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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 
November 21, 2022 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 845 5919 2783  Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Aldermen Present 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

a. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 11-7-22 

5. Visitors 

a. Other Visitors: 

6. Public Hearing 

7. Mayor Norby 

a. 2022 Shop Small Proclamation 

8. Committee Meeting Work 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Parks and Recreation – Chairman Difonzo – Godfrey, Christensen | Water and Sewer – Chairman 
Koffler – Godfrey, Rasmussen 

Street and Alley – Chairman Christensen– Difonzo, Stevenson | Sanitation – Chairman Rasmussen – 
Koffler, Stevenson 

City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Stevenson– Koffler, Rasmussen | Police and Fire – 
Chairman Godfrey, Godfrey, Difonzo, Christensen 
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Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – Rasmussen, Godfrey 

10. Unfinished Business 

11. New Business 

12. City Planner 

13. City Attorney 

a. Ordinance 597-TBID (2nd Reading) 

b. Mayor's Nominations to the TBID Board 

c. Resolution 3904: Appoint Hotels to the TBID Board 

d. Resolution 3905: Appoint Sidney Chamber of Commerce as Executive Director of the TBID 

14. Chief of Police 

a. Update 

15. Public Works Director 

a. Update 

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

a. Update 

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

a. October 2022 Treasurer's Report 

b. October 2022 JV Report 

c. October 2022 Water/Sewer Bank Transfer- $126,594.24 

18. Consent Agenda 

a. Claims to be approved: $54,054.29 

b. Building Permits to be approved: 2023-30 

19. Adjournment 
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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 11-7-22 
November 07, 2022 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 820 5489 7309  Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Norby called the regular meeting of the Sidney City Council to order at 6:30pm. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. 

3. Aldermen Present 

Godfrey, Stevenson, Koffler, Rasmussen, DiFonzo.  Christensen via phone. 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

a. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 10-17-22 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderwoman Godfrey. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

b. Park and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 10-26-2022 

Alderman DiFonzo asked for the correction to the minutes that in the beginning of the 4th 
paragraph under b it states "he did see" and it should have said "he did not see". 

Motion was made to approve with the correction. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderwoman Godfrey. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
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Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

c. Correction to 7/5/22 City Council Meeting Minutes: Amend 8d motion from $8,500 to $8,000 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated the minutes from the July 5th Council Meeting under 8d have a 
motion to reduce the allocation to Richland Economic Development from $10,000 to $8,500.  She 
stated, per the Budget and Finance Committee Meeting Minutes and notes from the meeting, the 
motion should have been to reduce the allocation to $8,000.  She stated she would like a motion 
to approve correcting this. 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

5. Visitors 

Marcus Cardarelli with the Sidney Herald introduced himself, stating he is from Missoula and is 
happy to be in Sidney. 

Brin Norby, Liz Langwald, Devin Lear, Jordan Mayer (Interstate Engineering), Brandon Roth 
(Richland County DES), Jaime Dishon, Bruce Harris and Kim Johnson. 

a. Chamber of Commerce-Christmas Stroll 2022 

Chamber Executive Director Godfrey stated the Chamber of Commerce is seeking the usual 
approval for the Parade of Lights and corresponding events that take place on November 25th, 
the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Specifically, to allow the parade from Western Choice Cooperative 
(old Cenex) to Mid-Rivers, close the sidewalks and parking in front of Restorx to the Big Sky Cookie 
for the soup and cookie decorating and allow bleachers in the city lot dirt lot that will be delivered 
a couple of days prior.  She stated the parade last year had about 85 floats. 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Christensen 
Voting Abstaining: Alderwoman Godfrey 
 

6. Public Hearing 

a. TBID Renewal Public Hearing 

Mayor Norby called the public hearing for the TBID renewal to order at 6:37 pm. 
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City Attorney Kalil stated the purpose of this public hearing is to extend the current TBID that 
encompasses all of the hotels in Sidney.  He stated all hotels charge a $1.50 tax that is then used 
by the TBID Board for increasing tourism.  He stated the current TBID has been in place for 10 
years and per Montana Code must be renewed.  He further stated the Ordinance renewing the 
TBID is further on the agenda that details the specifics of the TBID moving forward. 

Mayor Norby called for any opponents to the TBID renewal and corresponding ordinance three 
times, with none coming forward. 

