
NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO REVISION UP TO 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING DATE AND TIME (NMSA 10-15-1 F). A COPY OF THE 
AGENDA MAY BE PICKED UP AT CITY HALL, 360 RIO COMMUNITIES BLVD, RIO COMMUNITIES, NM 87002. IF YOU ARE AN INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY 
WHO IS IN NEED OF A READER, AMPLIFIER, QUALIFIED SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER OR ANY OTHER FORM OF AUXILIARY AND OR SERVICE TO ATTEND OR 
PARTICIPATE IN THE MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT THE MUNICIPAL CLERK AT 505-861-6803 AT LEAST ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE MEETING OR AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 

 

City of Rio Communities Planning and Zoning Meeting 
City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 
Thursday, March 07, 2024 4:00 PM 

Agenda 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Minutes Approval of Minutes for Business Meeting December 21, 2024, January 11, 2024 
& February 15,2024 
 
Public Comment: If you wish to speak during the public comment session, the Chairman will allow each member of 
the public three (3) minutes to address the Commission. Both the public and Commission will follow rules of decorum. 
Please state your name and where you live. The public shall direct comments to the Chairman. Comment(s) will not be 
disruptive or derogatory. 

Public Hearing 

1.  Motion and roll call vote to recess Planning and Zoning Meeting session and to go into Public      
 Hearing 

  Consideration of Rio Holdings Replat Request 

  Motion and roll call vote to go back into Planning and Zoning Meeting session 

Actions Items 

2. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Rio Holdings Replat Request 

3. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Recommendation to City Council Regarding 
Applicant Playa Vista Group – Commercial 2 Zone   

4. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Recommendation to City Council regarding 
applicant Playa Vista Group – Commercial 2 Zone  

5. Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Recommendation to City Council regarding 
applicant Playa Vista Group – Business Manufacturing  

Presentations 

General Commission Discussion/Future Agenda Items 

6. Discussion - Vista Grande Estates Rezone  

Adjourn 

Please join us from the comfort and safety of your own home by entering the following link @ 
https://www.facebook.com/riocommunities 
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City of Rio Communities Planning and Zoning Meeting 
City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 
Thursday, December 21, 2023 4:00 PM 

Minutes 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

Call to Order 
Chaiman Adair called the meeting to order at 4:01 pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Vice Chairman Adair led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 

o PRESENT: Vice Chairman Scott Adair, Secretary Melodie Good, Commissioner Adelina Benavidez 
             Commissioner Chad Good  

º Present: Deputy Clerk Lalena Aragon. Manager Dr. Moore 
 
Approval of Agenda 
º Motion made by Secretary Good to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by Vice Chairman 

Adair. With a unanimous vote the agenda was approved.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
º Motion made by Secretary Good to approve the minutes for 12/07/24 as written. Seconded by 

Commissioner Good. With a unanimous vote the minutes for 12/07/2023 were approved as 
written.  
 

Actions Items 
Discussion – Public Forum Rules and Guidelines 

• City Manager Dr. Moore went over the guidelines of a public forum. He explained that a 6-day 
notice will not include Holidays and Weekends. He explained a motion will need to be made to 
go into a public forum if we are in a business meeting we will need to if it is a just a public 
forum we don't have to. He explained that we can set a timeframe for the forum for example 
90 min, 2 hours, or 3 hours.  

• Secretary Good asked if the public could address the presenter.  
• City Manager Dr. Moore said they would have to ask questions through the Chair. 
• Chairman Adair explained how he understands the process works. He then asked if they could 

have a Public Forum that isn't in the regular business meeting.  
• City Manager said we could just hold a Public Forum that isn’t part of a regular business 

meeting.  
• Mrs. Good asked if at the next meeting we will come back to a recommendation and discussion 

of what we have.  
• City Manager Dr. Moore asked after we came out of a meeting would you like to have the legal 

counsel come with a draft of recommendations of the Commission.  
 

Discussion – January, 2024 Meeting Schedule 
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• The commission discussed cancelling the January 4th meeting and having one on the 11th and 

the 25th. The commission agreed to cancel the January 4th meeting and to have a Regular 
Business meeting on the 4th with a public forum and a regular business meeting on the 25th.  

• Secretary Good asked about the solar farms.  
• Dr. Moore explained that one project was accepted in the City of Rio Communities, and they 

are working on what needs to be done to get it going. 
 
Public Comment:  

• No comments  
 
Adjourn 
º Motion made by Secretary Good to adjourn.  Seconded by Commissioner Good. 

