
City Council Regular Meeting 2-3-2025 February 03, 2025 Page 1 of 3 

 
City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 2-3-2025 
February 03, 2025 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 713 080 5898 Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Aldermen Present 

4. January 21st, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes 

a. City Council Regular Meeting 1-21-2025 

b. Street and Alley Committee Meeting 1-15-25 

5. Visitors 

a. Visitors: 

6. Public Hearing 

7. Mayor Norby 

a. Update: 

8. Committee Meeting Work 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Police and Fire– Chairman DiFonzo 
– Rasmussen, Stevenson.  Parks and Recreation – Chairman Christensen – Stevenson, 
Rasmussen.  Water and Sewer – Chairman Godfrey – Christensen, DiFonzo.  Street and Alley – 
Chairman Rasmussen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Sanitation– Chairman Stevenson – Koffler, 
Godfrey.         City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Koffler – Godfrey, Christensen 
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10. Unfinished Business 

11. New Business 

a. Ward #1 Questions and Interview: Jared Troudt  

b. Ward #1 Questions and Interview: Jacqueline Gonzalez 

c. Ward #1 Questions and Interview: Jamie Larson 

d. Ward #1 Questions and Interview: Joe Kauffman 

12. City Planner 

a. Report on Annexation 

13. City Attorney 

a. Update: 

14. Chief of Police 

a. Update: 

15. Public Works Director 

a. Phoenix Capital Oil Lease (tabled 1-21-25) 

b. 2024 Road Improvement Project Pay Application #3 for $486,531.75 (city cost of Richland 
County Project) 

c. RRGL Planning Grant for Water Per Awarded for $40,000.00 

d. Notice of Award for Schedules 1 and 2 for North Park Elevated Water Tower Replacement  

e. Update: 

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

a. Zoning Code Update for Prohibited Fencing Material  

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

a. Denning, Downey & Associates, P.C. Auditor Contract for Federal Audit 

b. Update 

18. Consent Agenda 

a. Claims to be approved: $153,509.97 
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Intermediary Claims to be approved (included in total):  $96,955.42 

#43533            USPS                        $ 1,057.92 

#43536            INTERSTATE ENGINEERING        $ 95,897.50 

 

b. Building Permits to be approved: 2025-045 

19. Adjournment 
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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 1-21-25 (Tuesday) 
January 21, 2025 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 713 080 5898 Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Aldermen Present 

Christensen, Godfrey, Stevenson, Koffler, Rasmussen and DiFonzo.  Absent: None. 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

a. January 6th, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

b. January 15th, 2025 Street and Alley Committee Meeting Minutes 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderwoman Christensen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

5. Visitors 
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Jared Troudt, Jacky Gonzales, Jody Wells (Roundup) and Sidney High School Students: Corey 
Christensen, Jori Horsburgh, Rhett Rossol, Jolene Molloy, Amiya Steinbeisser, Gracie Hentges, 
Clem Bayless. 

Via Zoom: James Falcon-Sidney Herald 

6. Public Hearing 

Nothing. 

7. Mayor Norby 

Nothing. 

8. Committee Meeting Work 

a. Street and Alley Committee-Oil Lease Proposal for City Shop 

Alderwoman Christensen stated the Street and Alley Committee met to discussed the proposed 
lease agreement with Phoenix Capital for the city shop mineral rights.  She stated they have 
recommended that PWD Hintz respond with the better terms recommended by Gordon 
Torgerson.  PWD Hintz stated he will contact then when Mr. Torgerson is back to assist.   

Motion was made to table this until updated terms can be presented. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Christensen, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

b. Street and Alley Committee-Review City Code for Commercial Maximum Fence Height 

Alderwoman Christensen stated they Street and Alley Committee met and reviewed the zoning 
code for fence height for all business, commercial and industrial zones.  She stated they have 
recommended updating the zoning code the B-1 district only to allow for up to 96 inch height 
fences instead of the 72 inch maximum height currently allowed.  

Motion was made to approve moving forward with this code amendment ordinance. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Christensen, Seconded by Alderman DiFonzo. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Police and Fire– Chairman DiFonzo 
– Rasmussen, Stevenson.  Parks and Recreation – Chairman Christensen – Stevenson, 
Rasmussen.  Water and Sewer – Chairman Godfrey – Christensen, DiFonzo.  Street and Alley – 
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Chairman Rasmussen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Sanitation– Chairman Stevenson – Koffler, 
Godfrey.         City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Koffler – Godfrey, Christensen 

 

a. City Council Committee Assignment Rotation 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated the Committee Assignments have been updated on the agenda 
and she also attached the updated committee assignments, per the rotation scheduled approved 
by the City Council.  She stated the Council President and Vice-President positions are 2-year 
terms in line with the municipal elections, and in January 2026 they will be presented with the 
election of those positions. 

10. Unfinished Business 

Nothing. 

11. New Business 

a. CDBG Planning Grant Award of $40,000 and Main Street Montana Grant Award for $20,000 for 
Downtown Master Plan (Chamber of Commerce) 

Alderwoman Godfrey announced the award of the CDBG Planning Grant and the Main Street 
Montana Grant for a total of $60,000, both of which will be used by the Chamber of Commerce 
for their Downtown Master Plan.  All present congratulated the Chamber on these grants. 

12. City Planner 

PWD HIntz stated he and CIty Planner Sanderson have been working on the grant application for 
the 22nd Avenue Bike Path Project.  alderman DiFonzo aksed if they are looking at the east or 
west side and PWD HIntz stated the east side. 

