
 

       

CITY OF ROLLINGWOOD 
COMPREHENSIVE RESIDENTIAL CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
 

Wednesday, April 19, 2023 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee (CRCRC) of the 
City of Rollingwood, Texas will hold a meeting, open to the public, in the Municipal Building at 403 Nixon 
Drive in Rollingwood, Texas on Wednesday, April 19, 2023 at 4:00 PM. Members of the public and the 
CRCRC may participate in the meeting virtually, as long as a quorum of the CRCRC and the presiding 
officer are physically present at the Municipal Building, in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
The public may watch this meeting live and have the opportunity to comment via audio devices at the link 
below. The public may also participate in this meeting by dialing one of the toll-free numbers below and 
entering the meeting ID and Passcode. 
 

Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5307372193?pwd=QmNUbmZBQ1IwUlNjNmk5RnJrelRFUT09  

Toll-Free Numbers: (833) 548-0276 or (833) 548-0282 

Meeting ID: 530 737 2193 

Password: 9fryms 
 

The public will be permitted to offer public comments via their audio devices when logged in to the 

meeting or telephonically by calling in as provided by the agenda and as permitted by the presiding 

officer during the meeting. If a member of the public is having difficulties accessing the public meeting, 

they can contact the city at dadair@rollingwoodtx.gov. Written questions or comments may be 

submitted up to two hours before the meeting. A video recording of the meeting will be made and will 

be posted to the City’s website and available to the public in accordance with the Texas Public 

Information Act upon written request. 

CALL COMPREHENSIVE RESIDENTIAL CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING TO ORDER 

1. Roll Call 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Citizens wishing to address the Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee for items not on 
the agenda will be received at this time. Please limit comments to 3 minutes. In accordance with the 
Open Meetings Act, the Committee is restricted from discussing or taking action on items not listed on 
the agenda. 

Citizens who wish to address the Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee with 
regard to matters on the agenda will be received at the time the item is considered. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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All Consent Agenda items listed are considered to be routine by the Comprehensive Residential Code 
Review Committee and may be enacted by one (1) motion. There will be no separate discussion of 
Consent Agenda items unless a Board Member has requested that the item be discussed, in which 
case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 
Regular Agenda. 

2. Discussion and possible action on the minutes from the April 5, 2023 CRCRC meeting 

REGULAR AGENDA 

3. Discussion and possible action to assign CRCRC Members to subcommittees 

4. Discussion and possible action to request presentations from third parties, including but 
not limited to City Building Official, City Engineer, City Planning Support and City Attorney 

5. Discussion and possible action to schedule the first CRCRC community open house 

6. Discussion regarding method of collecting and accessing documents for consideration by 
the CRCRC 

7. Presentation and discussion regarding building height considerations 

8. Discussion and possible action regarding future meeting dates and agenda topics for 
discussion 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING 

I hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted on the bulletin board at the Rollingwood 
Municipal Building, in Rollingwood, Texas and to the City website at www.rollingwoodtx.gov at 5:00 
p.m.on April 14, 2023. 

  
Desiree Adair, City Secretary  

 

NOTICE - 

The City of Rollingwood is committed to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Reasonable modifications and equal access to 
communications will be provided upon request. Please contact the City Secretary, at (512) 327-1838 for information. Hearing-impaired or 
speech-disabled persons equipped with telecommunication devices for the deaf may call (512) 272-9116 or may utilize the stateside Relay 
Texas Program at 1-800-735-2988. 

 

The City Council will announce that it will go into executive session, if necessary, to deliberate any matter listed on this agenda for which an 
exception to open meetings requirements permits such closed deliberation, including but not limited to consultation with the city's attorney(s) 
pursuant to Texas Government Code section 551.071, as announced at the time of the closed session. 

 

Consultation with legal counsel pursuant to section 551.071 of the Texas Government Code; 

discussion of personnel matters pursuant to section 551.074 of the Texas Government Code; 

real estate acquisition pursuant to section 551.072 of the Texas Government Code; 

prospective gifts pursuant to section 551.073 of the Texas Government Code; 

security personnel and device pursuant to section 551.076 of the Texas Government Code; 
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and/or economic development pursuant to section 551.087 of the Texas Government Code. 

