
 

SUSTAINABLE SHEBOYGAN TASK 

FORCE AGENDA 

January 10, 2024 at 4:30 PM 

City Hall - Conference Room 207, 828 Center Avenue, 

Sheboygan, WI 

"Climate science has now reached the point that one can definitively say failure to very aggressively try to 'solve' 
climate change is not either a rational or moral option for a nation or humanity as a whole." Joseph Romm, physicist 

Persons with disabilities who need accommodations to attend this meeting should contact the Department of City 
Development, (920) 459-3377. Persons other than commission, committee, and board members who wish to 
participate remotely shall provide notice to the City Development Department at 920-459-3377 at least 24 hours 
before the meeting so that the person may be provided a remote link for that purpose. 

OPENING OF MEETING 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Public Input (Limit 3 minutes per individual) 

MINUTES 

4. Approval of Minutes: December 11, 2023 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

5. Comments from Mayor Sorenson regarding the purpose of the Sustainable Sheboygan Task Force and 
where to go from here. 

6. Report on December 15th meeting between Jim Van Akkeren, Mayor Sorenson and City Administrator 
Casey Bradley 

7. Report on comments made to Common Council and to individual Council members regarding the 
Sustainable Sheboygan Task Force 

8. Possible meeting with Council President Dean Decker 

9. Next step in implementing Vision Statement 

10. Report of Land Use and Conservation Subcommittee. 

11. Report of Energy Housing, Infrastructure and Transportation Subcommittee. Discussion of Electric 
Vehicle Policy 

12. City budget review 

13. Formation of Education Subcommittee and review of online presence 
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14. Possible new Task Force meeting date 

15. Events of Interest:  

In the Weeds Book Club 1/11/2024 and 2/8/2024 5:30, Mead Library;  

Evergreen Park planning, public input 1/24/24 5:00-7:00, Mead Library;  

Others 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

16. Next Meeting Date: To be Determined 

ADJOURN 

17. Motion to Adjourn 

In compliance with Wisconsin's Open Meetings Law, this agenda was posted in the following locations more 
than 24 hours prior to the time of the meeting: 

City Hall  •  Mead Public Library 
Sheboygan County Administration Building  •  City's website 
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CITY OF SHEBOYGAN 

SUSTAINABLE SHEBOYGAN TASK FORCE MINUTES 

Monday, December 11, 2023 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair James Van Akkeren, Cheryl Sohn, Chris Kuehnel, Geralyn Leannah, Jeanne Kliejunas, Lora 
Hagen, Rebecca Stewart, and Akshay Jain 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Leovardo Aguilar, Jennifer Rutten, Kelsey Bird, and Rebecca Clarke 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Mark Mahoney, Lynn Baufeld, and Mike Vandersteen 
 
STAFF/OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Administrative Clerk Rachel Masse 
 
OPENING OF MEETING 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

Chair James Van Akkeren called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 

3. Public Input (Limit 3 minutes per individual) 
 

 Mike Vandersteen spoke on potentially rewriting building codes to be more sustainable. 
 

MINUTES 
 

4. Approval of Minutes: November 13, 2023 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 9, 2023. 
Motion made by Lora Hagen, seconded by Jeanne Kliejunas. Motion carried. 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

5. Next step in implementing Vision Statement 
 

James Van Akkeren spoke on the status of the Vision Statement. 
 

6. Possible Approval of Letter to Common Council to accompany motion requesting a Common Council 
liaison 
 

Discussion on the letter to Common Council requesting a Common Council liaison. 
 

7. Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities 
 

Discussion on potential Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities. 
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8. Report of Land Use and Conservation Subcommittee. Possible approval of letter regarding Evergreen 
Park 
 

Rebecca Stewart reported on the Land use and Conservation Subcommittee.  
MOTION TO APPROVE FORWARDING LETTER REGARDING EVERGREEN PARK TO PUBLIC WORKS 
DIRECTOR AND PARKS SUPERVISOR 
Motion made by Rebecca Stewart, seconded by Chris Kuehnel. Motion passed. 
 

9. Report of Energy, Housing, Infrastructure and Transportation Subcommittee. Possible approval of 
Electric Vehicle Policy. 
 