13. City Attorney 

a. Resolution 3945- A Resolution Adopting an Official Newspaper for Official Publications 

City Attorney Kalil read Resolution 3945, adopting an official newspaper for official publication, 
out loud.  Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated the Sidney Herald has reached out to her asking for 
the resolution to be tabled to give them the opportunity to come to the table in the cost 
discussion.  She stated she did inform them of the other issues that have arisen since the Sidney 
office closed and the online publication software has started, including the price, the 10% 
processing fee added to the publication cost, publication deadline issues, lack of communication 
or assistance with publications and most recently an issue with submitted publications not being 
ran when submitted for, which can be extremely detrimental when meeting state codes for 
publications.  She stated as an example of the cost difference between the Round-up and the 
Sidney Herald they ran the Phase 4 Water Tower Phase 1 Bid in both newspapers, the Sidney 
Herald charging $857.87 for 2 publications (including the processing fee) or $429.94 for one 
publication and the Round-up charging $169 for the exact same publication. 
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Motion was made to approve with the correction of 2025 for the year of passing. 

In discussion Mayor Norby tahnked the Round-up for what they do for the community. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Christensen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

14. Chief of Police 

a. December 2024 Police Department Report 

Chief Kraft provided the December 2024 Police Department Report. 

15. Public Works Director 

a. December 2024 Public Works Report 

PWD Hintz presented the December 2024 Public Works Report.  

b. December 2024 Compliance Officer Report 

PWD Hintz presented the December 2024 Compliance Officer Report on behalf of Compliance 
Officer Schroeder. 

c. Nathan and Samantha Damm (313 14th St SE)-Request to connect to city sewer 

PWD Hintz stated he was approached by the Damm's to connect to city sewer.  He stated they are 
across truck route (s side of 14th street), borders current sewer by Saia and Martha's place where 
the City has provided services or has agreed to at their cost to connect.  Clerk/Treasurer 
Chamberlin stated this is a private residential property that is not in the City limits.  Alderwoman 
Christensen asked fi they have to be annexed to do so and PWD Hintz stated they would also be 
provided a protest of annexation letter as Martha's House and Saia have been.  Alderman Koffler 
asked if they are aware of the cost to connect and PWD Hintz stated they are. 

Alderman DiFonzo asked how many  properties in this location should be allowed to connect 
without annexation.  PWD Hintz stated with the Martha's Place addition to services, more will 
want to and if that happens then annexing the area would be a good idea, which is why they are 
requiring the annexation protest waiver.  Alderman DiFonzo stated he feels the City should be 
looking into how many of those properties and annexing the area if they want to be connected to 
City services.  Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated there are steep regulations for annexation which 
include 100% property owner participation, or an election is required.  She further stated if the 
area is going to be annexed, it would be more cost effective for the City to petition the area and 
annex everyone that wishes at once.  Alderman DiFonzo stated that he feels continuing to provide 
the services without annexation is a loss of tax revenue. 

Motion was made to approve the connection of 313 14th St SE to City Sewer without annexation 
but requiring a annexation protest letter be signed. 
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Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman 
Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
Voting Nay: Alderman DiFonzo 

Alderwoman Christensen stated the question of annexation for the area needs to go to the City 
Planner for review.  Alderwoman Rasmussen amended her motion to include that in her original 
motion and Alderman Koffler seconded the amendment.   

In discussion Alderman DiFonzo clarified that this was still a motion approving this specific 
connection and that was confirmed. 

All present voted aye on the amendment to the original motion. 

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

a. December 2024 Fire Run Report 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin presented the December 2024 Fire Run Report on behalf of FM/BI 
Rasmussen. 

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

a. December 2024 Treasurer's Report 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin presented the December 2024 Treasurer's Report.  She stated they 
had the in person meeting with Auditor Bob Denning last week for the FY23-24 audit, which they 
will be expecting the final report on the end of March.  She stated due to the $300,000 loan 
forgiveness for the Phase 3 Waste Water Treatment Project, the City will have to do a Federal 
Audit this year, just barely over the $750,000 threshold of federal funding. 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated the legislative session has begun, as well as the bills pertaining 
to property taxes and the cuts to local governments.  She stated if anyone would like more details 
on the bills they are currently tracking, to let her know. 

b. December 2024 JV Report 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin presented the December 2024 JV Report, being the normal UB and 
Payroll JV's, for approval. 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman Stevenson, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

c. Q4 2024 Water/Sewer Bank Transfer of $1,001,885.63 
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Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin presented the Quarter 4 Water/Sewer Bank Transfer of 
$1,001,885.63, which will transfer from the Water/Sewer bank account to the City repurchase 
bank account.  She stated the primary driver for the large amount is the bond payments made. 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderwoman Christensen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

18. Consent Agenda 

Motion was made to approve the claims and building permits. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderman DiFonzo. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

a. Claims to be approved: $205,030.85 + $26,405.66 = 231,436.51 

Intermediary Claims to be approved (included in total): $26,405.66 

#43446             Wex Bank                                   $2,773.11 

#43447             Power Plain OIB                         $2,815.08 

#43448             Utilities Underground                  $5.18 

#43449             Builders First Source                  $65.14 

#43450             Energy Laboratories                   $1,147.00 

#43451             Kalil Law Firm                             $11,403.44 

#43452             Global Safety Network                $48.20 

#43453             Grainger                                      $143.73 

#43454             American Welding & Gas            $643.50 

#43455             Vestis                                           $650.56 

#43474             MDU                                            $252.81 

#43475             Lower Yellowstone REA              $6,457.91 

b. Building Permits to be approved:  2025-042 to 2025-043 
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19. Adjournment 

Alderman DiFonzo asked if the City is able to annex one lot at a time and Clerk/Treasurer 
Chamberlin stated yes, as long as 100% of the property owners are in favor of annexation and the 
land is abutting the current city limits, the City can generally annex property.  She stated it is more 
cost effective to do a survey of the area and find out who is wishing to annex and/or connect to 
City services and annex all of them at one time.  She stated this will also point out any issues such 
as gaps in properties who want to annex or connect. 

