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City Council Meeting Agenda 
 

Mayor Jason Beebe, Council Members Janet Hutchison, Patricia Jungmann, Raymond Law,  
Gail Merritt, Jeff Papke, Steve Uffelman and City Manager Steve Forrester 

 
This meeting will be open to the public by telephonic communications due to commitment to eliminate 

the exposure and spread of COVID-19.  This meeting can be attended by calling 346-248-7799 Meeting ID 

947 5839 2608.  Please visit our website for additional meeting information. 

 
 

 
Call to Order 

Flag Salute 

1. Oaths of Office 

Additions to Agenda 

Consent Agenda 

Visitors, Appearances and Requests 

Council Business 

Staff Reports and Requests 

2. Shop With a Cop Update 

3. Utility Assistance Contribution - Lori Hooper 

Committee Reports 

Ordinances 

Resolutions 

4. Resolution No. 1468 - Authorizing Prineville PD to Enter Into IGA with Deschutes 
County 9-1-1 - James Wilson 

Visitors, Appearances and Requests 

Adjourn 

5. Executive Session - Pursuant to ORS 192.660 (2)(h) - Current Litigation or Litigation 
That Is Likely to be Filed  

Agenda items maybe added or removed as necessary after publication deadline 
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STAFF REPORT 

MEETING DATE: 1/4/2021 PREPARED BY: Lori Hooper 

SECTION: Staff Reports and 
Requests 

DEPARTMENT: 

 

Finance Department 

CITY GOAL: Fiscal Responsibility, Provide Quality Municipal Services and 
Programs 

SUBJECT: Utility Assistance through council donation to St. Vincent De Paul  
 

 
REASON FOR CONSIDERATION: 

 
Crook County’s COVID-19 risk level continues to be extreme. This has resulted in many businesses being 
required to either be shut down or have modified operations which have affected many jobs. The City of 
Prineville saw an uptick in utility shut offs in December for nonpayment and are looking for efficient ways to help 
customers who continue to be affected by COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

BACKGROUND:  

In March 2020, pursuant to resolution 1430, the City temporarily suspended water shut offs for non-payment 

due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This action allowed several months of past due bills to accumulate for a portion 

of the City’s utility customers and as of June the City had 113 delinquent customers.  

In July, the City implemented a temporary relief credit plan and had 32 customers sign up for it with 25 

customers completing the contract. Finance called over 60 customers and almost 100 door hangers were sent 

out to all the customers who were still endanger of being shut off in August. Finance talked to most of those 

customers warning them of service suspension, due to nonpayment, resuming in September and the relief 

credit due date was extended to try and incorporate these customers.  

The City found a way to utilize its Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) grant to help customers who have been 

unable to pay their utility bills due to COVID-19. The City sent an $8,000 check to St. Vincent De Paul (SVDP) 

before the September shut off to support their emergency relief program. In September, the City had 83 shut 

offs. Since that September shut off, SVDP has paid on approximately 26 accounts totaling roughly $10,000 in 

water/ sewer bills with the highest bill being roughly $760 in September. 

Shut off numbers started trending down with 60 in October and 35 in November. On December 8
th
, the City had 

75 customers who got their water shut off. With COVID-19 restrictions continuing, January shut offs numbers 

are expected to be similar.  

The City has found the SVDP relationship to be very effective in helping utility customers get their services 

restored. Unfortunately, the City is at the deadline for being able to send more money to SVDP and getting the 

money reimbursed because the CRF grant must be expended by December 30th and the next shut off day is on 

January 12th.  
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On December 16
th
, council was briefed on the utility shut off trends with the suggestion of council considering 

using their donation funds to support SVDP’s emergency relief program. A donation of $4,000 – $5,000 would 

help the customers in the direst financial need over the next 2 months with their utilities.  

FISCAL IMPACT:  

For fiscal year 2021, City Council has $15,000 budgeted for donations with currently $1,000 being earmarked 

for the annual cattle drive. A donation of $5,000 is within budget. At this time there are no additional grant 

dollars available to the city to offset this expense. If some do become available, this council donation expense 

would be looked at for eligibility in reimbursement.  

RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff would like council to consider using their donation funds to support SVDP’s emergency relief program to 

help customers who are experiencing financial hardships due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1468 

CITY OF PRINEVILLE, OREGON 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PRINEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO 

ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH DESCHUTES 

COUNTY 9-1-1 SERVICE DISTRICT 

 

 Whereas, Deschutes County 9-1-1 Service District (“District”) is able to provide wide-

area radio communications services to Cities, Agencies, Districts, and other Authorized Users 

within the District’s operating boundaries (“Services)”; and  

 

 Whereas, Prineville Police Department (“PPD”) desires use of the Services; and  

 

 Whereas, District has prepared an Intergovernmental Agreement (“Agreement”) to 

perform the aforementioned Services; and  

 

 Whereas, City staff believes it is in the best interest of the City to approve and execute 

the Agreement;  

 

 Now, Therefore, the City of Prineville resolves that the Intergovernmental Agreement 

attached to this Resolution between the City and District is hereby approved and that the Chief of 

Police is authorized and instructed to sign such Agreement on behalf of the City.   

 

 

  Approved by the City Council this ____ day of January, 2021.   

 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Jason Bebee, Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________ 

Lisa Morgan, City Recorder  
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