
Microsoft Teams Meeting: 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_ODgzY2Y4ZmQtNzVmMC00ZmJkLTkyNzktM2NhMjliNGI0Mjc0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b
%22Tid%22%3a%2214038f70-880a-4544-99f2-5408da444e94%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220a2cb6e-5013-48b7-

acae-ea44f9362dd0%22%7d 

Meeting ID: 244 499 265 731                                Passcode: UqeJ25 

AGENDA – Amended 

CALL TO ORDER: Pledge of Allegiance; Roll Call for the meeting, determine whether a quorum is present; 
determine whether the meeting has been properly noticed. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Entertain a motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the last meeting in lieu of 
printed copies and approve said minutes or correct and approve said minutes. 

1. Minutes of April 16, 2024 Regular Meeting 
2. Minutes of April 22, 2024 Special Meeting 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

3. Council Agenda of May 7, 2024 

CITY AND UTILITY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS AND CONCERNS: 

MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS: Committee/Commission/Board Reports and Comments 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  Items to be discussed at a future meeting. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

4. Treasurer's Report for April 30, 2024 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: 

5. Bills for May 7, 2024 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION: 

6. Appointment of Interim City Clerk 
7. Appointment of  Interim City Treasurer 
8. Creation of Ad Hoc Committee to update Council Rules 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION: 

9. Class "B" Beer License Application from AD German Warehouse Conservancy, Timothy Abair 
agent, for 300 S. Church Street effective July 1, 2024 

10. Class "A" Beer License Application from Delicias De Las 4 Hermanas LLC, Joselin De La Cruz 
Garcia agent, for 146 S. Main Street effective May 8, 2024 

11. Temporary Class B Beer Picnic License from Southwest Partners Inc. dba Richland 
Rejuvenates for RC Thunderfest on Saturday, June 29, 2024 

12. Temporary Class B Beer & Class B Wine License from Greater Richland Area Chamber for a 
Beer & Wine Walk on May 17, 2024.   

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION: 

13. Digital Billboard Advertising Package Renewal 

 

 

OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE 

MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2024 AT 6:30 PM 

COUNCIL ROOM, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 450 S. MAIN ST., RICHLAND CENTER, WI 53581 & VIRTUALLY 

1

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODgzY2Y4ZmQtNzVmMC00ZmJkLTkyNzktM2NhMjliNGI0Mjc0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2214038f70-880a-4544-99f2-5408da444e94%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220a2cb6e-5013-48b7-acae-ea44f9362dd0%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODgzY2Y4ZmQtNzVmMC00ZmJkLTkyNzktM2NhMjliNGI0Mjc0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2214038f70-880a-4544-99f2-5408da444e94%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220a2cb6e-5013-48b7-acae-ea44f9362dd0%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODgzY2Y4ZmQtNzVmMC00ZmJkLTkyNzktM2NhMjliNGI0Mjc0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2214038f70-880a-4544-99f2-5408da444e94%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220a2cb6e-5013-48b7-acae-ea44f9362dd0%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODgzY2Y4ZmQtNzVmMC00ZmJkLTkyNzktM2NhMjliNGI0Mjc0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2214038f70-880a-4544-99f2-5408da444e94%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2220a2cb6e-5013-48b7-acae-ea44f9362dd0%22%7d


APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND CONFIRM APPOINTMENTS: 

14. Confirmation of the Tree Board Appointment of the City Forester 
 

CREATION OF AD HOC COMMITTEE TO UPDATE COUNCIL RULES 

CITY ATTORNEY UPDATE ON COMMITTEE STRUCTURE REVIEW 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No Council action will be taken on any matter originating under this item. 

CLOSED SESSION: 

15. The Chair may entertain a motion to enter into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat, 
Sec 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session.  The Council will consider the investment of 
public funds. 

16. Reconvene in open session pursuant to Wisconsin Stat, Sec 19.85(2) to vote on matters 
discussed during closed session.  Roll call vote if motion is not unanimous.  

ADJOURN: 
 

17. Adjourn 

Posted this 6th day of May, 2024 by 4:30 PM. 
Copy to the official newspaper the Richland Observer. 

 

 

_________________________________ 
Aaron Joyce, City Clerk/Treasurer 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  That upon reasonable notice, a minimum of 24 hours in advance, efforts will be made to 
accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through appropriate aids and services. For additional information 
or to request this service contact Ashley Oliphant, City Administrator at 450 S. Main St., Richland Center, WI. 53581 
or call 608-647-3466. Notice is hereby given that the council members who are not members of this committee may 
attend this meeting so as to constitute a quorum of the city council.  Any such council member attendance will be 
for information gathering, discussion, and/or related purposes and will not result in the direct decision making by 
the city council at the committee meeting. The City of Richland Center is an equal opportunity employer, provider, 
and lender. 
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MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2024 AT 6:30 PM 

COUNCIL ROOM, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 450 S. MAIN ST., RICHLAND CENTER, WI 53581 & VIRTUALLY 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Mayor Coppernoll at 7:00 PM.  Members present were 
Ron Fruit, Karin Tepley, Tom McCarthy, Mark Chambers, Melony Walters, Kevin Melby, Steve Downs, 
and Ryan Cairns. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Alderperson Tepley to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2024 
meeting as presented.  Seconded by McCarthy.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Walters to approve the Council agenda with items #7, #17, #23, & 
#26 removed.  Seconded by Downs.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