Ms. Bayless stated when Mayor Norby and Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin spoke to the Government 
Class it was brought up that if you get stuck in the snow in the center lane you receive a ticket and 
she was wondering if this was looked into.  Mayor Norby stated Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin did 
address this question with Chief Kraft.  Chief Kraft stated every situation is different, but if there is 
evidence of careless or reckless driving that resulted in getting stuck they would be ticketed, but 
to just get stuck would not be a traffic violation.  He further stated there was also questions 
pertaining to assisting someone who is stuck, which is not illegal PD will not be issuing tickets for 
that assisting. 

at 6:58pm. 
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City of Sidney, MT 

Street and Alley Committee Meeting 1-15-25 
January 15, 2025 5:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 713 080 5898 Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

Alderman Present: Christensen, Rasmussen and DiFonzo 

Other's Present: Mayor Norby, PWD Hintz, FM/BI Rasmussen, Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin, Gordon ___. 

1. New Business 

a. Phoenix Capital Oil Lease for City Shop Offer 

PWD Hintz stated he has invited Gordon Torgerson to discuss his opinion on the offer for leasing 
the City Shop mineral rights by Phoenix Capital.  He stated it is only part of the City Shop property, 
7.5 acres.  Mr. Torgerson stated the $400 bonus is a good offer, but he would negotiate the 17% 
original offer negotiate to 18.75%,  and change the terms to a 3-year primary term with 2-year 
option to extend, as he feels it is to long of a term with their offer.   He lastly stated he strongly 
recommends deleting paragraph 20 that gives them the right of first offer during term of lease or 
to match an offer.  He stated 5 years down the road that situation can get messy, most leases do 
not have that Bonafede offer paragraph.  He stated all that needs to happen to continue to 
progress is call them with this counter and see if they accept or counter back. 

Alderman DiFonzo asked if this is the portion of city shop land that is not in City Limits?  Mr. 
Torgerson stated yes, the land inside the city limits is already leased.  Alderman DiFonzo asked if 
there would be any issues should the city annex that property and Mr. Torgerson stated no but 
the city can add a service non-development clause to the lease, which they will accept because 
they will not be drilling on the city property.  Alderman DiFonzo stated that property should be in 
the City limits.  Mr. Torgerson stated it wouldn't cause any issue with the validity of the oil and gas 
lease either way if the property is annexed.  PWD Hintz stated technically the offer has expired, 
but he can contact them to offer new terms. 

Motion was made to recommend approval of contacting them with the new terms outlined by Mr. 
Torgerson and the addition of the service non-development clause to know at the next council 
meeting. 
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Mr. Torgerson stated he would be willing to sit down with PWD Hintz to make that phone call. 

Motion made by  DiFonzo, Seconded by  Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea:  DiFonzo,  Christensen,  Rasmussen 
 

b. Review Zoning Code-Commercial Zones Maximum Fence Height  

B-1: 11-10-3 (C)-Maximum 72 inches 

B-2: 11-11-3 (C)-Maximum 72 inches 

B-3: 11-12-3 (D)-Maximum 72 inches 

CLM: 11-13-3 (B)-Maximum 96 inches 

M-I: 11-14-3 (B)-Maximum 96 inches 

Alderman DiFonzo proposed to amend the B-1 city code 11-10-3 to increase the maximum height 
for fences from 72 inches to 96 inches.  He stated B-1 district will not affect the downtown area 
and if it is something that is being requested by the property owners in that zone, then the code 
should be updated to allow all the properties and not have to go through that extensive process.  

PWD Hintz stated there has not been that many requests for this change and Alderman DiFonzo 
stated it should still be universal for that zone.  FM/BI Rasmussen stated he does not disagree with 
updating this zone as Ace Hardware paid  $530 in permit fees instead of $30 because of the 
variance when they could have built a wall just as tall, right on the property line, for a cheaper fee, 
which is not something we want to see happen.  He added that he feels no barbed wire should be 
allowed and that the previous zoning code had conditions on what materials could/couldn't be 
used for fences, but 11.18.28 no longer limits the kind of fences.  He stated this would be an 
opportune time to get those added back in for all zoning districts.   

PWD Hintz stated with the variance process the City would have control if want higher, and don't 
if the code is changed.  Alderwoman Rasmussen stated the fences will still have to be permitted 
and we don't lose control for where they are allowed.  Alderman DiFonzo stated the Ace property 
could be sold and the fenced area could be used for different reasons for why it was allowed and 
reiterated he feels if going to allow then allow.  FM/BI Rasmussen stated the area's affected could 
be the new coffee shop and south, fox run and east holly.  Alderwoman Rasmussen stated the 
extra 2 feet would provide extra security for these properties with expensive merchandise. 

Alderwoman Christensen stated they could propose to add the specifications of what is prohibited 
for fences in all zones, along with the B-1 fence height change.  Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin 
stated staff could get the specification change recommendation together for council meeting on 
Tuesday.  FM/BI Rasmussen stated they would use the previous code and City Planner Sanderson 
for the specification details.  Alderman DiFonzo stated it would be possible then for a variance for 
type of material and it would not be for the height over and over again.  FM/BI Rasmussen stated 
the commercial and industrial zoning code already states that they shall provide screening at 
minimum of 8 feet for outside storage, which validates this change for the B-1 zone. 
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Motion was made to recommend approval of the update to the zoning code for the B-1 fence 
maximum height of 96 inches and the specifications for what is or is prohibited for fences in all 
zoning districts, the details of which to be outlined and recommended by city staff. 

