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SPECIAL BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
In Person and Electronic Meeting 

September 10, 2021 at 10:00 AM 
 

AGENDA 

The public will be able to view the meeting on San Juan County’s Facebook live and Youtube channel 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public comments will be accepted through the following Zoom link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3125521102 or by One tap mobile +16699006833,,3125521102# US (San 

Jose). 

There will be a three minute time limit for each person wishing to comment. If you exceed that three minute 

time limit the meeting controller will mute your line. 

BUSINESS/ACTION 

1. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING EQUAL AND 

ADEQUATE LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR RESIDENTS OF SAN JUAN COUNTY 

ADJOURNMENT 

*The Board of San Juan County Commissioners can call a closed meeting at any time during the Regular 

Session if necessary, for reasons permitted under UCA 52-4-205* 

All agenda items shall be considered as having potential Commission action components and may be 

completed by an electronic method **In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons 

needing auxiliary communicative aids and services for this meeting should contact the San Juan County 

Clerk’s Office: 117 South Main, Monticello or telephone 435-587-3223, giving reasonable notice** 
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SAN JUAN COUNTY UTAH 
RESOLUTION NO 2021- ___ 

 
SUPPORTING EQUAL AND ADEQUATE LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR RESIDENTS OF SAN JUAN 
COUNTY 
 
WHEREAS, San Juan County Board of Commissioners may pass ordinances, rules and regulations 
as “are necessary and proper to provide for the safety, and preserve the health, promote the 
prosperity, improve the morals, peace, and good order, comfort, and convenience of the county 
and its inhabitants . . .” pursuant to UT Code 17-53-223. 
 
WHEREAS, the San Juan County Sheriff’s Department’s duties include preserving the peace and 
making lawful arrests, pursuant to UT Code 17-22-2. 
 
WHEREAS, the San Juan County Sheriff’s Department has had previous agreements with the 
Navajo Nation and/or Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety to provide law enforcement 
services to San Juan County residents who reside within the Utah portion of the Navajo Nation. 
 
WHEREAS, these previous agreements between the San Juan County Sheriff’s Department and 
the Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety have expired. 
 
WHEREAS, the San Juan County Commission is committed to providing for the safety, health and 
public welfare of all of the County’s residents and is aware the need continues to exist for law 
enforcement and peace keeping by San Juan County Sheriff’s Department, in coordination with 
the Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety, to adequately protect the health and safety of those 
San Juan County residents residing within the Utah portion of the Navajo Nation. 
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 
SECTION 1: The County Administrator, in consultation with the County Sheriff, is directed to 
immediately negotiate a contract between the Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety and San 
Juan County so that San Juan County Sheriff’s Department officers will be able to provide law 
enforcement and peace keeping measures to San Juan County residents that reside within the 
Utah portion of the Navajo Nation. 
 
 
SECTION 2: The County Attorney is directed to assist the County Administrator in developing an 
appropriate contract between the Navajo Nation Division of Public Safety and San Juan County 
consistent with the intent of this resolution.  The contract shall be presented to the Commission 
for its review, amendment and approval before it is executed by the parties to the contract. 
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PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF SAN JUAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
THIS ______ DAY OF __________ 2021. 
 
THOSE VOTING AYE: 
THOSE VOTING NAY: 
THOSE ABSTAINING: 
ABSENT: 
 
BOARD OF SAN JUAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
WILLIE GRAYEYES, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
LYMAN DUNCAN, COUNTY CLERK/AUDITOR 
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Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer

38m · 

FROM THE NAVAJO POLICE DEPARTMENT 09.02.21

29 state and county officers and deputies take Navajo Navajo Department of Law Enforcement Officer's Oath of 
Office after completing cross commission training

WINDOW ROCK, AZ – On Wednesday, 29 officers and deputies representing the New Mexico State Police, 
McKinley County Sheriff’s Office, Sandoval County Sherriff’s Office, Socorro County Sheriff’s Office, and 
Apache County Sheriff’s Office gathered at the Tse Ho Tso Learning Center in Fort Defiance, Arizona, to take the 
Navajo Nation Department of Law Enforcement Officer’s Oath of Office after completing the Navajo Nation 
cross-commission training.

A brief swear-in ceremony occurred Wednesday afternoon with officers and deputies recited the officer's oath of 
office and code of ethics before Navajo Nation Judge, Letitia Stover, who administered the oath virtually.  The 
ceremony marked the completion of a two-day training facilitated by Sergeant Wallace Billie with the Navajo 
Police Training Academy.

