
NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO REVISION UP TO 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING DATE AND TIME (NMSA 10-15-1 F). A COPY OF THE 
AGENDA MAY BE PICKED UP AT CITY HALL, 360 RIO COMMUNITIES BLVD, RIO COMMUNITIES, NM 87002. IF YOU ARE AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY 
WHO IS IN NEED OF A READER, AMPLIFIER, QUALIFIED SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER OR ANY OTHER FORM OF AUXILIARY AND OR SERVICE TO ATTEND OR 
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE MUNICIPAL CLERK AT 505-861-6803 AT LEAST ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE MEETING OR AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

 

City of Rio Communities Council Regular Business Meeting 

City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 

Monday, July 10, 2023 6:00 PM 

Agenda 

Please silence all electronic devices. 

Mayor - Joshua Ramsell 
Mayor Pro Tem - Margaret R. Gutjahr 

Council - Arthur Apodaca, Lawrence R. Gordon, Jimmie Winters 
 

Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Approval of Consent Agenda Items (The consent agenda is approved by a single motion.  Any member of the Council may 

request an item to be transferred to the regular agenda from the consent agenda without discussion or vote.) 

1. Minutes for the City Council Workshop & Regular Business Meeting (07/10/23) 
and Accounts Payable 
 

Swearing in of the Fire Chief 
 

Public Comment: The Council will take public comments in written format. These should be emailed to 

admin@riocommunities.net through 4:45 PM on Monday, July 10, 2023. These comments will be 
distributed to all Councilors for review. If you wish to speak during the public comment session, the 
Council will allow each member of the public to three (3) minutes to address the Council.  Both the public 
and Council will follow rules of decorum.  Give your name and where you live.  The public will direct 
comments to the City Council.  Comment(s) will not be disruptive or derogatory. 
 

The Council will not take action or engage in discussion regarding the comments made or received, but 
when appropriate the matters raised may be referred to staff or others for further review. Both the 
public and Council will follow rules of decorum. Derogatory Comments or matters under litigation will 
not be allowed and any person or persons addressing the Council are liable for their own statements, 
not the Council. Statements are limited to a maximum of 3 minutes duration. Please give your name 
and where you live for the record. 

 

Manager Report 
Department Reports 

2. Municipal Court Department 
 

Action Items 
3. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Court Clerk Wages and Hours 
4. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Legal Services for Economic Development and 

LEDA Policies 
5. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Rules for Trash Day 

 

Council Discussion 
 

Executive Session - For the purpose of the purchase, addition or disposal of real property or water 
rights by the public body pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(8) and limited personnel 
matters. NM Section 10-15-1 (H)(2) – Interviews for the Police Chief Position 

 

Motion and roll call vote to go into close session 
 

Motion and roll call vote to go back into the regular business meeting session 
 

Welcome everyone back and statement by the Mayor: The Governing Body of the City of Rio 

Communities, New Mexico, hereby states that on July 10, 2023 a Closed Executive Session was held 
for the purpose of the purchase, addition or disposal of real property or water rights by the public 
body pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(8) and limited personnel matters. NM Section 10-15-1 (H)(2) – 
Interviews for the Police Chief Position 

 

Action Items 
6. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision -  For the purpose of the purchase, addition or disposal of 

real property or water rights by the public body pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(8) and limited personnel 
matters. NM Section 10-15-1 (H)(2) – Interviews for the Police Chief Position 

 

Adjourn 
 

Please  join us from the comfort and safety of your own home by entering the following link: @ 
https://www.facebook.com/riocommunities 
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City of Rio Communities Council Workshop 

City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 

Monday, June 26, 2023 3:00 PM 

Minutes 

Please silence all electronic devices. 

Call to Order 
o Mayor Joshua Ramsell called the regular workshop to order at 6:04 pm.  

