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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 3-3-2025 
March 03, 2025 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 713 080 5898 Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Aldermen Present 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

a. February 18th, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 

5. Visitors 

6. Public Hearing 

7. Mayor Norby 

8. Committee Meeting Work 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Police and Fire– Chairman DiFonzo 
– Rasmussen, Stevenson.  Parks and Recreation – Chairman Christensen – Stevenson, 
Rasmussen.  Water and Sewer – Chairman Godfrey – Christensen, DiFonzo.  Street and Alley – 
Chairman Rasmussen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Sanitation– Chairman Stevenson – Koffler, 
Godfrey.         City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Koffler – Godfrey, Christensen 

 

10. Unfinished Business 

11. New Business 

a. Oath of Office- Jamie Larson 
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b. Appointment To Library Board:  

1. Meagan Weber 

2. Mike Eberling 

3. Jon Skinner 

4. Nicole Davidson 

12. City Planner 

a. McNutt Lot Aggregation 

13. City Attorney 

a. Snow Removal Ordinance #601 (First Reading) 

b. Montana Dakota Utilities Franchise Agreement & Ordinance  

14. Chief of Police 

15. Public Works Director 

a. City Facility & Grounds Maintenace RFQ Approval  

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

18. Consent Agenda 

a. Claims to be approved: $132,204.16 

Intermediary Claims to be approved (included in total):  $10,480.46 

#43533           MDU       $ 5,003.10 

#43622         USPS       $ 1,059.23 

#43652         VERIZON   $901.87 

#43653         VISA           $3,516.26 

b. Building Permits to be approved:  

19. Adjournment 
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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 
February 18, 2025 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 713 080 5898 Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Aldermen Present 

Christensen, Godfrey, Stevenson, Koffler, Rasmussen and DiFonzo. Absent: None. 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

a. February 3rd, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Buxbaum, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

b.  Street and Alley Committee Meeting 2-12-2025 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Buxbaum, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

c. Water and Sewer Committee Meeting 2-11-2025 

Motion was made to approve. 
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Motion made by Alderwoman Buxbaum, Seconded by Alderman DiFonzo. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

5. Visitors 

James Falcon (Sidney Herald), Jared Troudt, Jacky Gonzales, Jamie Larson and Sidney High School 
Students: Allison Thiel, Audree Deming, Kyle Humphries, Hallie Schantz, Piper Cooper,  Clem 
Bayless. 

6. Public Hearing 

Nothing.  

7. Mayor Norby 

Nothing.  

8. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Police and Fire– Chairman DiFonzo 
– Rasmussen, Stevenson.  Parks and Recreation – Chairman Christensen – Stevenson, 
Rasmussen.  Water and Sewer – Chairman Godfrey – Christensen, DiFonzo.  Street and Alley – 
Chairman Rasmussen – DiFonzo, Koffler.  Sanitation– Chairman Stevenson – Koffler, 
Godfrey.         City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Koffler – Godfrey, Christensen 

 

Alderwoman Buxbaum wanted to give a special thank you for all city employees and the 
tremendous job that they do each and every day opposed to the recent letter the City Council 
received. Alderman DiFonzo wanted to second everything that Alderwoman Buxbaum had 
recently said. 

9. Committee Meeting Work 

a. Street & Alley Committee Meeting 

Alderwoman Rasmussen stated the Street and Alley Committee met on 02/12/2025 to discuss 
multiple topics, some of them will need a motion and others were more of an open discussion.  
Alderwoman Rasmussen made a motion to approve of City Attorney Kalil to draft up a new snow 
removal code ordinance for City Council approval.  

Motion was approved.  

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Buxbaum, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

b. Street and Alley Commitee- Fencing Prohibited Materials   
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Alderwoman Rasmussen mentioned that FM/BI Rasmussen and City Planner Sanderson made 
some code updates, and that this memo is close to what the code was seven years ago. 
Alderwoman Rasmussen is looking for a motion to approve sending the Fencing Prohibited 
Materials to the Zoning Commission for approval prior to sending it back to City Council for the 
final approval  

Motion was approved.  