CITY AND UTILITY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS AND CONCERNS: Park & Recreation Director Jodi 
Mieden reported that hiring is taking place for summer employees and the current need is more 
lifeguards.  Mieden also reported that the Richland Hospital will be sponsoring three days of admission 
at the aquatic center this summer.  She added that she is working with Symons Recreation on possible 
maintenance assistance, with the potential to contract with the county to help with start-up and shut 
down of the aquatic center.  Building & Grounds Supervisor Spencer Reed indicated that his department 
is transitioning from winter to summer projects.  They are hiring summer staff and are also preparing for 
the opening of the aquatic center.  Public Works lead Jason Koch reported that the snow plows are now 
off trucks and his department is also transitioning to summer projects.  Economic Development Director 
Jasen Glasbrenner reported that the grant has been awarded to the city for utility expansion for the 
hospital project.  The WEDC grant was awarded for the Los Amigos expansion project.  A 2025 
congressional grant for the Hill Country project downtown for $4.1 million has been written.  An 
example of the wayfinding signs example on display.  Clerk Aaron Joyce reported that the April 2nd 
election had a 42% turnout and it was the first election utilizing the new Badger Books electronic poll 
book.  Administrator Ashley Oliphant thanked the council members for completing the committee 
preference form. 

 

MAYOR AND ALDERPERSONS: Karin Tepley reported that hiring is taking place at the library.  Tepley 
also requested that a committee be formed to go over council rules.  Mark Chambers noted that the 
Park Board has approved the donation policy.  Melony Walters stated that Symons Recreation has hired 
Mike Hardy as the new director.  Mayor Coppernoll stated that there will be a dedication of veteran 
headstones at the Richland Center Cemetery on Saturday, May 18th at 1:00 PM.   

 

REORGANIZATION APPOINTMENTS & CONFIRMATIONS: 
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4. Nominate & Elect Council President: Tepley nominated Ryan Cairns as Council President.  
No other nominations were received.  Mayor Coppernoll closed nominations.  Ryan Cairns 
was elected Council President on a voice vote. 

5. Appoint City Attorney – Confirm: This item was not acted on. 
6. Appoint City Assessor – Confirm: Mayor Coppernoll nominated Gretchen Jelinek to be City 

Assessor.  Gretchen Jelinek was approved by a voice vote. 
7. Appoint City Forester – Confirm: This item was not acted on.  The Tree Board will nominate 

a Forester to be considered at a future council meeting. 
8. Appoint Emergency Government Coordinator – Confirm: Mayor Coppernoll nominated 

Kevin Melby to be Emergency Government Coordinator.  Kevin Melby was approved by a 
voice vote. 

9. Designate Official Newspaper – Confirm: Mayor Coppernoll nominated the Richland 
Observed as the Official Newspaper.  The Richland Observer was approved by a voice vote. 

10. Elect Two Council Representatives to the Utility Commission: Melony Walters nominated 
Kevin Melby to serve as Council Representative to the Utility Commission.  Kevin Melby 
nominated Steve Downs to serve as Council Representative to the Utility Commission.  
Melby & Downs were elected by voice vote. 

11. Appointments to Committees, Commissions, & Boards – Confirm: Mayor Coppernoll 
distributed and read the list of appointments.  He noted that there was very little change.  In 
addition, Mayor Coppernoll recommended the reappointment of Mark Jelinek to the 
Planning Commission and Karin Tepley as a citizen member of the Tourism Commission.  The 
list was approved as presented on a voice vote. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Motion by Alderperson Melby to approve the March 31, 2024 Treasurer’s Report 
as presented.  Seconded by Tepley.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Motion by Alderperson Downs to pay the April 16, 2024 bills as presented.  
Seconded by Walters.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION: 
14. Temporary Class B Beer & Class B Wine License from Greater Richland Area Chamber for a 

Beer & Wine Walk on May 17, 2024 
Motion by Alderperson Melby to approve the Temporary Class B Beer & Class B Wine license 
from Greater Richland Area Chamber for a Beer & Wine Walk on May 17, 2024.  Seconded 
by Chambers.  It was noted that there may be additional locations approved at the next 
council meeting because the maximum number of wine walk locations has not been 
reached.  Motion carried 8-0. 
 

15. Temporary Class B Picnic License from Greater Richland Area Chamber of Commerce for 
Friday, May 17, 2024 
It was noted that this license is for the street dance taking place in conjunction with the wine 
walk, but is a separate event on Court Street.   Motion by Alderperson Melby to approve the 
Temporary Class B Picnic license from Greater Richland Area Chamber of Commerce for 
Friday, May 17, 2024.  Seconded by Downs.  Motion carried 8-0. 
 

