
 
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 

March 13, 2025 at 11:30 AM 

White Pine Conference Room, City Hall Second Floor - 1123 W. Lake St. Sandpoint, Idaho 

 

Call to Order 

Roll Call 

Meeting Minutes Approval 

1. Approval of Minutes from Committee's February 13, 2025, Meeting - action item 

Old/Unfinished Business 

2. Staff Presentation: Selection of Presiding Officer when Committee Chair and Vice Chair are 
unavailable to attend in person 

New Business 

3. Staff Presentation: Daher #1 Subdivision Preliminary Plat 

4. Development Review Subcommittee Report/Presentation 

5. Intersection Subcommittee Report and Proposed Recommendation on Construction of Curb 
Ramps - action item 

6. Other Subcommittee Reports 

7. Staff Presentation: Fourth Avenue Sidewalk Project 

8. Staff Presentation: Phase 3 Downtown Revitalization Project 

General Announcements/Comments 

Adjourn 

Public Participation Options and Information 
Before the meeting, comment in writing: Email cityclerk@sandpointidaho.gov or deliver to City Hall. 
Attend in person: See above for meeting location. Seating available on first-come, first-served basis. 
Attend remotely: Register at https://www.sandpointidaho.gov/meetings. 
After the meeting, view the recording on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/CityofSandpoint. 
For questions or requests for special accommodation: At least 48 hours prior to the meeting, send a 
message to the email address above or call (208) 263-3310. 
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PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

February 13, 2025 at 11:30 AM 

Council Chambers at City Hall - 1123 W. Lake St. Sandpoint, Idaho 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Cate Huisman called the meeting of the Sandpoint Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee to 
order at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, February 13, 2025, in Council chambers at City Hall, 1123 W. Lake 
Street, Sandpoint, Idaho. 

Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Cate Huisman, Chair 
Molly O’Reilly, Vice Chair 
Julie Perchynski 
Radley Peterson 
Reid Weber 
Erin Billings 
 

ABSENT 
Jennifer Heller 
Evan Lewis 

Staff liaison Brandon Staglund, City Engineer, and Board clerk Heather Faircloth were also in attendance. 
City Council liaison Deb Ruehle was absent. Chair Huisman announced that, on January 31, 2025, Taylor 
Prather resigned her seat on the Committee, noting that Mayor Grimm plans to appoint a new member. 

Meeting Minutes Approval 

1. The minutes from the Committee’s January 9, 2025, meeting were approved as presented. 
 Motion made by Vice Chair O’Reilly, seconded by Mr. Weber. All Committee members present 

voted in favor. 

Old/Unfinished Business 

2. Continued Discussion on Public Lake Access at Ella, Euclid and Division Streets 

Mr. Staglund shared that he did not have an update on this item. The City will need to find 
funding to build a sidewalk down to the lake access on the South end of Euclid Street, in addition 
to funding for signage, benches, and possible landscape additions. Ideally this project would be 
on a timeline for this coming summer during construction season, however it is too early in the 
project and there could be delays. Chair Cate Huisman reminded committee members that if 
they come across any other streets with possible lake access to please bring them to the 
committee. Mrs. Huisman also shared that Kaniksu Land Trust is putting together a map of the 
whole lake with all public access points and that would include the city access points. 

New Business 

3. Brief Reports from Subcommittees 
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 Ms. Billings shared an update from the Events Subcommittee, and they are looking into “Bike to 
Work” as a potential event this May but are still researching other opportunities.  

 Ms. O’Reilly shared an update from the Intersection Subcommittee. At this time, they are dividing 
up tasks and locations that are of interest to the subcommittee. 

 Mr. Peterson shared an update from the Multimodal Transportation Master Plan Subcommittee. 
The subcommittee is currently looking at the First Avenue Project with City Staff and plans to 
have notes for the Committee at the next scheduled meeting. 

 Ms. Billings announced that, due to scheduling conflicts, the Development Review 
Subcommittee has not been able to meet yet. 

