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November 20, 2023 

 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR HYBRID MEETING 

Monday, November 20, 2023, at 7:00 PM 

Snoqualmie City Hall, 38624 SE River Street & Zoom 

 
COMMISSIONERS 
Chair: Luke Marusiak 
Vice Chair: Andre Testman 
Commissioners: Chris Alef, Ashleigh Kilcup, Michael Krohn, Darrell Lambert, and Steve Smith. 

Join by Telephone at 7:00 PM: To listen to the meeting via telephone, please call 253.215.8782 and enter  
Webinar ID 864 8750 2701 and Password 1900040121 if prompted.  
 Press *9 to raise your hand to speak. Raising your hand signals the meeting moderator that you have a 
comment. 
 Press *6 to mute and unmute. 

Join by Internet at 7:00 PM:  To watch the meeting over the internet via your computer, follow these steps:   
 1) Click this link  
 2) If the Zoom app is not installed on your computer, you will be prompted to download it. 
 3) If prompted for Webinar ID, enter 864 8750 2701; Enter Password 1900040121 
 4) Please confirm that your audio works prior to participating. 

This meeting will be conducted in person and remotely using teleconferencing technology provided by Zoom. 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

MINUTES 

1. Approval of the minutes dated November 11, 2023. 

PERMIT REVIEW/DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
The Planning Commission, sitting as the Design Review Board or the Historic Design Review Board, reviews the 
design of certain development proposals in Snoqualmie. The Planning Commission also reviews certain 
development permits per the Snoqualmie Municipal Code. Public comment may be limited for some or all of these 
items due to the nature of the permit approval process. 

LEGISLATIVE/POLICY ITEMS/REGULATIONS 
The Planning Commission reviews proposed legislation within its scope of authority, including Comprehensive Plan 
amendments and development regulation amendments, and planning and development replated policy items 
referred by the City Council. 

2. Transportation Element 

3. Capital Facilities Element  

OTHER BUSINESS 
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Items of Planning Commissioner Interest 

Upcoming Schedule 

4. Future Agenda List 

5. Work Program 

ADJOURNMENT 
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PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

REGULAR HYBRID MEETING  

NOVEMBER 6, 2023 
 

 
This meeting was conducted in person and remotely using teleconferencing technology provided by Zoom. 
 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL: Chair Marusiak called the meeting to order 7:01 PM 

Commissioners: 
Chair Luke Marusiak, Vice- Chair Testman, Michael Krohn, Darrell Lambert, Steve Smith, Ashleigh Kilcup, and Chris 
Alef were present. 
 
Councilmember Johnson was also in attendance.   
 
City Staff: 
Emily Arteche, Community Development Director; Jeff Hamlin, Interim Parks and Public Works Director; Ashley 
Wragge, Planning Technician; Jonathan Kesler, Senior Planner; Andy Lathum, IT Support Systems.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No comments.  
 
AGENDA APPROVAL 
Agenda approved unanimously after switching item 3 and 4.  

 
MINUTES  
October 16, 2023 were approved unanimously.  

 
COUNCIL LIASION UPDATE 

New City Administrator. Upcoming discussion on proposals for the community center and end of January 
for a maximum price.  

  
HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

No review. 
 
LEGISLATIVE/POLICY ITEMS/ REGULATIONS 

Mixed Use Final Plan 
Staff introduced what the Mixed Use Final Plan update will entail. Conditions will be looked at in SRI to 
tailor preferences toward retail. Amendments will be pulled together in a table will main efforts being to 
target retail updates along Center Street. Next step will be to bring redline version to the commission.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Comprehensive Plan- Transportation 
Final round of initial policies and revisions from previous input were reviewed. New goals and policies 
reviewed were: travel demand and environmental stewardship, grouping services and open-ended 
sustainability language; Planning, Design, and Maintenance, discussion about pedestrian safety and traffic 
efficiency. Subsequently, goals for the element were reviewed.   
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Comprehensive Plan- Capital Facilities  
Introduced the Capital Facilities element. A broad overview of the requirements, financial constraints, 
current growth and inventory, as well as project funding were covered. Examples of what the commission 
will be going over were given.  
 
Planning Commission Interest 
Condemned home 
Traffic light issues on Parkway 
Comprehensive Plan Open House 
Parkway Transfer 
 
Upcoming Schedule 
Future Agenda List 
Work Program 
The next meeting will be on Monday November 20, 2023.  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Commissioner Marusiak, SECONDED by Commissioner Krohn to adjourn the meeting.   