 
Attendees 

o PRESENT 
 
Governing Body Staff 
Mayor Joshua Ramsell Manager Dr. Martin Moore   
Mayor Pro-tem Margaret R. Gutjahr Clerk Elizabeth Adair   
Councilor Arthur Apodaca Finance Officer Stephanie Finch 
Councilor Lawrence Gordon Accounting Specialist/CPO Angela Valadez 
Councilor Jimmie Winters Fire Chief Andrew Tabet 
 Attorney Randall Van Vleck  

Presentations 
Findings and Recommendations on Revised Zoning Ordinance   

 City Manager Dr. Moore began explaining the process of internal reviews of applications. 
Continued with prohibited uses in the city zone. He then talked about zoning buffers.  

 Councilor Apodaca said he would like to thank everyone for putting this together and it is still 
flexible.  

 Dr. Moore suggested that we come back on the 24th.  
 Attorney Van Vleck said he suggested instead of a Workshop to have a standalone zoning 

meeting with the Council that way we can hash out all the stuff at that time. When you have a 
public hearing in the middle of your meeting it gets confusing this is something that deserves 
some thought and discussion, so I suggested a special meeting just for this topic. 

 Councilor Winters said as far as planning and zoning it is never a good rule for the people who 
make the rules and write the rules to be the same group that interprets the rules you need two 
separate groups. This function with city staff that we didn’t have in the past is a up step in the 
right direction. 

 Manager Dr. Moore said at every planning and zoning meeting that what we did was make the 
recommendation and then the Council passed the decision. 

 Councilor Gutjahr thanked everyone who was there.  
 Mayor Ramsell said this was a very well needed to update and it shows we are hearing issues 

and concerns from the public. The stand alone meeting on the 24th works for everyone.  
 Manager Dr. Moore suggested that we have a standalone meeting on the 24th then have a 

public hearing on the 31st. 
 Clerk Adair asked if we would have a public hearing on the 24th.  
 Attorney Van Vleck, because this is a complete rezone it probably doesn’t need a Quasi-Judicial 

type hearing it is a legislative decision. So, you could probably have one or more meetings that 
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the public is welcome to attend and at the end of the day you folks decide what to and not to 
approve.  

 Clerk Adair said so clarification the 31st is going to be the public hearing.  
 Attorney Van Vleck explained it is not a public hearing it is a public meeting, so they have an 

opportunity to address the council. They will have that opportunity on the 24th and the 31st.  
 

Accounts payable report  

 Accounting specialist Valadez went over everything over $500.00. (see agenda packet for list) 
 
Authorize to proceed with the design of Phase 2 of the City Hall Multi-use complex   

 Manager Dr. Moore explained we have worked with FBT Architect, and we would like to work 
with them on phase two under state contract pricing as oppsed to walking though sealed bid 
process for coming in on a bid for the next part, and recommendation was going that direction 
finance officer finch is recommending it go to $25,000.00. We have budgeted for the 2023 fiscal 
year.  

 Councilor Winters said what would be in place of Phase 2.  

 Manager Dr. Moore explained it will be this room to expand to the pilers the audio system, the 
men’s, and women’s restroom to ADA standard it may include some upgrade to the room the 
clerks are in now and also the grate room and if there is money adding more restrooms to the 
makerspace area.  

 Councilor Apodaca said he thinks it is a great idea.  

 Councilor Gutjahr asked do we know who they are on the State contract. We don’t know who 
that will be yet.  

 Manager Dr. Moore said there is HDI that we are working with now we are looking at best 
quality standard.  

 Councilor Gutjahr said there are several times we have looked at several different things to 
expanding the library but has not been defined.  
 

Authorize funds to remodel the old public works area behind the Police Department  

 Manager Dr. Moore thanked our procurement officer working with the finance officer to get 
quotes exclusive of gross receipt tax and explained that the workout area in the fire station, 
before they can do that, they need a place to go, and the space immediately behind the police 
department the big open room we will put the weight equipment in there. Then reaerated not 
to exceed $35,000. 
 

