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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 2-6-23 
February 06, 2023 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 867 1287 0239  Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Aldermen Present 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

a. January 17th, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes 

b. Park & Rec Committee Meeting Minutes 1-13-23 

5. Visitors 

a. Larry Christensen-Car show at Moose Park June 17th, 2023 

b. Adam Smith-County Public Works Director: Request to waive Building Permit Fees for Event Center 
Expansion 

c. TBID 2023 Budget 

d. Theresa Brese-Refund Hookup Fees paid because water at residence was off 3 years 

e. Other Visitors: 

6. Public Hearing 

a. Vacate Alley at Gem City Motors 

7. Mayor Norby 

a. Boy Scouts Proclamation 
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b. 2023 Committee Assignments (Tabled at 1-17-23 Meeting) 

c. Travis Rosaaen Reappointment to Planning Board-3 Year Appointment 

8. Committee Meeting Work 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Parks and Recreation – Chairman Difonzo – Godfrey, Christensen | Water and Sewer – Chairman 
Koffler – Godfrey, Rasmussen 

Street and Alley – Chairman Christensen– Difonzo, Stevenson | Sanitation – Chairman Rasmussen – 
Koffler, Stevenson 

City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Stevenson– Koffler, Rasmussen | Police and Fire – 
Chairman Godfrey, Godfrey, Difonzo, Christensen 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – Rasmussen, Godfrey 

10. Unfinished Business 

11. New Business 

a. Jason Schrader Reappointment to Planning Board-3 Year Appointment 

b. Hanson CUP-apartment in B-3 Zoning 

12. City Planner 

13. City Attorney 

a. Update 

b. Resolution 3906-FY 21-22 Budget Amendment (Tabled at 1-17-23 Meeting) 

c. Resolution 3907-Gem City Alley Abandonment 

14. Chief of Police 

a. Update 

15. Public Works Director 

a. Update 

b. Interstate Engineering Task Order 6-Water Tank Lining $38,500 

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

a. Update 
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17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

a. Update 

b. December 2022 Water/Sewer Bank Transfer of $506,428.20 

18. Consent Agenda 

a. Claims to be approved: $100,979.44 

b. Building Permits to be approved: 2023-35 

19. Adjournment 
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City of Sidney, MT 

City Council Regular Meeting 1-17-23 
January 17, 2023 6:30 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 871 0135 5782  Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

 

1. Call to Order 

Mayor Norby called the regular meeting of the Sidney City Council to order at 6:30pm. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. 

3. Aldermen Present 

PRESENT 
Alderman Ken Koffler 
Alderwoman Kysa Rasmussen 
Alderman Frank DiFonzo 
Alderman Joe Stevenson 
Alderwoman Kali Godfrey 
Alderwoman Tami Christensen 
 

4. Correction or Approval of Minutes 

 

a. January 3rd, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion was made to approve. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman 
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Christensen 
 

5. Visitors 

 

a. Other Visitors: 

Savanna Steinbeisser- Sidney High School Government Class 

Justin Filler- Sidney High School Government Class 

Shali Seitz- Sidney High School Government Class 

Annabelle William- Sidney High School Government Class 

6. Public Hearing 

 

a. FY21-22 Budget Amendment: 

Mayor Norby called the public hearing for FY21-22 Budget Amendment to order at 6:31 pm. 

Deputy Clerk Treasurer Shanks mentioned that this budget amendment is to increase the revenue 
then expended it back to the TBID Board from the hotels paying back past dues on taxes. 

Mayor Norby closed the public hearing for FY21-22 Budget Amendment renewal at 6:33 pm. 

7. Mayor Norby 

 

a. Update: 

Mayor Norby just wanted to thank the Chamber of Commerce for putting on a terrific Chamber 
Banquet last night, Alderwoman Christensen was impressed with all of the new businesses 
opening up here in Sidney. Chief Kraft thanked the Chamber for including Officer of Year in their 
banquet as well.  