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Buxbaum, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

c. Street and Alley Committee- Annexation Report with Forest 

Alderwoman Rasmussen said City Planner Sanderson gave his annexation report to the Street and 
Alley Committee Members to review and ask any questions, Alderman Difonzo doesn't believe 
that properties should be allowed to connect to  city services without being annexed into city first. 
Alderwoman Rasmussen said that no motion is needed at this time, and that this meeting was 
more of an informational meeting.  

d. Street and Alley Committee- Amending Code Sticker Regulations on Propane Tanks 

Alderwoman Rasmussen stated that at the Street and Alley Committee meeting that BI/FM said 
that the City of Sidney recently follows the 2021 International Code Council guidelines, but the 
new 2024 International Code Council codes will be getting updated later this year. Alderwoman 
Rasmussen said it was per FM/BI recommendation to hold off on making any formal decisions 
until the new 2024 International Code Council adopts the new codes, and the State of Montana 
accepts the new codes.  

e. Water and Sewer Committee- North Park Elevated Water Tower Replacement 

Alderwoman Buxbaum mentioned that the Water and Sewer Commitee met on 02/11/2025 to 
further discuss the North Park Water Tower Replacement and the logo on the water tower, 
Alderwoman Buxbaum said the Jordan Mayer from Interstate Engineering that the water rates 
may increase due to the current costs and bid being higher than anticipated, and that a small rate 
increase may come January 2026. Alderwoman Buxbaum said that no motion is needed at this 
time as this committee is still gathering information about this project.  

f. Water and Sewer North Park Elevated Water Tower Replacement Project updates-logo, Draft 
Budget and Project Schedule 

Alderwoman Buxbaum the Water and Sewer Committee met to further discuss the logo canvas 
that will be on the new water tower, Alderwoman Buxbaum said that there are four different 
designs the City Council will have to decide on, she also said that no decision will be made at this 
time but, further discussion later on in March or April. Alderman DiFonzo made a motion to table 
this logo decision until March or April.  

Motion was approved. 
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Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderwoman Buxbaum. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

10. Unfinished Business 

a. Appointment of Ward 1 City Council Position 

Alderwoman Christensen wanted to express much gratitude for all the City Council Candite's who 
applied for Ward One City Council Position, and Alderwoman Christensen made a motion to 
approve of Jamie Larson for the appointment of Ward One City Council.  

Motion was approved.  

Motion made by Alderwoman Christensen, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Buxbaum 

City Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated that Oath of Office and Appointment of Jamie Larson will 
happen on the next City Council meeting on March 3rd, 2026.  

11. New Business 

Nothing.  

12. City Planner 

PWD Hintz stated that City Planner Sanderson will be here on Friday February 21st, 2025, if 
anyone would like to sit down and discuss any topics with him.  

13. City Attorney 

Nothing.  

14. Chief of Police 

a. January 2025 Police Department Report 

Chief Kraft provided the January 2025 Police Department Report, and Chief Kraft also said that this 
Thursday 02/20/2025 at 1:00pm the Sidney Police Department will be interviewing and testing 
some potential new police officers.  

15. Public Works Director 

a. January 2025 Public Works Report 

PWD Hintz presented the January 2025 Public Works Report. 

b. January 2025 Compliance Report 
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PWD Hintz presented the January 2025 Compliance Officer Report on behalf of Compliance  
Officer Schroeder, and that the Nuisance Committee will be meeting again on February 25th, 
2025, at 4:30pm.  

c. Water Project SRF #9C and APRA Draw #1 

PWD Hintz stated that Jordan Mayer with Interstate Engineering sent over the SRF #9C and APRA 
Draw #1 for approval, and Alderwoman Rasmussen made a motion to approve of SRF #9C and 
APRA Draw #1.  

Motion was approved.  

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Buxbaum, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

a. January 2025 Fire Department Report 

FM/BI Rasmussen provided the January 2025 Fire Department Report.  

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

a. January 2025 JV Report 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Shanks presented the January 2025 JV Report, being the normal UB and 
Payroll JV's, for approval.  