The 16-hour training included topics on Navajo Cultural Awareness, Community Policing, Navajo Nation Bill of 
Rights, Criminal Jurisdiction, Criminal Code Title 17, NN Traffic Vehicle Code, Extradition and Detainment, 
Navajo SORNA, Navajo Police Districts and Courts, and Navajo Nation Children's Code Title 9.

During his remarks, Chief Phillip Francisco reflected on past challenges and the change made to address those 
issues, crediting his commanders and district leadership for their work and support in cross-commission efforts and 
partnerships. 

“Today is a symbolism of working together and looking out for one another. I am optimistic about the future of our 
agency partnerships.  I want to thank all the officers for their hard work and completing this training to be cross 
commissioned.” Chief Francisco said. “We all face the same challenges and today is a step to strengthening our 
partnership by work together and removing obstacles that hinder our commitment to serving our communities.”

In June, Chief Francisco initiated a quarterly meeting with state, county, tribal, and local police department 
leadership to allow for a direct and open discussion amongst the agencies. 

“Building partnership and having an open dialogue with our surrounding law enforcement departments is 
important.  We are the largest tribal police department in the nation with a population of over 180,000 people with 
less than 200 officers.” Chief Francisco said. "What affects us here on the Navajo Nation also affects our 
surrounding communities and vice versa.  We need these partnerships in place to address and improved public 
safety for our shared communities."

Establishing cross commissions comes after months of negotiation between the municipalities through a 
memorandum of agreement, once established and approved, law enforcement officers can take the two-day cross 
commission training to be commissioned officers of the Navajo Nation. 

Since 2020, the Navajo Police Department has cross-commissioned 64 officers and deputies representing the 
Arizona Department of Public Safety, Coconino County Sheriff’s Office, Navajo County Sheriff’s Office, Apache 
County Sheriff’s Office, Socorro County Sheriff’s Office, McKinley County Sheriff’s Office, Sandoval County 
Sherriff’s Office, and the New Mexico State Police with the Gallup, Grants, and Farmington District.

Future cross-commission training is expected to include the Utah and San Juan County area. 

###
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https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018/?__cft__[0]=AZUhc8W021T2bcHNduLu_TIIfQ6hOy57lEEdV0h2z1qeKetXGrQMJPIyMrqSLNY8TzzQZYwNm_VzXEo_661jsN3tdCbEP4qM1HZrGrY9UO6qI3KC2JFFQEk71bxa9PVVmYLgxeOkzdopIp2BMk_w_7-P&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018#
https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018/photos/pcb.2862859540646237/2862859123979612/?__cft__[0]=AZUhc8W021T2bcHNduLu_TIIfQ6hOy57lEEdV0h2z1qeKetXGrQMJPIyMrqSLNY8TzzQZYwNm_VzXEo_661jsN3tdCbEP4qM1HZrGrY9UO6qI3KC2JFFQEk71bxa9PVVmYLgxeOkzdopIp2BMk_w_7-P&__tn__=*bH-R
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https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018/photos/pcb.2862859540646237/2862859123979612/?__cft__[0]=AZUhc8W021T2bcHNduLu_TIIfQ6hOy57lEEdV0h2z1qeKetXGrQMJPIyMrqSLNY8TzzQZYwNm_VzXEo_661jsN3tdCbEP4qM1HZrGrY9UO6qI3KC2JFFQEk71bxa9PVVmYLgxeOkzdopIp2BMk_w_7-P&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018/photos/pcb.2862859540646237/2862859220646269/?__cft__[0]=AZUhc8W021T2bcHNduLu_TIIfQ6hOy57lEEdV0h2z1qeKetXGrQMJPIyMrqSLNY8TzzQZYwNm_VzXEo_661jsN3tdCbEP4qM1HZrGrY9UO6qI3KC2JFFQEk71bxa9PVVmYLgxeOkzdopIp2BMk_w_7-P&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018/photos/pcb.2862859540646237/2862859357312922/?__cft__[0]=AZUhc8W021T2bcHNduLu_TIIfQ6hOy57lEEdV0h2z1qeKetXGrQMJPIyMrqSLNY8TzzQZYwNm_VzXEo_661jsN3tdCbEP4qM1HZrGrY9UO6qI3KC2JFFQEk71bxa9PVVmYLgxeOkzdopIp2BMk_w_7-P&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/NezLizer2018/photos/pcb.2862859540646237/2862859140646277/?__cft__[0]=AZUhc8W021T2bcHNduLu_TIIfQ6hOy57lEEdV0h2z1qeKetXGrQMJPIyMrqSLNY8TzzQZYwNm_VzXEo_661jsN3tdCbEP4qM1HZrGrY9UO6qI3KC2JFFQEk71bxa9PVVmYLgxeOkzdopIp2BMk_w_7-P&__tn__=*bH-R
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