Mayor Norby called for any proponents to the TBID renewal and corresponding ordinance.  Jaimie 
Dishon stated she was in favor of the TBID.  Mayor Norby called for proponents three more times, 
with none further coming forward. 

Mayor Norby closed the public hearing for the TBID renewal at 6:40 pm. 

7. Mayor Norby 

Nothing. 

8. Committee Meeting Work 

a. Park and Recreation Committee Meeting-High School Baseball Agreement with Sidney Public 
Schools 

Alderman DiFonzo stated the Park and Recreation Committee informed Mr. Rosaaen that he does 
not need permission to look further into getting lights at the South Meadow Softball Complex, but 
that they should look into getting it engineered and they must report back to the Committee with 
a firm plan.  Alderman DiFonzo stated the Park and Recreation Committee met with the Sidney 
Public Schools about amending their current memorandum of understanding to include Moose 
Park for high school baseball.  He stated the high school program is planned to start in the spring 
of 2023.  He stated the current MOU outlined most of the rules for using the facility, with some 
minor changes to include the use of Moose Park and that scheduling must be coordinated with 
the legion program.  The changes recommended are tracked in the attached agreement in red and 
the Park and Recreation Committee have recommended approval to the revised MOU and allow 
high school baseball to use Moose Park. 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 

Alderman DiFonzo stated the Park and Recreation Committee discussed the issue of the 
temporary hockey rink that was in Quilling's Park, with the suggestion that it is set up again in a 
permanent location.  He stated without a formal presentation and plan from the Hockey Alumni, 
they are not recommending anything. 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 
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Parks and Recreation – Chairman Difonzo – Godfrey, Christensen | Water and Sewer – Chairman 
Koffler – Godfrey, Rasmussen 

Street and Alley – Chairman Christensen– Difonzo, Stevenson | Sanitation – Chairman Rasmussen – 
Koffler, Stevenson 

City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Stevenson– Koffler, Rasmussen | Police and Fire – 
Chairman Godfrey, Godfrey, Difonzo, Christensen 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – Rasmussen, Godfrey 

Nothing. 

10. Unfinished Business 

a. Nielson Halvorson Final Pay Application $54,163.08 (tabled at 10-17-22 meeting) 

Motion was made to un-table the Nielson Halvorson Final Pay Application for $54,163.08 by 
Alderwoman Godfrey and Alderwoman Rasmussen seconded.  All present voted aye. 

PWD Hintz stated although the situation with the constituent damages from the contractor on this 
project has not been fully rectified, Laura Gundlach does not feel the City has legal authority to 
withhold the final payment for this reason since this is an issue with insurance agencies.  PWD 
Hintz stated he will continue to track to make sure the damages paid for with these properties, 
but the final payment needs to be approve. 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderwoman Godfrey. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

b. Harris Lot Aggregation (tabled at 10-17-22 meeting) 

Motion was made to un-table the Harris Lot Aggregation by Alderwoman Christensen and 
seconded by Alderman Koffler.  All present voted aye. 

PWD Hintz presented the updated and corrected staff report for the Harris Lot Aggregation, in 
which City Planner Sanderson has recommended approval with conditions. 

Motion was made to approve the Harris Lot Aggregation with the conditions outlined in the staff 
report. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
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11. New Business 

a. City Council Appointment to Parking Commission 

Mayor Norby stated the City Council needs to appoint a member of itself to be the representative 
to the Parking Commission, per the recent code changes.  Alderman DiFonzo volunteered to 
continue to be on the Parking Commission. 

Motion was made to appoint Alderman DiFonzo. 

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Koffler. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

b. Council Appointment/Representative to Library Board 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated there is supposed to be a Council Representative for the 
Richland County Library Board.  She stated this was just brought to her attention and that it has 
not been filled for several years.  She stated they meet the third Thursday of the month at 6:30pm 
via zoom for ease of attendance. 

Alderwoman Godfrey suggested sharing the responsibility between herself and Clerk/Treasurer 
Chamberlin and it was the general consensus of the City Council to do so. 

c. Appointments to the Zoning/Board of Adjustments:  

David Seitz-term ending 5-31-2023 

Justine Jones-term ending 5-31-24 

Adam Smith-term ending 5-31-25 

Terry Meldahl-term ending 5-31-25 

Mayor Norby stated he is looking for a motion to approve the above staggered appointments to 
the Zoning/Board of Adjustments, all are reappointments to the Board. 