8. Committee Meeting Work 

 

a. Park and Rec Committee-Quilling's Park Ice Skating Rink 

Alderman DiFonzo read through the minutes from the Park and Recreation Committee on 
Quilling's Park Ice Staking Rink and stated that this was more of an informational meeting and to 
start planning in the next future budget cycle. Mayor Norby mentioned that currently our 
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insurance does not like how the city is making ice and operating that staking rink due to liability 
issues.  

b. Park and Rec Committee-South Meadow Softball Complex Fence 

Alderman DiFonzo provided an update from the Park and Recreation Committee on the South 
Meadow Softball Complex Fence, Alderman DiFonzo stated typically outfield fences are between 
200-225 feet out, and the fence will sit at 200 feet from the home plate for field #2. Alderman 
DiFonzo mentioned that the Park Superintendent Ridl would like to take down the four foot fence 
as it is harder to maintain, Alderman DiFonzo also stated that Adult Softball has designated fields 
#1 and #3, and this youth softball field would not interfere with adult softball.  

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderwoman Christensen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman 
Godfrey 
 

9. Alderman Requests and Committee Reports 

Parks and Recreation – Chairman Difonzo – Godfrey, Christensen | Water and Sewer – Chairman 
Koffler – Godfrey, Rasmussen 

Street and Alley – Chairman Christensen– Difonzo, Stevenson | Sanitation – Chairman Rasmussen – 
Koffler, Stevenson 

City Buildings & Street Lighting – Chairman Stevenson– Koffler, Rasmussen | Police and Fire – 
Chairman Godfrey, Godfrey, Difonzo, Christensen 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – Rasmussen, Godfrey 

Alderwoman Christensen was approached by a community member about the snow pile on 5th ST 
by West Side School and the ROI house, currently that snow pile is covering the yield sign and it is 
making hard to see traffic around the corner, and an accident will happen sooner or later. 
Alderwoman Christensen also mentioned that there is a big snow pile by Trinity Lutheran Church 
and should be addressed as well, PWD Hintz mentioned he will take care of it in the morning.  

10. Unfinished Business 

Nothing.  

11. New Business 

 

a. 2023 City Council Committee Assignments 

Mayor Norby asked to table the 2023 City Council Committee Assignments until the City Clerk 
Chamberlin and Mayor Norby have a better look into the rules of producers for the City Council.  
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Motion made to approve.  

Motion made by Alderwoman Rasmussen, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman Christensen 
 

12. City Planner 

a. Ruffatto-Perez Boundary Line Adjustment 

PWD Hintz presented the Ruffato-Perez Boundary Line Adjustment staff report from City Planner 
Sanderson, who has recommended approval with the usual conditions. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman 
Christensen 
 

13. City Attorney 

 

a. Resolution No. 3904-FY21-22 Budget Amendment 

Mayor Norby asked to table Resolution #3904 to fix some clerical errors in the amendment, and 
will be presented at the next City Council Meeting.  

Motion was made to approve.  

Motion made by Alderman DiFonzo, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman 
Christensen 
 

14. Chief of Police 

 

a. December 2022 Police Department Report 

Chief Kraft presented the City Council with the December 2022 Police Department report, and no 
questions were asked.  

15. Public Works Director 

 

a. December 2022 Public Works Report 
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Public Works Director Hintz presented his December 2022 Public Works Report, and no questions 
were asked.  

16. Fire Marshal/Building Inspector 

 

a. December 2022 Fire Run Report 

Fire Marshall/Building Inspector wasn't present at the meeting, but he did include his December 
2022 Fire Run Report and no questions were asked.  

17. City Clerk/Treasurer 

 

a. December 2022 JV Report 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Shanks presented the December 2022 JV Report. 

Motion was made to approve.  

Motion made by Alderwoman Christensen, Seconded by Alderwoman Rasmussen. 
Voting Yea: Alderman Koffler, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderman Stevenson, Alderwoman Godfrey 
 

b. December 2022 Treasurer's Report 

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Shanks presented the December 2022 Treasurer's Report. 

18. Consent Agenda 

Motion was made to approve the consent agenda claims and building permits. 