Action, if any, will be taken in open session. 
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CITY OF ROLLINGWOOD 
COMPREHENSIVE RESIDENTIAL CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, April 05, 2023 
 

The Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee of the City of Rollingwood, Texas held a 
meeting, open to the public, in the Municipal Building at 403 Nixon Drive in Rollingwood, Texas on 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023 at 4:00 PM. Members of the public and the Comprehensive Residential Code 
Review Committee were able to participate in the meeting virtually, as long as a quorum of the 
Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee and the presiding officer were physically present 
at the Municipal Building, in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act. A video recording of the 
meeting was made and will be posted to the City’s website and available to the public in accordance with 
the Texas Public Information Act upon written request. 

CALL COMPREHENSIVE RESIDENTIAL CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING TO ORDER 

1. Roll Call 

Chair Thom Farrell called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 
 
Present Members: Jeff Marx, Alexandra Robinette, Ryan Clinton, Dave Bench, Chair Thom 
Farrell, and Duke Garwood. 
 
Also Present: City Administrator Ashley Wayman, City Secretary Desiree Adair, 
Development Services Manager Nikki Stautzenberger, Assistant to the City Administrator 
Makayla Rodriguez, and Council Member Brook Brown. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.  

REGULAR AGENDA 

2. Swearing in of Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee (CRCRC) Members 

 City Secretary Desiree Adair swore in the members of the Comprehensive Residential 
Code Review Committee.  

3. Review and discuss the scope of the CRCRC 

 The CRCRC discussed that the scope of the CRCRC should be open so that City 
Council may add or remove from it at their discretion.  

Page 4 2.



Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee – Minutes 
Wednesday, April 05, 2023 

2 
 

4. Review of issues identified to date and discussion and possible action regarding 
additional issues for consideration by the CRCRC 

 Thom Farrell discussed the differences between our Code of Ordinances and the 
International Building Code.  

 The CRCRC discussed issues identified by City Council members, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, and City staff.  

 Nikki Stautzenberger introduced herself as the Development Services Manager for the 
City of Rollingwood. 

 The Committee discussed current topics of interest, the history for the development of 
the Comprehensive Residential Code Review Committee (CRCRC), the difference 
between building code and zoning code, and issues that have been identified throughout 
the community. 

 City Administrator Ashley Wayman explained the proposed amendment regarding height 
measurement for the joint Planning and Zoning and City Council meeting tonight.  

 Dave Bench discussed issues that have been worked on by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  

 Council Member Brook Brown introduced herself and explained when Rollingwood 
adopted the International Building Code and the subsequent effects on the Rollingwood 
Zoning Code. She also explained that the residential computer is available as a resource 
for viewing permits by making an appointment with Development Services Manager 
Nikki Stautzenberger. 

 Ryan Clinton discussed sales taxes, incentives developed for the commercial corridor in 
the Comprehensive Plan,and potential externalities from new codes and regulations.  

Thom Farrell thanked Ryan Clinton and Brook Brown for their work on the 
Comprehensive Plan.  

The CRCRC discussed issues related to lighting, drainage and impervious cover in the 
City.  

5. Discussion and possible action regarding CRCRC procedures and how to expeditiously 
and with most citizen participation achieve the stated goals of the City Council  

 Thom Farrell discussed options for notifying the community of the CRCRC’s meetings 
and actions. He would like to offer a few evening meetings that will be advertised for 
citizen participation.  

The CRCRC discussed that their objective is to collect citizen input and present it back 
to Council. They discussed creation of a survey for residents.  

Thom Farrell asked the members to reach out to their neighbors and send information to 
City Secretary Desiree Adair for distribution to the Committee members.  
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6. Discussion and possible action regarding scheduling of future meetings 

Thom Farrell requested that Ryan Clinton be the backup presiding officer for the 
CRCRC. The CRCRC members agreed. The next scheduled meeting is April 19, 2023.  