Motion was made to approve all of the reappointments. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

12. City Planner 

a. Carranza Lot Aggregation 
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PWD Hintz presented the Carranza Lot Aggregation staff report from City Planner Sanderson, who 
has recommended approval with the usual conditions.  PWD Hintz stated this aggregation is also 
vacating the current sewer easement that runs between these two properties, but the sewer 
actually runs through Lot 15.  PWD Hintz stated there is a need to get an easement for the sewer 
on Lot 15 in the future.   

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

13. City Attorney 

a. Resolution 3903-Harzard Mitigation Plan Approval 

Resolution 3903, approving the Hazard Mitigation Plan, was read out loud by City Attorney 
Kalil.  He stated this is a plan on how the jurisdictions will work together in any emergency 
situations.  He stated there was a previous plan that these updates.   

Mr. Roth stated this will need to be adopted by Sidney, Fairview and Richland County, before it 
was finalized.  PWD Hintz stated with this finalization, the City can finally start to apply for the 
FEMA grants for the storm water. 

Motion was made to approve Resolution 3903. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

b. Ordinance 597-TBID Renewal (1st Reading) 

City Attorney Kalil read Ordinance 597, renewing the TBID and creating City Code for such, out 
loud for its first reading.  Alderman DiFonzo asked if there was changes from the previous passed 
and City Attorney Kalil stated the previous resolution only outlined the district and the amount of 
the tax.  He stated there is language on the board appointments, what will happen to hotels who 
are not paying the tax they are collecting, enforcement, how the money can be spent.  Alderman 
Stevenson asked how this addresses the back-owed money and City Attorney Kalil stated this is 
addressed in how to collect the money and who does it.  

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Christensen 
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Voting Abstaining: Alderwoman Godfrey 
 

14. Chief of Police 

a. Update 

Chief Kraft stated Halloween went well and the Police Department participated in the Trunk-or-
Treat at Reynolds that was very well attended.  He further stated the City was officially notified 
that the Montana Supreme Court ruled 5-0 on the Stinchfield wrongful termination suit and 
upheld the ruling that the City did not wrongfully terminate.  He stated the Police Department also 
has held interviews, issued conditional employment and is currently doing background checks on 3 
candidates. 

15. Public Works Director 

a. October 2022 Public Works Report 

PWD Hintz presented the October 2022 Public Works Report.  PWD Hintz stated they are getting 
ready for winter and winding down the summer work. 

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

Mayor Norby stated FM/BI Rasmussen is attending EMT Training. 

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

a. Update 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated they have almost completed providing all the documentation 
for the FY21-22 closing and audit.   

18. Consent Agenda 

Motion was made to approve the claims and building permits. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, 
Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

a. Claims to be approved: $140,155.31 

b. Building Permits to be approved: 2023-027 to 028 and RC2023-015 to 17 (plus correction to 10-
17-22 Meeting Building Permits) 

19. Adjournment 

at 7:11 pm. 
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The City of Sidney is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOP SMALL PROCLAMATION 2022 

 
Whereas, the government of Sidney, Montana, celebrates our local small businesses and the 
contributions they make to our local economy and community; and 
 
Whereas, according to the United States Small Business Administration, there are 32.5 million small 
businesses in the United States, small businesses represent 99.7% of firms with paid employees, small 
businesses are responsible for 62% of net new jobs created since 1995, and small businesses employ 
46.8% of the employees in the private sector in the United States; and 
 
Whereas, 79% of consumers understand the importance of supporting the small businesses in their 
community on Small Business Saturday®, 70% report the day makes them want to encourage others to 
Shop Small®, independently-owned retailers, and 66% report that the day makes them want to Shop 
Small all year long; and 
 
Whereas, 58% of shoppers reported they shopped online with a small business and 54% reported they 
dined or ordered takeout from a small restaurant, bar, or café on Small Business Saturday in 2021; and 
 
Whereas, Sidney, Montana supports our local businesses that create jobs, boost our local economy, and 
preserve our communities; and 
 
Whereas, advocacy groups, as well as public and private organizations, across the country have 
endorsed the Saturday after Thanksgiving as Small Business Saturday. 
 
Now, Therefore, I, Rick Norby, Mayor of Sidney, Montana do hereby proclaim, November 26, 2022, as 
 

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 
 
And urge the residents of our community, and communities across the country, to support small 
businesses and merchants on Small Business Saturday and throughout the year. 