Motion made by Alderman Koffler, Seconded by Alderman Stevenson. 
Voting Yea: Alderwoman Rasmussen, Alderman DiFonzo, Alderwoman Godfrey, Alderwoman 
Christensen 
 

a. Claims to be approved: $230,178.88 

 

b. Building Permits to be approved: City Building Permit #2023-034B 

 

19. Adjournment 

Adjourned at 7:03pm. 
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City of Sidney, MT 

Park and Recreation Committee Meeting 1-13-23 
January 13, 2023 12:00 PM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 874 5442 1812  Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

Alderman Present: DiFonzo, Godfrey and Christensen 

Others Present: Mayor Norby, Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin, PWD Hintz, Parks Superintendent Ridl, 
George Biebl, John Nesper, Travis Rosaaen 

1. New Business 

a. Quilling's Park Ice Skating Rink 

Mr. Nesper and Mr. Biebl came before the Park and Rec Committee to further discuss the ice-
skating rink at Quilling's Park.  Mr. Nesper stated that after discussing with members of the public 
one of the first things that they feel should be looked into is putting in a rink to shrink the size and 
make it more manageable.  He stated that with a smaller size they could add small layers to the 
rink with a water truck, instead of sitting with hoses for hours.  He stated that also having to flood 
with hoses due to the size causes unevenness, cracks etc.  He stated that even if we cannot 
purchase an actual rink, they could do it with a light colored tarp with railroad ties.  He stated you 
can buy all different kinds of outdoor skating rinks of varying sizes.  He stated he would be happy 
to continue to look into prices and what can be done until one can be purchased.  For the current 
rink, he stated using a water truck putting a small layer of ice during cold snaps would help a lot 
with creating an even and safer layer of ice. 

Mr. Biebl stated he has discussed this with City staff and he understands there has been a lot of 
hours put in to get the ice we have now and that it is being used.  He stated when the ice is good 
people do utilize that rink and right now there is good ice due to Parks Superintendent Ridl's hard 
work.  He stated moving forward, the water trucks with half the size of the rink putting in small 
amounts of water down at a time is a good option moving forward.  He stated they do not have to 
have bladders and he understands the City does not have water trucks, but he wonders if 
someone else would be willing to donate the use of theirs as an in-kind donation.  He stated that 
you can purchase rinks with a bladder and a 2-foot boundary, but he understands the costs that 
come with that and the issues with snow removal, but they are items that could be looked 
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into.  He stated regardless of changes to the rink, it would be more resourceful for City resources 
to put smaller amounts on at a time and let the layers freeze. 

Parks Superintendent Ridl stated there was a lot of issues this year in creating the ice and 
removing the snow with broken down equipment.  He stated that this year she used a nozzle on 
the hose and instead of having the hose directly on the ice she put it on the bank, and it helped 
considerably with creating the nice ice there is now.  Mr. Biebl stated Parks Superintendent Ridl 
has shown she is very good at fundraising and pursing grants and by giving her more budget 
authority by promoting her would open her opportunities to get funding for a new rink and it 
would alleviate work on PWD Hintz.  He stated he feels promoting her would use her strengths 
better for the City in more considerations than this circumstance alone. 

Alderwoman Christensen stated the hockey dome puts in a lot of hours creating the 
ice.  Alderman DiFonzo asked about volunteering by the public to assist Parks Superintendent Ridl 
in this additional man hours to get this ice the way it could be.  Mr. Biebl stated himself, Cole Fink 
and John Nesper are willing to help volunteer when it is needed. Alderwoman Christensen stated 
PWD Hintz has presented to the Budget and Finance Committee on purchasing one of these rinks 
before and PWD Hintz provided that information.  He stated the biggest issue this causes is how to 
remove the snow from the ice before it ruins it.  Alderwoman Christensen stated other 
communities that have nice ice rinks charge to use the rink.  Mr. Nesper stated part of the 
purpose of this is to make the maintenance and setup easier.  PWD Hintz stated the cost could be 
upwards of $20,000.  Alderwoman Christensen asked if we have a place to store and PWD Hintz 
stated there is and if the bathrooms remodel happens there would be space there.  PWD Hintz 
stated that the City could purchase a broom to remove the snow, but that is an additional $5-
7,000 cost. 

