, such finding shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any 

other section of this ordinance.   

Section 5. Corrections by the City Clerk or Code Reviser.  Upon approval of the City 

Attorney, the City Clerk and Code Reviser are authorized to make necessary corrections to this 

ordinance, including the correction of clerical errors; references to other local, state or federal laws, 

codes, rules, or regulations, or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering. 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie, Washington at a regular meeting 

thereof and  

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Snoqualmie on this 8th day of January 2024. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Katherine Ross, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 3 of 3 

 

 

____________________________ ______________________________ 

Deana Dean, City Clerk     David Linehan, Interim City Attorney 

23

Item 4.



 BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

AB24-007 
January 4, 2024 
Resolution 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA BILL INFORMATION  
 

TITLE: AB24-007: Resolution XXXX to Provide a Submission of a Ballot 
Proposition to the Qualified Electors of the City at an Election 
to be Held on August 6, 2024 Regarding a 0.1% Public Safety 
Sales Tax 

☐  Discussion Only  

☒  Action Needed: 

PROPOSED 
ACTION:  

Adopt Resolution XXXX to Provide a Submission of a Ballot 
Proposition to the Qualified Electors of the City at an Election 
to be Held on August 6, 2024 Regarding a 0.1% Public Safety 
Sales Tax 

☐  Motion  

☐  Ordinance  

☒  Resolution 

 

REVIEW: Department Director 

Finance  

Legal 

City Administrator 

Drew Bouta 

Janna Walker 

David Linehan 

Mike Chambless 

12/26/2023 

12/26/2023 

Click or tap to enter a date. 

1/2/2024 

 

DEPARTMENT: Finance 

STAFF: Janna Walker, Budget Manager 

COMMITTEE: Finance & Administration COMMITTEE DATE: January 2, 2024 

EXHIBITS:  1. Resolution XXXX  

 

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE $   46,000 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $   4,258,154 

APPROPRIATION REQUESTED $   0 

 

SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Chapter 82.14.450 of the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) authorizes cities to impose a sales tax of up to 
0.1% for public safety with voter approval. Counties may also impose a public safety sales tax under the same 
statute (up to a maximum of 0.3%) and the combined the city/county sales tax rate for public safety may not 
exceed 0.3%. However, King County currently does not impose a public safety sales tax. Resolution XXXX calls 
for an election and certifies a proposition for submission to the King County Director of Elections, to be placed 
on the ballot for the August 6, 2024, primary election. 
 
If Resolution XXXX is approved and the City’s electorate supports the proposition, the resulting public safety 
sales tax would be shared with King County, with the City receiving 85% of sales tax revenues and King County 
receiving the remaining 15%. Of the revenues the City would collect, one-third must be used solely for 
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criminal justice and/or fire protection purposes. The remaining two-thirds are unrestricted and may be used 
for any lawful governmental purpose, but must be spent in accordance with the purposes specified in the 
ballot measure.  
 
In order to get the public safety sales tax ballot proposition to a vote of the qualified electors in August, the 
City must submit the resolution to King County Elections by May 3, 2024.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
The approval of Resolution XXXX and passage of the proposition would allow the City to prepare the 
Department of Revenue for a January 1, 2025 start date, and given the lag time between actual retail sales 
and distribution of the tax, the City of Snoqualmie would likely not receive any revenue until March 2025. This 
would result in the following estimated revenue collected from the tax, with inflation based on the CPI-U 
estimate from King County’s Office of Economic & Financial Analysis: 
 

 
 
The City lost certain revenues that support public safety in the General Fund during 2023 and experienced 
substantial inflation during 2022 and 2023, resulting in higher costs for personnel, services, and materials. 
While only 33.3% of the sales tax must be used to support public safety, Administration recommends using 
the entire public safety sales tax to support Police and Fire service at the City to prevent any impairments to 
service levels. 
 