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Christensen, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderwoman Buxbaum 

b. January 2025 Treasurer's Report 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Shanks presented the January 2025 Treasurer's Report. She stated that 
the city did receive an Oil and Gas for the 3rd quarter of 2024 of $208,030.71. She also stated that 
Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin plans on submitting the 1099's later this week as 

18. Consent Agenda 

a. Claims to be approved: $130,115.63 

Intermediary Claims to be approved (included in total):  $21,717.41 

#43548            CARD MEMBER SERVICE            $ 6,178.24 

#43587           MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES      $ 15,539.17 
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Motion was made to approve the claims and building permits. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderwoman Buxbaum, Alderwoman 
Christensen 

b. Building Permits to be approved: 2025-046 

19. Adjournment 

Adjourned at 7:01pm.  

Mayor Norby wanted to say thank you for all four candidates who ran for the Ward One City 
Council position, and a special thank you to Jamie Larson who won. Mayor Norby also said that he 
wishes Alderman Joe Stevenson a good farewell and it has been a pleasure seeing him on this 
position.  
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February 14, 2025 

 

Dear Council,  

I am writing to you to express my interest in serving on the Sidney-Richland County Library 

board. When I learned that Heather had taken the director position, I was excited to hear that 

she is back in the library and that her position on the board would be open.  

I have a love for reading and books which I am passionate about sharing with my two young 

boys. The library is a special place for many families in our community, including mine, and I feel 

they have done a great job providing programs and activities for all ages. It would be an honor 

to be a part of that team and have a positive influence. 

I have worked in the Clerk & Recorder office for almost 10 years and have had many interactions 

with the library and the staff. I have been included as an HR representative in past weekly 

meetings with the staff as well as interviews for library positions. 

I would value the opportunity to serve on the Sidney-Richland County Library board and 

appreciate your willingness to consider me as a candidate.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Meagen Weber 
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To whom it may concern:    
 
My name is Mike Eberling, long time resident of Sidney, as i have lived here all my adult 
life.  My immediate family has lived in Sidney since the mid 30's. My Grandfather 
homesteaded in Richland County  (Lambert) over 125  years ago.  My Mother had the good 
fortune of being a school teacher in the Sidney School System for 25 years. With that being 
said my loyalty and concerns are to help Sidney and Richland County be the best we can 
possibly be. I currently have Grandchildren that live in Sidney and the surrounding  area, 
and consider our local library a valuable resource. I would be honored to be considered to 
be put on  the library board.                                                                                                                           
 
Repectfully,    
Michael A Eberling 
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This email is written to express my interest in serving on the Richland County Library Board.  As an 
advocate for lifelong learning and community engagement, I believe that libraries play a vital role in 
providing resources, education and enrichment for residents of all ages.  I would be honored to 
contribute my time and experience to support and enhance the local library system. 
  
With a background in education, finance leadership and community involvement, I am eager to 
help guide the library’s mission and strategic planning efforts.  I would appreciate the opportunity 
to discuss my qualifications further and look forward to your consideration of my 
application.  Please let me know if any additional information is required.   
  
Thank you for the consideration.  I look forward to this possibility. 
 
Jon Skinner 
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CHAPTER 7 

REMOVAL OF SNOW AND/OR ICE 

Section: 

9-7-1: Duty To Remove Snow and Ice from Sidewalks: 

(a) It shall be the duty of the owner or tenant of any privately held real property in the following zoning 

districts the city of Sidney to remove snow, ice and slush from sidewalks abutting said real property 

within forty-eight (48) hours after a snowfall: R-1, R-2, R-3, C-1, C-2, C-3.  

(b) It shall be the duty of the owner or tenant of any privately held real property in any other zoning 

district to remove snow, ice and slush from sidewalks abutting said real property within twenty-four (24) 

hours after a snowfall. 

(c) It shall be the duty of the owner of a lot or parcel of land where the sidewalk runs to an alley or 

other public wat to clear snow and ice from said surface for one-half of the distance across the 

alley or public way or to the gutter line of the street. 

9-7-2: Unlawful Dumping of Snow onto Public Rights of Way: 

(a) It shall be unlawful and it is hereby declared a nuisance for any private owner or tenant of real 

property within the City to dump or deposit snow, ice and slush from said real property onto 

public streets, avenues, alleys or rights of ways of the City of Sidney; provided, that owners and 

tenants of real property in the “central business district” of the City of Sidney where no 

landscaped boulevard exists adjacent to said real property may deposit snow, slush and ice from 

sidewalks adjacent to their property onto public streets or avenues of the City of Sidney. For the  

purposes of this section, the “central business district” is defined as: [INSERT description] 

 

(b) Persons cleaning or causing to be cleaned any parking lot, service station, yard or court shall 

remove snow to a suitable disposal point not on any public rights of way, at his/her own 

expense. 