With a unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned at 4:52pm.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
_________________________________________  
Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk 
(Taken and transcribed by Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk) 

 

  

Date: ____________________________________  

  

  

  

Approved: 
 

 
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Vacant Scott Adair, Vice Chairman 

  
  
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Melodie Good, Secretary  Adelina (Lina) Benavidez, Commissioner 
  
  
  
_________________________________________  
Chad Good, Commissioner   
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City of Rio Communities Planning and Zoning Meeting 
City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 4:00 PM 

Minutes 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

Call to Order 
Secretary Good called to the meeting to order at 4:00pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Secretary Good led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
PRESENT 
Commission                    Staff 
Melodie Good                                           Manager Dr. Moore  
Chad Good                                                 Deputy Clerk Lalena Aragon  
Richard Henderson                                   Attorney Cory  
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Motion made by Secretary Good to table the minutes for meeting December 21, 2023 and the decision 
and consideration of the purposed zone changes for Commercial 2 and Business Manufacturing due to 
the resignation of our Vice Chair. Seconded by commissioner Good. 
 
Voting Yea:  
Secretary Good  
Commissioner Good 
Commissioner Benavidez  
Commissioner Henderson      Motion passed with a 4-0 vote 
 
Approval of Minutes - Business Meeting December 21, 2023.  
Tabled until next Regular Business Meeting.  
 
Public Comment:  
No comment. 
 
Public Forum - For the purpose of the request for a rezoning for a Planned Development 
to Commercial 2 Zone and Business Manufacturing Zone  

• Motion and roll call vote to recess Planning and Zoning Meeting session and to go into a 
Public Forum  

 
Motion made by Commissioner Benavidez to go into a Public Forum at 4:07. Seconded by 
Commissioner Good.  
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Voting Yea:  
Secretary Good  
Commissioner Good 
Commissioner Benavidez  
Commissioner Henderson      Motion passed with a 4-0 vote. 
 
Public Comment was taken on the following items: 
 
 

o The Playa Vista Group: Commercial 2 zone Proposed Location: UPC 
1009026375240000000Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 5 11.52 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, 
UPC 1009026375140000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 7 27.26 ACRES 1994 
SPLIT Proposed Location: UPC 1009026375240000000Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: 
PARCEL 5 11.52 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1009026375140000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES 
Tract: PARCEL 7 27.26 ACRES 1994 SPLIT UPC 1010026397 PLAYA ESTATES Tract: 
PARCEL 16 16.44 ACERS 2006 REV, PARCEL 17 33.82 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, PARCEL 18 A 
42.01 ACRES 
 

o The Playa Vista Group: Business Manufacturing Proposed Location: UPC 
1009026365015000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 23 33.40 ACRES 1994 
SPLIT, UPC 1010025060475000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 24 47.01 
ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1010025376425 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: 18A 42.01 ACRES 
PLAT M-526, UPC 1010026480040000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 17 
33.82 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1010026320050000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: 
PARCEL 19 54.00 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1010026397131000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES 
Tract: PORTION OF PARCEL 16 REMAINING 16.44 ACRES 2006 REV, UPC 
1010026294187000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: SOUTH PORTION OF PARCEL 15 
5.65 ACRES 2006 SPLIT, UPC 1010026270120000000 Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: 
PARCEL 14 19.56 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1010026150145000000  Subd: PLAYA ESTATES 
Tract: PARCEL 11 14.52 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC: 1010026145085000000 Subd: PLAYA 
ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 12 14.29 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1010026105020000000 Subd: 
PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 21 23.45 ACRES 1994 SPLIT, UPC 1009026490035000000 
Subd: PLAYA ESTATES Tract: PARCEL 22 35.56 ACRES 1994 SPLIT 

 
Motion and roll call vote to go back into Planning and Zoning Meeting Session 
 
Motion made by Commissioner Benavidez to go back into Regular Business meeting. Seconded by 
Commissioner Good.  
 
Voting Yea:  
Secretary Good  
Commissioner Good 
Commissioner Benavidez  
Commissioner Henderson      Motion passed with a 4-0 vote. 
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Commission will make a recommendation at the next Business Meeting.  
 