Thom Farrell suggested creating subcommittees for each area of issues that has been 
identified. He asked each member to determine which issues they would like to work on 
within subcommittees.  

 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

The meeting was adjourned at  5:41 p.m. 

 

Minutes Adopted on the __________day of _______________, 2023.      

    

 

 

 

                                

____________________________ 

        Thom Farrell, Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 __________________________ 

Desiree Adair, City Secretary 
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Rollingwood Residential Building Heights

 Neighborhood fit

 Privacy

 Views (gain or loss)

 Property rights

 Opportunity loss

 Loss of “entitlements”

 Building cost per square foot

 Nonconformance

- May be the most difficult, nuanced set of issues before the CRCRC (CR3)

- Need to decide datum, actual numeric measurement and measurement approach

- Not necessarily co-dependent

Aesthetics / Quality of Life Financials

Considerations:

Geography – Flat to hilly (does one size fit all?)

4/19/23
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Building Height Definition 107-3

Building height, residential, means the vertical distance above a reference datum 
measured to the highest point of the building. The reference datum shall be selected by 
either of the following, whichever yields a greater height of the building: 

(1) The elevation of the highest adjoining original native ground surface within a five-foot 
horizontal distance of the exterior wall of the building when such original native ground 
surface is not more than ten feet above the lowest grade; or 

(2) An elevation of ten feet higher than the lowest grade when the original native ground 
surface described in subsection (1) of this section is more than ten feet above lowest 
grade. 

4/19/23
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Maximum Permissible Height 107-71

No portion of any building or structure (except a chimney, attic 
vent, lightning rod, or any equipment required by the city 
building code) may exceed 35 feet in height. Except as may be 
required by applicable codes, no chimney, attic vent, lightning 
rod or required equipment may extend more than three feet 
above the highest point of the following: the coping of a flat 
roof, the deck line of a mansard roof, or the gable of a pitched 
or hipped roof. 

4/19/23
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Datum

Datum Pros Cons

Single point Current code Allows for 45' walls

Easy "whichever is greater"
Does not allow for slope 
averaging

Perimeter
Can be applied to a variety of 
measurement methods

Requires rigorous before and 
after surveys

4/19/23
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Height

Height Pros Cons

30' Reasonable for hilly terrain
Too similar to West Lake Hills and 
Austin

Can be worked with various pitches Creates nonconformance

Softens the effect of high, flat roofs

35' No change to code needed
More potential for uneven 
neighborhoods
Max height flat roofs overwhelm 
neighborhood

Impedes privacy

4/19/23
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x

If x < 10’
Measure h
from here

If x > 10’
Measure h+10’
from here

Proposed (current – 5’ perimeter) *

h = maximum height

Measure
from here

Average Elevation

h = maximum height

Measure
from here

Straight up

h = maximum height

h
h

h

Measurement
Approach

* Before City Council 4/19/23
4/19/23
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Measurement Approach

Single Measurement

h

Multiple Measurements

h

h

Proposed (Current - 5’ perimeter) Follow slope

4/19/23
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Flat / Low pitch

3:12 to 7:12

Above 7:12

Sliding height by pitch

4/19/23
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2 More Considerations

• Number of allowable stories
• 2, 2 ½, 3 or 4?

• Residential zones
• Based on topography

• Rules vary by zone

4/19/23
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Resident Summary Speed of Action Reduce Height Limitations Restrict Setbacks Enhance Tree Ordinance Improve enforcement Increase IC restrictions
Alex Robinette yes to 2‐3' overhangs; no to projections in set‐back move slowly yes yes N/A N/A N/A

Amy Pattillo
Consider negative impacts of building code changes; be inclusive; go 
slowly move slowly N/A no N/A N/A N/A

Mike Rhodes Do not want unintended consequences ‐ go slow move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Ann Russell Yes to do something to reign in huge buildings move fast yes N/A N/A N/A N/A
Kathy Borth  No building height increase.  Strong on tree ordinance. move fast yes N/A yes N/A N/A