Alderman DiFonzo stated the City could continue to look into the possible purchase of the rink and 
a plan, but either way there will be need for assistance and volunteers, including snow removal 
during snowstorms.  Mr. Nesper stated they have already been volunteering to remove snow, one 
time up to 6 people, when City equipment was broken down.  He stated he has also been down 
there personally with his snow blade and kids have taken to it with shovels.  He stated he is more 
than happy to volunteer on Fridays when he is not work and Mr. Biebl agreed.  Alderman DiFonzo 
asked if Parks Superintendent Ridl could come up with a plan and cost estimates to look into the 
budget process.  Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated when they are going to volunteer, there is a 
form that needs to be completed so they can be covered under the City's workman's comp plan. 

Alderwoman Godfrey asked Parks Superintendent how this project ranks in her list of projects, and 
she stated high in the winter and low in the summer, but the investment would pay-off.  Parks 
Superintendent Ridl stated the flooding has to happen during the work hours and Water 
Commissioner Elletson needs to be involved in this discussion because the only water access is via 
a hydrant.  Mr. Biebl stated once a plan and cost estimate is made, he would be willing to assist 
with local fundraising. 

Motion was made to recommend that this year, the City will continue to work on the current rink 
and will look into any further purchases during the budget process based on a plan provided by 
Parks Superintendent Ridl.   
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Motion made by  DiFonzo, Seconded by  Christensen. 
Voting Yea:  DiFonzo,  Godfrey,  Christensen 
 

b. South Meadows Softball Complex Fence 

Alderman DiFonzo stated the proposed permanent fence would establish a regulation youth 
softball field, which the complex does not have currently.  He stated he has been working with Mr. 
Rosaaen and they would like the field officially designated as the youth softball field.  He stated 
other programs have fields permanently set-up to meet their regulations, whereas the girls' 
softball has a temporary fence that has to be put-up and taken down and does not look very 
well.  He stated the permanent fence would be 200 feet from home plate, which would still be 
usable for up to the high school and summer program.  He stated the adult softball would not be 
able to use the field, but they still have field 1 and 3 that they can use.  He stated by keeping the 
current permanent fence up that is behind where the new fence would be, they could use the 
space in-between for warm-ups. 

Motion was made to recommend approval the permanent fence and designation of the field for 
youth softball. 

Motion made by  Godfrey, Seconded by  Christensen. 
Voting Yea:  DiFonzo,  Godfrey,  Christensen 

Alderman DiFonzo stated they are currently still looking into the purchase of the materials and 
volunteers in the installation of the fence, but before they finalized anything, they needed 
approval of the designation.  Parks Superintendent Ridl stated she would like to see the old 4-foot 
fence taken down, mostly because it is hard to maintain chain-link fences.  Alderman DiFonzo 
stated the new 6-foot fence wouldn't enclose the field as the current one does, but they can 
continue to look into it and keep that in mind. 

Adjourned: 12:43pm 
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PETITION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF STREET OR ALLEY 

TO THE CITY OF SIDNEY, MONTANA 

 

We, the undersigned, being landowners in the City of Sidney, Richland County, Montana, do 

hereby petition in writing, the City of Sidney, Montana to abandon an unused city alley and 

right of way in the Southwest ¼ of Section 33, Township 23 North, Range 59 East, P.M.,M., 

City of Sidney, Richland County, Montana.  This petition is being filed pursuant to Montana 

Code Annotated [MCA] §7-14-4101 through §7-14-4115.  The location of the 20-foot Alley in 

Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana which the petitioners request be abandoned 

is shown on the map which is attached to this petition as Exhibit A.  In support of this petition, 

the petitioners state as follows: 

  

1. As shown on the attached Exhibit A, the 20-foot Alley in Block 2, South Park Addition 

to Sidney, Montana begins on the Easterly right of way of Lincoln Avenue and 

proceeds Southeasterly for approximately 465 feet where it meets the Westerly right of 

way of Montana Highway No. 200. 

2. The 20-foot Alley in Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana requested to be 

abandoned hereon was dedicated on the plat of South Park Addition to Sidney, 

Montana, recorded as Document No. 204044, records of Richland County, Montana. 

3. The petitioners hereby request that the City of Sidney abandon the 20-foot Alley and 

right of way in Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana as shown on the 

attached Exhibit A. 