9-7-3: Parking of Motorized vehicles During Removal of Snow and Ice. 

Snow emergency routes. The following streets in the City of Sidney are declared snow 

emergency routes as follows: 

(a) Snow emergency routes are those streets normally traversing the entire City or a major part of 

the City of Sidney and are essential to the rapid movement of emergency vehicles and normally 

Commented [JC1]: 9-7-2(b) commercial district, including 
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carry the heaviest traffic volumes. The following Streets or portions of streets in the City are 

hereby designated as snow emergency routes. 

East Main Street, from 10th Avenue to Central Avenue. 

West Main Street, from Central Avenue to 11th Avenue. 

5th Street S.E., from 9th Avenue S.E. to Central Avenue. 

5th Street S.W. from Central Avenue to 14th Avenue S.W. 

14th Avenue S.W., from 5th Street S.W. to West Holly Street. 

12th Avenue S.W., from 5th Street S.W. to West Holly Street. 

4th Avenue S.E., from 14th Street S.E. to East Main Street. 

4th Avenue N.E., from East Main Street to East Holly Street. 

12th Avenue N.W., from West Holly Street to 4th Street N.W. 

9th Avenue S.W., from 5th Street S.W. to 14th Street S.W. 

22nd Avenue N.W., from West Holly to Bitterroot Drive. 

The City of Sidney, City Council by resolution may designate and amend streets or portions of 

streets which shall constitute snow emergency routes within the City. 

(b) Snow emergency defined. When winter weather conditions exist that make it necessary for 

motorized vehicle travel to be expedited such that parking on snow emergency routes be 

prohibited for snow plowing and/or hauling, an emergency conditions exists. Whenever the 

Director of Public Works or the City Street Superintendent determines that three inches (3”) or 

more of snow, sleet, or freezing rain has accumulated on the designated snow emergency 

routes, and that a public service announcement to the local media and/or social media platform 

has been issued stating that snow route plowing will begin, a parking prohibition on said routes 

shall be become necessary. 

A parking prohibition under this section shall remain in effect until such time as the City plows 

have completed plowing and/or hauling snow on a particular street designated as a snow 

emergency route. It is City policy to start plowing snow emergency routes within 12 hours of a 

snow event ending that creates the emergency situation. While the parking prohibition is in 

effect, no person shall park, or allow to remain parked, any vehicle or trailer on any portion of 

the designated snow emergency route. 
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Nothing herein contained will be construed to permit parking at any time or place where it is 

forbidden by any other ordinance provision. 

(c) Signs to mark the route. Snow emergency routes shall be posted with special signs with wording 

“EMERGENCY SNOW ROUTE – NO PARKING IF OVER THREE INCHES.” 

(d) Impounding vehicles. Any vehicle stopped on any snow emergency route in violation of the 

provisions of this section or on any other street of the City in violation of this section providing 

for the completion of plowing of snow or ice may be impounded by members of the Sidney 

Police Department and held in accordance with City ordinance or state law. 

(e) Evidence with respect to vehicles parked or left in violation of section. In any prosecution with 

regard to a vehicle parked or left in place in violation of any provision of this section, proof that 

the particular vehicle described in the complaint was parked or left in violation of a provision of 

the section, together with proof that the defendant named in the complaint was at the time the 

registered owner of such vehicle, shall constitute prima facie evidence that the defendant was 

the person who parked or left the vehicle in violation of this section. 

(f) Effective date. This section shall be in full force and effect from and after the passage, approval, 

and publication of the listed streets when signed as snow emergency routes in accordance with 

this section. 

(g) Violations – Traffic citation – complaint. Whenever any motor vehicle is found stopped or parked 

contrary to the provisions of this section, the owner of such vehicle may be charged with a 

violation of this section. Any person violating this section is subject to a fine of $100 per day of 

violation. 

9-7-4: Violations. 