 

Sidney 

of 
City 

Montana’s Sunrise City 
115 2nd Street S.E., Sidney, Montana - 406-433-2809 
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Ordinance No. 597 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIDNEY, MONTANA, 

CREATING TITLE 5, CHAPTER 12, OF THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF SIDNEY, 

MONTANA.  

Title 5, Chapter 12 

TOURISM BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

 

Sections: 

5.12.010 Findings and purpose. 

 

5.12.020 Definitions. 

 

5.12.030 Imposed. 

 

5.12.040 Tourism business improvement district assessment. 

 

5.12.050 Boundaries. 

 

5.12.060 Rate--Duration. 

 

5.12.070 Tourism business improvement district assessment payment. 

 

5.12.080 Collection duties and responsibilities. 

 

5.12.090 Records and forms. 

 

5.12.100 Preservation of records. 

 

5.12.110 Appeals. 

 

5.12.120 Administration and use of tourism business improvement district assessment 

moneys. 

5.12.130 Tourism business improvement district assessment administration. 

 

5.12.140 Obligations of the district. 

 

5.12.150 Violation--Civil penalties. 

 

5.12.160 Violation--Municipal infraction. 

 

5.12.010 Findings and purpose. 

 

Whereas, on October 4, 2022, the City of Sidney passed a resolution of intent to extend the duration 

of the Tourism Business Improvement District originally enacted in 2012; and,  
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Whereas notice was given to all property owners in the district, and insufficient protest was made 

by these property owners to prevent the extension of the proposed district,  

 

Now, therefore, it is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the extension, for a period of ten 

years from DATE, of a tourism business improvement district within the city with the further 

purpose to aid in tourism, promotion, and marketing within the district. 

 

In extending this business improvement district, it is the intention of the City Council that the 

purpose of the district is to promote tourism to the City of Sidney. To that end, the board of trustees 

established hereunder is specifically directed to use the assessments of the district to fund 

community activities which promote tourism and commerce.  

 

 

5.12.020 Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply: 

 

A. "Hotel" means any structure, or any portion of any structure, which is occupied or intended 

or designed for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging, or sleeping purposes, and includes 

any hotel, inn, motel, or other similar structure or portion thereof. 

 

B. "Occupancy" means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession, of any room 

or rooms, or any portion thereof, in any hotel for dwelling, lodging or sleeping purposes. 

 

C. "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, association, social club, fraternal 

organization, or any other group or combination acting as a unit. 

 

D. "Transient" means any person who exercises occupancy or is entitled to occupancy or other 

agreement for a period of thirty consecutive calendar days or less. Any such person so occupying 

space in a hotel shall be deemed to be a transient until the period of thirty days has expired, unless 

there is an agreement in writing between a hotel and the occupant providing for a longer period of 

occupancy. 

 

E. "Board of trustees" means the board, appointed by the city council, composed of not less 

than five or more than seven owners of property within the district or their assignees, that is 

responsible for developing an annual budget and work plan for the district. 

 

F. All references to the "tourism business improvement district assessment" and "assessment" 

in this chapter shall refer to the tourism business improvement district passed by the required 

number of property owners in the City of Sidney as specified in Section 7-12-1101, MCA and as 

enacted by the ordinance codified in this chapter.  

 

5.12.030 Imposed. 

There is imposed a duty on each operator of any of the establishments mentioned in this chapter 

to collect, upon sale, the assessment as set forth in this chapter.  
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5.12.040 Tourism business improvement district assessment. 

There is imposed an assessment of one dollar and fifty cents per occupied room night upon all 

hotels within the boundaries of the tourism business improvement district.  

 

5.12.050 Boundaries. 

The boundaries of the tourism business improvement district shall be noncontiguous and shall 

include all hotels within the established limits of the City of Sidney as such limits are amended 

from time to time, including the following lands set forth as follows:  

 

 