Motion carried unanimously.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

 

 

Minutes by Ashley Wragge, Planning Technician 

Recorded meeting audio is available on the City website after the meeting. 

Minutes approved at the ________ Planning Commission Meeting. 
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Community Development Department 
 

 

Emily Arteche, Director 

38624 SE River St. | P.O. Box 987 
Snoqualmie, Washington 98065 

(425) 888-5337 | earteche@snoqualmiewa.gov 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Planning Commission 

From:  Emily Arteche, Director 

Karla Boughton, Perteet 

Date:  November 20, 2023 

Subject: Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Element Policy Review  - Final Revisions  

 

Background 

The Washington Growth Management Act (GMA) requires King County and cities within King County to 

update their comprehensive plans on or before December 31, 2024. The transportation chapter 

(sometimes referred to as an “element”) is an essential piece of the Comprehensive Plan and must show 

how the City intends to provide a transportation system capable of providing for the updated growth 

targets over the planning horizon of 20 years.  This chapter provides a summary of the existing 

transportation system and will address the long-term transportation needs and goals of the community. 

 

Analysis 

The City’s existing transportation use element includes policies in six focus areas. These areas include 

land use and transportation coordination, intergovernmental transportation planning, street system, 

bicycle and pedestrian system, travel demand management and environmental stewardship, and 

planning, design and maintenance.  An internal review of the transportation policies was conducted to 

determine relevance, accuracy, and adherence to new regulations.  

 

On October 2, 2023, staff/consultant presented a primer on transportation planning and the 

components of the Transportation chapter.  On October 16, 2023, staff/consultant presented the first 

set of proposed updates to transportation policies to the Planning Commission.   On November 6, 2023, 

the remaining proposed updates to transportation policies were presented, suggested goals for the 

element, and three revised policies based on comments from the October 16, 2023 Commission 

meeting.   

 

On November 20, 2023, revisions to policies discussed at November 6, 2023 are presented for Planning 

Commission confirmation, as well as one additional goal pertaining to the “Planning, Design and 

Maintenance” topic is included. 

 

The objective of the transportation policies review is to improve clarity in policy language, remove 

duplicative language, update terminology, and reflect recent changes to the Growth Management Act, 

and PSRC’s VISION 2050.  
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Draft Transportation Policies

Organized by following topics:
 Land Use and Transportation Coordination
 Intergovernmental Transportation Planning
 Street System
 Bicycle and Pedestrian System

 Travel Demand Management and Environmental 
Stewardship

 Planning Design and Maintenance
 Goals
 Revisions from Oct. 16th Meeting

 Revisions from Nov. 6th Meeting

October 16th

November 6th

November 20th
7
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Draft Transportation Policies:
Travel Demand and Environmental Stewardship

• Consider additional opportunities including leveraging grants, for the 
installation of electric vehicle recharge and alternate fuel refueling 
stations to actively encourage and promote the use of electric and 
alternatively-fueled vehicles.

• Design transportation facilities improvements consistent with City 
stormwater regulations, and which minimize impacts and 
encourages to fish passage and wildlife habitat areas and corridors.

Color Code
VISION 2050
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Draft Transportation Policies: 
Planning, Design and Maintenance

• Encourage design of new developments to provide efficient pedestrian friendly 
traffic circulation. Limit the use of cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets in new 
development to encourage efficient traffic circulation.
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Draft Transportation Policies: 
GOALS

• Encourage a system of safe trails and corridors that supports non-motorized
travel for commuting, local trips and healthy physical activity.

• Design, maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of the City's
transportation system and investments.

10

Item 2.



Draft Capital Facilities and Utilities Policies

General Approach

• Remove duplicative policies

• Update policy language consistent with changes to 
Countywide Planning Policies and state law

• Update policies to reflect PSRC 2050 Vision Plan and Wa 
State Department of Commerce periodic update checklist
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Goal 9

Quality and reliable public services 
and infrastructure are delivered to 
the City's current and future 
residents. 

Current adopted goal language
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Infrastructure Maintenance

• Adopt level of service standards to accommodate growth concurrent with 
development.

• Seek grants to fund capital improvements whenever feasible, and plan for 
available funding to support the City's share of  planned improvements.

• Manage City debt to effectively while maintaining reserves for emergencies.