16. Discussion and possible approval of the Facility Agreement between the Richland School 
District and the City of Richland Center July 1, 2024-June 30, 2026 
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Park & Recreation Director Jodi Mieden stated that the city has met with the Richland School 
District to review and discuss changes.  Mieden indicated that the biggest changes from the 
previous agreement were the dates and specific locations outlined previously were now 
simply listed as “facilities”.  She also noted that language was added that Stori Field may be 
discontinued for use if development of the site is underway.  The Park Board has approved 
the agreement.  This agreement has been in place with the school district for many 
years.  The new agreement will be effective July 1, 2024.  Motion by Alderperson Chambers 
to approve the facility agreement between the Richland School District and the City of 
Richland Center for the period of July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2026.  Seconded by Melby.  
Motion carried 8-0. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION: 
17. Purchase and installation of lighted crosswalk signs 
 Removed from the agenda by earlier action. 
 
18. Consider Purchase of Mower Tractor 

This item came to Council without a recommendation from the Finance Committee.  Building 
& Grounds Supervisor Spencer Reed stated that the decks of the tractors ware out and the 
lift arms break.  Fabrication was previously done at the street department.  Parts have been 
difficult to obtain when broken down.  Reed requested the purchase of a Bobcat Tractor 
from Jay's Power Sports in the amount of $18,633.  Motion to purchase the 2023 Bobcat 
from Jay's Ag & Turf in the amount of $18,633.  This equipment also comes with a frontend 
loader.  It was noted that the mower deck and lift arms are manufactured with additional 
plates that would be reinforced and allow for longer use.  In addition, the Bobcat has a 
better warranty.  The Finance Committee questioned the location of service and the fact 
that the department doesn't already own a Bobcat.  Reed indicated that the current tractors 
need substantial repair or replacement after three or four years.  Motion by Alderperson 
Melby to approve the 2023 Bobcat from Jay’s Ag & Turf at a purchase price of $18,633.  
Seconded by Downs.  Motion carried 7-1, with Alderperson Cairns dissenting. 
 

19. Consider Purchase of Snow Blower 
Two bids were received for this item.  The purchase of the Minitou-Edge unit from Simpson’s 
Tractor was approved by the Finance Committee.  Motion by Cairns to approve the purchase 
of the Manitou-Edge snow blower attachment from Simpson’s Tractor at a purchase price of 
$10,944, with funds coming from the Unallocated Contingency line in the 2024 city budget.  
Seconded by Tepley.  Motion carried 8-0. 
 

20. Consider Purchase of Zero-Turn Mower 
Four bids were received for this item.  It was recommended by the Finance Committee to 
purchase the Ferris ISX3300 from Homesteader’s at a price of $14,599.90.  The city currently 
has 5 zero-turn mowers.  Motion by Alderperson Cairns to approve the purchase of the 
Ferris ISX3300 from Homesteader’s at a price of $14,599.90.  Seconded by Melby.  Motion 
carried 8-0. 
 

21. Resolution to Accept a Non-Monetary Donation of a Kayak Landing 
Dale Bender of Southwest Partners noted that the group has long developed the Pine 
River.  The current landing is at South Wedgewood off Bohmann Drive.  Colleen Schroeder 
wanted to donate to improve the landing in memory of her husband.  The old landing would 
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be removed.  Mayor read Resolution 2024-02 to accept the donation of a kayak landing in 
memory of her late husband Bill Schroeder.  Council thanks the family.  Motion by 
Alderperson Cairns to approve Resolution 2024-02 accepting the non-monetary donation of 
a kayak landing in memory of Bill Schroeder.  Seconded by Downs.  Motion carried 8-0.  
 

22. Consider approval of contract with Chrome Fireworks & Displays, LLC for City Fireworks for 
June 29, 2024 
The city has utilized Chrome Fireworks & Displays for its fireworks display for several years.  
The price of the show has not changed.  It will take place on Saturday, June 29th.  Motion by 
Alderperson Cairns to approve the contract with Chrome Fireworks & Displays, LLC for the 
city fireworks display on June 29, 2024 at a total cost of $17,000.  Seconded by Tepley.  
Motion carried 8-0. 
 

23. Purchase of new police squad and upfitting including radio installation 
 Removed from the agenda by earlier action. 
 
24. Consider Bid Award for Asphalt Overlays 

Two bids were received for this material.  Motion by Alderperson Cairns to approve Scott 
Construction’s bid for asphalt overlays at a cost of $86.95 per ton, or a total cost of 
$132,164.00.  Seconded by Chambers.  Motion carried 8-0. 
 

25. RCPD Union Contract MOU – Lateral Hires 
Chief Jones noted that the wage scale per the union contract currently does not allow for 
officers with years of law enforcement service to receive a wage and vacation 
commensurate to their years of service.  Proposed changes include the discretion to place 
lateral hires on the salary and vacation schedules equal to the amount of years of experience 
outlined in the union contract, and remove the 6-month rate on the wage scale and make 
the new start rate the Patrolman rate.  It was noted that the Richland Center Police Union 
has not voted on the MOU.  There is a current opening in the RCPD and the changes may 
help attract more candidates.  Motion by Alderperson Tepley to approve the RCPD Union 
Contract MOU – Lateral Hires.  Seconded by Downs.  Motion carried 8-0.  
 

26. Approval of historical marker for Vernon W. Thomson at 950 N. Orange Street 
 Removed from the agenda by earlier action. 
 

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS, BOARDS AND CONFIRM APPOINTMENTS:  

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

ADJOURN: Motion by Alderperson Tepley to adjourn.  Seconded by Downs.  Motion carried 8-0 at 8:25 
PM.   

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Aaron Joyce, City Clerk 

6

Item 1.