James Van Akkeren reported on the Energy, Housing, Infrastructure and Transportation 
Subcommittee. 
 

10. City budget review 
 

Chris Kuehnel spoke on his review of the City budget. 
 

11. Formation of Education Subcommittee and review of online presence 
 

Discussion of potentially creating a new subcommittee.  
 

12. Marina Revitalization 
 

Discussion of upcoming public input toward plans for the Marina revitalization. 
 

13. Review of Task Force Officers 
 

James Van Akkeren reaffirmed as Chair. Rebecca Clarke reaffirmed as Vice Chair. 
 

14. Possible new Task Force meeting date 
 

Discussion on moving future meetings to Wednesday. 
 

15. Events of Interest:  
In the Weeds Book Club 12/14/2023 5:30pm, Mead Library 
Nature at Noon - Sustainability 1/9/2024 12:00pm, Maywood 
Glacial Lakes Conservancy has regular events for members 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

15. Next Meeting Date: January 10, 2024 
 

ADJOURN 
 

16. Motion to Adjourn 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 6:09 PM. 
Motion made by Chris Kuehnel, seconded by Akshay Jain. Motion carried. 
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CITY OF SHEBOYGAN 

***AMENDED*** 

SUSTAINABLE SHEBOYGAN TASK FORCE MINUTES 

Monday, December 11, 2023 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair James Van Akkeren, Cheryl Sohn, Chris Kuehnel, Geralyn Leannah, Jeanne Kliejunas, Lora 
Hagen, Rebecca Stewart, Akshay Jain, and Rebecca Clarke 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Leovardo Aguilar, Jennifer Rutten, and Kelsey Bird 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Mark Mahoney, Lynn Baufeld, and Mike Vandersteen 
 
STAFF/OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Administrative Clerk Rachel Masse 
 
OPENING OF MEETING 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

Chair James Van Akkeren called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 

3. Public Input (Limit 3 minutes per individual) 
 

 Mike Vandersteen spoke on potentially rewriting building codes to be more sustainable. 
 

MINUTES 
 

4. Approval of Minutes: November 13, 2023 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 9, 2023. 
Motion made by Lora Hagen, seconded by Jeanne Kliejunas. Motion carried. 
 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

5. Next step in implementing Vision Statement 
 

James Van Akkeren spoke on the status of the Vision Statement. 
 

6. Possible Approval of Letter to Common Council to accompany motion requesting a Common Council 
liaison 
 

Discussion on the letter to Common Council requesting a Common Council liaison. 
 

7. Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities 
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Discussion on potential Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities. 
8. Report of Land Use and Conservation Subcommittee. Possible approval of letter regarding Evergreen 

Park 
 

Rebecca Stewart reported on the Land use and Conservation Subcommittee.  
MOTION TO APPROVE FORWARDING LETTER REGARDING EVERGREEN PARK TO PUBLIC WORKS 
DIRECTOR AND PARKS SUPERVISOR 
Motion made by Rebecca Stewart, seconded by Chris Kuehnel. Motion passed. 
 

9. Report of Energy, Housing, Infrastructure and Transportation Subcommittee. Possible approval of 
Electric Vehicle Policy. 
 

James Van Akkeren reported on the Energy, Housing, Infrastructure and Transportation 
Subcommittee. 
 

10. City budget review 
 

Chris Kuehnel spoke on his review of the City budget. 
 

11. Formation of Education Subcommittee and review of online presence 
 

Discussion of potentially creating a new subcommittee.  
 

12. Marina Revitalization 
 

Discussion of upcoming public input toward plans for the Marina revitalization. 
 

13. Review of Task Force Officers 
 

Discussion but no request to change officers. 
 

14. Possible new Task Force meeting date 
 

Discussion on moving future meetings to Wednesday. 
 

15. Events of Interest:  
In the Weeds Book Club 12/14/2023 5:30pm, Mead Library 
Nature at Noon - Sustainability 1/9/2024 12:00pm, Maywood 
Glacial Lakes Conservancy has regular events for members 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

15. Next Meeting Date: January 10, 2024 4:30 PM 
 

ADJOURN 
 

16. Motion to Adjourn 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 6:09 PM. 
Motion made by Chris Kuehnel, seconded by Akshay Jain. Motion carried. 
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