Extend Limited Term Employees thru 12/31/2023  

 Manager Dr. Moore said we have 2 limited term employees that are acting code enforcers we 
are asking to extend to the middle of the fiscal year and suggested taking a look and deciding if 
we want to continue until the end of the year. 
 

Authorization to reassign funds from transportation for the ladder truck graphics   

 Manager Dr. Moore said it is very simple, it cost just a little over $11,000 that we have $13,000 
that we do need to go ahead that the fire truck does have graphics that identify as Rio 
Communities unspent money to be reassigned for the trucks to get the proper graphics  

 Councilor Apodaca asked if there is any pricing on the graphics.  
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 Fire Chief Tabet said he is guessing on the high side about $8,000.00 it is a very big truck. We 
will follow the NFPA 1901 and DOT standards.  
  

Valencia County Business Incubator Agreement renewal (space)  

 Manager Dr. Moore explained the business incubator has done a good job they stepped up 
when we need them, they are up to 10 business startups and have others waiting and some of 
them are expanding. They are also continuing to get grants. We have no problem having them 
in that space for another year.  
 

Economic Development Consultant contract renewal (Palmetto LLC) 

 Manager Dr. Moore said his contract was set for July to June 2023 and his recommendation is 
to sit down with Mr. Mims and go over the contract and the City’s needs for the year 23-24.  

 Councilor Apodaca said he has a comment that as a City we have some really challenging things 
we face as a city for economic development, and I think Mr. Mims is doing a great job. I think 
we need to consider that moving forward. We have and will continue to make a lot of progress 
with Mr. Mims.  

 Manager Dr. Moore said he recommends that Mr. Mims provides you with an economic 
development report.  

 Councilor Winters said economic development has been a real challenge and I think this is the 
best approach. 

 Councilor Gordon said he does like the fact that all of us have to run around and bring 
businesses and that is a plus.  
 

Zoning Development Standards 
 This was covered under the presentation.  

  
Public Comment 

 No public comments.  
 

Manager Report 
 Manager Dr. Moore said we have construction everywhere, the projects are moving toward 

completion, gutters are half finished, potholes, and speed bumps are happening.  
  a) Codification 
 Manager Dr. Moore said sometime soon we would like to come to council with codification I 

don’t know who much it will cost. We have ordinances but we don’t have a municipal code and 
we would like to move forward with a cost.  

 Councilor Winters said please get it done.  
 

Council General Discussion & Future Agenda Items 
 Councilor Apodaca several months ago we talked about the celebration of the anniversary 

discuss at the next council meeting to set a date for this celebration.  
 Councilor Gutjahr said she just got a call from neighbor about trash in the desert. She then 

asked about the library combination community worker.  
 Manager Dr. Moore said we will be putting an advertisement to get someone in that position.  
 Councilor Winters said he thinks of a good explanation with council regarding covenants and 

their role in life.  
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 Councilor Gordon nothing at this time. 
 Mayor Ramsell said this past weekend the new ladder truck did arrive safe and sound. Our fire 

chief and staff were able to get it in for storage. We will need some construction at the station 
to get it stored and you are all welcome to stop by and take a look at it.   
 

Adjourn 
º The City Council regular workshop was adjourned at 4:00 pm.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
_________________________________________  
Elizabeth F. Adair, Municipal Clerk 
(Transcribed by Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk) 

 

  

Date: ____________________________________  

  

 
 

Approved: 
 

 
_________________________________________ 

Joshua Ramsell, 
Mayor 

 
 
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Margaret R. Gutjahr, 
Mayor Pro-tem/Councilor 

Arthur Apodaca, 
Councilor 

  
  
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Lawrence R. Gordon, 
Councilor 

Jimmie Winters, 
Councilor 
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City of Rio Communities Council Regular Business Meeting 

City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 

Monday, June 26, 2023 6:00 PM 

Minutes 

Please silence all electronic devices. 