 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL - SPECIAL 
MEETING 

MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2024 AT 6:00 PM 

COUNCIL ROOM, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 450 S. MAIN ST., RICHLAND CENTER, WI 53581 & VIRTUALLY 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM.  Members in attendance were Ron Fruit, Tom McCarthy, 
Kevin Melby, Melony Walters, Ryan Cairns, Mark Chambers, and Karin Tepley.  Absent was Steve Downs. 

  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Tepley to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Melby.  Motion 
carried 7-0. 

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND ACTION: 

2. The Chair may entertain a motion to enter into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat, Sec 
19.85(1)(f) Considering financial, medical, social or personal histories or disciplinary data of 
specific persons, preliminary consideration of specific personnel problems or the 
investigation of charges against specific persons...which, if discussed in public, would be 
likely to have a substantial adverse effect upon the reputation of any person referred to in 
such histories or data, or involved in such problems or investigations; and (g) Conferring with 
legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning 
strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to 
become involved: Dispensation of Complaint Against a Public Official.  Motion by 
Alderperson Chambers to enter into closed session.  Seconded by Melby.  Motion carried 7-
0. 

 
**CLOSED SESSION** 
 
3. Reconvene in open session pursuant to Wisconsin Stat, Sec 19.85(2) to vote on matters 

discussed during closed session.  Roll call vote if motion is not unanimous.  Motion by 
Alderperson Melby to return to open session.  Seconded by Tepley.  Motion carried 7-0 at 
10:20 PM.   

 
Motion by Alderperson Chambers to adopt the resolution of censure as discussed in closed 
session.  Seconded by Melby.  Motion carried 6-0, with Alderperson Walters recused. 
 

ADJOURN: Motion by Alderperson Chambers to adjourn.  Seconded by Tepley.  Motion carried at 10:21 PM.   

 

Minutes taken by City Attorney Michael Windle and respectfully submitted by Aaron Joyce, City Clerk 
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+ -

CITY OF RICHLAND CENTER - TREASURER'S REPORT
4/30/2024

FUNDS BEG/MO BAL RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS END/MO BAL
Deposits
Disbursements
City General Unassigned: 150,100.30$                    807,610.77$         540,639.56$                417,071.51$         

State Investments #1 Unassigned 5,979,088.85$                 135,060.10$         600,000.00$                5,514,148.95$      
Property Tax Account (partial unassigned) 64,536.01$                      225.50$                64,761.51$           
#2 Landfill long term care (for landfill issues) 624,742.36$                    2,752.50$             627,494.86$         
#3 TIF-Panorama Estates (TIF 6) 262,243.04$                    1,155.39$             263,398.43$         
#6 TIF 2-5 (only #4) 142,737.63$                    628.88$                143,366.51$         
RLF Business Savings 581,407.48$                    572.44$                2,041.14$                    579,938.78$         
RLF Business Checking 1,164.57$                        -$                      -$                            1,164.57$             

RESTRICTED FUNDS: (by outside entity)
CDBG Housing RLF 158,377.33$                    553.58$                158,930.91$         
Landfill Long Term Care CD to 2045 306,912.88$                    306,912.88$         
Landfill Long Term Care CD to 2045 305,968.89$                    305,968.89$         
Library Checking 201,107.83$                    1,787.15$             13,944.92$                  188,950.06$         
Room Tax 16,104.74$                      13,057.40$           29,162.14$           
Greater Richland Tourism 34,079.65$                      113.79$                9,770.10$                    24,423.34$           
Redevelopment Authority 70,468.55$                      246.15$                70,714.70$           
#5 Renew RC Loan Program-Affordable Housing 1,051,514.36$                 4,632.78$             1,056,147.14$      
Renew RC Loan Program-Checking 44,755.47$                      156.34$                44,911.81$           

COMMITTED: (by resolution of the Council)
#4 Projects committed 1,695,530.65$                 7,470.19$             1,703,000.84$      

ASSIGNED: (for specific use, not assigned)
Cemetery CDs 4,879.87$                        2.80$                    4,882.67$             
Centennial Committee 2,773.09$                        9.68$                    2,782.77$             
Canine Fund 40,655.15$                      101.17$                       40,553.98$           
Park/Rec/Comm Center 11,538.42$                      40.31$                  11,578.73$           
Aquatic Center 136,634.07$                    136,634.07$         

LOANS -  These are Estimated to date based upon the prev. year end Projected Year End 12/31/2024
Loans: Total Debt 12/31/2023 2024 Principle Loan Term End Balance
Richland County Bank (2%) 50,000.00$                      50,000.00$           9/30/2024 -$                      
WPPI (no interest) 18,973.56$                      5,059.44$             9/28/2027 13,914.12$           
State Trust Fund Loan - Panorama Est TIF 6 (3.5%) -$                                 -$                      3/15/2021 -$                      
Bonding - Panorama Estates TIF 6 (1.8%) 700,000.00$                    50,000.00$           4/1/2037 650,000.00$         
CFB Haseltine 389,390/Westside Dr 362,610 (2.73%) 502,000.00$                    50,000.00$           4/1/2028 452,000.00$         
Aquatic Center Bonding (20 Years) 3,540,000.00$                 190,000.00$         8/1/2038 3,350,000.00$      
Total Debt 4,810,973.56$                 345,059.44$         4,465,914.12$      
Debt Capacity - 4/18/2024 - WI DOR 20,477,735.00$               20,477,735.00$   
Current Debt % of Total 23.49% 21.81%
Borrowing Max recommendation 65% 13,310,527.75$               13,310,527.75$    
*Note* Transfers are made between Funds that are accounted for in both Receipts and Disbursements
*5/7/2024 - Aquatic Center - Statement not yet received
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RULES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND CENTER 

 

RULE 1   MEETINGS 

 1   ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING  Following the spring election of each year, 

the Common Council shall meet on the third Tuesday of April for the purpose of 

organization. 