• Allocate City sewer and water connection fees primarily for capital improvements 
related to facility expansion.

• Size essential capital facilities to meet the long-term demands of the community, 
and when feasible, phase facility development to match capital investments with 
actual community needs.
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Infrastructure Maintenance

• Evaluate new and existing sources of funding for services, maintenance and 
infrastructure. 

• Ensure parks facility users are paying a reasonable share of the costs of operating 
and maintaining the facilities.

• Provide adequate infrastructure in applicable areas to support the development 
of regional centers.*

• Avoid growth in areas that cannot be adequately served by utilities.*

• Define essential public facilities, consistent with the Revised Code of Washington 
and the  Growth Management Act.*

Note: * indicates a policy added for compliance with PSRC or state regulations
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Regional Coordination

• Annually adopt by reference the Snoqualmie Valley School District Six-Year 
Capital Facility Plan and update school impact fees on new residential units to 
ensure that school facilities will be provided to meet projected growth.

• Participate in inter-jurisdictional efforts to site essential capital facilities and 
pursue agreements among jurisdictions to mitigate against the disproportionate 
burden that may fall on the jurisdiction which becomes the site of a facility.
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Regional Coordination

• If the City is selected as a state or regional capital facility site, or is otherwise 
impacted by such a facility, ensure appropriate mitigation for local impacts is 
provided.

• Coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions on infrastructure projects that cross 
city boundaries in planning, development, and design.*

• Work with Snoqualmie Valley School District to meet existing and future 
community needs, including safe, walkable schools.*

Note: * indicates a policy added for compliance with PSRC or state regulations
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Utility Reliability

• Plan for the general locations for major or “trunk” utility facility locations and 
consider designating routes and locations suitable for facility improvements, 
subject to development regulations.

• Coordinate with other jurisdictions to implement multi-jurisdictional facility 
improvements, and attempt to coordinate land use procedures for consistent 
decision making.

• Ensure that utility improvements minimize neighborhood impacts, are 
environmentally sensitive, aesthetically pleasing, safe and provided in a timely 
manner to serve planned growth.
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Utility Reliability

• To the maximum extent feasible, require the undergrounding of all new electrical 
and communication lines, the undergrounding of existing lines during road and 
utility  improvements,  and/or architectural compatibility of all new above-
ground facilities.

• Encourage the joint use of utility corridors for agriculture or passive recreation 
uses, provided that such uses are consistent with prudent legal and utility 
practice.

• Require the joint use or co-location of utility trenches, conduits and poles to 
minimize poles and aboveground structures, and to provide for the expansion, 
maintenance and upgrading facilities with the least amount of service disruption.
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Utility Reliability

• Increase the resilience of utilities and infrastructure by preparing for disasters 
and planning for system recovery.*

• Provide residents with access to high quality drinking water that meets or is 
better than state and federal requirements.*

• Reduce per capita rate of water consumption through conservation, efficiency, 
reclamation, and reuse.*

• Replace failing septic systems within the urban growth area with sanitary sewers 
or alternative technology that is comparable or better.*

• Allow natural boundaries to help determine the routes and placement of 
infrastructure  connections and improvements.*

Note: * indicates a policy added for compliance with PSRC or state regulations
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Capital Facilities Maintenance

• Establish level of service standards to guide delivery of quality services to current 
and future residents and businesses. 

• Consider the impacts of climate change, economic, and health impacts when 
siting and building essential capital facilities.

• Site or expand capital facilities in a manner that considers impacts on historically 
marginalized communities.*

• Do not locate capital facilities outside the urban growth area unless it is 
demonstrated that non-urban sites are the most appropriate location.*

Note: * indicates a policy added for compliance with PSRC or state regulations
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Draft Public Facilities and Utilities Policies:  
Capital Facilities Maintenance

• Reduce and mitigate noise and light pollution caused by capital facilities.*

• Design capital facilities to achieve community development objectives and 
improve neighborhoods.*

• Plan for the long-term renewal or replacement of aging capital facilities as 
needed to maintain target service levels.

• Coordinate capital investment projects and programs across departments.