BUDGET IMPACTS  
 
The City budgeted $4,258,154 in the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget for services within the General Fund 
Administration classification (#001).  Currently $2,153,599 has been spent in the current biennium and 
$207,219 is encumbered for contracts within the within the General Fund Administration classification, 
leaving $1,897,336 for new expenditures.  
 
This agenda bill will increase election-related expenditures, as Snoqualmie is not expecting to have any 

initiatives or legislative positions on the ballot. However, the cost of elections varies depending on the level of 

activity from other jurisdictions. Based on the last election in 2023, the cost of placing public safety sales tax 

proposition on the ballot would be $46,000, leaving $1,851,336 in budgetary appropriation. Therefore, 

sufficient appropriation exists within the 2023-24 Biennial Budget (General Fund Administration - #001) to 

fund a ballot initiative. 
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NEXT STEPS 

Recommend a resolution authorizing the Mayor to sign Resolution No. XXXX 
 

PROPOSED ACTION 

 
Motion to authorize the Mayor to sign Resolution XXXX to Provide a Submission of a Ballot Proposition to the 
Qualified Electors of the City at an Election to be Held on August 6, 2024 Regarding a 0.1% Public Safety Sales 
Tax. 
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Resolution No. XXXX 
Published: Page 1 of 4 

 

RESOLUTION NO. XXXX 

  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE, 

WASHINGTON PROVIDING FOR A SUBMISSION TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY AT AN ELECTION 

TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 6, 2024 OF A PROPOSITION 

AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE TO THE SALES AND USE 

TAX WITHIN THE CITY IN THE AMOUNT OF ONE-

TENTH OF ONE PERCENT (0.1%) FOR  THE PURPOSE OF 

FUNDING PUBLIC SAFETY, INCLUDING POLICE AND 

FIRE, SETTING FORTH THE TEXT OF THE BALLOT 

PROPOSITION; AS AUTHORIZED BY RCW 82.14.450; 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND ESTABLISHING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

 

WHEREAS, Section 82.14.450(2)(a) of the Revised Code of Washington (“RCW”) 

permits the Council to submit a proposition to the city voters at a primary or general election and, 

if the proposition is approved by a majority of persons voting, impose a sales and use tax; and 

WHEREAS, Section 82.14.450(5) of the RCW states that one-third of all money received 

under this section must be used solely for criminal justice purposes, fire protection purposes, or 

both; and 

WHEREAS, the Snoqualmie City Council has carefully considered the financial needs of 

the City’s Police and Fire service and the imposition of the tax and has determined that it is the 

best interests of the City and the public at large  to propose in the upcoming general election on 

August 1, 2024 a ballot proposition increasing the sales and use tax in the amount of one-tenth of 

one percent (0.1%) of the selling price in the case of a sales tax, or the value of the article used in 

the case of a use tax.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie as 

follows: 
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Resolution No. XXXX 
Published: Page 2 of 4 

 

Section 1. Findings. The City Council hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the 

above recitals as findings in support of this Resolution.  

Section 2. Purpose of Ballot Proposition.  The City Council finds that it is in the best 

interest of the City and the general public to submit to a vote of the electorate a sales and use tax 

of one-tenth of one percent (0.1%), pursuant to section 82.14.450 of the Revised Code of 

Washington for the purpose of raising revenue to be used solely for public safety purposes, which 

may include but are not limited to personnel and related costs of recruiting, hiring, training, 

equipping, and employing the public safety professionals described above, and to pay other related 

public safety expenses including costs of mental health and human services, and for any additional 

purposes authorized by RCW 82.14.450. The Council reserves the right, in accordance with its 

biennial budget process, to determine the levels of service to be provided as permitted under 

applicable state law and within the available revenues collected from this increase. The tax shall 

be in addition to any other taxes authorized by law and shall be collected from those persons who 

are taxable by the state under RCW 82.14 upon the occurrence of any taxable event within the 

City. 