Hotel Name Hotel Address Legal Description  

Best Western Golden 

Prairie Inn & Suites 

820 S Central Ave, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S33, T23 N, R59 E, C.O.S. 27-648, PARCEL 2, 

ACRES 1.37, IN NESW 

Holiday Inn Express & 

Suites Sidney, and IHG 

Hotel 

251 W Holly St, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

RICHLAND FEDERAL CREDIT UNION MINOR 

SUB, S28, T23 N, R59 E, ACRES 1.97 

Microtel Inn & Suites by 

Wyndham, Sidney 

1500 S Central Ave, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S05, T22 N, R59 E, C.O.S. 27-947, PARCEL 2A, 

ACRES 1.916 

Wingate by Wyndham, 

Sidney 

1490 S Central Ave, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S05, T22 N, R59 E, C.O.S. 27-947, PARCEL 1A, 

ACRES 1.7981 

Candlewood Suites 

Sidney, and IHG Hotel 

201 6th St. NW, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

AUGUSTUS VAUX SUBDIVISION, S28, T23 N, 

R59 E, BLOCK 001, Lot 09A 

MainStay Suites Sidney 

1000 3rd St NW, 

Sidney, Montana 

59270 

NORTHVIEW SUB, S29, T23 N, R59 E, BLOCK 

002, Lot 002 

Richland Inn & Suites 

1200 South Central 

Ave, Sidney, MT 

59270 S32, T23 N, R59 E, 2.33 AC IN SESE 32-2359 

Lone Tree Motor Inn 

900 S. Central Ave., 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S33, T23 N, R59 E, .98 AC IN NWSW LONE TREE 

MOTEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.12.060 Rate--Duration. 

A. The rate of the tourism business improvement district assessment is one dollar and fifty 

cents per occupied room night. 

 

B. The period of duration of the tourism business improvement district shall not be for a period 

of longer than ten years unless the duration of the district is extended in compliance with the 

provisions of 7-12-1111, MCA. The effective date of the tourism business improvement district 

assessment is DATE, and assessments shall be collected on all occupied rooms from that date 
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forward.  

 

5.12.070 Tourism business improvement district assessment payment. 

The tourism business improvement district assessments collected by a hotel in any month are to 

be paid to the city on the date set by the board of trustees, or if such day falls on a Saturday, 

Sunday, or holiday, then on the next business day. Tourism business improvement district 

assessment payments sent by mail or private courier must be received by the city on or before the 

date set by the board of trustees.   

 

5.12.080 Collection duties and responsibilities. 

A. The office responsible for receiving and accounts for the tourism business improvement 

district assessment receipts is the city treasurer’s office. 

 

B. The city attorney shall be responsible for enforcing the collection of tourism business 

improvement district assessments and shall be responsible for overseeing the methods and 

procedures to be used in enforcing the collection of the tourism business improvement 

district assessments. Any costs of such enforcement shall be born by the tourism business 

improvement district.  

 

 

5.12.090 Records and forms. 

The board of trustees shall provide each hotel that is required to collect tourism business 

improvement district assessments with the proper forms for reporting and making payment to the 

city. Tourism business improvement district assessment payments to the city shall be tabulated 

and accounted for on forms prescribed and furnished to the hotel by the city. Each hotel that is 

required to collect tourism business improvement district assessments must maintain adequate 

accounting records and pay the tourism business improvement district assessments to the city on 

the forms provided by the date set by the board of trustees. The accounting records maintained 

must be accurate, verifiable, and provide a reasonable audit trail. Failure to maintain adequate 

accounting records constitutes a violation of this chapter.  

 

5.12.100 Preservation of records. 

Every hotel required to collect and pay tourism business improvement district assessments shall 

keep and preserve for a period of not less than three years all records necessary to determine the 

accuracy of the assessments paid, and shall make these records available for audit or inspection on 

its business premises at all reasonable times. Any audit or inspection shall be conducted in the City 

of Sidney on the premises of the business or establishment collecting the tourism business 

improvement district assessments or at such other location as the city may determine.  

 

 

5.12.110 Appeals. 

Any hotel may appeal to the city council any assessment of penalty or interest; provided, that 

notice of appeal in writing is filed with the city clerk within thirty days of the serving or mailing 

of the determination of the amount of penalty and interest due. The city council shall on the next 

immediate regular city council meeting fix the time and place for hearing the appeal and the city 

clerk shall cause notice in writing to be personally served by a peace officer upon the operator. 
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The findings and decision of the city council shall be final and conclusive and shall be served upon 

the appellant in the manner prescribed for service of notice of hearing or by certified mail directed 

to the hotel operator's last known address. Any amount found to be due shall be immediately 

payable upon service of the findings and decision.  

 

5.12.120 Administration and use of tourism business improvement district assessment 

moneys. 