Motion made by  Rasmussen, Seconded by  DiFonzo. 
Voting Yea:  DiFonzo,  Christensen,  Rasmussen 

Adjourned at 5:53pm. 
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Joseph L. Kauffman, PLS 
 

       Sidney, MT. City Council, Ward 1 

 

Contact 

PO BOX 170 

409 6th Street SE 

Sidney, MT. 59270 

406-250-9452 

 

BIG SKY Surveying 

@gmail.com 

 

Dear Mayor Norby 

 

I am writing a letter of interest for the City Council Ward 1 

position.  

 

I feel I would make a great candidate for this position based on 

the following experience and knowledge. 

 

I have been an intricate part of the community of Sidney, as a 

Professional Land Surveyor. As the owner of BIG SKY Surveying, 

my business has helped over hundreds of city and county 

residents as well as local businesses providing land surveying for  

Eastern Montana. I believe that I would be an asset to the city 

council with my knowledge as a Professional, understanding city 

codes, city ordinances, state laws, and as a resident of Sidney 

for 15 plus years.  

 

I have been active in the community supporting local 

fundraisers, events put on by the Sidney Chamber, Cattleman’s 

Ball, Fireman’s Ball, Walley Banquet, Political events,  co-ed 

volleyball and softball and supporting local businesses. My 

children are or have been active with baseball, school sports, 

swimming lessons, church, fundraisers, earned their hunting 

license, driver’s license and being part of a great community. 

 

I also maintain a membership and serve as the 

Secretary/Treasurer for the Montana Association of Registered 

Land Surveyors. I have held this position for the past 20 years. 

Included in that time,  I had served a one-year term as president 

of this organization. This organization has given me a greater 

understanding of the discipline in our industry.  

 

I feel I would be able to help contribute and guide the council 

to making positive decisions for our community. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to review my information. I look 

forward to visiting with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph L. Kauffman 
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Date January 28, 2025 

To: Mayor and City Council 

From Forrest Sanderson, AICP and CFM 

Re: ANNEXATION SUMMARY 

 

I have been requested to provide a summary of Annexation Powers and some guidance as to when 

the City should require the annexation of certain properties to the City of Sidney.  In all instances, 

the decision to annex property is a business decision and the question should be – Is the decision 

in the best interest of the City of Sidney?  To fully consider this question, you must take into 

account the impact on all city funds especially your enterprise funds as the cost of construction of 

new water and sewer mains and possibly additional snow removal and solid waste equipment can 

be budget busters. 

 

In the perfect world, anytime a property owner requests to be connected to or provided a service 

by the City of Sidney, the property should be annexed into the city and the city should never extend 

the services beyond the limits of the city.  As we all know, the world is not a perfect place and 

there should be a few exemptions to the rule but remember that when we are discussing annexation, 

we are making a business decision. 

 

Most typical types of annexation and restrictions, if any: 

 

Annexation of Contiguous Property.  Typically, City Initiated.  This process is typically used to 

annex larger areas of developed property where the extension of city services is deemed necessary 

or in the public interest.  Actions are potentially subject to protest and may be rejected by owners 

or voters.   

 

Annexation of Wholly Surrounded Property.  Always City Initiated.  This process exists where 

parcels of land have been complexly surrounded by the City but have not been included.  The 

premise is that these surrounded areas benefit from city services but do not pay for the benefits.  

Wholly surrounded properties do not have the right to protest the annexation action unless they 

are ‘protected uses’ such as Industrial, Agricultural, Manufacturing, Golf or Country Club to name 

a few. 

 

Annexation by Petition.  Always Landowner Initiated.  The process allows landowners to ‘petition’ 

for inclusion into the municipality.  The main driver for the petition is the desire to gain access to 

one or more public utility services.  While the desire is always have 100% of the owners on board 

with the action as few as 1/3 of the owners may submit a petition for annexation provided that an 

election of the electors of the city and the area to be annexed must be held.  The election 

requirements are eliminated if 50% of the resident landowners or if 50% owners of the land area 

support the petition for annexation.  There are some conditional restrictions on the use of petition 

annexation but those restrictions can be overcome if 100% of the protected class of land support 

Sidney 

of 
City 

Montana’s Sunrise City 
115 2nd Street S.E., Sidney, Montana - 406-433-2809 
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the annexation and the annexation is consistent with the Growth Policy.  THIS IS PROBABLY 

THE MOST COMMON TYPE OF ANNEXATION SEEN BY MID SIZED MUNICIPALITIES 

IN MONTANA. 

Annexation with the Provision of Services.  Typically Landowner Initiated.  This is probably the 

most complicated annexation process because it is predicated on a belief that annexation choices 

are only based on increasing the municipality's tax base and that some areas purposefully 

underserved by municipal services or that there are areas deriving unfair benefits from municipal 

services and not paying their fair share.  This is the only annexation process that requires action 

by the city council and commitments to the outlined processes.  If the municipality fails to comply 

with the timelines or process the question of annexation is taken over by the District Court. 

 

Limitations of Annexation Power 

 

Without question, whenever the question of extension of city services and annexation is raised 

with respect to ‘the protected class of properties’ the answer has to be all in or all out.  This is 

because these protected properties cannot be forced to annex into the city unless 100% of the 

owners support the annexation.  I am not 100% certain that we can enforce a waiver of annexation 

on a protected class of property, especially if the ownership were to change.  As such, anytime a 

property classified as ‘protected’ for annexation purposes requests a city service it should be 

annexed or the service denied! 

 

Remember that when you annex property you are also required to annex the full width of any and 

all public roads and parks within the annexation area or on the perimeter of the properties being 

annexed at the same time. 

 

Lastly, you must plan to provide the same level of municipal services that are available to other 

members of the municipality (Roads, Water, Sewer, Garbage, Police, Fire, Ambulance etc.).  The 

services do not all have to be available on day 1 following the annexation but you must have and 

follow a plan to provide the services in a reasonable amount of time. 