Virginia Bettis Change ordinances NOW; reduce height; no setback intrusions move fast yes yes N/A N/A N/A

Taylor Smith
ABoR ‐ no changes; consern about property values; wait for 
comprehensive plan; include developers and housing community move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Terri McCabe
Save Rollingwood; no more that 35'; all setback 15+'; why are some 
breaking rules;  move fast yes yes N/A yes yes

Mary Elizabeth Cofer Save Rollingwood; nothing in setbacks; for height limitations move fast yes N/A N/A N/A N/A

Andrew Richardson
Take it slow; building heights is nuanced compound by complex 
topography; want development to be sensible but reasonalby easy. move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Bobby McQuiston

Needs urgent attention; don't wait for comprehensive plan (although 
for it, long term); waiting will encourage developers to seek permits 
quicker move fast N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Susan Fernandes Act now; need to manage imperviouse cover and privacy issues move fast N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Moise and Joan Levy Take action; don't want a West U as in Houston move fast N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Phil Ellis
Can't we do a better job making sure that builders follow the rules?  
Can we deny ugly houses? N/A N/A N/A yes yes N/A

Tony Broglio
Wait for comprehensive task force; temporary changes can be 
forever; doesn't need to take a year. move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Deborah Arnow
Adopt W Lake Hills language on height measurment; nothing over 
35'; nothing in setbacks; supports impervious cover ordinance N/A yes N/A N/A N/A yes

Matt Horne No changes until Comprehensive Plan is worked move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Owen Brainard
Against changes at this time; believes that it is vocal minority pushing 
change. do nothing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Robert Patterson
Doesn't like the overwhelming building that going on; peace and 
privacy have been compromized.  For our doing something about it. move fast N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Patsy Rider In favor of change to limit overwhelming building.  Do it now. move fast N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Ashley Withers Do not change anything at this time.  Need more public input. move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Jim Withers
Do not change anything at this time.  Public has not been properly 
informed.  Need to protect property values move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Chris Wilbratte Do not change; hearing a vocal minority ‐ majority is busy with life. do nothing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

John Hunter & Teresa Jones
Need more public input and analysis of consequences; don't do 
anything yet move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Sheila Peters Don't allow an HEB on Park Hills move fast yes yes yes yes yes
Grace Ingram‐Eiser Don't restrict landscaping projects move slowly N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Jim Finnegan Don't limit heights for sloped lots, disallow overhangs in setbacks move slowly no yes N/A N/A N/A

Jeff Ezell
Understand the Why before the How; Don't hurt anyone; Don't limit 
heights for sloped lots;  move slowly no no N/A yes no

Andrea & Justin Davidson We do not support changes to the residential building codes do nothing no no N/A N/A no

Maria Abernathy
Supports code reform; tree ordinance enhancement; toughen 
variance guidelines move fast yes yes yes yes N/A

Mark Queralt Concerned about current setback requirements for corner lot N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Loren Nyer Concerned that buildings are taller than trees N/A yes N/A yes N/A N/A
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Mary Tucker
Trees are being cut reducing privacy; buildings are overwhelming the 
lot sizes move fast N/A N/A yes yes yes

Jeff Marx
For a data‐driven approach to code review;  Promote trees in 
setbacks move slowly N/A N/A yes N/A N/A

Bryan Hamren
Don't change rules; lead time for architects is 5 mos and it's unfair to 
those just getting into the process. do nothing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Speed of Action Reduce Height Limitations Increase IC restrictions
Row Labels Count of Resident Row Labels Count of Resident Row Labels Count of Resident
N/A 4 N/A 22 N/A 29
move slowly 14 yes 10 yes 4
move fast 13 no 3 no 2
do nothing 4 Grand Total 35 Grand Total 35
Grand Total 35

Restrict Setbacks Enhance Tree Ordinance Improve enforcement
Row Labels Count of Resident Row Labels Count of Resident Row Labels Count of Resident
N/A 26 N/A 28 N/A 28
yes 6 yes 7 yes 7
no 3 Grand Total 35 Grand Total 35
Grand Total 35
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