4. Proposed Downtown Parking Management Plan 

City of Sandpoint Community Planning and Development Director Jason Welker provided a 
presentation on the City’s proposed Downtown Parking Management Plan, followed by 
Committee discussion. Information only; no Committee action. 

5. Downtown Parking Lot Reconstruction Concept 

Mr. Staglund provided a presentation on the Downtown Parking Lot Reconstruction Concept, 
followed by Committee discussion. Information only; no Committee action. 

6. Selection of Presiding Officer when Chair and Vice Chair are Attending Remotely 

Following a brief explanation by Mr. Staglund, the Committee postponed this item for further 
discussion, to be included as Old Business on the Committee’s next meeting agenda. 

General Announcements/Comments 

Ms. Perchynski introduced information on potential grant funding, which will be forwarded to a 
subcommittee for further review. No additional general announcements or comments. 

Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:29 pm. 

 

I presided over this meeting and can confirm that these minutes, prepared by the Board clerk, were 
approved by the Committee during their meeting on _______________, 2025. 

 

 

              
Cate Huisman, Chair     Attest: Heather Faircloth, Board Clerk 
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Development Review Subcommittee meeting notes 2/26/2025, 8am-8:27am 

 

Present: Erin, Molly, Jen 

 

Advantages of involving SPBAC early 

 

Committee will have more positive outreach to the public as it fulfills its mandate to involve the 

public. 

 

Committee can request ped/bike improvements that city may not feel comfortable asking for. 

 

Early comments/proposed conditions from SPBAC can be included in staff report to P&Z when 

staff agrees with them. 

 

Examples of developments SPBAC feels it should review: 

 Development on Ontario 

 Development on Lincoln 

 Multifamily units 6+ 

 Any Subdivision 

 City right of way projects 

 Commercial development 

 Industrial development 

 

Committee would like a better system for knowing of impending development than volunteers 

watching the city website. 

 

This subcommittee will not plan another meeting at this time. It hopes the full SPBAC will adopt 

its recommendations as its. 

 

Respectfully, 

Molly O’Reilly 
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Notes on Intersection Subcommittee meeting 1/22/2025 5:30pm; Cate Huisman’s house and 

Zoom 

 

Present: Cate, Jen, Julie, Molly on Zoom 

 

Agreed that we would meet the first Wednesday of the month at the same time. Call this the 

February meeting; next one is in March. 

 

Why are each of us on this committee? 

 

Cate: almost hit three times at Boyer/Highway 2. A right turn was the problem. She wants to deal 

with that dangerous crossing. 

 

Jen: No strong committee preferences but knows that dangerous intersections are not fun.  

 

Molly: Sandpoint needs to focus on making intersections safe for walking and biking for all 

users. (It was a longer speech, but boiled down to that.) We should make recommendations that 

can be applied throughout the city. Boyer/Highway 2 is dangerous; left turns have almost taken 

her out.  

 

Julie: would really like to have highway 2 speed limit be reduced to 25 from 35. It affects 

intersection safety all along the corridor. Mark Fenton leading the walking tour at Dairy Depot 

had a number of suggestions for intersection safety. That intersection needs several 

improvements. Signs that explain crosswalk law would be good. 

 

Jen: folks complain that kids step out without looking and need training. Walking town signs are 

a plus. Ask Erin Billings what schools are doing to teach walking safety? Are kids in the rural 

neighborhood schools taught waking/cycling safety for when they will be in middle school in 

town?  

 

Julie: no flashing light on Division at middle and high schools.  

 

Jen: learn which Highway 2 intersections will be remodeled by the city and get involved. Look 

into pedestrian lead times and prohibiting unprotected left turns,   

 

Cate: work on Highway 2 Boyer recommendations: possibilities, move crossings to the corners, 

pedestrian lead time, no right on red 

 

Julie: research speed limit; what does it take to reduce it on the highway? 

 

Molly: curb ramp and curb radii information in a form to offer to the committee for 

recommendations for city-wide policies. 