(a) Any person, whether owner or occupant, who refuses or fails to keep sidewalks upon the 

property free from snow and ice shall be guilty of an offense and shall be subject to a penalty as 

follows: 

(b) Upon failure of the property owner to remove snow and ice, the city may take action to remove 

snow and ice and assess the property, as provided in MCA7-14-4106 and further described below. 

1. If snow and ice are not removed from sidewalks within the time and in the manner 

provided by the ordinances of the municipality, the snow and ice may be removed by or 

Commented [JC4]: Change to “Emergency Snow Route” 
only 
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under the direction of the director of public works director or street commissioner and 

the necessary expense thereof shall be chargeable against the abutting property. 

Annually, on or before May first, the public works director shall make and file in the 

office of the city clerk a list showing separately the amount chargeable and assessed 

against each lot and tract and stating the name of the owner of each such lot or tract so 

far as known to the director of public works. 

2. The city clerk shall give notice of the hearing and confirmation of the report of snow and 

ice removal and of the assessment therefore at the first regular June meeting of the 

governing body. Such notice shall notify all persons objecting to the report and 

assessment to appear and present their objections. The notice shall be published once 

each week for two consecutive weeks in the official municipal newspaper and the last 

publication shall not be less than eight days before the date set for the hearing. 

3. At the meeting of the governing body in June or at such later meeting as the hearing and 

confirmation of such assessment may be adjourned to, the governing body shall 

consider and hear any objection to the snow and ice removal assessment, or to any pert 

thereof, and after revising or correcting the assessment, if revision or correction is 

necessary, it shall approve and confirm the same. The city clerk shall attach to the 

assessment list the city clerk’s certificate that the list is correct as confirmed by the 

governing body and shall file the same in the city clerk’s office and shall certify the 

assessment in the manner provided by law for the assessment of property taxes.  

4. From the time any assessment list provided for in this chapter is approved by the 

governing body, the assessment, with interest and penalties thereon, shall be and 

remain a permanent lien upon the property upon which the assessment is levied until 

the assessment is paid in full, and it shall have precedence over all other liens except 

general taxes. Such lien shall not be divested b any judicial sale, and no mistake in the 

description of the property assessed nor in the name of the owner thereof shall defeat 

such lien if the property assessed can be identified by the description in the assessment 

list. 

9-7-5: Penalties. 
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(a) Any person who interferes with or hinders the removal of said snow and ice by the city, shall 

be guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

(b) Any person who  dumps or deposits snow, ice and slush from any real property onto the 

public streets, avenues, alleys or rights of ways of the City of Sidney shall be guilty of a class B 

misdemeanor. 

 

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its final passage and approval. 

(ALTERNATE VERBAGE FOR SECTION 9-7-3) 

9-7-3: Parking of Motorized vehicles During Removal of Snow and Ice. 

Snow emergency routes. The following streets in the City of Sidney are declared as primary 

posted snow emergency routes as follows: 

12th Avenue S.W./N.W., from 5th Street S.W. to West Holly Street. 

12th Avenue N.W., From West Holly Street to 4th Street N.W. 

5th Street S.W. from Central Avenue to 14th Avenue S.W. 

9th Avenue S.W., from 5th Street S.W. to 14th Street S.W. 

22nd Avenue N.W., from West Holly to Bitterroot Drive. 

Lincoln Avenue N.W./S.W., from West Holly to Central Avenue. 

East Main Street, from 10th Avenue to Central Avenue. 

West Main Street, from Central Avenue to Lincoln Avenue 

(i) Snow emergency routes are those streets normally traversing the entire City or a major part of 

the City of Sidney and are essential to the rapid movement of emergency vehicles and normally 

carry the heaviest traffic volumes. The following Streets or portions of streets in the City are 

hereby designated as secondary, non-posted snow emergency routes. 

5th Street S.E., from 9th Avenue S.E. to Central Avenue. 

West Main Street, from Lincoln Avenue to 11th Avenue. 

14th Avenue S.W., from 5th Street S.W. to West Holly Street. 

4th Avenue S.E., from 14th Street S.E. to East Main Street. 

4th Avenue N.E., from East Main Street to East Holly Street. 

14th Street S.W., from 16th Avenue to Central Avenue. 
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The City of Sidney, City Council by resolution may designate and amend streets or portions of 

streets which shall constitute snow emergency routes within the City. 
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