4. The necessity for and advantage of the action requested by this petition is as follows: 

(a) For many years no public use has been made of the 20-foot Alley which this 

petition requests be abandoned.  The present use of the alley and adjacent 

properties is as shown on the attached Exhibit B.  

(i) The West end of the alley is blocked by a gated, chain link fence. 

(ii) All lands adjacent to the alley are owned by one single entity, T&T 

Properties, Inc. as shown on the attached Exhibit B. 

(iii) The alley and adjacent properties have been occupied and used 

as one single, large property for many years. 

(iv) The owners intend to legally aggregate their entire ownership to 

continue with the historic use and comply with current zoning 

regulations.  The aggregation cannot take place until the lots on 

each side of the alley are contiguous. 

(b) The alley and right of way which this petition requests be abandoned is not 

required to give legal access to any land in the area.   

(i) Lots 3 & 12, Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana 

have access via Montana Highway No. 200/Central Avenue. 

(ii) Lots 4 through 9, Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana 

have access via 7th Street Southwest. 
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(iii) Lots 10 & 11, Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana 

have legal access via Lincoln Avenue. 

(c) A 60-foot wide paved city-maintained street (7th Street SW) parallels the 

alley just 150 feet to the north and provides access to area properties and 

roads. 

5. The right of way which this petition requests be abandoned is located within the City of 

Sidney, and as required by MCA §7-14-4114(1)(b)(I), more than 50% of the owners of 

lots on the street have signed this petition, and the alley can be abandoned without 

detriment to the public interest. 

6. The petitioners request that the City of Sidney state in its abandonment resolution for 

20-foot Alley in Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, Montana, as required by MCA 

§76-3-305, that upon the abandonment of the city’s road easement, the ownership of 

the land underneath the right of way will revert to the adjoining landowners in the 

manner as designated on the attached Exhibit C. 

7. Utilities are presently installed within the right of way to which this petition requests the 

city to abandon.  Those utilities do not have recorded easements.  However, because 

this petition was filed pursuant to MCA §7-14-4114, under MCA §7-14-4115 and §76-

3-305(2) the discontinuance of the street right of way will not affect the right of those 

utilities to continue to maintain their lines in the right of way. 

8. Furthermore, in exchange for the abandonment of the 20-foot Alley by the city, the 

Owner agrees to grant and declare an additional 5-feet each side of the 20-foot Alley 

for use as a utility easement by the city and other utility providers.  The resulting utility 

easement width being 30-feet and as shown on the attached Exhibit D. 

9. The petitioners request that the city record a certified copy of the resolution which 

abandons the right of way, so that persons searching real estate records will have 

notice of:  

(a) the abandonment of 20-foot Alley in Block 2, South Park Addition to Sidney, 

Montana. 

(b) the grant and declaration of a 30-foot utility easement as shown on Exhibit D 

attached hereto. 

10. Exhibit B attached to this petition includes recording information for pertinent deeds 

and the name and address of the landowner who would be affected by this petition.  

The landowner has signed this petition and consents to the actions requested by this 

petition. 

 

Signature   Printed Name   Address 
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Date:  January 27, 2023 

To:  Sidney City Council 

From  Forrest Sanderson, AICP, CFM 

Re:  Gem City Motors Alley Abandonment Petition: 

 

Discussion: 

The City Public Works Department has received a petition from T and T Properties Inc. to abandon 

a 20-foot alley in Block-2 South Park Addition to Sidney, located in the SW¼, Section 33, 

Township 23 North, Range 59 East, P.M.M., City of Sidney, Richland County, Montana. 

 

The petition is complete, with appropriate exhibits, and must be considered by the City Council in 

accordance with the provisions of §7-14-4114 MCA. 

 

Standard of Review/Process: 

7-14-4114. Procedure to discontinue streets. (1) The council may discontinue a street or alley or 

any part of a street or alley in a city or town, if it can be done without detriment to the public 

interest, upon: 

(a) a petition in writing of all owners of lots on the street or alley; or 

(b)  (i) a petition in writing of more than 50% of the owners of lots on the street or alley; and 

(ii) approval by a majority vote of the council. 