 

Adjourned 6:37pm. Molly took notes. 
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Notes on Intersection Subcommittee meeting 1/22/2025 5:32pm; Cate Huisman’s house 

and Zoom 
 
Present: Cate, Julie, Jen; Molly on Zoom 
 
Findings of subcommittee members after researching previous meeting topics:  
 
-Julie established a point of contact at ITD, with whom she discussed the possibility of reducing 
speed limit from 35mph to 25mph down the busier stretch of Hwy 2 (from Dover intersection to 
Boyer). He appears to think the current speed limit on the stretch from federal building to Dub’s 
already is 25mph.  
Before next subcommittee meeting, Julie will re-contact and explore the potential that ITD 
expectations don’t match facts on the ground, possibly by including photographs of current 
signage. If corridor is mis-signed, subcommittee will likely recommend that Ped-Bike committee 
approach the city for potential corrections. 
 
-Molly conducted more research on curb/curb radii standards and recommendations. Various 
sources (Institute of Traffic Engineers document/ID State (Pocatello) professor) stress 
importance of tighter curb radii to slow traffic transitions and promote pedestrian safety. Curb 
radii recommendations vary by rural vs urban traffic patterns and priorities; ASHTO standards 
are typically for city/heavy traffic. PROWAG stresses that “accessible” sidewalks need 
consistent ramps at intersections, and in both directions of potential movement. Angle of 
approach is particularly crucial for directing & steering ADA traffic (ie wheelchair users, who may 
have poor neck mobility, and blind pedestrians). Standardized curb radii standards are needed 
city-wide. 12ft radii paired with curb ramps would be a strong start in promoting pedestrian 
safety.  
Before next subcommittee meeting, Molly will finish drafting a motion for the Ped-Bike 
committee to recommend that the city return to 12ft standard (as previously used) and put curb 
ramps in each direction at intersections, including directions or crossings that “aren’t used yet” 
or are low usage. By installing low-use curb ramps during construction projects, the city will 
save money on future retrofitting as pedestrian patterns develop and change.  
 
-Jen was unable to get her assigned research done due to personal matters.  
Before next subcommittee meeting, Jen will contact a city staff person to learn which Hwy 2 
intersections will be remodeled by the city in the near future (of particular interest for the 
Intersections subcommittee are the Boyer/2 intersection; and upcoming First Ave project). Jen 
will also look into data on pedestrian lead times for dangerous intersections, and/or prohibiting 
unprotected left turns for the same. 
 
-Cate brought in a street-level observation that the paint has already worn off part of the 
crosswalk(s) at Boyer & Hwy 2. Her findings on the effectiveness of pedestrian signs on edge of 
city were mixed. She also noted that there may be signs on/around Boyer already that may not 
be terribly effective. She posits that the R turn lanes (particularly southbound) at the Boyer/Hwy 
2 intersection are the most dangerous: when lights turn green, right-turning cars often don’t fully 
stop or yield, meaning pedestrians have to watch behind themselves quite carefully as they step 
out into their crosswalk. While a pedestrian lead time might help, she suggests it could also be a 
detriment if it simply gives pedestrians more time to be fully in the lane (and more easily hit by 
distracted/inattentive right-turning drivers, increasing likelihood of a car strike).  
Before next subcommittee meeting, Cate will continue to explore the topic of pedestrian signs 
further (are there signs that pedestrians can activate as they cross, similar to RRFB 
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installations?). She will also contact the city to encourage the repainting of the Boyer/Hwy 2 
intersection crosswalks as soon as season/weather permits. She will also better explore the 
technical process of subcommittees adding a motion to the Ped-Bike agenda (timeframe 
required, etc).  
 
Miscellanea:  
 
-Julie mentioned community chatter: members of the public are questioning why Fifth Ave 
crossings (across 4-5 lanes) don’t merit RRFB installations (like those at Oak/Fifth and 
Church/Fifth). There was discussion on the history of designated City Beach routes as laid out 
in the MMTP maps, particularly with children’s safety in mind.  
 