Section 3. Calling of Election.  It is hereby found that the best interests of the inhabitants 

of Snoqualmie require the submission to the qualified electors of Snoqualmie for approval or 

rejection at the election to be held on August 6, 2024 of a proposition authorizing an additional 

sales and use tax of one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) on the selling price in the case of a sales tax 

or the value of the article used in the case of a use tax pursuant to RCW 82.14.450(2)(a). The 

Director of King County Elections, as ex officio supervisor of elections in the City, is hereby 

requested to assume jurisdiction of and to submit to the qualified electors of Snoqualmie the 

proposition hereinafter set forth. 
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Resolution No. XXXX 
Published: Page 3 of 4 

 

Section 4. Submission of Ballot Title to the County.  The City Clerk is hereby directed, no 

later than May 3, 2024, to certify the proposition to the Director to King County Elections in 

substantially the following form: 

CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

PROPOSITION 1 

SALES AND USE TAX FOR PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Shall the City of Snoqualmie be allowed to impose a sales and use 

tax in the amount of one-tenth of one percent (0.1%) to provide 

ongoing funding for public safety purposes as permitted under RCW 

82.14.450 in order to protect and sustain current levels of service 

provided by the Police and Fire Departments which have been 

impacted by inflation?  

 

Section 5. Effective Date.  This resolution shall take effect five days after its passage and 

publication as provided by law. 

Section 6. Severability. If any portion of this resolution is found to be invalid or 

unenforceable for any reason, such finding shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any 

other section of this resolution.   

Section 7. Corrections by the City Clerk or Code Reviser.   

Upon approval of the City Attorney, the City Clerk and Code Reviser are authorized to make 

necessary corrections to this resolution, including the correction of clerical errors; references to 
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Resolution No. XXXX 
Published: Page 4 of 4 

 

other local, state or federal laws, codes, rules, or regulations, or resolution numbering and 

section/subsection numbering. 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie, Washington at a special meeting 

thereof and  

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Snoqualmie on this 4th day of January 2024. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Katherine Ross, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  

 

____________________________ ______________________________ 

Deana Dean, City Clerk     David Linehan, Interim City Attorney 
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 BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 

AB24-008 
January 4, 2024 
Ordinance 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA BILL INFORMATION  
 

TITLE: AB24-008 Ordinance Providing a Submission to the Qualified 
Electors of the City at an Election to be Held on August 6, 
2024 for a Proposition Authorizing the City to Lift the Levy 
Limit Established in RCW 84.55.010 In Order to Provide Funds 
to Pay Costs Associated with Maintaining the Service Levels of 
Public Safety, Streets, and Parks 

☐  Discussion Only  

☐  Action Needed: 

PROPOSED 
ACTION:  

Adopt Ordinance XXXX to Provide a Submission to the 
Qualified Electors of the City at an Election to be Held on 
August 6, 2024 for a Proposition Authorizing the City to Left 
the Levy Limit Established in RCW 84.55.010.  

☐  Motion  

☒  Ordinance  

☐  Resolution 

 

REVIEW: Department Director 

Finance  

Legal 

City Administrator 

Drew Bouta 

Janna Walker 

David Linehan 

Mike Chambless 

12/27/2023 

12/27/2023 

12/29/2023 

1/2/2024 

 

DEPARTMENT: Finance 

STAFF: Janna Walker, Budget Manager 

COMMITTEE: Finance & Administration COMMITTEE DATE: January 2, 2024 

EXHIBITS:  1. Ordinance XXXX  

 

AMOUNT OF EXPENDITURE $   46,000 

AMOUNT BUDGETED $   4,258,154 

APPROPRIATION REQUESTED $   0 

 

SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Property taxes within the state of Washington are capped at 1% growth year over year per Chapter 84.55.010 
of the Revised Code of Washington. Property tax increases of 1% do not keep up with average inflation and 
are particularly inadequate during times of high inflation. For the City of Snoqualmie, which relies heavily on 
property taxes as a key source of revenue, this results in a need for additional revenues to balance the budget 
without decreasing levels of service.  
 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
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The City adopted Ordinance No. 1097 on July 23, 2012 which submitted to the Snoqualmie voters a property 
tax levy lid lift for the purposes of maintaining public safety, street, and park service levels. The proposition 
was approved by a simple majority of voters, 52.3%, on November 6, 2012.  
 