 

Summary: 

 

I hope this helps with your future discussions surrounding annexation.  I would be more than 

willing to sit down with the City Council or a standing committee of the Council the next time I 

am in Sidney for other topics to discuss annexation in greater detail. 
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City of Sidney
2024 Road Improvement Project
Breakdown of Costs

Item No. Quantity Units Unit Price Bid Price Actual Quantity Total Price Materials Stored Stored and Completed Percent Balance
100 1 LS 50,000.00$ 50,000.00$ 1.00 50,000.00$ 50,000.00$ 100.00% -$ 
101 113181 SY 0.10$ 11,318.10$ 100547.00 10,054.70$ 10,054.70$ 88.84% 1,263.40$ 
102 214 TON 703.55$ 150,559.70$ 189.07 133,020.20$ 133,020.20$ 88.35% 17,539.50$ 

103 113181 SY 2.55$ 288,611.55$ 100547.00 256,394.85$ 256,394.85$ 88.84% 32,216.70$ 

107 8455 LF 0.20$ 1,691.00$ 7985.00 1,597.00$ 1,597.00$ 94.44% 94.00$ 
108 2357 SF 5.00$ 11,785.00$ 2007.00 10,035.00$ 10,035.00$ 85.15% 1,750.00$ 
109 5000 EA 1.00$ 5,000.00$ 0.00 -$ -$ 0.00% 5,000.00$ 
110 1 LS 25,430.00$ 25,430.00$ 1.00 25,430.00$ 25,430.00$ 100.00% -$ 

544,395.35$ 486,531.75$ -$ 486,531.75$ 57,863.60$ 

486,531.75$  

Striping - Pavement Markings

Miscellaneous Work

Traffic Control
Schedule 14 Totals

Description

Total Due to Richland County

Schedule 14 - CITY STREET CHIPPING

Mobilization, Taxes, Ins, Bonds

PreSweeping - Weed Removal

Oil - CHFRS-2P
Chips
Striping - Lane Lines
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1/30/2025  
Rick Norby 
Sidney 
 
RE: Notice of RRGL Planning Grant Award  
 
Dear Mayor Norby,  
 
Congratulations! You have been awarded a $40,000.00 RRGL planning grant for the Sidney Water 
System Improvements PER.  The city of Sidney must enter into an executed grant agreement with 
DNRC. Project costs incurred after the date of this award letter may be eligible for reimbursement.  

 
APPLICANT ORGANIZATION must enter into a grant agreement with DNRC prior to requesting 

reimbursement for eligible project costs. 
 
To begin your project, we will need the following items:  

1. budget tracking spreadsheet  
2. scope of work 
3.  grant management plan  
4. committed funding letters for this project. 

 
Startup conditions (above) must be submitted by March 14, 2025. If startup conditions are not 
submitted by this date, the planning grant application may be rescinded, and the project might not 
move forward to a DNRC grant agreement.  
 
Upon receipt and review of these startup conditions, the DNRC grant manager will develop the 
grant agreement and you will receive a version to sign via DocuSign or Mail. Please sign the 
agreement and return them to us for final signatures and approval. 
 
Thank you for your application and we look forward to working with your organization on your 
project and planning needs and contact Katherine Certalic if you have any questions: 
kcertalic@mt.gov or 406-444-3146. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Katherine Certalic  
RRGL Planning Grant Program Manager 
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Item No. Item Unit No. of Units Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price

101 Mobilization, Taxes, Bonds, Insurance LS 1  $   117,000.00 117,000.00$              $   148,000.00 148,000.00$              $   100,000.00 100,000.00$             

102 12" Water Main (PVC) LF 486  $           225.00 109,350.00$              $           220.00 106,920.00$              $           140.00 68,040.00$               

103 10" Water Main (PVC) LF 30  $           219.00 6,570.00$                  $           200.00 6,000.00$                  $           120.00 3,600.00$                 

104 8" Water Main (PVC) LF 399  $           171.00 68,229.00$                $           190.00 75,810.00$                $           100.00 39,900.00$               

105 6" Water Main (PVC) LF 41  $           169.00 6,929.00$                  $           175.00 7,175.00$                  $             85.00 3,485.00$                 

106 12" Gate Valve EA 4  $        6,700.00 26,800.00$                $     10,500.00 42,000.00$                $        7,000.00 28,000.00$               

107 10" Gate Valve EA 2  $        5,900.00 11,800.00$                $        8,500.00 17,000.00$                $        5,000.00 10,000.00$               

108 8" Gate Valve EA 2  $        4,200.00 8,400.00$                  $        6,000.00 12,000.00$                $        4,000.00 8,000.00$                 

109 6" Gate Valve EA 1  $        3,500.00 3,500.00$                  $        4,500.00 4,500.00$                  $        3,000.00 3,000.00$                 

110 12"x12" Tee EA 2  $        3,300.00 6,600.00$                  $        3,500.00 7,000.00$                  $        3,000.00 6,000.00$                 

111 12"x10" Tee EA 1  $        3,300.00 3,300.00$                  $        3,500.00 3,500.00$                  $        3,000.00 3,000.00$                 

112 12"x6" Tee EA 1  $        2,700.00 2,700.00$                  $        3,000.00 3,000.00$                  $        2,500.00 2,500.00$                 

113 12"x8" Reducer EA 3  $        1,900.00 5,700.00$                  $        2,400.00 7,200.00$                  $        2,000.00 6,000.00$                 

114 10"x6" Reducer EA 1  $        2,400.00 2,400.00$                  $        2,000.00 2,000.00$                  $        2,000.00 2,000.00$                 

115 Connect to Existing Main (8") EA 3  $        3,800.00 11,400.00$                $     10,000.00 30,000.00$                $        3,000.00 9,000.00$                 