(2) Where the street or alley is to be closed for school purposes, the council may discontinue the 

street or alley upon a petition signed by 75% of the lot owners on the whole street or alley to be 

closed. 

(3) Before acting upon the petition, a notice must be published, stating when the petition will be 

acted on and what street or alley or part of a street or alley is asked to be vacated. The notice must 

be published as provided in 7-1-4127. 

 

76-3-305. Vacation of plats -- utility easements. (1) Any plat prepared and recorded as provided 

in this part may be vacated either in whole or in part as provided by 7-5-2501, 7-5-2502, 7-14-

2616(1) and (2), 7-14-2617, 7-14-4114(1) and (2), and 7-14-4115. Upon vacation, the governing 

body or the district court, as provided in 7-5-2502, shall determine to which properties the title to 

the streets and alleys of the vacated portions must revert. The governing body or the district court, 

as provided in 7-5-2502, shall take into consideration the previous platting; the manner in which 

the right-of-way was originally dedicated, granted, or conveyed; the reasons stated in the petition 

requesting the vacation; the parties requesting the vacation; and any agreements between the 

adjacent property owners regarding the use of the vacated area. The title to the streets and alleys 

of the vacated portions may revert to one or more of the owners of the properties within the platted 

area adjacent to the vacated portions. 

Sidney 

of 
City 

Montana’s Sunrise City 
115 2nd Street S.E., Sidney, Montana - 406-433-2809 
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(2) However, when any poleline, pipeline, or any other public or private facility is located in a 

vacated street or alley at the time of the reversion of the title to the vacated street or alley, the 

owner of the public or private utility facility has an easement over the vacated land to continue the 

operation and maintenance of the public utility facility. 

 

Analysis of the Request: 

1. The petition to abandon is incorporated into and made a part of this report. 

2. The petition is signed by 100% of the owners of the lots adjacent to the alley.  (Lots 1 – 

12, Block 2 South Park Addition.)  T and T Properties. 

3. The proposal includes the retention of a 30-foot-wide utility easement that will serve to 

provide for the continued existence and maintenance of all existing public utilities. 

4. The City of Sidney has a sewer main in the alley petitioned for abandonment. 

5. Sidney Public Works requested that the easement for utilities be expanded to 30-feet. 

6. The petition requests that the City of Sidney pay for the filing and recording of the 

abandonment should it be approved.  While this is something that the City Council could 

approve, typically it is the duty of the petitioner to pay the costs associated with the filing 

and recordation of the final documents and surveys. 

7. The abandonment would allow for the owner to file an Amended Plat aggregating the 

properties.  This aggregation would allow the landowner certain options and flexibility that 

are currently denied given the standards of the International Building Code.  Said 

aggregation would most likely require Expedited Subdivision Review where more that 5-

lots are involved. 

8. Each lot in Block 2 would have legal access to a public street as required by Montana 

Subdivision Law. 

9. The alley does not provide access to public lands or water. 

10. Notice of the petition to abandon was published in the Sidney Herald and a hearing on the 

question is scheduled for the City Council meeting on February 6, 2023. 

 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends: 

 

1. that the City Council approve the abandonment of the alley right-of-way located in Block 

2, South Park Addition to the City of Sidney as described in the petition submitted by T 

and T Properties; and  

2.  Accept the 30-foot easement for the maintenance, repair, and replacement of the public 

utilities including the city sewer main located on the property; and 

3. Prepare a Resolution for filing that provides notice of: 

a. The abandonment of the 20-foot alley right-of-way in Block-2 South Park Addition 

to the City of Sidney. 

b. The acceptance of the grant and declaration of the 30-foot utility easement. 