Furthermore, Snoqualmie adopted Ordinance No. 1181 on September 9, 2016 which submitted to the 
Snoqualmie voters a property levy lid lift for purposes of hiring two additional police officers and one 
additional firefighter. The proposition was approved by a simple majority of voters, 57.5% on November 8, 
2016.  
 
Since 2014, the City has opted for the maximum 1% increase every year except in 2020. In that year, Council 
elected not to increase the property tax levy in Ordinance No. 1222, adopted November 25, 2019. However, 
in the subsequent year, Council chose to exercise the banked capacity that resulted the previous year’s 
decision and approved an allowable percentage increase in excess of 1%.  
 
ANALYSIS 
 
If the electors of the City were to approve a $500,000 single-year, permanent levy lid lift, increased revenue 
would begin in 2025, with the expected amounts shown below:  
 

 
 
If such a property tax were approved by the voters, the property tax levy rate would increase by 
approximately $0.106. The actual property taxes paid would increase according to the value of each home, 
with estimated increases as follows: 
 

 
 
Of the approximately 294 cities in Washington, Snoqualmie’s property tax levy rate currently ranks about 
122nd, with 121 cities having a higher property tax rate than Snoqualmie, and 172 having a lower property 
tax rate than Snoqualmie. However, this data does not account for cities who may contract out fire, police, or 
other services for which property tax is levied under a separate district. 
 
For cities within the county, both nearby and/or of a similar size, Snoqualmie’s property tax levy rate 
compares as follows: 
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BUDGET IMPACTS  
 
The City budgeted $4,258,154 in the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget for services within the General Fund 
Administration classification (#001).  Currently $2,153,599 has been spent in the current biennium and 
$207,219 is encumbered for contracts within the within the General Fund Administration classification, 
leaving $1,897,336 for new expenditures.  
 
This agenda bill will increase election-related expenditures, as Snoqualmie is not expecting to have any 

propositions or legislative positions on the ballot. However, the cost of elections varies depending on the 

level of activity from other jurisdictions. Based on the last election in 2023, the cost of placing the Public 

Safety Sales Tax Voter proposition on the ballot would be $46,000, leaving $1,851,336 in budgetary 

appropriation. Therefore, sufficient appropriation exists within the 2023-24 Biennial Budget (General Fund 

Administration - #001) to fund a ballot initiative. 

 

 
 
 
NEXT STEPS 

This is the first reading of this ordinance. Council may choose to waive the second reading of Ordinance No. 
XXXX and adopt it immediately, or consider the second reading on January 8, 2024 at which time Council may 
choose to adopt the ordinance at that time.  

PROPOSED ACTION 

 
Motion to waive Council Rule of Procedure 9.6.2.2 and adopt Ordinance No. XXXX on first and final reading.  
 
OR 
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Motion to authorize the first reading pertaining to adoption of Ordinance No. XXXX Providing a Submission to the 
Qualified Electors of the City at an Election to be Held on August 6, 2024 for a Proposition Authorizing the City to 
Lift the Levy Limit Established in RCW 84.55.010.  
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 1 of 4 

 

ORDINANCE NO. XXXX 

  

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SNOQUALMIE, 

WASHINGTON PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO 

THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY AT AN 

ELECTION TO BE HELD ON AUGUST 1, 2024, OF A 

PROPOSITION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO LIFT THE 

LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN RCW 84.55.010, USING A 

SINGLE-YEAR PERMANENT LEVY LID LIFT, TO 

PROVIDE FUNDS TO PAY COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 

MAINTAINING THE SERVICE LEVELS OF PUBLIC 

SAFETY, STREETS, AND PARKS, PROVIDING FOR 

SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 

 

 

WHEREAS, Property tax is the main revenue source for the City’s General Operating 