Call to Order 
o Mayor Ramsell called the regular business meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  

Pledge of Allegiance 
o Mayor Pro tem Gutjahr led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Roll Call 
o PRESENT 

Governing Body  Staff 
Mayor Joshua Ramsell Manager Dr. Martin Moore 
Mayor Pro-tem Margaret R. Gutjahr Clerk Elizabeth Adair 
Councilor Arthur Apodaca Fire Chief Andrew Tabet 
Councilor (virtual) Lawrence Gordon Attorney Randy Van Vleck 
Councilor Jimmie Winters Press Clara Garcia 

 
Approval of Agenda 

º Motion made by Councilor Apodaca to approve the agenda written. Seconded by Councilor 
Winters. 
Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr  
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters         With a 4-0 vote of Council approved the agenda.  

 
Approval of Consent Agenda Items (Minutes for the City Council Special Business Meeting (05/30/23 

& 06/05/23), Minutes for the City Council Workshop & Regular Business Meeting 
(06/12/23) and Approval of Accounts Payable) 

º Motion made by Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr to approve the consent agenda as listed on the 
agenda. Seconded by Councilor Winters. 
 
Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon  
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council approved the consent agenda.  

 
Proclamations 

Mayoral Proclamation - Fireworks 
 Mayor Ramsell read the proclamation Fireworks into the minutes (see packet). 

 
Public Hearing - Continuation from the May 8th public hearing 

 
Motion and roll call vote to recess Regular Business Meeting session and to go into Public 
Hearing 
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 Motion made by Councilor Apodaca with a roll call vote to recess Regular Business Meeting 
session and to go into Public Hearing for Consideration of applicant La Merced Moose Lodge 
request for three RV sites on the property at 306 Rio Communities Blvd. Seconded by Mayor 
Pro-tem Gutjahr. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters                With a 4-0 vote Council went into the public hearing at 6:09 pm.  

 
Consideration of applicant La Merced Moose Lodge request for three RV sites on the property at 
306 Rio Communities Blvd 
 Mayor Ramsell asked if everyone received the findings from the planning and zoning 

commission.  
 Mr. Irving said he hopes everyone received his latest email and then said there is a fifth wheel 

that has been behind that site for quite a while is that a violation. A Moose member wants to 
be a security guard. The building already has a security system it is required by law that a 
security guard be licensed in three different levels. I was unable to get a site map. It is hard to 
get an RV in the sites and they will not accommodate most of the RV’s. (see packet).  

 Councilor Apodaca said in his opinion this is not an unusual request most lodges though out 
the county make RV spaces available, and it may not accommodate all sizes they will just have 
to let them know the lot size. This is not unusual at other lodges.  

 Mayor Ramsell said other Lodges are limited in that compacity based on the size of their 
property rather the number of spaces the length the width.  

 Councilor Gutjahr said thank you to Mr. Irvine for putting his concerns in writing. 
 Councilor Winters asked are we sure what the zoning for that property. 
 Manager Dr. Moore responded by saying C2. 
 Fire Chief Tabet said he had an opportunity to look at the setback and is a safe distance.  
 Mayor Ramsell said including the Senior center.  
 Fire Chief said correct it is in a satisfactory area.  
 
Motion and roll call vote to go back into Regular Business Meeting session 
 Motion made by Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr with a roll call vote to go back into regular business 

meeting session. Seconded by Councilor Winters. 
 Voting Yea:  

Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council was back into the regular business 
 meeting session at 6:17 pm.  

 
 
Regarding applicant La Merced Moose Lodge request for three RV sites on the property at 306 Rio 
Communities Blvd 

 Motion made by Councilor Apodaca to approve application La Merced Moose Lodge request for 
three RV sites on the property at 306 Rio Communities Blvd. Seconded by Councilor Winters. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
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Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters   With a 4-0 vote Council approved the special permit for the  
 Moose Lodge.  

Public Comment 
 No public comments.  