A. The city council shall by resolution appoint a board of trustees of five persons to administer 

the tourism improvement district. The board of trustees will be composed of the owners of the 

hotels in the district or their designees. The procedure for appointment shall be as follows: during 

any vacancy, or upon the renewal of the district by this ordinance, any owner of the district may 

request appointment to the board of trustees by notifying the City Clerk of the owner’s willingness 

to serve on the board of trustees, and providing the name of the owner’s designee, if any. The City 

Council shall appoint the board of trustees from among the these owners. If there are less than five 

owners requesting appointment, the Mayor may nominate sufficient owners to ensure that there 

are five members. After initial appointment, members must be appointed for a term of office of 

four years, except that a vacancy occurring during a term must be filled for the unexpired term. A 

member holds office until a successor has been appointed and qualified. 

 

B. The powers of the board of trustees in administering the district shall be as prescribed in 

7-12- 1131, MCA. The board of trustees shall establish policies and procedures for the operation 

and general management of the district. 

 

C. An Executive Director of the TBID shall be appointed by the City of Sidney. The Executive 

Director must be the executive director of a nonprofit convention and visitor bureau, as defined in 

15-65-101, M.C.A., if a nonprofit convention and visitors bureau is operating within the Governing 

Body's jurisdiction. The Executive Director shall be charged with the general supervision and 

management of the business affairs of the TBID. The Executive Director shall be the chief 

executive officer and shall be charged with initiating and implementing the marketing plan, budget 

and related projects, the general supervision over employees, including their duties and 

compensation in conformity with the policies approved by the Board. The Executive Director shall 

keep the minutes of the Board meetings, keep other records as the Board may direct, and perform 

such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board, these Bylaws, or by law. The Executive 

Director shall so manage the affairs of the TBID as to promote the objectives for which the TBID 

is organized. 

 

D. The board of trustees shall submit the annual budget and work plan for the district to the 

city council for approval during the annual budget preparation process, as directed by the City 

Treasurer.  

 

E. In distributing the assessments collected within the district, the board of trustees shall use 

the assessment for the following purposes: 

 

(a) The funding of uses and projects for tourism promotion and management 

within the City of Sidney; 

(b) The marketing of events that benefit local tourism and commerce in the 
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City of Sidney; and 

(c) The marketing of Sidney to the travel industry to benefit local tourism and 

commerce located within the City of Sidney 

 

E.  The direct payment of assessment funds to any hotel within the TBID is prohibited.  

 

F.  In the event that the TBID ceases to exist for any reason, any unspent assessment monies 

shall become property of the City of Sidney, and shall be placed in the general fund of the City. 

In assessments due and owing at the time the TBID ceases to exist shall become an obligation 

owed to the City of Sidney.  

 

 

 

 

5.12.130 Tourism business improvement district assessment administration. 

The city shall administer tourism business improvement district assessment collections according 

to the following rules: 

 

A. The city will withhold an amount set by the City every month to offset the costs related to 

administering the tourism business improvement district. The city's withholding will be transferred 

to the general fund. 

 

B. The city will transfer the funds collected by the city during a given quarter, less the 

withholding detailed above, to a fund administered by the board of trustees. 

 

C. Tourism business improvement district assessment payments shall be made to the city 

treasurer’s office by the established deadline. 

 

D. Any hotel that fails to file a required return, statement, or other report with the city by the 

due date, including any extension of time of the return or report, will be assessed a late filing 

penalty of fifty dollars or the amount of the tax due, whichever is less. 

 

E. Any hotel that fails to remit the tourism business improvement district assessments when 

due must be assessed a late payment penalty of one percent a month, or a fraction of a month, on 

the unpaid tourism business improvement district assessments. The penalty may not exceed twelve 

percent of the amount due. The penalty will accrue on the unpaid tourism business improvement 

district assessments from the original date of the return regardless of whether the hotel operator 

has received an extension of time for filing a return.  

 

 

 

5.12.140 Obligations of the district. 

An obligation or debt of any nature of the district is not an obligation or debt of the City of Sidney 

and in no event is a debt or obligation of the district payable out of any funds or properties of the 

City of Sidney. The debts and obligations of the district are payable solely from the funds and 

properties of the district.  
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5.12.150 Violation--Civil penalties. 