 
Adjourn 
Motion made by Commissioner Good to adjourn at 5:22pm. Seconded by Commissioner Benavidez.  
Motion carried.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

  
_________________________________________  
Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk 
(Taken and transcribed by Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk) 

 

  

Date: ____________________________________  

  

  

  

Approved: 
 

 
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
  Melodie Good, Secretary  

  
  
_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Richard Henderson, Commissioner  Adelina (Lina) Benavidez, Commissioner 
  
  
  
_________________________________________  
Chad Good, Commissioner   
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City of Rio Communities Planning and Zoning Meeting 
City Council Chambers - 360 Rio Communities Blvd 

Rio Communities, NM 87002 
Thursday, February 15, 2024 4:00 PM 

Minutes 
Please silence all electronic devices. 

Call to Order 

Commissioner Good called the meeting to order at 4:00pm  

Pledge of Allegiance 

Commissioner Good led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call 
Commission                    Staff 
Melodie Good                                          City Manager Dr. Moore  
Chad Good                                                Deputy Clerk Lalena Aragon  
Richard Henderson                                  City Attorney Corie Strife 

Approval of Agenda 

Motion made by Commissioner Winters to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by 
Commissioner Henderson.  

Approval of Minutes for Business Metting January 11, 2024 

Motion made by Commissioner Winters to table the minutes for January 11, 2024. Seconded by 
Commissioner Henderson. With a unanimous vote the minutes for January 11, 2024, were tabled.  
 
Public Comment:  

Steven Gladwell voiced his concern about the application for Business manufacturing and Commercial 
2 zone change. He explained that everyone knows Mr. Yates’ main interest is oil. He is concerned about 
back door legal loopholes that the community cannot correct after the fact. He continued to explain 
that he isn’t opposed to growth for our city, he knows it is needed to support our police department, 
fixing roads and other things. But this growth needs to abide by all restrictions under C2, business 
manufacturing and C3. It is his hope that the applicants will respect the wishes of this community, 
especially the residents of Nancy Lopez and El Mundo.  

Dick Irvin talked about the time of the meeting and asked it to be moved to a time all the residents can 
attend. He then asked who Playa group is, and that the owners of the 377 acres have changed and 
stated the property is owned by more than one person.   

Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Election of Officers  

Motion made by Commissioner Winters to elect Commissioner Melodie Good as Chair. Seconded by 
Commissioner Henderson. With a 3-0 vote Melodie Good was elected as Chair. 

Motion Made by Commissioner Melodie Good to elect Commissioner Chad Good as Vice Chair. 
Seconded by Winters. With a 3-0 vote Chad Good was elected as Vice Chair.  
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Motion made by Commissioner Winters to elect Lina Benavidez as Secretary. Seconded by 
Commissioner Henderson. With a 3-0 vote Lina Benavidez was elected as Secretary.  

Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Adoption of the City's Open Meetings Act Resolution 

Motion made by Commissioner Winters the Adoption of the City's Open Meetings Act Resolution. 
Seconded by Commissioner Henderson. With a 3-0 vote the Adoption of the City's Open Meetings Act 
Resolution was adopted.  

Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Recommendation to City Council regarding applicant Playa 
Vista Group – Commercial 2 Zone  

Motion made by Henderson to continue the decision for recommendation to City Council the 
application for Play Vista Group C2 to the March 7th meeting. Seconded by Commissioner 
Winters.  With a 3-0 vote the decision will be continued until the March 7th meeting. 

Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Recommendation to City Council regarding applicant Playa 
Vista Group – Commercial 2 Zone  

Motion made by Commissioner Winters to continue the decision for recommendation to City Council 
the application for Play Vista Group C2 to the March 7th meeting. Seconded by Commissioner 
Henderson.  With a 3-0 vote the decision will be continued until the March 7th meeting.  

Discussion, Consideration, and Decision – Recommendation to City Council regarding applicant Playa 
Vista Group -Business Manufacturing  

Motion made by Commissioner Winters to continue the decision for recommendation to City Council 
the application for Play Vista Group C2 to the March 7th meeting. Seconded by Commissioner 
Henderson.  With a 3-0 vote the decision will be continued until the March 7th meeting. 

There was discussion  

General Commission Discussion/Future Agenda Items 

Rio Holdings Replat  

Mr. Harris explained that they are requesting a replat on track 3 of the Del Rio Subdivision into 2 
tracks, one being 13.47 acres and the other being a 9.28 acres track. The purpose is for the sale of 
property. 