Manager Report 
  a)  Codification  

 Manager Dr. Moore said he will be getting with the municipal clerk and work on getting a 
Municipal code. We will get you a price and begin the work on that. We appreciate the work 
that is going on with the construction. It has been busy on streets and the building and apricate 
the publics patience as we are getting it done.  

 
Authorize to proceed with the design of Phase 2 of the City Hall Multi-use complex   

 Manager Dr. Moore said we are close enough to completion of phase 1, have budgeted money 
in capital to proceed in Phase 2 not to exceed $25,000.00. If it is more we will come back to 
council and we are looking at state pricing.  

 Councilor Gutjahr asked is this primarily for design. 

 Manager Dr. Moore said yes that is correct.  

 Motion made by Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr to proceed with the design of phase 2 of the city hall 
multi-use complex not to exceed $25,000. Seconded by Councilor Winters. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council approved to proceed with the design of 

 the multi-use complex not to exceed $25,000.   
 
Authorize funds to remodel the old public works area behind the Police Department 

 Manager Dr. Moore said right behind the police station where the public works sat needs some 
work and the cost is not to exceed $35,000 exclusive of gross receipt tax.  

 Mayor Ramsell said the important thing to know is this is to better house our new ladder truck.  

 Motion made by Councilor Apodaca to authorize funds to remodel the old public works area 
behind the police department not to exceed $35,000 excluding gross receipt tax. Seconded by 
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters With a 4-0 vote Council authorized funds to remodel the old  
 public works area behind the police department not to exceed 
 $35,000 excluding gross receipt tax.  
 

Extend Limited Term Employees thru 12/31/2023 

 Mayor Ramsell explained this is simply we have hit the end of the road for the extension, and 
we are looking to extend them to the middle of the fiscal year. There will be a presentation of 
some sort from public works and then Council will make a decision on what they want to do as 
far as making them permanent.  
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 Manager said this is for 2 specific positions with Code Enforcement. 

 Councilor Winters said this has been a successful program and we would like to extend it as 
long as we can.  

 Motion made by Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr to extend the limited term employees thru 
12/31/2023.  Seconded by Councilor Winters. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca  
Councilor Gordon  
Councilor Winters    With a 4-0 vote Council authorized the extension of the limited 
 Term employees thru December 31, 2023.  
 

Economic Development Consultant contract renewal (Palmetto LLC) 

 Manager Dr. Moore said we are coming up to the end of the fiscal year, this is one of them. 
Then said he would recommend that Councilor Apodaca and himself get together with Mr. 
Mims to review and negotiate a contract for the coming year.   

 Councilor Gordon said he is looking forward to seeing what comes to the table.  

 Motion made by Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr to approve the Economic Development Consultant 
contract renewal as stated. Seconded by Councilor Winters. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council approved the Economic Development 
 Economic Development Consultant contract renewal. 
 

Valencia County Business Incubator Agreement renewal (space) 

 Mayor Ramsell said this has been a good opportunity for the City. We have enjoyed having 
them here.  

 Manager Dr. Moore said we cannot say enough good about the work they have been doing. 
They have provided their own funding by getting grants. They have lined up clients and others 
that are waiting. Those are all a good thing and are proud their home office is in Rio 
Communities.  

 Councilor Gutjahr said back on where this first began, Los Lunas and ourselves had put in the 
funding to begin this. It is grateful for the businesses.  

 Mayor Ramsell said the whole purpose for this building was to utilize that space for the 
community and this is a good way to utilize this space.  

 Mr. Mims said they raised over $100,000.00 in funding and would like to have Ben Romero 
come in the future to give an update.   

 Motion made by Councilor Apodaca to approve Valencia County Business Incubator Agreement 
renewal (space). Seconded by Councilor Winters. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council approved Valencia County Business 

 Incubator Agreement renewal (space) 
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Authorization to reassign funds from transportation for the ladder truck graphics 

 Manager Dr. Moore said at a previous meeting the Council approved $25,000.00 to transport 
the ladder truck that ended up being a little over $11,000.00 that left us with some change 
what they are asking for the funds to be used for the graphics on the ladder truck any monies 
left over after the graphics have been completed be reverted back into the general fund. 