-Molly will email Jason Welker before next subcommittee meeting to inquire how Third Ave 
limited entry/exit on new city parking lot design will affect/be effected by Farmer’s Market? 
Should temporary barriers be used during market hours to protect Oak St pedestrians (ie 
enforcing only R turn in/L turn exit during market hours)? 
 
-Questions the subcommittee hopes to further explore in regards to the Boyer/Hwy 2 
intersection:  
—>Feasibility of moving Boyer/2 crossing areas closer to the corners, so that pedestrians are 
more visible to drivers and have less distance to cross.  
—>Feasibility of including crossing islands in future redesigns of the intersection.  
—>Instituting turn protections optimized for pedestrians (ie no right turn on red; moving left turns 
to protected-only; etc).  
 
Agreed to meet next on March 27 at 7:30am at Cate’s house.  
Adjourned 6:28 pm.  Jen took notes.  
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Intersection Subcommittee Recommendations for 

Committee Approval to Recommend to the City 

 

Intersections are where blocks end (on at least one side) and cross traffic enters/leaves. Legally, 

they encompass the full width of the public right of way. In Sandpoint, sidewalks are on public 

property, at the outer edge of the right of way.  

 

Until very recently, the emphasis among traffic/transportation engineers was to move motor 

vehicles through the intersection as quickly as possible. Only relatively recently have the needs 

for all modes started to be recognized as important in basic planning. 

 

The speed of motorized traffic is largely determined by the drivers’ calculation of what is safe 

and doable. If sight distances are long, roadways and lanes are wide, traffic will move faster. If 

corners are set back (meaning the curb radii are wide) turns will be quick.  

 

Curb radius: in Sandpoint, it always used to be 12 ft. We recommend a return to the 12 ft. curb 

radius. The advantages are: turning speeds are lower, pedestrians are more visible and have less 

distance to travel in traffic lanes, and curb ramps can easily point in the direction of travel. 

Slower speeds improve safety for all. 

 

AASHTO (American Assn of State Highway Traffic Officials) calls for wider radii on collectors 

in neighborhoods. They are assuming large trucks will be using those collectors in bigger cities. 

Our design vehicle for Sandpoint neighborhoods should be a FedEx van or very small delivery 

truck. Larger vehicles can negotiate a 12’ radius curb if parked vehicles are not close by.   

 

The Institute of Traffic Engineers (ITE) endorses tighter urban curb radii on urban streets. (cite 

report) 

 

The Committee recommends that neighborhood streets, collectors and arterials in 

neighborhoods all have 12’ curb radii. 

 

Curb ramps: The Access Board as just published PROWAG (Public Rights of Way Accessiblilty 

Guidelines) and it has been approved by USDOT.  

 

PROWAG calls for curb ramps in both directions at intersections as the strongly preferred 

option. Those ramps are required on any new sidewalk or pathway or when improvements are 

made to the traffic lanes. Where pedestrian travel is prohibited (and thus curb ramps are not 

provided) a physical barrier must prevent all pedestrians from crossing. 

 

The city installed new sidewalks on the north side of Pine from Boyer to Division, with almost 

no curb ramps provided to cross Pine Street. That means a blind person can get lost trying to 

cross Pine Street and someone in a wheelchair or pushing a stroller has to go into the cross street, 

turn and wait in the street for a gap in traffic to cross Pine.  
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The Committee recommends that all new or improved sidewalks be constructed with curb 

ramps at all corners. Those ramps should be pairs pointing in the two directions of 

pedestrian travel (straight and crossing). 

 

 

 

Motion: I move that SPBAC  

1. recommends that neighborhood streets, collectors and arterials in neighborhoods all 

have 12’ curb radii. 

2. recommends that all new or improved sidewalks be constructed with curb ramps at 

all corners. Those ramps should be pairs pointing in the two directions of pedestrian 

travel (straight and crossing). 
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