4. The decision as to paying for the recordation is at the sole discretion of the City Council. 
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PROPOSED COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2023 

Parks and Recreation – Chairman Difonzo – Godfrey, Christensen 

Street and Alley – Chairman Christensen – Difonzo, Stevenson 

City Building & Street Lighting – Chairman Stevenson – Koffler, Rasmussen 

Water and Sewer – Chairman Koffler – Godfrey, Rasmussen 

Sanitation – Chairman Rasmussen– Koffler, Stevenson 

Police and Fire – Chairman Godfrey – Godfrey, Difonzo, Christensen 

Budget and Finance – Chairman Christensen – Rasmussen, Godfrey 
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City of Sidney, MT 

Zoning/Board of Adjustment Meeting 1-18-2023 
January 18, 2023 8:00 AM 

115 2nd Street SE |Sidney, MT 59270 

The City Council meetings are open to the public attending in person, with masks encouraged when social 
distancing cannot be accomplished.  If the public does not wish to participate in person, they are also 

invited to participate via a Zoom meeting.  You can participate via phone: 
 

Meeting ID: 890 1684 3782 Passcode: 4332809 Call: 1-346-248-7799 
 

Present: Vice Chair Justin Jones, David Seitz, Terry Meldahl and Jeff Hintz 

Others Present: Mayor Norby, FM/BI Rasmussen, Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin, Nikki Baily (MonDak 
Heritage Center), Sherry Mitchell, Duane Mitchell, Gary Schoepp (Action Auto/Eagle Country Ford), and 
Tony Hanson and Rune Ehmsen (HR Rental) 

1. New Business 

a. Election of Board Chair and Vice Chair 

Motion was made to make Mr. Jones the Chair of the Zoning/Board of Adjustments and Mr. Seitz 
the Vice Chair. 

Motion made by  Meldahl, Seconded by  Hintz. 
Voting Yea:  Seitz,  Jones,  Meldahl,  Hintz 
 

b. Hanson CUP Application 

Vice Chair Jones read the request of Tony Hanson to get a Conditional Use Permit for an 
apartment in B-3 zoning and opened the public hearing.  He called for any opponents to the 
conditional use permit. 

Mrs. Mitchel asked about the parking available and FM/BI Rasmussen provided a map of the 
location in question and the Mucho Si building, which has a shared parking lot.  He stated Mucho 
Si needs 16 spots and the apartments would need 5 spots for the office space and 2 spots for the 
apartment, so a total requirement of 24 spots, which are available.  Mrs. Mitchel asked what a 
single-family dwelling means, and FM/BI Rasmussen stated it is the same for houses, one kitchen, 
multiple bedrooms and bathrooms.  She stated they currently have a rental that is a single-family 
dwelling, and they have 6 parking spots and with a rental property in this area, she is concerned 
that parking will be an issue for the insurance business in their rental.  Mr. Mitchel asked about 
ownership of Mucho Si and FM/BI Rasmussen stated Mr. Hanson owns both of these lots so he 
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will have an easement for these spots so if the property sells, the 3 parking spots are still available. 
PWD Hintz stated the easement will have to be recorded at the courthouse and FM/BI Rasmussen 
stated they can also put-up signs stating those spots are for the apartment. 

Mr. Mitchel asked if those spots are enough and FM/BI Rasmussen stated it meets the 
requirements.  Mr. Schoepp stated that is if people park where they are supposed to, with parking 
being limited.  Mr. Hanson stated the business that uses the most on-street parking is Action 
Auto.  Mr. Mitchel stated that decisions made on this could cause future residents wanting the 
same.  Mr. Seitz stated that has already happened previously with variances and conditional use 
permits across the City. 

Mr. Jones called for any more opponents 3-times with none coming forward. 

Mr. Jones called for any proponents and Niki Bailey from the MonDak Heritage Center stated she 
feels having buildings filled in the downtown area is better for the community, including the 
MonDak and limiting downtown businesses causes vacant buildings.   

Mayor Norby stated the entire downtown is limited on parking and some of the available parking 
lots are not being utilized.  He stated this is going to be an on-going issue for downtown because 
large parking lots where not considered when the downtown area was created.  He stated the on-
street parking is available for anyone to use during the day, not just the businesses that directly 
front the parking.  He stated this was an issue with the Boys and Girls Club, could be an issue with 
the renovations of the Yellowstone Mercantile and other locations. 

Mr. Jones called for any additional proponents, 3 times, with none coming forward. 

Mr. Meldahl asked if there was any written responses and Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated 
there is not. 