 Motion made by Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr Authorization to reassign funds from transportation 
for the ladder truck graphics and any money left over for funds to be revert to the City general 
fund. Seconded by Councilor Winters. 

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca  
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters With a 4-0 vote the Council authorized the reassignment of funds  

 from transportation for the ladder truck graphics and have any 
 remaining funds to be reverted back to the general fund.  
 
Ordinance 2023 – xx Zoning Code – setting public hearing date & approving 15-day review 

 Manager Dr. Moore based on the discussions we had at the workshop this afternoon we are 
recommending that the changes be based on the work of the zoning task force. He then 
reminded that the taskforce included members of the public, council, and city staff. Looking to 
items that are appropriate for City review helping the commission and city council. He further 
said the abolishment of Industrial 1 & 2 and looking at restriction on the industrial 3 zone that 
could not be in existing current city limits. If it is annexed into city limits to consider I3 zones.  

 Manager Dr. Moore further explained there are some new areas that we are looking at specific 
standards. 

  Manager Dr. Moore said we are recommending July 24 for a public meeting and July 31st for 
the public hearing.  

 Motion made by Councilor Apodaca to approve the discussion and consideration of Ordinance 
2023-xx zoning code setting a public hearing date and approving a 15 day-review for the first 
date of July 24th public meeting and a 31st date for a public hearing and possible action. 
Seconded by Councilor Winters.  

 Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca  
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters             With a 4-0 vote the Council approved Ordinance 2023 – xx  

  Zoning Code – setting public hearing date & approving 15-day 
review.                                                                                                         

 
Council Discussion 

 Councilor Apodaca said regarding the 10-year celebration for the city and maybe at the next 
meeting to decide a date. 
 

Executive Session - For the purpose of the purchase, addition or disposal of real property or water 
rights by the public body pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(8) and Reverse Mortgage 
Funding LLC V. Perea & General Services Department-Insurance Invoice subject to the 
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attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatened or pending litigation in which the 
public body is or may become a participant; pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(7)   

 
Motion and roll call vote to go into close session 
o Motion made by Councilor Gutjahr with a roll call vote to go into executive session for the 

purpose of the purchase, addition or disposal of real property or water rights by the public body 
pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(8) and Reverse Mortgage Funding LLC V. Perea & General 
Services Department-Insurance Invoice subject to the attorney-client privilege pertaining to 
threatened or pending litigation in which the public body is or may become a participant; 
pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(7).  Seconded by Councilor Winters.  
 

o Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council went into executive session at 6:51 pm.  

 
Motion and roll call vote to go back into the regular business meeting session 
o Motion made by Councilor Apodaca with a roll call vote to go back into the regular business 

meeting session. Seconded by Councilor Winters.  
 

o Voting Yea:  
Mayor Pro tem Gutjahr 
Councilor Apodaca 
Councilor Gordon 
Councilor Winters  With a 4-0 vote Council went back into the regular business 
  meeting session at 7:37 pm.  

 
Welcome everyone back and statement by the Mayor:  
o See agenda for statement 

 
Recommendation, Discussion, Consideration, and Decision - For the purpose of the purchase, 

addition or disposal of real property or water rights by the public body pursuant to 
NMSA 10-15-1(H)(8) and Reverse Mortgage Funding LLC V. Perea & General Services 
Department-Insurance Invoice subject to the attorney-client privilege pertaining to 
threatened or pending litigation in which the public body is or may become a 
participant; pursuant to NMSA 10-15-1(H)(7)   

 

 Mayor Ramsell recommended approving Dr. Moore to draft an agreement concerning the 
drainage along the driving range of the Golf Course with an easement to maintain the drainage 
way for maintenance.  