 

 2   REGULAR MEETINGS  The regular meetings of the Common Council shall 

be held on the first Tuesday of each month at half past seven o’clock in the evening.  This 

Rule shall not prohibit any adjourned meeting of any such regular meeting. 

 

 3   SPECIAL MEETINGS   (a) The Mayor may call special meetings by written 

notice to each Council member, delivered to the members or left at their usual place of 

abode at least six (6) hours in advance of the meeting.  The notice shall specify the time, 

place, and purpose of the meeting.  Attendance at a Council meeting by any Council 

member constitutes a waiver of any defect of notice. 

 (b) As an alternative, the Mayor may call a special meeting at a regularly 

convened meeting of the Common Council if all members are present, in which case no 

additional notice to the members of the special meeting is required. 

 (c) As a second alternative, a special meeting may be called without formal notice 

to the members if all members consent in writing to the holding of such a meeting.  If 

written consent is obtained, it shall be filed with the Clerk before or at the 

commencement of the meeting. 

 (d) Special meetings shall be deemed regular meetings for the purpose of 

transacting any business permitted by law. 

 (e) At special meetings of the Council, no business shall be transacted but that for 

which the meeting shall have been called, unless by unanimous consent and as permitted 

under the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law. 

 

RULE 2   QUORUM REQUIRED 

 A quorum is required for the transaction of any Council business.  Two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members of the Council, excluding the Mayor, shall constitute a quorum. 

 

RULE 3   CALL TO ORDER 

 The presiding officer shall take the chair at the hour appointed for the Council to 

meet and shall immediately call the members to order, and may at the instance of any 

member order the attendance of any absentee. 

 

RULE 4   ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 The business of the Council shall be conducted in the following order: 

 (a) Call to order by the presiding officer 

 (b) Roll call 

 (c) Reading of the minutes of the preceding meeting.  The minutes of the last 

meeting shall be either approved or, in the event of mistake, such mistake shall be 
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corrected.  Reading aloud of such minutes may be waived by the Council if copies of 

such minutes have been furnished to the members previous to such waiver. 

 (d) At each regular monthly meeting the Treasurer shall give his/her report as to 

the amount of money in the general treasury liable to appropriation during the fiscal year, 

and shall in addition furnish any other data requested by the Presiding Officer or by any 

member of the Council. 

 (e) Consideration of agenda items.  Matters shall be taken up in the order in which 

they appear on the agenda, except that the presiding officer may bring up agenda items 

out of the order in which they appear on the agenda, subject to an appeal to the Council. 

 (f) Alderperson’s reports. 

 (g) City departments, officers, and utilities reports. 

 (h) Mayor’s comments and correspondence. 

 (I) Consideration of approval and payment of bills. 

 

RULE 5   INTRODUCTION OF BUSINESS 

 1   REQUIREMENTS FOR INTRODUCTION  All ordinances, petitions, 

resolutions, or other communications shall be in writing, and shall have a brief statement 

of their contents endorsed upon them together with the name of the member presenting 

them.  Prior to their consideration by the Council, they shall be filed with the Clerk.  No 

matter shall be entertained unless the same is on the agenda.  Every member presenting 

such an item at a Council meeting shall begin by giving a brief statement of the contents 

thereof, and, if requested by a member, it shall be read before any other action is taken 

thereon. 

 

 2 FILING  Each proposed ordinance or resolution shall be filed with the 

Clerk at least 24 hours prior to that scheduled Council meeting at which the measure is to 

be introduced.  The Council may nevertheless waive this prefiling If it is impossible or 

impractical, and consideration of the measure by the Council shall constitute such a 

waiver. 

 

RULE 6   PRESIDING OFFICER:  POWERS AND DUTIES 

 1 DESIGNATED  The Mayor shall act as presiding officer at all meetings of 

the City Council.  In the absence of the Mayor, the President of the Council shall call the 

members to order, and shall act as presiding officer.  If both the Mayor and the President 

of the Council are absent, the Clerk/Treasurer shall call the Council to order and 

thereupon the Council shall elect a chairperson to act as presiding officer at such meeting. 

 

 2 DUTY OF PRESIDING OFFICER  It shall be the duty of the presiding 

officer to preserve decorum, and if any member shall transgress the rules of the Council, 

the presiding officer shall, or any member may, call to order, in which case the member 

called to order shall immediately sit down and be silent unless permitted by the presiding 

officer to explain.  Any member called to order may appeal the matter to the Council, 

which shall decide the matter. 
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 3 EJECTION OF UNRULY PERSONS  The presiding officer shall have the 

right to order the ejection of any member of the public who shall persistently speak out of 

order or otherwise act so as to disrupt a meeting of the Council. 