Adjourn 

Motion made by Commissioner Winters to adjourn at 5:20pm. Seconded by Commissioner Henderson. 
Motion carried  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

_________________________________________  
Dr. Martin Moore, (Acting) Municipal Clerk 
(Taken and transcribed by Lalena Aragon, Deputy Clerk) 

 

  

Date: ____________________________________  
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Approved: 

 

 

_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Melodie Good, Chair Chad Good, Vice Chair 

  

  

_________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Adelina (Lina) Benavidez, Secretary  Richard Henderson, Commissioner 

  

  

  
_________________________________________  
Jimmie Winters, Commissioner   
  

 







 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDED DECISION 
 

 Pursuant to §3-19-3 NMSA 1978, the Planning and Zoning Commission Chairman and 
Commissioners set forth the following Findings and Recommended Decision. 

 

FINDINGS 

1. The City of Rio Communities accepted a submitted application by _________________ 
(dba The Playa Group for the re-zoning of parcels located in _____________________on 
___________________, 2023.  
 

2. The application requested the re-zone of approximately ___________acres from Planned 
Development to Commercial 2 (C-2) zoning.   
 

3. The Rio Communities Zoning Code provides that “the intent and purpose of this Zoning 
Code [is] to encourage the most appropriate use of the land…stimulate a climate for 
balanced and harmonious development…preserves the general health, welfare, safety and 
order…[of] all residents” and that “[p]reservation of the character of current and future 
planned neighborhoods is also a goal of this ordinance.” (Section 4-1-2. Purpose).  
 

4. C-2 Zoning allows permissible uses from Commercial 1 (C-1) zoning, and a list of 
additional uses as enumerated in __________ of the City of Rio Communities Zoning 
Ordinance (see attachment for the list).    
 

5. A public forum regarding the C-2 Rezoning applications was conducted on January 11, 
2024.   Members of the public expressed concerns during the forum regarding distances 
between proposed rail spurs and residential properties, as well as concerns about 
development standards and water conservation.   
 

6. The Applicant was given the opportunity to present evidence and testimony regarding the 
rezoning application at both public hearings. The Applicant set forth numerous 
statements of intent to honor city development standards.   
 

7. The Applicant intends to bring in commercial development consistent with permissible 
uses in C-2 zones. 
 

8. A Rezoning action generally requires conformance with a city’s comprehensive plan.  
Goal 4 of the Comprehensive Plan is to “diversify the local economy” in concert with a 
City Local Economic Development Plan (LEDP).  The City’s LEDP identifies that its 
core weaknesses are “manufacturing and commercial” uses.    
 



 

9. The Comprehensive Plan also identifies “protecting natural resources,” “improve public 
mobility and transportation,” and “sustain and improve infrastructure” as core focuses for 
the City.  
 

10. The Applicant addressed transportation by indicating an intent to pursue a road project, 
and capitalize on nearby access to the railroad.   
 

11. The Applicant only spoke to natural resources insofar as expressing intent to procure the 
necessary water for commercial enterprises to occupy the land proposed for rezoning. 
 

12. The Applicant clearly stated and the Zoning Ordinance clearly prohibits the storage for 
sale, extraction, and manufacturing of petroleum products; the Applicant did express that 
it may be economically feasible for some industry to store sufficient quantities of fuel on-
site for internal operations.  
 

13. The Applicant did not identify specific commercial businesses that may occupy the 
properties, but did provide representative examples of commercial uses compatible with a 
C-2 zone.   
 

14. The information presented by the Applicant was specific enough for the Commission to 
make a responsible, informed recommendation for rezoning the property described in this 
request from Planned Developemt (P-D) to a C-2 zone. 
 

15. The Applicant expressed a willingness to comply with restrictions or conditions placed 
upon specific proposed developments in accordance with local, state, and federal law, 
including enumerated development standards in the City’s Zoning Ordinance.   

 

RECOMMENDED DECISION 

1. Based upon the above Findings, the Planning Commission recommends that this 
application for the rezoning of ___________ acres from Planned Development to 
Commercial 2 be approved, subject to the following conditions: 

a. Any proposed uses of the land located within the exterior boundaries of the area 
to be rezoned shall be reviewed by the City of Rio Communities, and approved in 
writing prior to commencement of improvements.  This review will include the 
development standards, water conservation and availability, and a compliance 
review of  applicable City codes, with a reminder that the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance requires compliance with State and Federal laws and regulations. 

b. The Applicant will submit for approval a replat of the parcels or portions of 
parcels so that the exterior boundary of each parcel does not exceed the exterior 
boundary of the C-2 zone. 

c. The Applicant will disclose these findings and recommendations in the closing 
documents for any sale of a parcel(s) located within the C-2 zone. 
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