 Motion made by Councilor Gutjahr to approve Dr. Moore to draft an agreement concerning the 
drainage along the driving range of the Golf Course with an easement to maintain the drainage 
way for maintenance. Seconded by Councilor Winters.  
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 Voting Yea:  

Mayor Pro-tem Gutjahr 

Councilor Apodaca  

Councilor Gordon 

Councilor Winters             With a 4-0 vote the Council With a 4-0 vote Council approved Dr. 

 Moore to draft an agreement concerning the drainage along the 

 driving range of the Golf Course with an easement to maintain the 

 drainage way for maintenance.  

Adjourn 

º Motion made by Councilor Winters to adjourn. Seconded by Councilor Apodaca. With a 

unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

 

_________________________________________  
Elizabeth F. Adair, Municipal Clerk 
(Transcribed by Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk) 

 

  

Date: ____________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved: 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
Joshua Ramsell, 

Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Margaret R. Gutjahr, 
Mayor Pro-tem/Councilor 

Arthur Apodaca, 
Councilor 

  
  
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Lawrence R. Gordon, 
Councilor 

Jimmie Winters, 
Councilor 
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6/30/2023 2:06:27 PM Page 1 of 2

Check Register
Rio Communities, NM Packet: APPKT00894 - 6.30.23 End of year Process

By Check Number

Vendor Number Vendor Name Payment Amount NumberPayment TypePayment Date Discount Amount

Bank Code: AP BANK CODE-AP BANK CODE

VEN04171 Administrative Office of the Courts 06/30/2023 421118.00Regular 0.00

VEN04203 Artesia Fire Equipment Inc. 06/30/2023 42121,194.00Regular 0.00

VEN04558 Thomas S. Adair 06/30/2023 4213180.00Regular 0.00

VEN04559 Thomas Scroggins 06/30/2023 421430.00Regular 0.00

VEN04563 TLC Uniforms 06/30/2023 4215372.35Regular 0.00

VEN04801 Adelina Benavidez 06/30/2023 10060690.00EFT 0.00

VEN04804 Chad Good 06/30/2023 100607150.00EFT 0.00

VEN04783 Construction Coordinators Inc. 06/30/2023 10060813,202.16EFT 0.00

VEN04726 H&E Equipment 06/30/2023 1006091,268.38EFT 0.00

VEN04800 Magdelena Giron 06/30/2023 100610183.91EFT 0.00

VEN04718 Melodie Good 06/30/2023 100611150.00EFT 0.00

VEN04831 Nationwide Transport Services LLC 06/30/2023 10061211,020.00EFT 0.00

VEN04819 Roadsafe Traffic Systems, Inc. 06/30/2023 1006132,985.00EFT 0.00

VEN04698 Target Solutions Learning LLC 06/30/2023 1006141,924.55EFT 0.00

VEN04812 Triton Electric Inc 06/30/2023 1006159,150.00EFT 0.00

Regular Checks

Manual Checks

Voided Checks

Discount
Payment

CountPayment Type

Bank Code AP BANK CODE Summary

Bank Drafts

EFT's

5

0

0

0

10

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

15 0.00

Payment

1,794.35

0.00

0.00

0.00

40,124.00

41,918.35

Payable
Count

6

0

0

0

10

16

13

Item 1.



Check Register Packet: APPKT00894-6.30.23 End of year Process

Page 2 of 26/30/2023 2:06:27 PM

Fund Name AmountPeriod

Fund Summary

99000 Pooled Cash Fund 41,918.356/2023

41,918.35

Authorization Signatures
CHECK REGISTER

This check register has been reviewed and verified for accuracy.