 

 4 QUESTION OF ORDER  The presiding officer shall decide all questions 

of order subject to an appeal to the Council.  The procedure on procedural appeals to the 

Council shall be as follows:  any member who disagrees with an action or ruling of the 

presiding officer, for which an appeal to the Council shall lie pursuant to provisions of the 

Rules of the Council, may initiate an appeal by stating the fact of his/her disagreement 

and demanding determination by the Council as to whether the action of the presiding 

officer shall stand, or be reversed.  The matter shall thereupon be forthwith voted upon by 

the Council, without debate.  No action of the presiding officer shall be reversed unless 

two-thirds (2/3) of the members present shall vote for such reversal. 

 

 5 MEMBERS TO REMAIN IN CHAMBERS DURING MEETINGS  No 

member shall leave the Council chambers after commencement of a meeting without 

permission of the presiding officer. 

 

RULE 7   PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 

 1 SELECTION  The Council president shall be selected by a majority vote 

of all Council members at the annual organizational meeting conducted on the third 

Tuesday of April. 

 

 2 POWERS IN ABSENCE OF MAYOR  During the Mayor’s absence from 

the City or inability to serve, the Council president shall be acting mayor and shall be 

vested with the powers and duties of the Mayor, except that the Council president may 

not approve an act which the Mayor has vetoed.  When presiding over the Council, the 

president retains his/her vote as an Alderperson and may not cast an additional vote in 

case of tie. 

 

RULE 8   VOTING 

 1 CALL FOR QUESTION  The presiding officer may suggest a vote on a 

question under discussion by the Council in these words:  “Is the Council ready to vote on 

the matter under consideration?”  Thereupon, any member may call for the question, 

which shall bring the matter to a vote.  After the presiding officer has recognized a call 

for the question, until the question has been decided there shall be no further discussion 

before the vote. 

 

 2 FORM OF VOICE VOTE  All questions on a voice vote shall be put to 

the Council in this form:  “All those in favor of _________________________ signify by 

saying ‘Aye’; those opposed say ‘No’.  When the outcome of a voice vote is uncertain, 

the presiding officer may direct or any member may call for a show of hands or a roll call 

vote. 
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 3 MATTERS WHICH REQUIRE ROLL CALL VOTE  Votes on the 

following matters shall always be by roll call vote: 

 (a) Confirming appointments, which shall require a majority vote of all of the 

members. 

 (b) Adopting any measure that assesses or levies taxes. 

 (c) Appropriating or disbursing money. 

 (d) Creating any liability or charge against the City or any fund of the City. 

 

 4 MATTERS WHICH REQUIRE VOTING BY BALLOT  The election of 

all officers of the Council shall be by ballot. 

 

 5 ROLL CALL VOTE UPON DEMAND  The “ayes and noes: by roll call 

vote shall be taken and recorded upon any question before the Council at the direction of 

the presiding officer or upon the demand of any member. 

 

 6 NO EXPLANATION OF VOTE DURING VOTING  While the ayes and 

noes are being called, it shall not be in order for any member to explain his or her vote. 

 

 7 MAYOR’S VOTE  The Mayor shall not be entitled to vote except in the 

case of a tie.  When the Mayor does vote in the case of a tie, his or her vote shall be 

counted in determining whether a sufficient number of the Council has voted favorably or 

unfavorably on the matter. 

 

 8 CHANGING VOTE  A Council member may change his or her vote on a 

matter up to the time the result of the vote is announced. 

 

 9 ABSTAINING FROM VOTE  (a) A Council member shall not vote on 

any proposed ordinance, resolution, motion, order, or proposition in which he or she has a 

direct pecuniary or personal interest not common to other members of the Council. 

 (b) A Council member who is required by law to abstain from voting on any 

particular matter shall not be counted for determining: 

  1.  The number of “members present” if passage of that measure requires a 

       favorable vote by a majority or other fractional vote of the 

Alderpersons  

       present. 

  2.  The presence or absence of a quorum for purposes of that particular 

       vote. 

 

RULE 9   RECONSIDERATION OF QUESTION 

 It shall be in order for any member who voted in the majority on any question, or 

for any member who voted in the negative when the Council was equally divided, to 

move a reconsideration of such vote at the same meeting of the Council.  A similar 

motion to reconsider may be made at the next succeeding meeting of the Council, 

provided public notice of the subject matter of the reconsideration has been given 
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sufficient to comply with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.  Only one motion to 

reconsider any vote may be made. 

 

RULE 10  RIGHT OF DISSENT AND PROTEST 

 Any member shall have the liberty to dissent from and protest against any 

ordinance, resolution, motion, or order of the Common Council which he/she may think 

injurious to the public or any individual and to have the reason for his/her dissent entered 

on the journal.  Such matter shall be stated immediately after the vote on such ordinance, 

resolution, or order, or the right to dissent and protest shall be deemed waived. 