Fund and increases are capped at one percent (1%) annually by Chapter 84.55.010 of the Revised 

Code of Washington; and 

WHEREAS, inflation in the Seattle area has been substantially higher than one percent 

(1%); and 

WHEREAS, in order to provide funds to pay the costs of public safety, including 

operations affecting 911 emergency response times, police officers, firefighters, and emergency 

medical technicians for Basic Life Support; street maintenance and safety improvements; and 

preservation of parks, trails and natural areas within the City of Snoqualmie, Washington (the 

“City”), it is deemed advisable that the City impose taxes within the limits permitted to cities; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 84.55.050 authorizes the voters of a city to authorize an increase above 

the levy limitations established in RCW 84.55.010; and 

 

WHEREAS, the conditions here and above set forth require the holding of a special 

election in the City; 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 2 of 4 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie as 

follows: 

Section 1. Findings. The City Council hereby adopts and incorporates by reference the 

above recitals as findings in support of this Ordinance.  

Section 2. Levy of Additional Regular Property Taxes. It is hereby found and declared that 

the best interests of the City require the submission to the qualified electors of the City of the 

proposition whether the City shall levy regular property taxes above the levy limitations 

established in RCW 84.55.010 for their ratification or rejection at an election to be held on August 

6, 2024 for the purpose of providing funds to pay costs associated with public safety, including 

operations affecting 911 emergency response times, police officers, firefighters, and emergency 

medical technicians for Basic Life Support; street maintenance; and the preservation of parks, trails 

and natural areas within the City. The Director of King County Elections, as ex officio supervisor 

of elections in King County, Washington, is hereby requested to call and conduct such an election 

to be held within the City on such day and to submit to the qualified electors of the City for their 

approval or rejection a proposition to increase the City's regular property tax levy by up to $0.11 

per $1,000 of assessed valuation (to a total rate not to exceed $1.93 per $1,000 of assessed 

valuation) for collection beginning on January 1, 2025, as allowed by chapter 84.55 RCW. The 

2025 levy amount will be used to calculate subsequent levy limits. 

Section 3. Ballot Proposition. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed, not later 

than May 3, 2024, to certify a proposition to the Director of King County Elections in substantially 

the following form: 

 

CITY OF SNOQUALMIE 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 3 of 4 

 

PROPOSITION 1 

PUBLIC SAFETY OPERATIONS, STREETS AND PARKS MAINTENANCE LEVY 

The City of Snoqualmie, Washington adopted Ordinance No. 

XXXX concerning public safety, the maintenance of streets, and the 

preservation of parks.  This proposition would fund public safety, 

including operations affecting 911 emergency response times, 

police officers, firefighters, and emergency medical technicians for 

Basic Life Support; street maintenance including asphalt repair and 

the sweeping of streets; and park and trail preservation including 

landscape maintenance and the repair of park facilities, protecting 

and sustaining service levels which have been impacted by inflation.  

It increases the City’s property tax rate by up to $0.11/$1,000 to a 

total maximum rate of $1.93/$1,000 of assessed valuation for 

collection in 2025 and annually thereafter. Should this proposition 

be approved? 

Section 4. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect five days after its passage and 

publication as provided by law. 

Section 5. Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance is found to be invalid or 

unenforceable for any reason, such finding shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any 

other section of this ordinance.   

 

Section 6. Corrections by the City Clerk or Code Reviser.  Upon approval of the City 

Attorney, the City Clerk and Code Reviser are authorized to make necessary corrections to this 
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Ordinance No. XXXX 

Published: Page 4 of 4 

 

ordinance, including the correction of clerical errors; references to other local, state or federal laws, 

codes, rules, or regulations, or ordinance numbering and section/subsection numbering. 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Snoqualmie, Washington at a regular meeting 

thereof and  

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Snoqualmie on this 8th day of January 2024. 

 

 

______________________________ 

Katherine Ross, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  

 

____________________________ ______________________________ 

Deana Dean, City Clerk     David Linehan, Interim City Attorney 
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