_____________________________________________
First Signor

_______________________
Date

_____________________________________________
Second Signor

_______________________
Date
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Municipal Court  

 For the month of June 2023:  
 0 Code Citations were filed. 
 Amounts collected: Correction fees $40.00 
 Court Automation fees $12.00 
  Judicial Education fees $ 6.00  
 Court Fines of $200.00 
  
 Total of $258.00 was collected in the courts.  
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Sherman 
&-+loward 

City of Rio Communities, New Mexico 
Martin Moore, City Manager 
360 Rio Communities Blvd. 
Rio Communities, New Mexico 87002 

Re: Agreement for Legal Services; 

June 22, 2023 

Economic Development and LEDA Policies 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

Sherman & Howard L.L.C. 
500 Marquette Avenue NW, Suite 1203 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
Telephone: 505.814.6958 

shermanhoward.com 

As we discussed, we are sending you this engagement letter for your consideration. 

l. Scope of Representation; Engagement. This is to confirm the engagement of
Sherman & Howard L.L.C. by the City of Rio Communities, New Mexico (the "City") to serve as 

counsel to the City in connection with the development of economic development policies and 
procedures, including policies relating to industrial revenue bonds and Local Economic 
Development Act transactions. This engagement has been made pursuant to the State Procurement 
Code, regulations promulgated thereunder, and in particular Section 13-1-125, NMSA relating to 
small purchases. 

Jill Sweeney is primarily responsible for this engagement and may be assisted by other 
attorneys and paralegals in the firm as deemed necessary. 

l. Term of Engagement. You shall at all times have the right to terminate our firm's services
upon written notice. Our firm shall at all times have the right to te1minate our
representation of you upon written notice if you do not pay our costs, or if we detennine
that our continued representation of you would be unethical or inappropriate, or if we have
another reasonable basis for termination consistent with our professional duties to you.

2. Fees and Expenses. Our fees, including fees for any services which have heretofore been
rendered, will be $495 per hour plus gross receipts tax. It is anticipated that I will perform
most of the day to day work in the matter, with the assistance of Alejandro Almelles Bello
and other associates and paralegals in our office.

If the foregoing te1ms are acceptable, kindly execute this engagement agreement by signing
your name on behalf of the City and return the signed page to our office at your earliest 
convenience. 

57109699.1 

DRAFT
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Sherman 
&..,f-loward 

City of Rio Communities, New Mexico 
Martin Moore, City Manager 
360 Rio Communities Blvd. 
Rio Communities, New Mexico 87002 

Re: Agreement for Legal Services; 

June 22, 2023 

Economic Development and LEDA Policies 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

Sherman & Howard L.L.C. 
500 Marquette Avenue NW, Suite 1203 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
Telephone: 505.814.6958 

shermanhoward.com 

As we discussed, we are sending you this engagement letter for your consideration. 

1. Scope o
f 

Representation; Engagement. This is to confirm the engagement of 
Sherman & Howard L.L.C. by the City of Rio Communities, New Mexico (the "City") to serve as 
counsel to the City in connection with the development of economic development policies and 
procedures, including policies relating to industrial revenue bonds and Local Economic 
Development Act transactions. This engagement has been made pursuant to the State Procurement 
Code, regulations promulgated thereunder, and in particular Section 13-1-125, NMSA relating to 
small purchases. 

Jill Sweeney is primarily responsible for this engagement and may be assisted by other 
attorneys and paralegals in the firm as deemed necessary. 

l. Term of Engagement. You shall at all times have the right to terminate our firm's services
upon written notice. Our firm shall at all times have the right to te1minate our
representation of you upon written notice if you do not pay our costs, or if we determine
that our continued representation of you would be unethical or inappropriate, or if we have
another reasonable basis for termination consistent with our professional duties to you.

2. Fees and Expenses. Our fees, including fees for any services which have heretofore been
rendered, will be $495 per hour plus gross receipts tax. It is anticipated that I will perfonn
most of the day to day work in the matter, with the assistance of Alejandro Armelles Bello
and other associates and paralegals in our office.

If the foregoing tem1s are acceptable, kindly execute this engagement agreement by signing
your name on behalf of the City and return the signed page to our office at your earliest 
convenience. 

57109699.1 

DRAFT
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