 

RULE 11 MAYOR’S VETO 

 The Mayor shall have the veto power as to all acts of the Council, except where is 

expressly or by necessary implication otherwise provided by Wisconsin Statutes.  All acts 

of the council shall be submitted to the Mayor by the Clerk and shall be in force upon 

approval evidenced by the Mayor’s signature, or upon failing to approve or disapprove 

within 5 days, which fact shall be certified thereon by the Clerk.  If the Mayor 

disapproves an act of the Council the Mayor’s objections shall be filed with the Clerk, 

who shall present them to the Council at its next meeting.  A two-thirds vote of all the 

members of the Council shall then make the act effective notwithstanding the objections 

of the Mayor. [sec. 62.09 (8) (c)]. 

 

RULE 12 ORDINANCES 

 1 LIMITATION AS TO SUBJECT MATTER  No ordinance, other than a 

recodification of ordinances as pursuant to sec. 66.035 Wis. Stats., shall contain more 

than one subject, and the subject shall be clearly expressed in its title.  No ordinance, or 

section thereof, shall be revised or amended unless the new ordinance contains the 

number of the ordinance or the section revised or amended. 

 

 2 PROCEDURE FOR ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES  All proposed 

ordinances shall be read not less than 2 times before the Council votes on them.  The first 

reading shall be at the time the proposed ordinance is introduced.  The second reading 

shall be immediately prior to the Council’s actual vote on its adoption, which shall not be 

at the same meeting at which it was introduced.  By adoption of a motion to suspend the 

rules, the Council may dispense with any required such reading. 

 

 3 PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES THE SAME DAY AS INTRODUCED  

No ordinance shall be passed on the same day that it was introduced unless the Council 

votes to suspend the rules and either: 

  1.  Such ordinance shall have been read at length prior to a vote on its 

       adoption, or 

  2.  Written copies of the newly introduced ordinance have been furnished 

       to the members of the  Council prior to suspension of the rules. 
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RULE 13 COMMITTEES 

 1 APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES  The standing 

committees of the Council shall be appointed by the mayor at the annual organizational 

meeting on the third Tuesday in April.  Such appointments shall then be confirmed by 

vote of the Council. 

   

 2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES  The Council may provide for special 

committees from time to time as it deems necessary.  Appointments to such special 

committees shall be made by the Mayor. 

 

 3 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  The Mayor may declare at any meeting 

the entire Council, a committee of the whole for informal discussion on any matter unless 

an Alderperson objects at such meeting.  If an objection is made, the entire Council may 

not convene as committee of the whole unless a motion to so convene is adopted.  Such a 

motion is not debatable.  A majority vote is required to approve such a motion.  The 

Mayor shall ex officio be the chairperson of the committee of the whole. 

 

 4 COMMITTEE REPORTS  Each committee shall submit a written report 

to the Council on all matters referred to it or taken up by it.  Such a report may be in the 

form of minutes of committee meetings.  Committees, upon making their reports as to 

any matter previously referred to them, shall return to the Clerk any original petition, 

resolution, or other paper containing the subject matter so referred to the Clerk.  All 

reports of standing committees or of special committees shall be noted in the Council’s 

minutes and filed with the Clerk. 

 

RULE 14 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 1 PROCEDURE FOR CERTIFICATION, AUDIT & PAYOUT OF FUNDS  

No account or other demand shall be allowed and directed to be paid until after it has 

been examined and certified to be correct by a committee of the Council and subsequently 

reported to and audited by the Council.  However, payment of regular wages and salaries 

of officers and employees according to schedules adopted by the Council may be made by 

the Clerk without submission to the Council after ratification by the department head 

submitting them. 

 

 2 PAYOUT OF CONTINGENCY FUNDS  No funds held in any 

contingency fund shall be paid out until the Council has either authorized such payment 

pursuant to (1) above or has authorized transfer of such funds from the contingency fund 

to a regular fund and approved a payout schedule. 

 

RULE 15  MANNER OF FLOOR DELIBERATION BY MEMBERS 

 1 RECOGNITION BY CHAIR  No Alderperson shall address the Council 

until recognized by the presiding officer.  When a member is about to speak to a question 

or make a motion, he or she shall respectfully address the presiding officer, who shall 
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determine and pronounce the name of the member entitled to the floor.  The member shall 

confine himself or herself to the question under consideration and avoid irrelevancies or 

personal confrontation. 

 

 2 LIMIT ON SPEAKING TO A MATTER  No member shall speak more 

than twice upon any question, nor for more than ten minutes at any one time without 

leave of two-thirds of the members present.  The same rule shall be observed in 

committee of the whole. 

 

 3 PRECEDENCE OF MOTIONS  When a question is before the Council, 

no motion shall be received, except: 

  1.  A motion to adjourn; 

  2.  A motion to recess; 

  3.  A motion to lay the question on the table; 

  4.  A call for a vote on the question; 

  5.  A motion to amend; 

    6.  A motion to postpone to a certain day; 

Such motions shall have precedence in the order in which they appear above. 

 

 4 MOTION TO ADJOURN  A motion to adjourn shall always be in order 

unless the Council is engaged in voting, and such a motion shall be decided without 

debate. 

 

 5 MAKING AND SECONDING MOTION PREREQUISITE TO ACTION  

No motion shall be discussed or acted upon until it has been seconded, unless these rules 

specifically permit one Alderperson to initiate action.  When a motion is made and 

seconded, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the Council and shall be stated by the 

presiding officer or by the Clerk.  If the motion was submitted in writing, it shall be 

delivered to the Clerk and read by the presiding officer or by the Clerk previous to debate. 