Mr. Seitz asked if the business spots are rented and Mr. Hanson stated yes there is office space on 
the main floor that will be rented, but that is included in the required parking.  Mr. Jones asked if 
the apartment is upstairs and Mr. Hanson stated yes, with the basement being used for his 
personal use.  Mr. Meldahl asked how much square footage it is and Mr. Hanson stated 4,100 
square feet.  Mr. Meldahl asked if any adjustments to the apartment the permit will need to be 
reviewed and FM/BI Rasmussen stated yes, any changes to the apartment will require a 
conditional use permit. 

Mr. Seitz asked what the definition of a single-family apartment is and FM/BI Rasmussen stated 
the definition is per the zoning code page 150 11-23-40-65 and read that definition.  Mr. Jones 
stated it is the number of spots is required per the zoning code and FM/BI Rasmussen stated yes 5 
for the office space and 2 for the apartment.  Mr. Jones stated that is obviously the issue for the 
CUP and the result is the easement of the spots in the Mucho Si parking lot, ensuring those 
spots are transferred with any sell of property.  He asked if there is any regulations on how many 
people can reside in a single-family residence and Mr. Meldahl stated 11-23-40-28 defines family 
and does not limit the number of residents.  Mr. Hintz asked if the garage door facing the street 
will remain, if it does it takes out a parking spot and Mr. Hanson stated it is coming out.  Mr. 
Meldahl stated after reading the definitions, it seems to be meeting all of the requirements. 
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Mr. Seitz asked if there is any knowledge on the taxable value of the property after the 
renovations and Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated that is done through the State Assessors 
Office and she wouldn't know. 

Motion was made to recommend approval the conditional use permit of Tony Hanson to have an 
apartment in the B-3 zoning district. 

Motion made by  Seitz, Seconded by  Meldahl. 
Voting Yea:  Seitz,  Jones,  Meldahl,  Hintz 

Clerk/Treasurer Chamberlin stated this will now go before the City Council for final approval.  Mr. 
Mitchel asked how it will be required for the easement and FM/BI Rasmussen stated it will be 
required with the building permit.  Mayor Norby asked who will be enforcing the parking on the 
private parking and Mr. Hanson stated the signage and the property owner towing the vehicles. 

The public hearing was closed at 8:29am. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3906 
BUDGET AMENDMENT RESOLUTION 

 
 

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO BUDGET AMENDMENTS FOR THE  
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2021 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2022. 

 
 

WHEREAS, § 7-6-4031, MCA provides that annual budget appropriations may be amended; 
 
WHEREAS, § 7-6-4006, MCA provides that the City Council, upon proper resolution, adopted by said 

Council at a regular meeting and entered into its Minutes, may transfer or revise appropriations; 
 
WHEREAS, based upon the City’s recent budget review it is necessary to alter and change the City’s 

Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Budget; 
 
WHEREAS, expenditures for 2890 Oil and Gas Severance exceeded the Annual Budget amount, using 

available cash balance was used to cover the cost of computer and server improvements; 
 
WHEREAS, § 7-6-4031, MCA, requires that unless otherwise provided in state law, a public hearing is 

required for an overall increase in appropriation authority; 
 

WHEREAS, the notice of hearing on budget amendment was published in accordance with § 7-1-4127, 
MCA, as required by § 7-6-4021, MCA; 
 

WHEREAS, the hearing on budget amendments was held on January 17th, 2023, in accordance with § 
7-1-4131, MCA. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Commission of the City of Sidney, Montana that the 
following budget amendments are hereby adopted: 
 
 
II. Accounting for increase in expenditures for Oil and Gas Severance 
 

A.      2101 TBID -overall increase of $22,248.48 
 

 
Adopted by the Commission of the City of Sidney, Montana, on this _____ day of February, 2023. 

 
THE CITY OF SIDNEY 

 
 

 
By: _____________________________ 

              Rick Norby, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
 

By: _____________________________ 
        Jessica Chamberlin, CITY CLERK 
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City Council Meeting 2-6-2023

2023-19 ON HOLD

2023-29 ON HOLD

2023-31 ON HOLD

2023-35 Roger Byer 2711 Niehenke Shop L8, B3, Mayo Acres
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