116 Connect to Existing Main (6") EA 1  $        3,300.00 3,300.00$                  $     10,000.00 10,000.00$                $        2,500.00 2,500.00$                 

117 Fire Hydrant Assembly EA 3  $     10,900.00 32,700.00$                $     15,000.00 45,000.00$                $     12,000.00 36,000.00$               

118 6" Fire Hydrant Lead (PVC) LF 91  $             73.00 6,643.00$                  $           285.00 25,935.00$                $             85.00 7,735.00$                 

119 1" Water Service Connection (W.S.C.) EA 20  $        1,500.00 30,000.00$                $           900.00 18,000.00$                $        2,000.00 40,000.00$               

120 1" Water Service Stub (W.S.S.) EA 3  $           970.00 2,910.00$                  $           900.00 2,700.00$                  $        1,200.00 3,600.00$                 

121 1" Curb Stop EA 23  $           950.00 21,850.00$                $           750.00 17,250.00$                $           800.00 18,400.00$               

122 1" Service Pipe (HDPE) LF 859  $             81.00 69,579.00$                $             73.00 62,707.00$                $             60.00 51,540.00$               

123 Internal Water Service Connection (I.W.S.C.) EA 1  $        6,300.00 6,300.00$                  $     18,000.00 18,000.00$                $        3,000.00 3,000.00$                 

124 Temporary Water LS 1  $     38,100.00 38,100.00$                $     40,000.00 40,000.00$                $     20,000.00 20,000.00$               

125 Curb and Gutter Removal LF 425  $             11.00 4,675.00$                  $             12.00 5,100.00$                  $             30.00 12,750.00$               

126 Curb and Gutter Installation LF 425  $           150.00 63,750.00$                $           146.00 62,050.00$                $             45.00 19,125.00$               

127 Concrete Valley Gutter Removal SF 235  $               3.00 705.00$                      $               2.00 470.00$                      $             10.00 2,350.00$                 

128 Concrete Valley Gutter Installation SF 235  $             82.00 19,270.00$                $             81.00 19,035.00$                $             30.00 7,050.00$                 

129 Concrete Sidewalk Removal SF 900  $               2.50 2,250.00$                  $               2.00 1,800.00$                  $             10.00 9,000.00$                 

130 Concrete Sidewalk Installation SF 900  $             38.00 34,200.00$                $             41.00 36,900.00$                $             20.00 18,000.00$               

131 Concrete Driveway Removal SF 375  $               3.00 1,125.00$                  $               2.00 750.00$                      $             10.00 3,750.00$                 

132 Concrete Driveway Installation SF 375  $             39.00 14,625.00$                $             49.00 18,375.00$                $             25.00 9,375.00$                 

133 Asphalt and Road Base Removal (Full Depth) SY 1250  $             16.00 20,000.00$                $             30.00 37,500.00$                $             10.00 12,500.00$               

134 Asphalt and Road Base Installation (Full Depth) SY 1250  $             70.00 87,500.00$                $           105.00 131,250.00$              $           100.00 125,000.00$             

135 Asphalt Removal (HMA Only) SY 925  $             11.00 10,175.00$                $             15.00 13,875.00$                $               5.00 4,625.00$                 

136 Asphalt Installation (HMA Only) SY 925  $             55.00 50,875.00$                $             65.00 60,125.00$                $             60.00 55,500.00$               

137 Grass Restoration (Hydro Mulch) SF 7775  $               2.60 20,215.00$                $               2.00 15,550.00$                $               2.00 15,550.00$               

138 Exploratory Excavation HR 20  $           310.00 6,200.00$                  $           700.00 14,000.00$                $           400.00 8,000.00$                 

139 Imported Trench Backfill CY 420  $               1.00 420.00$                      $             52.00 21,840.00$                $             35.00 14,700.00$               

140 Type II Bedding CY 175  $               1.00 175.00$                      $             80.00 14,000.00$                $             50.00 8,750.00$                 

141 Asbestos Pipe Removal LS 1  $        5,000.00 5,000.00$                  $     43,000.00 43,000.00$                $     25,000.00 25,000.00$               

142 Traffic Control LS 1  $        8,900.00 8,900.00$                  $     20,000.00 20,000.00$                $     10,000.00 10,000.00$               

143 Materials Testing LS 1  $        8,500.00 8,500.00$                  $     25,000.00 25,000.00$                $        5,000.00 5,000.00$                 

144 Miscellaneous Work Allowance UNIT 15000  $               1.00 15,000.00$                $               1.00 15,000.00$                $               1.00 15,000.00$               

Item No. Item Unit No. of Units Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price

201 Mobilization, Taxes, Bonds, Insurance LS 1  $     46,000.00 46,000.00$                $     59,000.00 59,000.00$                $     45,000.00 45,000.00$               

202 12" Water Main (PVC) LF 414  $           274.00 113,436.00$              $           240.00 99,360.00$                $           161.00 66,654.00$               

203 8" Water Main (PVC) LF 59  $           167.00 9,853.00$                  $           220.00 12,980.00$                $           115.00 6,785.00$                 

204 12" Gate Valve EA 1  $        7,000.00 7,000.00$                  $     12,000.00 12,000.00$                $        8,050.00 8,050.00$                 

205 8" Gate Valve EA 2  $        4,500.00 9,000.00$                  $        6,500.00 13,000.00$                $        4,600.00 9,200.00$                 

206 12"x12" Cross EA 1  $        4,000.00 4,000.00$                  $        4,500.00 4,500.00$                  $        3,450.00 3,450.00$                 

207 12"x8" Reducer EA 2  $        2,100.00 4,200.00$                  $        3,000.00 6,000.00$                  $        2,300.00 4,600.00$                 

208 Connect to Existing Main (12") EA 1  $        4,500.00 4,500.00$                  $     12,000.00 12,000.00$                $        4,000.00 4,000.00$                 