 

 6 RECORDING OF MOTIONS  Every motion or proposition shall either be 

reduced to writing or written verbatim into the Clerk’s minutes. 

 

 7 WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS  No motion shall be withdrawn without 

the consent of the Alderperson making and seconding the motion. 

 

 8 AMENDMENT OF MOTIONS No motion shall be amended without the 

consent of the Alderperson making and seconding the motion. 

 

 9 DIVISION OF QUESTION INTO COMPONENTS  Any member may 

call for a division of a question into component questions when such a division can 

reasonably be made. 
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 10 FILLING IN BLANKS  Where the question under consideration has 

blanks, the largest number, longest time, and highest sum in filling up blanks shall be first 

put to the Council. 

 

RULE 16  PRESIDING OFFICER’S POWER TO DESIGNATE PERSONS TO 

ADDRESS COUNCIL 

 The presiding officer may at any time request or permit the Council to be 

addressed regarding any matter then under discussion by any person, including but not 

limited to City officials, department heads or employees; agents or representatives of any 

other branch of government; representatives of any quasi-governmental agency; 

representatives of any private contractor or consultant; or any other person deemed by the 

presiding officer to have special knowledge of the matter at hand or of municipal 

operation.  Such presentation shall be for the purpose of explaining, clarifying, or 

otherwise assisting the Council in evaluating the merits or legality of the matter under 

consideration. 

 

RULE 17  PETITIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 All petitions from members of the public shall be presented by the presiding 

officer or by a member in his place.  Their contents shall then be briefly stated and such 

petitions may then be referred to an appropriate committee. 

 

RULE 18  ADDRESSING COUNCIL BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

 The presiding officer may allow any member of the public to address the Council 

at any time that an Alderperson could address the Council under these rules.  The 

presiding officer shall have the right to limit the time any such person may speak, may 

limit the number of persons speaking, and may place any other restrictions upon such 

presentation as the presiding officer may deem appropriate.  The presiding officer may 

summarily cut off the presentation of any such member of the public who violates any 

restriction so imposed, or who indulges in personal insults or other disrespectful or 

inappropriate behavior before the Council. 

 

RULE 19  SUSPENSION OF RULES 

 These rules or any part of them may be suspended in connection with any matter 

under consideration by a roll call vote of two-thirds of the members present, except where 

such suspension would be contrary to any provision of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

RULE 20  AMENDMENT OF RULES 

 By a roll call vote of two-thirds of the members of the Council these rules or any 

part of them may be amended. 

 

RULE 21  PRIOR RULES SUPERSEDED 

 The foregoing standing rules supersede and replace all previous rules of the 

Council, and shall be in full force and effect from and after their adoption by the Council. 
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Agenda Item: Creation of Ad Hoc Committee to update Council Rules 
 

Committee Review: None 
 

Meeting Date:  Council – May 7,2024 
 

Requested by: Karin Tepley - Alderperson 
 

Presented by: Karin Tepley 
 

Background: Recently, there have been several situations where our Council Rules have not served us well.  I 
would like to form an Ad Hoc Committee consisting of three-five people along with an advisory team – Council 
President, Ryan Cairns and Attorney Windle.   
 
Requested Action:  
 

COUNCIL:  Motion to authorize the creation of an Ad Hoc Committee for the purpose of updating Council Rules 
 
Attachment(s):  

 Council Rules 

 

CITY OF RICHLAND CENTER -  AGENDA ITEM DATA SHEET 
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Agenda Item: Digital Billboard Advertising Package Renewal 
 

Meeting Date:  Finance & Council on 5/7/2024  
 

Requested by: Ashley Oliphant, City Administrator 
 

Background: In 2023, the City executed a 15-year lease 
agreement with the Lamar Company to allow for the continued 
existence of a billboard on city owned property located on USH 
14 (tax parcel 276-2812-1000). Additionally, the billboard was to 
be converted to digital on or around July 2023. Per the lease agreement, the Lamar Company’s annual rent increased 
from $300 per year to $4,500 per year. In 2023, the City also executed a 52-week advertising contract for this digital 
billboard at a discounted rate of $500/flight or $6,500 for 52 weeks.  
 
 

 

Once digital billboard advertising became available, all departments have been provided with the opportunity to 
advertise in an “on demand” fashion. In addition to department level advertising, local non-profits have received the 
benefit of advertising. The Tourism Coordinator acts as a liaison between Lamar and the City to ensure attractive, 
relevant, and varied advertisements are displayed. 

  

  
 

 
Recommendation/Request: To authorize the lease renewal for a 52-week advertising contract with the same 
terms as the current contract. 
 

Financial Impact: $6,500 (fully budgeted) 
 

Funding Source: Community Development/Misc Expense (10-56100-390) 
 

Requested Action:  
 

FINANCE: Motion to recommend to the Common Council to authorize the execution of a 52-week lease renewal 
for a digital billboard advertising package with the Lamar Company at a cost not to exceed $6,500. 
 

COUNCIL:  Motion to authorize the execution of a 52-week lease renewal for a digital billboard advertising package 
with the Lamar Company at a cost not to exceed $6,500. 

 CITY OF RICHLAND CENTER - AGENDA ITEM DATA SHEET  
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