For failure to report tourism business improvement district assessments when due, failure to pay 

tourism business improvement district assessments when due, and other violations of this chapter, 

the city may seek the following penalties or remedies: 

 

A. A court judgment in the amount of all unpaid tourism business improvement district 

assessments, including any unpaid administrative fees assessed under this chapter; 

 

B. A civil penalty in the amount of fifty percent of the unpaid tourism business improvement 

district assessments, plus all costs and attorney's fees incurred by the city in any court action; 

 

C. An order requiring the delinquent hotel to undergo a financial audit by the city or its 

representatives to determine the proper amount of tourism business improvement district 

assessments due, including payment by the business of all audit costs and expenses incurred by 

the city or its representatives; 

 

D. An injunction preventing the hotel from operating as a hotel until such time as all unpaid 

tourism business improvement district assessments have been paid. 

 

E. Any hotel owner who, whether personally or by a designee, serves as a member of the 

board of trustees and fails to pay any assessment when due shall be barred from voting on any 

issue before the board of trustees. Notice of the failure to pay shall be provided by the presiding 

officer of the board. This notice shall state that unless the assessments are paid within thirty days, 

the board member shall be barred from voting on any issue before the board of trustees. If the 

assessment has not been paid within ninety days of the notice set forth above, that board member 

is automatically removed from the position and the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the 

city council.  

 

F. Any other penalty, remedy or judicial relief to which the city is entitled.  

 

 

5.12.160 Violation--Municipal infraction. 

Violation of this chapter shall be punishable as a municipal infraction in accordance with Chapter 

3, Section 1 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sidney.   
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Resolution # 3904 

 

A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT FIVE HOTEL OWNERS TO SIDNEY TOURISM 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution #3599 the City of Sidney established a Tourism Business 

Improvement District (“TBID”), which included all of the hotels and motels currently built, as 

well as those which will be built within the City of Sidney, and; 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution #3599 provides that a board of trustees for the tourism business 

district consist of no less than 5 no more than 7 members, who shall be selected from the owners 

of the hotels and motels or their designees.  

 

WHEREAS, Resolution #3599 further provides that the Council shall appoint the 

members of the board of trustees and shall designate the member to serve as first presiding officer. 

The terms for members shall be established as provided in Section 7-12-1121 MCA. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 

1. The following hotels and motels are hereby appointed to the Sidney Tourism 

Business Improvement District, Inc. Board of Trustees: 

 

Hotel Name Hotel Address Legal Description  

Best Western Golden 

Prairie Inn & Suites 

820 S Central Ave, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S33, T23 N, R59 E, C.O.S. 27-648, 

PARCEL 2, ACRES 1.37, IN NESW 

Candlewood Suites 

Sidney, and IHG Hotel 

201 6th St. NW, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

AUGUSTUS VAUX SUBDIVISION, S28, 

T23 N, R59 E, BLOCK 001, Lot 09A 

MainStay Suites Sidney 
1000 3rd St NW, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

NORTHVIEW SUB, S29, T23 N, R59 E, 

BLOCK 002, Lot 002 

Richland Inn & Suites 
1200 S Central Ave, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S32, T23 N, R59 E, 2.33 AC IN SESE 32-

2359 

Lone Tree Motor Inn 
900 S. Central Ave, 

Sidney, MT 59270 

S33, T23 N, R59 E, .98 AC IN NWSW 

LONE TREE MOTEL 

 

Adopted this ____ day of ____________, 2022. 

 

 

___________________________________

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Clerk/Treasurer of the City of Sidney 
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Resolution # 3905 

 

A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO SIDNEY TOURISM 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC. BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution #3599 the City of Sidney established a Tourism Business 

Improvement District (“TBID”), which included all of the hotels and motels currently built, as 

well as those which will be built within the City of Sidney, and; 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution #3599 provides that the Council shall appoint the Executive 

Director of the Tourism Improvement District, and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 

1. Sidney Chamber of Commerce is hereby appointed as the Executive Director to the 

Sidney Tourism Business Improvement District, Inc. Board of Trustees. 

 

Adopted this ____ day of ____________, 2022. 

 

 

___________________________________

Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

Clerk/Treasurer of the City of Sidney 
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City Council Meeting 11-21-22

2023-19 ON HOLD

2023-29 ON HOLD

2023-30 Ryan Savage 1010 W Main St Fence L30, B-OOB, Bach Nels 3rd Add
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