209 Connect to Existing Main (8") EA 2  $        4,200.00 8,400.00$                  $     12,000.00 24,000.00$                $        3,450.00 6,900.00$                 

210 Fire Hydrant Assembly EA 1  $     13,200.00 13,200.00$                $     16,000.00 16,000.00$                $     13,800.00 13,800.00$               

211 6" Fire Hydrant Lead (PVC) LF 17  $             75.00 1,275.00$                  $           350.00 5,950.00$                  $             97.75 1,661.75$                 

212 1" Water Service Connection (W.S.C.) EA 1  $        1,600.00 1,600.00$                  $        1,100.00 1,100.00$                  $        2,300.00 2,300.00$                 

213 1" Curb Stop EA 1  $        1,000.00 1,000.00$                  $           700.00 700.00$                      $           920.00 920.00$                     

214 1" Service Pipe (HDPE) LF 15  $             85.00 1,275.00$                  $             82.00 1,230.00$                  $             69.00 1,035.00$                 

215 Temporary Water LS 1  $     15,000.00 15,000.00$                $        2,500.00 2,500.00$                  $     10,000.00 10,000.00$               

216 Curb and Gutter Removal LF 40  $             12.00 480.00$                      $             15.00 600.00$                      $             11.50 460.00$                     

217 Curb and Gutter Installation LF 40  $           260.00 10,400.00$                $           175.00 7,000.00$                  $             51.75 2,070.00$                 

218 Concrete Valley Gutter Removal SF 60  $               4.00 240.00$                      $               4.00 240.00$                      $             11.50 690.00$                     

219 Concrete Valley Gutter Installation SF 60  $           140.00 8,400.00$                  $             75.00 4,500.00$                  $             34.50 2,070.00$                 

220 Asphalt and Road Base Removal (Full Depth) SY 475  $             18.00 8,550.00$                  $             33.00 15,675.00$                $             11.50 5,462.50$                 

221 Asphalt and Road Base Installation (Full Depth) SY 475  $           113.00 53,675.00$                $           125.00 59,375.00$                $           115.00 54,625.00$               

222 Asphalt Removal (HMA Only) SY 300  $             13.00 3,900.00$                  $             17.00 5,100.00$                  $               5.75 1,725.00$                 

223 Asphalt Installation (HMA Only) SY 300  $             72.00 21,600.00$                $             77.00 23,100.00$                $             69.00 20,700.00$               

224 Grass Restoration (Hydro Mulch) SF 460  $             11.00 5,060.00$                  $               3.00 1,380.00$                  $               2.30 1,058.00$                 

225 Exploratory Excavation HR 10  $           320.00 3,200.00$                  $           750.00 7,500.00$                  $           460.00 4,600.00$                 

226 Imported Trench Backfill CY 110  $               1.00 110.00$                      $             56.00 6,160.00$                  $             40.25 4,427.50$                 

227 Type II Bedding CY 50  $               1.00 50.00$                        $             85.00 4,250.00$                  $             57.50 2,875.00$                 

228 Asbestos Pipe Removal LS 1  $        3,000.00 3,000.00$                  $     23,000.00 23,000.00$                $     28,750.00 28,750.00$               

229 Traffic Control LS 1  $        7,900.00 7,900.00$                  $     20,000.00 20,000.00$                $        5,000.00 5,000.00$                 

230 Materials Testing LS 1  $        4,600.00 4,600.00$                  $     12,000.00 12,000.00$                $        3,000.00 3,000.00$                 

231 Miscellaneous Work Allowance UNIT 5000  $               1.00 5,000.00$                  $               1.00 5,000.00$                  $               1.00 5,000.00$                 

Schedule 1 Total

Schedule 2 Total

Subtotal

I hereby Certify that the Tabulation of Bids represents the actual bids received for the North Park Elevated Water Tower Replacement (Phase I)

project, received and opened by Interstate Engineering on January 30, 2025 at 11:00 a.m.

1/30/2025

Engineer's Signature   Date  

Schedule 2 Total

Schedule 2 - Water Main Installation

856,325.00$                                      1,267,317.00$                                   975,620.00$                                      Schedule 1 Total

856,325.00$                                         

326,868.75$                                         

1,183,193.75$                                   

975,620.00$                                         

375,904.00$                                         

1,351,524.00$                                   

1,267,317.00$                                      

465,200.00$                                         

1,732,517.00$                                   

North Park Elevated Water Tower Replacement (Phase 1)

Sidney, Montana
Bid Opening:  Thursday, January 30, 2025 at 11:00 am

WR2300047

Engineer's Opinion of Construction Cost

Engineer's Opinion of Construction Cost

Engineer's Opinion of Construction CostWestern Municipal Construction, Inc. BEK Consulting, LLC

Western Municipal Construction, Inc. BEK Consulting, LLC

Western Municipal Construction, Inc. BEK Consulting, LLC

  SUMMARY  

375,904.00$                                      465,200.00$                                      326,868.75$                                      

Schedule 1 - Water Main Installation

1 of 1

23

Item d.



1
1
-
2
-
1
3 

1
1
-
2
-
1
4 

 

11.18.28 Retaining Walls/Fencing 

11.18.28 A Retaining Walls 

Retaining walls shall not exceed the height of eight (8) feet. Fences in Residential 
Zones shall not exceed six (6) feet in height above natural grade. More than one 
(1) retaining wall in a terraced arrangement shall be permitted. Retaining walls 
lower than three (3) feet designed and constructed to retain earth are exempt 
from other standards of this Ordinance that regulate walls. Walls taller than 
three (3) feet are required to be permitted and must include a stamp from a 
licensed Montana engineer.  