Note: * indicates a policy added for compliance with PSRC or state regulations
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Community Development Department 
 

 

Emily Arteche, Director 

38624 SE River St. | P.O. Box 987 
Snoqualmie, Washington 98065 

(425) 888-5337 | earteche@snoqualmiewa.gov 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Planning Commission 

From:  Emily Arteche, Director 

Todd Chase, Principal, FCS GROUP 

Martin Chaw, Sr. Project Manager, FCS GROUP 

Date:  November 15, 2023 

Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update – Proposed Policies Capital Facilities and Utilities Element 

 

The Washington Growth Management Act (GMA) requires King County and cities within King County to 

update their comprehensive plans on or before December 31, 2024. The capital facilities and utilities 

chapter (sometimes referred to as an “element”) is a required element under RCW 36.70A.070(3) and 

mandates the inclusion of the following components: inventory of existing capital facilities, forecast of 

future capital facility needs; locations and capacities of new capital facilities; six year funding plan; and to 

reassess the land use element (RCW 36.70A.070(1)) if funding falls short.    An overarching GMA goal of 

this chapter is to provide for a comprehensive identification of the public facilities needed to accommodate 

forecasted growth and identifies those projects which have secured funding as well as a list of projects 

which have not yet been funded.   

 

As you recall, at the previous November 6, 2023 Planning Commission meeting, staff and Martin Chaw, Sr. 

Project Manager, from FCS GROUP presented an overview of the capital facilities chapter and its 

requirements under GMA.   

 

At the November 20, 2023 Planning Commission meeting, staff and Martin Chaw, Sr. Project Manager, 

from FCS GROUP will present proposed policies for the Capital Facilities and Utilities elements.  We will use 

this meeting to seek the Commission’s initial feedback and direction on the proposed changes. 
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Agenda Items

17-Jul 7-Aug 21-Aug 5-Sep 18-Sep 2-Oct 16-Oct 6-Nov 20-Nov 4-Dec 18-Dec

Comprehensive Plan Review

Housing 
Introduction 

Housing

Housing Goals 

and Policies

Housing 

Goals and 

Policies

Final Draft 

Recommendation 

for Housing

Land Use
Land Use Goals 

and Policies

Land Use 

Goals and 

Policies

Land Use Goals 

and Policies

Enviroment
Intro to 

Enviroment

Capital Facilities

Intro to Capital 

Facilities and 

Utilites 

Capital 

Facilites and 

Utilities

Capital 

Facilites and 

Utilities

Transportation

Intro to 

Transportation 

Element

 Transportation 

Goal & Policies

Transportation 

Goal & Policies

Community Character

Parks and Open Space

Economic Development

Economic 

Development 

Goals and 

Polices

Economic 

Development 

Goals and 

Polices

ED Comm 

recommendation 

of approval of 

Econ Dev Elem

Design Review / 

Historic Design Review

Training

Other

Staff/Chair comment items

Code Amendments

Accessory 

Dwelling Units 

(ADUs) 

ADUs (Public 

Hearing)

ADUs (cont 

Public Hearing)

Mixed-Use 

Final Plan 

Amendment

Key

Public Hearing/Action

Discussion

Training

FUTURE AGENDA LIST
2023
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Agenda Items

2-Jan 16-Jan 5-Feb 20-Feb 4-Mar 18-Mar 1-Apr 15-Apr 6-May 20-May 3-Jun

Comprehensive Plan Review

Housing 

Land Use

Enviroment
Enviroment Goals 

and Policies

Capital Facilities

Transportation

Community Character

Parks and Open Space

Economic Development

Design Review / 

Historic Design Review

Training

Other
Commission 

Elections

Staff/Chair comment items

Code Amendments

Key

Public Hearing/Action

Discussion

Training

FUTURE AGENDA LIST
2024
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 Planning Commission Work Program 
Items are not listed in any order. Updated periodically. 

 
 

 

 

 

2023 WORK PROGRAM ITEMS 

TOPIC DATE STAFF 

Comprehensive Plan Update Throughout 2023 Various 

Snoqualmie Ridge Mixed Use Final Plan Amend – Center Blvd Retail Uses Beginning Nov 2023 J. Kesler 

 

 

 

2024 WORK PROGRAM ITEMS 

TOPIC DATE STAFF 

Comprehensive Plan Update Throughout 2024 Various 

Snoqualmie Ridge Mixed Use Final Plan Amend – Center Blvd Retail Uses 
Cont. in 1st ¼ of 
2024 

Various 

Historic Preservation Code Revisions Early 2024 Various 

Snoqualmie Mill Design Standards TBD Various 

Wireless Code update TBD Various 

Sign Code update 2nd ½ of 2024 Various 

Updates to Code RE: Temp & Emergency Housing Early 2024 Various 
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