11.18.28 B Fences by District 

Fences in Residential Zones (R – Zones) shall not exceed six (6) feet in height 
above natural grade.  The use of barbed wire or electric fences in residential 
zones is prohibited. 

Fences in Business Zones (numbered B and C Zones) shall not exceed six (6) feet 
in height above natural grade.  In the B-1 Zone fences shall not exceed eight 
(8) feet in height. The use of barbed wire or electric fences in Business Zones is 
prohibited. 

Fences in Manufacturing Zones (CLM and MI) shall not exceed eight (8) feet in 
height above natural grade.  The use of barbed wire is allowed in Manufacturing 
Zones. The use of electric fences is prohibited in Manufacturing Zones.    

11.18.28 C Additional Fencing Requirements 

Any fences constructed may extend beyond the property line onto the City 
right-of-way, provided that such fence ends at least five feet (5') from the 
established curb line to allow room for sidewalk construction. In the event no 
curb line has been established at the time of fence construction, the director 
of Public Works may establish a projected curb line for the purpose of 
determining placement of sidewalks in the future. 

Notwithstanding any other part of this Section, a chain link fence may be 
constructed to a height of forty-two inches (42') within ten feet (10') from the 
intersection of a street or alley or within twenty-five feet (25') of the main 
street, provided that no materials are inserted into such chain link fence that 
would cause a decrease or obstruction to the vision of any operator of a 
vehicle. 

Barbed wire and electrical fences may be permitted as an accessory use for 
safety reasons only upon the specified approval of the Building Inspector.  

No yard fence shall be constructed or barbed wire, chicken wire, electrical 
wire, snow fence or any other wire unless such wire fencing is specifically 
designed and made for yard fencing and approved by the 

Building Inspector. Chain link fencing materials are acceptable. No steel “T” 
or “U” fence posts may be used. 

Any wood fence constructed from salvaged material must be painted so that 
all materials are of the same color within 30-days of installation 
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In no case shall such fences, walls or hedges be so placed and/or maintained 
that they impede vision for a driver of a vehicle approaching a street, alley or 
driveway intersection with another vehicle-traveled area; visibility triangles 
at all intersections shall be maintained unobstructed by fences. 
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January 23, 2025

Kalil Law Firm
Attn: Thomas Kalil
P.O. Box 2355
Willison, ND 58802

Dear Mr. Kalil:

Our auditors, Denning, Downey, & Associates, P.C., CPA's, P.O. Box 1957 Kalispell, MT 59903, 
are conducting an audit of our financial statements at June 30, 2024 and for the fiscal year then 
ended. This letter will serve as our consent for you to furnish to our auditors all the information 
requested herein.  Accordingly, please provide to them the information requested below involving 
matters with respect to which you have been engaged and to which you have devoted substantive 
attention on behalf of City of Sidney, Montana, in the form of legal consultation or representation.

Pending or Threatened Litigation, Claims, and Assessments
(excluding unasserted claims and assessments)

Please prepare a description of all material pending or threatened litigation, claims, and 
assessments (excluding unasserted claims and assessments).  Materiality for purposes of this letter 
includes items involving amounts exceeding $10,000 individually or in the aggregate.  The 
description of each matter should include:

a. the nature of the litigation,
b. the progress of the matter to date,
c. how management of the City is responding or intends to respond to the litigation; e.g., to 

contest the case vigorously or to seek an out of court settlement; and 
d. an evaluation of the likelihood of an unfavorable outcome and an estimate, if one can be 

made, of the amount or range of potential loss.
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Also, please identify any pending or threatened litigation, claims, and assessments with respect to 
which you have been engaged but as to which you have not devoted substantive attention.

Unasserted Claims and Assessments
We have represented to our auditors that there are no unasserted possible claims or assessments 
that you have advised us are probable of assertion and must be disclosed in accordance with FASB 
ASC 450, Contingencies. 

We understand that, whenever, in the course of performing legal services for us with respect to a 
matter recognized to involve an unasserted possible claim or assessment that may call for financial 
statement disclosure, if you have formed a professional conclusion that we should disclose or 
consider disclosure concerning such possible claim or assessment, as a matter of professional 
responsibility to us, you will so advise us and will consult with us concerning the question of such 
disclosure and the applicable requirements of FASB ASC 450, Contingencies (excerpts of which 
can be found in the ABA’s Auditor’s Letter Handbook). Please specifically confirm to our auditors 
that our understanding is correct.

Response

Your response should include matters that existed as of June 30, 2024, and during the period from 
that date to the effective date of your response.  Please specify the date of your response if it is 
other than the date of reply. 

Please specifically identify the nature of, and reasons for, any limitation on your response.

Our auditor’s expect to have the audit completed shortly. They would appreciate receiving your 
reply as soon as possible so that they can issue the audit report. You may also be requested to 
provide updates to your written response at a later date.  We authorize you to respond to a request 
for updates made directly from our auditors in connection with the audit of our financial statements 
as of June 30, 2024, and for the period then ended. We appreciate your timely response to such 
requests.

Other Matters

Please also indicate the amount we were indebted to you for services and expenses (billed or 
unbilled) on the date of your response.

Please direct your response to:
  
   Denning, Downey & Associates, P.C.
   Certified Public Accountants
   P.O. Box 1957
   Kalispell, MT  59903-1957
   
Sincerely,

____________________________________________                                                     
Jessica Chamberlin, City Clerk
City of Sidney
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City Council Meeting 2-3-2025

RC2025-03 ON HOLD

RC2025-06 ON HOLD

RC2025-10 ON HOLD

2025-002 ON HOLD

2025-005 ON HOLD

2025-009 ON HOLD

2025-021 ON HOLD

2025-026 ON HOLD

2025-027 ON HOLD

2025-031 ON HOLD

2025-044 ON HOLD

2025-045 SMART LINK GROUP
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